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AN ACCOUNT OF 
THE CAPE OF GOOD HOPE, 


AND 
SOME PARTS OF THE INTERIOR OF SOUTHERN AFRICA. 


By C.P. Tuunperc, J.D. Profeffor of Botany at Upjal, Es'c. boc." 


ON the 16th of April 1772, after a profperous voyage, we reached the Cape of 
Good Hope, and we arrived fafely in the road of Table Bay, dropped our anchor, 
fired our guns, and, with mutual joy, congratulated edch other. 

Immediately on our arrival, the fuperintendant over the thips came to us from the 
town, accompanied by a furgeon ; the former to fetch off the letters and papers for the’ 
Company, and the latter to get information with refpe€t to the number of people that 
. had died during the voyage, and of thofe that were ftill indifpofed. The nuthbér of 
the latter was now not very great, but that of the former amounted to a.-hundred and 
fifteen, of which, ten died before we left the Texel, and two had unfortunately fallen 
overboard. The other fhips in our company fuffered a ftill greater mortality, viz. tht 
Hoencoop one hundred and fifty-eight in all, of whom one hundred and thirty-fix died 
while we were in the Tagel. The William V. loft in all two*hun rgd and thirty mgi,. 
and the Jonge Samuel, of Zeeland, one hundred and three. a 

We were hardly come to an anchor, before a crowd of bfack flaves and‘Chinefe 
came in their {mall boats to fell and barter, for clothes and other goods, frefh meat, 
vegetables, and fruit, all of which our crew were eager to procure, 


*® Extracted from his Travels 1795, 4 vols, 8vo, 
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In the road we found, among others, a Swedifh fhip, which had arrived but a fhort 
time before at this fouthernmoft point of Africa, and had brought my friend, Profeffor 
Sparrman. ' : 

On-the 17th, I went with the captain on fhore, and took a lodging at M. Hendrik 
Fehrfen’s houfe. 

Being fafely arrived at the Cape of Good Hope, my firft care was to wait’on the 
Hieutenant-governor, Baron Joachim von Plettenberg, and the other gentlemen of the 
regency, to whom I was recommended, in order to deliver to them the letters I had 
brought with me. And as the refpeétable and univerfally-beloved veteran, Governor 
‘Tulbagh, had, in confequence of age and gout, on the rith of Auguft in the preced- 
ing year, exchanged this life for a better, I delivered the letters dire€ted for him to 
Baron Plettenberg, who received me with the greateft kindnefs, and promifed to aflift 
me in my defign of travelling into the interior part of the country, during the term of 
my refidence in that quarter of the globe. 

‘Whereas in my native country, to the northward of the equator, the moft delight- 
ful of the feafons, fpring, was now approaching ;¢here, to the fouth of the line, winter 
was ftealing upon us, fo that I could not as yet, or for feveral months to come, travel 
to any advantage through the interior parts of the country, but mutt wait till the be-, 
ginning of September. ‘The intervening months I employed in informing myfelf of the 
internal economy and inftitutions of the Company, and examined the plants and ani- * 
mals in the environs of the town, and in the neighbouring mountains, making alfo 
fhort excurfions into the country, which I was in hopes of penetrating deeper into 
afterwards, and of viewing it with a curious and obferving eye. 

The Cape of Good Hope is the extreme point of Africa, and of the Old World, to 
the fouthward, and is probably the moft capital promontory in the whole world. 

Bartholomew Diaz, a Portuguefe, was the firft who difcovered this promontory in 1487, 
and King Emanuel gave it the name of the Cape of Good Hope. Vafco de Gama vifited 
it next in 1497, by order of the fame monarch. According to the obfervations of M. 
de la Caille, it is fituated in latitude 33° 35’ S. and in longitude 35° 2’ E. 

The fhips that anchor in Table Bay, ina confiderable extenfive road, are fomewhat 
above a mile diftant from the town. 

The day after our arrival our fick men were taken to the hofpital, attended by the 
furgeon’s mate; and afterwards the foldiers, under the conduét of their commanding- 
officer, who was to ferve in the capacity of ferjeant after his arrival on fhore. 

The town is very regularly built, from the thore along the declivity formed by the 
‘Table Mountains, and its ftreets cut the quarters at right angles, the whole being 
bounded at the back part by Table Mountain (Taffelberg), to the weftward by Lion 
Monntain (Leuweberg), and towards the eaft, in fome meafure, by the Devil’s Moun- 
tain (Duyvelfberg). So that it is moft open towards the fouthern and eaftern fides. 

In difembarking, one is not incommoded here by the fhutting of toll-gates, or by 
cuftom-houle officers. The town has neither walls nor gates, and yet enjoys a perfect 
fecurity in a land of favages. : 

The houfes are all of brick, white-wafhed, and one, feldom two, but very rarely 
“three ftories high, -and covered in, for the moft part, with fidtroofs of brick-work, or 
a kind of grafs indigenous to this country (re/fio tecforum), laid upon very low frame 
work. On account of the violence of the winds that prevail here, the roofs cannot be 
tiled over, nor raifed higher. The houfe of the lieutenant-governor, and the Company’s 
warehoule,. were the only houfes that were three {tories high. 

~” The domeftics here do not confift of Europeans, but of black or tawny flaves from 
Malabar, Madagalcar, or other parts of India. Thefe, in general, fpeak either broken 


. 
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Portuguefe, or elfe the Malabar, feldom the Dutch language, and learn various trades, 
by which they bring their mafters confiderable profit, efpecially fuch as are taylors, 
carpentegs, bricklayers, or cooks. The flaves are let out by the month, week, or day, 
during which term they are to earn for their matters a certain fixed fum per diem. The 
male flaves wear their own hair, upon which they fet a great value, wrapped up ina 
twifted handkerchief like a turban, and the females wreath up their hair and fix it on 
their heads with a large pin. ‘T'rowfers conftitute the other part of their drefs; and, 
as a token of their fervile condition, they always go barefoot, and without a hat. 

Previous to the company’s fitting down to meals, either dinner or fupper, a female flave 
brings a wafh-hand bafon and towel, to wath their hands, which is alfo done on the 
company’s rifing from table. In the houfes of the wealthy, every one of the company 
has a flave behind his chair to wait on him. The flave has frequently a large*palm leaf 
in his hand, by way of a fan, to drive away the flies, which are as troublefome here as 
they are in Sweden, 

As well within as without the town, neat and excellent gardens are laid out, both 
for fruit and culinary vegetables, being watered by the ftreams that run down from the 
mountains. Among thefe, that extenfive and beautiful garden belonging to the com. 
pany diftinguithes itfelf, like an old oak amidft a thicket of buthes. It is from thefe 
gardens that the ftranger, on his arrival, meets with his firft refrefhments ; and from 
their fuperfluous ftock the Dutch and other thips are fupplied with ftores for their voy- 
age. The garden-feeds mutt be brought every year freth from Holland, as they other- 
wife, almoft all, bad aan in time, excepting the feeds of*cauliflowers, which are 
brought to great perfe€tion here, and, on that account, exported from hence to Hol- 
land, where they gradually degenerate. 

Apples, pears, and other European fruits, are mellower and riper, but have not that 
flavour which they have in Europe, neither will they keep long. Nor are the peaches 
produced here equal in goodnefs to thofe of the fouth of Europe. They are fometimes 
dried like pears, with or without ftones. 

The trees imported from Europe, fuch as oak (quercus robur), the white poplar 
(pepulus alba), and others, thed their leaves in the winter, as they do in their native 
places, whereas the African trees do not part with theirs, It is not long, however, be- 
fore they recover their leaves again. This circumftance is fingular enough: firft, be- 
caufe the cold here in winter is not more fevere than it is in Sweden in the autumn ; 
and, in the fecond place, becaufe they fhed their leaves to the fouthward of the equa- 
tor at the very time that they put them forth to the northward of it. The lime-trees 
(tilia Europea) do not thrive well, on account of the violent winds that rage here; 
and the fame may be faid of the hazel (corylus avellana), cherry-tree (prunus cerafus), 
goofeberry-tree (ribes grofidaria et uva-crijpa), currant-tree (ribes rubrum et nigrum), 
all of which degenerate, and feldom yield any fruit. 

The myrtle (myrtus communis) grows to the height of a tree, though its ftem is neither 
thick nor ftiff, nor does it throw out many branches. For this reafon it feems to be 
Proper, and indeed, is frequently ufed, for forming high hedges, in a country fubjeé 
to violent winds, as its fupple ftem bends to the ftorm. . 

The foot of the mountain, or the hills round the town, confifted‘of a red flame-coloured’, 
clay, which proceeds from the water’s running down the cracks, ,agd singing the garth 
with its acid, charged with ferruginous particles. Higher up on the hills, lie fcattered 
without order, ftones of all fizes, that have been rolled down from the mountains. 

Among others, I vifited M. Auge, the gardener, who has made many, and thofe very 
long, excurfions into the interior part_of the country, and has colleéted all the plants 1 
and infects, which the late Governor Tulbagh fent to Europe to Linnzus. and to the 
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Profeffors Burmann and Van Royen. And as he ftill continued his journeys yearly into 
the country, he fold to ftrangers, as well herbals as birds and infects. It was of him 
that M. Grubb, and the direétor of the bank in Sweden, purchafed that fine collection 
of plants, which was afterwards prefented to Profeffor Bergius, and fo well defcribed 
by this latter gentleman in his book of the Plante Capenfes. M. Auge’s knowledge of 
botany was not very confiderable, nor did his colle¢tions in general extend much far- 
ther than to the great and the beautiful; but, in the meantime, we are almoft folely 
indebted to him for all the difcoveries which have been made fince the days of Her- 
mannus, Oldenlandus, and Hartogius, in this part of Africa. 

The citadel is fituated on the fea-fhore, below the city to the eaftward, and is sfur- 
rounded with high walls and deep ditches ; there is room enough in it for the governor, 
though hé never lives there, as well as for the major, the other officers, and the foldiers. 
At fun-fet the great gate is fhut, when all the foldiers, that have not leave of abfence, 
are fummoned by beat of drum, and their names called over in each company. The 
little gate is kept open till ten o'clock, when the foldiers, who are abfent, without hav- 
ing previoufly obtained leave of ablence for the night, are fummoned by a bell, and their 
names are called over; the gate is after this not to be opened till the morning, except in 
cafe of neceility, fuch as to fetch a midwife. A furgeon always fleeps in the caftle. 

The firft thing a foldier muft provide himfelf with, is his own uniform; this he re- 
celves of the company, but muft ferve to the amount of its value. Every third year 
the Company orders a umber of new uniforms to be made for the ufe of the militia, 
and at no other time. If it fhould fo happen, that the quantity ready-made fhould not 
{office for recruits that arrive during this interval, they muft for fome time do their 
duty in their own clothes, and frequently in the jackets of the Zeelverkoopers, or kid- 
nappers, who have fent them thither. 

Soldiers, who have received in Holland what is called a bill of tranfport, receive no 
pay till they have ferved to the full value of it. ‘This takes at leaft a year and a half, 
or more; during which time they only receive a little fubfiftence-money and fervice- 
money. What more they may want for fubfiftence and clothes, they muft earn by 
any trade that they may happen to have learned, or by doing duty for the others om 
their leifure days. A foldier who has learned a good trade, may earn half a dollar a 
day, and pays to him that does duty for him four fchellings. ‘They have alfo an oppor- 
tunity of making fomething by wathing for others. A foldier may indeed obtain double 
fubfiftence-money ; but then, two guilders per month are deduéted from. his pay, for 
what they term fubfidy-money. 

The foldiers go upon guard every other or every third day, and confequently have a 
day.or two to themfelves. The fame guard continues for twenty-four hours together, and 
copfifs in the fmaller pofts of a corporal and three men ; but in the greater, of a ferjeant 
and twelve men. When a man has been upon guard two hours, he is relieved, and ex- 
empt from duty, till four hours more are expired, when he. goes upon guard again. 

A foldier is obliged to ferve five years, exclufive of the time taken up jn the voyage, 
during which term he is not at liberty to return home; but by the favour of the offi- 


_cers, confiderable deduétions may be made from this term, infomuch, that fometimes 


- “oldier returns Dy ‘the fame fhip that brought him. Sometimes a foldier is alfo meta- 


morphofed. into a failer for this purpole. 
When his agreement is at an end, be may either return home or renew it; if he 
choofes the latter, which is generally done for three years at firft, his pay is increafed 


_ two guilders more per month; this term being expired, he may engage for two years 
‘more, ard then receives a frefh augmentation of two guilders per month 5 but in cafe 


of his continuing in the fervice after that term, his pay is augmented no more, unlefs, 
wine cl 
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indeed, he is advanced. A foldier, if he has received any education, may be advanced 
to be a corporal, ferjeant, or officer, to be an afliftant in a fa€tory, or to be furgeon, if 
he ha$ learned that art in Europe. 

There are feveral means by which a foldier may be releafed from the obligation of 
doing duty. The moft commonwway is by,what they call a furlough; in this cafe he 
is exempt from all duty, and at full liberty to get his livelihood in what manner foever 
he is able, or by any trade that he may have learned. For this he pays four dollars 
per month, and to the adjutant of the company one fhilling, in which cafe he receives , 
hig monthly pay. Of the men belonging to the garrifon, there were now about one 
hundred and fifty that had furloughs. ‘The profits of the furloughs are diftributed 
among that part of the garrifon that does duty, and are called fervice-money ; a foldier 
receives eight or nine, a corporal twelve, and a ferjeant fixteen fhillings ; tl remainder 
is divided between the officers. The furlough money is to be paid duly, the laft day 
of every month, into the hands of the chaplain, whofe duty it is to receive it. In time 
of war thefe furloughs are not given, but every one muft then do duty. The governor 
takes from among the foldiers as many as he choofes, to work gratis for him; the 
major takes four and twenty or more; the fifcal two, the book-keeper onc, and fo on. 
'Thefe then are either to work for the above-mentioned gentlemen, or to pay them their 
furlough-money. The greater number there is taken of thefe men, the heavier does 
the duty fall upon the reft of the foldiers. 

The foldiers receive their pay of the lieutenant of the company every four months; 
which for this reafon is called the good month. . 

If any perfon in the town or country withes for a foldier, either as a teacher for his 
children, or to work in his fhop, he may get one by the means juft indicated ; but if 
fuch foldier has taken up a bill of tranfport in Holland, this muft now be repaid to the 
value of about eighty dollars, for which the fellow muft ferve till it is paid off; if in the 
mean time he fhould die, the lofs will be on the fide of the tradefman. 

Sailors may in the fame manner take out furloughs, by paying to the purfer eight 
dollars per month. 

A perfedt immunity from fervice, as well as erafure from the paymafter’s books, may 
indeed be alfo obtained ; but on no other confideration than that of being held difqua- 
lified for the company’s fervice. 

There are others, called Lichten, who neither do duty, nor have any furloughs, nor re- 
ceive any pay, and are always at their full liberty in time of peace; but when once they 
enter into the fervice again, they mutt ferve their five years out, for which they agreed. 

Prayers are read in the citadel every morning and evening by a chaplain. On Sun- 
day a fentinel is placed before the church-door, but within the church-door a foldier 
would fearcely be tolerated, 

Before the citadel, in a large convenient place, are laid the wine and water-Cafles that 
come from the fhips to be repaired; as likewile a great quantity of planks and fpars. 
In order td prevent any thing from being ftolen, a fentinel is placed here in the night- 
time. ‘This poft is not unprofitable, when the foldier happens to catch a young felldw 
engaged in clofe converfation with fome female friend; in which cafe he muit make the 
foldier a compliment of a few dollars to avoid being taken into cuftedy, and difcoveyéd, 
or, at all events, incommoded and difturbed in his menus plaif i 7 

If a foldier falls fick, he is taken to the hofpital, where he fs medicines andl his diet 
gratis, till he recovers, but he receives no pay, except his fhare of the furlough-money. 
Yet, if his difeafe is of a venereal nature, even this is withheld from him. If he does 


not choofe to go to the hofpital, he is at liberty to go elfewhere, though then ha is 
. Pan BO | 
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obliged to pay his own phyfician, his attendants, and other neceffary expences, ‘out of 
his own purfe, but receives his pay and fubfiftence-money. : 

Chimneys are not ufed in this country, nor are they wanted; and to ftoves they are 
utter ftrangers. Yet I have known a family or two that had a fire-place in their hall, 
though rather for pleafure than for any other occafion they had for it. The ladies 
have generally live coals in a kind of covered chaffing-dith or ftove, which in winter- 
time they fet on the ge under their clothes to warm them. 

The cold is fevereft in the months of Auguft or September, efpecially on mornings 
and evenings, when it rains or blows hard. The wind feels very piercing on account 
of the thin clothing that is worn here. The winter at the Cape refembles the months 
of Auguit, September, and Oétober in Sweden. i 

The mothers in this country feldom put their children out to nurfe, but fuckle them 
themfelves, for which reafon they have, in general, eafier labours. 

There are a few families who have defcended from Blacks in the female line, for three 
generations back. he firft generation, proceeding from an European who is married 
to a tawny flave that has been made free, remains tawny, but approaching to a white 
complexion ; but the children of the third generation, mixed with Europeans, become 
quite white, and are often remarkably beautiful. 

The flave-houfe of the Company is adjacent to the garden, and contains a great 
number of flaves, who work in the garden and on buildings, carry burdens from the 
fhips, &c. ‘Thofe that are fick here have a furgeon to attend them. The Company 
brings the greateft part of its flaves from Madagafcar, whereas private perfons buy 
their's of the officers belonging to the fhips, as well Dutch as French, that are on their 
return home from the Eaft Indies, feldom of the Englith, and never of the Swedith. 

Before the fhips weigh anchor, all the convalefcents are feleéted out from the hofpital, 
and diftributed on board the fhips. 

The officers of the thips, during their ftay here, fell to great advantage feveral European 
commodities, fuch as wine, ale, tobacco-pipes, coarfe and fine hardware, clothes, fhoes, 
glals, and houfehold furniture; the European hams, beef, faufages, tongues, herrings, 

ock-fifh, falmon, and cheefe, with fome other articles, were alfo in great requeft. 

Whereas the foreign fhips, that ftop here, lie in the roads a fhort time only to take 
in provifions, and then refume their voyage, the Dutch fhips are obliged to {top a great 
while, in order to take the convalefcents on board, who after all come thither in a very 

’ indifferent ftate of health, The Dutch have alfo occafion for a greater number of 
| failors to work their fhips than other nations, as their rigging is made after the old 
fathion, with large blocks and thick cordage, heavy and clumfy in every refpect. 

The Company’s garden is always open to the public. It is nine hundred and ninety- 
fix paces long, two hundred and fixty one broad, and has forty-four quarters, which 
are fefarated from each other by hedges, confifting, for the moft part, of oaks or bays 
(laurus nobilis), feveral yards in height. I obferved here, that a royena villofa, that 
grew befide one of thefe oaks, had fairly perforated one of its branches through the 

- very trunk of the oak, in which it now grew like a parafitic plant. In like manner I 
obferved in another garden, in which a feat had been fixed between two trees, that the 
bark of one of thewrees had grown over the feat, like a fungus (boletus), and held it 
faft. In the menagerie,were feveral rare and uncommon animals, and particularly great 
numbers of birds. 

Male and female flaves, though belonging to different matters, frequently cohabit 
together, by permiffion of their owners, in which cafe the children always become the 
mennorty af him who ie the auner of the female flave. Thouch the man. that cohabits 
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with the woman flave, be a freed man, or even 2 European, ftill their offspring are 
flaves. So that the bonds of wedlock among flaves are but loofely co ntra¢ted, and 
eafily kroken through. A majter has the right of chaftifing his aves with a whip, but 
has no power over their lives, as this belongs to the magiftrate. If a flave is too 
feverely treated by his matter, he may complain to the fifcal ; and if it then appears that 
he has been ill ufed, the owner is made to pay a confiderable fine. If a flave lifts up his 
hand againft his matter or miftrefs, or any white man, he is punifhable with death, 

A flave can give no evidence ; nor has he the power of bearing, much lefs of having 
in his poffeflion, any kind of fire-arms: by thefe means the flaves, who always greatly 
exeeed the Europeans in number, are kept unarmed. As foon asa flave is enfranchifed, 
he wears fhoes, ftockings, and a hat, as a mark of his freedom. : 

In the months of April, May, and June, when the fhips lie in the roads the naval 
officers frequently put up at auétion fuch commodities as they with to difpofe of at this 
place; for this they pay five per cent. to the fifcal, who receives five dollars for every 
chet brought on fhore, for which five guilders only were paid in Holland. All Euro- 
pean merchandizes are fold here at thirty, fifty, and one hundred per cent, profit. 

The winter months are reckoned here from the middle of May till the middle of 
Auguft, during which times thips muft not enter Table-Bay, on account of the ftormy 

“ north-wefterly winds that prevail then, and might drive them on fhore; but they are 
obliged to anchor in Falfe-Bay. 

Ratans, fplit very thin and faftened: together with ftrings, fo as to roll up eafily, are 
much ufed here for window-blinds. They are alfo employed for making bafkets, bot- 
toms or beds, and feats of chairs. 

The thick bamboo canes, though hollow, are very ftrong. They are ufed for 
making the fides of ladders, and as perches to carry burdens on; of the more young 
and flender {tems are made fences, to fet up on the tops of walls and of wooden pales, 

The feed:veffels of the filver-tree (protea argentea) ferve as fuel; the re/tio dichotomus 
(Befem riet) for brooms. 

Kukumakranka (gethy/lis) is the name given to the legumen or pod of a plant, that 
grew at this time among the fand-hills near the town, without either leaves or flowers. 
‘This pod was of the length of one’s finger, fomewhat wider at top than at bottom, had 
a pleafant {mell, and was held in great efteem by the ladies. The fmell of it refembled 
in fome meafure that of ftrawberries, and filled the whole room. 

On the clay-hills near the fhore before the citadel, I obferved people digging up the 
carth, which was mixed with a great many fea-fhells, and putting it into bafkets. “This 
they wafhed till nothing but the fhells remained. In like manner I faw them carefully 
gather the larger fhells thrown up by the fea on the beach, and lay them up in large 
heaps to dry. Thefe fhells they burn to lime for building. For this purpofe, they 
make a pile of billet and buth-wood, within which the fhells are laid and burn¥d. 
In Robben Ifland a great quantity of fhells are collected, and made into Kime for the 
Company’s fervice, by the criminals exiled there. In the whole country there is no , 
other lime to be found, nor any mountains containing either chalk or lime-ftone. 

Poets are faid to be born fo; but the Dutch here, and indeed all over the Eaft- * 
Indies, may be faid to be born merchants; for in cafe the father doet not trade, bug! 
carries on fome handicraft bufinefs, his wife, daughter, or fon muft ; and this is always : 
done in a particular way of their own, and often without any regular fyftem. There | 
is fearce one regular merchant to be found; but every body carries on trade, and 
keeps a certain {pecies of goods only, at a certain time of the year, by which he endea. 


vours to gain the moft he can. . 
To. 


* 
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‘Two winds in particular prevail here throughout the year, and are frequently very 
violent, viz. the fouth-eaft wind in the fummer, and the north-weft in winter. When 
the eat or fouth-eaft wind begins to blow, it drives the clouds againft the mountains, 
and away over them, which occafions a kind of drizzling rain up in thofe regions ; 
the clouds are afterwards difperfed bebow the fummit of the mountain; and when the 
cloudsare carried off, the wind may continue indeed, but then it is always accompanied 
with fine dry weather. ; : 

The town has but one Calviniftical church, which is tolerably large and handfome. 
The Lutherans have not hitherto been able to obtain permiffion to erect one, though 
their number here is very large: the Calviniftical church is ferved by two clergymen, 
who live in the town, and are well paid. : 

The heSpital is ill fituated, and much out of repair, infomuch that a new one will 
fhortly be erected on a more extenfive and convenient plan. The patients here are not 
remarkably well taken care of, on account of the {mall portion of medical {kill poffeffed 
by the perfon who fuperintends the hofpital ; though the company fares for no ex- 
penfe with regard to them. I was informed, that the company pays two hundred du- 
catoons per annum, or fomething more than fix hundred guilders, for the article of 
almonds only, for the patients, of which, perhaps, they do not get one. Every half 
year the moiety of this fum is paid down, an exact calculation having been previoully 
made, how many thoufands of almonds may be had for that money, according to the 
then current price. So that the fum is always the fame, though the quantity of almonds 
varies with the price ; and the patients always receive the fame quantity, that is, little 
or nothing. For every one in the hofpital, that goes through a courle of mercurial 
fri@tion for the venereal difeafe, the furgeon receives eight dollars ; and the patient muft 

ay two dollars for his medicines, as it is not thought proper that he fhould be cured 
of this difeafe gratis. ; 

Several {treets in the town are adorned with canals filled with the water that comes 
from the fuperimpending mountains ; but the bringing of the water, by means of 
‘wooden pipes, from the fame mountains down to the great bridge in the harbour, at 
the fide of the citadel, where the fhips unload, is of greater importance ; as the fhips’ 
boats may conveniently lay along-fide of it, and fill their cafks with the pureft water. 

The fmall-pox and meafles are the moft fatal diftempers here ; for the prevention of 
which they make the fame provifions, as is done in other places again{t the plague. 
Confequently, as foon as a fhip has anchored in the road, a furgeon is fent on board 
of it, to examine whether any body in the fhip is at that time infeCted, or during the 
voyage has been infeéted with either of thefe difeafes. In the latter cafe, no one from 
the fhip is fuffered to come on fhore ; but the commander is advifed to go to fome other 
place_with the veffel ; which, in the mean-time, is furnifhed with whatever it may ftand 
ty’need of. When at any time the fmall-pox is carried thither, every one flies in hafte 
to the interior parts of the country. This infeétious diforder, 1 obferved, and fome 

. French fhips, which they took for enemies, were the only things that at this juncture 
could infpire thefe rich farmers and burghers with fear, and make them fhift their 

_ quarters. ‘They were not yet become rational enough to adopt inoculation. In 1713, the 
Amall-pox was brought here by a Danifh fhip, when it made a dreadful havoc among the 
Europeans as well as Hottentots, only three houfes having efcaped. The Hottentots died 
in fach multitudes, that their bodies lay in the fields and highways unburied. 

In 1755, this diforder appeared for the fecond time; and in 1767, in April, for 
the third and lait time, being in like manner brought by a Danith fhip. The lait time 


“ ; the 
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the meaffes prevailed in thefe parts, they were the more deftruétive, as the furgeons 

fent out by the governor, from ignorance of the difeafe, treated it perverfely. It is 

much toabe lamented, that the account given of the medical practitioners of the Cape 

for fome time paft, fhould fo exaétly tally with that tranfmitted to us by Kempfer, in 

his Amenit. Exot. Fafcic. 3. p. 534 & 535, of the furgeons in the Eaft Indies. 

The town is adorned with three large fquares ; in one. of thefe ftands the Proteftant 
church ;-it likewife has a fountain in it, which furnifhes the inhabitants of the town with 
water ; in the other is the town-hall; and the third is lately laid out for the convenience 
of the country people who bring their goods to market, and in this is to be built the 
watth-houfe for the fire-men. 

On the fhore itfelf feveral batteries of different fizes are ereéted for the defence of 
the city, The citadel is intended to protect them as well againft internal ss foreign 
enemies, but the batteries more particularly againft the hips of a foreign power ; and 
in faét, thefe can do no more execution in the road than the citadel poflibly can do. 
There were now, though in rather an indifferent ftate of repair, the Great Battery, 
the Little Battery, the New Battery, the Bones, and the Line-Guard. 

In the beginning of July, I made a day’s excurfion to Mount Paarl, in company 

. with Dr. Le Sueur, who was fent for to fee a patient that had been ill of a fever, and 
had now fuch a weaknefs in his joints and ligaments, that he could not lift his hands 
to his mouth, and his knee-pans were fo loofe, that he had loft the ufe of his legs 
likewife. Dr. Le Sueur was a native of the Cape, but had ftudied in Holland, and 
taken his degrees at Groningen. . 

In many places the roads were interfected by large rivers, which were now fo {welled 
by the heavy rains, that the water almoft came into the carriage, the current being at 
the fame time very ftrong. 

The land in thefe parts was very poor, being merely loofe fand, under which lay 
the folid rock, confifting of brown ferruginous clumps, compofed of clay, vitriolic 
acid, and flate. In thefe meagre plains, neverthelefs, Phylicas, Ericas, and Proteas 
grew in abundance. 

At Paarl the cold is felt more fenfibly in the mornings and evenings than at the 
Cape, and the hoar-froft frequently damages the vegetables in the gardens. The 
eafterly winds are faid to be very powerful here, and in fummer-time to blow the 
grains of wheat out of the ear. 

Butter is churned every day in the fummer, and every other day, or every third 
day, in the winter. They ufually pour luke-warm water into the churn, in order that 
the milk may coagulate the better. 

The houfes are generally fituated at the foot of the mountains, from whence water 
runs down to them. The want of water in other places, and the confequent poverty 
of the foil, muft be confidered as the reafon why this country, fo excellent it other 
refpects, cannot be very clofely inhabited. The African foil is intrinfically meagre ; 
but its fertility, which is fo much cried up by many, niutt be afcribed to the excellence 
of the climate ; for thofe {pots where water and a little mould are to be found, ané 
which confequently are capable of cultivation, produce a rich harveft of corn, delicious 
fruits, and excellent wines. The chief object of the farmer? whenghufing a fpot for 
his abode, is to find an earthy foil in the vicinity of water. . 

Every peafant builds his own houfe, fometimes of bricks, fothetimes only ef clay, 
lime, and fand. Every one of them poffeffes a great number of horfes, oxen, cows, 
fheep, goats, ducks, and geefe, which in the day-time are driven out on the hills, 
and tended by a flave, and driven home again at fun-fet. At night all thefe animals 
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fleep in the open air, each fpecies feparately, in a place fenced in by a thud wall. 
This is faid to be very detrimental to the wool of the theep {the ovis Jaticauda). It 
was pleafant in the higheft degree to fee the lambkins, which are kept while-they are 
young in the houfe, go in the evenings to meet their mothers on their return home. 
As foon as they heard the voice of their dams at a great diftance, the little hungry 
creatures began to cry out and run towards them; but if they could not fee their 
mothers diftinétly, they would immediately run back again. When their dams approach 
ftill nearer, their cries increafed, and the lambs run full {peed to meet them, and fol- 
lowed them home again. ‘The wool of thefe African fheep, which have large tails, is 
none of the beft, and is not employed either in the manufacturing of cloth or for any 
other important purpofe, much lefs is it exported. M,. Hemming, however, had, a 
few yeare before, a piece of cloth woven from it large enough to make a complete 
fuit of clothes, 

I frequently obferved the fhin-bones of fheep ufed, both iri town and country, either 
for fetting round the trees in the ftregts, or for dividing the parterres in the flower- 
gardens, where they had a very pretty effect, the end of the ginglymus articulation 
being placed uppermott. 

Wolves were caught by an eafy and ingenious method: a fquare or oblong houfe was. 
erected, either of brick or only of clay, of the height of fix feet or more, without 
any other covering than a few wooden bars. In the front a low opening is left with 
a trap-door before it. In the houfe is laid a bait, tied to a rope that is faftened to a 
peg. This peg is brought through the lower part of the back wall, and ftuck into a 
piece of wood which hangs down the wall on the outfide; to the upper part of this 
piece of wood is fixed another rope that paffes over the top of the houfe, and is faftened 
to the trap-door, which it thus keeps fufpended over the aperture. The wolf having 
entered the houfe, pulls the bait, and at the fame time pulls out the peg from the 
piece of wood, when the trap-door falls down, and makes the wolf prifoner. 

The ftyle of building in the country, among people in good circumftances, is 
nearly fimilar to that in town, viz. firft, there is a hall at the entrance of the hovfe, 
and before this is a long gallery ; on each fide of the hall is a room; and on one fide 
of the gallery is the kitchen, and on the other a bed-chamber. People of inferior 
circumftances had a gallery, with a chamber on each fide of it, and the kitchen be- 
hind. The poorer fort had huts of clay, with doors and windows almoft pervious to 
the weather. 

‘The water that runs down the mountains to the farms that lie below them is fre. 
quently conduéted by art to different places, fuch as to artificial fountains, or to gar. 
dens, for the purpofe of watering them in time of drought, or to fith-ponds to fupply 
them with water. 

Such waters as accumulated in the plains below the mountains, and formed rivulets, 
which at times were fo deep in certain places, as to make ferries or boats neceffary 
for pafling them, the farmers rendered ufeful to themfelves, by damming them up, in 

“order to make them overflow their vineyards planted on their banks ; when the water, 
gently running off from them, manured the foil and rendered it fertile. 

~,. The vineyards. near Paar! flourithed amazingly, and vines were feen here fifty years 
did. A vine was faid to bear fo early as the fecond year after it was planted, but to 
yield < full vintage iff the third. All the vines here were kept low, in order to make 
them produce large clutters. 

In this place a church was ereéted and provided with a Calvinift minifter and a 
clerk, . Divine fervice, however, is not performed every Sunday; but when the 
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minifter is gone on a journey, fick, or otherwife hindered, the clerk reads to the con- 
gregation.fome portion of the Bible. 

The farmers, or colonifts, all through the country are, as well as the inhabitants of 
the city, all burghers, and are confequently obliged to be always in readinefs, in cafe 
of a war,, to defend their country. For this purpofe they are divided into companies, 
and certain perfons among them appointed their officers. 

On the fudden approach of danger from any enemy, the whole body of the inha- 
bitants may be fummoned by the firing of guns and hoifting of flags. For this pur- 
pofe cannons are planted at proper intervals, and at the fide of each ftands a flag-ftaff, 
to give fignals in cafe of the approach of an enemy, or of any great fleet belonging 
to a foreign power. In fuch cafe, feven guns are fired from the Lion’s Head. ‘The 
cannon’on the banks of Zour Rivier is next difcharged, which is repeated by another 
placed at a greater diftance, then by a third, and fo on; the flag being always hoifted 
before the firing of the gun, by which means the alarm is foon given throughout the 
whole country. 

As an antidote again{t the bite of ferpents, the blood of the turtle was much cried 
up, which, en account of this extraordinary virtue, the inhabitants dry in the form of 
+ fimall fcales or membranes, and carry about them when they travel in this country, 
which {warms with this moft noxious vermin. Whenever any one is wounded by a 
* ferpent, he takes a couple of pinches of the dried_blood internally and applies a little 
of it to the wound. 

Surgeons, apothecaries, and others, when they cannot find in this country the ufual 
and genuine medicinal plants, look for others that fomewhat refemble them, either in 
their flowers, leaves, {mell, or general habit, and then give them the fame names. 
The phyfician, who hears this guid pro quo mentioned, muft not let it puzzle or mif- 
lead him. 

The leaves of the calla £thiopica, a plant which grew even in the ditches about the 
gardens near the Cape, were faid to ferve for food for the (Yzer-varken or) por- 
cupines. 

The root of the aréfopus echinatus, which grew both near the Cape and in other 
places, was of a foft texture, and contained a very white and pure gum, which was 
ufed in the form of a decoction, as an excellent purifier of the blood, and likewife as 
a remedy in the gonorrhoea. 

The root of the byronia Africana ferved the country-people for an emetic; infufed 
in wine or brandy it proves an excellent purge, efpecially if a piece of bread be eaten 
after it, 

The geranium cucullatum, a fragrant plant, was ufed as an emollient, inclofed in 
fmall bags. 


OF the leaves of the barbonia cordata the country-people made tea. a» 
The montinia acris, though it is of a very acrid nature, was faid to be eaten by the 
theep. : 


The Hottentots eat the fruit of the brabeium /tellatum, a large fhrub that grows near 
brooks and rivulets, called Wilde Caftanien (wild chefnuts), and fometimes ufed by the 
country-people inftead of coffee: the outfide rind being taken off, the fruit is fteeped 
in water to deprive it of its bitternefs; it is then boiled, roafted, and ground likp 
coffee. om ® a 

The gout and dropfy were common difeafes in this country, proceeding from the 


great quantities of wine that was drank, and the very varying and cold winds. 
c2 The 
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The fields were by no means fo thickly covered with grafs here as they ‘are in Europe, 
where the grafs-turf, with its great variety of flowers, forms the moft beautiful carpet 5 
but the grafs grew very thin, fhewing the bare fand between the blades, fo that one 
could not with any pleafure lie down on it to reft one’s felf. 

The barley, after it had attained to a confiderable height, was mowed once or 
oftener, and given to the horfes as fodder. It was faid, that it might be cut in the 
month of Auguft, when in the ear. I frequently faw bundles of it brought to town 
in this ftate to market. The barley in this country is cultivated chiefly for the ufe of 
horfes ; a few bundles of it being cut every evening, after the horfes are come in from 
grafs, and laid in the ftable, or elfe out in the yard, where thefe animals are tied up, 
for their night-provender. ; 

Beer ig never brewed in the country, where the people, when thirfty, drink water, 
tea, coffee, or wine; but a brewery has been eftablifhed near Cape Town. ‘The Cape 
beer, however, is never remarkably good, but generates wind in the ftomach, and 
foon turns four. This is the reafon why they are obliged to import their beer from 
Europe; the Dutch, Danifh, and Englifh beer, which they fometimes drink in fmall 
quantities at their meals, being held in particular efteem. 

The vineyards muft be dug every year, and the ground turned, yet without difturb- 
ing the vines. In manuring them, the old earth is dug away from around the vines, 
and fo that a hole is left in which the manure is laid. If a vine dies, a branch of an 
adjoining vine is bent down into the hole, where it foon ftrikes root, and is afterwards 
cut off at the top. : 

A widow at the Paarl had three Hottentots in her fervice; they fpoke with much 
delicacy and foftnefs, clacking lightly and rapidly with their tongues both before and 
while they pronounced their words. ‘Their complexion was brown, but by no means 
inclining to black, being more like that of a fun-burnt European.. The apparent 
brownnefs of their complexions, in fact, proceeded more from the great quantity of 
ftinking greafe with which they befmeared themlelves than from nature. ‘The girls 
were fond of fmoking tobacco, which they did with a pipe fo fhort, that the bow! of 
it came clofe to their lips. Their hair is of a fingular nature, being quite black, and 
twifted up together like fhort wool, fo as to refemble the nap upon frieze, the inter- 
flices between each lock being quite bare. : 

On my return to the Cape, I faw, towards the end of June, a body of Hottentots, 
men, women, and children, to the number of nine and fifty, brought up about one 
hundred and fifty miles from the interior part of the country, where they had com- 
mitted various atts of violence againft the colonifts. They had been taken by a 
Hottentot captain, of the name of Kees, in the cleft of a mountain, where they had 
concealed and fortified themfelves againit a party of peafants and foldiers ordered out 
againF: them, and had for a long time defended themfelves, by rolling large tlones 
down upon their enemies, In two villages they had carried off the cattle, killed the 
inhabitants, plundered the houfes, and taken pofleflion of feveral fire-arms. They 

-did not deny their crimes, but aflerted that they aéted fo in their own ‘defence, the 
Europeans making every year frefh encroachments upon their lands and poffeffions, ° 
and forcing them, contiraally farther up into the country, whence they were driven 
Fack again by the other Hottentots, or elfe killed. Thefe Hottentots were Bofhiefinen, 
of a dark brown tompexion, fome of whom were naked, wearing only a band round 
their waifts, which covered the pudenda before. Others wore, hanging loofe over 
their fhoulders, a fheep’s {kin, the ends of which fcarcely met: before, the upper part 
going, like a calafh, over the head. The women had their little ones hanging behind 
. ; on 
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on. their fhoulders ; and girls eleven or twelve years of age had already children. 
‘The women were adorned with ear-rings, and broad rings of metal round their wrifts, 
Their mquths and cheekbones were very prominent, fo that they bore the ftrongeft 
refemblance imaginable to apes. After thefe Hottentots had been confined for fome 
time at the Cape, they loft their colour, and became almoft white. 

On the 28th of June, the Javanefe here celebrated their new-year. For this pur- 
pofe they.had decorated an apartment ina houfe with carpets, that covered the ceil- 
ing, walls, and floor. At fome diftance from the fartheft wall an altar was raifed, 
from the middle of which a pillar rofe up to the ceiling, covered with narrow flips of 
gilt aper and filk alternately: from above, downwards, ran a kind of lace between 
the projecting edges. At the bafe of this pillar. were placed bottles with nofegays 
ftuck in them. Before the altar lay a, cuthion, and on this a large bock. The 
women, who were all {tanding or fitting near the door were neatly drefled, and the 
men wore njght-gowns of filk or cotton. Frankincenfe was burned. The men fat 
crofs-logeed on the floor, difperfed all over the room. Several yellow wax-candles 
were lighted up. Many of the.affembly had fans, which they found very ufeful for 
cooling themfelves in the great heat neceffarily produced by the affemblage of a great 
number of people in a {mall fpace. Two priefts were diftinguifhed by a {mall conical. 
cap from the reft, who wore handkerchiefs tied round their heads in the form of a 


*turban, About eight in the evening the fervice commenced, when they began to 


fing, loud and foft alternately, fometimes the priefts alone, at other times the whole 
congregation, After this a prieft read out of the great book, that lay on the cufhion 
before the altar, the congregation at times reading aloud after him. I obferved them 
reading after the Oriental manner, from right to left, and imagined it to be the Alco. 
ran that they were reading, the Javanefe being moftly Mahometans. Between the 
finging and reading, coffee was ferved up in cups, and the principal man of the con- 
gregation at intervals accompanied their finging on the violin. 1 underttood after. 
wards, that this was a prince from Java, who had oppofed the interefts of the Dutch 
Eaft India Company, and for that reafon had been brought from his native country to 
the Cape, where he lives at the Company’s expence, . 

On the 3oth of June I vifited Paradife, and other farms belonging to the Company, 
and fituated below Table Mountain. Rondebofch is a villa belonging to the governor. 
On this eaftern fide, along Table Mountain, the fouth-eaft wind does not blow fo hard 
as at the Cape, for which reafon alfo both trees and thrubs grow here. Among other 
trees, the pine (pins /ylvefris) was confpicuous by its elegant crown. Wild vines 
(Wilde Druyven, itis vitiginea) made a diftinguithed figure at this time with their red 
berries, which refembled cheries, and were eatable. 

In the beginning of July, ¢ fet owt on an excurfion on foot, for a few days, to 
Conftantia and the neighbouring farms. In fome places. rivulets ran acrofs the*road 
between the valleys down from the mountains, and at this time they were difficult 
to pafs. 

Ferruginous ftones (Eifer Klippen), or ftones containing iron, were found here, as ° 
well as nearer to the Cape. 

I obferved the clouds to be driven in contrary direétions, the lowap clouds coming, 
from the fouth-eaft, and the upper being carried towards the fame quarter. : 

The domeftic animals, which otherwife are kept in the op&n*air throughoit the 
whole country, were here fheltered under a fhed, that was open in the front, 

On my return to town, I had the opportunity of feeing a Chincfe burial. In their 
burying-ground, at a fhort diftance from the city, fimall ratans are ftuck up, faftened 
together with cotton-thread, fo as to form an arch or a vaulted roof nvar tha tanh 
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In a large hog that was killed, were found feveral round worms (/umbrict), which 
was faidyto be a common cafe here with thefe animals, . 

July the aif, I took a walk to Paarl and Stellenbofch. 7 

From the Cape the horizon, on the land fide, appears bounded by high mountains, 
that ftretch acrofs the whole country. The plain between the Cape and thefe moun- 
tains, which is one day’s journey long, is for the moft part an uncultivated ‘tra&t of 
fand, and deftitute of water, which for the moft part is no where to be met. with but 
near the fmaller {cattered hills, which lie about as it were infulated, and without any 
very evident connexion with each other. A traveiler who has not been provident 
enough to bring water with him, has no other refource for affuaging his thirft int this 
burning heat, than ftritly to examine, whether any black fhepherds are to be found 
attending their mafter’s flocks in the neighbourhood, who may either have water 
themfelves, or may be able to inform him: where to find it. In the winter feafon, 
however, on account of the frequent rains, large traéts of this plain lie under water. 

The name of Kapock-bird was given to a very fmall bird, that forms its neft (which 
is as curious as it is beautiful, and is of the thicknefs of a coarfe worfted ftocking) 
from the down (pappus eriocephali) of the wild rofemary-tree (Wilde Rofmaryn). 

In the months of April and May the feed is put into the ground; but in June and 
July the earth, which often has lain fallow for feveral, fometimes ten, twelve, and fif- 
teen years, is ploughed up. ‘he larger bufhes are previoufly pulled up by the roots, 
and the {mailer ones left for the plough ; all the bufhes are then collected, and burnt 
on the field, which are vichly manured by the afhes. The fpots on which the com- 
buftion has been performed, always produces a thicker and more luxuriant grafs than 
ufual; fo that fuch places are eafily diftinguifhable in a meadow by the high tufts of 

rafs. The wheat here was faid to yield, in general, at the rate of eight and ten, but 
requently fifteen, twenty, and twenty-five to one; whereas in many other places again, 
the produce is ftill more abundant. I was even told, that at one farm fourteen 
buthels of feed had produced about fifty-five quarters of grain. 

The ant-eater, or Aardvarken (myrmecophaga), digs large holes in the earth, in 
which in the day-time he lies fecure from his enemies. The country was full of fuch 
holes. This animal was faid to be fo ftrong, that feveral oxen together would not be 
able to drag it out of its retreat. It digs very expeditioufly. The fleth of it is eaten, 
and efpecially the hams, when hung up and dried. It lives on feveral forts of ants, 
efpecially the large red ones, which build their hillocks of clay, and are very common, 
increafing every year. 

The daughters of the colonifts are fometimes with child by their fathers’ black 
flaves. In chis cafe, in confideration of a round fum of money, a hufband is generally 
provided for the girl, but the flave is fent away from that part of the country. 

@fId{pitality is carried to a great length among the farmers throughout all this country, 
infomuch that a traveller may, without being at any expence either for board or lodg- 
ing, pafs a longer or fhorter time with thefe people, who with the greateft cordiality 
receive and entertain ftrangers. On the contrary, a ftranger finds it very dear living 
in town, where he is obliged to pay at leaft a dollar, if not a dollar and a half, per day 
for his board and lodgitig. 

? The farmers in general make four regular meals a day, viz. breakfaft at feven, dinner 
ateleVen, their afterndon’s luncheon at four, and fupper at eight. 

A foldier here is not at liberty to marry, left, as in this cafe he muft live with his wife 
out of the citadel, he fhould run in debt in the town, and, in confequence of this, incur 
the ufual punifhment, which is tranfportation to Batavia. Neverthelefs, it would be 

much 
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much better that a foldier or corporal fhould be at liberty to marry, and, receiving his 
pay, do his duty; and on thofe days, when he is exempted from duty, earn his liveli- 
hood by seaching, or by fome trade z and although many, as daily experience evinces, 
for want of this regulation, fall into bad courfes, and ruin themfelves by connexions 
with black women; not to mention, that a married foldier, in cafe of a war fuper- 
vening, always fights for his country, his wife and children, with greater courage and 
fpirit than-another; yet, in defiance of reafon and common fenfe, all fuch men are 
obliged to quit the fervice and become free citizens. This freedom, however, they do 
not obtain but on condition of entering again into the Company’s fervice, if neceflity 
fhoull require, and this in the fame capacity as that in which they left it. 

Though the town is entirely under the Company’s jurifdiction, and confequently is 
fubject to the governor and fifcal ; yet, ia what concerns the management of tts parti- 
cular affairs, it has its own mayor and aldermen, with other neceflary officers. 

The burghers, both in the town and throughout the whole country, are enrolled as 
militia-men for the defence of the colony, being divided into feveral companies of foot 
and horfe, and commanded by officers from among their own body. ‘They meet every 
year to do their exercife, and in the town they go upon the municipal guard, &c. 

. The dead are buried without either clergyman, prayers,’ or the ceremony of throw- 
ing earth on the body. 

‘The ceremonies of marriage and baptifm mutt always be performed in the church : 
private baptifm, in cafe of neceflity, not being fuffered. 

Slaves are very feldom enfranchifed: the free blacks are net permitted to go upon 
the municipal guard ; but in time of war they are obliged to throw up batteries with 
their fpades, which are their weapons. They are commanded, however, by one of 
their own body. ‘Lhe flaves, ‘whom each matter of a family mutt drive before him out 
of his houfe himfelf when required, againft the enemy, are alfo formed into companies, 

The burghers, as well as the ‘fervants of the Company, are then ftationed each at his 
poft. All the civil officers are ftationed within the caftle, and others at the batteries in 
different places. 

In the month of Auguft the winter drew near to its end, and the fields began to be 
decorated with Rowers ; it therefore now became neceflary for me to think of fuch pre- 
parations as would be ufeful and requifite for me in my approaching long journey into 
the interior part of the country ; a journey, relative to which a promife had been given 
me, that I fhould make it in a great meafure at the Company’s expence. 

I therefore provided myfelf with neceffary cloaths, as well as with boxes and bags, for 
collecting roots and feeds, with boxes and pins for infects, a keg of arrack for preferv- 
ing ferpents and amphibious animals, cotton and boxes for ftuffing and keeping birds in, 
cartridge-paper for the drying of plants, tea and bifcuits for my own ufe, and tobacco to 
diftribute among the Hottentots, together with fire-arms, and a large quantity of po&- 
der, ball, and fhot of various kinds. Shoes for the {pace of four months were no in- 
confiderable ayticle in this account, as the leather prepared in the Indies is by no 
means {trong ; befides, that it is quite cut to pieces, or foon worn out, by the fharp 
ftones that occur every where in the mountains. 

My equipage confifted of a faddle-horfe, a cart covered with § fail-cleth, like an am-. 
munition-waggon, and three yoke of oxen, by which it was to be drgwn through the* 
whole of the journey. My travelling companions were Auge, the gardener, whdé had 

before made eighteen journeys of different lengths into the country, and was now to be 

my fure and faithful guide; M. Immelman, a youth, the fon of a lieutenant in the 

army, together with Leonhardi, a ferjeant, who undertook this tedious journey for the , 
rm 
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fake of fhooting the larger animals and birds; and laftly, two domiefticated Hottentots, 
one of whom was to drive, and the other to lead our oxen. 

Every one that travels in this country performs his journey pretty nearly in the follow- 
ing way: A large waggon, worth from one hundred and twenty to two hundred dol- 
lars, and covered with a large tilt of fack-cloth, is commonly drawn by five or fix yoke 
of oxen, which are driven by a man with a long whip, but led through the rivulets and 
by the farms. The horfes are but weak in this part of the world, and find-no where 
in Africa either pafture or water ; confequently they cannot be ufed for long journeys. 
Nor are horfes employed for carrying any wares on their backs up to town from the farms 
that lie near it, but there are fome few wealthy perfons that now and then put two or 
three pair of them into a waggon for fhort journeys. Still, however, they are made ufe 
of all over the country for riding on. When farmers, that live far down in the country, 
go up to the Cape, they generally take five or fix {pare oxen with them, for the purpofe 
of changing cattle in a journey which lafts feveral weeks. The whip is an inftrument 
which might feem to command refpeét, not only from the oxen, for whofe fervice it is 
principally deftined, but from every one elfe. 

Thus equipped, I fet out with my company from the Cape on the 7th of September 
for Jan Befis Kraal, a fmall grazing farm belonging to the Company, and fituated by 
the fea-fide, where we arrived at eleven o’clock. 2 . 

All over the fandy fields the protea hypophylla was feen creeping and procumbent, 
with its leaves ftanding up ereét on each fide of it. Near’ Fland’s Fontain (or Elk’s 
Fountain), a plant of this fpecies was feen ftanding upright like a bufh, much refem- 
bling the former, but with broader leaves. 

‘We proceeded on our journey till twelve o’clock, when we came to another farm 
belonging to the Company, called Riet Valley ; afterwards to Moftert’s Farm; and 
laftly, pafling by Brack Fontain, we came to Groene Kloof ve Green Valley), a con- 
fiderable grazing farm belonging to the Company, at the diftance of eight hours’ jour- 
ney from the Cape. In this pleafant place we remained a whole week, as well becaufe 
we found a great deal to collect here, as becaufe that, in confequence of the refraction 
of the fun-beams from the burning fand, I was unfortunately attacked with a very 
violent inflammation in my eyes, which I did not eafily get rid of. 

‘The country has indeed been much inhabited and cultivated by the European colonifts, 
but as yet no mile-ftones have been fet up, nor have the farms and rivers every where re- 
ceived fuitable names. ‘The farms are frequently called after their owners, and the 
diftances between places are meafured by the time required to travel. over them in a 
waggon drawn by oxen, which anfwers pretty exactly to a fea-league per hour. All 
this occafions travellers a great deal of trouble, and is the caufe that I am obliged to call 
the places, whicn I paffed in my travels, by the Dutch names, by which they are known 
on the {pot. 

The fandy and low plains, which we traverfed, abounded at this time in bulbous 
plants, befides others which were now fprung up in confequence of the heavy rains 
that had fallen during the winter, and which, with their infinitely varied flowers, deco- 
rated thefe otherwife naked heaths. 

+ The roots (dubi) of the iris edulis, when boiled and ferved up at table, tafted much 
like potatoes. . 
~The African flowers vary greatly as to colour, efpecially on the upper part, and are 
more conftant on the under part. 

Flamingoes (phenicopterus ruber) were feen in abundance, wading every where in the 

ponds and puddles, in which were found alfo ducks and {nipes (feolopax Capenfis). In 
12 the 
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the plains were heard among the buthes the Korrhaan (Otis). The Haantje (a fmall 
bird), and deer of various kinds were feen running about, fuch as Harte-beefts (capra 
dorcas), Steen-boks (capra grimmia), divers (capra ——), as well as the itately 
oftrich, diftinguithed by its black feathers from its grey females. 

A clay, impregnated with fulphur, was fhown me, which is to be found near a foun. 
tain hard-by Paard Mountain. 

The feed-veflels of a fpecies of Euphorbia, pulverized, were ufed for poifoning 
wolves, 

Here I faw, for the firft time, the oleum ricini, or caftor oil. The feeds were faid 
to be boiled in water, and the oil is tkimmed off as it rifes, which is taken, in as large 
a dofe as that of a tea-cup full, for a gentle purge. The leaves of the fhrub dried, and 
applied round the head, were affirmed to be ferviceable in the head-ache. . 

On the 14th, we pafled Oranie Fontein, or Orange Fountain, and Uyle Kraal, or 
the Owl’s Kraal, in our way to Thé Fontein, or ‘Yea Fountain, a journey of fix hours; 
and afterwards pafling by Elk’s Fountain (Eland’s Fontein), got to’ Saldahna Bay the 
next day. 

The farmers on this fide of the Cape have neither vineyards nor much arable land, 

«but, inftead of thefe, plenty of cattle. Butter is made here every day, in a churn like 
a‘pump ; and the butter-milk, excellent as it is, is thrown out to the calves and dogs, 
Indeed, they fcarcely allow their milk to cream beforehand. As to houfehold furni- 
ture, they were in great want of it. : 

We left our faddle-horfes at a farmer’s houfe ; after which, we croffed the harbour 
in a veffel to the Company’s poft, where we ftaid feveral days. 

Here was plenty of game, confifting of antelopes, ducks, and other animals. 

The expreffed juice of the fow-thiftle ( Jonchus oleraceus), was ufed for cleanfing 
and healing ulcers, 

The black juice of the cuttle-fith (epic), mixed up with vinegar, was ufed for 
making ink. This animal has real eyes, confifting of a cornea, choroidea, and a cryf- 

+ talline lens, with all the humours ufually found in the eye. 

Among the fervants I found Elifcus Hyphoff, who was in the capacity of a cook 
here, and was the fon of M. Hyphoff, direétor of the bank in Stockholm. 

The albuca major grew in this neighbourhood tall, ftraight, and elegant. Its fuc- 
culent ftalk, which is rather mucilaginous, is chewed by the Hottentots and other tra- 
vellers, by way of quenching their thirft. 

There were a great many fand-banks in the harbour, which were feen at low-water. 
: Grafs grew off the iflands in abundance ; but there were neither fheep nor oxen in 
them. 

While I was botanizing, I found a dead tiger near the fhore. He had probably 
been eating fome poifonous plants, and afterwards went in quelt of water, before® he 
fell down. : 

On the iflands without and round Saldahna Bay, feals (phoca) were caught in abund- 
ance, from the ‘blubbe: of which a good and ufeful vil was prepared. ‘The fkins of 
the fmaller fort of thefe animais are ufed only for fhooting-bags and tobacco-pouches. 
The large feals, I was told, would we.gh fourteen or fifteen hifndred weight. With 
refpect to thefe creatures, a diluzveeable accident had happened here lately : a foldier 
was fent out to fhoot them, and having wounded one of them, whi&h fay as though it 
were dead, he went to open a vein in order to draw off its blood, as the oil is fuppofed 
to be the better for this operation, when on a fudden the feal caught hold of his hand, 
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which the foldier pulling back in hafte, his thumb was bitten off, and tie tendon drawn 
out to a great length. : 

From Saldahna Bay we returned to Thé Fontein, and, at a farm there, had an op- 
portunity of feeing with what dexterity the peafants perform the caftratioN of their 
oxen, fifty of which, two years old, and one at three years, went through this opera- 
tion in one evening. The cord of a whip was faftened round the horns, and a rope 
round one of the hind-legs. ‘The animal being by this means thrown down on one 
fide, its four legs were tied together. They then cut with a knife on the exterior fide 
through all the integuments quite to the tefticle; after this, they laid hold of the tefti- 
cle and fcraped the funiculus, continually twifting it at the fame time, till the tefticle 
came away. . 

Great complaints were made of the feed-veflels of the rumex /pinofus (Dubelties), 
which grew very common here, as the fharp prickles of them cut the teet of the flaves 
and others, who walked bare-footed. 

In wet years, the pharnaceum mollugo (Muggekruyd) grows copioufly here, and is 
faid to make the cattle, that feed on it, very fat. 

Difficult as it is to come within reach of it, we at laft fhot a Korhaan, a bird which 
in its flight cries, kok-karri, kok-carri. 

The Secretary Bird (falco fecretarius), made its appearance frequently, with its 
beautiful head and long legs; it runs very faft, and lives on the ferpents it catches. { 
was told, that its young are not reared without difficulty, as they are very apt to break 
their legs. Yet I faw at Conftantia an old bird that was tame. They lay two or three 
eggs, and are faid to build their nefts with twigs upon bufhes. They are almoft always 
found folitary, and in no great abundance. 

The black-berries of a buth called Kraijebofch, or Crow-buth, were greedily de- 
youred by the crows at the Cape. 

On the 25th, we left Thé Fontein, and ferried over Payne (Mountain River). 

The root of Anife (Anys Wortel) was eaten here roafted, and tafted well; it is 
either roafted in the embers, or boiled in milk, or elfe ftewed with meat. The farmers 
fometimes make their flaves dig up a large quantity. of them, which they fell in town. 

The root of the Gatagay is likewife roafted in the embers and eaten, but has a bad 
and difagreeable tafte. 

Wherever we went, we obferved a black-beetle (#richius /aticollis) occupied the 
whole day throughout in rolling large balls of dung with its hind-feet, and conftantly 
going backwards. With its fore-feet it digs large holes in the fand, and alfo throws 
the fand on one fide with its fcutellum. It probably lays itseggs in + balls, which 
it afterwards buries in the fand. More than once we obferved two of the infects here 
fpoken of aflifting each other in rolling away one of thefe balls. 

« Phe oats brought hither from Europe are now looked upon as the wort of weeds in 
this country, as the grains are eafily fhaken out of the ears by the violence of the 
winds that prevail here, and fowing themfelves, choak up all the other corn. It is to 

* no purpofe to lay a piece of land fo fpoiled fallow for feveral years, for-when the field 
comes to be ploughed up, the oats, having lain unhurt in the ground, fhoot up afrefh. 

They gave the name of nightingale (Nachtigall) to a bird, which in its notes and 

+ geftures imitated feveral other birds. 

. The Oppblazers (; zeumora), a kind of grafs-hopper, were caught in the evening. 
After fun-fet they begin to make a fingular noife, by rubbing their barbed legs againit 
their empty and tran{parent ftomach. It was fuppofed that this found was heard at a 
great diflance. As I perceived that thefe, like many other nocturnal infects, were 
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fond of light, T ordered a large fire to be made in the field, near which they were 
caught, while they were marching up to it. Their whole body is, as it were, a bladder, 
and fo empty, that thefe creatures cannot be carried about ftuck through with a pin, 
like other infects. 

Nefts of finches (/axi@) made of the ftalks of grafs, curioufly interwoven, hung on 
the branches of trees over ponds, with a long and narrow neck, by which the bird ufed 
to enter. This neck prevented the birds of prey from getting at the young ones, and 
the water, over which the neft hung on low fhrubs and bufhes, kept off foxes and other 
beafts of prey. 

The cattle were liable to various grievous diftempers, of which they fometimes alfo 
died. : 

‘The bloody ficknefs (Blaar or Bloodziekte) is a difeafe of the cattle, in which the 
veins all over the body are ae | turgid. Letting of blood and violent exercife 
were faid to be ferviceable in this diftemper. The fleth of fuch beafts as die of it, is 
not eatable. 

‘The {pongy ficknefs (Sponziekte) begins in this manner ; firft a foot fwells, and then 
by degrees the whole body. This diforder fometimes laft three days, but at other times 

- proves fatal in as many hours. If the foot is taken off immediately, the creature’s life 
thay be faved. The flefh of fuch an animal likewife is not eatable: this diftemper, in 
“my opinion, can proceed from no other caufe than the bite of fome ferpent, a kind of 
reptile, which, in this warm quarter of the globe, is but too common. 

The lame diftemper (Laamziekte) is, when the cattle are unable to ftand. It comes 
on gradually, and is flow in its progrefs. After the death of the animal the hones of 
its legs are found to be quite empty, and without marrow; inftead of which they are 
filled with water. 

The horned cattle, as well as horfes, are afflicted with the ftranguary, or a retention 
of their urine, after feeding on the Euphorbia Geniftoides, which contains a milk that 
does no injury to the ftomach and bowels, but corrodes the bladder, and efpecially ob- 
ftructs the urinary paflages. If the penis is preffed, this vifcid matter is {queezed out. 
The peafants therefore either prefs it out, or. with a ftraw pufh it back again. When 
the cattle are fupplied with good and freth water, this difeafe cannot get the upper hand ; 
but in fummer, when the water is thick and impure, fo that it cannot dilute the peccant 
matter, the cattle die. 

On the right fide of Groote Berg Rivier (or Great Mountain River) was feen Ribeck- 
caftle, which ig,a high and large folitary mountain; and to the left, Picket-berg. We 
pafled by the ig-bergen, and in the evening arrived at a farm belonging to one 
Griling. 

On the 26th we croffed the river called Four-and-twenty-River, and came to the farm 
of Arnhem, from thence to little Mountain River, and farther through Rood Zands- 
kloof (Red-fand Valley) to Waferfland or Roode Zand. The cleft, through which we 
paffed from the fandy plain, that lies low towards the Cape, but gradually rifes till it 
comes to Roode Zand, is one of the few chafms left by the tong ridge of mountains, 
through which it is poffible for a waggon to pals, though, perhaps, not entirely without 
danger. In fome places it was fo narrow, that two waggons cocld not pals each other. 
At fuch narrow paffes as this, it is ufual for the drivers to give feveral terrible loude 
fmacks with their long whips, which are heard at the diftance of fevetal miles, fo that 
the waggon that arrives firft may get through unimpeded, before another enters it. 

As foon as we had pafled the mountains as far as to Roode Zand, the country appeared 
much higher than the fide from which we came. At one end this country is bounded 
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by high mountains, called Winter-hoek (or Winter-corner), becaufe their taps, almoit 
the whole year throughout, are covered with fnow ; at the other end it is open, with a 
range of mountains projecting into it, and forming an angle, called Moftertfhoek, and 
grows wider and wider the nearer it approaches to the fouth. 

We took up our lodging with a man of the name of De Vett, a defcendant of one of 
the French families, which came with the firft colonifts that fettled in this part of Africa, 
to lay out vineyards, and plant fruit-trees. 

‘Tintirinties is a name given to a fpecies of ornithogalum, with a white flower, from 
the found it produced, when two {talks of it were rubbed againft each other. 

In order to give our cattle time to reft a little, and, in fome meafure, recovers their 
loft fleth, we pailed almoft a fortnight at this agreeable place, during which time we 
had the opportunity of drying the plants and feeds we had already collected, and of 
vifiting ‘all the hills and mountains in the environs. 

On the 28th, therefore, we fet out on an excurfion acrofs the cataract and the moun- 
tains, to a fadler’s, named Swieger, and the next day went on to a man of the name of 
Olivier, with whom we left our horfes, and afcended the mountain on foot. 

On the rft of O&ober, we made an incurfion over Mount Witlen ; on the other fide 
of which was a traét of land, or rather a cleft in the mountain, narrower than Roode 
Zand, but about four times higher. From this eminence, Table-mountain, near the 
Cape, was feen: and by reafon of the coldnefs of this place, and the backwardnefs of 
the fummer, the plants flowered here at lealt one month later, than in other parts of 
the country. Snow frequently falls here to the height of three feet, which lies feveral 
days; but higher up on the mountain, a {till longer time. Behind this valley, moun- 
tains were feen, and behind thefe, ftill higher ridges of other mountains; on the other 
fide of which, the Bokkevelden or Goat-fields, were faid to be fituated. In this nar- 
row, lofty, and cold traét of land, there were feveral grazing farms, but no corn was 
cultivated there, as this latter commodity could not be tranfported from thence over the 
mountains. It took us up a full hour to pafs the mountain on horfeback. 

Being returned to Roode Zand, the much celebrated Snake-ftone (Slange-fteen) was 
fhown to me, which few of the farmers here could afford to purchafe, it being fold at a 
high price, and held in great efteem. It is imported from the Indies, efpecially from 
Malabar, and cofts feveral, frequently ten or twelve, rix-dollars. It is round and convex 
on one fide, of a black colour, with a pale ath-grey fpeck in the middle, and tubulated, 
with very minute pores. When thrown into water, it caufes bubbles to rife, which is a 
proof of its being genuine, as is alfo, that if put into the mouth, it adheres to the palate. 
When it is applied to any part that has been bitten by a ferpent, it faft to the 
wound, and extracts the poifon; as foon as it is faturated, it falls off of itfelf. If it be 
then-put into milk, it is fuppofed to be purified from the poifon it had abforbed, and the 
milk js faid to be turned blue by it. Frequently, however, the wound is fcarified with 
a Tazor, previous to the application of the ftone. 

I was informed that the Hottentots, when bitten by a ferpent, immediately go in 
fearch of a toad, with which they rub the wound, and thus effet a perfe&: cure. They 
have alfo the art of extracting the poifon, by caufing another perfon to apply his mouth 
to the wound, and fuck it, after fearifying the fleth all round it with a knife. 

. A ferpent (Ciluber /eut. adb. 197. fquam. caudal. 124) was found here, called the 
Boomflang (or trec-fernent), on account of its being frequently found in trees. The 
leagth of it was eight feet; Supra totus fufeus, fquamis linca elevate carinatis 3 fubtus 
totus flavefcens. 

The 
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The Tylbagitia Alliacea (Wilde Knofflook, or wild garlic), the root of which {mells 
very {trong of garlic, was reported to be a charm for ferpents. 

With the poifon of ferpents, and the juice of the Sideroxylum Toxiferum (Gift-boom, 
or poifon-tree), the Hottentots poifon their arrows, which they ufe again(t antelopes and 
wild buffaloes, as allo again{t their enemies, 

The ferota of fheep are fometimes ferved up at table, roafted, and tafted very well, 
but were apt to rife on the ftomach. 

The Aponogeton Diftachyon (Waater Uynties, or water lilies) grew in many places, 
in fhallow puddles of water, very plentifully, and from its white flowérs that floated on 
the water, exhaled a molt fragrant odour. ‘The roots roafted, were reckoned a great 
delicacy. , 

Cucumbers, which were cultivated in the gardens, were ferved up at table, by way 
of defert, being pickled firft in falt water, and afterwards in vinegar, with Cayenne 
pepper. 
edi a decoétion of the folanum nigrum (or deadly night-thade) and the /anchus 
oleraccus (or fow-thiftle), which were found growing wild near almoft every farm-houfe, 
were formed, with wax and lard, fome excellent falves, for healing of wounds and 
ulcers of all kinds, remedies which were as common as they were approved. 

+ The fwallows (Lirundo rufica) were now, in the months of September and Odtober, 

. extremely buly in the mornings and evenings in building their nefts, and that in the 
very houtes of the farmers, the doors of which are feldom fhut ; fometimes, though 
very feldom, they fix their habitations in the clefts of rocks. They build their nefts 
here of clay, which they work up with their bills, and carry in fmall {craps to their 
habitations, which thus become daily more round and complete. The fwallows, which 
conftantly return hither at this ime, migrate every year from hence, as they do in 
Europe, without the country-people being able to afcertain whither they retire during 
winter. 

A report that was very general at Roode Zand, {truck me with the greateft aftonith- 
ment, and excited my curiofity in the higheft degree. The inhabitants all affared 
me in one voice, that there was a bufh to be found on the mountains, on which grew 
various wonderful products, fuch as caps, gloves, worfted ftockings, &c. of a fub- 
ftance refembling a fine plufh. I importuned almoft every body in the neighbourhood 
to procure me, if poflible, fome of thefe marvellous products, and I refolved not to 
leave the place till I fhould have unriddled this myltery. In the courfe of a few days, 
T had feveral of the leaves brought me down from the mountains, which were covered 
with a very thick fhag or down (tomentum), and very much refembled white velvet. 
The girls, who were ufed to the management of thefe leaves, began immediately, with 
lingular dexterity and nicety, to ftrip off this downy coat, whole and entire as it was, 
without rending it. After it had been taken off in this manner, it was turned infige 
outwards ; when the green veins of the leaf appeared on one fide. siccordingly, as 
the leaf was more or lefs round or oval, divers of the abovementioned articles were 
formed out ofvit, the thape being now and then affifted a little by the {ciflars. The 
talks of the leaves furnifhed ftockings and ladies’ fingered gloves; the fmaller leaves, 
caps. So that the matter was not quite fo wonderful, as it was wonderfully related. 
But in the mean-time, it remained ftill for me to find out to what plant thefe leaves, 
belonged, and this forced me to climb up myfelf the higheft Juwneits of the moun- 
tains, where they grow. The plant, indeed, was not fcarce in thole places, but 
it coft me a great deal of trouble before I could find one in flower, or in feed, and 
when I did, I was convinced that this plant belongs to the genus of bupleurum 

giganteum. 


22 THUNBERG’S ACCOUNT OF THR CAPE OF GOOD HOPE. . 


giganteum. The downy coat, refembling fine wool, being well dried, was,alfo ufed 
for tinder, and anfwered the purpofe extremely well. 

Roode Zand has a fine church, and its own appropriate minifter. To this parifh, 
all who live farther down in the country mutt neceffarily belong; though they 
fearcely come more than once a year up to the church, on which occafion they gene- 
rally bring their children with them to be baptized. P 

On the 6th, having made here a fine collection of plants, birds, and feeds, and our 
cattle being perfectly refrefhed, we left this beautiful fpot, and penetrated into the 
country over feveral rivers, fuch as Harte-beeft’s Rivier (where we took up our lodg- 
ing for the firft night with Michael de Plot), Hex Rivier, Breede Rivier, and fo an to 
Matties Valley and Brandfteeg, and crofling Mattjes Kloof, arrived at the houfe of 
Peter de Wett, near the hot bath, where we refted a day for the fake of ufing the bath, 
and of vifiting the neighbouring mountains. 

Before we reached De Ploi’s houfe, near Harte-beeft’s Rivier, we paffed by a moun- 
tain called Slangenkop (ferpent’s head), which may, perhaps, be confidered as the 
moft remarkable in its kind. It ftands feparated from the other ridges of mountains, 
like a large folitary rock, and is not very high. On one fide of it is a large and deep 
crevice, which makes this rock remarkable, as every autumn almoft all the ferpents 
of the neighbourhood creep into it, and affemble together, in order to remain there 
fecure and unmolefted, during their torpid ftate. ‘fowards fummer, when the heat 
begins to fet in, ferpents of many different kinds, and frequently coiled up together in 
large knots, are feen coming out from this hole, in order to fpread themfelves after- 
wards all over the fields,’ each to its refpedtive place of abode, and by means of proper 
food, to recover the flefh which they have loft in this retreat. 

The colutea veficatoria bruifed, was ufed in difeafes of the eyes. The pyrus cydonia, 
(or Quince-tree), grew here, being planted out for hedges. 

The hot-bath has its fource at the foot of the mountain, on the eaft fide of the ridge, 
in a fandy foil. The {prings are feven in number, one of which is very large, com- 
pared with the others. The fecond or uppermott, is of a midling fize, to the fouth- 
ward of which the firft is fituated, and the third clofe by it. Below thefe is a fourth, 
and the fifth is fituated a few yards farther off, and between thefe two the fixth, 
which does not {pring up in any one regular place, but bubbles up alternately out of 
feveral places. ‘I'he lowermoft is the largeft, and boils with great force. The water 
is quite boiling-hot, fo as even to be fit for fcalding animals in. ‘The fmoke is feen to 
rife as it were out of a pot boiling over the fire, and continues fo to do in the ftream 
that runs down from it, to the diftance of two mufket-fhots. ‘The fides and bottom 
of the channel have no fediment ; but a green Conferva grows in it. The {tones that 
lay in the channel, and at this time were elevated a little above the furface of the water, 
were meverthelefs covered with a grey coat, and in the channel a foft ftone was 
found, which might be fcraped with a knife, and was ufed inftead of chalk. A piece 
of blue woollen cloth did not change its colour in the water, neither did blue fugar- 

~paper, a fign that the water contained no acid. By fugar of lead it was no otherwife 

affected than that it acquired the colour of milk, and with powder of Peruvian bark 
it became rather brown, The vein runs always equally ftrong, without increafing 
or diminifhing ; yet the water was faid to be hotter in fummer. Linen may be wafhed 
in it, without being coloured by it, and meat may be boiled in the ufual manner in 
oe bath itfelf, without acquiring any difagreeable talte; all which proves the purity of 
this water, 


From 
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From the {prings, the water, in running down, gathers together into feveral cavities 
of different fizes, in which people may fit down to ufe the bath. Over two of thefe 
pits fmall huts were ereGted for the convenience of the Company ; and to thefe cold 
water could be brought at pleafure from a ftream that ran down from the mountains. 
Indeed, it would be too venturefome to go alone into this bath; as the heat of the 
water, which increafes the palpitation of the heart, drives the blood into the ex- 
tremities ; and the veins of the lower parts of the body, which are in the bath, become 
fo expanded, that the blood is derived in too great a quantity from the head, and one 
is in danger of falling into a fwoon in a quarter of an hour. Sometimes both naufea 
and yomiting fupervene. 

Among the invalids, who were here at this time for the benefit of their health, were 
two who had a pectiliar claim to our pity. The one was a countryman, who had a 
malignant ulcer in his ftomach, in confequence of being gored by a mifchievous ox : 
he could not take any thing into his ftomach except a very fmall quantity of the bath 
water, as he vomited continually. The other was a flave, who had a large flefhy ex- 
crefcence on his right fhoulder, which had puthed the arm out of joint before ; this 
was occafioned by a {mart blow on the fhoulder-blade, that he had received by a fall. 

_ , The mefembryanthemum edule grew here in great abundance, and ef ecially in the 
‘fandy plains, and was called Hottentots figs (Hottentots Vygen) the uit when ripe 

. and peeled, tafting tolerably well ; it varies greatly in the colour of its bloffoms, which 
are fometimes red; at other times, carnation, yellow, or white. 

On the oth of Ogtober we pafled over Maurice’s Heights to Koree. From this hill 
the mountain, in one of its floping fides, was feen to confift &f flate (febifius feriptura 
candida) in laminas, but very brittle and unfit for writing upon. On the other fide of 
this eminence were feen alfo the Carrow Plains, which are very dry, fterile, and bare 
of grafs, being covered with a great number of fucculent plants only, and buthes. 

‘The prickly buth of the arduina bifpinofa now bore ripe berries, which were faid to 
be eaten by the Hottentots, 

I had here an opportunity of feeing the fame operation performed upon a great 
number of lambs, as I had before feen done with refpect to oxen: the farmer himfelf 
caftrating them with a fmall knife, with which he laid open the fcrotum. The tefticles 
then were drawn out fucceffively, and very dexteroufly feparated. 

In this place, where the farms ftand clofer together than elfewhere, the fheep were 
marked, and particalarly in the ears. When it rained any great length of time, the 
fheep grew fhiff, and fome of them died. In confequence of this, they were alfo at- 
tacked with the dropfy (q/cites), which the peafants cured by tapping them in the 
belly. 

The fheep are fometimes fhorn in this country, though the wool is feldom made ufe 
of; but the theep-fkins are frequently given to the flaves unthorn. an% 

The zygophyllum morg fana,a handfome fhrub, now adorned the hills with its bloffoms, 
and appeared to be very proper for arbours. 

A place or fold, where fheep as well as horned cattle were inclofed in the open air, 
was called a Kraal. This place was always near the houfe. It-was furrounded either 
by a mud-wall or by very prickly bufhes. For the purpofe of letting the cattle in or 
oat, an opening was left, before which was placed a gate or door.” In thefe parts, 
where there was plenty of wood, thefe kraals were inclofed byefolled trees, confiftin: 
of the mimofa nilotica and arduina bifpinofa, the mott prickly of any almoft in all 
Africa. Thefe fences keep off wolves, foxes, and other beaits of prey, as well in 
confequence of their breadth, as by their prickles. 


Thee 
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The mimofa nilotica, while’it is cutting down, may fometimes happen to fall upon a 
man, and its prickles to enter deep into his body, on which occafion they may chance 
to break off, and ftick faft in it. : 

The antelopes eat the leaves of the mimofa nilotica, and frequently the prickles of 
it run into their feet without doing them any injury. 

In the crevices of the mountains a great number of Dafles (cavia capenfis) were 
found, which were generally fuppofed to have the menftrual flux: and the fand-hills 
to the right harboured near the fummit of their fides a deep white fand, which was 
driven about by the wind. 

In a river, which had a fmall creek, and in this a deep hole, I faw in miniature the 
manner in which Nature forms whirpools, or Maalftroms. Above the hole,- the froth 
and other impurities were carried round in a.dire€tion contrary, to that of the current, 
and were drawn down in the centre. 

On account of the flooding of the rivulets we were obliged to remain here a few 
days; and from hence we took our route on the 14th over the river Koree, which we 
croffed twice, and afterwards pafled over Sand River, which is frequently dried up, 
to Riet Fontein (Reed Fountein) and farther over Clas Vogt’s Rivier, to a farm which 
at this time belonged to one Le Roux. . : 

The vifeum capenfé, a parafitic plant, was feen diffeminated every where on the’ 
branches of trees (efpecially of the rhus) by means of its berries, which the birds arc . 
fond of. 

On the 15th, pafling by Gert’s houfe, we croffed a very deep river, in our way to 
Philip Bota’s: and went‘from thence paft Drofki’s houfe to Jacob Bota’s. 

Here they thewed me a fpecimen of cat-filver (mica argentea) found in the mountains, 
which was mixed with a tranfparent and irregularly cryftallized calcareous fpar ; as alfo 
a kind of bitumen, which the country-people were pleafed to call Daffes-p— ; fuppofing 
it to be the infpiffated urine of the great mountain-rat (cavia capenfis) that is found 
there. I was informed that this bitumen was to be found in great abundance in the 
cracks and crevices of the mountain, efpecially at one large projeéting krants, or 
fummit. The bitumen was very impure, and known to the country-people on account 
of its great ufe in fractures. 

The branches of the wax-fhrub (myrica cordifolia), the berries of which are covered 
with a fat fubftance refembling bees-wax, were put whole into a pot of boiling-water, 
in order to melt and fkim off the wax. It refembles grey impure wax, is harder 
than tallow, and fomewhat fofter than wax. The farmers ufe it for candles, but the 
Hottentots eat it like a piece of bread, either with or without meat. 

On the 17th, patling by Bruynties Rivier and Leeawe Rivier (Lion River), we came 
to Keureboom’s Rivier, which is fo named from the trees (/ophora capenfis) which grow 
near it in abundance. 

An infufion of the root of afclepias undulata was ufed as a remedy for the cholic. 

Cryftals of gypfum, which were faid to be found in the mountains of Africa, were 

-ufed for cleanfing ulcers, when pounded and fprinkled upon them. f 

On the 18th we paffed Pufpas Valley and Rivier, and arrived at Zwellendam, the 
refidence of one of the Company’s land-drofts, whofe jurifdiétion extends over all the 
interior part of ‘he country that lies beyond the fpot, and whofe office is in fome 
refpect, though not abfplutely, fimilar to that of the governor of a province. 

The acrid berries of the fagara capenfis were wfed both here and in other parts of 
the country in the cholic. 


2 After 
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: . . 

After dining ‘with the land-droft, M. Mentz, by whom we were received with the 
greateft hofpitality, we continued our journey acrofs the broad river, known by the 
name of Buffeljagt’s Rivier, to one of the Company’s pofts, called Riet Valley (Reed 
Valley), where we flayed feveral days, to arrange the colleGtions we had made, and to 
repair our wretched carriage, which had been fhattered to pieces by the ftrong and 
mountainotis road; a cart fo {mall, old, and crazy, that probably nobody, either be- 
fore or after us, can boaft of having made, in fuch a vehicle, fo long and dangerous 
a journey into this mountainous country. 

The plains now began to abound more in grafs, and looked fomething like meadows, 
The mountains which had followed us, as it were, all the way from Roode Zand, now 
terminated.gradually in large -declivities like fteps and hills. In the fame proportion, 
likewife, the herds of cattle became larger, and occurred more frequently ; while the 
vineyards and corn-fields which, however, were not wanting as yet, grew more and 
more fcarce. 

We were told that infectious diftempers frequently prevailed among the cattle here, 
and that the Boandzickte was not uncommon. It was defcribed as firft attacking the 
lungs and liver, and then the other parts of the body; in confequence of which the 

. flefh became fo foft and tender, that there was hardly any cohefion left between the 
fibres. 

Not far from this farm of the Company’s, which particularly furnifhes it with large 
timber, in a cleft in the mountains, ftood a large wood, called Grootvader’s Bofch, 
or Grandfather’s Wood. To this we made an excurfion, with a view of becoming 
acquainted with the indigenous trees of Africa, After pafling’ by a farm-honfe called 
Rietkeul, we arrived at Duyvenhoek’s Rivier, at a fpot which had obtained the name 
of Helle (or hell) on account of the mountain at this part forming a very deep valley. 
The foreft was very thick and lofty, but unfortunately the trees at this feafon had nei- 
ther bloffom nor fruit on them, to fatisfy my curiofity. 

Camaffie-hout was a very fine fort of wood, ufed for the borders of chefts of drawers, 
and of other pieces of furniture. 

Stink-hoot ({tink-wood), which refembles the walnut-tree, isa tall tree, and is ufed 
for making writing-defks and chefts of drawers. 

Geel-hout, or yellow wood (ilex crocea), is a large tree, the wood of which is very 
heavy, more or lefs of a pale yellow colour, and is ufed for making tables. 

A rock cryftal that was found here was fhown to me, of the length of the little fin. 
ger, and pointed at both ends. 

A fpecies of pepper (piper capenfe) that was found in abundance in the wood here, 
was called by the country people Staart Pepper or tail-pepper, and ufed by them as 
a fpice. ‘ 

We left our cart at the Company’s poft, and in the place of it procured a large.wag- 
gon tilted over with fail-cloth, together with ten frefh oxen to continue our intendéd 
expedition to the coaft of Caffraria. % . 

Not far from this farm there lived a few Hottentots, who were fometimes employed 
in the fervice of the farm and the Company. They were quite mad after brandy and 
tobacco, and feemed to place their whole delight in filth and ftench. Their bodies 
were befmeared all over with greafe, and powdered with the powder of Bucku 
(diofma) ; and to fhow us refpect as ftrangers, they had painted ghemfelves befideg with 
red and black ftreaks. The women wore a triangular piece of fkin, and the men a 
bag or pouch, on the fore-part of their bodies, for the fake of decency. Round the 
neck, arms, and waift, they were decorated with ftrings of blue, white, red, and 
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motley coloured glafs-beads in feveral rows. Some of them wore rings of iron, brafs, 
or leather round their arms. A fheep-fkin, thrown over their hips, and another over 
their back, conftituted the whole of their apparel. The tobacco-pipe was continually in 
their mouths. They fubfift upon their cattle, and upon bulbous roots, which they 
are very ready at finding out and digging up in the fields. 

For want of clocks, the colonifts shears meafure time by the courfe of the fun. 

On the 23d and 24th we paffed over Krakous Rivier, and Krakous Heights (Krakous 
Hoogt), and at noon arrived at Vett Rivier, and afterwards crofling this river, pafled 
by feveral farm-houfes, 

In thefe plains the aloe-tree (ale perfoliata), from the leaves of which the gum aloe 
diftils, grew in greater abundance than I ever obferved it to do in any other place. 

The theep here were feeding on various poifonous plants, fuch as the rhus /ucidum, 
lycium afrum, &¥e. 

On the 25th we vifited Martin Lagrans, at Palmit Rivier, a farmer, who had as 
many fowls as fupplied him with a hundred eggs every day. 

From thence crofling Zoet-melks Rivier (New-milk River), and pafling by Zwarte 
Valley, or Black Vale, we came to a farm called Wel te Vrede (Well fatisfied) near 
Valfe Rivier (or Falfe River). 

Hard-by Zwarte Valley, to the left, the rock plainly appeared to contain iron. 

On the 27th paffing by Groote Valley, or the Great Valley, and crofling the broad 
river, called Goud’s River, we arrived at Daniel Pinard’s, 

Here we were informed, the rabies canina and vulpina had prevailed. 

T obferved that the pecfants here praétifed a curious method of clearing their poultry- 
houfes from vermin, Thefe houfes are conftructed of clay, almoft like large ovens ; 
and when they are infected with vermin, the owners have nothing more to do, than to 
put : little ftraw into them, and fet it on fire, in order to be rid of thofe unwelcome 

uelts, 
e On the 28th, we paffed by a large rock, which, on account of its harbouring bees, 
has obtained the name of the Honey Rock (Honing Klip), and reached a farm-houfe, 
fituated near Attaquas Kloof. The Honey Rock yields, at a great diftance, a remark- 
able echo, that repeats feveral fyllables fucceffively, on which account it was an object 
of attention to us in this place. 

The wood of the olive-tree (olea capenfis), which was white and very heavy, ferved 
to make chairs of. 

It is true, wheat was not fown here in great quantities, but the foil was faid to be 
fo fertile, and the roots of the thinly-fown corn to branch out fo much, that every 
grain always produced feveral ears. They affured us that they had frequently counted 
twenty, nay, as far as eighty ears, that proceeded from one root. This 1 conceived 
to be fcarcely credible, and in order to gain more accurate information on this fubjeét, 
Tuindertook to count them myfelf in the field; when I found, that from one fingle 
grain of wheat, a great many ears had frequently fprung up, though the number of 

,thofe that fexamined, did not amount to more than one and forty. 

The Hottentots we had hitherto met with in our expedition had either been brought 
up by the Europeans, or in the neighbourhood of their farms, and confequently were 
often much altertd from their natural ftate. Thofe we vifited now, and efpecially after 
tnis period, lived moftly at a greater diftance from the Europeans, had fometimes vil- 
lages and families of their own, and prefented themfelves to us more and more in a 
fate of nature, that is to fay, in the ftate in which we were defirous of becoming 
better acquainted with them. 2 

10 : A century 
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A century ago it was much eafier to fearch into, and get acquainted with, the peculiar 
manners and mode of living of this people, at which period they dwelt nearer the Cape, 
were more numerous, and enjoyed their priftine liberty. Now, the way to their abodes 
is very long, their focieties fmall, their manners and way of life much altered, and the 
whole nation under great reftraint. 

Some -of thofe that lived as fervants with the colonifts fpoke Dutch tolerably well. 
When the farmers firft fettled in this part of the world, they found the Hottentots to be 
very much afraid of gunpowder and fire-arms, not being able, as they expreffed them. 
felves, to form the leaft idea of their arrows, meaning their balls, of which, after the 
were hot, they could not difcern the flight ; nor of their fcrews, which they could not 
pull out again, as they could nails. 

We heard frequent mention made of a Hottentot, who had died a few years before, 
and who, in confequence of having been toffed by a wild buffalo, had loft the whole of 
his lower jaw, notwithftanding which, he had lived twelve or thirteen years after the 
accident. He could not fpeak a word ; as for his viétuals, he pounded them between 
two ftones, (which are commonly ufed by the Hottentots inftead of a peftle and mortar,) 
and then crammed them down his throat with his fingers. He made, likewife, fhift to 

-{moke tobacco, by holding his hand over the aperture. At laft he had the good for- 
tune to fhoot the very buffalo which had brought this difafter upon him. 

The leaves of the atragene vificatoria were ufed by the country-people in this and 
other places, inftead of Cantharides. Bruifed, and applied to any part of the body, in 
the fpace of half an hour they raifed a large blifter, which keeps open a long time. 
‘The root alfo cut into flices, and applied to any part of the body, draws fo powerfully, 
that if it lies on all night the fore will keep open for amonth. ‘This plant grew chiefly 
near the precipices of mountains, and is ufed in rheumatic and other pains. 

All along from Roode Zand, we had now proceeded nearly due fouth-eaft, through 
a country furrounded on both fides with mountains, of which the ridge that lay to the 
right of us was now at an end, without reaching as far as the fea-fhore. The ridge we 
had on our left ftretched ftill farther on, fo that, as we wifhed to penetrate deeper into 
the country, we were under the neceffity of croffing it. 

Such a paflage may be effected through Attaquas Kloof, a vale of fuch a length, that 
it requires almoft a day’s journey to pafs through it. 

On the 2gth, we took a refolution to fend our waggon this way, with Mr, Immelman, 
and to make a round on horfeback ourfelves, through the verdant and woody country 
of the Hautniquas, (which lay to the right of us, and extended quite to the fea-fhore,) 
and afterwards to crofs the mountains in another place, and join our waggon in Lange 
Kloof. « 

With this view, paffing by Little and Great Black Rivers, we came to Zout Fontein, 
a farm, belonging to a man of the name of Vivier; afterwards we rode through @ 
woody dale, and paft a colony, where we faw only a few Hottentots tending the cattle, 
and at laft arrived at Klein Fontein, or the Little Fountain, near Wittel’s Rivier. 

The following days we continued our journey paft two or three colonifts’ houfes, to 
George Bota, at his farm of Sandvliet, near Keerom Rivier, where we refted ourfelves 
alicle. In our road we caught a yellow ferpent, fix inches long, and,not venomous, 
under fome {tones. 

Of the bark of the anthyllis, the Hottentots have the art of makifig fopes, by means 
of which they afcend trees, as by a ladder, when they want to get honey out of them. 
For this purpofe, they firft tie a noofe round the trunk, in which they put one foot, ae 

E2 they 
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they faften anether noofe higher, up, and when mounted in that, untie the former, and 
fo on. : 

Roads, that can be properly fo called, are not to be found in all this fouthern part of 
Africa; yet the way which people in general take, when they travel, is pretty well 
beaten in the neighbourhood of the Cape; farther down in the country, indeed, very 
often not the leaft veftige of a road appears. Therefore, in plains that are either very 
extenfive, or covered with underwood, it may eafily happen that a traveller thall lofe 
his way; {fo that he ought to be well acquainted with, and accurately obferve, the 
marks, by which he may get into the right road again. He muft fee then whether 
there be any fheep’s-dung in the field, which fhews that there is a farm-houfe ‘n the 
vicinity ; and likewife, whether he can difcover any herds of cattle grazing, or any 
corn-field. 

The country here, in general, confifted of extenfive plains, full of rich pafture, in- 
terfperfed with hillocks and valleys, that abounded in wood and water. 

The trees in the woods were large and tall, but for the moft part crooked and mif- 
fhapen, and at the fame time covered with mofs, like thofe in the northern regions. 

The Hottentot women here wore a little cockle-fhell (nerita hiftrio, and the cypraa 
moneta), by way of ornament, both on their caps, and round their wrifts, in the form 
of bracelets. ‘Their cap is a flip of buffalo leather, of a hand’s breadth, without any 
crown, ornamented on the outfide with thefe fhells in various rows, according ‘to the 
different tafte and wealth of the owner. : 

The Hottentots of this place had a cuftom, which is not general with this nation, of 
wearing a bag of leather, that hung by a ftrap over their fhoulders, quite down on their 
hips. At the lower end it was ornamented with thongs of eather, like fringes, to 
which were tied thells, that made a rattling noife. This bag ferved to keep various 
articles in, 

Other Hottentot women wore on their heads a ftriped conical cap, made of feveral 
narrow flips of black, white, and brown lamb-fkins, in their natural ftate, fewed toge- 
ther. Thefe caps were alfo, fometimes, decorated with glafs beads, fixed on them in 
various forms, or hanging down like ftrings of pearls. 

Round their arms and legs they generally wore rings of ox-hides, which I had here 
the opportunity of feeing made. ‘The flips, cut from the hide, were beaten till they 
were quite round, and both the ends ftuck fo faft together, that it could.not be per- 
ceived where they were joined. Thefe rings they afterwards forced over their feet, 
wearing, efpecially the women, fuch a number of them, as to cover half the leg or 
more. I have alfo fometimes feen them wafh, and afterwards greafe thefe rings. 

In the eggs of oftriches, as I was informed, a {tone was fometimes found, which was 

fet, and ufed for buttons. 
s, Phere are inftances of an European’s having married a Hottentot woman, who has 
then been, baptized. But it has more frequently happened, that a colonift, without 
repular marriage, has had feveral children by a Hottentot miftrefs, and that thefe chil- 
dren have been baptized when they were feveral years old. 

In many places I obferve the land to have been fet on fire for the purpofe of clearing 
it, though in avery dfferent manner from what is done in the north. Divers plains 

chere produce a very high fort of grafs, which being of too coarfe a nature, and unfit 
food: for cattle,"is“nct confumed, and thus prevents frefh verdure from fhooting up ; 

not to mention that it harbours a great number of ferpents and beafts of prey. Such a 

piece of land as this, therefore, is fet on fire to the end that new grafs may {pring up 

from the roots. Now if any of thefe places were overgrown with bufhes, thefe latter 

It were 


, THUNBERG’S ACCOUNT OF THE CAPE OF GOOD HOPE. 29 
were burned quite black, and left ftanding in this footy condition for a great length of 
time afterwards, to my great vexation, as well as that of other travellers, who were 
obliged to pafs through them. 

Almoft every day we were wet to the fkin, in confequence of deluging thowers of 
rain, which were fometimes accompanied with thunder. Though at this feafon they 
have always fine weather near the Cape, it appeared as if winter and the rainy feafon 
had not yet taken leave of this part of the country. The rain was the more trouble- 
fome to us, as, befides that we had no opportunity of getting fhelter here, and the fhort 
intervals of fun-fhine were not fufficient to dry us when wet to the fkin ; the ground, like- 
wilt, efpecially of the hills, was now fo wet and flippery, that our horfes being, accord- 
ing to tht invariable cuftom of the country, unfhod, ftumbled continually, and in many 
places we were in great danger of breaking our arms and legs. . 

On the 2d of November we were overtaken by fome remarkably heavy fhowers, 
when we cfoffed Quaiman’s Drift, a river which, like many other rivers here near the 
fea, rifes and falls with the tide; and, after pafling through feveral woody vales and 
rivers, at length arrived at Magerman’s Kraal, a colony or grazing-farm, belonging to 
Frederick Seelf. 

. More weary and wet, or in a worfe plight, we never could have been, and worfe we 
could never have been accommodated than at this place. No European dwelt here, 
but a black female flave ated in her matter’s abfence as miftrefs of the houfe, and had 
the fuperintendance over a great herd of cattle, and over the Hottentots that tended 
them. ‘The houfe was an oblong cottage, conftruéted of timber, and daubed all over 
with clay. In this | and my companions, with a great number of Hottentots, were 
obliges to pafs the night, happy to have fome kind of fhelter from the rain, wind, and 
cold. 

As in the courfe of the few days fince we had left our waggon, we had made fome 
collections, and therefore could not poflibly ftow every thing upon our horfes’ backs, 
we were under the neceflity of taking three oxen from the houle above-mentioned, to 
carry our baggage, and three Hottentots to lead them. : 

Oxen are much ufed in thefe parts, when tamed and broken in by the Hottentots, to 
carry burdens. Thefe oxen have a hole through the cartilage of their nofe, in which 
is put a ftick, at both ends of which are faftened {traps, like a bridle, by the help of 
which the oxen are guided. 

In different places we obferved pits dug, like thofe in which wolves are ufually caught, 
and in which, when well covered over by the Hottentots, buffaloes and wild beatts are 
taken. j 

The Hottentots always carry the javelin or two (Affagays) with them on their jour- 

neys. Thefe affagays confift of an tron-{pear hollowed out on each fide about fix inches 

long, with or without an iron fhaft, which is fometimes round and fmooth, and*fome- 
times grooved. This {pear is faftened with thongs of leather to a flender .round ftick, 
five feet long, made of the aflagay wood (curtifia faginea), and tapering towards the 
end. With thefe lances, which they throw with great dexterity to the diftance evert 
of one hundred paces, they defend themfelves againft their enemies and wild beatts, 

and are able to kill with them, buffaloes, and other animals. * é 

Inftead of China-veffels and calabafhes, poverty had taught them to ufe the fhells of 
the tortoifes, which frequent the bufhes in the fandy plains, *p&rtitularly the + tefudo 
minuta and geometrica. 

From their frequent befmearing themfelves, as well as from the heat of the climate, 
the Hottentot women have always very flabby breafts, that hang down very low. And 
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therefore, at the fame time that they carry their infants on their back, ‘they-can with 
the greateft eafe throw the breaft to them over their fhoulder. Thefe in fhape and fize 
fometimes very much refembled calabafhes ; but among the curious fights that attracted 
our notice in this folitary place, was a Hottentot girl, whofe breafts were fo long, that 
they hung down as low as to her thighs, and were the largeft that I ever faw among 
this people. : 

Hee alfo, I learned a curious way of baking bread {peedily without an oven. ‘The 
flour was kneaded up with water in the ufual manner to dough, of this afterwards a 
thick cake was made, which was laid in the embers, and covered with them, fo that 
in confequence of the heat communicated to it, it was foon thoroughly baked ; «but 
the afhes that adhered to it made it fo dirty, that they were obliged to fcrape it before 
they could eat it. 

Thé Hottentots always fit before the fire, {quatted down upon their hams, on which 
occafion the women conftantly lay the covering of their modefty, which isshere worn 
in the form of a {quare, underneath them. ‘The huts in thefe parts were formed of 
wooden ftakes, round, and were convex and low, and covered with ftraw mats, in the 
form of a hay-ftack, with a {mall aperture in the front, where the fire is made. 

At the dawn of day, on the 3d of November, we fet out again on our journey, and 
croffed feveral rivers, fuch as the Krakakou, Ao, Koukuma, and Neifena. The woods © 
we pafled through were narrow, and full of prickly bufhes. We could find no other 
paffage through them than the tracks of the Hottentots, fo that we were obliged to 
creep on all fours, and lead our horfes by the bridle. Auge, the gardener, having 
travelled this way before, was now our guide, and we had left the Hottentots with our 
oxen behind us. In the afternoon, we arrived at Koukuma Rivier. We forded over 
one of its branches, and intended to pafs through a thicket to a farm which we dif- 
covered on an eminence on the other fide of this thicket, belonging to one Helgert 
Muller ; but we had not advanced far into the wood before we had the misfortune of 
meeting with a large old male buffato, which was lying down quite alone, in a {pot 
that was free from buthes, for the fpace of a few {quare yards. He no fooner difco- 
vered Auge, who went firft, than roaring horribly he rufhed upon him. The gardener 
turning his horfe fhort round, behind a large tree, by that means got in fome meafure 
out of the buffalo’s fight, which now rufhed ftraight forwards towards the. ferjeant, 
who followed next, and gored his horfe in the belly in fuch a terrible manner, that it 
fell on its back that inftant, with its feet turned up in the air, and all its entrails hang. 
ing out ; in which ftate it lived almoft half an hour. The gardener and the ferjeant, 
in the meantime, had climbed up into trees, where they thought themfelves fecure. 
The buffalo, after this firft atchievement, now appeared to take his courfe towards the 
fide where we were approaching, and, therefore, could not have failed in his way to 
pay -his compliments to me, who all the while was walking towards him, and in the 
narrow pafs formed by the boughs and branches of the trees, and, on account of the 
ruftling noife thefe made againft my faddle and baggage, had neither feen nor heard 
eny thing of what had pafled. As in my way I frequently ftopped to také up plants, 
and put them into my handkerchief, I generally kept behind my companions, that I 
might not hinder their pregrefs ; fo that I was now at a fmall diftance behind them. 

-Che ferjeant had brought two horfes with him for his journey. One of them had 
already been difpatched, -and the other now ftood juft in the way of the buffalo, who 
was going out of the wood. As foon as the buffalo faw this fecond horfe, he became 
more outrageous than before, and attacked it with fuch fury, that he not only drove 
his horns into the horfe’s breaftt and nut acain theaueh the come DI. hoe LP? 
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it to the ground with fuch violence, that it died that very inftant, and all the bones in 
its body were broken. Juft at the moment that he was occupied with this latter horfe, 
I came up to the opening, where the wood was fo thick, that I had neither room to 
turn my horfe round, nor to get on one fide. 1 was therefore obliged to abandon him 
to his fate, and take refuge in a tolerably high tree, up which I climbed. 

The buffalo having finifhed this his fecond exploit, fuddenly turned round, and 
thaped his courfe the fame way which we had intended to take. 

From the place I was in, and the eminence I had gained, I could plainly perceive 
one of the horfes quite dead, the other fprawling with its feet and endeavouring to rife, 
which it had not ftrength to do, and the other two horfes fhivering with fear, and un- 
able to make their efcape; but I could neither fee nor hear any thing of my fellow- 
travellers and companions, which induced me to fear that they had fallen vittims to the 
firft tranfports of the buffalo’s fury. I therefore made all poffible hafte to fearch for 
them, to fee if I could in any way affift them; but not difcovering any traces of them 
in the whole field of battle, I began to call out after them; when I difcovered thefe 
magnanimous heroes fitting faft, like two cats, on the trunk of a tree, with their guns 
on their backs, loaded with fine fhot, and unable to utter a fingle word. 

T encouraged them as well as I could, and advifed them to come down, and get 

" away as fait as poflible from fuch a dangerous place, where we ran the rifk of being 
once more attacked. The ferjeant at length burft out into tears, deploring the lofs of 
his two fpirited fteeds ; but the gardener was fo ftrongly affeéted, that he could fearcely 
fpeak for fome days after. 

Thus we went back to the very fpot from which we fet out, ‘and, after paffing fome 
very tirefome hiils arrived at the place of our deftination ; but as the ferjeant could not 
crofs the river without a horfe, I took him up behind me, and after having left him 
my horfe, walked on to the houfe. 

Here my firft care was to difpatch fome Hottentots to the thicket, to take the faddles 
off the two horfes, which hereafter might be of fervice. ‘Thefe Hottentots armed them- 
felves with lances, their ufual weapons, and informed us that they had before obferved 
that one folitary buffalo haunted that wood, which, as they faid, was fo fpiteful, that 
he had been driven away from the herd by the other buffaloes, and was obliged to live 
alone. 

No European was to be found in this place, there being none but Hottentots, nor 
any other hut than thofe which were inhabited by the Hottentots themfelves, and which, 
on account of the vermin they harboured, no European, even in a cafe of the greateft 
neceffity, could ever think of lodging in. ; 

We were therefore obliged, with a ftraw mat under us, a faddle under our head, 
and a fire at our feet, to pafs the night in the open air. Fortunately for us, the fky 
was very clear and ferene; but at the fame time the cold was fo great, that we could 
not fleep, being obliged every hour to rife and warm ourfelves all over before the fire, 
for the purpofe of making which, we had had the forefight to order a fufficient quan- 
tity of logs and brufh-wood to be brought to the hut the night before. 

Hemp (cannabis fativa) was cultivated here by the Hottentots in a very {mall inclo- 
fure. This is a plant univerfally ufed in this country, though for a purpofe very differ- 
ent from that to which it is applied by the induftrious European. The Hottentot loves i 
nothing fo well as tobacco, and with no other thing can he ‘be & eafjly enticed into a 
man’s fervice; but for fmoking, and for producing a pleafing intoxication, he finds 
this poifonous plant not fufficiently ftrong, and therefore in order to procure himfelf 
this pleafure more fpeedily and delicioufly, he mixes his tobacco with hemp chopped 
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very fine. It is furprifing, that this nation, although, before the arrival uf the Europe- 
ans it had no intercourfe with the reft of the world, and confequently was ignorant of 
the ufe of tobacco, fhould, notwithftanding, become fo diftractedly fond of this poifon- 
ous plant; and that for it and brandy they could be induced to fell to the Dutch a 
confiderable portion of their land near the Cape; a tranfation which has coft them fo 
dear, both with refpeét to their liberty and to the land of their fore-fathers, 

On the 4th we quitted this place, and in the evening reached Peter Plant’s farm, 
called Melkhout Kraal, near the Deep River. 

The ferjeant was obliged to put up with an ox by way of nag for two days, as no 
horfe was to be found hereabouts; this anfwered tolerably well, though it was very 
fatiguing, as well on account of the breadth of the ox’s back, as becaufe he could ufe 
no {tirrups. 

On the sth we croffed Pifang Rivier, to go to Jacob Bota’s farm, called alfo Pifang 
Rivier. 

"This farm, which was entirely a grazing farm, was fituated not far from the fea-fhore, 
and a whole fociety, confifting of more than fifty Hottentots, were here in the fervice 
of this farmer, lived in his vicinity, and were fupported by him. The harbour here 
twas very wide and beautiful. 

The farmer himfelf was not at home, having fet out for the Cape that very day; but 
an old faithful Hottentot was in the mean-time our kind and attentive hoft, and gave us 
all neceffary afliftance. 

My two fellow-travellers, not having yet got the better of their terror, and wearied 
out with the many crofles they had met with in the courfe of their journey, now refolved 
here to fet bounds at once to their dangers and their curiofity, {mall as this latter was, 
and to make the bett of their way back from hence to the Cape, where they might get 
more wine to drink, and be lels liable to be frightened by buffaloes. But when I 
reprefented to them what a cowardly appearance this would have, and that'they had 
made but a {mall collection as yet, likewife that we were feparated from our waggon, 
our other fellow-traveller, and the reft of our baggage; adding befides, that though 
they fhould accompany me no farther, I was neverthelefs determined to purfue my 
journey, they were at laft perfuaded to alter their refolution. 

However, I let my doleful companions reft here for a few days, while I vifited the 
fea-fhore, and the adjacent mountains, which were covered with fhrubs and buthes of 
various kinds, and particularly with the arduina bifpinofa, fo that in feveral places they 
were impenetrable; and in thefe | was frequently fo much entangled, that I was obliged 
to crawl for a long way on the tops of the ftiff buthes, which with their fharp prickles 
tore my hands and clothes all to tatters. The bare-footed Hottentot who accompanied 
me, was fo much lacerated and fo bloody, as to be a real objeét of compaffion ; but_in 

fearch after plants, having loft my way in the thicket, we had no other refource 
left. At the foot of the mountains were flat rocks, on which feals lay fleeping in the 
fun ; a circumftance, whence the mountain has its name of Robbeberg (or Seal Moun- 
tain). It projects a great way into the fea, like a peninfula, and is covered with {mall 
fea-fhells (conchae). 

The Robbeberg is a fingular mountain, and different from any other that I have feen 
in Africa. Its fniddlemoft ftratum is a very firm concretion of round and irregularly- 
thaped pebbles, and indurated lime, about four fathoms broad. It perfectly refembles 
a piece of mafonry. ‘he uppermoft ftratum appeared to me to be a brownifh rock. 
The lowermoft is fand-ftone. On another fide of the mountain there is a heap of 
indurated fand, which the water has fcooped holes into. In fome places the fand had 

concreted 
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concreted with clay in a tubular form, and large maffes of it had fallen down. The 
flat foot of the mountain, towards the fea, had various holes in it of different fizes, fome 
of them as round as if they had been turned, and others oblong. On one fide, the 
loweft ftratum was a whitifh-grey quartz, that was greafy to the touch. The mountain 
had, moreover, long clefts and crevices, in which hung a number of thick ftala¢tites, 
covered with a fine down-like fubftance, which was fometimes quite green. ‘The fand- 
{tone was of a very fine grain. 

The /rrelitfia, with its yellow flowers and blue zedfarium, grew near this {pot, and 
was one of the moft beautiful plants, of which the bulbs were procured to fend to Eu- 
rope.» The Hottentots were faid to eat the fruit of it. 

The Hottentots were at no great pains in dreffing their victuals. Buffalo’s flefh was 
merely cut into flices, and then fmoked, and at the fame time half broiled in the embers 
over a few coals; this was eaten without bread, though, perhaps, it was in the firft 
ftage of putrefaction. 

It is a cuftom among the Hottentots, that if a cow is barren, fhe mutt be killed ; but 
in this cafe its flefh is eaten by married people only, and not by thofe that are fingle. 

Greafe is the great dainty of the Hottentots, which they are not only fond of eating, 

. but can alfo drink without finding any inconvenience from it. 

* The fmall huts of the Hottentots are at times fo full of vermin, both of the hopping 
and creeping kind, as not to be habitable by them: they are then forced to remove 
them to another place, a removal which does not take a very long time, neither is it 
particularly expenfive. I have feen it performed with the greateft agility and difpatch. 
Firft, a few withies were fixed in the earth, and bent in the form of arches to determine 
the height of the hut, and give it a rotund figure. Thefe are afterwards covered with 
rufhes, or mats made of rufhes (cyperus textilis), which keep out both wind and rain. 
All round the bottom dung is laid, to make the hut tight and clofe in that part. 

Su Koa (Potteflaan) was the name given by the Hottentots to a drum they fometimes 
ufed to beat to their mufic. Over a pot with water in it was extended a fheep-tkin, 
which had previoufly been well foaked, and was tied round the edge of the pot with a 
leathern thong. ‘The fingers of the left-hand being placed near the edge, and the 

in the middle, they beat with the two firft fingers of the right-hand upon the 
other edge, which produced a dull heavy found, that had nothing pleafing in it. To , 
this wretched mufic a Hottentot would dance in the following manner: holding in his 
right-hand a ftring faftened to the roof or wall, and remaining on the fame {pot, he 
hopped firft on one foot, and then upon the other, all the while beating time with them. 
During this he writhed his body in various curves, and threw his head from one fhoulder 
to the other in a femicircular direGtion ; all the while finging, and all this to a certain 
modulation. One of thefe dances will fometimes laft a confiderable time, and throws 
the dancer into a violent perfpiration. They always wipe the fweat off their faces wyh 
a fox’s tail. 

I obferved feveral things for which the Hottentots had no words in their own lan- 
guage, fuch as Coffee, Houfings, Company (Compagnie). . 

The women carried thei intants on their backs under the fheep-{kin, which they call 
a Krofs ; the child was fafteaed by a leathern ftrap that went rownd the mother’s and its 
own neck, and was farther fecured by another ftrap that paffed over the krofs under its 
pofteriors, the mother all the while attending to her bufinefs as wfwul.- . 

Some of the women here wore firings of glafs-beads round their legs, others had the 
dependent fides of their krofs ornamented with beads, which, among other things, they 
receive of the farmers for their wages. Others had a tortoife-fhell hanging at their backs, 
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in which they preferved either their tobacco or bucku (dig/ina). For want of chy 
tobacco-pipes they ufe wooden ones. 

"The farmers themfelves, for want of proper veflels, were often obliged to keep 
their milk and honey in leathern bags. 

The fields hereabouts were full of wild buffaloes, fo that it was not uncommon to 
fee a hundred or two of them ina herd. ‘Vhey generally lie ftill in the thickets and 
woods in the day-time, and in the night go out into the fields to graze. 

‘The houfe in which we were lodged was roomy and large, well conftrutted of clay, 
with doors, and with fhutters before the window-holes, as glafs windows could not 
be eafily procured from fo great a diftance as the Cape. The whole roof in the kitchen 
was hung with thick flices of buttalo’s flefh, which, being dried and fmoked, they eat 
as huyg-beef. 

Buffaloes were fhot here by a Hottentot, who had been trained to this bufinefs by 
the farmer, and in this manner found the whole family in meat, without having re- 
courfe to the herd. ‘he balls were counted out to him every time he went a thooting, 
and he was obliged to furnifh the fame number of dead buffaloes as he received of 
balls. ‘Thus the many Hottentots that lived here were fupported without expence, 
and without the decreale of the tame cattle, which conftitute the whole of the farmer’s 
wealth. ‘The greateft part of the flefh of the buffalo falls to the thare of the Hotten- 
tots, but the hide to that of the matter. 

The Hottentots drefled the buffaloes’ hides in the following manner: the hide was 
ftretched out on the ground by means of ftakes, after which warm athes were ftrewed 
over it, and the hair {ctaped off with a knife or {pade. 

For want of the fhoes ufually worn in other places, which could not be procured fo 
far up in the country, and which frequently even the farmers at the Cape cannot 
afford to buy, they generally wear here what are called field-fhoes, which the country- 
people ufually make themfelves, in a way peculiar to them, for the moft part of buffalo 
leather, fometimes of neats leather, and fometimes, though more rarely, of the ftriped 
hide of the zebra. 

It was pleafing to obferve with what cordiality the Hottentots, as well thofa.who 
lived upon the farm, as the ftrangers who had accompanied us hither, rach 
other the regale of the tobacco-pipe, Having fet themfelves down in a circle, the 
pipe went from one to the other round the whole company. Each man taking a few 
large whiffs, at laft gets his mouth full of fmoke, a {mall part of which he fwallows, 
and pufis out the remainder through his nofe and mouth. 

From the woods of Houtniquas the peafants, who live near the diftri&t of Mufcle 
Bay, fell both rough and cut timber, notwithftanding the length and roughnefs of the 
road; but from hence the farmers have nothing elfe to carry to market, except oxen 
fer faughter, and butter. If any kind of navigation were fet on foot, either from 
this coait or from Mulcle Bay, the carriage would be eafier, and the commodities, 
efpecially the timber, cheaper ; but this has as yet either not been thought of, or elfe, 
perhaps, it has not been deemed of any ufe. 

Our creft-fallen ferjeant having now in fome meafure recovered his fpirits, and pro- 
cured the loan of a faddle-horfe here, we refumed our journey on the 10th of Novem- 
-ber, travelling up the country, and towards the mountains, in hopes, on the other 
fide ef them, of meeting with our waggon, and better fortune. Pafling by another 
farm, belonging to Bota, we went through two rivers to Malagafs Kraal ; and after- 
wards proceeded up Keureboom’s Rivier to Jackall’s Kraal. 

. At 
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At Keuraboom’s Rivier, Houtniquas Land terminated on this fide, a land abounding 
in grafs, wood, and buffaloes. We farther rode over the mountains, and all along 
them beyond Keureboom’s Rivier to Peter Jager’s farm. 

Here we were retrefhed, thirfty as we were, with Hottentots fack-milk, as it is called, 
which, perhaps, few travellers, unlefs urged by extreme thirft, will be able to prevail 
on themfelves to tafte. It is a very acid, cool, and refrefhing milk, remarkable as 
well for the veffel in which it is kept, as for its great age. I had formerly imagined, 
that the four milk of Norrland (in Sweden), which is feveral months old, was the 
oldeft milk in the world, but I now found that the Hottentots fack-milk might at leatt 
be confidered as grand-mother to the Norrland milk. ‘Uhe veffel in which it is kept, 
is the hide of an antelope (Eland, Capra Oreas), which is fewed up clofe together, 
and hung up againft the wall. Other hides were faid to be not {o fit for the pyrpofe. 
In one of thefe facks thus hung up, new milk is put, which turns four and coagulates. 
Every day more new milk is poured in, which likewife foon coagulates, as the fack is 
not cleaned out for the fpace of feveral months at leaft, and frequently not for a year 
or two. 

The Hottentots feldom churn any butter; and when they do, it is only to befmear 
themfelves with. The Maquas Hottentots are faid to churn in the following manner ; 
néw milk is poured into a leather bag, which two Hottentots ‘holding by the ends, thake 
the milk in it from one end to the other, till it coagulates. 

On the ruth, we pailed over the very lofty mountains that lead to Lange Kloof, in 
our way to farmer Matthew Zondag’s. " Watery clouds hung all over the mountains, 
by the piercing vapours of which, though it did not rain, we were wetted quite to the 
ikin, ‘The fides of the mountain that we-paffed over, were fometimes fo fteep, and 
the path fo narrow, that we did not crofs it but at the hazard of our lives, and fhud- 
dered when we looked down the precipice. ‘The country on the other fide, or Lange 
Kloof, was very elevated, in comparifon with that from whence we came, and confe- 
quently the mountains there were low, when compared with the dreadful height which — 
they exhibited on the other fide, towards the fea coaft. 

At this farm they made foap from a ley, prepared from the Canna Bufh (Salfola 
Aphylla), which was boiled a long time and infpiffated; when mutton fuet was added 
till the mafs acquired a proper confiftence. It was then poured out, and formed into 
long {quares, 

On the 13th, we paid a vifit to Peter Frere, a man who was a great hunter of ele- 
phants, and had made long journeys, as far as into the country of the Caffres, Among 
other particulars, he informed us, that the Hottentots cannot count farther than five 
in their own language. . 

On the 16th, going from this man’s farm here, called Mifgunft (or Envy), on the 
banks of Diep Rivier (or the Deep River), we pafied by ariother farm of his, reas 
Aapies Rivier, in our way to Klipp-drift, and afterwards acrofs Krakeel Rivier, to 
Matthew Streidung’s. 

Here I faw a great number of tombs, coniifting of fmall heaps of ftones. I ftriGly 
enquired after their origin, but no European could give me any account of them, An 
old Hottentot informed me, that the inhabitants of this tract had died of ulcers, in great 
numbers, which gave me no fmall realon to conclude, that this place had been well . 
inhabited, and even populous, and that it was the fmall-pox which had madesthis 
extraordinary devaitation, 

On the 17th, after pailing Peter Nickert’s farm, called Onverwagt, we went over 
Wraarcehooam’s Riveter ta Haney Krueare 


36 THUNBERG’S ACCOUNT OF THE CAPE OF GOOD HOPE. 


The wild Turkey (Tantalus), which now began to make its appearance, awas faid to 
quit the country during the winter, and to return in the months of September and 
O€tober. ; 

The Meloé Chichorei, with its many varieties, devoured the beans, and other pro- 
duéts of the gardens. : ; 

In Lange Kloof it is very cold in the winter, and {now falls, juft as at the back of 
Witfen Mountain. 

On the 18th, we arrived at Thomas Frere’s, near Kromme Rivier (or Crooked 
River). 

The country as far as here, gradually fank lower and lower as it proceeded towards 
the fea-fhore, fo that Lange Kloof was far more elevated than the country about 
Kromme Rivier. 

On the roth we arrived at Effebofch, a fine foreft, in almoft a plain and level 
country. It had rained the whole day, and it continued pouring during the evening 
and night, fo that being wet to the fkin, we were under the neceffity, four of us, to 
crouch under the tilt of our waggon, in expectation of better weather in the morning. 
‘The Hottentots, who accompanied us, were obliged to take fhelter under the waggon, 
as it was quite impoffible to keep up any fire. 

On the 2oth, fair weather and fun-fhine; but as we could not get at any dry 
clothes, we were obliged to let thofe we had on, dry on our bodies in the fun. We 
now rode on to Diep Rivier, Leuwe-bofch Rivier, and fo on to Zee-ko Rivier. 

Here we were informed, that lions were fometimes feen in the mountains, and 
that they had formerly reforted thither in great numbers; but were now moftly 
extirpated. . 

The Bread-tree (Zamia Caffra) is a {pecies of palm, which grows on the hills, below 
the mountains, in thefe tras. It was of the height and thicknefs of a man at mott, 
very much fpread, and fingle. I have fometimes feen from one root, two or three 
ftems fpring. It is out of the pith (medulla) of this tree, that the Hottentots contrive 
to prepare their bread. For this purpofe, after fcooping out the pith, they bury it 
in the earth, and leave it there for the {pace of two months to rot, after which they 
knead it, and make it into a cake, which, in their ufual flovenly and filthy manner, 
they flightly bake in the embers. I obferved that the tree ftood in dry fterile places, 

_-” between ftones, and grew flowly. 

At Kromme Rivier, a fhell-fith ( /ilen filigua) was faid to be found in holes in the 
banks, which it is impoflible to catch by digging after it; but the method of fithing 
for it was, by running a ftake into it, and then drawing it out. 

The ridge of mountains, which at Roode Zand we had on our left hand, and after- 
wards in Lange-kloof on the right, and which were continued quite from Witfenberg, 
now‘ terminated here before it reached the fea-fhore; whereas the ridges on our left 
hand were continued farther, and had the Carrow plains behind them. 

The berries of the Guarri buth (euclea undulata) had a {weet tafte, and were eaten 

~ by the Hottentots. Bruifed and fermented, they yield a vinegar, like that made from 
Pontac. 

The craffida jctragoza, as being fomewhat of an aftringent nature, boiled in milk, in 
athe quantity of a handful, is ufed as a remedy for the diarrhoea. 

On the 22d, ive arrived at Jacob Kock’s, near the mouth of Sea-cow River, not 
far from the fea-fhore, a man whom we now vifited for the fecond time in the courfe of 
our journey. 
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The interior coat of the ftomach of fheep, dried, pulverized, and taken inwardly, was 
faid to excite vomiting, and to be ferviceable in fevers. . 

The blood of a hare was afferted to be a cure for the St. Anthony’s Fire, if rags 
dipped into it, and then dried, were worn upon the body, but not applied to the part 
affected. 

Many people here likewife concurred in affuring us, that the blood of a tortoife, ufed 
externally, as well as internally, was of the greateft fervice to fuch as were wounded by 
a polioned arrow. 

At this place we {taid feveral days, as well with a view to regulate and put in order 
what we had already collected, as to inveftigate all the neighbourhood, and likewife 
to give reft and pafture to our weary and emaciated cattle. 

During this time, however, we made a journey on horfeback to Cabelijauw» Rivier, 
and from thence to Camtour’s Rivier, which is very broad and deep, and by which alfo 
Looris Rivier empties itfelf into the ocean. 

Hottentots and Caftres lived promifcuoufly near this river, as on the frontier of the 
two countries, the real Caffraria beginning feveral miles further up in the country. 

The Caffres that lived here, were taller than the Hottentots, more undaunted and 
valiant, better made, blacker, and ftronger. They wore round their arms, by way 
of ornament, rings, either of iron or ivory, and were armed with javelins, which they 
knew much better how to manage than the Hottentots did. The ivory rings were half 
an inch in breadth, and they general wore feveral of them on each arm. 

Their dances were extremely curious. Two or more of ,them placing themfelves 
fide by fide, or back to back, balanced themfelves on their toes, ftriking the ground 
now and then with their heels; during which, they moved every limb, and almoft 
every mufcle, efpecially their eyes, forehead, neck, head, mouth, and chin, keeping 
time in every motion. The mufic to this dance was a rough {creaking kind of finging, 
accompanied fometimes with a whiftling noife, to produce which, they drew their lips 
on one fide, fhewing their teeth, from between which the found iflued. ‘The women 
kept running about all the while, finging and jumping to the fame time, with a con- 
tinual motion of their head and limbs. 

In the tip of one ear they had a hole, in which was ftuck a porcupine’s quill. 

‘We were fhewn here ear-rings of two different fhapes, made of copper, mixed with 
filver, which they faid they had obtained from nations living farther up in the 
country. . 

Here too we faw bafkets wrought by the Hottentots, that were fo tight and clofe, as 
to hold milk or water. Bottles alfo made of the bladders of the rhinoceros, were ufed 
for the fame purpofe. 

The Caffres, as well as the Hottentots, have in each village, or horde, a chieftain, 
on whom they frequently beftow that appellation of captain, and who is their leatle’ in 
their hunting expeditions, and againft their enemies. : 

Thefe nations, though deftitute of firearms, neverthelefs kill buffaloes and wild 
beafts with their javelins, called aflagays. When a Caffre has difcovered a fpot where” 
feveral buffaloes has affembled, he blows a pipe, made of the thigh-bone of a fheep, 
which is heard at a great diftance. In confequence of this,* feveral of his comrades 
run up to the fpot, and furrounding the buffaloes, and at the fame time approaching 
them by degrees, throw their javelins at them. In this cafe,*olt ‘of eight ortwelve 
buffaloes, it is very rare for one to efcape. It fometimes happens, however, that while 
the buffaloes are running off the premifes, fome one of the hunters, who ftands in the 

way, 
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way of them, is toffed and killed, which, by the people of this nation, is not much 
regarded. When the chace is over, each cuts off his thare of the game that is killed. 

Befides the wild animals they may chance to take in hunting, the Caffres, who 
inhabit the moft delightful meadows that can be imagined along the coatt, poffels 
large herds of tame horned cattle. ‘Their oxen are commonly eafy to be diftinguithed 
from others, as they cut them in the lower part of the neck, in fuch a manner, that 
long flips of ikin hang down from it ; they likewife do the fame with refpect to their 
ears, and force their horns to grow in various fingular forms. The Company got 
formerly from them and the Hottentots, a great number of cattle, fit for flaughter, in 
exchange for tobacco, brandy, glafs-beads, and bits of iron; but now this is feldom 
the cafe, although this traffic is prohibited to all the farmers. . 

‘The Hottentots, in the fervice of the colonifts, frequently ufe tobacco-pipes of clay, 
though thefe are fo fhort, that the bowl of the pipe comes into contact with their 
lips. They are fhort, becaufe in the carriage of them to fo great a diftance from the 
Cape, they are apt to break. But otherwife, both Caffres and Hottentots ufe a pipe, 
either made of a long, flender, and hollow ftick, with a hole near one end of it, in 
which is put another hollow ftick that is fhort, and has at top a cylindrical ftone, 
which is hollowed out, and is the bowl that holds the tobacco; or inftead of the 
long ftick, an antelope’s horn, viz. of the capra oryx, near the pointed end of which 
is bored a hole; in this is put a fhort hollow ftick, and upon that the ftone-bowl. 
In fmoking, they ftretch their mouths over the wide end of the horn, and draw ina 
few large whiffs. ‘The fmoke they keep fome time in their mouths, and then fwallow- 
ing a part, puff the reft out again. The pipe then pafles on to the next, and fo goes 
round the whole circle. When ftrangers come to a kraal or village, they are always 
treated with the tobacco-pipe, which circulates in due form from one to the other. 

‘the Hottentots had boiling veflels of burnt clay, of their own making. 

The beans of the guajacum afrum, though a poifonous shrub, are boiled and eaten 
by the Hottentots. Their water they keep in the inteflines of animals. ‘The women 
who carried their children on their backs, gave them fuck under their arms, by bend- 
ing the little creatures’ heads down to the breatt. 

Sea-horfes (or Sea-cows, Hippopotamus) were {till to be feen in great numbers tn 

, Camtour’s River; though many of them have been thot of late, and conlequently 
their number has been greatly diminithed. The proceffis mamillaris of this animal was 
faid to be an effectual remedy for the ftone and gravel. We wounded indeed leveral 
of thefe huge beafts, but could not kill them; neither did any of them come up the 
following night, though we ftaid till the next morning. 

A few Hottentots who had pitched their tents here, for the purpofe of confuming a 
fea-horfe that had been fhot fome time before, lived in the midit of fuch a ftench, that 
wegotld hardly pafs by them without being fuffocated. 

A great number of the Caffres accompanied us back to Sea-cow River, and difplayed 
various fpecimens of their arts, probably with a view of getting fome of our good 
tobacco, to which they had taken a particular fancy. 

We were told here, that a colonift had been bitten in the foot fome time before by 
a ferpent, of the fpecies ealled Ringhals (or Ringneck) as he was walking along in 
the grafs barefoot, as is the cuftom here, in default of thoes and ftockings, which the 
peafants feldom wear,<except when they go up to Cape Town or to church. I informed 
myfelf accurately of the fymptoms produced by the bite. It feems the man was feveral 
miles diftant from home when he met with this accident. He then immediately dif. 
patched his flave to his houfe to bring him a horfe with all fpeed, on which he went 
: home, 
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home, after having bound up his leg tight, in order to prevent the poifon from fpread- 
ing upwards. On his return home he grew fo fleepy, that his wife could not, without 
great difliculty, keep him awake. He alfo became quite blind in an inftant, and re- 
mained {o for the {pace of a fortnight. His leg was {welled to fuch a degree, that the 
fleth covered the bandage over, like a fheath, infomuch that it could not eafily be re- 
moved, . An incifion was made round the wound with a knife, and the foot wafhed 
with falt-water. He drank new milk copiouily, and that to the quantity of feveral pails. 
full in a night, but caft it all up again. After this the ferpent-ftone was applied to the 
wound. By means of this he gradually recovered; but ftill, though it is now feveral 
years fince the accident happened, he has pains in the part on any change of weather, 
and at times the wound breaks completely out again. 

‘The cattle, which conftituted the farmer’s wealth in thefe plains, were fubject to 
feveral, and thofe peculiar, difeafes, 

‘The ‘Tung-ziekte is a difeafe of the cattle, in which veficles or bladders break out 
on the tongue, difcharging a thin ichorous matter. In confequence of this diftemper 
the cattle cannot eat, but grow lean, and fometimes die. The farmers are accuftomed 
to rub the bladders off with falt, ; 

‘The Klaw-zickte is a difeafe, in which the hoofs of the cattle grow loofe, fo that 
they cannot walk. It appears to proceed from the fummer heats, efpecially if the oxen 
have been driven on journeys in the day-time. This diftemper is efteemed here to be 
infe@tious. It is certain, that it attacks one ox after another fucceffively, fo that I 
have feen whole droves affeéted with it; but it feems to me yather to proceed from 
fome common and general caufe than from infeétion. At firlt they are lamed by it, 
and afterwards become unfit for journeys. ‘This difeafe, however, leaves them in 
general of its own accord in the courfe of one or two weeks. 

I faw fome Chinefe hogs here belonging to different farmers. ; 

A yellow Chryfomela devoured and did great damage to the culinary vegetables ip 
the gardens. 

Tk the beginning of December we direéted our courfe back again, after we had re- 
irefhed our oxen, and vifited the country farther up than it has as yet, on that fide of 
the Cape, been inhabited by Europeans. 

In our journey up Lange Kloof, I obferved at one farm, the no lefs convenient than 
advantageous contrivances of the hufbandmen to apply the rivulets that run down from 
the mountains, to the watering of their vineyards and gardens. ‘The water is always 
conducted over thefe lands in a channel to the more elevated parts, from whence they 
Jet down little rivulets or ftreams between the vines and beds. When there is no oc- 
cafion for watering, thefe ftreamlets are ftopped up with a little earth. By the fame 
methods water was carried to mills, fifh-ponds, and other places. 

On the 6th we returned to Matthew Zondag’s, and on the 7th arrived at Wife. 
kraal; on the 8th, having croffed Keureboom’s Rivier, we proceeded to Diep Rivier, 
and on the roth came to Gans Kraal (Goofe Kraal). Behind the low mountains lay 
Camenaifie Land. 

The fickles for reaping corn were jagged at the edge like a faw. 

The lycyperdon carcinomale grew here on the ant-hills, the btown pawder of which 
was faid to be ufed in cancers, : ' s 

On the roth we came to Ezelsjagt; on the 11th to Dorn Rivter*(or Thorn River), 
afterwards to Groote.Dorn Rivier, keeping always to the right, and leaving Attaquas 
Kloof to the left. 
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On the 13th we crofled the barren. Carrow plain, and paid a vifit to. Gert van 
Nimwegen. 

The fheep here ate the tender leaves of the mimofa nilotica. : 

The Meloé Cichorei did great damage to the apple-trees and other vegetables in 
the gardens, the leaves of which they confumed entirely. 

A mefembryanthemum, with a white flower, was chewed by the Hottentots, for the 
purpofe of quenching their thirft, after it had been fuffered to putrify, and been pro- 
perly prepared. ; 

A fpecies of Coccus, called Harpuys, that was found on the branches of trees, was 
faid to prove mortal to fheep. . 

On the evening of the 14th, we arrived at Gert Clute’s farm, at Slange Rivier 
(Snake, River), which lay fo deep in the cleft of a mountain, that I fhould fuppofe no 
one would expect to find a habitation there. 

All this traét of land was exceedingly dry and meagre, the hufbandmen’s cattle con- 
filting only of fheep. 

On the flat rocks that projected from the fides of the mountains, we obferved a great 
number of tigers, which were more common here than I have ever feen them in any 
other place. 

The foil was a clay, impregnated with, falt; and every where on the hillocks, and 
on the banks of the river, the falt was cryftallized by the heat of the fun, in like 
manner as I had obferved it to be on the hills near the Cape. 

‘We had now a dreadful, long, dry, and barren plain to crofs, which is {corching 
hot in the day-time, and which, in confequence, its want of water could afford us 
no place for baiting. We therefore employed a great part of the day in baiting, and 
in the evening, when it began to be a little cooler, in refuming our journey, we 
paffed feveral large rivers, the banks of which were covered with wood, but which 
were now quite dried up; and at length we arrived in the morning to a deferted houfe, 
ffuated on the fide of the mountains to the left. : 

Here we faw quickfet hedges of the Aloé Succotrina. 

On the 15th and 16th we continued our journey, proceeding to the farms of Welge- 

vunden, Watervall, and Muyfen Kraal. 

On the 17th we came to a farm belonging to one Smidt; and on the 18th, after 
crofling the mountains, we went through Platte Kloof. 

As we proceeded farther on the 2oth and 21ft, we paffed feveral farms in our way 
to the Company’s poft at Riet Valley. 

While we baited here, we paid another vifit to Grootvader’s Bofch, where various 
forts of trees are felled for the ufe of the Company. I hoped now to find feveral 
trees in bloffom ; but the feafon was not yet far enough advanced. 

¢The Calodendrum, however, was then in bloffom, the honeyed juice of which I 

perceived beautiful butterflies fucking, without my being able to reach either the one 

or the other, but by the help of my gun, which I loaded with {mall fhot, and fired in 
* among the trees, I got fome branches with bloffoms on them. 

On the 24th we crofled Breede Rivier and Rivier Zonder End (or the river without 
end), which latter is very deep, and therefore has a ferry for the accommodation of 
atravellers, : 

Centinuing our journey on the 25th and 26th, we paffed the Company’s poft at 
Tigerhook, and thence proceeded along the Rivier Zonder End, to another poft of the 
Company’s, Zoete Melk’s Valley. 

: The 
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The country was already grown very arid, in confequence of the fcorching fummer- 
heats, and the high and drying winds, 

Pfcralea pinnata (Pinwortel), was a plant, of which the country-people in many 
places complained, as being the worft weed in the gardens, on account of the roots 
itriking deep and firm in the ground, and confequently being difficult to eradicate, 

A blue Chryfomela devoured and damaged the corn. 

In a diagonal direction acrofs Platte Kloof, lay the Elephant’s (Olyfant’s) warm bath, 
which I had not now time to vifit. 

The increafe of the fummer-heat had caufed the flies to multiply in fuch numbers, 
as tobe even extremely troublefome at moft of the farms. In order to diminith the 
number of them in the houfe, fmall boughs were hung up to the roof, and {prinkled 
ieveral times in the day with new milk ; and when the flies had fettled on them ig great 
numbers, a long bag was fet under them, into which they were fhaken down. ‘The 
bag was then twifted round, fo that the flies could not efcape. ; 

‘The Secretary-bird, which is a great deftroyer of ferpents, after having trod them 
under his feet, and beat them with his pinions, fo that they cannot hurt him, devours 
them. This bird eats not only flefh, but roots alfo. 

Wild chefnuts (brabejum flellatum) are fo eagerly devoured by the wild boars, that 
they feldom or ever leave one on the ground to fpring up, unlels it fhould chance to 
fall between ftones. 

On the 27th we arrived at the warm bath of Zwarte Berg, or what is called the 
bath, Agter de Berg (i. e. behind the mountain). 

‘The {pring arifes from a hillock at the foot of the mountain,” to the weftward of it; 
and chiefly trom two fources. ‘he water is moderately warm, and depofits a great 
quantity of a light yellow ochre at the bottom of the channels in which it runs. ‘The 
hillock confifts of an iron ore or a ferruginous lava: and is heavy, black, fhining, of 
a very clofe texture, and ftrikes fire with fteel. The very road is black, owing to the 
duft of the broken.ore, which lies upon it like foot. The water has a chalybeate ér 
inky tafte, but by no means fulphureous. It became black on mixing Peruvian bark 
or blue vitriol with it, and white with fugar of lead. The patients here ufe the water 
both for bathing in, and at the fame time for drinking, though without any regulations 
or proper dict, ‘The water is carried by a channel from its fource into a boarded hut, 
where there are a few fteps, on which the patient may fit as deep in the water as he 
chules. The Company has caufed a brick-houfe to be built here, the care of which 
they have left to an old man. The few rooms that are here for the accommodation of 
the patients, are parted off by means of fail-cloth into many fmall cabins; fome of the 
patients live in their own tents or waggons, and others lodge at the farm that is firuate 
at the bottom of the hill. ‘Phe bath is ufed the whole year throughout, but moft in 
fummer, or from Auguft to February. The mountain above it is called Zwarte Beng 
(or the black mountain). . 

On the 28th we left this place, and came to a farm belonging to one Badenhorft, 
where they were extremely bufy in threfhing out their wheat. Barns for laying up the 
corn are neither to be found, nor indeed are they wanted in a country, in which, at 
this feaion of the year, there is nothing to be apprehended from rain, fo that the farmers 
can keep their corn in a ftack in the open air. The great heat makes the ftraw fo, 
brittle, that it crumbles to pieces, and therefore cannot be touched at any other,time 
than in the morning and evening, when the air is become fomewhat cool. For threth 
ing, they prepare in the open air, a plain and level fpot, which they fence-in with a 
Jow and round wall of clay. Here they featter the corn loofely about, and then turn 
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in a number of horfes, either loofe, or, as is more frequently the cafe, joined together 
in a team, in order to tread out the grain. In the center of this area ftands a 
man, who holds the foremoft horfe by a halter, and on the outfide of it another 
man, who with a long whip drives the horfes continually round, and keeps them in 
ahard trot. ‘Thus. the {traw is trodden quite to chaff, and rendered totally unfit for 
thatching. In this manner half a dozen men, with a few horfes, are able to threfh out 

‘clean in ene day one hundred and twenty bufhels of wheat. Oxen are feldom ufed 
for threfhing, as their dug would fpoil the corn. 

Having left this place, we crofied Booter Rivier, where we faw the fea-fhore, and 
pafling by Little Houthoek, went over Great Houthoek and Hottentot Holland’s Kloof. 
This mountain is very high, and on the Cape fide there is a road over-it, that on 
account of its precipices has a moft dreadful appearance. This, and the road however, 
that goes over Roode Zand, are almoft the only, at leaft, the moft common roads, by 
which all the inhabitants of the country mu{t pafs with their large and heavy-loaded 
waggons. At the foot of the mountain lie feveral pretty farms, which, any more than 
the mountains and the fea-fhore, I did not leave unvifited. 

Here we kept new-year’s day, and, together with almoft all the inhabitants of the 
neighbourhood, went down to the fea-fide to pafs the whole day in mirth and pleafure, 

ere we found thrown up by the furge, the Trumpet-grafs (fucus buccinalis), in 
which they blew like a trumpet. 

Finally, having {pent a whole day in croffing the very level and extenfive fandy plain 
that lies between Hottentot Holland and the Cape, we arrived at the town on the 2d 
of January 1773. 


My firft care after my return to the town, was not only to look over and put into 
order the collections of animals, plants, and feeds, that I had made during my four 
months’ journey ; but likewife to get them ready for being fent to Europe by the home- 
ward bound fhips. Therefore, after having well dried the feed, {pread out the plants, 
and glued them on imperial paper, packed up the birds and infects in cafes, planted the 
live trees, and laid up the bulbous roots in boxes, I fent confiderable quantities of each 
to the botanical gardens at Amfterdam and Leyden, by feveral of the homeward bound 
Dutch veflels. WhatI had ftill remaining, I divided into different parcels, and packed 
up for my patrons and friends in Sweden, efpecially the Archiaters and Chevaliers 
Linnzus and Beck, Profeffor Bergius and Dr. Montn; thefe I had an opportunity of 
fending in Swedifh fhips, by the favour of feveral naval officers who honoured me with 
their friendthip. 

The following months I paffed as I had done the laft year, in botanizing in the 
environs of the Cape, and in making fhort excurfions into the country, as well as in 
exarnining and arranging my colleétions, and in making defcriptions of fuch of them 
as were new and before unknown. 

M. Sonnerat, a Frenchman, who, being an excellent draughtfman, had accompanied 

- M. Commerson in that capacity in his extenfive travels round the world, and to many 
different parts of India, was lately arrived at this town in a French veflel from the Ifle 
of France. 1 had foén an opportunity of making an acquaintance with him at the 

-houfe of M. Berg, fecretary of the police, and more particularly while we refided 
together at this yeritléman’s villa in the neighbourhood of Conftantia, where we re- 
mained a few weeks for the fake of botanizing, and of fhooting a great number of 
beautiful Cape birds for the cabinets of the curious in Europe. 

Among 
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Among the many excurfions we made together, we refolved, in the middle of January, 
to vifit Table Mountain, and exantine what might be the produce of its fummits at 
this feafon of the year. Each of us was furnifhed with fire-arms, provifions, paper, 
and other neceffaries, which were carried by two flaves whom we had hired in the 
town for this purpofe. At three o’clock in the morning we quitted our abode, and 
afcended the foot of the mountain before the fun could rife, and by its fcorching rays 
render the journey too fatiguing to us. At a little after eight_we reached its fummit, 
where it was moderately and agreeably cool. We were ’alfo recompenfed for our 
trouble by a great number of rare plants, efpecially of the Orchidea, as they are called, 
which .I never afterwards could meet with either here at other feafons, or indeed at all 
in any other mountain. Among thefe the orchis grandiflora, or difa unifora (Bergii 
Planta Capenfes), was confpicuous by its beautiful flowers ; of the ferapias takularis 
we found only one fpecimen ; the ferapias melaleuca was diftinguifhed by its black 
and white flowers, the moft uncommon in nature; and with great difficulty, and at 
the hazard of my life, I got for the firft and laft time the blue difa longicornis, which 
is as beautiful as it is fingular in its form. ‘This laft plant grew in one {pot only, ona 
{teep rock, and fo high up, that in order to come at it after we had clambered up the 
fide of the rock as high as we could, I was obliged to get upon the fhoulders of M. Son- 
nerat, when, with a long ftick, I beat down five of thefe plants, the only {peci- 
mens that were then in bloom. M, Sonnerat, who before had not had an opportunity 
of collecting as many plants at the foot of the mountain as I had, made in this one 
day only, a collection of three hundred different fpecies; but was fo fingularly unfor- 
tunate, though he had brought with him three pair of fhoes for this excurfion, as to 
return to town barefooted. The number of tharp angular ftones which are rolled 
down from the mountain, and lie both at its foot and in the clefts through which the 
road goes, not only tear the foles, but alfo the upper-leathers of thoes; fo that your 
thin French pumps are by no means fuited for excurfions upon the mountains, which 
require fhoes made of waxed leather with thick foles. 

‘Table Mountain has acquired its name from its appearing from the town and harbour 
as if it were cut fmooth and level like a table. When one is arrived on the top of it, 
it appears pretty even in front, but on the other fide it goes off in gradual inequilities, 
like very broad fteps. In the clefts on the top there are feveral {treams, which run 
down to the town and its environs, and fupply them with good, frefh, and cool water. 
I could not difcover any vifible fpring, nor any lake with fith in it, as fome pretend 
there are ; but all the water that was there, was collected partly from rain, and partly 
from the clouds, which diffufe themfelves over the mountain, without falling down 
below in rain. On the fummit were feveral mouldered and decayed ftones, of a ftrange 
appearance, feeming as if they had been ereéted by art. 

The height of Table Mountain is 3350 feet, or, according to the calculation? of 
De la Caille, 3353 feet at the weftern angle, which is the loweft. The Devjl’s Moun- 
tain borders upon this to the eatt, and is thirty feet lower, though on account of its 
peak it appears to be fomewhat higher. ‘Table Mountain contftitutes, with the Devil’s 
and Lion’s Mountains, one mountain, and is conneéted with them at the bottom, 
though it is eparated from them by confiderable vales at the tope : 

One may afcend and defcend lable Mountain in feveral places, ini front, behind, 
and at the fides, all which paths I reconnoitred this and the fodoing years, inthe 


fifteen times that I went up to the fummit in the courfe of my three years abode in the’ 


neighbourhood. 
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In front the mountain is accefible only by the large cleft, which is diffin@ly feen 
almoft in the middle of the mountain. This afceht is the moft ufed, notwith{tanding 
that it is the fteepeft, and particularly near the furnmit, where it grows at the fame 
time very narrow, having, as it were, perpendicular walls on both fides. The foot of 
the mountain, below which the town itfelf is fituated, is about a third part of the 
height of the whole mountain ; which gradually fwells, from gently-floping hills, over- 
grown with thicknefs, into fteeper eminences, covered with ftones that have roiled 
down from the fummit ; here the cleft begins, which at firft is about fifty or fixty paces 
broad, but by degrees is contracted to fix or feven, and at the top is almoft choaked 
up with ftones of an enormous bulk. High up in this cleft I found pieces of a fine 
loofe fand-{tone of various fizes, which, when rolled lower down, crumbled away into 
{mall gravel and fand. 

Table Mountain, as well as the Devil’s and Lion’s, and other mountains, have their 
{trata or layers in common with thofe of Europe. ‘The uppermoft {trata are quite hori- 
zontal, but the lower ones lie in an oblique pofition, At top, the rock appears to be a 
kind of fand-ltone, or lava; the middle ftratum trapp, and the lowermoft flate. On 
the top of Table Mountain there are found both diffevered ftones, and firm rocks pro- 
_ jeéting from the furface, which have mouldered away confiderably, not only at the 
top and fides, but likewife at bottom, fo that large cavities are formed in them. ‘Thefe 
fubftances are thus decayed not only by water that has been left in their cavities, but 
evidently by the very air allo, the moifture of which penetrates into the minute and 
fubtle crevices of thefe ftones, and diffolves them. 

The large ftones which have rolled down,. and lie on the hills at the foot of the 
mountain, and have a very ancient appearance, are a kind of trapp, which have exca- 
vations in them of different magnitudes, apparently formed in them by fomething that 
has undergone a gradual decay. ‘Thefe ftones, as well the large as the fmall, have 
frequently pieces of quartz both in the infide of them and om the furface, which 
evidently {hews that thefe latter have not been formed there, but were inclofed in them, 
as they are not concreted with the ftony matrix, which is tolerably hard, but have 
a {mooth and polifhed furface. 

The rock, in the loweft ftrata of which the mountains are formed, is of a loofe 
texture, of a dark colour, and may be fcratched with a knife. It is fometimes of a 
lighter, or of an afh-colour. Both air and water are capable of corroding it, fo that 
laminze of a hand’s breadth appear ftanding ereét on their edge like a cock’s comb 
cryftal. hefe lowermott beds of flate, which are covered on the outfide with mould 
and grafs, fometimes conftitute half the height of the mountain. And thefe beds 
run from fouth to north, not abfolutely in a horizontal dire€tion, but funk to the weft- 
ward, and rifing to the eaftward, with mouldered and fharp-edged lamin, which are 
cominued quite below the furface of the water, as is plainly feen by the rocks in the 
fea, as well thofe that are above, as thofe that are under water. 

The old hofpital having been for a long time in a ruinous condition, as well as of an 
inconvenient ftrugture, the Company had refolved to build a new one on a larger fale, 
and in a more convenient firuation ; for which purpofe proper artifts, with the necef- 
fary tools and materia!s, had been fent from Holland. ‘The {pot for erecting this edifice 
on was chofen iit the eaftern end of the town, between Table Mountain and the citadel, 
where it would be expofed to the fun and wind. The ground-ftone was laid by Go- 
vernor Van Plettenberg, in the month of November of the preceding year; and the 
building now went on every day, though but very flowly ; a circumftance owing to the 
intercited conduét of thofe who were appointed to fuperintend it, who not only gained 

by 


THUNBERG’S ACCOUNT OF THE CAPE OF GOOD HOPE. 45 


by protratting the work, but alfo employed part of the workmen, as well-as of the 
materials, on their own private buildings. 

‘Two violent winds chiefly prevail on this fouthernmoft promontory of Africa. The 
one blows boifteroufly almoft every day in fummer, which is called the Goede Seafon 
(Goede Mouflon) ; the other in winter, which is called the Bad Seafon (Quaade Mout- 
fon). ‘The fouth-eaft wind is violent, and attended with dry and very fine weather ; 
the north-weft is tempeftuous, and, for the moft part, accompanied with fhowers of 
rain. The former brings fhort and violent gales, following clofe upon each other, 
which often increafe to that degree of force, as to blow up not only duft and fand, but 
alfo gravel and {mall pebbles into the face of fuch as are expofed to it, who, being 
neither able to fee nor go forwards, muft either ftand ftill, or elfe throw themfelves 
down upon the ground. On fuch occafions, ftrangers frequently exhibit ridiculous 
{cenes, their hats, wigs, or hair-bags, being carried away by the wind the whole length 
of the ftreets. Not only boats, but fmall craft, are likewife fometimes overfet in the 
road, and the people in them loft, as| was three times the cafe this. year; in confe- 
quence of which, when the wind is high, no boat will venture to go to or from the 
thips. 

The fouth-eaft wind fprings up for the moft part towards noon, after a fine, warm, 
and calm morning ; about eleven, twelve, or one o’clock, it rifes higher, and keeps up 
till three, four, or five’ o’clock, or even later, frequently leaving the evening ferene 
and agreeable. ‘Thus the morning may be very warm, and require light clothing ; but 
on the increafe of the wind, the air begins to feel colder, ang frequently one finds it 
neceflary to put on a great-coat. Thefe fudden changes are the caufe that one is very 
liable to catch cold here, and that the inhabitants are in general fubject to rheumatic 
pains. This violent wind, though in fome refpeéts it renders the fummer lefs agreeable 
than it would be otherwife, yet {till it makes the heat more tolerable. 

Before the fouth-eaft wind begins to blow, the clouds are commonly feen gathering 
upon the mountains ; and Table Mountain in particular, covered at the top with a heap 
of light clouds, appears as if it wore a periwig. On the wind’s increafing, the clouds 
are feen precipitating down the fore-part of the mountain, without producing any rain. 
Sometimes, however, it will happen, though feldom, that the wind fhall blow, and no 
clouds lie on the mountain ; likewife, that all the clouds being diffipated on the fore- 
part of the mountain, the wind fhall continue with clear and fine weather. he fouth- 
eaft wind is a low wind, driving for the moft part along the ground. The north-welt 
wind alfo is fometimes' obferved to drive the higher clouds in a direétion contrary to 
that in which the fouth-eaft carries the lower ones, and the birds are feen flying in a 
calm atmofphere between thefe two contrary currents of air. 

In winter-time the north-weft and fouth-weft winds prevail, which bring rain, and are 
dangerous for the fhipping that lie in the road, 7 

Thefe winds change in April, when, by degrees, the fouth-eaft ceafes, and is fuc- 
ceeded by the north-weft. So that April and May are months of intermiffion, as well 
as Auguit and September, and, on the days when it does not rain, the moft pleafant 
in the whole year. 

In January, and the months following, the road is the moft*reforted to by {hips from 
Europe and the Eaft Indies, for the purpofe of taking in refrefhments at a place where 
the air is wholefome, and the moft plentiful fupplies to be ha@ 8f wine and alb kinds 
of provifions. When a thip has anchored in the road, nobody from the town is fuf- 
tered to go on board of her for the firft three days, under a penalty of forty rix- 
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The Cape may,/ with propriety, be ftyled an inn for travellers to and front the Eaft 
indies, who, after feveral months’ fail, may here get refrefhments of all kinds, and are 
then about half way to the place of their deftination, whether homeward or outward 
bound. 

Strangers that arrive here from Europe, are fometimes attacked with a diarrhoea, 
occafioned by the many vegetables and fruits with which this country abounds, but 
which is not of fo dangerous a nature here as at Batavia. 

Such ftrangers as are defirous of fettling in this country, are at liberty here, as in 
Holland, to get their livelihood in what manner they pleafe or are able, either by a 
handicraft bufinefs or commerce, or, as is moft frequently the cafe, by both. 

It is a general cuftom in this country to fleep an hour or two in the afternoon, at the 
time that the heat is the greateft. 

At table, the uppermoft feat is never given to any of the guefts; but the hoft and 
hoftefs are always feated at the upper end, one on each fide @f the table, and the com- 
pany all around. The hoft always advances towards the ftranger who is his gueft, and, 
taking him by the hand, enquires after his health. If the perfon comes on horfeback 
or in a carriage, he is invited to alight and walk in. ‘The lady of the houfe does not 
rife, but falutes him by a nod of the head. : 

The French were at this time in very little eftimation, on the one hand, becaufe they 
generally came without ready money, and were obliged to trade on credit, or elfe with 
bills of exchange ; and, on the other, becaufe the African colonifts feared, that if a 
war broke out, thefe ftrangers would affift in taking the place; in which refpect, they 
thought themfelves more fecure with refpet to the Englith, with whom they were in 
alliance. A French officer, though dreffed to the beft advantage, and frequently wear- 
ing a ftar on his breaft, as a mark of his merit and his King’s favour, had but little 
refpeét paid him ; whereas an Englifh mate of a fhip, with his hair about his ears, was- 
much efteemed on account of his being flufh of money, and of his nation’s being in 
alliance with Holland. Yet it was the French who moft enriched the-Cape merchants, 
as, on account of the credit they took, they were obliged to pay more than others, 
and, at the fame time, had occafion for a greater quantity of merchandize, not only for . 
their fhips, but alfo for their garrifon in the Ifle of, France. 

The coins current here come either from Europe or the Eaft Indies. The moft 
common from Europe, which is here always termed the Mother-Country (Vaderland), 
are ducatoons, fhillings, and doits (Duyten). Ducatoons, either old or new, are, like 
every other fpeciés of coin, of more value here than in Europe, in general 25], per 
cent. more, that is to fay, twelve fhillings, or feventy-two ftivers. ‘The fhillings are 
feldom any thing more than Seftehalves, fuch as in Holland are worth five flivers and a 
half. Two-pences (Dubbeltjes), and fingle pence (or ftivers), are fearce ; as alfo are 
ducits; and the gold coin called Riders (Goude Reijers). Dutch guilders are hardly ever 
feen. The Cape guilders are imaginary, and reckoned to thofe that receive falaries, at 
the rate of fixteen ftivers each. A rix-dollar is valued at eight fhillings, and a ducat 
at eighteen. ‘ Spanifh piaftres (Spanfe Matten) are willingly taken at the rate of nine 
Dutch fkellings. From various places of the Eaft Indies, rupees of different kinds are 
imported, which are equivalent to half a rix-dollar, and pafs current with every body. 
No money is coined, or fuffered to be coined in this country. 

The kind of corh gefierally cultivated in this country is wheat, and it richly repays 
the labour of the hufbandman. Small quantities have been exported to the Indies for 
the ufe of the better fort of people there; but the voyage has been looked upon as 
too long, and the freight too expenfive to fend any to Europe, till the preceding and 

this 
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this prefept year, when fome has been fent to Holland, where it has been found to 
be much heavier than the European wheat. Poland, the granary of Holland, having 
for feveral years paft been vifited by war, and partly laid wafte, and the crops having 
been in general bad all over Europe, the Dutch Eaft India Company determined to 
fend fome {mall veffels to the Cape to import wheat ; and laft year they fent one veffel, 
and this year two frigates. Fora freight of wheat, the farmer is paid eighteen rix-dollars. 
A freight contains ten Muddes, or about twenty bushels. 

Rye is fcarcely ever fown here, except in {mall quantities for pleafure, or elfe by 
fome farmer, who choofes to ufe the ftraw for thatchings, inftead of the reffie 
dichotomus. 

The olive-fhrub (o/ea Europea) was common on the hills near the town, as well as 
in other places. The leaves are narrower than in the European olive; and the fruit 
feldom comes to maturity. For this reafon it is not ufed for preffing oil out of it, but 
frequently as an aftringent in diarrhceas. In other refpects, this fhrub fo nearly refem- 
bles the European, that it cannot poflibly be of a different {pecies. 

At the farms and villas near the town, European trees are frequently planted for 
the fake of ornament and fhade, fuch as the oak, chefnut, pine, myrtle, lemon, and 
orange-trees, which, when in bloflom, diffufed the moft fragrant odour. 

The fummer in Europe has a much more agreeable appearance, with its leaf- 
bedecked woods and flowery meads, which, after a forlorn and dreary winter, fo infi- 
nitely cheer our eyes, than it does here, where no meadows are feen 3 and the woods 
are full of prickles, and of a melancholy afpe&t. In the meadows in Europe the 
ground is covered fo thick with grafs, as to appear like a carpet; but here the ftalks 
of the grafs are at a confiderable diftance from each other, and exhibit in the intervals . 
between them, the bare and fandy ground. 

“As there are no forefts in the vicinity of the town, except the few {mall ones that 
ftand high up in the clefts of the mountains, wood, which is ufed in the kitchen only, 
is both dear and’ fcarce. Almoft all the fuel ufed here, is brought in by the flaves, 
who obtain it by digging up the roots of protee, and lopping off the branches of the 
underwood. Of this bruthwood, together with the roots, the flave makes two fepa- 
rate faggots, and tying one to one end, and the other to the other end of a ftick, 
carries them home on his fhoulders. Two of thefe faggots, to make which it is a day’s 
work, fell for two fkellings. 

Every flave is obliged to earn for his mafter two fkellings daily, which makes about 
eighty rixdollars in a year; fo that ina few years the matter gets his purchafe-money 

. back again, though the flave, by fuch a heavy rental, cannot obtain the remiffion of any 
part of his flavery, which increafes with his years, and is cemented with his blood. 

Tamarinds, on account of the acid they contain, were fometimes ufed inftead of 
vinegar, in this manner: the pulp of them were rubbed on beef, cut into thin dicys, 
which, after being dried a little in the fun, were fryed in a frying-pan, and were very 
tender, and well-tafted. 

Cauliflowers, which in the gardens of the Cape, and efpecially in Robben Ifland, 
that lies juft before the harbour, are brought to fuch perfection, as not to be equalled 
in any other part of the world, are frequently pickled in vinegar, with Cayenne pepper 
(or capficum), and afterwards eaten with meat by way of fallad. 

Some of the farms near the Cape had fences made of pic of iron-ore SYzer 
Klippen), which were found in the environs. 

The ar@opus echinatus (Ziekte Trooft) a low umbellifernne nlant withaue Galt 
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hills below the mountains. On account of the hard prickles it bore, as well on its 
leaves as on its ripe feeds, it was a terrible plague, efpecially to the flaves, who go bare- 
foot, and are frequently wounded by it. 

One of the fhips belonging to the fleet that arrived at this time from Holland, 
brought the corpfe of the governor Rheede van Oudfhorn, who died on his paflage 
thither. The admiral’s fhip came into port with her colours lowered half-way, to fig- 
nify its lofs. The corpfe was brought on fhore, with all the pomp ufual at the inter- 
ment of a governor; the bells tolled, and the fhips in the road fired a gun every 
minute, which did not a little contribute to the pomp and awfulnefs of the ceremony. 
Before the corpfe, two led horfes went in proceflion, followed by the fceptre, and the 
armorial bearings of the deceafed ; and after it came trumpets, kertle-drums, foldiers, 
and burghers, on horfe-back, commanded by the major. By the death of this gentle- 
man, whofe favour I had previoufly acquired at Amfterdam, I fuftained a great lols, 
with regard to the powerful fupport and afliftance which he had given me reaion to ex- 
peét from him, in his capacity of governor, in my excurfions into the country. 

During my ftay in town, I vifited feveral times the Leeuwve Kop (Lion’s Head), a 
mountain that ftands to the weft-ward of Table Mountain, and rifes almoft to an 
almoft inacceffible peak ; from this peak it runs out in a long floping ridge, and termi- 
nates in a curved eminence, called the Leeuwe Staart (Lion’s Tail), Below its peak, 
the Leeuwe Kop is fo fteep in one place, that if one wifhes to afcend to it, a cord muft 
be faftened to the rock, by the help of which, one muft clamber up by a fide that is 
almoft perpendicular. The uppermoft layer I found to confift of a loofe red fand, 
which crumbles away, and falling down, leaves great cavities behind it. On the very 
top of the peak, where 2 perpetual guard is placed for the purpofe of difcovering the 
approach of fhips, there is a {mall hut, with a fire-place in it for drefling provifions ; 
three guns, one of which is fired for every fhip that is feen; and a flag-ftaff to hoift 
a flag on. By the number of guns fired, government is immediately informed whether 
it is a fingle Ship or a fleet that approaches. In the evening, the centinel goes down 
to his houfe, which is fituated in the cleft between ‘Table Mountain and the Lion’s 
Head. When the fhips that are defcried, approach, a flag is hoifted on the Lion’s 
Back (Leeuwe Rug), and when they enter the harbour, the colours are hoifted on 
the citadel, till they have faluted it. If any thip Thould come within fight of the Cape, 
and afterwards pafs by it, the flag on the I.ion’s Back is ftruck, as foon as it difappears. 
The flag that is hoifted varies every month, and is like a watch-word on the field of 
battle; for the colour of the flag is appointed by the directors in Europe, and made 
known only to the refpective regencies at Batavia and the Cape, and in [ealed letters , 
to the captains of the outward and homeward bound fhips. hus the captains of the 
thips may difcover, if on a fudden eruption of war, the Cape is fallen into the hands 
of the enemy, and in fuch cafe keep away from the harbour. In time of war, when 
any great fleet is defcried making its approach, the whole colony through the interior 
parts may be fummoned with the greatelt expedition, by the firing of guns, the hoift- 
ing of flags, and the kindling of fires, which are difpofed at certain places, and diftri- 
buted at fuch diftances, that thefe fignals may always be feen or heard from one place 
to the next. “ 

, Robben Iffand is fituated at the entrance of the harbour, about four miles from the 
town: The fhips that run into the harbour muft always pafs by this ifland, which 
then hoifts the Dutch flag. Sometimes, when a ftrong fouth-eaft wind prevents the 
thips from entering, they anchor befide it. This ifland was formerly the refort of a 
great number of feals, whence it alfo derives its name; but now thefe animals having 
, 2 been 


THUNBERG’S ACCOUNT OF THE CAPE OF GOOD HOPE. ,49 


been driver away from it, it is become the retreat of chameleons, quails, and prifoners 
for life (called here Banditti), who are ee to colle& every day on the fea-fhore a 
certain quantity of hells, which are burned to make lime for the buildings erected 
by the company. Thefe prifoners for life are not only black flaves who have 
been guilty of mifdemeanors, but alfo Europeans, who have committed heinous 
crimes. 

Though the Lutherans in this town were numerous, yet they had -not a church of 
their own. The bigotted zeal of the Calviniftic clergy had hitherto been able to pre- 
vent fo beneficial an inftitution from taking place, as that of an edifice to the glory of 
that God, whom they themfelves profeffed to worthip, and for the ufe and convenience 
of their fellow-citizens. The Lutherans were thus under the neceflity of performing 
their public worthip in a loft, which they had fitted up for that purpofe. Still, *how- 
ever, they had not an opportunity of celebrating divine fervice oftener than when any 
Swedifh fhip arrived, the chaplain of which under{tood and {poke the German lan- 
guage. On fuch occafions, alfo, the holy communion was celebrated, and the money 
that was put into the plate became the property of the minifter: 

‘The fhips now failed in different {quadrons fucceflively for Europe, a few only at a 
time, as in time of peace may be done with fafety. On the other hand, if peace is at 
all dubious, or a war breaks out, they §0 a great many together, in two or three fleets, 

It will fometimes happen, and that even by permiffion, that a foldier and a failor fhall 
change places, and fucceed each other in their refpective fervices. 

Before a thip fails, the account is made out of every man on hoard, which accounts 
are fent with the fhip, or elfe may be taken out at the pay-office by fuch as chufe fo to do; 
fo that every one may know what is due to him of his pay. If any one fettles in a place, 
and gets other employment in the fervice, he may take up his pay every third or fourth 
month, but the guilder is then eftimated at fifteen or fixteen ftivers only, fo that the 
lof is confiderable. But if he chufes to leave it untouched till the end of the year, his 
account is made out in the month of Auguft, when the books are clofed, which account 
he may negociate at eighteen, nineteen, and fometimes twenty, ftivers per guilder, and 
thus lofe little or nothing. A bill of this kind is like a bill of exchange, for which the 
Dutch Eaft India Company gives the full value in Europe, and which, in the mean. 
time, is readily accepted by merchants, and others who want to remit money to Europe. 
Otherwife, as twenty-five per cent. is gained on all money exported from Holland, in 
like manner twenty-five per cent. is loft on all money that is carried back in fpecie to 
Holland. 

«The effects of the failors and foldiers who have been taken into the hofpital, and died 
there, are fold by auction, and chiefly at that period, when the greateft number of 
patients is brought in, and when the greateft number dies. ‘he money is laid out on __ 
their interment. In general the corpfe is fewed up in acloth, and carried out in a® 
hearfe; but if the effects of the deceafed, after the beft part of them have been em- 
bezzled, ftill amount to a fmall fum of money, a coffin is beftowed upon him of ten rix- 
dollars value. If what the defunét has left behind him amounts to {till more money, it 
is expended in wine at the funeral; and great care is always taken that nothing fhould 
be left for his relations and heirs. In general, at fuch auétions the Whole cheft, opened, 
but not always thoroughly examined, is fold-at a venture. 

The. Cape lobfter (cancer arétes), which is caught here, is equal iit fize to tltat 
(gammarus) which is taken near the Swedith coafts, but has no large claws, and_ is 
craggy all over, and covered with ereét prickles. It has a ftrong and not very agrce- 
able tafte. 
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The Medufa’s.head (afterias caput Medufe), one of the moft fingular-and curioas 
animals in nature, was fometimes caught in the ocean off the Cape. It is but rarely 
that it is found thrown dead upon the fhore. In order to preferve it whole and un- 
damaged for the cabinets in Europe, it muft be caught far out in the fea by fifhermen, 
who mutt take great care that they do not break off any of its limbs, and that the animal 
do not too much contraé& and entangle its outermoft and moft flender branches. The 
animal, when alive, or juft after it is dead, is of a reddifh or deep carnation colour ; 
and, on being dried, turns greyifh. It fhould be dried in the fhade during fine wea- 
ther, and in an open place, where the wind has free accefs to it; for in the fun the 
animal melts away, and, if placed too much in the fhade, it might chance to putrify. 
For this wonderful animal the fithermen frequently get fix, nay even fometimes ten, rix- 
dollars. It may be fent to Europe in a box filled with carded cotton. 

On the fhore juft before the town were found various forts of bivalve fhells, and ef- 
pecially many large and beautiful fpecies of patella. 

Strand Dubbeltie was the name givei to an umbilicus veneris, or the upper valve of a 
cockle-fhell, which was covered all over with tubercles. 

Below the mountains, and near the fhore, are feveral hillocks of fand of different 
fizes, which are drift-fand, and fome change their place twice a year, according to the 
winds that prevail. Some of them have already begun to fettle and acquire folidity, 
and are covered with fome few plants. 

Among thele the ridge of fand-hills below the Lion’s Tail is remarkable, which feems 
plainly to indicate the, manner in which mountains were formerly produced, and their 
different {trata formed. ‘This ridge of fand, which ftands juft before the battery, runs 
from fouth to north, and keeps in the fame line as the mountains near the Cape and in all 
the country do, inclining more or lefs to the eaft or weft, and confequently in the fame 
direction as the winds that prevail here. It increafes every year to the northward, quite 
down to the fea-fhore. At the weftern end it forms a curve, and goes off with a gradual 
flope, a circumftance which is occafioned either by the adjacent fand-hill that rans in the 
fame direCtion, and is folid and firm, and is ufed for a place of execution, or elfe by the’ 
Lion’s Tail, which impedes the paflage of the wind. The fand of this ridge is loofe, 
and driven to and fro in fummer; in winter it is fomewhat firmer from the rain, but 
ftill almoft as loofe as a heap of drift-fnow. Some parts of it may probably be a little 
more firm than the reft. Juft as the fand is driven, the ftrata are formed, and they he 
here, as in the mountains, inclining obliquely towards the horizon. Some layers are 
loofer, others again harder, according as the drift-fand was more or lefs pure, or mixed, 
before it was hardened by the rain. Thefe ftrata run either in a ftraight line, or in 
waves or ftreaks of black and white fand, which at a diftance give the whole ridge the 
appearance of an agate. The black fand is thrown up by the fea, as well as the white. 

©The former is in a {mall quantity, and the latter is driven more by the wind, and forms 
hills. This ridge of fand lies dire€tly oppofite to the tranverfe end of Table Mountain. 
The top of it is level, and of a middling height ; towards the foush it goes off gradually 
with a long flope; to the northward it is fteep, where the fand is carried far over the 
fpot below, which is fheltered by the ridge from the wind. The wind can, in the fpace 
of one day, lay farid an inch deep upon its furface, which commonly does not fall 
equally, but here and there in fpots. Stones, and other things that lie in the way, are 
bare on the foutlferii fide, but on the northern. are covered with a ridge of fand running 
out in a point, juft as the fnew is difpofed in the northern regions, when it falls with a 
high wind. In the fame manner the ftrata of mountains appear to have been formed by 
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the winds and waves, and to have derived their origin from the fame caufe, viz. from 
the two predominant winds. * 

The teftude geometrica was known here by the appellation of the Syren (Syrentie). 
This land-tortoife, which probably is the moft beautiful of its kind, was found very 
common in the fandy downs among the bufhes. The fhells of fuch as were very {mall, 
and confequently the moft beautiful, were ufed for making f{nuff-boxes. 

Round the hills near the Cape grew the slifortia rufcifolia, and the borbonia lanceolata, 
much refembling juniper trees, and like the polygala heifteria, with their tharp leaves 
pricking the foot-paflengers; while the a/paragus capenfis, with its recurved thorns, 
tore their clothes and retarded their paffage, for which reafon it has received from the 
inhabitants-‘the name of Wakt en Beetje, {top a bit. 

The tulbaghia aliacea (Wilde Knooflook, or Wild Garlic), which grew bothsin the 
fands near the Cape and in other places in the country, was ufed in heétic fevers, either 
boiled in water or in fome kind of foup. 

At feveral farms near the Cape I had an opportunity of feeing wine made, and of 
receiving information with refpect to the various forts of wine, which are made here in 
great quantities. The preffing, which is done in March, is performed in general, for 
want of proper tools and contrivances, in a more fimple manner here than it is in 
Europe. The flaves gather the grapes, and put them into a large veffel. For the 
prefling they make ufe of a veffel, the bottom and fides of which are bored full of 
holes ; this veflel is fet in the infide of a larger veflel upon a crofs piece of wood laid 
at the bottom of the latter; this outfide veflel has a fpigot and fawcet, through which 
the juice, as faft it is preffed out, may run into a tub placed beneath. The grapes 
being laid in the inner veffel, heaped up to the brim, three or four flaves, after having 
previoufly wafhed their feet very clean in a tub of water ftanding at the fide, get into 
the veffel that contains the fruit, and holding themfelves fatt by a rope fixed to the 
ceiling, trample upon the grapes, and {queeze out the juice as long as they are able. 
In the mean time, the mut that runs out is put into large high veflels to ferment. If 
the aperture is obftruéted by grapes or ftalks, fo that the juice cannot eafily run out, 
they pufh them away with a ftick to the end of which a few briftles are fixed. The 
trodden grapes, before they are farther preffed, are put, ftalks and all, upon a coarfe 
ftrainer (or the bottom of a bed) made of rattans, on which they rub the fruit with 
their hands, till the hufks go through it ; the ftalks in the mean-time remaining be- 
hind, which are now feparated and thrown away, as they are fuppofed to make the 
wine auftere and bitter. ‘The hutks are then put into the fermenting-veffel, which the 
next morning is in full fermentation, during which procefs the thick parts fubfide, 
and the muit grows clear, when it is barrelled off, by putting a wicker-bafket into 
the bung-hole of the barrel, and filtering the wine through it. The grounds, which 
remain in the fermenting-veffel, are afterwards put into a iquare veffel or vat, piercdd 
full of holes at the fides and bottom, which vat is placed on a crofs piece of wood 
in a larger veflel, with a fpigot and fawcet at the fide. At the top there is a ferew of 
wood or metal, by means of which the laft drop of juice is prefled out from the 
hufks, From the dregs and hufks, that remain over from the laft prefling, brandy is 
diftilled. No yeaft is ufed for accelerating the fermentatibn. The white and 
green grapes yield white wine, and the red, red wine. The mufcadine grape, both+ 
red and white, produces the Conftantia wine, and the blood r8d ‘grape, the »wine 
called Pontac. Names are beftowed accordingly as they refemble more or lefs the 
produdts of the European grapes, though the refemblance is not always perfect. 

H 2 A great | 
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A great number of dogs are frequently kept in the farms; they follows the cattle 
into the fields along with the lave, keep wild beafts away from thé farm, fometimes 
protect the mafter from the outrages of his flaves, and are ferviceable in-hunting and 
on journeys. 

The horns of the rhinoceros were kept by fome people both in town and country, 
not only as rarities, but alfo as ufeful in difeafes, and for the purpofe of detecting 
poifon. As to the former of thefe intentions, the fine fhavings of the horns taken in- 
ternally, were fuppofed to cure convulfions and fpafms in children. With refpect to 
the latter it was generally believed, that goblets made of thefe horns in a turner’s lathe, 
would difcover a poifonous draught that was put into them, by making the liquor fer- 
ment till it ran quite out of the goblet. Such horns as were taken from a young 
rhinogeros calf that had not yet copulated, were faid to be the beft, and the moft to 
be depended upon. Of thefe goblets are made, which are fet in gold and filver, and 
made prefents of to kings, people of diftin€tion, and particular friends, or elfe fold at 
a high price, fometimes at the rate of fifty rix-dollars a goblet. The horn is of a 
conical form, thick at the bottom, and truncated at the top, a foot long frequently 
in old rhinocerofes, and is placed forward on their fnout. Two or three inches from 
this, the African two-horned rhinoceros has another fmaller and fhorter horn. In 
colour, it moft refembles the horn of a bullock. When I tried thefe horns, both 
wrought into goblets, and unwrought, both old and young horns, with feveral forts 
of poifons, weak as well as ftrong, I obferved not the leatt motion or effervefcence ; 
but when a folution of corrofive fublimate, agua phagedenica, or other fimilar fub- 
ftances, was poured into one of thefe horns, there arofe only a few bubbles, produced 
by the air, which had been inclofed in the pores of the horn, and which was now dif- 
engaged from it. 

Though few countries can boaft of fo much venifon and game as this colony, ftill 
here, as in Europe, at a certain time of the year, hunting and fhooting are prohibited. 
Thus from May to Augult, nobody is allowed to hunt or fhoot, at leaft near the 
town. 

The hofpital I very feldom vifited, as I could not poffibly derive any improvement 
from any thing I faw there, I obferved, however, in this place, what I never faw any 
where elfe, viz. that the attendants on the fick were provided with ropes ends, with 
which they now and then correéted turbulent patients. Mirum fane morborum remedium! 
Both in the hofpital and on board of their fhips, the Company had for the greater 
part ignorant and unfkilful furgeons; and, in general, when a {kilful furgeon was 
found among them, he was.a foreigner. When emetics or fuch kind of remedies 
were prefcribed, they were fometimes written down on the head-board of the bed; 
and of other medicines, a dofe was commonly adminiftered immediately, which were 
cerrted ready made up in a box after the furgeon, when he vifited the patients. What 
moft contributes in this place to the recovery of the fick, is the excellent refrefhments 
of frefh meat and vegetables, that are to be had here. The principal furgeon 
makes his report to the governor every day of the number and ftate of the pa- 
tients. 

At Zeeko valley thescompany has a farm, where ftraw (refio tectorum) is cut and 
prepared for the purpofe of thatching, as follows: a bundle or theaf, after it is cut, is 
held by the top, -arfd all the fhorter ftalks that are loofe in it, are fhaken off from it. 
The remaining long ones are then fpread out in rows to dry, and afterwards tied up in 
bundles, With this the houfes are commonly thatched both in town and country ; and 

fometimes 
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fometimes whole huts are built with it. A roof made of it lafts twenty or thirty years, 
and would laft ntuch longer if the fouth-eaft wind did not blow a great deal of dirt 
between the thatch, in confequence of which it rots the fooner. 

Near Muyfenberg (or Moufe mountain) the wax-fhrubs (myrica quercifolia and cor- 
difolia) grew in abundance along the fhore. The berries of them are quite round, full 
of knobs, foft, and of the fize of a pea. The berries themfelves are quite black, but 
covered with a farina of a whitifh-grey colour. They are gathered in their ripe ftate in 
the month of March, and boiled in water till all the white powder is melted off, and 
floats on the furface of the water like fat; this, when fkimmed off and cooled, grows 
hard, almoft like wax, and is of a greenifh-grey or afh colour. The farmers ufe it 
for candles, when they get any quantity of it, and the Hottentots eat it like fo much 
cheefe. 

In the fandy plains near the Cape, and chiefly near the larger farms, the goldfinch 
(Joxia orix’) was feen now in the midft of fummer, very beautiful, of a crimfon colour, 
and in infinite numbers. Juft when the corn grows ripe, he acquires his f{ummer-drefs ; 
his brownifh grey feathers on the throat and back become gradually of a red colour, 
and leave only the wings and tail unchanged. ‘The hen does not come in for her fhare 
of this beautiful attire, but remains the whole year of a grey-brown hue. 

The country-people feldom make any cheefe ; and when they did, which was chiefly 
out of curiofity, the cheefes were {mall, thin, and of an indifferent tafte; the caufe of 
which probably is the milk, which, it muft be confeffed, is poor enough compared to 
the fine rich milk produced in Holland. 

The cows, as well as the other cattle, go to the field the whole year throughout, 
being driven home in the evening, and lie within fences in the open air. ‘The grafs 
which they feed on in thofe extenfive plains, and which is the beft and moft copious in 
winter-time, in confequence of the rain, and worft in fummer on account of the heat 
and drying winds, is in general harfh and coarfe. Hence the cows give little milk, and 
that but indifferent. For this reafon, the cattle degenerate to a certain degree in the 
courfe of a few years. ‘The horned cattle, of which the peafants herds in this country 
confift, are of Dutch extraction, it is true, but are at prefent greatly degenerated. A 
Dutch cow that is brought hither, and has coft forty or fifty rix-dollars, gives more 
milk than three others, but its offspring degenerates, and the third or fourth is exactly 
like the reft, which frequently give no more than a quart of milk a day. 

Frefh butter, which in general is made from new milk, is fold in the town for eight, 
twelve, or fixteen ftivers, and falt-butter at two, four, or fix ftivers, per pound. - The 
price, however, varies with the confumption. 

Though the country is inhabited by colonifts, ftill the farms are not all held in the 
fame manner. That tract of country which is neareft to the town and;harbour, or in 
the vicinity of them, has been fold by the Hottentots for tobacco, brandy, and other 
commodities. ‘The other extenfive tracts of land were afterwards taken pofleifion of 
gradually by the colonifts. ‘Thus the farms which are fituated neareft to the Cape, as 
far as Picquet-berg, and a little beyond it, are freeholds, or lands which are the un- 
conditional property of the coloniit, for which he pays no quit-rent, and which he is 
at liberty to difpofe of. ‘The other farms farther up the country, on the other fide of 
the mountains, are called Copyholds, which the colonifts have occupied with the pers 
miffion of the governor, and tor each of which twenty-four rix-sloMars are paid yearly 
to the Company in fine, which cannot be fold or transferred to any one elfe without 
the permitlion of the governor. he buildings upon the premifes may be fold, it is 


true, but not the land. 
Planks 
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Planks and boards, as well as beams for building, were extremely dear, as they were 
{earce, and brought a great way from the inland parts of the country, fo that the 
greateft part of them muft be imported from Europe or the Eaft Indies. They are 
generally fold by meafure, planks felling for two fkellings a foot. 

Sheep’s-dung was frequently ufed for manuring the vineyards, and horfe-dung for 
the gardens. Sheep’s-dung often lies in the fheep-folds to the depth of a yard and 
more. 

Wheat-fields, vineyards, and gardens, are very numerous about the farms in the 
vicinity of the town and harbour, and there they have but few cattle. The vineyards 
in the neighbourhood of the Cape, the grapes of which being larger and riper, yield 
the beft and moft delicious wine, and confequently the more profitable, occafion the 
cultivation of wheat to be negleéted in proportion, which is relinquifhed to the farmers 
that live farther up in the country. ‘he wheat-fields are often left fallow for feveral years, 
as every hufbandman has a great quantity of land, which he can afford to keep unem- 
ployed. Whenever either a new field, or a field that has lain fallow for feveral years, 
is to be put in order, which is a difficult piece of work, fuch ground is firft ploughed 
in the month of Auguft, and then again in May, after being previoufly fowed. The 
African ploughs have two wheels, one of which is {maller than the other. 

When a youth is arrived at the age of fifteen, he mutt be enrolled, and every year 
he muft refort to the place of rendezvous, in order to perform his exercife. On this 
occafion he mutt take the oath of allegiance. When a father has two fons in the mi- 
litia, he himfelf is exempt from duty. Thefe reviews, both of horfe and foot, are 
held every year, in the town for the burghers, and at Stellenbofch and Zwellendam for 
the farmers belonging to the colony. If any one neglects to appear at thefe rendez 
voufes, he is fined. 

‘The farmers fell their merchandizes at the Cape, either to the Company or the 
burghers, but are not permitted to difpofe of any thing to ftrangers, 

Befides the regency which is,refident in the town, the country is governed by two 
courts of judicature, at which a landroft prefides. 

Stellenbofch is a village confifting of thirty houfes and upwards, with a church ; here 
a landroft refides, under whofe jurifdi€tion comes that part of the country which is 
fituated to the north and north-weft ; the other part of the colony that lies to the eaft- 
ward is under the fway of the landroft at Zwellendam. Stellenbofch is fituated in a 
narrow valley between high mountains, which are open to the fouth-weft or towards 
Falfe Bay. It has two ftreets with oak trees planted in them, and a river running 
through them. . 

Franfchehock ftands not far from Stellenbofch, below the mountains, and in the 
cleft of a mountain. It is remarkable for being the place which, immediately after the 
fo-ndation of the town, was inhabited by the French refugees, who, between the years 
1680 and 1690, removed hither from Holland, and firft began to plant vineyards in 
this country. ¢ . 

Drakenftein alfo is a colony in the neighbourhood of the former, and fituate under 
the fame ridge of mountains. The mountains here extend from north to fouth, juft as 
they do near the town ; -and this direttion of them is the caufe that the farms that are 
Gtuated in valleys between two mountains have their day and night at different times. 
Thofe who live unde> the mountains on the weftern fide have day-light firft, as the fun, 
having reached the tops of the mountains, which are frequently covered with hail, and 
thence appear white, in an inftant illuminates the whole weftern fide; while, on the 

_other hand, thofe who live on the eaftern fide of the valley, fee the fun longer in the 
evenings, the other fide at the fame time appearing to them enveloped in darknefs and 

: 12 a light- 
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a light-blue mift, while they themfelves continue to enjoy the moft delightful fun- 
thine. ; 

Next to the Cape, towards the north, and dire€tly oppofite to the town, are the 
‘Tigers Mountains, which are in the fame direftion with the Olyfant’s Kop, and the 
Blauwe Berg, or Blue Mountains, all of which are feparated from each other by 
valleys. 

Neither burghers nor hufbandmen have a right to marry till they have obtained the 
governor’s confent. As foon as any perfon has obtained this, which is ufually afked on 
Thurfdays, the bridegroom receives an order, which, in the prefence of the bride, he 
delivers to the jufticiary ; who, after having carefully examined matters, and found 
that the parties are not too near related, gives alfo his confent to the match, and allows 
the banns to be publifhed three Sundays following, in the. ufual manner, fyom the 

ulpit. 
: $0 that when the farmers take their annual journey up to town to fell their commo- 
dities, buy the neceffary articles for their families, and pay their taxes, they muft always 
take that opportunity of being united in the bands of wedlock, or of having their 
children baptized at their parifh church. 

Should the governor retufe any one his permiflion to marry, ftill he cannot prevent 
the parties contracted from living together, who, in fuch cafes, are frequently obliged 
to put off their nuptials till the arrival of another governor, whofe confent they may 
obtain. Sometimes it happens that ¢he bride has recourfe to the jufticiary, who may 
think proper to order the marriage to be confummated. In this cafe, if the bridegroom 
be at that time engaged in the Company’s fervice, he may have the misfortune to be 
fent away by the governor to fome place in the Eaft Indies. The fair fex here, in ge- 
neral, marry very young, and, as the boundaries of the colony have been much ex- 
tended of late, the increafe of population has likewife been very great. 

The country-people have provifions in abundance, but are frequently in want of fur- 
niture. One frequently fees chairs and tables made by the farmer himfelf, which he 
covers with calf-fkin, or makes of platted leathern ftraps. The floors in the houfes are } 
formed of earth, beaten down hard and fmooth. In order to make them hard and firm, | 
they are overlaid either with a mixture of water and cow-dung, or with bullock’s | 
blood, which renders them at the fame time rather flippery. 

Various forts of fruits, befides raifins, were dried for the ufe of the hips. 

In winter, falt meat is fometimes eaten, though very rarely; but f{carcely any is fold 
to the fhips. 

When a farm is fold in the country, the bargain is concluded, and the farm paid 
tor in gilders, three of which are reckoned to a rix-dollar 

The town as well as country-people look upon this country, or their mother-land, as 
they term it, to be far fuperior to others, as it produces every neceffary of life in abyn- 
dance ; though at the fame time, they are confcious that Europe, their father-land, mutt 
turnifh them with every thing elfe, even to the very plough-fhare, with which they til 
this their fertile country. 

In the various excurfions I made into the country, this as well as the preceding years, 
I have been more and more convinced, that the whole promortory, called the Cape, is 
nothing but a mountain ; for all the ridges and chains of mountains, as well the greateft 
as the {malleft, run between fouth-eaft and north-weft, and thus-take the fame diretion 
as the violent winds that prevail in this country. They alfo run parallel to, but at une- 
qual diftances from each other, fo that fome of the vales that are interpofed between 


them, are broad, and frequently inhabited, while others again are very narrow. To- 
wards * 
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wards the north-weft, I have not had an opportunity of feeing their termination; they 
probably run that way as far as to the fea, without leaving any path for walking on the 
fhore. Towards the fouth-ealt, all of them, except Hottentot Holland’s mountain, ter- 
minate in a gentle declivity, before they reach the fea-fhore. It is fingular, that when 
one goes from the town into the country, from fouth to north, and pafles over a moun- 
tain, the country on the farther fide is found to be more elevated; and if we traverfe 
the mountains that we meet with farther on, the height of the country ‘till increafes, 
and fo on for three or four days journey. So that the country between thefe ridges is 
nothing but a vale, which is fo broad as fo have obtained the name of a province, and 
is adorned with feveral farms. On afcending the mountains furrounding {uch valleys, 
we fee fimilar’ ridges and valleys in miniature, but much f{maller, and rarely inabited, 
The diffances between fome of the ridges may be fix miles and more, between others 
only two or three, and on the tops of the mountains no more than a ftones throw. 
Such a tract of land, however, is not plain and level, like a meadow, but deeper in the 
middle, where the deepeft rivers, formed by the conjunétion of feveral branches in one, 
run parallel with the ridges of the mountains themfelves, and it gradually rifes higher 
on each fide, in proportion as we approach the mountains. 

Near the Cape, which forms the fouthernmoft angle of the triangle of Africa, the 
mountains have the leaft extent. The farther one advances up into the country, and 
the broader it grows, the longer are the ridges formed by the mountains. And the far- 
ther one proceeds among the mountains, and the higher the country is, the colder one 
always finds the climate. In winter there falls fnow, or what is more frequently the 

_cafe, hail, the depth of tix inches or more, which lies feveral days, and on the tops of 
mountains for weeks together, without melting. In the month of Oétober I obferved 
the hail ftill lying on the fnow-white tops of the mountains, while the country below 
was clad in its richeft fummer attire. Likewife in proportion as the cold increafes in 
confequence of the elevation of the country, all vegetables are later produced. ‘The 
difference I found here and in fome other places, to amount to as much as two months. 
Near the Cape, therefore, all plants and flowers make their appearance the fooneft, the 
country there being lower, and the air milder. In like manner, the whole fouthern 
coaft, where the mountains go off with a gradual declivity, is always the warmeft, and 
is for this reafon the moft populous and beft inhabited part of the whole colony. 

This defcription of the extent, appearance, and height of the mountains, together 
with the nature of the country, I hope may throw rather more light on the geography 
of this part of Africa, than we had before, at the fame time that it difcovers the reafon 
why a country fituated in fo good and temperate a climate, is in fome places extremely 
fertile and cultivated, and in others, abfolutely bare, and in faét, almoft defert and inac- 
ceffible, 

Fhe Dutch officers, both of the outward and homeward-bound fhips, efpecially of the 
latter, difpofe here of a great quantity of merchandize of different kinds; the former 
bring for fale, wines, beer, cured hams, cheefe, tobacco pipes, and fometimes haber- 
dafhery and hardware; the latter, cottons, chintzes, rice, tea, &c. And if they cannot 
difpofe of their merchandize to the dealers feparately, they put them up at a public 
auction. One likewife fees many of the burghers, who have bought.various articles by 
wholefale, fell them again by anétion. Such fales by auétion are frequently held alfo 
in the {pring and winter months, on the Company’s account ; and government generally 
takes the precaution not to allow of the auctions of individuals, till the Company has dif- 
pofed of its merchandizes firft. 
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Of the> foreign naval officers, the Englith and Danifh carry on the greateft trade. 
‘The former chiefly fell large quantities of fine and coarfe hardware, efpecially failor’s 
knives, {ciffars, and other fimilar articles. The latter, in going out, fell Danifh ale and 
tar, and on their return, chintzes from Bengal. The Swedifh officers traded for little 
or nothing ; on their return, they only difpofed of a few canifters of tea, fome Nankin 
and Chinefe filks, fearcely to a greater amount, than what they paid at their inn for the 
few days they were on fhore. Otherwife, defirable articles from Sweden are coarle grey 
cloth, lumber, copper, iron, brafs, fpades, herrings, and more efpecially tar, charcoal 
and iron, all which fell to great advantage. The Company charges eight rix-dollars for 
one hundred weight of iron, though it is cold-fhire, and inferior to the Swedith. For 
all wares and commodities fold by individuals at au€tions, five per cent. muft be paid 
to the fifcal. The money for goods and wares fold by auction is not to be paichtill fix 
weeks afterwards, 

Among all the different nations that frequented this place, none were fuch bold failors 
asthe Englifh, "They would often beat about in the roads with a ftrong fouth-eaft wind, 
while the Dutch fhips either kept the open fea, or caft anchor under Robben Tfland, till 
they got a more favourable wind. The former have for the moft part no other rule 
than their own judgment and experience, and their thips are better failers ; whereas the 
latter have heavier and more unwieldy fhips, and are obliged to at according to the 
Company’s orders. 

Foreign hips were faid to pay for anchorage only five hundred guilders; but all the 
provifions they want they muft pay dear for, owing to the impofts eftablithed by the 
company on meat and wines. Strangers pay two ftivers for a pound of meat, which the 
company has for three doits, or about a fifth part of the price. 

In the baptifm of children, the Cape clergy confider it as a circumftance of the firft 
importance that the father fhould be known, and be prefent. If the child is a baftard, 
and its father does not difcover himfelf, the infant remains unbaptized. If the mother 
isa Black or a Hottentot, but the father a Chriftian, who requires it to be baptized, it 
is baptized. Every chriftening mutt be performed in the church, for which reafon fuch 
colonifts as live far up in the country, muft take their infants with them when they go 
to the Cape, though, as is fometimes the cafe, it be but fix months old. 

The gardens both within and without the town, fuffer great devaftation from three or : 
four different fpecies of rats which are generally termed moles. One of thefe, called 
the White Mole (Witte Moll, marmota Africana), is of the fize of a fmall cat, and 
white all over, with a fhort tail. The fecond, called the Blaze-fronted Mole (Bles 
Moll, marmota capenjis), is fmaller, and white with brown fpots. The third fpecies 
islefs common, and very beautiful, being of a greenifh colour with a fhining fur. The 
lait of thefe (talpa Afiatica) or the Gold-green Mole (Blinde Moll), burrows in the 
gardens under the furface of the ground, throwing up the mould, by which means ‘it 
ruins both the figured trees and hedges that are made of myrtle and box. The former 
{pecies of moles alfo are found in the fand-downs near the town. 

When the people of the town planted trees before their houfes, they were very folici- 
tous to get a dead dog to put in the hole, by which means they thought the growth of 
the tree would be much accelerated. . 

The Bay-tree (/aurus nobilis) was in many places obferved to form fo clofe a hedge,” 
that one could fearcely fee through it. It bent likewife to the vidlence of the Winds 
without breaking. 

The Hottentots who had committed aéts of violence againft fome colonifts living a, 
great way up the country, and had been brought hither fome time before, were now. . 
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punifhed. Some of them were only flogged, others were flogged and marked befides on 
the back with a red-hot iron, and others had the tendon near the heel (tendo Achillis) cut 
out befides. After this they were fet free, and fent home again for a warning to others. 
They had not been taken without difficulty, as they had fortified themfelves in the 
cavities and crevices of the mountains, where they were out of the reach of fire-arms. 
Befides this, they defended themfelves by rolling {tones down upon their enemies, ‘The 
Company had ordered not only the farmers out againft them, but alfo a corporal from 
the citadel with five men to bombard them with hand grenades, At laft they were 
taken by ftratagem, by the Hottentot Captain Kies. 

Accounts were now again received from Roggeveld, that the Bofhies-men Hottentots 
had plundered and killed the farmers in that diftriat. : 

In the month of March, when I paffed a whole day on the top of Table Mountain, 
I was gratified in the evening with a fingular and moft beautiful profpect from this 
confiderable eminence. ‘Table Mountain, like all other mountains in.this country, lies 
in a dire€tion from north-weft to fouth-eaft, thus leaving one of its long fides open to 
the north-eaft, and the other to the fouth-weft. The fun, rifing in the eaft, does not 
here proceed towards the fouth, as in Europe, but towards the north, and at laft finks 
into the ocean to the weftward of the mountain. This makes an earlier morning, and 
exhibits the fun fooner on the north-eaft fide, and a longer afternoon, and later fun on 
the fouth-weft fide. So that on the top of this mountain, about five o’clock in the 
afternoon, two different worlds, as it were, prefented themfelves to my view, of which 
the weftern {till enjoyed the fineft fun-fhine and a clear horifon, while the eaftern was 
already covered with darknefs and a thick impending mift. This mift, which had ex- 
haled from the heated plain, and was now condenfed in the fuddenly cooled air, was fo 
thick that no part of the whole country was to be feen, but the whole region refembled 
afmooth unbroken cloud, and did not a little contribute to render the view on each 
fide of the mountain remarkably different, though a moment before they were much 
the fame. 

In the month of May, between the 13th and 19th, in company with Major Gordon 
and an Englith gardener, lately arrived, of the name of Mafon, I made an excurfion 
on foot round the mountains fituate between the Cape and Falfe Bay. Having afcended 
the front of the valley, as high as the fummit of Table Mountain, we faw a valley to 
the right, which runs down to the fea-fhore. To the left a fountain was feen bubbling 
up, and forming a narrow rivulet ; but it was fo much overgrown with bufhes, that its 
fource under a large rock could not be perceived. In all the flat dales of the mountain, 
both the large and fmall ones, there was mould, water, and mofs, which formed a 
kind of bog. ‘Towards the fouth-eaft it gradually fubfides into valleys, juit in the front 
of Hout Baay. 

-€ Through the vale called Babian’s Kloof (Baboon’s valley), which, proceeding from 

Table Mountain, parts the ridge of mountains that runs from Conftantia to the tartheit 

point in the fouth, we went to Hout Baay, where there was a farm; to the right we 
had the little Lion’s Head, a peaked mountain, -refembling the great Lion’s Head near 
the Cape, and the Karfunkel (or Carbuncle) Mountain, which is oblong, and covered 

at the foot with a fine*white quickfand reaching as far as to the fea-fhore. This latter 

«mountain forms a promontory, the uttermoft point of which, rifing into a ¢onical protu- 
berafice that hangs"over the fea, is called the Hang-lip. This is feparated, as well as 
the Lion’s Head, from Table Mountain. ‘Table Mountam has a confiderable rivulet 
at its top, a branch of which empties itfelf into Hout Baay (or Wood Bay). The fea 
: “at low water formed, in Hout Baay, rivers, the banks of which were fteep from the 
x fand 
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fand that had fallen down. At the mouth a river was formed ina crofs direGtion, the 
banks of which were likewife extremely fteep from the fallen fand. ‘The whole bay 
was full of round fand-ftones, like the fhores of the lake Vetter. To the left was feen 
Steenberg, or Stone Mountain ; at the foot of which, on the other fide, are {ituated 
Great and Little Conftantia, and which runs out into the fea in a promontory called 
Steenbergenhoek, where there is a farm belonging to the company, and known by the 
name of Muyfenberg, or Moufe Mountain. 

From Hout Baay we went over the mountains to North Hoek, where three farms 
are laid out near a large pool of water. The proje€ting point itfelf of the mountain 
over which we had pafled, is called North Hook, and the oppofite projection the Slange 
Kop (or Serpent’s Head). The downs here confifted all of quickfand, raifed into hills 
of various heights ; thofe that had been lately formed being {till bare, and thofe that 
were of a more ancient date, overgrown with bufhes, efpecially the wax-fhrub (myrica 
coralifolia), which frequently grew on them low and creeping. A falt-pan that lay to 
the fouth-eaft, had banks of two or three yards in height; it was now partly filled with 
water, the furface of which was covered with flamingoes (phenicopterus ruber). Its 
bottom was fandy, or a mixture of fand and clay. In winter-time itis filled with water 
for the {pace of feveral months, It has its water from rain, and not from the fea, from 
which it is at a confiderable diftance ; confequently its water is not encreafed or dimi- 
nifhed by the tide. Duyn-hout, or Zwart-hout, was the name given to a fhrub that has 
flefhy leaves, and was without bloffoms, foliis compofitis, foliolis cuneiformibus carnofis. 
Tt appeared to be an umbelliferous plant. Here we met with the celebrated farmer 
Jan Bruyns, one of the beft markfmen in the country, and who had made the unfortu- 
nate expedition with Heupnaer to the Rio de la Goa, through the country of the Caf- 
fres, when feven of the company were maflacred by the Caffres, and himfelf with only 
five others efcaped. 

The Slange Bofch (/eriphium) which grew here, was faid, when made into a decoc- 
tion, to expel worms. 

After purfuing our journey farther over the mountains to Wildfchut’s brand, where 
we found only one Hottentot hut, fituated in a fine grafs plot on the mountain; we 
went a little way back again over the fame mountains, and arrived at Falfe Bay. 

The barren mountajps, which run from Falfe Bay out into the fea, are called by the 
colonifts, as well as by the failors, Norweegen or Norway. 

Bay Falfo, Falfe or Simon’s Bay, is a name given to the harbour on this fide, where 
the fhips only touch in winter, and where they are fheltered from the north-weft 
ftorms, fo dangerous in this feafon to the fhips that lie in Table Bay. This harbour is 
larger than that of the Cape. The fhore is not broad, and in feveral places, by 
reafon of the mountains jetting out into the fea, there is none at all. The houfes 
ftand on the tops of the hills, and are fometimes very unfit for the accommodatiors of 
ftrangers. A large round rock in the harbour went by the name of the Ark, 
another was called the Romance Rock; and an ifland,-fituated farther out to the eaft- 
ward, Malagas Hland. Befides a houfe belonging to the company, in which lives a 
refident, there are here an hofpital, a warehoufe, a flaughterhoufe, and a few farm- 
houfes belonging te individuals. The company’s garden lay atfome diftance. 

From Falle Bay we went over flat and low fands, pafled Muyfenberg and the com, 
pany’s fithing place, back to the Cape. In different parts of*tlt fandy plains there 
were {mall lakes, as they might be called, of falt water, which had not yet been dried 
up by the fummer’s heat. Thefe plains, abounding as they did in water, fill 
harboured in different parts fome Flamingoes, which, with their white and blood-red 
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feathers, adorned thefe fpots, and devoured the infects and worms in the water. We 
fhot one of them, and broke the wing bone, which prevented the bird from flying ; 
but we had {till the greateft difficulty to catch it, as with its long legs it waded through 
the water, which was a foot deep, much fafter than we were able to follow it. 

On the 1ft of June, being Whit-Monday, there arofe a very high north-weft wind, 
with violent hurricanes and fhowers of rain ; at night, in this ftorm, the JongeThomas, 
one of the four fhips belonging to the company, -that were ftill in the road, having 
loft all its anchors, one after the other, was driven on the fands near the fhore, at 
Zout Rivier, and, in confequence of its heavy lading, fplit into two pieces in the 
middle. The furge rofe to an amazing height on the fhores towards this fide, and 
Zout Rivier was fo fwollen, that it was almoft impaflable. It is true, from the middle 
of May to the middle of Auguft, the Company’s fhips are prohibited from lying in the ° 
road ; yet it fometimes happens, that the governor permits it in order to avoid the 
inconveniences of vi€tualling and lading the fhips in Falfe Bay. Independently of the 
lofs fuftained by the company, as well in fhips as merchandize, there perifhed alfo 
unfortunately on this occafion, a number of the crew, who, for the want of afliflance, 
were loft, and met with a deplorable death, very near the land. Only fixty-three 
men efcaped, one hundred and forty-nine being unhappily drowned. 

The thip had fearcely ftruck, which happened juft at day-break, when the moft 
efficacious expedients were ufed to fave as much as poffible of the Company’s property 
that might chance to be thrown on fhore, though I could not perceive that the 
leaft care was taken to deliver a fingle foul of the crew from their forlorn and miferable 

‘ fituation. Thirty men were inftantly ordered out, with a ftripling of a lieutenant, from 
the citadel, to the place where the thip lay, in order to keep a ftri€t look-out, and pre. 
vent any of the company’s effeéts from being ftolen; and a gibbet was erected, and 
at the fame time an edi¢t iflued, importing that whoever fhould come near that fpot, 
fhould be hanged up immediately, without trial or fentence of judgment being paffed 
upon him. This was the caufe that the compaffionate inhabitants, who had gone out 
on horfeback to afford the wretched fufferers fome affiftance, were obliged to turn 
back without being able to do them the leaft fervice; but, on the contrary, were, 
together with me, ocular witneffes of the brutality and want of feeling fhewn by 
certain perfons on this occafion, who did not beftow a thought og affording their fellow- 
creatures, that fat on the wreck perifhing with cold, hunger, and thirft, and were 
almoft in the arms of death, the leaft affiftance or relief. 

Another circumftance contributed to render this otherwife diftrefling fcene {till more 
affli€ting. Among the few, who were lucky enough to be able to fave their lives by 
fwimming from the wreck, was the gunner, a man with whom I was acquainted, and 
met with feveral times afterwards in the town: he had ftript himfelf quite naked, in 
order that he might fwim the eafier, and had the good luck to come alive to fhare, 
which was not the cafe with every one that could fwim; for many were either dafhed 
to pieces againft the rocks, or elfe by the violence of the furf carried back again to fea. 
When he arrived on fhore, he found his cheft landed before him ; but juft as he was 
going to open it, and take out his great coat, the lieutenant, who commanded the 
party, drove him away from it ; and though he earneftly begged for leave to take out 
the clothes neceflary for covering his naked and fhivering body, and could alfo prove 
by the key, fafteneds according to the failor’s cuftom, to his girdle, as well as by his 
name cut out on the lid of the cheft, that it was actually his property, he was, never- 
thelefs, forced to retreat without effeGing his purpofe, by this unmerciful hero, who 
gave him feveral {mart blows with a cane on his bare back. After he had paffed the 
whole 
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whole day naked and hungry, and expofed to the cold winds, and was going to be 
taken in the evening to town along with the others who had been faved from the wreck, 
he again atked leave to take a coat out of his cheft to cover himfelf with ; but this 
having been previoufly plundered, he found empty. On entering the town, where he 
arrived ftark naked, he met with a burgher, who took compaflion on him, and lent 
him his great coat. Afterwards he, as well as the other unfortunate wretches, was 
forced to run about the town for feveral days together, begging for victuals, clothes, 
and money, till at length they were fupported “at the company’s expeiice, and taken 
back again into its fervice. . 

Another aétion that does great honour to humanity, deferves the more to be recorded 
here, as it fhews that at all times, and in all places, there are both good and confiderate 
people, as well as fuch as have nothing human but the fhape. An old man, ef the 
name of Woltemad, by birth an European, who was at this time the keeper of the 
beafts in the menagerie near the garden, had a fon in the citadel, who was a corporal, 
and among the firft who had been ordered out to Paarden Ifland (Horfe Iffand), where 
a guard was to be fet for the prefervation of the wrecked goods. This worthy veteran 
borrowed a horfe, and rode out in the morning with a bottle of wine and a loaf 
of bread for his fon’s breakfaft. This happened fo early, that the gibbet had not 
yet been ereéted, nor the edi&t pofted up, to point out to the traveller the neareft road 
to eternity, This hoary fire had no fooner delivered to his fon the refrefhments 
he had brought him, and heard the lamentations of the diftrefled crew from the wreck, 
than he refolved to ride his horfe, which was a good {wimmer, to the wreck, with a 
view of faving fome of them. He repeated this dangerous trip fix times more, bring. 
ing each time two men alive on fhore, and thus faved in all fourteen perfons. The 
horfe was by this time fo much fatigued, that he did not think it prudent to venture out 
again ; but the cries and intreaties of the poor wretches on the wreck increafing, he 
ventured to take one trip more, which proved fo unfortunate, that he loft his own 
life, as on this occafion too many from the wreck rufhed upon him at once, fome of 
» them catching hold of the horfe’s tail, and others of the bridle, by which means the 
horfe, both wearied out, and now too heavy laden, turned head over heels, and all 
were drowned together. ‘This noble and heroic ation of a fuperannuated old man, 
fufficiently fhews that a great many lives might probably have been faved, if a ftrong 
rope had been faftened by one end to the wreck, and by the other to the fhore. Along 
this rope either a bafket or-a large copper veffel might have been hawled to and from 
the thip, with a man in it each time. When the ftorm and waves had fubfided, the 
fhip was found to lie at fo fmall a diftance from the land, that one might have almoft 
leaped from it on fhore. 

The vigorous meafures taken to preferve the Company’s effects and merchandize, 
were not, however, fo efficacious, as to prevent certain perfons in office from enrich? 
ing themfelves confiderably on this occafion. -For when whole horfe-loads of iron 
from the wrecks could be fold to the fmiths in town, it is eafy to conceive that their 
confciences would not ftand greatly in their way, if they could lay their hands upon 
portable and valuable commodities. The foldiers alfo were fo careful when on guard, 
that nothing fhould be pillaged from the wreck, that they themfelves every night, 
when relieved, marched into town with their mufket-barrels {tuffed full of folid gold . 
lace, which, though fomewhat damaged by the falt water, anfwerfd very well when 
thrown into the melting-pot. 

Though the hardeft hearts frequently are foftened by the uncommonly fevere mif. 
fortunes and diftreffes of their fellow-creatures, and though great and noble sd 
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have at all times been able to excite the gratitude and benevolence of «he fellow- 
citizens of the perpetrator ; yet (I am forry to fay it) I have it not in my power to con: 
clude this melancholy picture with fome delightful trait of generous compaflion on 
the part of the governor towards the poor fufferers, and efpecially towards the drowned 
hero, or of fome noble remuneration of his fon. For when, fhortly after, this young 
man folicited for the employment of his deceafed father, which was a poft of fuch 
{mall importance, that it could neither be confidered as a recompenfe, nor could it be 
envied him by any one, it was refufed him, and given to another. 

This unfeeling bon vivant of a governor, rich in money, but poor in fpirit, per- 
mitted him, neverthelefs, afterwards to do what others confider as a punifhment, viz. 
to go to Batavia, where he hoped to find kind patrons and a wider field: for making 
his fertune in. And here he would doubtlefs have attained his defires, had he lived 
longer ; but in the very unwholefome climate whither he was now gone to fee his 
only brother, a merchant, he died, before an order arrived from the direGtors of the 
Company in Holland (which did as much credit to them, as it ought to have accumu- 
lated fhame upon the officers of the Cape), viz. that the fons of Woltemad for the 
fake of their father, fhould be rewarded and promoted in every way that could poffibly 
be done. On this and fimilar occafions, I have obferved, how much an enlightened 
mind and a generous heart are to be prized among the gifts of fortune, above riches 
and honours; and how infinitely thefe latter are exalted by the former, if they are 
united with them, in which cafe they command every one’s efteem. 

I now alfo perceive the eafon why the Europeans, both failors and foldiers, are in 
many refpects treated worfe and with lefs compaflion, than the very flaves themfelves. 
With refpeét to the latter, the owner not only takes care that they are clothed and 
fed, but likewife, when they are fick, that they are well nurfed and have proper 
medical attendance. The former go as they can, viz. naked, or drefled in tattered 
clothes, which, perhaps, after all, do not fit them; and when one of them dies, it is a 
common faying, that the Company gets another for nine guilders. 

The violent hurricanes from the north-weft have more than once occafioned fhip- 
wreck in thefe roads. In 1692, three veflels, one Englifh and two Dutch, were driven 
on fhore and loft. From the fame caufe, thirty years ago, in the month of May, feven 
of the Company’s thips were faid to have been wrecked and loft. 

On the 31ft of July a flave was executed, who had murdered his mafter. The 
delinquent being laid on a crofs and tied faft to it, firft his arms and legs were burned 
in eight different parts with jagged tongs, made red hot ; afterwards his arms and legs 
were broken on the wheel, and laftly, his head was cut off and fixed on a pole. The 
judge that tries and condemns the criminal, is always prefent, and walks in proceffion 
to the place of execution, in order to give folemnity to the ceremony. The foldiers 
form a circle. The place of execution is between the town and the citadel, on a fmall 
eminence. 

On the 8th of Auguft, a flave was hanged for fome great crime. 

After malefactors have fuffered at the place of execution, within the town, they are 
always brought out in the evening to the gallows without the town, where they are 
either hanged, and that generally in irons, in which manner the fkeleton may be pre- 
ferved for a long time, or elfe drawn and quartered. There are two gallows out of the 
town, one at the‘entrance to the harbour, under the Leeuwe Staart (Lion’s Tail), on 
which Europeans are hanged, and the other beyond the citadel, near Zout Rivier, on 
which faves and Hottentots are executed. 


Zout 
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Zout Rivier (or Salt River) is a river of confiderable fize, which derives its fource 
from Table Mountain, and difembogues itfelf into the harbour. The water here is 
falt, from the admixture of fea water, and rifes and falls with the tide. - 

The oak (guercus robur) and apricot ‘prunus Armeniaca) bloffomed in Augult, the 
former, juft after it had thrown out its leaves, and the latter, before it had any leaves. 
The alder alfo (4etula alnus}, as well as the almond and peach-tree, were now in 
bloffom. C 

Tn the winter-months, when much rain fell, the water was in fome places feen ruth- 
ing like a torrent through the clefts of the mountains, down the higheft, fteep, and 
bare rocks. 

Though the colony is inhabited to a great extent, and the Hottentots are almoft eX- 
tirpated, yet it fometimes happens that flaves run away and hide themfelves, an@ that 
chiefly in the mountains. But it is very uncommon for a foldier or failor to run into 
the country, as he would eafily be difcovered there. When an unconverted flave 
runs away and is taken, he is beaten by his mafter or the officers of the police ; but 
ifa Chriftian deferts from the Company’s fervice, he is hanged. The money laid out 
in the purchafe of the former, faves him from death, but the eftablithed laws do not 
{pare the latter. * 

For the ufe of the foldiers in the citadel, cooks are taken into it, who drefs victuals, 
and fell them out in portions to the foldiers. Every foldier receives from the Company 
three pounds of bread twice a week. * 

Every foldier pays out of his wages two ftivers per month to the courier for boots, 
and is befides obliged to keep guard for him. : 

Thofe wretches that are guilty of beftiality, are not put to their trial, or imprifoned, 
but are immediately drowned, as being unworthy to appear before the judge, or to be 
vifited by a clergyman. In this manner a flave was now executed. 

The fifcal is independent in his office, not being” fubordinate to the governor, and 
accountable only to the directors in Holland. When difputes and contentions arife 
between burghers or others, he fines them. The fine here is not proportioned to the 
crime of the offenders, but, for the moft part, fuited to their circumftances. The 
filcal therefore, to whom thefe fines furnifh a confiderable revenue, treats turbulent 
and offending perfons as a phyfician does a plethoric patient, of whom he always draws 
blood in proportion as the ftrength of his habit will permit. ; 

Conitantia, confifting of two farms, called Great and Little Conftantia, which are 
fituated below the eaft fide of Table Mountain, is celebrated for its highly delicious 
wine, known by the name of Conftantia or Cape wine, which is fold in Europe at fo 
high a price. This wine is extremely fweet, agreeable and lufcious, and only fit for the 
deffert, as, on account of its fweetnefs, if drank in abundance, it lies heavy on the 
flomach. Of the red wine, about fixty pipes are made, anti of the white about ninety ; 
yet the vintage here, as in other places, is different in different years. Thefe two farms 
were for a long time the only fpots which, by reafon of their fituation, could produce 
this delicate wine; but lately fome other farms in this diftri@, and in a few other places, 
have been able to bring their wines to the fame degree of excellegce. But as the Com- 
pany has referved to itfelf the exclufive fale of the Conftantia wine, which confequently 
is confidered as contraband, and is not to be bought or tranfported, to Holland under ’ 
that name by individuals, they have hit upon the expedient of giving their wine, which 
in point of goodnefs does not yield to Conftantia, the name of Mag wine (or Stomach ), 


which in general is fold to the naval offices of foreign nations cheaper than the Conftan- 
tia wine itfelf, 
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It is remarkable, that the governor increafes his revenue by every pipe of wine pur- 
chafed on the account of the Company. The Company ufually pays forty rix-dollars for 
every pipe, and the feller gives a receipt for forty, but receives no more than twenty- 
feven. rix-dollars, three being deducted for the clergyman’s tythe. Ordinary wine is 
fometimes fold at the rate of ten rix-dellars a pipe, as was the cafe one year that I 
was at the Cape. As a pipe contains about one hundred and twelve gallons, the wine 
is confequently very cheap. In like manner other perfons in office make confiderable 
profit on every thing that paffes through their hands, which they are indeed oiten 
obliged to do, as their falaries cannot fupport them in a country where moft of the 
neceffaries of life are many times dearer than they are in Europe. Thus, while the 
governor makes ten rix-dollars of every pipe of wine that is fold, other officers find their 
advariiage in giving leave of abfence to people who receive pay from the Company with- 
out doing any fervice for it. Some make their fortunes by falfe weights, others by 
damaged goods. A fhipwreck fills the pockets of many. In confequence of the rapa- 
city of their captains and their mates, the failors feldom get their due. The foldiers 
mutt yield fomething to their officers. The fick muft ftarve for the fupport of many 
that are in health, and the defun& muft leave part of their effects to the firft.comer. 

The governor this year caufed a hot-houfe to be built in the Compamty’s garden for 
pine-apples. This fruit, fo delicate at Batavia, could not arrive here at the maturity 
and high flavour that it does in the Eaft Indies; in like manner the Pifang (mufa pa 
radifiaca, or bananas) would feldom bloffom in the few gardens where it was cultivated, 
and never yielded any fruit that was perfectly ripe and high flavoured. 

The American Aloe (agave Americana) imported from the botanic gardens of Eu- 
Tope, was now common on the hills near the town, and bloffomed finely every year, 
without attraéting fuch a great concourfe of fpeCtators as it does at Amfterdam. 

The Porcupine, or Yzer-varken Coyffris), whofe ufual food is the root of that beau- 
tiful plant, the calla tbiopica, will frequently deign to put up with cabbages and 
other vegetables, by which means he fometimes commits great depredations in the 

ardens. 
- By the Swedifh fhips that were newly arrived, and brought feveral of my friends, I 
not only had the pleafure of receiving letters, but alfo the joyful tidings of the happy 
change of government made laft year in my native country, by which a great and good 
king, without bloodfhed, and in a manner as noble as his conduét was wife, had been 
able to put an end to the difcord which for many years had divided his fubjects, to the 
great detriment of the kingdom. 

In my various excurfions to Table Mountain, I obferved in its crevices both. Daffes 
and Baboons. The former I perceived generally near the top of the mountain, juft at 
fun-rifing, when they ufed to come out to bafk in the fun. Whoever withes to fhoot 
them, mutt cautioufly approach them, and with a quick gun take his aim in fuch a 
manner, as to lay them dead on the fpot. If the gun was not quick, they would make 
off, as foon as ever the prime flafhed in the pan; and, if the animal was not inftantly 
killed, it would withdraw into a crevice, fo that it could not poflibly be got out. The 
fleth is fometimes eaten, and is tolerably well tafted. 

The baboons were pretty numerous, and indeed dangerous to travellers; for fitting 

“undifmayed on the tops of the rocks, where they were frequently out of the reach of 
fhot;' they would roll, and even throw down, ftones of ail forts and fizes. The ufe of 
the gun, however, was on thefe occafions indifpenfably neceflary, as by means of it they 
might at leaft be driven to fuch a diftance, that the ftones they threw could not do fo 
much mifchief. It is curious to obferve them in their flight. With their cubs on their 
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backs they will often make aftonifhing leaps up a perpendicular rock; and it is but 
feldom that they can be fhot; and even if any one of them is fhot, it is not eafily 
killed. 

In the town, tame baboons are fometimes kept, made faft toa pole. Their agility 
in climbing, leaping, and dodging any one that offers to ftrike them, is almoft incre- 
dible. Though one of thefe baboons was tied up, {till it was impoffible at the diftance 
of a few yards to hit him with a ftene. He would either catch the ftone, like a ball, in 
his hand, or elfe avoid it in the moft furprifing and nimble manner. 

‘The baboons of Table Mountain, befides paying frequent vifits to, and plundering 
the gardens of the Europeans, feed alfo upon the pulpous bulbs of feveral plants, which 
after digging up, they peel and eat. Heaps of thefe parings were frequently feen left 
after them, particularly near the ftones, where they refide. The gladiolus plicatus ap- 
pears to be the moft favorite plant with thofe that live near the Cape, for which reafon 
alfo this plant is known by the name of the Baboon. ‘The root of this plant is fome- 
times boiled and eaten by the colonifts. 

In the fandy plains near the Cape, the great white African mole (marmota Africana) 
is more particularly to be found, and that in abundance. It makes large holes in the 
ground, over which it lays little heaps of mould; thefe holes are very inconvenient to 
people in walking, who ftep down into them unawares, and are frequently in danger of 
falling. The fize of it is nearly equal to that of a cat; it is of a fierce nature, and, 
when caught, defends itfelf with its teeth. It feeds on feveral forts of bulbous roots 
that grow in thefe fandy plains in abundance, efpecially Gladiolufes, Ixias, Antholyzas, 
and Irifes, Pennant mentions it at p. 472. under the name of the African Rat. 

Thofe that are but in a fmall degree acquainted with botany need not be told, that 
by the opening and clofing of flowers, one may frequently know with certainty, as-from 
a watch, what hour of the day it is, as well as if the weather will be fine or rainy. 
Plants of this kind are common on the African hills. 

The morea undulata never opens before nine o’clock in the morning, and before fun. 

. fet, at four in the afternoon, it clofes again. " 

‘The ixia cinnamomea (Avondbloem, Canelbloem) opens every evening at four, and 
exhales its agreeable odours through the whole night, 

The approach of rain is announced by the flowers of various bulbous plants, fuch as 
the Ixias, Morzeas, Irifes, and Galaxias, the tender flowers of which do not open in the 
morning if rain is to be expected foon; and if a fhower is to fall in the afternoon, they 
clofe fome time before. 

Several of thefe likewife diffufe an agreeable fraggance, particularly at evening or 
night, fomewhat like the odour of pinks, but fainter; fuch are the gladiolus triftis and 
recurvus, the ixia pilofa, falcata, and cinnamomea. 7 

The Earth-rofe (Aard-roos) was the name by which the inhabitants, both of thet 
town and country, diftinguifhed the Ayobanche fanguinea, a plant with a low deep-red. 
flower, which is fcarcely of a finger’s length, and has neither branches nor leaves, It 
grows in winter and {pring in the low ee plains, both near the town and elfewhere 
towards the fea-fhore, pufhing only its clufter of blood-red flowers above the ground. 
The anthalyza ringens, with its gaping flower, and the Sours gladiolus plicatus, 
which decorate thefe fandy plains in abundance, have their pulpous bulbs deep down in 
the fand, and do not raife their flowers much higher than the Hyobanche above the 
furface of the ground. 

During the winter-months, three beautiful fpecies of gardenia were blowing in the 
Company’s garden. The gardenia florida was probably brought hither rom. the 
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Indies; at leaft, in my travels in this fouthermoft angle of Africa, I never -perceived it 
growing wild any where, but always planted in the gardens, and that even among the 
colonifts far up the country. Here it always produced double flowers, and, confe- 
quently, no fruit, which the Chinefe ufe for dyeing yellow. T he gardenia Rothmannia, 
which ‘has lefs confpicuous flowers than the former, and of which both the flowers and 
fruit, on being dried, always turn black. The gardenia Thunbergia, with refpe& to 
its bloffom, is one of the fineft trees in the world. This little tree had been brought 
a few years before from the forefts of the country, where it is fcarce, and grows very 
flowly, the wood being at the fame time fo hard, that on this account it is ufed for 
clubs, This tree, after it has once begun to bloffom, continues to blow for feveral 
months, producing freth bloffoms every day, as faft as the old ones by degrees fade 
andedroop, and at length fall off. ‘The bloffom is almoft fix inches long, white and 
thick, like the moft beautiful wath-leather, of an agreeable odour, and does not lofe 
its white colour. 

If the cold in this country were fevere, and it were abfolutély neceffary for the in- 
habitants to keep fires in their ordinary apartments, it would be a wretched country 
indeed, on account of the great want of fuel it labours under. The wood that is ufed 
for drefling their victuals in the kitchen is nothing but brufhwood, being got with no 
lefs pains than expence from the fimaller trees and buthes. On making fome inquiry 
concerning this matter, I found that the following were the moft commonly employed 
for this purpofe ; viz. the ftems and roots of the protea grandiflora, conocarpa, [peciofay 
hirta, mellifera, and argentea, a few fpecies of erica, and fome forts of brunia. 

In a country like this, where it is for the moft part impoflible to have recourfe to an 
apothecary, and the medicines fent from Europe extremely dear, the inhabitants had 
prudently thought of trying the indigenous plants of Africa; and, among thefe, they 
had difcovered various ufeful remedies in different difeafes. As a botanilt and phyfi- 
cian, I was eager to be acquainted with them, and never loft an opportunity of adding 
to the flender ttock of my knowledge, which often proved ferviceable, both to myfelf 
and the benevolent and obliging colonifts. For when any of thefe could impart to me, . 
in their plain and artlefs way, a flight notion only of fome ufeful plant, I was able at- 
terwards to give them a more accurate idea of its true ufe in curing difeafes. 

Many gerania, with their red and pulpous roots, grew in the fandy plains near the 
town; and as thefe roots are of an altringent nature, the country-people ufed thera in 
the diarrhoea and dyfentery. ‘ 

The root of the bryonia Africana was employed both as an emetic and a purge. 

The roots of the afclepias undulata (Bitter-wortel) and crifpa, as well as the whole 
of the herb eriscephalus, were uled for the purpofe of expelling urine in the dropfy. 

For the fame purpofe alfo they frequently made ufe of the root of the Lamanthus 

* coccineus, iftead of fquills, or the /eilla maritima. This plant is very common on the 
hills below the mountains, and hence has obtained the name of the Mountain-fquill. 
Its root is large, white, mucilaginous, fibrous, and fomewhat acrid. After being cut 
into flices, it is fteeped in vinegar, and from this is made a kind of weak oxymel /cilli- 
ticum, which is ufed in dropfies and afthmas. 

The polygonum bat-batum, which grows in ditches, and is of an acrid nature, is, like 
its kindred {pecics, ufed for dropfical and {welled legs. 

«A decoétion tof the leaves of the crotolaria perfoliata was efteemed a powerful 
diuretic, and, in confequence of this property, to cure dropfies. 

‘The piper capenfe was in fome places uled as a ftomachic, inftead of common pepper ; 
and the fagara capenfis (Wilde Cardamom) was of great fervice to many people in the 
flatulent cholic, and the palfy. : 

Sc Tho 


THUNBERG’S ACCOUNT OF THE CAPE OF GOOD HOPE. 67 


The juice of the mefembryanthemum edule was ufed both as an internal and external 
remedy : internally for the dyfentery and the thruth (aphtha) in children, and exter- 
nally for burns. 

-They were very loud here in the praifes of the ofmites camphorina, to which they 
were pleafed to give the name of Jeliis (or daify). This plant has certainly great merit 
on account of its camphorated principle, and its {trong poignant {mell and taite, both 
of which evince it to be of a highly refolving nature. The plant itfelf is fometimes ufed 
externally, applied in bags to inflammations, and on the ftomach in cholics. But the 
fpirit diftilled from it, called /piritus bellidis, was highly efteemed in coughs and hoarfe- 
nefs. In thefe cafes, however, it appeared to me to be too heating ; but I ufed it more 
than once with advantage in the palfy and apoplexy. The genuine {pecies, or the 
ofmites camphorina, which is the very beft, I found growing on the top of Table 
Mountain only ; and as it was obtainable only by a few, the ofmites ofrerifccides, which 
has a fainter {mell and weaker virtues, was ufed in its ftead. “As an aftringent in the 
diarrhaca, the rough and auftere bark of the protea grandiflora was frequently ufed. 
In the environs of the town grew likewife various plants, which the inhabitants had 
learned to convert to their own benefit when afflicted with diforders 3.a8, OP 

The adonis capenfis and atragene veficatoria (Brandblad) ufed inftead of Cantharides : 
thefe plants grew on the fides of the mountains and hills ; and were exhibited in the 
{ciatica and rheumatifm. 

The adianthun Athiopicum (Vrouwehaar), a fpecies of maidenhair, grew chiefly on 
the fides of the Devil’s Mountain, and was drank at tea, in colds and other affections 
of the breaft. 

The protea mellifera (Tulp-boom and Zuyker-boom) contains in its calyx a {weet 
juice, which, when infpiffated, was ufed in diforders of the breaft. 

The falicornia fruticofa (Zee-koral, or fea-coral) grew on the fea-fhore, and, not- 
withftanding its brackith tafte, was eaten by the foldiers and fome few others asa fallad, 
dreffed with oil and vinegar. 

Befides the Company’s difpenfary which was at the hofpital, another was founded 
this year in the town, by which means the country-people may now have a better op- 
portunity of procuring medicines than they had before, when they are obliged to pur- 
chafe them of the furgeons-at a very high price. 

From the exalis cernua ‘Wilde Syring), which grew to the greateft fize and in the 
greateft abundance of all the fpecies appertaining to this Senus, was prepared a good 
and ferviceable /a/ acetofelle (or falt of wood-forrel), 

Hard Looper (or Faft Runner) was a name given, on account of the fwiftnels with 
which it ran, to the carabus 10-guttatus ; an infe& that frequented feveral places, and 
often the highways themfelves. ‘Uhis animal has the fame property as our Swedith gun- 
ner (carabus crepitans), viz. that when it is purfued or caught, it blows out with vioes 
lence from behind a liquid, which has the appearance of a thin fine fmoke, diffufing 
itfelf all around, and if it gets into the eyes, making them fmart jutt as if brandy were 
fquirted into them. By thefe means it blinds its purfuers, and gets an opportunity of 
eicaping while the pain lafts, which is about a minute or two. 

Fifcal and Canary-byter were the appellations given to a black avd white bird (lanius 
celleris), which was common in the town, and was to be found in every garden there. 
As it was a bird of prey, though very fmall, it fought its food among the infects, fych 
as beetles and grafshoppers, which it not only caught with great dexterity, but likewife, 
when it could not confume them all, it would ftick them up on the pales of farm-yards 
sill it had occafion for them, fo that one would have fuppofed them to have been impaled 
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‘in this manner by human beings. It alfo caught {parrows and canary-birds, but did not 
devour any more of them than the brains. 

A beautiful green thruth (turdus ceilonicus) frequented the gardens of the town, and 
delighted the ears of the attentive burgher with his {weet fong. + 

The winter rains having moiftened the dry hills in the environs of the Cape, various 
beautiful and elegant flowers of bulbous plants began to fpring in the month of Auguft. 
The plants that were more particularly common were the ixia bulbocodium, which varied 
much in the fize and colour of its flowers; the mor@a collina and /pathacea, the depend- 
ent leaves of which twined round the feet of the perambulator, and frequently threw 
him down: and the mor@a undalata, the flower of which has the appearance of a large 
fpider, and attracts the flies called blue bottles by its fetid fmell. The elegant family 
of the irifes, however, efpecially the papilionacea, excelled all others in the fuperb 
grandeur of their flowers, which was greater than can be expreffed. 

*Caffre Corn (holcus Caffrorum) was cultivated by fome few people in their gardens as a 
rarity, and grew to the height of a man, bearing large clufters of flowers; confequently 
it isa very profitable kind of corn, but requires a great deal of heat. 

The mirabilis dichotoma (Vieruurs Bloem, or Four-o’clock Flower) was planted in a 
few gardens, both for the beauty of its flowers, and its fingular quality of clofing them 
every evening at four o’clock. 

Among the various forts of fifh that appeared on the tables at the Cape, were the 
chimera callorynchus (Dodfkop or Jofeph), the flefh of which is white and well-tafted ; 
and the raja miraletus (or Rock). The raja torpedo too, (called here Trill Vifch,) was 
fometimes caught in the harbour, but not brought to table. 

Pelicans with their large claws, called here ony ere (pelecanus onocrotalus), which 
are not fcarce on the coa{t, were alfo kept in a tame {tate, -and lived on fifh, and food of 
afimilar nature, by the water-fide. 

Of the ye/tio dichotomus (Beefem Riet) brooms were made to {weep the floors with, 

The fingular name of King of Candia was ae by the inhabitants to the Lemanthus 
coccineus and puniceus, one of the largeft and moft beautiful flowers that made their appear. - 
anee towards winter on the hills of the Cape, exhibiting in ftately pomp its blood-red 
clufters of flowers that grew clofe to the ground, and bare of leaves, which, previoufly 
to the blowing of the plant, had withered and difappeared. © After the flowers come the 
fruit ; and this is fucceeded by the leaves alone, which are but two in number, and lie 
down flat on the ground, like thofe of the amaryllis ciliaris: which latter plant, with 
its leaves fringed with black hairs, grew all over hhis diftriét, though it was never once 
feen to bloffom, 

Befides the chameleon, which changes its colour, there were two lizards, very com- 
mon on the hills near the town ; the /acerta feellio and orbicularis, fitting every where on 
‘the ftones, and bafking in the fun. Both of them made a hideous appearance with their 
protuberant points, and when any body approached them, ran quickly down under the 
itones to hide themfelves. 

The Hottentots generally elect a chief, whom they call captain; and as they pretend 
to be in alliance with the Dutch Eaft India Company, the captain whom they have elect- 
ed, is to be confirmed by the governor at the Cape. One of thefe captains was now 
come to town, attended by a few Hottentots, to be confirmed in his new dignity, and, 
agreably to anciera cuftom, receive fome prefents. Asa token of his authority, he is 
prefented with a large brafs head, on which are engraved the Company’s arms. The 
captain heads the troops when they take the field, either againft their enemies, or for the 
purpofe of hunting wild beafts, on which occafion he alfo throws the firft fpear. In 
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other refpects, very little more regard is fhewn to him than to the ¥eft; and the chief 
difference between them feems to be, that he commonly wears either a calf’s or a tiger’s 
dkin, while the reft are clad in fheep-fkins. 

In winter, when the north-weft wind blows ftormy into Table Bay, whales are fome- 
times driven in. One of thefe fith had lately been caft on fhore dead. It was above two 
fathoms long. From its back, which lay above the water, they cut out large pieces, in 
order to extract train-oil from the blubber. ; 

In like manner, during this feafon, there arrived at the numerous iflands that lie round 
about the Cape a great number of feals, which in this part of the world are commonly 
called fea-dogs, becaufe, while they are bounding up and down in the water, they bear 
fome refemblance to a dog. here they breed at this time, and bring up their young 
ones, and are caught in abundance for the Company, for the purpofe of making train- 
oil. Itis fingular that the fea-dog, which is in fact a marine animal, cannot fwim by 
nature, as foon as it comes into the world. It is the fame cafe with this as with! fome 
kinds of birds, which cannot fly till they are taught by the mother. ‘Thus it is that the 
fea-dog learns of its mother to fwim. When the young feal is arrived at a certain age, 
his mother catches him by the neck and throws him into the water, where he nlafles 
about, till at length he begins to fink: the mother then catches him up again, and thus 
makes him try feveral times, till at laft he can {wim and go out to fea. 

The farming out of wine and vi€tuals produces to the Company a conifiderable revenue. 
The former was now, according to annual cuftom, fold by auction on the laft day of 
Auguft; and he who bids higheft becomes the farmer-general of the wine-contract, 
having the exclufive right of felling wine, not only to ftrangers and to the officers of the 
Dutch fhips, but alfo to the inns and taverns. The owners of vineyards, it is true, may 
difpofe of their wine to the burghers at the Cape for their own confumption; but neither 
they nor any one elfe are fuffered, under a heavy penalty, to fell a fingle drop of it to 
any other perfon. By this means the wine comes very high to foreign natjgns, and at a 
tavern a bottle cofts feveral times as much as it does to private people at their own houfes. 
The farmer of the wines has alone the power of retailing out wine himfelf, or of permit- 
ting others who keep inns, for a certain confideration, to do the fame. The revenue 
from the wine-contraét amounts yearly to between thirty and forty thoufand guilders, 

The victualling contraét is conduéted in a different manner. He that bids the loweft 
at the auction is appointed the farmer-general of this monopoly ; viz. he that offers to 
furnith the Company with freth meat be its fhips and its other exigencies at the loweft 
price. From this contraét, it is frue, the Company receives no pecuniary advantage ; 
but then it gets all its meat at a much lower price, than it otherwife could poffibly be 
obtained. Itis in confequence of this contrat alfo, that the burghers as well as ftrangers, * 
are obliged to pay an extravagant price for butchers-meat. ‘Thus whilf the Company 
get butchers-meat for two droits per pound, the burghers muft pay at the rate of four 
or more, and ftrangers two ftivers; and while a bullock, fit for flaughter, is com- 
monly fold for five Dutch rix-dollars, ftrangers mutt pay at the rate of ten or more. 
This contract is farmed out for one, two, three, five, or feven years ; and certain fpots near 
Cer Kloof are ceded to the contra@tor for pailure grounds without any feparate 
charge. > 

On this_account, as well as on that of the language, which ftrangers do not always 
underftand, eyery nation whofe thips anchor here, is obliged to Rave a commiffary or 
broker, who manages their concerns, and alfo contributes, as far as in him lies, to 
raife the price of every article to them. : 


Wheat, 
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Wheat, when it*is wanted by foreign nations for exportation, is only to be had of 
the Company. The French fhips frequently exported it in the courfe of this and the 
laft year to the Ifle of France. 

Many people, and particularly the failors, inftead of butter, ufed to purchiife the 
fat that had been melted down from the large tails of the African fheep. One of 
thefe tails, weighing twenty pounds, confifts of nothing but fat, which is the higheft 
luxury of the Hottentots. This fat is laid down in tubs with fome falt and pepper, 
and ufed at fea with bread in lieu of butter. 

Oftriches eggs were moftly purchafed by the naval officers. They are in general 
the perquifites of flaves, who, in tending their cattle, frequently find places in the 
fands where the oftriches have laid their eggs. During the time of incubation, a 
dozen, and fometimes even a fcore of thefe eggs (though for the moft part fewer), are 
to be found in one place. The flaves always ufe the precaution not to take away the 
eggs ‘with their hands (in which cafe the birds, who perceive it by the fcent, are apt 
to quit the neft); but by means of a long ftick they rake them out of the neft as faft 
as the birds lay them. ‘Thefe eggs fold in general for a fkelling a piece, or about fix- 
pence Englifh. They are fitteft, and moft ufed for cakes and e@ufs: perdus; and they 
are particularly good, when eaten with a large quantity of butter. One fingle egg is 
fufficient for feveral people. And whereas hens eggs will feldom keep for any length of 
time on board of fhip, and require great pains to be taken with them in order to turn 
them every day, oftriches eggs are eafily preferved at fea, on account of their fize, 
and of their thick and ftrong fhell. 

The Camphor-tree (/aurus camphora) brought from the Eaft Indies, and planted 
here, throve very well, though no great pains were taken to increafe the number of 
them, or collect any camphor from them. 

In like manner Turmeric (curcuma longa) was cultivated on a {mall bed in the Com- 
pany’s gardeg; the root was fcarcely ever ufed here, though it is fo much in requeft 
in Europe for the purpofe of dyeing, and in the Eaft Indies enters into almoft all their 
difhes. 

During the whole time that I ftaid at the Cape (almoft a year and a half), I never 
obferved that any public fair was kept here. In fact, fairs are not ufual in this country. 
In their ftead, public auctions are the’ more frequently made for all forts of foreign 
merchandize, efpecially fuch as is brought here from the various factories belonging to 
the Company in the different parts of the Eaft Indies, 

The burghers in the town generally make an agreement with fome of the furgeons 
in the hofpital to attend them and their families, and furnifh them with medicines, 
This is the more neceffary, as they have always a number of flaves, and fometimes 
dangerous epidemic diftempers prevail among them. ‘This circumftance is the caufe 
that the phyficians and furgeons, who come as ftrangers to this place, and ftay fome 
time at it, are fearcely ever called in, unlefs they can work miracles. My medical 
practice in the town confequently was not very extenfive; neither, indeed, did I ftrive 
to enlarge it, for fear of being impeded in my botanical purfuits. On the other hand, 
I had the greater opportunities of affifting the country-people in my medical capacity, 
who were both in greatgr want of my aid, and more grateful to me for it, Almoft 
always, and every where, I obferved that my medicines acted with the greateft efficacy 
as we]] as certainty upon the flaves, whofe conftitutions were not fo much impaired 
by improper diet, and were, befides, lefs accuftomed to the ufe of remedies, 

Though flaves are not ufually inftruéted in the doétrines of Chriftianity, nor their 
children baptized, the Dutch Eaft India Company takes care that the children born in 
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the lodges of their own female flaves are baptized, and in fome meafure inftruéted in 
the Chriftian religion. The reafon for this, perhaps, may be, that moft of thefe 
children have European fathers, to whom they frequently bear the moft ftriking re. 


fembldheg. 

The pene thus iflued from Europeans, I had frequent opportunities of feeing 
married to black women. ‘Their progeny, however, were not always like each other. 
I once faw iffued from fuch a couple, one fon, who was black, with large eyes, and 
refembled his mother; another, who was rather of a white complexion, but varied 
with black fpots fcattered up and down, and, upon the whole, bore a greater refem- 
blance to the father ; and a girl, that was half black. ; 

When «the negroes are wounded in any part of their bodies, and thefe wounds heal 
again, the fears at firft are white, but the tkin afterwards grows black by degrees 

T faw an old Hottentot here, whg was very much afflicted with an eryfipelas in his 
leg. The cryfipelas difcovered itfelf by its ufual bluifh-red colour ; and on the black 
ground it hada very frightful appearance. Otherwife it was very rare to find any of 
thefe people with blemifhes on any part of their bodies, and much more fo, to fee any 
among them crippled. As they not only live fparingly, but alfo on unfeafoned and 
unfalted food, they are in general fubject to few difeafes. The changes of the climate 
are almoft the only caufes of the rheumatifms and fevers which fometimes prevail 
among them; {till, thefe diftempers are much more fcarce among the Hottentots 
that enjoy their liberty, than among thofe who have entered into the fervice of the 
Dutch colonifts, 

As far as I had an opportunity of travelling laft fummer, béth to the northward and 
eaftward, in this extenfive country, I met with but fmall remains of the once-more or 
lefs numerous Hottentot nations, which, as late as the beginning of this century, {till 
inhabited thefe vait plains. It is true, as faft as the colonifts fpread over the country 
in gradual fucceflion, the Hottentots have been obliged to retire, and e room for 
the dwellings and cattle of the Europeans; but it is an undoubted faét alfo, that the 
{mall-pox, a new and to them unknown diftemper, .has, like a -peftilence, extermi- 
nated the greater part of them. Now there are only a few feattered villages (Kraals) or 
focieties of them to be found, in which ftate they either live by themfelves, or are 
taken into fervice at the Company’s pofts and grazing-farms, or elfe by the colonifts 
themfelves, For the moft part, thefe focieties, efpecially in the vicinity of the Cape, 
are far from being numerous ; but farther in the country they are both more populous 
and more wealthy. ‘The few remains of them that {till exift, have, in fome inftances, 
retained "the names of their tribes; but more frequently thofe names are retained 
which formerly diftinguithed each nation feparately, and are applied to the diftri& 
itfelf, and to the larger rivers which run through the country, or form the limits of it. 
‘The better the country was provided with water, the more populous were the inhabi- 
tants, and the more cattle they poffeffed; {till, however, the whole nation did not 
amount to more than a few thoufand men, and each of their diftris formed a fmaller 
or larger province. 

The Gunjemans Hottentots were thofe that lived neareft the Cape, and on the very 
point itfelf ; they extended as far as Falfe Bay, the Hottentots Holland Mountain, and 
from thence to the left as far as Stellenbofch. This country is extenfive, but confifts, 
in a great meafure of a fandy unfruitful foil. Thefe were the firfte who, in barter for 
certain nierchandizes, ceded to the Dutch Eaft India Company a tract of their country ; 
and of thefe there are but a few, and | had almott faid none, now remaining. 
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The Kokoquas nation inhabited the country that bordered upon the Cape on the 
northern fide, in the environs of Groene Kloof. In my firft expedition, which was 
dire€ted towards that fide, I met with feveral of this nation ftill in being, and even 
received from the Company’s pofts two of them to attend me on the journg. heir 
country, like that of the preceding tribe, is low, level, and fandy, is much“t want of 
water, and was formerly not very populous, neither have the colonifts been able to 
cultivate every part of it. It extends as far as the fhore of the ocean; and has a few 
{mall hillocks difperfed over its furface. 

In continuing my journey to the northward, and to Saldahna Bay, I vifited the 
Suffaquas Hottentots, fome of whom were fill remaining. 1+ the country is every 
where low, fandy, and in want of frefh water, this nation was always very confiderable, 
and {ybfifted by grazing. 

The Hottentots that live {till farther to the northward, and are defcended from tribes 
that were once numerous, I had not the opportunity of vifiting in this excurfion, but 
proceeded more towards the mountains in the eaft, and the traéts of land that lay 
beyond them. However, from the inhabitants in thefe parts I got particular informa- 
tion concerning the neighbouring nations, which I was in hopes of vifiting at fome 
future period. From thefe I learned that, all along the fea-coaft, and round about 
St. Helena’s Bay, in a low, fteril, and fandy traét, the Odiquas Nation borders on the 
Suffaquas. The next neighbours to thefe are the Chirigriquas, a more populous and 
wealthy nation, which inhabits a fine grazing country, watered by the great Elephant’s 
River: and thefe again have for their neighbours two great and famous nations, the 
Little Namaquas, who five on the fea-coaft, and the Great Namaquas who refide far- 
ther from it. 

In the excurfion I made the preceding fummer, I vifited, in going, and returning, 
almoft all the nations that once inhabited the eaftern tract or the coaft of Caffraria. 
After pailing the mountain called the Hottentots Holland Mountain, I came to a hilly 
and mountainous tract of land, which was inhabited as far as the hot-back by the 
Koopman Nation; next to thefe, on the fea-coaft, were the Sonquas Hottentots, 
whom on my return homewards I had to my left. The country of thefe latter is rather 
barren, and not much fubject to the encroachments of the Europeans. 

Next to the Koopmans is the Heffaquas Nation; of this but few remain. And more 
towards the eaft, near the great and deep river Zonder End, is the country once inha- 
bited by the Dunquas Hottentots. : . 

Gauriquas land extends more to the north-eaftward : this is a very fine country, and 
abounds in grafs; it is watered by a confiderable large river, called Goud’s Rivier, and 
was formerly very populous. 

Travelling further on, and following the fhores of the ocean, one comes to the 
Houtniquas Hottentots, who in their hilly and woody country have remained the 
longeft theltered from the Europeans; and had hitherto fuffered fo little from their 
encroachments, that of all the Hottentots I had as yet feen, no nation was more confi- 
derable in point of numbers, till I came to Kamtous River. : 

Farther to the northward, and near the large valley, through which one mutt pafs 
in order to go to Lange Kloof and the adjacent country, occurs the diftri€t of the 
_Ataquas Hottentots, which is mountainous and abounds in grafs. 

Soll farther to the eaftward, following the coaft, one finds firft the Kamtours Nation, 
then the Heykoms, and laftly the Caffres. All thefe nations are in poffeffion of hilly 
and extremely rich meadows, interfeéted by many, and thofe frequently confiderable 
rivers, abounding in fifh. And as thefe people have not hitherto been fubject to a 

encroach- 


2 


THUNBERG’S ACCOUNT OF THE CAPE OF GOOD HOPE. 73 


encroachments of the colonifts, though a few grazing farms have already been laid 
out here, they are not only numerous, but alfo rich and abound greatly in cattle. 

Alkthefe Hottentots, whom I vifited in their own country, agreed in this particular, 
that they moftly fhort, thin, and flender, with prominent cheek bones, flat nofes, 
- protuberafit mouths, peaked chins, crooked backs, and pot-bellies. The colour of 
their fkins was yellowifh, but more or lefs dark from greafe and dirt. ‘Their hair is of 
a fingular nature, curling like wool, and on moft of them as fhort as the knaps of 
frieze cloth, but fometimes, though feldom, of a finger’s length, when it looks like 
twifted yarn; but few of them have any vettizes of a beard; and when they have, it 
is curling like their hair. ‘The other fex always have their breafts hanging down to a 
confiderablt length. All of them are mad after brandy and tobacco, and find a pecu- 
liar pleafure in filth and ftench. They befmear themfelves with greafe, and powder 
themfelves all over with the fetid fubftance called Bucku, or the powdcred leaves of 
the Diofma. A fheep’s-fkin thrown over their fhoulders, and another over their loins, ; 
with a fmall bag for the male, and a fquare bit of fkin for the female fex, conttitute 
almoft the whole of their apparel. Betides this, they alfo wear on their heads a fkin- 
cap, and, by way of ornament, rings of iron or copper round their arms, {trings of 
beads round their wrifts, and rings of Jeather round their legs. The huts, in which - 
they live, are low and fmall, and convex like a hay-ftack. ‘They always fit {quat on 
their arms; are nimble and a¢tive, but, in general, extremely lazy. Their furniture 
is fcanty and mean. Their difhes are tortoife-fhell. The water they have occafion 
for they keep in the guts of animals, and milk in bafkets and goat-fkins. Their wants, 
it is true, are not great; neverthelefs their poverty difplays itfelf in every particular. 

The galenia Africana was known under the appellation of Kraal Bofch, and in fome 
places was ufed for fences about the enclofures es their cattle, when no other buthes 
fit for the purpofe were to be had. 

Almonds were fold here, not by the weight, but by the hundred and thoufand. They 
were bought up in great quantities by officers who went to Batavia, where they could 
fell them to advantage. 

Strawberries (fragaria wea) had been brought from Holland, and planted out in 
beds in the gardens round the town, ‘They were tranfplanted every third year. They 
fold at a high price, and to great advantage, and were well tafted, though they had 
not fo delicious a flavour as thofe that grow in Europe. : 

Mulberry-trees (morus nigra) were found at feveral of the farms near the town, and 
produced ripe and fine fruit, which however was feldom feen in the markets. 

In the beginning of September the flaves ufed to weed the corn-fields, both the 
barley, which is ripe and reaped in November, and the wheat, which is reaped in 
December. 

An unfortunate accident happened about this time. A huntfman who had accom. 
panied Major Baron Von Prehm, the commander of the garrifon here, in a fhort ex- 
curfion into the country, loft one of his hands in confequence of the burfting of his gun, 
and was brought into the citadel. He had taken aim at a Koor-haen, and probably 
loaded his piece too high. Accidents of this nature are not uncommon in this country, 
where found and good guns are extremely farce. Many other people had loft a hand 
in the fame manner; and the late Governor Tulbagh, who from the condition of a 
private foldier had rifen to the highelt pitch of honour, had loft oRe of his eyes ky the 
burfting of a gun. The fame misfortune had like to have befallen me alfo this winter, 
as I was fhooting in the harbour at fome of the pelicans, which fly over it every even- 
ing in large flocks. - On the firing of the gun, the whole ftock was broken into a 
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thoufand fplinters, feveral of which wounded my face and hands. ‘To prevent fuch 
an accident from happening to me again, the: celebrated Captain Ekeberg, who com- 
manded a Swedifh fhip that anchored this year in the road, prefented me with a hand- 
fome and found Swedifh gun, which ever-after, during my refidence travels in 
Africa and the Ifland of Java, was a fafe and conftant defence to me. 

The Loxia Aftrild, on account of its red beak, was called Rood-beckje, or Red-beak, 
and was found in great numbers in the farmers’ gardens. They ufually flew in large 
flocks ; and lighted in the grafs, fo clofe to the ground that they could not be feen, 
though on account of their multitudes, one was fure to kill a great many of them at 
one fhot, notwithftanding that it is a bird of the fmalleft fize. 

Turtle-doves (columba riforia) were common in this country, particularly in places 
whegg there was much under-wood. They were feldom eaten by che country-people. 
It is remarkable, that this bird cannot remove from one place to another without 
laughing afterwards, This laughing noife, as well as its cooing, always betrays its 
place of abode. The fleh of it tafted rather dry. 

- Green Mountain Swallows (merops apiafter) were alfo to be feen near fome of the 
farms, and that frequently in the greateft numbers. Thefe birds are extremely beauti- 
ful in their yellow and fea-green attire. In the day-time they feek their food, which 
confifts of infeéts, in the fields; but in the evenings they return in flocks, chirping in 
fuch a manner as perfeétly to deafen one. They then affemble together by degrees in 
the gardens, and at length go to rooft in the branches of orange and other trees before 
it grows quite dark. 

‘The month of Septeinber was already begun, and the beautiful and flowery {pring 
making its appearance, put me in mind of preparing for a long journey up the country. 
But here more obftacles and difagreeable circumftances threw themfelves in my way 
than I could ever have imagined. The trifling viaticum 1 had brought with me from 
Europe, I had long ago confumed, and in the feventeen months which I had paffed 
here, I had received no fupplies from Holland. At Amfterdam, indeed, I had great 
and powerful patrons in the burgomafters Ryk Temmink and Van der Poll, together 
with the privy counfellors Van der Deutz and Ten Hoven, by the perfuafions and at 
the expence of whom I had undertaken this long voyage; but to my great misfortune, 
both of the governers Tulbagh and Rheede van Oudfhoorn, to whom I was ftrongly 
recommended, and from whom I had reafon to expeét every fupport, had departed: 
this life, the one dying previoufly to my arrival at the Cape, and the other in the voy- 
age thither. J was therefore a ftranger in an unknown place, and left to myfelf and 
to my fate till my friends at Amfterdam could be informed of my fituation, and endea- 
“vour to better it. Misfortunes feldom come fingle; and I had now my double portion 
of affliction, Vor when I intended to take up my falary from the company, it appeared, 
that the fhip in which I had arrived, was come without its mufter-roll. This was there- 
fore firit to be brought from Europe, before any one could receive his pay. When 
the fhip failed from the Texel, the vifitation-officersin their hurry had forgot to deliver 
in the mufter-roll, and the captain to demand it. The confequence of this was, that 
none of all thofe that were engaged on board the fhip, could, during the fpace of two 
or three years, either gbtain their pay or leave to go home. The vifitation-officers 
{fruyd lecfers) are two of the Company’s fervants of the loweft rank, who are ftationed 
in eagh fhip during she time that the fhip lies at anchor in the Texel: thefe people have 
the infpeGtion over every thing that is brought on board, and the care of providing the 
fhips with what they want every day, till they go out to fea. Thefe, who, in order to 
Keep account of the officers and crew, had the mufter-roll in their poffeffion, were 
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interefted fcoundrels, and more intent upon being treated and bribed, and felling and 
bartering their cheefe and butter, than they were fober and vigilant in the performance 
of their duty. 

The ng year I had been obliged to contra&t debts to a confiderable amount, 
and had rfow no other refource left than to encreafe them, efpecially if I were to be 
enabled to undertake another expenfive journeyinto the country, and not to remain an idle 
fpectator at the Cape. I therefore again had recourfe to M. Bergh, the fecretary of the 
police, who had not only hitherto kindly affifted me with his Burfe,. but alfo generoufly 
opened it to me on this occafion, and thereby enabled me to'make another excurfion 
into the interior part of the fouthernmoft point of Africa. 

My equipage was in moft refpects the fame as that of the foregoing year, with this 
difference, that inftead of the old broken cart, I had a new one which was tilted gith 
fail-cloth. I was alfo now the fole poffeffor of it, and avoided being encumbered with 
the'ferjeant and gardener, who the year before greatly contributed to render a {mall 
cart ftill more infufficient for my wants. -Befides boxes, paper, ammunition, and other 
neceflaries, I alfo took with me this year feveral medicines to diftribute among the 
colonifts in the interior parts of the country, who might ftand in need of them, and 
had before upon various occafions fhewn me the greateft kindnefs, 

For my fellow-traveller I had an Englith gardener, of the name of Mafon, who had 
been fent hither by the King of England to colleét all forts of African plants for the 
gardens at Kew. Mr. Mafon arrived the year before, in the fame thip in which Captain 
Cook, with the profeffors Forfter and Sparrman, were to make their celebrated voyage 
round the world, and towards the fouthern pole. He had arrived at the Cape after I 
was fet out on my journey to Caffraria; and fhortly after this he made an excurfion 
into the country, accompanied by Mr. Oldenburg, who went with him, partly as his 
companion, and partly as his interpreter. Mr. Mafon was well equipped with a large 
and ftrong waggon tilted with fail-cloth, which was driven by an European fervant, 
upon whom he could depend. We had each of us a faddle-horfe, and for our waggon 
we had feveral pair of oxen. : 

Thus we formed a fociety, confifting of three Europeans and four Hottentots, who 
for the {pace of feveral months were to penetrate into the country together, put up with 
whatever we fhould find, whether good or bad, and frequently feclude ourfelves from 
almott all the reft of the world, and of the human race, 





Second Journey into Caffraria, 1773. 


WITH fo flender an equipage as the before-mentioned, and in fuch a mountainous 
and defert country as Africa, I had refolved to make an expedition this fummer into 
the country, to the north-eaftward, as far as the Snow Mountains ; and firft dire&tin 
my courfe to the northward, to pafs afterwards through Camdebo, and other ae | 
uncultivated tracts, without taking the neareft and moft beaten road. F 

This refolve was indeed rather extravagant; yet I would not Rave it unfatisfied, 
particularly as it was a matter of indifference to me what parts of the country I vifited, 
provided only they were fuch as I had not feen before, and where I might colle& 
animals and plants hitherto unknown. ~ ‘ 

L2 My 


76 THUNBERG’S ACCOUNT OF THE CAPE OF GOOD HOPE. 


My fellow-travellers and I having fet out from the Cape, on the 11th of September 
1773, we arrived firft at one of the Company’s pofts, called Jean Befis Kraal, and 
then at Riet Valley, a farm where cows are kept, folely for the governor’s ufe, and 
for the purpofe of furnifhing his table once a week with frefh butter. For.this reafon, 
all that travel this road are forbidden to fuffer their horfes or oxen to graze in the 
neighbouring paltures ; whereas otherwife all Africa refembles a common, in which 
any one is at liberty to turn his cattle out wherever he pleafes. 

On the right, as wg pafled along, lay the Tiger Mountains, and, on our left, the 
Blue Mountains ; over one extremity of which we paffed on horfeback. Thefe, juit 
before they rife, have a few fand-hills fcattered in the front of them, and contain no 
ftones at all that are vifible ; fo that they appear, for the greater part, tb be merely 
hvee fand-hills, formed by the drift-fand from the harbour. 

‘The whole country was covered with fand and downs, and abounded in fwamps 
(Valley), which having been filled with water during the winter, now began to pro- 
duce fine pafturage for the cattle. For this reafon the farmers here graze only, and 
fow but a fmall quantity of wheat, but pay no attention to the vine. The water is for 
the moft part brackifh, and even this, for the greateft part of the year, is very fcanty. 

Turtles were feen here and there in the ponds; and fometimes they were kept in the 
houfes in glafs veffels full of water, for the purpofe of being conveyed to other places. 
At the approach of rainy weather, we were informed that the turtles always rofe higher 
in the glaffes. 

Towards evening we arrived at Mrs. Muller’s farm. 

Among the bufhes in the fands we frequently faw land-tortoifes crawling, and the 
young ladies in the houfe had ordered the flaves to bring feveral of them home, of 

_ various fizes, for our repaft. The teftudo pufilla was the moft common Ipecies here, 
and it was this which was now laid upon the fire for our eating. I flipped into the 
kitchen on purpofe to fee the mode of dreffing it, and found that the girls were cruel 
enough to lay the poor animal wide open on the live coals, where, fprawling with its 
head and feet, it was broiled alive, till at length it burft to pieces with the heat. The 
eggs, which were in a great number, and confifted of yolk only, were the moft 
luicious and defirable part of it. 

The roots of fennel were roafted and eaten in the fame manner as thofe of anife. 

The bulbs of the iris edulis, a plant which grew here in abundance, and decorated 
the fields with a variety of white, yellow, and blue flowers, were brought in great 
quantities by the flaves. ‘They were eaten either roafted, boiled, or ftewed with milk, 
and appeared to me to be both palatable and nourifhing. 

On the 13th, we arrived at the Company’s poft in Groene Kloof, having paffed by 
Daffenberg, Burger’s Poft, and Groene Kloof Mountain. At Burger’s Poft, as well 
#s on Koberg, there ftands a cannon, near a high flag-ftaff, for the purpofe of fum- 
moning the colonifts on this fide of the country to the Cape on any fudden approach 
of danger. 

The country here was-a deep fand, and full of downs, which made the roads very 
heavy. The houfes, for want of wood, were built of unbaked clay, formed into 
bricks, and dried a little in the air. 

The cattle were infefted with the ftranguary. This diforder was remedied by thruft- 
ing-a ftraw into th® urinary paflage, by means of which the clod of gum, euphorbia, 
which had fettled there, was removed. This operation, however, was not performed 
without lofs of blood. Ji was told us for certain, that unlefs this obftruction was 
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removed, the bladder would burft, not from the acrimony of the.gum, but from the 
great quantity and preflure of the urine. 

Having refted a few days, we continued our journey on horfeback by Ganfekraal 
to the fea-fhore. 

The inhabitants caught a Aaliotis, a kind of cockle, which, as well as mufcles, they 
ate boiled. ; 

Both the variegated and the white Sand Mole (marmota capenfis and Africana) fre- 
quented the fandy plains; and were alfo faid to do great damage to the gardens. They 
are caught either in traps, or by digging ; in the latter cafe, they dig a hole firlt before, 
and afterwards behind that made by the animal, or elfe, after topping up the animal’s 
hole behifid, they dig another directly oppofite to her. 

Charcoal, though it is but feldom made in this country, which is bare of trees, fo 
that the {miths mult be fupplied from Europe, J faw prepared in the following manner: 
the wood was placed on one end, as ufual, but in fuch a manner that the fmaller and 
larger pieces were mingled together. Round this pile were laid reeds, and the whole 
was covered with turf. In the middle, and alfo at the fides, was put fome refinous 
wood, by means of which the pile was fet on fire. This being done, the aperture 
at the top was covered up clofely with turf. All around the bottom feveral air-holes 
were left, which, as foon as the fire began to blaze forth, were fucccflively ftopped 
up, and the fides were gradually preffed more and more clofely together. In a few 
days, when the operation was finifbed, the pile was opened, and what fire remained 
so horeughiy extinguifhed with water. The whole pile was no larger than a 

ay-ftack. : 2 

The Bucku (diofma), which was collected here by the Hottentots, was firft dried 
in the fhade, and afterwards over the fire, before it was pulverized. 

Lalfo vifited the Salt Pan, which was fituate at a fhort diftance from the fea-fhore. 
It was at this time full of water. The name of Salt Pans is given, in this country, to + 
large collections of falt-water ; which, when the winter rains have ceafed, partly in 
confequence of the heat of the fun, and partly of the violence of the winds, gradually 
evaporate, and precipitate a falt, which the colonifts colle for their own ule,” The 
cryftallization is the moft powerful in the months of November and December, and in 
the middle of thé day, between the hours of ten and three. During that time, one 
may plainly fee the falt, fomewhat like the cream of milk, firft cryftallize on the. fur- 
face, till, in confequence of its own weight, it finks to the bottom. This faline in- 
cruftation is very fine, and yields a fine falt, which muft be collected as faft as it 
cryftallizes, and is driven by the fouth-eaft winds towards the north-weftern fide.. 
Unlefs this be done, the incruftation will fall to the bottom in feveral different ftrata, 
forming a thick bed of a coarfe-grained falt, which is frequently of a grey colour, 
from the admixture of dirt, and is ufed for falting fifh and meat. On the other band, 
the fne falt, being cleaner and whiter, is ufed for the table only, and for falting frefh 
butter. 

On the rth of September we fet off from Groene Kloof, leaving to the right the 
chain of mountains called Burger’s Poft, and, to the left, Groene Kloof. Mountain. 
Before us, a little to the right, we had the Reebokfkop, and, in front of that, we 
defcried the Konterberg, behind which we faw the Baboons Mountain. 

Having pafled thefe mountains, the level country prefented to our view, Ribeck 
Kafteel, Four-and-twenty Rivers Mountain, and Piquet Mountain, together with a 
great mumber of roe-bucks (capra), hart beafts (capra dercas), Steen-boeks (capra 
grimmia), and diving bucks (duykers capra), befides Korrhaens and oftriches. , 

We 
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We paffed by Papenkuyls Fountain, and Uylekraal, to a farm belonging to Jan 
Slabbert. ) 

On the 22d we arrived at Saldahna Bay, which has many iflands and dangerous 
fhoals, fome of which have only three fathom water. On Foundling Ifland train.oil is 
prepared from feals in earthen pans, in which it is firft expofed to the heat of the fun to 
evaporate. After this, it is boiled in a kettle, at firft with wood, and then with fuch 
remains of the blubber as will yield no more oil. There are feveral iflands lying near 
this harbour, fuch as Fundling Eyland, Taxen Eyland, Jutland, remarkable for its large 
hills of ftone, Meuven Eyland, Daflin Eyland, and Schaapen Eyland, all of which are 
very ftony, and, on account of their rocks, difficult of accefs to the fhips. 

In Taxen Ifland, rabbits have greatly increafed fince they were carried thither, and 
are now to be found in great abundance. ; 

Datin Ifland, in particular, is an afylum for the penguins (diomede), a kind of fea- 
fowl, which cannot fly at all, but dive the better on that account, and pafs moft of their 
time out at fea. 

The fhips but feldom enter this harbour, and then no other than fuch as come too 
clofe under the coaft, fo that they cannot make the road of the Cape. The harbour 
makes feveral windings, and various winds are requifite for fhips to fail out of it. 

On the 28th, we purfued our journey to Witteklipp, an eftate belonging to Tobias 
Moftert, which received its name from a little mountain, or large infulated rock, fitu- 
ated near it, and of a fingular appearance, on account of its bare and white furface, 
formed, not by lime, as the inhabitants of the place imagined, but by a white mofs 
(byffus laétea). In front," on the fide next to the houfe, this rock had a large excava- 
tion, in the form of a crefcent, with a vaulted roof. It was no eafy matter to come at 
this fingular cavity, as the part of the rock that ftood before it was not only very fteep, 
but allo convex,'and at the fame time very flippery, except a few channels that ran 
longitudinally downwards, and were formed by the rain-water. I had, neverthelefs, a 
{trong inclination to reconnoitre it, as I faw a few fwallows that had their nefts there 
flying into it, and, as I imagined, that fome cusious plants might be found there. I 
therefore took off my thoes and ftockings, and made a fhift to clamber up thither bare- 
foot, but found more dificulty in getting down again; and, as no other defcent was 
practicable, I flid down the rock upon my.breech by the fame way. This cavity, which 
probably feldom receives fuch vifitors, had nothing remarkable in it, befides a dead 
fwallow (hirundo apus), the fingularity of its form, and the difficulty of its accefs. It 
was about four fathoms from the foot of the rock, nearly in the middle of it, anda 

- couple of fathoms wide and high. 

Oftriches were very common in this tract. It was faid that a male oftrich makes a 
neft with three or four females, which, together, lay twenty or thirty eggs, on which 
they-fit by turns in a hole they have made with their feet by trampling in the fand. 

A kind of wild dogs, which were here called jackalls, and are the fame as Samfon’s 
foxes mentioned in Scripture, frequented thefe plains in large troops. They caught a 
great number of the wild goats (or antelopes), that abound here, as well as of oftriches, 
in the hunting of which they fet up a regular cry, furrounding the game firft at a dif- 
tance, and approaching nearer to it by degrees. ‘They likewife committed great havock 
among the farmers’ fheep, unlefs thefe were carefully guarded by fhepherds furnithed 
with fire-arms. - 

It is only in the fpring and in the beginning of {ummer that thefe low fandy plains are 
adorned with flowers. After the fouth-eaft winds and the drought have fet in, the feeds 
of thefe flowers are quickly {cattered over the fields, often before they are quite ripe. 

Ps : pr. 
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For this reafon I was obliged, when making colleétions for the botanical gardens of 
Europe, efpecially of the annual plants, to gather the feeds in an unripe ftate, and lay 
them up in paper to dry and ripen gradually. 

On the 3oth we arrived at Honingklipp, a farm belonging to Nicholas Klein. 

The crows (corous Hottentottus) here were feen fitting on the backs of the cows, 
and picking infects .acari) out of them, by which at times they were much infefted. 
Thefe creatures alfo were accuftomed to picking the wheat out of the fields immediately 
after it had been fown. ; 

Here I faw a tame Griefbok or Greybuck (capra), of the fize of a middling lamb, 
that had been caught in the fandy fields. Both this {pecies, and that called Steinboks, 
were repogted to hide their heads, in the idea that nobody can fee them, for which 
reafon alfo they feldom run out from among the buthes, till one is come quite clofe to 
them. 

The thickets in the fandy plains confifted folely of tall and flender fhrubs from four to 
fix feet high. ‘Their trunks and branches were frequently fo fmall and flender as to be 
unfit for fuel, though they afforded fufficient retreats for various fpecies of game. To 
me they were often very troublefome, in hiding from me a number of finall birds, which 
Thad fhot down from their fupple twigs. 

We continued our journey, paffing Patryfkerg, and came to a farm of Peter Lofpet’s, 
called Rofendal. 

On the firlt of October we vifited another eftate of Lofper’s. This country, fituated 
between the bays of Saldahna and St. Helena, near the fea-fhore, was low, abounding 
in fand-hills and pools of water, now {welled by the winter rains‘and by Mountain River, 

We intended to have arrived at Mountain River on the fecond of this month, but 
could not attempt it by reafon of the depth of water in the above-mentioned pools, and 
thus we could not get to the eftate of one Melk, for which purpofe weetherwife might 
have croffed the river in a boat ; we were therefore obliged to go on to Brandt’s houfe 
on the Salt River, and from thence to an eftate of his fon’s near Matje’s Fountain, 

This Salt River (Zout Rivier) is different from that near the Cape, and which, from 
the fame quality, derives the fame name. It happens frequently that iflands and moun- 
tains, as alfo eftates, in different places pafs by the fame names, a circumftance which 
caufes a great confufion in the geography of this country. As to the eftates, the names 
of which are propofed by the farmers, and confirmed by government, this might eafily 
be remedied, if the governor paid a little more attention to fuch a vait colony, the extent 
of which many times exceeds that of the Seven United Provinces in Europe. But con- 
fidering that the whole colony, as well as the town, though founded near one hundred 
and fifty years ago, as yet pafs by no other name than that of the Cape, which fufhi- 
ciently thaws great careleffnefs and a bad police ; it is not furprifing that the farms often 
obtain the moft abfurd names. . 

The Hottentots had fuch a quantity of leather thongs about their legs, as even to 
reach above their calves, infomuch that by them they were freed from the danger of 
being bitten by venomous ferpents, for which purpofe I fuppofe it probable they wore 
them. . 

The gold-finches (/oxia orix) were faid firft to devour the bloffoms of the wheat 
(anthera triciti}, and afterwards the corn itfelf. They are feen here in innumerable 
flocks, efpecially near fuci rivers as are overgrown with tall reeds, eon which they, build” 
their nefts, irom whence their chirping, efpecially towards evening when they come to 
rooft, is tieard at a great diftance. The hen is always of a grey colour; but, from the 
month of July till January, the blood-red feathers a the cock gradually make their ap- 

pearance, 
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pearance. This bird is fomewhat fmaller than the Joxia capenjis, and has fmaller eggs, 
which are perfectly green; whereas the /oxia capenfis lay grey eggs with black fpots, 
and fomewhat larger. ‘This bird is, like the whole genus of Joxia, very ftupid, and 
confequently the more difficult to frighten from the wheat-fields, where the mifchief 
it does to the hufbandmen is often great. Though confiderable numbers of them are 
fhot, yet they immediately return, heedlefs of danger. 

The Korrhaens were obferved to devour the buds of the cotula turbinata, which was 
common in all the low and fandy plains. 

On the 3d, we arrived at the eftate of Floris Fifher. This tract, from the Groene 
Kloof (Green Valley) and {till farther, was called Zwartland, and had a church of its 
own, Ever fince the death of .the vicar, which at that time was three years, this had 
been,vacant, no one being arrived from Holland tofucceed him. Neverthelefs, fervice 
was performed here once a month by a clergyman from the town: the farmers had a 
long way to church, fome of them two days journey. 

We penetrated, on the sth, farther up into the country, along and beyond the Black 
Mountain to Stoffel Smidt’s. ‘he fand-hills vanifhed by degrees, and the country be- 
came both more lofty and of a firmer nature. 

The cyanella capenfis (Raapuyntjes), a kind of onion, was roafted for the table of the 
farmers. : : 

The vifeum Atbiopicum was ufed in diarrhoeas, and alfo for tea. 

On the 6th, we arrived at young Stabbert’s, and had Picketberg behind us to 
the left. 

When one is at the Cape, this ‘part of the country rifes to the view, like a ridge of 
contiguous mountains; but, on approaching them, I difcovered, that the hills are 
divided, and form feveral diftin&t ridges. Ribeck Kafteel is a ridge of mountains, 
extending fron? eaft to welt, till the Zwarte Berge (or Black Mountains) clofe the 
ridge. ‘Thefe therefore do not run parallel with the long tra€t of mountains that lie 
higher up the country. 

We proceeded farther to Cornelis Gofen’s farm, who is a faddler, and where I was 
obliged to leave one of my oxen that proved lame in the loins, and was rendered unfit 
for the journey. ‘The great mountain river (Berg Rivier), to which we were now 
arrived, had, through the great quantity of rain that had fallen, become impaffable at 
the ufual fording place near Vleermuys, fo that we croffed it on the 7th, in the ferry 
near Pit Juber’s farm. 

This man keeps the ferry in order and going, and thereby gets a fnug fum of money 
yearly; for, each farm fituated on the oppofite fide contributes eight gilders per 
annum, and befides this, he has the advantage of cafual paffengers. It is to be ob- 
ferved, that every farmer is obliged to pay his quota towards the keeping of this ferry, 
lec him be rich or poor, and whether he ufes it or not; for many of them do not, but 
repair to town with their goods in fummer, when the water is low and fordable, eafily 
by their waggons, 

From hence we directed our courfe to Johannes Liebenberg’s, wnere we began to 
fee vineyards and gardens with lemon and orange trees. The road was now per- 
fedly bar confifting of reddith rocks, and the fields were tolerably well covered 
awith grafs. : 

On the 8th, we’ proceeded to Chriftian Liebenberg’s farm, and, on the gth, to 
Gert Kemp’s, near Daffi Klipp, and afterwards pated by Frederik Leibenberg’s, 
croffed the difficult paflage of Kartous Kloof to Wilhelm Burger’s, where we arrived 
in the evening wet and terrified, the rain having continued during the whole tire of 
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our pafling the mountains, which were befides fo fteep as none but thofe who have 
travelled over them can well conceive.. Kartous Kloof, which croffes the fame ridge 
as Roode Zand Kloof, but lower down towards the northern end, is alfo confidered’ 
by the hutbandmen as one of the moft difficult roads that go acrofs the African moun- 
tains. It is not very high at the weftern part, but becomes the more terrifying on 
that account to the eaftern fide, being there very fteep and the road very ftony and 
narrow, with an abyfs to the left. The driving a hand’s-breadth only out of the track 
may demolifh waggon, oxen, and driver, and the pafling was now made more diffi: 
cult from the frequent ftumbling of the cattle, owing to the flipperinefs of the road, 
which was ogcafioned by inceffant rains. The farm was fituated juft at the foot of the 
mountain where we arrived, to the great aftonifhment of the farmer and his wife. 

This fpot is like Roode Zand, a broad valley furrounded by mountains, watered—by- 
a rivulet, called Olyfant’s (or Elephant’s) Rivier, and abounding in grafs. It is entirely 
feparated from Roode Zand by Winterhoek and other ridges of mountains. However 
it differs thus far from Roode Zand, that it lies much lower, and is likewife confidera- 
bly narrower, being only a few mufket-fhot broad. . 

On the roth, happy to find our vehicle in a tolerable condition, after fo dangerous 
a journey, we fet out to Skalk Burger’s, and croffed the Elephant’s River, which we 
afterwards had to the left. 

After taking a hearty breakfaft, we fet out for the warm-bath, fituated at a {mall 
diftance from the farm. ‘The road thither was very low, fwampy, and troublefome, 
till we approached the foot of the mountain. This Olyfant’s warm-bath is alfo called 
Engel Bath, after the attorney-general Engelman, who caufed it to be cleaned and 
dug, and erected a handfome {tone building at the Company’s expence, for the accom. 
modation of the bathers. ‘The veins of this {pring arife from the eaftern fide of this 
long tract of mountains fomewhat above the foot of them, in a clefi which inclines to 
the fouthward, and there forms a crofs cleft. Of thefe veins there are many, but 
. three of them in particular, carry the water into feveral {mall huts, for the colonifts, 
flaves, and Hottentots, for each of thefe feparate huts. All of them have three or 
four fteps going into the water for the bathers to fit on, and are alfo floored on one 
fide for them to lie on, whilft they are {weating. This water is not boiling-hot, but 
lukewarm, has no tafte, leaves no fediment, but had only fome green vegetable 
matter (conferva) growing in its runnels. It lies on the fame fide of the fame range of 
mountains, and is of the fame nature with the warm-bath already defcribed at Brand 
Valley. With this water as well as with the former, linen may be wafhed without being 
ftained, and vidtuals dreffed without any difagreeable tafte being imparted to them 
by it; the blue-colour of fugar-paper is not changed. The farms here have vineyards 
and orchards, and excellent fodder for cattle. © 

The mountains to the right divide Bocke-veld from this valley, and feem to fornt 
five confiderable ridges feparated by deep valleys, which, when we fired, gave reite- 
rated echoes, like thofe that are heard after thunder. A high and fat mountain here, 
with two heads at each end, was called the Little Table Mountain. 

On the r1th, we rode paft Andrew Lubbe’s, to a farm belonging to Peter Gaus. 

Lions and other beafts of prey are, at prefent, fo effectually fcared and routed out 
of thefe mountainous traéts, that the farms are feldom vifited by them: neverthelels 
the farmer continues paying to the Company the old tax, called Lion and Tyger 
Money. This tax is paid by each burgher, at the rate of four rix-dollars for 
lion, and two guilders for tyger-money ; out of which fund, at the time when the 


colony began to extend itfelf, and when the colonifts were much infelted by wild 
ie as heafts. 
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beafts, a certain premium was paid to every one who killed or caught any of thefe 
animals. At firft, government paid fixteen rix-dollars for a Jion,.and ten guilders 
for a tyger, after which the furn was diminifhed to ten rix-dollars for a lion’s, and fix 
guilders for a tyger’s kin; but, at prefent, thefe animals being’ fo far extirpated that 
there are feldom any of them to be feen, the premium is difcontinued, excepting in 
cafe they are brought alive to the Cape, which is hardly practicable. This tax, never- 
thelefs; is not abolifhed, although its inftitution has had the defired effe€t, and the caufe 
has ceafed; but, in the fame manner as in many other countries, has aflumed the nature 
of taxes and funds. 

Befides the annual tax which the farmer pays for his farm, he pays alfo for wax- 
candles four rix-dollars a year, for every horfe, one ftiver, and for every hundred 

“frwep, one guilder. Each farmer, whether he be rich or poor, whether pofleffed of a 

large or {mall farm, pays for mending the roads and ftreets. The bridge and ferry- 
money all pay alike, let their road lead them that way or not; but then they are ex- 
empt from all billettings, crown duties, tithes, clearing the roads, furnifhing horfes for 
travelling, day-labour, &c. 

I faw here a girl that had had the meafles three years before, which had left behind 
them black and blue marks on her forchead, and under her eyes ( /ugillationes), which 
were of a greenifh caft. ‘They generally remained two or three weeks, then went away, 
and afterwards returned. The parts above-mentioned were. particularly affeéted by 
thefe fpots, though they appeared alfo in other places, as for infance, in her hands 
and arms. é 

A farmer advanced in years, likewife, had fallen into a decline after the meafles ; 
however, he was perfectly reftored by what I ordered him, 

On the following days we proceeded along the valigy to Barent Lubbe’s farm, paift 
Pickenier’s Kloof, and Matton’s farm, which lay to the left of us. 

On the 14th, the country began to grow hilly, and we arrived at young Barent 
Lubbe’s, at the end of the cleft. 

The root of the fpecies of Stoebe, which grew here, {melt quite like valerian (vale. 
riana phu), and might poflibly have the fame effec as this plant has in the epilepfy. 

On the 15th, we proceeded on our journey, furnifhed with a few days’ provifion, 
and meant to get over the mountains to Kis Koopman’s farm, from thence to Spannen- 
berg’s, over the river Dorn, and, finally, as far’as Clas Lofper’s farm, which is fitu- 
ated in the lowermoft Bocke-veld ; but we had not got far up the mountain before a 
misfortune befel us, through the careleffnefs of the driver. Our cart overturned, and 
one of the fhafts were broken; fo that it was impoffible for us to proceed any farther 
acrofs thefe uninhabited mountains. We were, therefore, under the neceffity of re- 
medying the evil as well as we could, by tying the fhaft up with cords, and returning 
fo the farmer, to alter the plan of our journey. © 

After having {till more completely repaired our fhattered vehicle, we refolved to let 
both the waggon and cart go flowly back, through Pickenier’s Kloof, and: afterwards, 
up the country, through Roode Zand’s Kloof to Roode Zand, there to reft and wait 
for our arrival. In the meantime I and my Englith travelling companion made a tour 
on horfeback farther. ack into the valley to Gaus’s farm, and paffed through the long 
vale, called Eland’s Kloof, acrofs the mountains to Bernard Forfter’s, in the Koude 
Boeke-veld, as it f called, or Cold Goat’s-field. - Eland’s Kloof was very broad, and 
had a large river in it. This country, which is fituated between the lowermoft, or 
warm Bocke-veld, and between Olyfant’s Kloof and Carro-veld, lies very high, and is, 


in the winter, very cold, although not fo cold as at Rogge-veld, which lies farther to 
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the other fide of the Carrow, and whofe inhabitants, for feveral months in the’ year, 
that is, from April to September, are obliged, on account of the fnow and cold, to 
remove down to the lower and warmer Carrow, which, at that time, is plentifully fup- 
plied with water by fhowers of rain, attended with thunder. ‘hofe that inhabited this 
Bocke-veld fometimes remove acrofs the mountains with their cattle to Carrow, though 
this is {trictly prohibited. ; 

A ferpent, called Boomflang, was faid to get into the trees, and {wallow the birds it 
found there; and the Roodbeckjes (Loxia Aftrild) made great havock in the gardens, 
where they devoured both bloffoms and feeds. 

' _ The wild-goats (Steenbocks), and particularly the diving-goats (Duykers), damaged 
the gardens greatly, where they ate off the buds of the trees. The leaping-goats 
(Springboks) alfo do a great deal of mifchief in the wheat-fields, efpecially as they” 
come in troops, and cannot be caught eafily, either by fnares or fpring-guns, but muit 
be fhot with rifle-barrelled guns in the corn-fields when they come there. This is done 
in the following manner ; a man digs a hole in the field, where he can fit unfeen, till 
the animal approaches near enough to be fired at with a rifle-barrelled gun. 

The cold Bocke-veld is. nearly as broad as Olyfant’s Kloof, furrounded by high 
mountains on all fides, which clofe together to the north-weftward, leaving only a nar- 
row paflage to a fmall plain, fituate on the other fide of it. Snow fometimes falls 
here, and lies for a while undiffolved. 

As cold as this country is, ftill it was formerly much more inhabited by the Hotten- 
tots than it is at prefent by the Europeans, who only occupy a few farms in it, All 
over the country the Hottentots live together, many in a community, fometimes to the 
amount of feveral hundreds in a village, feed dn roots, and the fleth of wild beafts, and 
of their own herds (which have the whole country open to them for their pafturage), 
and at the fame time are fatisfied with a little. On the other hand, every colonift has 
a farm to himfelf, part-of which mutt be laid out in wheat-fields and vineyards, befides 
which, his herds of cattle muft- be large and numerous. Wild beats are deftroyed 

“without mercy, confideration, or economy, infomuch that fome are killed for amufe- 
ment, and others are deftroyed on account of the damage they do, and for their tkins 
or hides. : 

As for the reft, the Bocke-veld is tolerably finooth, without trees or buthes: except 
a few low rhinoceros buthes, which are feldom to be met with; it bears only grafs, and, 
in fome places, a kind of tall rufhes. Near the mountains are fometimes feen a few 
low and fcattered trees of the protea gradiflora {pecies (Waageboom). 

The whole of this country has received its name from the Spring-bocks (capra pygar= 
gus), which refide here in fcattered herds, and, in certain years, migrate hither from: 
the more remote tracts of the continent in aftonifhing numbers. 

The mountains which lie on each fide are quite barren, like an old wall, and rife up” 
boldly without any foot projecting from them, or any hillocks lying dire€tly before them, 
as is ufual with other mountains. They feem to be greatly worn and confumed by the 
operation of the air upon them, and will probably, in time, undergo confiderable alte. 
rations in their external appearance. ‘The air deitroys the cohefion of fome parts, and 
caufes.them to crumble away into {mall particles, which are afterWards carried off b 
the rain, not to mention larger fragments, which fometimes fall off frog the main body, 
and the cavities formed by the ftagnation of the rain-water on their furface. - - 

The rocks, which had many tharp projeCting points, were fometimes compofed of 
quartzofe-ftones, quartz-rubble, and {and-ftone cemented together. From moifture 
thefe crack, and, getting loofe, fall out, and roll-down in large pieces. Hence the 
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mountains look, as though they were torn afunder, and themfelves proclaim their own 
vaft antiquity and decay. ‘Thefe mountains differ greatly in the hardnefs of their rocky 
parts; and, confequently, they muft differ in their diffolution. In many parts of them 
pebble-ftones were found inlaid in large clufters, fometimes to the amount of a hundred 
and more. Here were likewife to be feen large hills confifting of fand-ftone, which 
at the bottom was as white as chalk, and friable, and at the top yellow, with a mix- 
ture of yellow and red tints. In the valleys and near the rivulets, was found the fineft 
fand, which muft doubtlefs have been brought down from the mountains and their ad- 
jacent hills by the rain-water. In the Bocke-veld mountains to the eaftward, the ftrata 
lie. obliquely, as if one fide of the mountain had funk down ; ‘the broader ftrata alfo were 
lower to the north-weft than to the fouth-eaft end. i 

“™~Thefe large and high chains of mountains, therefore, which lie in feveral rows, di- 
vided by broader and fmaller clefts and openings, are the Alps of the fouthern parts of 
Africa. 

The Spring-buck (capra pygargus) does not refide in the mountains like the yoe-buck, 
nor in the thickets like the Steen-bock, or Duykers-bock, (where the hounds would 
eafily catch him, as he could not run very faft there) but in the open fields, where he 
rane the fineft and moft furprifing leaps that can be imagined, frequently above fix 

eet high. 

oor the few fhrubs that grew in the mountains, I found here that curious fhrub 
the fly-buth (roridula dentata), the leaves of which are covered with fine hairs, and a 
tough glutinous fubftence, to which fmaller infeé&ts adhere. It is placed in the houfes 
for the purpofe of catching flies. 

On the 18th, we rode to Iaac Vifage’s; the fheep here are counted morning and 
evening, viz. when they are turned out and brought home, and are marked in-one or 
both years, that they may be known again when they come to be mingled with others. 
This counting of the fheep was always the miftrefs’s bufinefs, who had alfo given to.each 
fheep a particular name. An excellent memory and daily practice had fo fharpened 
her attention in this refpeét, that, if one amongft feveral hundred fheep were abfent, fhe” 
miffed it immediately. 

On the 19th, we paffed Nicholas Janfen’s farm, in our way to Carl van der Merwell. 

A Table Mountain which ftands fingle and alone in the middle of the country, is, to 
the north-welt, flat at top, and fteep on the fide, but, to the fouth-ealt, it is convex, 
flopes off gradually, and is very high. The wheat here had not yet got into the ear, 
which however we {aw it had already done on the other fide of the mountain, and the 
peafe were now fowing. Here they both fow and reap a couple of months later than 
they do nearer the Cape, and in the country which lies lower on the other fide of it. 

Although the hufbandman, that inhabits thefe mountains, lives fo high, yet he always 
(though very improperly) calls it travelling up to the Cape, where the country lies 
much lower. 

The great wheel of the African plough has eight fpokes, and is fo made (at the fame 
time that it is provided with an iron plate) that it cannot: be taken off. The finall 
wheel to the left has only four fpokes, and runs .always on the grafs ridge, and thus 
keeps the plough even. ; 

On the 2oth,, we travelled on to William Pretoris’s, whofe farm ftands in a very 
good fituation ; but the weather, in the months of June, July and: Augult, is fo fevere, 
that much fnow falls, fometimes for days together, and icicles are formed and adhere to 
the eaves of the roof, All the calves, lambs, and goats that are brought forth during 
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the froft, die of cold and hunger in the ftables in which they are kept fhut up, without 
a poflibility of their being turned out to grafs. 

‘We travelled afterwards paft two fafms belonging to Jan Rafmus and Van Heere, to 
that of Jacob Pinard’s, where was a {mall wood. The mafter and his wife were not at 
home, but only two flaves and fome Hottentot children; we were therefore obliged to 
content ourfelves with having a dry covering over our heads for the night, without any 
thing to eat or drink, although we had travelled without food all the day long, and had 
feveral miles to go to the next farm. ; 

‘As no entertainment was to be had here, we fet out early the next morning, being 
the a1ft, to Skalk van Heere’s, where we were kindly received, and entertained both 
with breakfait and a tolerable good glafs of wine of the growth of the country. 

Here commenced the warm Bocke-veld, which was {creened from the cold by high 
mountains and hills, fome of which were very fteep, and which we had this day 
defcended. 

"The warm Bocke-veld lies therefore much lower, and, in proportion to its fituation, 
is much lefs cold. In the cold Bocke-veld, the vine can only be cultivated in two 
places, and then does not arrive at perfe& maturity, but, in the warm, it thrives better 
and yields better wine. The warm Bocke-veld is a finall tract of land, neither very 
broad nor very long, but rather of a round form, and encircled by mountains. The 
out-let from it is by a narrow opening near Moftertthoek and Hex Rivier, The land is 
level, all over covered with grafs, and has but a very few Spring-bucks left, which have 
been for the moft part hunted out of the country. . 

As two young farmers were this day to travel on horfeback, the neareft way acrofs 
the high mountains to Roode Zand, that lies on the other fide of them, we determined 
to embrace the opportunity, and accompany them thither ; but my travelling companion, 
after we had got to a little diftance up the mountain, finding he had forgot his faddle- 
bag, was obliged to return for it, and our weary horfes not being able to go very faft 
in that mountainous country, we were left in the lurch by our guides,, and, lofing the 
track, were obliged to return to the farm by the fame way as we came. From thence 
we |rode through a great part of the warm Bocke-veld, and before evening arrived to 
x handfome farm abounding in -cattle, milk, and butter, which belonged to Peter 

unere. : } 

From hence we had no other road to Roode Zand than by Moftertfhoek, through 
a valley which was very narrow and low, between very high mountains projecting on 
each fide. But this journey was hazardous at fuch time of the year when the large 
and wide rivulets which we had to ford in the dale were brim-full. 

In order to pafs with fafety over this dangerous {pot, we hired a fervant, who, being 
acquainted with the country, was to precede us on horfeback, and point out to us the , 
moft fhallow places. . 

On the 22d of O€tober we fet out on our journey. 

_ On our entering of Moftertthoek, the road was very ftony, mountainous, and fteep, 
and we had afterwards feveral ftreams to ford and branches of rivers, fuch as Brug-drift, 
Stroom-drift, Elfe Rivier, and Diep-drift, befides feveral {maller branches of brooks, 
which, uniting, form the great Breede Rivier. Thefe places evere the more dangerous 
to crofs, as the water not only {tood up to the horfes’ fides, but the bottom was full of 
large round {tones, that had rolled down from the mountains, £@ that the horfgs could 
fearcely get on; and frequently the rapidity of the ftream was fuch that they could with 
great difficulty keep the trad. - 
ear 
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Near thefe ftreams grew feveral fhrubs, efpecially fome of the Geranium kind, that 
fent forth a pleafant, ftrong, and refrefhing odour. : 

At length we arrived fafely at De Wett’s at Roode Zand, where our oxen had 
already refted themfelves, and gathered ftrength and flefh for our intended journey. 

On Winterhoek, a mountain which terminates Roode Zand to the northward, and 
divides it from Olyfant’s Kloof, there ftill lay a great deal of hail. 

Gli is, in the Hottentot language, the name of an umbelliferous plant, the root of 
which, dried and reduced to powder, they mix with cold water and honey in a trough, 
and after letting it ferment for the fpace of one night, obtain a fpecies of mead, which 
they drink in order to throw themfelves into a {tate of intoxication. A couple of glaffes 
are faid to be fufficient for the purpofe, and no head-ache enfues. Of the pulverized 
raat_two handfuls only are taken. 

This year I examined the mountains at Winterhoek much more narrowly than I had 
done laft year, and as high as to their very fummits. The fly-bufh grew here in abun- 
dance, and the fcarce plant, called protea nana, the flower of which refembles the dog- 
rofe, was found only in this place. On one fide of the mountain was a fine cafcade, 
that fell down a perpendicular precipice, under which there was a hollow in the moun- 
tain filled with feveral bufhes. My inclination called me thither, and I muft have gone 
a very round-about way to it, had I not ventured to take a leap of about twenty or 
twenty four yards in height, which I did without being hurt in the leaft, the buthes 
preventing me from making a hard fall. Among other rare plants alfo which I found 
here, was the difa cerulea. 

In thefe mountains were found an elegant red flate, confifting of thin laminae, and 
difpofed in broad ftrata, The fame fubftance was alfo to be feen in large pieces that 
had fallen down from the higher parts of the mountain, and difpofed in {trata with other 
ftony matter, like a marble. It appeared ftrange to me, that I did not, either here, or 
in any other mountains, meet with any lime-ftone, or calcareous hill, nor with apy mar- 
ble nor flint, excepting a radiated Gypfum, which I found in the mountain near Hex 
Rivier. Here I faw a farmer’s wife, who, through good living and indolence, was 
grown to fuch a fize, and was fo fat withal, that, excepting one more in another part" 
of this country, I never faw her equal. On her way to the Cape, fhe had fuffered her- 
felf to be weighed; and fhe then weighed three hundred and thirty four pounds or 
twenty-fix ftone, horfeman’s weight. , 

That Roode Zand is nothing but a valley between high: mountains, running nearly 
parallel to the each other, I could clearly perceive from this circumftance, that in the 
hollows, where the torrents of water had {wept away the earth, and dug out channels 
of one or two fathoms depth, the ground appeared to confift of the naked rock, with 
its ftrata, that ftood up on their edge almoft perpendicular, and only a little inclining 
to the fouth-eaft. ‘Thefe' {trata were much foftened by the water, of a loofe texture, 
and whitifh, refembling an indurated clay; in their infterftices, they harboured fand, 
which the water had carried down and difcharged there. ; . 

The farms hereabouts are not very far afunder, and the colonifts are in general in 
good circumftances, The vineyards were numerous, of wheat there was a great quan- 
tity fown, and orchards<were planted every where, fo that the country produced the 
moft profitable articles, fuch -as wine, wheat, oranges and lemons. ‘he cold might 
neverthelefé be very ‘evere here at times; and it was reported, that its intenfenefs the 
aa done great damage to the vines, and, in fome places, abfolutely deftroyed 
them. 
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As to cattle and fheep, more are kept here by the farmers than are wanted for their 
own confumption and ufe ; and draught-oxen they fometimes buy from other places. 

A {mall dove (perhaps the fmalleft of the dove kind) called Maquas Duyv (columba 

capenfis) frequented the gardens, and there fought its food, which confifted moftly of 
feeds. : i , 
The ixia bulbifera, a bulbous plant with a red flower, grew here in the greatett 
abundance. When one approached the place where it grew, it feemed to be but thinly 
fcattered over the field, but at a diftance the ground appeared as if it were covered 
with fcarlet cloth. 4 

In like manner, here and here only, was found befide the brooks, a green variety of 
the ixia matulata, another tall bulbous plant, which is as elegant as fingular, with its 
long clutter of green flowers growing out like an ear of corn, and is fo extremely fearce 
all over the world. 

On the 28th, proceeding on our journey, we croffed Breede Rivier; the branches 
of which went meandering on fo far before us on our route, that we were obliged to ford 
them feveral times before we could reach Jan Slabbert’s farm, where we took up our 
night’s lodging. : . 

On the 29th, we came to Philip Plaifir’s near Saffraan’s Kloof, a place where there 
is a foot-path acrofs the mountains, along which one may go on horfe-back. 

Travelling ftill farther, we arrived at Jan de Toi’s. The country now began to 
grow broader and flatter. Toi’s Kloof again is the name of the foot-path here, leading 
over the mountains ; which alfo may be travelled over on horfe-back, and brings one 
to Drakenftein, direétly oppofite Paarl. ° 

We now left Breede Rivier to the right; and the level flat country which here lies 
about the ftream, and is at times inundated by it, is called Goudena. 

Farther on lies Brand Valley ; oppofite to which, on the other fide of the mountain, 
ftands Stellenbofch. 

On the 30th, we rode paft De Ploi’s farm, and over Hex Rivier, to Keyfer’s eftate. 

The field was here of the Carrow kind, and the fheep were faid to feed on thole 
fucculent plants, the me/embryanthemams (Vygebofches), which were fuppofed to render 
the dung of thefe animals unfit for manure. Now likewife, the farther we advanced, 
the more hilly the country grew. 

On the 31ft, we arrived at Alowen Smidt’s farm, which lies oppofite to Hottentot’s 
Holland. The country here had many hills and ridges of mountains, which lay acrofs 
our road. 

November 2d, we rode over one of the ridges that lay before us to Mrs. Bruel’s 
farm, when we feemed to be in quite another valley. 

The mountains to the left now took a fomewhat different direction, and ran more to 
the eaft-fouth-eaft. . .e 

Proceeding farther, we came to Philip Bota’s, whofe farm lay oppofite to Tyger 
Hoek, which is fituated behind the mountains that project out from Hottentot’s Hol- 
land mountains. 

The chain of mountains which had continued from Witfenberg feemed here to turn 
off to the eaftward, and, as it were, entirely to dwindle away; but upon a clofer 
examination, it was found to extend {till farther on, and to be continued by the ridges 
of mountains which only lay fomewhat farther inwards, in connexionewith the fame ghain. 

Aftér this we pafled Clas Vogt’s Rivier, fo named from Clas Vogt, a colonift, who 
had been trampled to death by an elephant, and that in fo fhocking a manner that 
fcarcely the veltige of a bone was to be feen in his remains, . é 
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On the fame day continuing our journey, we arrived at Gert Nel’s farm near Koch- 
man’s Kloof and Rivier. ; 

Mat-ware (Matjefgoed) is the name given here to a kind of rufh that grew in the 
river, and of which mats were made, that were ufed by the hufbandmen for the tilts of 
waggons, and alfo to lie on. Thefe mats were foft and pliable, and the rufhes from 
which they were made, were a {pecies of grafs, which I called cyperus textillis, of about 
four feet and more in height, almoft as thick as a tobacco pipe, and hollow within. 

’ On the 3d we-fet out for Drofki’s farm. In this tract, as well as in the whole of 
the interior part of the country, it was faid to rain with the wind at fouth-eaft, quite the 
contrary to which is the cafe at the Cape. _ 

The farmers cultivate their farms here with their own flaves, and thefe flaves were 

—rgat.only chaftifed by their mafters for mifdemeanors and petty faults that merely 
affected the family, but alfo, in cafe of trefpaffes of a more ferious nature, by the officers 
of police belonging to the landroft. 

It fometimes happens, that on the hufbandman finding himfelf under the neceffity of 
complaining to the magiftrate of his flave, either on account of flagrant crimes com- 
mited by him, or of incurable idlenefs, or exceflive careleffnefs ; in which cafe this latcer 
takes a liking to the flave, however ftrange it may appear, the owner, nolens volens, is 
obliged to fell him. e 

November 4th, we arrived at the celebrated Jacobus Bota’s, a man who was now 
eighty-one years of age, and, from twelve fons, had a progeny of one hundred and 
ninety perfons, all alive. It is not this circumftance however, as fingular as it other- 
wife may be, that has given him fo much renown, in a country where they marry early, 
and where the population is very great, but a misfortune that befel him in one of his 
hunting expeditions. When he was forty years of age, he fhot, in a narrow pafs in a 
wood, a lion, which immediately fell, without his obferving that there were two of 
them together. The other lion rufhed immediately upon him, before he had time to 
load his piece, and not only wounded him with his fharp claws to fuch a degree that 
he fainted away, but alfo gnawed his left arm and fide, and lacefated him in fuch a 
terrible manner, that he lay for dead on the ground. The lion, that in general is 
poffeffed of too noblea fpirit to revenge itfelf ona dead man, ifnot impelled by hunger, 
left him in this fituation, fo that he was at length carried home by his fervants. His 
wife, a ftirring and active woman, immediately fetched feveral herbs, which fhe boiled 
in water, and with the decoétion daily wafhed, fomented, and bound up his wounds, 
fo that he was at laft reftored to perfe& health. He was fo much difabled however 
in this arm, that he could never afterwards handle a mufquet. He had been the firft 
fportiman in the colony, and by killing elephants and felling their teeth, had acquired 
atolerable fortune. This man informed me that, in itsinfancy, the colony had fo fmall 
ar extent, and the Hottentots in it were fo numerous, that the chriftian fettlers couldg 
not without danger venture as far as Zwellendam. At that time too the, elephants 
abounded fo much, even near the Cape, that in travelling to and from the Cape, one 

! might kill a great many of them. Thus he had often fhot four or five in a day, and 
fometimes twelve or thirteen. Twice in his life, when-he was out in purfuit of thefe 
animals, he had deftroyed with his gun twenty-two elephants each day. A good 
Aportiman always kills the elephant at one fhot, but, fhould he hit any of the fore-legs, 
fo asnto break it, fwo fhot muft be fired; the hunter always takes his aim in fuch a 
manner as that the ball fhall pafs through the lungs. The ball is always mixed with 
one third of tin, and weighs a quarter of a pound ; the piece'is in proportion to this, - 
and rather heavy. Each elephant’s tooth weighs from thirty to one hundred and thirty 
pounds, 
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pounds. They are bought up by the Dutch Company, at the rate of one guilder per 
ound, 

he The country here began to be very hilly, and abound with grafs, and at the 
fame time had a fufficient number of rivulets,*and fome wood in the clefts of the 
mountain. 

Thefe mountains, which extended from Hottentot’s Holland, now began to be 
(higher up the country) more and more low, and afterwards appeared like broken 
ridges, and at laft totally vanifhed. 

On the sth, we went to Jurgen Bota’s, who is a fon of the old man already men- 
tioned, and, paffled Blankenberg’s farm in our way to Rock’s, near Keureboom’s 
Rivier. 

Here we faw a monkey from Houtniquas wood, fomething like the /imia Sabaaz” 
The legs were all black, and the tip of the tail brown; the tefticles of the colour of 
blue ftone, or vitriol of copper. 

From hence we went to Zwellendam, and afterwards to the Company’s poft, near 
Buffel Jagt Rivier, where we refted a few days. 

‘The colony of Zwellendam, which is fubje@ to its own peculiar landroft, had been 
founded about thirty years before. It took its name from Mr. Zwellingrebel, who was 
at that time vice-governor, or®ecundu’s (Tweede), at the Cape. The firlt landroft 
here was Renius, the fecond Orack, who was ftill alive but had refigned, and the third 
was the prefent landroft, whofe name is Mentz. 

The Company’s poft had at firft been eftablifhed, for the fake of protecting thofe 
colonifts who had fettled on this fpot, and farther up in the country, in order to culti- 
vate the land’and rear cattle. It was therefore at firft laid out as a fort, and provided 
with feven men anda corporal; but, after the country came to be more inhabited, 
and the Hottentots quitted it, all thefe fortifications were found to be quite unneceffary 
and fuperfluous, Inftead of this, a grazing farm is now eftablifhed here, and the 
foldiers are srt in the wood, called Groot Vaders Bofch, or (Grand-father’s 
Wood), in felling, for the ufe of the Company, different forts of timber: for joiners- 
work, &c. of which timber a waggon load is fent to the Cape every three months, 
befides what the people of the colony, in order to affift in maintaining them, are allowed 
to carry up and fell themfelves. 

For the fervice of this farm, thofe Hottentots are ufed that ftill remain here, the 
reliques of former numerous hordes. This year I contrived to procure fome informa- 
tion concerning their mode of living, their manners, and their cuftoms, 

On the firft night of the new moon one may fee the Hottentots run about, pull off 
their hats, and courtefy. 

The ceremony is not quite laid afide of making youth, at a certain age, men; 
fom which time they are feparated from the women, and affociate only with men. 
After the youth has been befprinkled, according to cuftom, with urine, fome animal is 
killed, and its omentum, or cawl, is tied about his neck. The men never drink milk 
that has been drawn by the women. The women here have frequently a real hufband, 
and a locum tenens, or fubftitute. The men likewife often take two wives. The mar- 
riage-ceremony is frequently performed, by the bride and brideg?oom, after obtaining 
the permiffion of the parents, fleeping together till late in the morning. The dead are 
imterred in graves, over which are fet a tortoife-fhell, filled with” fome odorifefous 
powder, and three twigs of fome fhrub or other: and, after this, the company that 
‘orms the proceflion makes merry. Of game that has been hunted and killed, no one 
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is fuffered to eat before he is invefted with the dignity of man; nor muft man and 
wife eat any part of this animal’s heart, or pericardium. 

The.Hottentots, at prefent, eat their meat either roafted, or elfe boiled in a pot 
in the ordinary way ; but not long ago, before they had got veffels of this kind from 
the Europeans, they ufed to put their meat into leathern bags, filled with water, and 
afterwards threw in red-hot ftones, which, by their heat, caufed the water to boil. 

The Hottentots ufe bows and arrows, not only for their defence againft their enemies, 
but likewife for the purpofe of killing wild beafts; but at prefent they have rarely 
need to employ them on either of thefe occafions. The bow is a round itick of about 
an. inch thick, and fomething more than two feet long, and is bent by a finew. The 
arrow is made by a kind of reed or cane, as thick as a goofe-quill, and fearcely a foot 

—sleng, to the end of which is faftened, with a fine ftring or finew, an iron point, fhaped 
like a lancet, which is befmeared with the poifon of ferpents. Several of thefe arrows 
are kept in a quiver, which is of the thicknefs of a man’s arm, dnd about two feet in 
length, with a lid at the top, that turns upon hinges of leather. 

Rabekin is a mufical inftrument, fomething like a guitar, made of a calabafh and a 
narrow board, with three or four ftrings, which may be ftretched or relaxed at plea- 

,fure, by means of fcrews. On this inftrument the Hottentots play with their fingers. 

Kora was a wind inftrument, which, however, was¢eldom ufed. 

A mountain called Potteberg, was feen directly oppofite the farm, near the fea-fhore, 
which was faid to be about twenty-four miles diftant. 

A curious grafshopper, of a reddifh colour, of the clafs of bemiptere, was feen in 
great numbers, fecking its food on the bufhes.’ When taken, it preffed out from 
beneath a fheath that lay under its breaft, a flimy, frothy fluid, like foap lather, which 
covered both the infe& and the fingers of the captor. This was repeated as often as 
the liquid was wiped off with a linen rag. From the manner in which this animal 
endeavours to liberate itfelf, I called it gryllus /pumans. The Larvas, or half-grown 
grafshopper, or the fpecies called pneumora, were feen in the greateft abundance, both 
here and elfewhere, on the bufhes; but in the day-time, neither Iflor any of my com- 
panions @buld find one of them in a perfe€t ftate and winged, which aftonifhed me 
much. - 

Reeboks, Rietboks (capra), and Bonteboks (capra fcripta), frequented much thefe 
hilly and verdant fields. In thefe antelopes both fexes are furnifhed with horns ; and 
the young Bonteboks are at firft of a reddifh-brown colour, but, in time, become 
{potted with white, though, ‘on account of the opennels of the country and the fhynefs 
of the animal, it is dificult to get within gun-fhot of the Bontebok, yet we were 
lucky enough to fhoot one. It is always dangerous to come near one of thefe creatures 
when fhot, becaufe, if he is not quite dead, he makes ufe of his horns, and may put 
the huntfman in danger of his life. 


Here, too, | had an opportunity of obferving a curious fact. It happens fometimes, 


that when a duck is fhot in any of the rivulets, it either immediately difappears, and is 


feen no more, or it is found again with its feet eaten off. This is done by the water-. 


turtle that inhabit thefe waters, which prey, not only on the larger ducks, but alfo on 
their young, which they feize by the leg. 

. On the roth, pafling by Peter Bota’s farm, called Rietkuyl, we croffed Kerremelk’s 
and Slange rivers to the Widow Fore, near Duyvenhoek’s Rivier. . 

In the whole tract of country through which we had paffed all the way trom Hex 
Rivier, I obferved that the banks of all the rivers were planted with the very prickly 
tree called mimofa nilotica. 
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The mountains, which extended from a projecting point at Zwellendam, ran now 
in the direétion of due eaft and weft. : 
On the 11th of November, having taken an early leave of our worthy hoftefs, we 
went down to Duyvenhoek’s River, which was at a fhort diftance from the farm. The 
late rains had filled this rivulet, fo as to make it dangerous to crofs. The rivulets of 
this country, however, have ufually fome fhallow places, where, even in the greateft 
flood, one may crofs them with waggon and oxen. To fhew us one of thefe drifts, .as 
they are called, our hoftefs had been fo kind as to fend a flave with us; but, as he 
neither underftood nor fpoke Dutch, he was obliged to communicate his inftrudtions to 
us by figns, which, either from ignorance or malice, he entirely perverted, as he pointed 
out to us a circular track over the river to the right, which we ought to have taken to 
the left. I, who was the moft courageous of any of the company, and in the whelr— 
courfe of the journey was conftantly obliged to go on before and head them, now alfo, 
without a moment’s confideration, rode plump into the river, till, in a moment, I fank 
with my horfe into a large and deep fea-cow hole, upto my cars. This would undoubt- 
edly have proved my grave, if my horfe had not by good luck been able to fwim ; and 
I, who have always had the good fortune to poffels myfelf in the greateft dangers, had 
not, with the greateft calmnefs and compofure, Bee the animal, (which floundered . 
about violently in the water,) apd kept myfelf faft in the faddle, though continually 
lifted up by the ftream. After having patfed over this hole, 1 was likewife fuccefsful 
in my attempts to get fafe out of it, though, the edges of thefe holes are in general ver 
fteep, infomuch that they feldom afford one a fure footing. Holes of this kind, hice 
the Hippopotamus treads out for its refting-place, occur in a great many rivers, though 
the animal itfelf perhaps is no longer to be found there, but has either been fhot, or 
made to fly to fome other more fecure retreat. All this time my fellow-travellers ftood 
frightened on the oppofite bank and aftonifhed, without daring to truft themfelves to an 
element that appeared to them fo full of danger. However, as foon as I had got off my 
horfe, and let the water drain of from me a little, I ordered my Hottentots to drive acrofs 
. the river, according ta better direétion that I gave them, after which the others lowed. 

Thad the greateft reafon to be thankful to the Divine goodnefs, which had f¥lerved 
me in this imminent danger, and the more fo, as it happened on the anniverfary of the 
day on which I came into the world thirty years before. 

After our waggons were brought over the water, I did rfot allow myfelf time to 
change my clothes, as I muft have been at the pains of unpacking my trunks; but we 
continued our journey the whole day without the farther interruption, and paffing by 
Chriftopher Lombart’s farm, went to another farm belonging to Daniel Plaifir, where 
we arrived before evening, and were kindly received. 

Here my firlt care was to examine my pocket-book, watch, and other things fubject 
to be damaged by the water, ° 

“A kind of corvus (or crow), called Spreuw, was found both here and in feveral other 
places in great plenty. It was lefs than a black-bird, and black, with a white rump: this 
bird always accompanied the larger cattle and the fheep, efpecially in the mornings and 
evenings, before they are driven out to field, and after their return, Its occupation 
was to pick away the infeéts (acari), which, dropping from the bufhgs upon the animals, 
and biting deep into their fkins, ftick very faft to them, and occafion them great*pain, 

This bird is very wild and fhy, fo that when it obferves anybody Heian it, it ig. 
mediately flies away, and with many cries warns the others, which inftantly take wing, 
and endeavour to fave themfelves by flight. This bird is faid to make its neft in the 
fides of the rivers and brooks, for which purpofe it digs holes in their banks. 
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Thefe acari which teazed the cattle were not lefs troublefome to our horfes. Fre- 
quently, while I was riding through the thickets, for the purpofe of gathering flowers 
and feeds in thefe places, my horfe, and particularly his head, was fo thickly covered 
by thefe blood-fuckers, that neither his ears nor any other part of him could be feen, 
and I was fometimes obliged to make my Hottentots free him from thefe troublefome 
guefts, before they had time to enter too deeply into the fkin. : 

On the 12th we went to Clas Bruyn’s farm, and on the 13th, to Peter de Wett’s. 

The whole of this tract produced aloe-trees in abundance, which in fome places en- 
tirely covered the hills and the fides of the mountains, where they appeared at a diftance 
like a numerous army. The trees are of the height of a man, with their ftems quite 
bare below, and a crown at the top of broad, thick, and flefhy leaves. 

I obferved every where the flaves bufy in tapping and preparing gum-aloe, the virtues 
or which in medicine are well known. De Wett, the owner of the farm, was the firft 
that prepared the gum in this country, for which reafon he was faid to have the exclufive 
privilege of delivering and felling it at a certain price to the Company. 

Several farmers have fince learned the art of preparing it, and at prefent frequently 
fell it at the Cape to ftrangers at lefs than half this price. 

The mode of preparing it is quite plain and fimple. It confifts, in the ufual phrafe of 
the peafants, in the tapping or the drawing off the juice, and boiling it. The tapping 
may be performed at all times in the year; but during,* and immediately after, the rainy 
feafon, the leaves yield a more copious but thinner juice. Thofe days that are calm and 
clear are chiefly feleéted for the operation of tapping, as windy weather fhrinks the leaf, 
fo that lefs juice is produced, and it hardens toofoon. On this work, for the moft part, 
either flaves or Hottentots are employed. A leaf is firft cut off, and laid on the bare 
ground to ferve for a channel, upon which feveral other cut leaves are afterwards placed 
oneach fide, with the large end inwards, and over thefe ss at others, to the amount of 
a dozen or more, fo that the juice drips from them into the hollow of the firft leaf. The 
leaves which were cut off not too clofe to the trunk were not cut into {maller pieces ; as, 
according to what the farmers afferted, they would not yield the more juice on that ac- _ 
count. gin this manner feveral heaps of leaves are laid one after the other, as falt as they 
can be cut off. When the juice ceafes running the leaves are taken away, and the juice 
is poured into calabafhes, which here, as well as in many other places, are ufed by the 
poor as bottles. The greateft quantity of juice that can be thus colleéted by a man in 
one day is a large calabafh or {mall pail-full. The juice is afterwards boiled down at 
home in Englifh iron pots, to fuch a confiftence, that it will run off a ftick that is put into 
it. All impurities that {wim on the top of the liquor are tkimmed of in the boiling. 
The juice thus boiled down to one half, is then poured out into wooden boxes, in which 
it afterwards grows hard. The juice yields generally one-third of folid gum, and each 
box weighs from three to five hundred-weight, each pound of which is fold to foreign 
nations for three, or four, and: fometimes two, ftivers. 

On the 15th we proceeded on our journey to Daniel Pinard’s, acrofs Goud’s Rivier. 

* This river is one of the largeft in this country. Its banks on the weftern fide were ex- 
tremely fteep. The farm was fituated on the other fide on a tolerably high hill. This 
ftream runs far up into the country, and confequently is fupplied with water from the 
mountains, which aré at the diftance of feveral days’ journey from hence, and which 

= border upon partiqular traéts that, at certain times of the year, are deluged by heavy 

fhowers of rain, accompanied with thunder. From fuch a caufe this river may be very - 
fuddenly filled, and rife to a great height, at the fame time that at this place there thall 
: ; be 
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be the fineft weather imaginable. And for the fame reafon this river is extremely dan- 
gerous, fo that the traveller ought not to take up his quarters too near its banks, nor 
in the low-lands adjacent to it. The water now came up to our horfes’ faddles. 

This day we proceeded as far as to Didelof’s farm. 

On the 16th, we rode paft feveral eftates, fuch as thofe of Dirk Marcus, Bernard 
the fon, and the younger Plant, and haftened on to Mufclebay, to a delightfully 
fituated farm belonging to old Bernard. 3 

The harbour here is very large, but no fhips ever make it, except they are obliged 
fo to do by ftrefs of weather. : ‘ 

A Danith ship, called the Kron Prinfefs, commanded by Captain Swenfinger, was 
ftranded here and loft, and the remains of it were even at this time to be feen. 

On the 18th, after having, in the courfe of the day that we refted there, vifited 
the fea-coaft and its fandy hills, which in all probability was formerly occupied in gréat 
numbers by Damaquas Hottentots, we rode paft Clafs Meyer’s and Jacobus Tunniffon 
Bota’s eftates, and returned to Dirk Marcus near Hagelkraal, an old man and great 
elephant-hunter. 

‘Thongs made of the hides of animals were every where ufed by the farmers inftead 
of cords and ropes, both for the tackling of waggons and other purpofes. Here we 
faw thefe thongs made pliable and fit for ufe, by greafing them, and rubbing them 
brifkly againit a tree. 

On the 19th, we travelled up towards the mountains, and into Hartequas Kloof, to 
a refting place called Groote Paarde Kraal, where we, for the firft time in the courfe 
of this journey, took our night’s lodging in the open air. . 

On the cote we examined diligently the mountains that furrounded us on all fides, 
and in the afternoon, continued our route through Hartequas Kloof to Zaffraam Kraal, 
when we got into a more plain and level country, called Canna Land, by fome Canaan’s 
Land, and at the fame time pafled the heights of Canna (Cannas Hoogte). 

Here what I had heard before, was confirmed to me, viz. that feveral Ceraali oftriches 
lay their eggs in one neft; and that, if any one touches their eggs, the birds, that 
difcover this by the fmell, never lay any more eggs in the fame place; lyt, if the 
eggs fhould chance to be left behind, trample them to pieces under their feet. 

On the aift, we pafled Aker Hein’s farm, and took up our quarters in the evening 
near Klipp Rivier. The land between the mountains was many times broader than 
Roode Zand, very dry like the Carrow, and much higher than Houtniquas Land, 
that lay on the other fide of it. 

That piece of land, which lay on the other fide of the mountains to the left, was 
called Kankou. 

On the 22d, crofling Brack Rivier and Matjes Drift, and going through Matjes 
Kloof, where Lange Kloof begins, we rode paft Helbeck’s farm te Van Stade’s. 

Here we obferved on the plain, high and Jong, diftinét and feparate, mountains, 
which had the fame direction as the large chain of mountains before-mentioned. 
ers the 23d, we pafled Buy’s eftate in our way to Gert van Roijen’s, near Diep 

vier. 

The mountains which here formed Lange Kloof, were, to the right, the long range 
of mountains fpoken of above, and, to the left, a conneéted rldge which began near 
Matjes Kloof, and was lower than the long chain of mountains thgt lay by the fide of « 
it, and whofe tops could plainly be difcovered. The land which lay on the other* fide 
of the laft-mentioned low ridge, and the higher ridge, is called Carmenaflie, a tract of 
and, which is likewife already peopled by the induitrious colonifts. The country be- 

4 hind | 


64 THUNBERG’S ACCOUNT OF THE CAPE OF GOOD HOPE. 


hind that higher range of mountains is a poor, flat, and dry Carrow-ficld, which 
borders on the Eaftern Olyfant’s Rivier. : 

The mountains in general {tretched eaft-north-eaft. 

On the 24th, we arrived at Tunis Bota’s farm. Here the ridge of mountains, 
over which we paffed to the left, divided and formed a vale, where nothing but 
ridges of mountains lay before us, and which was not more than about two ntufquet- 
fhot in breadth. The vale which we left to the right, goes to Houtniquas mountains, 
over which one may get on horfeback to Houtniquas woods, 

Proceeding on our journey we paffed on to Hans Olofson’s farm: here wasa carriage 
road that led to Camenaffie Land, and Olyfant’s warm bath. 

On the 25th, we rode farther on in Lange Kloof to Mat Zondag’s. : 

The land in Lange Kloof is bare, and without any fhrubs or buthes, but abounds 

much in grafs. ; 

The cold in winter is very fevere in this vale, and {now fometimes falls here which 
lies on the ground three or four days. 

As the year before I had pretty narrowly examined this fpot, and had gathered the 
few plants that grew upon it, I was now determined to climb up to the higheft fum- 
mits of the mountains, in order to obferve the direGtion in which they ran; but I 
could not poflibly have had a better reward for my pains, than the glorious profpect 
that now lay before me, in which a tra€t of mountains of a great many léagues (as it 
appeared to me) in breadth, divided into feveral ridges, with their intervening vales, 
was extended, like a map, before my eyes, and fhewed me plainly that the greateft 
part of the road I had travelled lay over various ridges of mountains, and along va- 
rious dales, on a confiderable breadth of hilly country, where many thoufands of men, 
and millions of other animals, find both food and fhelter; while, on the other hand, 
the more plain and level land, in this fouthernmoft part of Africa, for want of water, 
can feldom exhibit a fingle quadruped, or afford water to one folitary bird. 

I alfo obferved, that the ranges of mountains to the eaftward,. diverged more and 
more from each other, fo that thofe that lay to the left, the farther they went into the 
country, the more eafterly was their direction. 

Want of houfe furniture, and a turn for oaconomy, had induced the hufbandmen 
here to make lanterns out of calabafhes, which was done by cutting feveral holes in 
them. 

On the 26th, we fet out for Peter Frere’s, a bold and daring fportfman, and one 
of the beft elephant-hunters in the country ; a man who fpoke the Hottentot language 
fluently. 

Oppofite to this {pot ended the Camenaffie country, and a waggon road went from 
thence acrofs the mountains. 

In all this tra€t of country, no other bufinefs was carried on than that of grazing ; 
and a great quantity of butter was fent from @ence to town, where the farmer received 
no more than from three to fix ftivers per pound, although it ftands the Company in 
as much as two fhillings. 

The hufbandman, on his journey to and from the Cape, refts in the day, and travels 
in the cool of the night; but we were obliged to do jut the reverfe of this, if we 
withed to collet any piants and other things which conitituted the whole objec of our 
vexpedition. ‘We took care therefore to turn our oxen out to grafs at night, at every 
place’ where it could be done with fafety. Thus, one evening here, we had turned 
our oxen out to graze in the plain, but not far from the farm. The evening was 
darker than ufual: the dogs made a terrible noife, and the whole herd of oxen thronged 

towards 
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towards the houfe, without our being able, as the night was fo dark, to go to their 
afiftance with fire-arms. In the morning, we found that the cattle had been purfued 
by a tyger-wolf (Ayana maculata), and that one of our oxen had been bit in the groin, 
and a portion of the fkin, fix inches broad, had been torn away ; but that the in- 
teftines did not hang out, nor were they otherwife hurt. The hyzna is a bold and 
ravenous animal, which frequently eats the faddie from under-the traveller’s head, and 
the fhoes from off his feet, while he lies fleeping in the open air. When one of thefe 
creatures gets into a fheep-fold, it not only commits great havock amongit the fheep, 
but terrifies them to fuch a degree, that they run all together in a heap, and fqueeze 
each other to death: 

On the 27th, having paffed Stephanus Frere’s, we came to Matthew Streidung’s; 
and, on the 28th, to Peter Nyckert’s, and afterwards to Andrew de Pre’s. 

Elandboks (capra orcas) were fometimes to be met with and fhot in the mountains. 
This goat is as large as a middle-fized horfe, and its flefh has an agreeable tafte. The 
tongue, however, which, when falted and dried, is frequently carried up to the Cape 
for fale, is reckoned {till more delicious, and is not inferior to a rein deer’s tongue. 
This goat was faid not to butt with his horns, when wounded, as the Bonteboks and 
Gefmeboks es oryx) do. 

T faw the kid caught of a very {mall and extremely fcarce goat, called Orebi (capra 
monticola). Tt was of a brown colour, {carcely larger than a cat, and very handfome. 

‘This animal was faid to inhabit the plains in Lange Kloof; and, it was afferted, that 
neither fex have horns, though, it is highly piokable, that thesmale has, 

Kouka lay direétly oppofite on the left hand, and was a narrow piece of land be. 
tween the mountains, which was already invaded by the colonifts, although it was fo 
fmall as to have only two farms on it. ” 

I was every where told, that this extenfive country came more and more under the 
dominion of the Dutch colonifts, to whom the Hottentots were conftantly obliged to 
give way, and retire farther into the country. The Dutch always took poffeffion at 
* firft of the beft and moft fertile parts of the land, in the wider valleys, leaving to the 
Hottentots, for a little while longer, the inferior traéts, between mountains, in the nar- 
rower vales, till, at length, the poor favages were driven even out of thefe, and ob- 
liged entirely to quit their native plains. . 

On the 29th we arrived, towards evening, at Thomas Frere’s, after a very trouble- 
fome day’s journey. The toads were very flippery and heavy, in confequence of the 
great rains that had fallen; and the rivulets that ran in the middle of the valley, and 
which we were feveral times obliged to crofs, were of an unufual depth, fo that the 
proper place for fording them could not always be found. This occafioned my driver, 
unfortunately for me, to mifs the right path, and he drove fo deep into the river, that 
the water rofe up to the middle of the qt, and wetted my plants, both dried and* 
frefh, my infeéts, clothes, &c. quite through ; fo that, ‘when we arrived at the farm at 
night, I was obliged to look over, with incredible pains, and dry before the fire, a great 
multiplicity of articles, many of which, however, were quite {poiled. I alfo now tra- 
velled in the cart myfelf, as my horfe had loft much flefh, and was fo much wearied by 
the journey, that I had been obliged to leave him behind at the lat farm. The water 
not only came up to my middle in the cart, but the bottom of the river likewife was full 
of mud, which was ftirred up by the wheels, and which was fo thick” and heavy, tat 
it was with the greateft difficulty that the oxen could drag the cart through. 

On the day following, being the 30th, we proceeded to Effebofch, a pretty little 


neat wood which has acquired its name from the large trees Eeffenboom, (or afh-trees, 
Fbecheroia 
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Ekebergia capenfis), that grew here; the leaf of which greatly refembles that of the En- 
ropean ath (fraxinus). Large fig-trees, too, (ficus capenfis) the fruit of which is eaten 
by the baboons, grew here in abundance. As there was no farm as yet laid out here- 
abouts, we took up our night’s lodging in the open air, at the fide of a few buthes, and 
our faddles ferved us for pillows. ; 

On the 1ft of December, we went down Krommie Rivier country, which takes its 
name from Krommie Rivier (the Crooked River), that runs meandring through it. 
This valley is nothing but a continuation of Lange Kloof; but finks lower by degrees, 
and is likewife narrower, being fometimes no more than a gun-fhot in breadth. It has 
{carcely any level ground ; but flopes off entirely from the mountains on each fide to 
the middle, where the fmaller ftreams that run down from thefe mountains are colleéct- 

5 and form a large river. 

Lange Kloof and Kromme Rivier, in which there are at prefent but few of the an- 
cient inhabitants remaining, were formerly, in all probability, inhabited by the Hey- 
kom Hottentots, in great numbers. ; 

At the end of this valley, to the right, the heads of the mountains began to ap- 
proach clofer to each other, and to be lower, till, at length, they quite difappeared, 
without reaching to the fea-fhore. The mountains, too, were bent out of their courfe 
in fuch a manner on each fide, that they now chiefly ftretched towards the fouth-eaft. 

We rode paft Vermak’s eftate, where Lange Kloofs and Kromme Rivier mountains 
came to an abfolute termination on the left; and the country now appeared very broad 
between the fea-fhore and that chain of mountains which extended {till farther to the 
left, paft Olyfant’s warm bath: in this manner, that both the mountains to the right, 
and thofe to the left, which had hitherto extended from Bokke-veld, now came to a 
termination ; and, to the left, were only feen the Olyfant mountains, ftretching about 
eaft-north-eaft, within which there were a few ranges of mountains that ran moftly eatt 
or north-eaft, but were of no great extent. 

So that the Olyfant mountains were feen to continue their courfe ; but of thefe, fe- 
veral ridges were plainly difcerned, which at laft terminated gradually in fingle points. 
The neareft vifible range to the left is called Zeeko Riviers-berg, and comes to a ter- 
mination near [faac Meyer’s farm, where we afterwards arrived. Behind it, was feen 
another ridge, called Meulen Riviers Mountain, which terminated near Kok’s farm, 
where we ftaid and refted ourfelves feveral days, as this farm was almoft the farther. 
moft of the colony on this fide. Behind the laft-mentioned ridge, another was feen to 
peep out farther on, which was called Kabeljaw Riviers-berg, and was terminated by 
the river of the fame name. : 

Zeeko (or Sea-cow) River, which at a fmall diftance from the farm runs into the 
fea, is, in the part near the fea, tolerably well fupplied with fifh. The fifhes found in 
this and other rivers all come up from the {a ; higher up, fith are feldom to be met 
with in the rivers of this part of Africa; fo that there is no fifhing carried on at the 
mouths of the rivers, and then it is done with nets, and by thofe only whofe farms lie 
near the fhore. One day, when my landlord’s fons went down to the fea-fhore a fifh- 
ing with a few Hottentots, l'accompanied them thither for the purpofe of botanizing. 
The river was very bioad here, it is true, but fo choaked up with fand-banks that ‘had 
been caft up from the fea, that when one went into it, the water did not come up higher 
thaa one’s middle. I walked about for feveral hours quite naked, as well for the fake 
of bathing, as of éollecting infeéts and fhrubs that grew there on the banks, with nothing 
but a handkerchief about my waift, not fufpecting that the fun-beams would have had 
any bad effect upon me. But, in a fhort time, I fownd that all that part of my body 

which 
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which was above the water, was red and inflamed. ‘This diforder increafed to fuch'a 
degree, that I was obliged to keep my bed for feveral days, and could not even bear a 
fine calico fhirt on my body (efpecially over my fhoulders, which were the parts moft 
expofed to the fun’s rays), till I had anointed myfelf with cream, in order to lubricate 
my parched fkin. 

The fields here abounded in grafs, and, confequently, were proper for the rearing 
of horned cattle, which, with butter, were the only articles they could difpofe of at 
the Cape. 

“They churned here almoft every day, and the butter-milk, which was very feldom 
confumed by the cattle, formed rivulets, as it were, in the places where it had been 
thrown out. : 

The Hottentots in this farmer’s fervice were numerous; among thefe, the girls that 
were employed in churning were obliged to wafh themfelves, and keep themfelves clean, 
at leaft their hands and arms. 

A curious and handfome fpecies of Bulfinch (Langftaart Loxia Macroura, the long- 
tailed grofs-beak of Latham) was found all over thefe fields, efpecially in fuch places 
as were boggy, or overgrown with rufhes. It refembles the goldfinch in its red velvet 
fummer-dreis, in which the cock at this time of the year was fplendidly attired ; but 
differed much from that bird by its long tail, which was much longer than its body. 
In winter the cock is grey, as the hen, who has not a long tail, is all the year round. 
It was curious to fee this bird fly, with its long dependent tail that feemed to weigh it 
down, infomuch that it could never fly {traight erwards but always zigzag up and 
down. In windy weather its flight was much impeded by the length of its tail, fo that 
it could not direé& its courfe at will, but was frequently thrown out of its direétion. 
Its flow flight (the heavieft I ever faw in the bird kind) made it eafy to fhoot; and 
when it rained, as well as in windy weather, one might almoft catch it with one’s 
hands. 

The Hottentots that live hereabouts, and even thofe that are in the fervice of the 
Europeans, intermarry without any ceremony or regularity. A woman too, here, has 
fometimes a hufband and a fubftitute. If a married Hottentot at any time goes ona 
journey, his wife may in his abfence marry another, a circumftance that happehed to 
my driver, who, on his return home, with all that he had earned in his expedition, 
found himfelf a widower. 

Laft year I had feen at different places, that the Hottentots who have no horfes, made 
ufe of draught oxen for riding and carrying burdens; and I now had an opportunity to 
learn how thefe oxen were broke in. - An ox that is defigned for riding muft be accuf- 
tomed to bear its rider a few weeks after it is calved, for which purpofe firft a tkin is 
tied over its back, with which it is turned into the field along with the cow. After. 
wards little Hottentot bays are fet upon ig back, and when the animal is thus broke in 
a little, another calf, quite a novice, is tied faft to its fide, in order to tame it the better. 
This calf-riding, which was always done galloping, was entertaining enough,’ and the 
fport generally ended in the calf throwing its rider. 

A fmall grey fpecies of grafshopper (mantis faufta) was found both here and at 
othét places, which has obtained the name of the Hottentots god, and is fuppofed to be 
worfhitpped by them. I could not perceive any reafon for this fuppofition, but it cer-. 
tainly was held in fome degree of efteem; fo that they did not Wilingly hurt it? and 
deemed that perfon or creature fortunate on which it fettled, though without paying it 
any fort of adoration. 

VOL. XVI. - ° As 
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As water-turtle are found here, I caught one for the fake of the blood, with a view 
of trying its virtues againft the poifon of ferpents, as likewife to keep by me for occa- 
fional ufe. A very fmall quantity of blood was procured from a turtle that was not 
larger than the palm of one’s hand. After the head was cut off, and the blood had 
tun out, the ferum was feparated, and the red part that fwam at top, was dried upon 
paper, when it {caled off and turned black. 

As the fpecies of palm called the bread-tree (zamia Caffra) was found in thefe parts, 
we looked for the fruit, which is very fearce, and gathered the feeds. Certain trees 
produce only male flowers, in a large cone without feeds, and other trees again yield a 
fimilar cone, as large as a man’s head, with genuine feeds. To the under part of the 
fcales of the male cone are fixed an infinite number of anther, which burit, and con- 

“ain a white toughifh pollen. On the female cone, feeds, as large as jordan almonds 
with the thells on, are contained between the fcales, furrounded with a reddith pulp, 
which is good to eat. The fruit {prang out of the very top of the palm, frequently 
before there was time for the ftem to be formed above the furface of the earth. The 
feed was fuppofed to come up beft after being planted out, if it was covered with ftyaw, 
which was to be fet on fire, and burnt down clofe to the ground; or if the feed was 
previoufly fteeped in warm water. 

In the whole of the extenfive tract of country which we had traverfed, from Roode 
Zand to Camtous Rivier, populous as it now is, not a church is to be found. The 
farmers indeed had requefted to have one, and, although all the reft of the clergy, as 
well in the town as in the country, are paid by the Company, had offered to pay the 
clergyman themfelves, provided the church were ereéted in the middle of the colony, 
a place moft convenient for them all; propofals likewife had been given in for this pur- 
pofe, and even permiffion afked for them to build one at their own expence near Kaf- 
ferkuyls Rivier, by which place moft of them mutt pafs in their journey to the Cape : 
but this well-meant and pious undertaking had been now for feveral years without fuc- 
cels, owing to the oppofition of the landroft and a few of his neighbours, who withed 
to have the new chuch built near his refidence of Zwellendam, although it lies at one 
end of an extenfive colony. 

Our landlord was an elderly man, and born in Europe: he was one of the keeneft 
{portsmen in the country, and had made long journeys at various times into the interior 
par of the coaft of Caffraria, in order to thoot elephants, by the fale of whofe teeth he 

ad acquired a tolerable fortune, and had finally fixed his abode here in a pleafant 
and advantageous fpot. He related to me upon his honour feveral circumftances to 
which he had been an eye-witnefs, and which a traveller is fo very feldom fortunate 
enough to have an opportunity of feeing himfelf. Once, for inftance, when he was out 
a hunting, having obferved a fea-cow (Aippopotamus amphibius) that had gone a little 
way up from a neighbouring river, in order to calve; he, with his fuite, lay ftill and 
concealed in the buthes, till the calf made its appearance, when one of them fired, and 
thot the mother dead on the {pot ; the Hottentots, who imagined that after this they 
could catch the calf alive, immediately ran out of their hiding-place to lay hold of it, 
but, though there were feveral of them, the new-born calf, which was {till wet and flip- 
pery, got away from them, and made the belt of its way to the river, without having 
-revioully received any inftru@ions from its mother, either relative to the way it fhould 
takes or to this moft natural means of faving itfelf. He alfo told me that the female 
elephant always kneels in the aét of copulation, and that therefore the male can never 
line her, excepting when fhe is hot. Concerning lions, the mode of hunting them, 
their nature and manners, he knew much from his experience ; and J took the more 
I pains 
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pains to procure information relative to thefe matters, as I now had defigned to wander 
for a long time through a country where the fky would be my only canopy, and-an 
open plain, inhabited by wild beafts, my lodging ; and as at the fame time I was very 
fenfible that it was of no little fervice to a traveller to be acquainted with the nature and 
difpofition of the wild beafts, which he is carefully to avoid. ; 

A lion may lie in a buth without moving when a man is pafling by, fo that the man 
feems only to take no notice of it. It may likewife perhaps ftart up, without doing any 
harm, if the man do but ftand {till, and not take to his legs. A hungry lion, however, 
is much more dangerous, and lefs merciful; yet it is not fond of attacking a man, at 
leaft it is very nice in the choice of its prey, fo that it prefers a dog to an ox, and had 
much rather‘eat a Hottentot than a chriftian, perhaps becaufe the Hottentot, being be- 
fmeared, always ftinks, and becaufe, as he never ufes falt or fpices, the juices of his ~ 
body are not fo acrid. It likewife rather attacks a Hottentot or flave than buffalo-beef 
that is hanging up; thus it happened to our landlord one night, that the lion paffed 
through the buthes where beef of this kind was hung up in order to feize a fleepin, 
Hottentot. In a wood, to climb up into a tree is a fure way of avoiding the lion, but 
not the tiger, which frequently, when warmly purfued by the hounds, runs up-into a 
tree, and finds a fafe afylum there. On meeting a lion, one ought never to run away, 
but ftand ftill, pluck up courage, and look it ftern in the face. If a lion lies ftill vith 
out wagging its tail, there is no danger, but if it makes any motion with its tail, then it 
is hungry, and you are in great danger. If you are fo fituated that there is a pit be- 
tween the lion and yourfelf, you may then fire oa it, as it will not venture acrofs the 
pit, neither will it purfue any one up an height. 

In proportion as the farmers have cleared the land, and laid out farms in the interior 
parts of the country, the lion and other fierce anienls have neceffarily been put to flight 
and deftroyed. This our hoft knew not long fince by woeful experience, but now. 
lived in fome degree of fecurity with refpect to his flocks and herds, The lion is pof- 
fefled of fuch immenfe ftrength, that he will not only attack an ox of the largett fize, 

~ but will very nimbly throw it over its fhoulders, and leap over a fence four eet high 
with it, although at the fame time the ox’s legs hang dangling on the ground. No 
animal is eafier to extirpate than the lion, notwithftanding its great ftrength, agility, and 
fagacity. After having difcovered by the track, how many lions there are in the troop, 
the fame number of mufquets are placed on the fpot whither it is fuppofed that the lion 
will come; after this a piece of carrion is tied to a ftrong cord, whichis faftened to the 
trigger of one of thefe guns; the inftant that the lion touches the carrion, the gun goes 
off, which is fo placed as to {hoot the beaft through the head. The other lions that 
are prefent are fo far from being fcared away by the report, that it may happen that one 
of them fhall go towards the fmoke, aud fix its claws into the difcharged gun, and all 
the reft, one after the other, fall before the other guns, infomuch that fometimes thé 
whole troop is deftroyed in one night. But fhould a lion chance to be only wounded, 
and not killed on one of thefe occafions, he will never more approach a {pring-gun, and 
the lion thus wounded will attack a man without being impelled to it by hunger. 

The hoof-diftemper began now, as the heat of the fummer increafed, to appear 
amongft the horned cattle, and fome of my Englifh fellow-travellzrs’ team were affect- 
ed with it, infomuch that he was obliged to exchange them for others that appeared 
to be healthier. * 

My oxen had no other complaint than hunger, and they were fo emaciated and 
worn out, that it would feem as if no diftemper could lay hold on their lean ribs and 
imall fhanks, In the mean-time, after our cattle were refted, we fet out to continue 

Oo 2 our 
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our route as far as the mountains called the Snow Mountains. And as the country 
through which we were to pafs afterwards was either inhabited by Hottentots only, or 
quite uninhabited, we refolved to take with us fome Hottentots as interpreters, guides, 
and guards, and at the fame time to lay in a fmall ftock of provifion. 

Our worthy hoftefs, therefore, put up for us a parcel of wheat-bifcuits. a few loaves 
of wheaten bread, and a {mall tub of butter, and likewife killed a large fheep, which 
was falted, and fewed up in its own fkin. 

The Hottentot language is not every where the fame, but has very different dialeéts ; 
all of them, however, are commonly pronounced with a kind of fmack, or clacking 
of the organs of fpeech. This clacking I obferved to be made in three different ways, 
which renders it almoft impoffible for the Europeans to {peak it properly, although 


~~their children, who have been brought up among thofe of the Hottentots, learn to 


fpeak it fluently. The firft of thefe modes of clacking is the denta/, in which the tip 
of the tongue is ftruck againft the teeth. The fecond is the palatial, when the noife 
is made by the tongue ftriking againft the palate. The third, or guttural, is the moft 
difficult of all, and performed quite low down in the throat, with the very root of 
the tongue. Thefe clackings are the more difficult to perform, as they muft be made 
at the very inftant of uttering the word, and not before nor after. They occur not 
only in the beginning, but likewife in the middle of a word; and fometimes two clack- 
ings occur in a word of two or three fyllables. When feveral Hottentots fit converf- 
ing together, the found is very like the clacking of fo many geefe. That the pronun- 
ciation of the language is troublefome to them, was very evident to me, from the 
gefticulations they made, and from the circumftance that they wearied their lips. They 
could talk, however, with a tobacco-pipe in their mouths, but in very fhort fentences 
only. The language of the Caffre@M ebferved was much eafier, and was {poken with 
much lefs clacking, which was heard in fome few words only, - 

So that the inhabitants of this fouthernmoft promontory of Africa have a regular 
language; but, in other refpects, are fo rude and uncultivated as to have no letters, 
nor any method of writing or delineating them, either on paper, in wood, or on ftone. 
It is in vain, therefore, to feek for any kind of learning, or any antique records, 
among them; and few nations in the world, perhaps, are lefs enlightened than they. 
Thus too the Hottentots could not name in their language feveral things in ufe, 
among the colonifts, fuch as bafon, the bow of a yoke for draught oxen, a kettle, to- 
bacco, &c. 

As I was fometimes, for feveral weeks together, among the Hottentots, out of the 
bounds of the-colony, I was obliged to learn fomething of their language ; and, the 
better to recolleét what I had learned, 1 formed a {mall vocabulary, and, with three 
different marks, diftinguifhed the three ufual clackings ; of which the dental is marked 
with the letter a, the palatial with a, and the guttural with 4. 

Kolbe has a long lift of words in the Hottentot language; and Profeffor Sparrman 
has even given us feveral dialects of it: and, as fome part of what I have taken down 
differs from theirs, I have here annexed it, for the ufe of thofe that are curious on the 


, fubject of languages. 


1 _ — KolISE 6 _ — KRUBI 

25 — Ka MSE 7 _ — GNa TIGNa 
3 —_ — ARUSE 8s oo — GNINKA 

4 _— — GNa Tol! 9 _ — TUMINKMA 
5 _ — METUKa Bae) _ — GOMATSE 


tae 2 Dog 
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Dog 

Bitch 

Flea 

Milk 

Bread 

Give bread 

Butter 

Good day 

Hemp 

Fire 

Make fire 

Which is the way? 

to the next village? 

Where is? 

Cow 

Cow’s milk 

Good evening 

Dwelling-place 

Bad weather 

Come hither 

Come hither, my ; 
friend 


x 
Brin 
Horfe 


hither 


Where is the horfe? Hakva Demma HA? 


ARiKA, Tutu, Tur |Sifter 


Tus 

a TTI 

Bi, Bre 

Bré 

Bré Maré 
BINGSI 
Danzé, Daseté 
Daxyan 
el,eIP,NeIP 

el Koa Kol 
DANNa HAA SE 
akKror aDu 
Demma 
G6S,G60SA 
G4éSBIP 

Gol MOTSKI 
GeineP 
HoMA 


Hava Ha, KONG 


Hacarscut 


H6G6, KUMAP 


Hanka 
Hakva, Haap 


Bring the horfe hither Haxva Szo 


Table 

Wife 

‘Water 

Lyon 

Mouth 

Nice, delicious 
Good morning 
Tobacco-pipe 
Man 


Drink 
Foot-path 
Houfe, farm 
It is good 
Buffalo 
Sea-cow 
Hole 

To beat 
Gun 

Penis 
Glans Penis 
Father 
Mother 


Hep 
HoNNES, KUS 
Kama 

Kama 

KaM 

Ka Nut 

KoA Mosrscui 
Kor 

KuPP 

Ka 

Kupu 

Komma 

Kal HEM 
Kaw 

KoU 

K6U, Twa p 
KOA 

Kast 

Hor 
KoUTERE 
Amsup, TIKKOP. 
Axvés, Tissos 


Brother 

Fine weather 

Pot, drum 

Caffre corm 

Warm 

To eat 

Knife 

Chair 

To fleep 

To fow with a nee- 
dle, to darn 

Houfe 

Eye 

Give 

Money 

Eyes 

Hat, cap 

Wolf 

Egg 

Cock 

Cold 

Waggon 


. 


Red glafs beads § 


Elk antelope 
Female elk 
Elks, a troop of 
Meat, Seth 


_ [People 


Tooth 

Nofe 

Iron, copper 

Breaft of a woman 

Where is the wag- 
gon? 

Here is the waggon 

Mare 

Fox 

Run away: 

Tiger 

Ichneumon 

Shee; 


Che: » 


Hart. beaft 

A rock 

Have you feen? 
Drove of: oxen: 
If you pleafe 


IOr 


Kans, Trtannr 
Karur, Ticakwa 
Tam 

Su 

Semi 

Sane 

SINNo 

N6RAP 
NeNaMHoP 

om 


Om 


Ovma 
Mu 
Maré 
Marr 
Mum 
Kaba, Tapa 
KoKA 
Kanika 
K6UKEKURR 
Korosa 
Kror, Kaoum, Kote 
Kraxwa (by the Caf- 
fres Kurt Krra) 
nN 


Kens 
Kanna 
Kop 
Keuna 
KoM 
KoYP 
KoRUP 
SaMMA 


Hava krojrm ? 


Hava Kroym 
Hass 

Glep 

Su se K6N 
Gvassue 
eP 

Gona 
GzlP 
Kaymar 
Dir 
Musko 
Manqua 


KuMSEA, HuNOP 


Turn’ 


, 
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Turn about, drive K A Hottentot drefs = Namxva 
back nRA Euphorbia viminalis Kunop 


The children, which among the Hottentots are numerous, at firft wear rings about 
their legs made of rufhes, inftead of thofe that are formed of hides, tf they become 
accuftomed to them. In like manner I obferved, that the Caffre boys at firft exercifed 
themfelves in throwing a pointed ftick, till in procefs of time they were able to manage 
the javelin. : 

The Hottentots are much inclined to believe in witchcraft, and when any one falls 
fick, or dies, they confider him as bewitched. 

The Hottentots univerfally wore a bag juft before the parts of thame, which was 

~—~~made of the grey patt of the back of the Cape fox, and was faftened round the body 
with athong. ‘The Caffres wore a bag fimilar indeed to this, but made of another kind 
of fkin, and at the fame time fo fmall that it fometimes did not cover more than the 
forefkin. 

At the entertainments which the Hottentots made, and particularly thofe made to 
divert us, Ihad an opportunity of feeing their card-playing, anda kind of an inftrument 
called Kora. It refembles at firft fight a fiddle-ftick, and was made of a wooden ftick, 
over which was extended a ftring. At the end of this was faftened the tip of a quill, 
and upon this they played with their lips, blowing as if it were a wind inftrument, fo 
as to make it produce a jarring’ found. What they call card-playing, was a particular 
{port, in playing at which they talked, fnapped their fingers, and laughed. 

Having laid in a ftock of provifions for our journey, and put our fire-arms in good 
order, on the gth of December, we rook the road to Cabeljaus Rivier, where the la{t 
farm now laid out was looked after by a fervant, and belonged to Van Rhenen, a’rich 
burgher at the Cape. : ; 

On the 1oth we crofled Camtous Rivier, which at this time formed the boundaries. 
of the colony, and which was not fuffered to extend farther. This was ftri@ly prohi- 
bited in order that the colonifts might not be induced to wage war with the courageous 
and intrepid Caffres, or the Company fuffer any damage by that means. The country 
hereabouts was fine, and abounded in grafs. 

Proceeding farther we came to Looris Rivier, where the country began to be hilly 
and mountainous, like that of Houtniquas, with fine woods both in the clefts of th emoun- 
tains, and near the rivulets; here and thére we faw large pits that had been dug, for 
the purpofe of capturing elephants and buffaloes. In the middle of the pit ftood a pole, 
which was very fharpat the top, and on which the animal is impaled alive, if it fhould 
chance to fall into the pit. 

The Hottentot captain that refided in this neighbourhood, immediately on our arrival, 
paid us a vifit in the evening, and encamped with part of his people not far from us. 
Hemwas diftinguithed from the reft by a cloak, made of a tiger’s fkin, anda ftaff that 
he carried in his hand. - : 

On the rith we paffed Galgebofch in our way to Van Stade’s Rivier, where we 
lighted our fires, and took up our night’s lodging. The Gonaquas Hottentots that 
lived here, and were irtermixed with Caffres, vifited us in large bodies, and met with 
a hearty reception, and what pleafed them moft, fome good Dutch tobacco. Several 
of them wore the fkins of tigers, which they had themfelves killed, and by this gallant 
aétion were entitled to wear them as trophies, Many carried in their hands a fox’s tail, 
tied to a ftick, with which they wiped off the fweat from their brows. As thefe peo- 
ple had a tolerable ftock of cattle, we got milk from them in plenty, milked into bafkets 
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which were perfeétly water-tight, but for the moft part fo dirty that we were obliged 
to {train the milk through a linen cloth. : 

Onthe 12th in the morning, we paffed Van Stade’s Rivier, and arrived at two large 
villages confifting of a great many round huts, difpofed in a circular form. The peo- 
ple crowded fomard in fhoals to our waggon, and our tobacco feemed to have the fame 
effet on them as the magnet has on iron. The number of grown perfons appeared 
to me to amount to at leaft two or three hundred. _ When the greateft part of them had 
received a little tobacco, they retired well pleafed, to a diftance in the plain, or elfe 
returned home. The major part of them were dreffed in calf-fkins, and not in fheep- 
fkins, like the Hottentots. : ‘ 

We had brought with us feveral things from town, with which we endeavoured either 
to gain their friendfhip, or reward their fervices, fuch as fmall knives, tinder-boxes, 
and fmall looking-glafles. To the chief of them we prefented fome looking-glaffes, and 
were highly diverted at feeing the many pranks thefe fimple people played with them : 
one or more looking at themfelves in the glafs at the fame time, and then ftaring at 
each other, and laughing ready to burft their fides; but the moft ridiculous part of the 
farce was, that they even looked at the back of the glafs, to fee whether the fame 
figure prefented itfelf as they faw in the glafs. 

Thefe people, who were well made, and of a fprightly and undaunted appearance, 
adorned themfelves with bruthes made of the tails of animals, which they wore in their 
hair, on their legs, and round their waift. Some had thongs cut out of hides, and 
others ftrings of glafs-beads, bound feveral timesround their bodies. But upon no part 
of their drefs did they fet a greater value than upon fmall and bright metal plates of 
copper or brafs, either round, oblong or fquare. ‘Thefe they fcowered with great care, 
and hung them with a ftring, either in their hair, on their foreheads, on their breafts, 
at the back of their neck, or before their pofteriors ; and fometimes, if they had many 
of them, all round their heads. My Englith fellow-traveller had brought with him 
one of thofe medallions ftruck in copper, and gilt, that had been fent by the two Eng- 
lifh thips, which were at this time failing towards the fouth pole, to be diftributed 
amongft the different nations in that quarter of the globe. This medal was given to one 
of the Caffres who was very familiar with us, and who was fo well pleafed with it, that 
he accompanied us on the whole of our journey and back again, with his medal hang- 
ing down glittering juft before the middle of his forehead. . 

Some of thefe people had hanging before their breafts a conic purfe made of the 
undreffed fkin of an animal, which was faftened about the neck by four leathern thongs, 
and ferved them fora tobacco pouch. Some of them wore about their necks a necklace 
made of {mall fhells, called ferpent’s fkulls (cypraa moneta), ftrung upon a ftring, and 
to this hung a tortoife-fhell, for keeping the Bukku ointment in. Moft of them were 
armed with as many javelins as they could well hold in one hand. ’ 

The huts were covered over with mats made of rufhes, which, with their milk-bagy 
kets, were fo clofe that no water could penetrate them. 

‘The range of mountains which during our whole journey we had hitherto had to the 
left, now came to a termination ; and, to the right of Us, was feen the fea. A larger 
range of mountains, however, proceeded farther into the country fo the left. 

The country hereabouts was full of wild beafts of every kind, and therefore very 


dangerous to travel through. We were more particularly anxious soncerning our,cat- ° 


tle, which might eafily be feared away by the lions, and loft to us for ever, 
We were likewife too few in number, and not fufficiently armed, to proreét ourfelves 
again{t the inhabitants, whofe language our Hottentots now no longer perfectly under- 
ftood. 


. 
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ftood. We therefore came to a refolution to entice from this village another troop of 
Hottentots to go along with us, which we accordingly did, by promifing them a reward 
of tobacco and other trifles that they were fond of, as alfo to kill for them a quantity 
of buffaloes fufficient for their fupport. This promife procured us a great many more 
than we wanted, and our troop confifted now of above an hundred m 

The 13th, The countty in which we now were, was called KMakamma, and 
abounded with grafs and wood, as well as wild beafts of every kind, which were here 
{till fecure in fome meafure from the attacks of the colonifts ; thefe were chiefly buffa- 
loes, elephants, two-horned rhinocerofes, ftriped horfes and affes, (Zebra, Quagga) 
and feveral kinds of goats, particularly large herds of Hartebeefts (capra dorcas). 

We travelled firft to Krakakamma Valley, and afterwards from hence farther down- 
wards to the fea-fhore, where there was a great quantity of underwood, as well as wood 
of a larger growth, filled with numerous herds of buffaloes, that grazed in the adjacent 

Jains. : 

In the afternoon, when the heat of the day abated, we went out with a few of our 
Hottentots a hunting, in hopes of killing fomething whérewith to fatisfy the craving fto- 
machs of our numerous retinue. After we had gota little way into the wood, we {pied 
an extremely large herd of wild buffaloes (bos caffer), which being in the a&t of graz- 
ing, held down their heads, and did not obferve us till we came within three hundred 
paces of them. At this inftant the whole herd, which appeared to confift of about five 
or fix hundred large beafts, lifted up their heads, and viewed us with attention. So 
large an affemblage of animals, each of which taken fingly is an extremely terrible 
objeét, would have made any one fhudder at the fight, even one who had not, like me, 
the year before, had occafion to fee their aftonifhing pan and experiéhce the rough 
manner in which they treat their opponents. Neverthelefs as we were now apprized 
of the nature of the animals, and their not readily attacking any one in the open plains, 
we did not dread either their ftrength or number, but, not to frighten them, ftood {till 
a little while, till they again ftooped down- to feed; when with quick fteps, we 
approached within forty paces of them. We were three Europeans, and as many 
Hottentots trained to fhooting, who carried mufquets, and the reft of the Hottentots were 
armed with their javelins. “The whole herd now began to look up again, and faced us 
with a brifk and undaunted air; we then judged it was time to fire, and all at once let 
fly among them, No fooner had we fired, than the whole troop, intrepid as it other- 
wife was, furprifed by the flafh and report, turned about and made for the woods, and, 
left us a fpeétacle not to be equalled in its kind. The wounded buffaloes feparated 
from the reft of the herd, and either could not keep up with it, or elfe took another 
road. : 

Among thefe was an old bull buffalo, which came clofe to the fide where we ftood, 
and obliged us to take to our heels, and fly before him. It is true, it is impoflible for 
aeman, how faft foever he may run, to outrun thefe animals; neverthelels we were 
fo far inftruéted for our prefervation, as to know that a man may efcape tolerably well 
from them, as long as he is in an open and level plain; as the buffalo, which has very 
fmall eyes in proportion to the fize of its head, does not fee much fideways, but only 
ftraight forward. When therefore it is come pretty near, aman has nothing more to 

_ do than to throw himfelf down on one fide. The buffalo, which always gallops ftraight 
forward, does not ‘obferve the man that lies on the ground, neither does it mifs its 
enemy, till he has had time enough to run out of the way. Our wounded bull came 

retty near us, but paffed on one fide, making the beft of his way to acopfe, which, 
however, he did not quite reach before he fell. ,In the mean time, the reft of our 
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Hottentots had followed a cow that was mortally wounded, and with their javelins 
killed a calf. We, for our parts, immediately went up to the fallen bull, and found 
that the ball had entered his cheft, and penetrated through the greateft part of his 
body, notwithftanding which he had run at full fpeed feveral hundred paces before he 
fell. He was far*from being young, of a dark grey colour, and almoft without any 
hairs, which, on the younger fort, are black. The body of this animal was extremely 
thick, but his legs, on the other hand, fhort. When he lay on the ground, his body 
was fo thick, that I could not get on him without taking a running jump. When our 
drivers had flayed him, at leaft in part, we chdfe out the moft flethy pieces, and pickled 
fome, and at the fame time made an excellent repaft on the fpot. Although I had 
taken it into my head that the fleth of an old bull like this would have been both 
coarfe and tough, yet, to my great aftonifhment, I found that it was tender, and tafted 
like all other game. The remainder of the bull, together with the cow and the calf, 
was given to the Hottentots for their thare, who were not at all behind hand, but 
immediately made a large fire on the fpot, and boiled the pieces they had cut off with. 
out delay, What they preferred, and firfl of all laid on the fire, were the marrow- 
bones, of which, when broiled, they eat the marrow with great eagernefs. The guts, 
meat, and offals, they hung up on-the branches of trees ; fo that, in a fhort time, the 
place looked like a flaughter-houfe, about which the Hottentots encamped, in order to 
broil their victuals, eat, and fleep. - 

"On the approach of night, my fellow-travellers and I thought it beft to repair to 
our waggons, and give orders for making our cattle faft, before it grew quite dark. 
In our way we pafled within a few hundred paces of five lions, which, on feeing us, 
walked off into the woods, 

Having tied our beafts to the wheels of our waggons, fired our pieces off two or 
three times in the air, and kindled feveral fires round about our encampment, all very 
neceflary precautions for our fecurity, as well with refpeét to the elephants as more 
particularly to the lions, we lay down to reft, each of us with a loaded mufquet by his 
fide, committing ourfelves to the care of God’s gracious providence. The like pre. 
cautions we always obferved in future, when obliged to encamp in fuch places where 
man indeed feemed to rule by day; but wild beafts bore the {way at night. Thefe free 
denizens of the earth, for the moft part, lie quiet and ftill, in the thade of woods and 
copfes, during the day, their time for feeding being in the cool of the evening and at 
night, at which time lions and other beafts of prey come out to feek their food, and 
devour the more innocent and defencelefs animals. “A lion cannot by dint of ftrength, 
indeed, feize a buffalo, but always has recourfe to art, and lies in wait under fome 
bufh, and principally near rivulets, where the buffalo comes to drink, He then fprings 
upon his back with the greateft agility, with his tremendous teeth biting the buffalo 
in the nape of his neck, and wounding him in the fides with his claws, till, quite ‘ 
wearied out, he finks to the ground and dies. : . 

On the rth, in the morning, I went out to fee whether the trees of the woods, of 
which this part of the country confifted, had yet any bloffoms upon them; but found 

’ that the fummer was not far enough advanced, and that the trees were fo clofe to each 
other, and fo full of prickles, that without cutting my way througl? them, I could not 
advance far into-the wood, which, befides, was extreme y dangerous, on account of 

athe wild beafts. Here, and in other places, where it was woody, we obferved ner 
the watering-places, the frefh traéts of buffaloes, as alfo the traéts and dung of ele.” 
phants, two-horned rhinocerofes, and other animals, « 
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In the plains there were ftriped horfes and affes (equus zebra and guagga),H arte- 
beefts (capra dorcas), Koedoes (capra ftrepficeros), &c. 

We therefore got ready and fet out for Zwartkop’s Rivier, and the Salt Pan, not far 
diftant from it, where we baited during the heat of the day. Near this Salt Pan, as 
it is called, we had the fineft view in the world, which delighted us the more as it was 
very uncommon. ‘This Salt Pan was now, to ufe the expreifion, in its beft attire, and 
made a moft beautiful appearance. It formed a valley of about three-quarters of a 
mile in diameter, and ftoping off by degrees, fo that the water in the middle was 
fearcely four feet deep. A few yards from the water’s edge this valley was encircled 
by a mound, feveral fathoms high, which was overgrown with brufh-wood. It was 
rather of an oval form, and took me up a good half hour to walk round it. The 
foil neareft the valley was {andy ; but, higher up, it appeared to confift, in many places, 
of a pale flate. The whole Salt Pan, the water of which was not deep, at the fame 
time that the bottom was covered with a fmooth and level bed of falt, at this juncture, 
being the middle of fummer and in a hot climate, exaétly refembled a frozen lake 
covered with ice, as clear and tranfparent as cryftal. ‘The water had a pure faline tafte 
without any thing bitter in it. In the heat of the day, as faft as the water evaporated, 
a fine falt cryftallizing on the furface firft appeared there in the form of glittering 
{eales, and afterwards fettled at the bottom. It was frequently driven on one fide by 
the wind; and, if colleéted at that time, proved to be a very fine and pure falt. The 
Salt Pan had begun to grow dry towards the north-eaft end, but to the fouth-weftward, 
to which it inclined, it was fuller ; to the weftward, it ran out into a long neck. 

It appeared to us fomewhat ftrange, to find, fo far from the fea, and at a confiderable 
height above it, fuch a large and faturated pool of falt-water. But the water which 
depofits this falt, does not come at all from the fea, but folely from the rains which 
fall in fpring, and totally evaporate in fummer. The whole of the foil of this country 
is entirely falt. ‘The rain-water which diffolves this, runs down from the adjacent 
heights, and is collected in this bafon, where it remains and gradually evaporates ; and 
the longer it is evaporating the falter it is. 

The colonifts who live in Lange Kloof, and in the whole country extending from 
thence towards this fide, as alfo in Kamdebo, Kankou, and other places, are obliged 
to fetch their falt from this {pot. 

It was faid, that not far from this were two more falt-pans, which however yielded no 
falt till they were quite dry. . 

Several infeéts we found drowned in the falt water, fome of which were fuch as I could 
not meet with on the buthes alive, during the few hours that I ftaid here and walked 
about the copfes, which my curiofity induced me to do, although it was a very danger- 
ous fpot, on account of the lions. ; 

Our Hottentots, of whom we had now but a fewin our fuite, and whom we had left 
to take care of our oxen that were turned out to grafs, we found faft afleep, overcome 
by the heat of the day. Towards evening, we drove a little farther on, and arrived at 
Kuka, where the brook was already a mere ftagnant puddle, and had only a brackifh 
water in it; neverthelefs we took up our night’s lodging here. 

‘We were furprifed to find here a poor farmer, who had encamped in this place, with 
his wife and chldren, by ftealth, in order to feed and augment his fmall herd. And 
indeed thefe poor people were no lefs aftonifhed, not to fay terrified, at-our arrival, im 
the idea that we either had or might inform the government againft them for refiding out 
of the appointed boundaries. *The farmer had only a fmall hut made of branches of 
trees for his family, and another adjacent to it, by way of kitchen. We vifited them 
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in their little manfion, and, at our requeft, were entertained by them with milk. But 
we had not been long feated before the whole bafon of milk was covered with a fwarm 
of flies, fo as to be quite black with them; and the hut was fo infefted with flies, that 
we could not open our mouths to fpeak. Within fo fmalla fpace I gever beheld, before 
nor fince, fuch an amazing number of thefe infeéts. 

We therefore haftened to our carts; and having kindled our fires, and pitched our 
camp at a little diftance from the hut, liftened the whole night to the howling of wolves, 
and the dreadful roaring of lions, 

On the morning following, being the 16th of December, we proceeded to Great 
Sunday River, the banks of which were very fteep, and the adjacentgfields arid and 
meagre. 

The major part of our ample retinue of Hottentots had now left us, after having got, 
in the courfe of the journey, venifon enough to feaft on, and as we were approaching 
nearer and nearer to a country whith would foon be changed to a perfect defart, where 
no game nor venifon was to be hoped for; and where it was expected that want of water 
would be in the higheft degree experienced. And, indeed, we now not only found 
ourfelves almoft alone, but the oxen belonging to my Englith fellow-traveller were fo 
afflicted with the hoof-diftemper, that feveral of them were lame, and fome of them were 
hardly fit to be put any longer to the waggon. 

In cohfequence of this we held a council with the drivers; and, after mature delibera- 
tion, refolved, though fore again{t our wills, to turn back, not finding it pra@icable to 
proceed, with emaciated and fick cattle like ours, through a barren and defert country, 
to the Dutch fettlements near the Snow Mountains and in Camdebo? 

We did not, however, negleét previoufly to enquire of the Gonoquas Hottentots con- 
cerning the nature of the country, the watering-places for cattle, the wild beafts there, 
&c. and found that the plain was already very much dried up, and that long and forced 
marches (to ufe the expreffion) muft have been made between the few brackith watering- 
places that were to be met with in the way. 

It is however not always eafy to get the truth out of the Hottentots. One mutt 
never attack them with queftions to the point, when one withes to know the truth of any 
thing ; but it muft be fifhed out of them by degrees, and, as it were, difcourfing upon 
other fubjeéts. The Hottentots are alfo extremely referved, and with before-hand to 
know whether their vifitors are good or bad people. _Befides, as the Hottentots had 
now left us, we were deprived of the interpreters we fhould want, fhould we chance in 
our road to fall in with ge Caffres or other nations, The Caffres, it is true, are not bad 
in themfelves ; but, as they are in great want of iron, they are fometimes fo greedy after 
it, as to make no confcience of murdering a Chriftian for the fake of getting the iron 
from off the wheels of his waggon, which they forge and grind to make heads for their 
javelins. ‘Thefe Caffres a few years before had murdered Heupnaer and fome of his 
company, who, in order to barter for elephants’ teeth, had travelled into the country of 
the Caftres and Tambukki. 

The Snow Mountains (Sneeuwberg), whither we had intended to dire& our courfe, is 
a tract of land which lies very high, and, as it were, ona mountain, with other elevated 
tra€ts lying near it. It has acquired its name from the cold which Prevails there, and 
the fnow that falls upon it, Sometimes the fnow lies there from one year to the other; 
and then the colonifts are obliged to remove frem thence to the Lower-lands, as it is 
‘called. To the eaftward of the Snow Mountains, and farther to the northward, above 
the country of the Caffres, lies that of the Tambukki; and to this joins a people that 
are whiter than the Hottentots, with curling hair, and‘are called Little Chinefe. 
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The Caffres, whofe country properly begins near the Great Fith River (Groote Vifch 
Rivier), raife a kind of peafe and beans, and a fpecies of Aolcus, and at the fame time, 
are in poffeffion of large herds of cattle. ‘ 

As foon as the affernoon began to feel cool, and we had in fome degree inveftigated 
the plants which were to be found here, near Kukakamma, we fet out on our journey 
homeward, not by the fame way by which.we had come, but by the upper road to Van 
Stade’s Rivier, and from thence to Zeeko Rivier, where we arrived fafe on the 2oth of 
December. 

In the environs of Van Stade’s River were the fineft woods I had feen in the whole 
country. Few ef the trees, however, were as yet in bloom. The Affagay-tree (curtifia 
faginca), of which the Hottentots and Caffres make the fhafts of their javelins, grew 
here in abundance, and began now to develope its diminutive bloffoms. A great mum- 
ber of butterflies (papiliones), that are otherwife fo very fcarce in this part of Africa, 
flew round about the tops of the trees, without our Being able to reach them. 

On one fide of our road I obferved a heap of boughs of trees, on which moft of the 
Hottentots threw a few twigs as they paffed, and, on enquiring the reafon, was told that 
it was the grave of a dead Hottentot. 

On our return, we paffed a few days before Chriftmas with our old friend Jacob Kok, 
where we found fufficient employment in drying and getting in order the thick-leaved 
and fucculent plants which we had gathered in our laft expedition up the country, and 
where our oxen in fome meafure recruited their ftrength and flefh. The Calvinifts do 
not keep Chriftmas, but every one goes about his bufinefs as ufual: but New-year’s 
day is thus far kept as a holiday, that on this day neighbours vifit each other. 

A fimall vineyard was planted here, as likewife at a few more farms near Kromme 
Rivier; but the grapes did not ripen very well, on which account the wine was rather 
four, and fometimes fo four that it could not be drank, but was only ufed for diftilling 
brandy, froma procefs which, by fome farmers, was carried on with profit. 

In the Chriftmas holidays, we proceeded on our journey up towards Kromme Rivier, 
and Lange Kloof, where, oppofite to Thomas Frere’s farm, is a waggon-road acrofs 
the mountains to Sitfikamma. 

Inftead of wheel-barrows, for which timber was wanting, the hufbandman ufed calf 
and fheep-fkins made into bags, in which they carried their manure to their gardens. 

On the 28th, we arrived at Hannes Olofson’s farm, and from thence, turning to 
the right, rode over the mountains to Anders Olofson’s, near Riet-valley, in Came- 
naflic Land, a tract of country that lay before the mountainsg@was narrow, and exhi- 
bited feveral {cattered mountains and eminences. It feemed to be as high as Lange 
Kloof, and the foil was dry and poor. ‘ 

The Hottentots called by the name of Nenta, a plant (zygophyllum herbaceum repens), 

« which was faid to be poifonous to fheep, as alfo another, a fhrub of the fame genus 
(zygophyllum feffilifolium). ; 

On the 29th, we rode from this fpot to Peter Jordan’s eftate, fituated near Olyfant’s 
warm bath, and the river called (the Eaftern) Elephant’s River. 

The broad tra over which we travelled, was Carrow-field all over, exhibiting a 
few bufhes, no grafs, and very little water. } 

Kon was a name given by the Hottentots to a fhrub that grew here (mé/embryanthe- 
mum emarcidum>, and was famous all over the country., The Hottentots come far and 
near to fetch this fhrub with the root, leaves, and all, which they beat together, and 
afterwards twift them up like pig-tail tobacco; after which they let the mafs ferment, 
and keep it by them for chewing, efpecially when they are thirfty. If it be chewed 

immediately 
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immediately after the fermentation, it intoxicates. The word Kon is faid to fignify a 
quid ; the colonifts call it Canna-root. It is found in the drieft fields only, and is ga- 
thered chiefly by the Hottentots, who live near this fpot. Thefe afterwards hawk it 
about, frequently to a great diftance, and exchange it for cattle and other commodities. 
No Hottentot or Caffre in the whole country has either money“or any thing of a fimilar 
nature to trade with; but all their commerce confifts in bartering either with cattle or 
other commodities. 

On the 3oth, we vifited the warm bath, which rifes at the foot of the large ridge of 
mountains, and at a few fathoms diftance from it. The ftones at the foot of the moun- 
tain formed a very black iron ore, fomewhat like the flag of iron, and the earth near 
it was brownifh. The top of the mountain contains a great deal of white quartz. ‘The 
water is very warm, but not boiling hot ; fo that one may fit im it at its fource. It has 
indeed three fources; the largeft bubbles up to the eaftward out of a great number of 
{prings of different fizes, thecavity of it being above two yards acrofs, and it is this 
that is moft ufed. The fecond lies a few fathoms to the left, and boils up out of one 
fingle cavity. ‘The third, and leaft, lies a few fathoms from the fecond. On the fur- 
face of the water, was feen a thin and fine blue pellicle, and on the twigs of trees and 
ftones that were near it, was precipitated a faffron-coloured ochre. It had an inky tafte, 
but hardly any {mell ; from an infufion of tea, the water became bluifh, and the pow- 
der of bark made it blackifh, which fhewed that it contained iron. Jt was not fit for 
drefling victuals ; but, as it was faid, might be ufed for wafhing, without ftaining the 
linen. The earth that lay near, and round about the veins of the {pring, was of a very 
loofe texture, and a brownifh colour, and at the fame time contained a portion of falt, 
and minute fhining particles of iron, ‘The cryftals of the falt were extremely minute 
and fine, and were found not only in the loofe earth, but alfo on pieces of wood that 
lay in the earth. On feveral pieces of wood that lay in the water were found, befides 
the ochre abové mentioned, thin and brittle fcales, which glittered a little, and, by the 
farmers, were thought to be filver, but feemed to be nothing more than feales of iron. 
When one fits in the bath, the circulation of the blood is greatly increafed, and one is 
in danger of fwooning. ‘The water, it is true, is chiefly ufed for bathing in; fome 
people however drink it likewife. The water never receives any increafe either ‘from 
rain or drought, though, as the farmers teftified, it does from thunder. The time for 
ufing the water, is a little before or at fun-rife, and late in the cool of the evening, as 
.the water is too hot during the heat of the day. The invalids fit direétly over the veins 
of the fpring, and, more or lefs deep in them. 

In order to have a view of the country on the other fide of the mountains, I climbed 
up to their higheft fummits, and faw, at no great diftance, a ridge of mountains, which 
was lower than this that I ftood on, and, between thefe, the country was as broad as 
Lange Kloof, and confifted of hills and valleys. ‘The traét of country that lay behind 
the lower ridge was flat and poor Carrow-land, and fo long and broad, without”*any 
mountains, that the eye could not reach its boundaries. There were no farms nor 
houfes on this extenfive plain, over which the farmers travel from Camdebo acrofs 
Hex Rivier, to the Cape. It was faid, however, that farther on, there were moun- 
tains, which probably extend from Rogge-veld to the Sneeuwberg. 

Here, therefore, were the laft ridges of that tremendous nfs of mountains, which 
extend from Houtniquas Land and Hartequas Kloof, and again to the northward from 
Roode Zands and Kartous Clefis, direétly acrofs the Carrow that lies on the other fide 
of the Bokke-veld. And, indeed, it is not only along the foot of this range of moun- 
tains that the colonifts have laid out their belt and principal farms, but they have alfo 
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‘ot between the ridges of the mountains, and fet themfelves down in all the interme- 
late valleys, ‘ : 

That immenfely dry Carrow-plain, which commences behind the laft-mentioned mafs- 
of mountains, and extends in length from the north-weft to the fouth-eaft end of the 
fouthernmoft point of Africa, and in breadth to Rogge-veld and the Snow Mountains, 
for want of water, cannot be inhabited ; and fcarcely any animals refide there, except 
for a fhort time, in or immediately after the rainy feafon, when a little falt-water is 
found here and there in fome of the hollow places. Thofe colonifts, therefore, that 
have farms on the other fide of this traét, either in Rogge-veld or the Snow Moun- 
” tains, are obliged to wait for that time for croffing fo defart a country, when they are 
under the neceflity of pitching their camp near fuch a places where little water is to be 
had, ‘between which fpots, fometimes a journey of ten or twelve hours long, muft be 
performed with all poffible {peed in the night. It is therefore neceffary to know thefe 
watering-places well; becaufe, if one fhould meet with any Hottentots, they would not 
readily inform one, even if they knew of any watering-place, but keep it fecret to them- 
felves, in order to be able to hide themfelves, in cafe they fhould at any time with to 
run away. Grafs is hardly to be met with in this traét, fo that it is with difficulty 
that a horfe can find fodder there, but the oxen put up both with brackifh water and 
the falt leaves of the fhrubs and bufhes. In the day-time, when the fun fhines out hot, 
if one cafts one’s eye over a fmooth and arid plain like this, the eye is affected by a 
tremulous motion in the air, juft as though one were looking at a flame. 

The Hottentots who traverfe thefe dry Carrow-fields, ufe feveral means, not only to 
afluage their hunger, but*more particularly to quench their thirft. Befides the above- 
mentioned plant, called Kén or Gunna, they ufe two others, viz. one called Kameka 
or Barup, which is faid to be a large and watery root; and another called Ku, which is 
likewife, according to report, a large and fucculent root. 

The plants, as well herbs as bufhes, ftand very thin in the Carrow-veld; and, in 
fuch a burning hot climate, where not a drop of rain falls for the fpace of eight months 
at leaft, it is almoft inconceivable how they can thrive at all. Their ftems and branches, 
likewife, have the appearance of being brittle and quite dried up; but the leaves, on 
the other hand, are very thick, and filled with a briny fluid, and remain green all the 
year through. Thefe frefh and ever-verdant tops and leaves, however, may perhaps 
receive from the air, which at night is cool, fome moifture for their prefervation and 
nourifhment. ‘The ground appears quite burned up, is of a yellowifh red colour, and 
confifts of clay with ochres of iron and common falt. 

1774.-—On the 1ft of January, direéting our courfe homewards, we arrived at Jan 
van Stade’s farm, and afterwards pafling an eftate belonging to one Gert van Royen, 
and another belonging to a Van Fors, came to the villa which Gert van Royen occu- 
pied himéelf. 

We let our drivers and Hottentots go on with the carts through Hartequas Kloof, 
with orders to wait for us at the Company’s poft at Riet Valley; and 1, with my 
Englifh fellow-traveller, determined to go on horfeback over the dry Carrow, which 
lay to the right, and afterwards proceed through Platte Kloof. But this expedition did 
not end very fortunately; for, as in this level plain, which is feldom vifited by tra- 
vellers, there were no tracks to follow, we miffed our road, and the longer we tra- 
velled, the farther we. went aftray, fo that at laft we could not even find our way back 
again. © We rode on however, as faft as our horfes could go, and the fun began to go 
down without our having perceived the leaft trace of a houfe or farm. At length the 
fun being fet, and no hopes left, we retired a little way back to a valley, where there 
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was a {mall brook, with a few trees on its borders; and, in.this brook, there was ftill 
Some water. ; 

Here we thought it advifeable to take up our lodging for the night. Accordingly 
we unfaddled our horfes, and tied them up, with the halter round one of their legs, . 
that they fhould not run away; and then, by means of our guns, we made a large 
fire of Canna-buthes (/a/fola aphylla). After this we lay down near the fire, with the 
faddles under our heads; but could not get a wink of fleep, on account of an intoler- 
able fenfation of cold, which, though not fo very intenfe in itfelf, yet, by reafon of 
the burning heat we had endured in the day-time, was feverely felt by us, and forced 
us to rife feveral times in the courfe of an hour, in order to mend the fire, and warm 
ourfelves all over. We had derived this advantage from our guns, that we could al- 
ways make a fire; but we had no hopes of finding any thing in this plain to fhoot, by 
which we might fatisfy the cravings of our ftomachs. I had therefore taken the pre- 
caution to put into my fhooting-bag a few bifcuits and pieces of fugar-candy, which 
were extremely welcome to us at this juncture. 

As foon as it was morning, we looked about us for our horfes, but found that they 
were vanifhed, which did not a little add to our concern, fituated as we were in a 
defart, where our fate was uncertain. After having fearched the valley all around, we 
went up upon the heights, and behind thefe we at laft found our horfes, which with. 
out doubt were upon the point of going farther, to look out for better fodder. Having 
faddled them, we direéted our courfe obliquely towards the mountains, where we. ar- 
rived towards evening, at the houfe of a farmer, who was fo, poor as f{carcely to be 
mafter of any thing more than the roof over his head. 

Here we took up our night’s lodging, and afterwards made our way to Hartequas 
Kloof, where we met with our people and our carts. 

Near Hartequas Kloof, a new range or ridge of mountains commences, which joins 
the former, the cleft ferving as a band of connexion between them. So that the 
Carrow-veld can be feen behind the firft ridge, when one rides into the cleft through 
the next range of mountains near Groote Paarde Kraal. 

It is not long fince that this whole tra& of land, from Hartequas Kloof down to 
Camtous Rivier, which is now filled with fettlements, was firft peopled ; and twenty. 
three years ago there was not a fingle farm, when, in the year 1750, Governor Tul- 
bagh fent a caravan out to this coaft, with a view to gain certain intelligence with 
refpect to the country and its inhabitants. ‘lulbagh, who ftill lives in the grateful 
hearts of the inhabitants of the Cape, was a governor, who confidered that he was 
raifed to the elevated ftation he enjoyed under government, and appointed to be ruler 
over an extenfive country, not merely to live in luxury, pamper his pride, and accu- 
mulate riches, but to unite with the Company’s lawful interefts the happinefs of the 
colonifts, and the advancement and welfare of the colony. This gentleman was allo 
anxious to have the country by degrees farther explored; for which purpofe, in the 
. year 1750, he fitted out a caravan, confifting of one hundred and fifty feldiers from 

the caitle, and two burghers, of which an officer of the name of Beutelaar was ap- 
pointed the commander. With thefe were fent, at the Company’s expence, eleven 
waggons, a great number of draught-oxen, and of others for,killing, and a confider- 
able quantity of ammunition and provifion, The expedition was to be made into the 
country of the Caffres, and afterwards up towards that of the Tambukkia, and then back 
again, through the Snow Mountains and Camdebo; but, on account of the haughti- 
nefs and ftupidity of the commander, little was done in the bufinefs, for which reafon, 
on his return home, he was fent away out of the country; a punifhment he richly 
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deferved. He was a {trict and rigorous commander, and punifhed with feverity. He 
likewife beat the drum all the way, infomuch that all the game that was to have been 
fhot {cared away, particularly by the two farmers who went in fuite ; and his people 
at length grew extremely mutinous. When he encamped any were at night, the 
waggons were all placed in a ring, within which the cattle and other animals were put, 
and the tents alfo pitched. At laft, when he arrived at the country of the Caffres, he 
gave the Caffre captain, Paloo, a grenadier’s cap, and another to his brother, which 
1s faid to have excited a war amongft the Caffres. The only thing he did for the be- 
nefit of the Company was, that in the harbour near Zwartkops river he fet up the 
Company’s arms, cut in ftone. This journey lafted eight months. At that time there 
was not a fingle farm on the other fide of Hartequas Kloof ; but the roads were fo un. 
known and unbeaten, that the waggons were often obliged to be dragged, by the 
people to whom they belonged, acrofs the moft difficult places. 

Being come from Hartequas Kloof to Gouds Rivier, we ftaid a day there in order to 
reft our cattle, which befides were fo grievoutly afflicted with the hoof diftemper, that 
my companion was obliged to leave one of his oxen behind here, which could get no 
farther. Here too the weather was amazingly warm, warmer indeed than I have ever 
felt, either before or fince, infomuch that the farmers fhut both the doors and window. 
fhutters, in order to keep the fun out, and their houfes cool. ‘The birds could fearcely 
fly, and the air was almoft too hot to be breathed. The heat was without doubt 
feveral degrees above 100 by Fahrenheit’s thermometer. 

The following days, continuing our route, we arrived at Riet Valley, one of the 
Company’s pofts, where we remained a few days to reft ourfelves, and particularly for 
the fake'of paying another vifit to Groote Vader’s Bofch (or Grandfather’s Wood), 
and feeing if the different kinds of trees there were come into bloffom, as. we had 
already got pretty far into January, and confequently the fummer was farther advanced 
than it had been at any time before, when we had vifited this wood, 

On the 14th of January accordingly, we went thither, but were not more fuccefsful 
now than we had been before with refpeét to finding the trees in bloffom, much lef 
with fruit on them; fome of them, however, were on the point of budding. 

Here were, at this time, for the Company’s account, two wood-men, who, after 
felling the trees, dragged them to fuch fpots from whence they might be taken up and 
put into waggons. ‘The trees were chiefly got out of the wood by oxen, by means of 
a cord faftened round the body of the tree; as no vehicle of any kind could poffibly 
be ufed there. 

As I had no hopes of ever vifiting this place again, T made a point now of collecting 
and laying up to dry, branches with leaves of every fpecies of tree, and at the fame 
time of becoming perfectly acquainted with the ufe they made in this country of each 
{pg¢cies. 

3 The ufes of the different forts of trees that grew in and round about the wood, were 
as follows; 

Black iron-wood (Zwarte Yzerhout, gardenia Rothmannia), is hard and ftrong : it is 
ufed for axle-trees and the poles of waggons. 

Yellow-wood (Geelhout, ilex crocea), is of a yellow colour, almoft like box, of a 
clofe texture, and handfome. It is ufed for planks and beams in the conftruétion of 
houfes, for takjes, doors, cupboards, window-frames, and butter-churns. 

Camaflie-wood (Camaffie-hout) is merely a fhrub, and confequently produces fmall 
pieces only, which ferve for veneering, and to form borders on furniture, as likewife 


for 
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for making planes and other fine and delicate tools. This is one of the fineft and 
heavieft kinds of wood. . 

The wood of the Red pear-tree (Roode Peer) is ufed for making the bodies, under 
and upper axle-trees, and the lower parts of waggons. 

The Bucku-tree (Bucku-hout, fea capenjis) is the beft wood for making wheels and 
waggons. 

he Red alder (Roode Elfe, cunonia capenfis) is likewife very proper for making 
waggon-wheels, the naves of wheels and chairs, 

The Ath (Effenhovt, Effenboom, Houtniquas Effen, Ekebergia capenfis) is a large 
tree, hard, and of a clofe texture, and is ued for making tools and implements of 
various kinds. * 

Of the Stink-hout there are two forts, the white and the brown. The brown is 
very beautiful, being of a dark colour with bright ftreaks and dafhes, much like wal- 
nut-tree. Of this are made clothes-preffes, defks, chairs, tables, and other coftl 
kinds of furniture. When it is firft cut down it ftinks, a circumftance from which it 
has obtained its prefent name ; but, in procefs of time, when it has been expofed to 
the open air, the difagreeable odour vanithes. ; 

The wood of the Olive tree (Olyve-hout, olea Europea) is very heavy, and of a brown 
colour. I have often feen, at the farmers’ houfes, chairs made of this wood, which 
felt very heavy in the hand. This ftrong wood is alfo ufed in the conftruétion of 
mills. i 

Wild Catjepicing (gardenia Thunbergia) is a hard and {trong kind of wood, and on 
this account ufed for clubs. 

Witte Effen (or white afh) is ufed for planks, for waggon-racks, and for the boards 
in waggons, for boards for fhoe-makers to cut leather on, and fometimes for cup- 
boards. 

Zwart-baft (rayena villofa) is ufed for the bodies of waggons, and to make yokes for 
draught-oxen. 

Keur-hout (/ephora capenjis) is ufed for wheels and the bodies of waggons. 

The Almond tree (Amandel-hout) is ufed for heels of thoes, and for fhoe-maker’s lafts, 

The Affagay tree (Aflagayboom, curtifia faginea) is ufed for the poles of waggons, 
and as fhafts for the Hottentots’ javelins, 

Dorn-hout (mimofa nilotica) is ufed for lock-fhoes, to put under waggon-wheels, as 
likewife for the bows of yoke for draught-oxen, and for making charcoal, 

The Waageboom (protea grandiflora) for fuel and making charcoal. 

The Kreupelboom (protea fpeciofa). ‘The bark is ufed by tanners, for drefling and 
tanning leather. 

The Leepelboom is made into fpoons and wooden bowls. 

The largeft trees in the African woods, as well in this as in others, were the follow» 
ing: the Geelhout (ile crocea), the Bucku (olea capenfis), the tarchonarithus cam- 
phoratus, and arboreus, the Roode-elfe (cunania capenfis), and the Witeelfe, the 
Stink-hout, the Affagay-hout (curtifia), the wild Chefnut (Wilde Caftanien, brabejum 
fellatum), the wild Vig-tree (Wilde Vygeboom, ficus capenjis), the Keureboom (/ephora 
capenfis), the mimofa nilotica, and the Effeboom (Ekebergia sapenfis). 

On the hills grew the ornithogalum altiffimum, which was now in full blofiom, and 
decorated the plain with its long and crouded {pikes of flowers. It Was {aid to be very 
common every fourth year, and,’ in the intervening years, hardly to be feen, 

On the 18th, we paffed through Zwellendam to Steins farm, 
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On the rgth, we crofled over at the ferry, where Breede Rivier and Zonder End 
unite, and then went over Heflaquas Kloof, and paft Gyllenhuyfen’s eftate to Vollen- 
hovens. | At Breede Rivier, where the river Zonder End “unites with it, ends that 
mountain which ftretches out from Roode Zand, and direétly oppofite this place the 
Zwellendam Mountains form an angle. ‘ 

On the 2oth, proceeding on our route, we went paft Melk’s farm to the Company’s 
poft at Tigerhoek, where not only 2 great number of cows are kept for making butter 
onthe Company’s account, but likewife in the adjacent woods a quantity of timber is 
felled for making all kinds of implements for the Company’s own ule. 

The workmen are at liberty to cut down and fell fome wood and timber, by way 
of affifting to fupport them, but no hufbandman is fuffered to fell any here. In Hout- 
niquas and other woods indeed, the hufbandman is at liberty to cut timber, but in 
fome places, not without the fpecial permiffion of government, and paying a contri- 
bution of five rix-dollars. 

In this traét refided the Blue Goat, as it is called, (blauwe bok, tfeiran, capra leu- 
cophea,) which is one of the f{carceft in the whole country; it is white, intermixed 
with black hairs. The blue goat is faid to be very neglectful of her young, infomuch 
that they are often devoured by wild beafts ; and this is the reafon that is given for 
its being fo fearce. Its flefh had a better tafte than that of the other fpecies of goats. 

Here were alfo a great, many zebras ot ftriped horfes (eguus zebra). There is a 
penalty of fifty rix-dollars on fhooting one of thefe animals; and if any one can be 
caught alive, it is to,be fent to the governor. T he old ones are hardly ever to be 
caught, and are never tamed. The young ones feldom live, and although feemingly 
tame, are by no means to be trufted. 

After this, pafling by Jurjin Linde’s farm, we arrived at a poft of the Company’s, 
near Zoete-melks Valley, where twenty-four men and a ferjeant are kept for the fole 
purpofe of felling timber in the adjacent woods. From this place the Company receives 
the greateft part of its fhip and common timber, of which three large waggon-loads 
are fent every mouth up to the Cape. The labourers here alfo are permitted to cut a 
reafonable quantity, and: fell it on their own account. The large pieces of timber, 
fuch as beams, &c. are dragged out of the wood by oxen, and it muft be confeffed, 
not without the greateft difficulty. 

To the fmaller pieces, fuch as wedges, handles for axes, gun-ftocks, wheel-timber, 
axle-trees, &c. the form is given before they are carried out of the wood. “When a 
very large tree is felled, it is left for fome time to fplit of itfelf; then it is cloven and 
cut up. 

Here I had an opportunity of feeing how they prepared the wheat-ftraw ufed for 
thatching. ‘The fheaves with the ears on were ftruck againft a block, till the grain ran 


* gut and the ears dropped off. The bufinefs goes on much flower in this method of 
. thrafhing than when the corn is trodden out by horfes ; but the ftraw is preferved whole 


* by it and even. 


On the 24th, we paffed by the Ziekenhuys (or hofpital), a {mall poft of the Com- 
pany’s, which is fubjeét to the former poft near Zoete-melks Valley, and in which there 
are only two men, aud went forward to Groenewal’s farm, and afterwards to Gyllen- 
huyfen’s, near Zwart Rivier (the Black River). The Black Mountains, which com- 
merced near Groenewal’s farm, came to a termination here. They were not very 
high. : 
a the 25th, we travelled on to Badenhorft’s and Beyer’s eftates, near Booter 

ivier. 
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Here I fhot a cat, {potted with black (viverra); the fkin {melled fo ftrong of mutk, 
that when it was hung up in the cart to dry, I could not endure the ftench of it. It 
is in confequence of this {trong {mell that the animal is not eafily caught by the dogs. 

The ridge of mountains which we had feen terminate near Heffaquas Kloof, began 
at the fide of Kleine Hout-hoek, -behind Franfche-hoek. Within the mountains of 
Groote Hout-hoek, a ridge was alfo feen to fhoot out along the fea-fhore, which went 
almoft as far as Mufcle Bay. Within this laft, another ridge projects, which comes 
to atermination between Gyllenhuyfen’s and Groenewal’s farms, and, direCtly oppofite © 
to Badenhorft’s farm, has a high peak, called the Tower of Babel: Thefe two ridges 
are not united with the other mountains, but leave an open {pace near Booter Rivier. 

On the 26th, pafling over Grootehout-hoek, Palmit’s and Steenbrafemey Rivers, 
we arrived at the Hottentot’s Holland Mountain, on which there are feveral farms. 

Baboons, a fort of large and ill-conditioned monkeys, with tails no longer than their 
thighs, are found in thefe mountains. This animal is long a growing, and, when full 
grown, is almoft as large as a blood-hound; at this period, it fhould not be kept tied 
up with a ftring only ; for, without an iron chain, it bites every thing afunder. Several 
dogs together, indeed, may catch a baboon, but one or two feldom can; becaufe if 
the baboon, which is furprifingly quick and nimble, gets hold of the dog by the hind 
feet, he {wings it round, fill the dog is quite giddy, and as it were drunk. With his 
large teeth he bites violently, and defends himfelf obftinately. 

Finally, we went down the mountain, over its fteep hills, and then over the level 


plain to the Cape. : 


. 


The Cape, 1774. 


BEING arrived in town fo late in the year, after a journey of five months, I was 
obliged to ufe difpatch, in order that I might be able to embrace the opportunity of 
fending, in the beginning of this year 1774, to the Botanic Gardens of Amfterdam, 
Leyden, and Leeuwarden, by the homeward-bound fhips failing for Europe, a confider- 
able quantity of bulbous roots, herbs, feeds, and growing plants; and alfo to my other 
patrons a great number of bulbous roots, feeds, infects, ftuffed birds, and other fearce 
animals, 

The firft four months in the year are the moft bufy at the Cape, when the Dutch 
thips, as well as thofe that belong to foreign nations, return from the Eaft Indies, and 
others arrive from Europe; fo that there are at this time about twenty or thirty thips in, 
the road. he firft Dutch homeward-bound fleet too now lay ready, and I had an op- 
portunity of fending part of my collections by it, and the remainder afterwards, as faft 
as they were ready, by the fhips that failed later. . 

A thip from Holland, the Bekvliet, arrived here, after a long and unfortunate voy- 
age. Through the captain’s neglect and ignorance, the fhip had got fo much under the 
African coaft as to lofe its proper winds, and to be obliged to make Angola, after firft 
making Waalvifch Bay, with only nine men in health on board. During this long voy- 
age the fcurvy had raged among the crew, which was faid to have been very generally 
as well as plentifully bled, fo that the greateft part of ithad died. Complaint was made 
both againit the furgeon and the captain for not having underftood their oa The 
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former died on the paflage, and the latter received the punifhment he richly deferyed. 
The fick had not only been fupplied with improper medicines, but alfo, in other refpeéts, 
had been treated with great negligence. One morning four men were reported as dead ; 
one of whom, juft as they were going to few him up in his hammock, was found alive 
by the fail-maker, although he foon after breathed his laft. Another morning five men 
had been reported dead ; all of them had been fewed up in their hammocks, and two 
had already been thrown over-board; when the third, the inftant he was put on the 
plank, called out, ‘ Mafter Boatfwain, J am alive ftill!” to which the boatfwain, with 
unfeafonable jocularity, replied, ‘‘ You alive, indeed! what, do you pretend to know 
better than the furgeon ?”” 

For every fick man fent to the hofpital the captain pays two fkellings, and he keeps 
back in return the man’s allowance-on board. 

The building of the new hofpital was not very far advanced this fummer, neither, 
indeed, could the work go on very faft. Of ninety men who were allotted for this pur- 


_pofe, few were at work, and a great part of them were on furlough, or were fet upon 


other work on the hofpital’s account. 

Befides a handfome houfe, built in the Company’s garden in town, the governor has 
alfo one at Rondebofch, and another at Nieuwland, both out of town, to which he may 
retire at pleafure, and unbend his mind when oppreffed with the cares of ftate. Another 
fuch houfe was now to be built likewife for his accommodation at Baay-fals. 

The Company has very fine gardens both at Rondebofch and Nieuwland, from whence 
the fhips and the hofpital are fupplied with vegetables. 

Since the governor; Van der Stell, in the beginning of this century, had appropriated 
to himfelf a confiderable portion, and that the belt, of the land, (and the fame had been 
done by feveral of the Company’s fervants, to the great prejudice of the burghers and 
colonifts,) they lie under a {tri@ prohibition againft holding any farms. In lieu thereof, 
after being obliged to difpofe of their farms, feveral perquifites have been allowed them ; 
fuch as the difpencier, or purveyor, five per cent. upon imported, and the fame on ex- 
ported, wares; as likewife upon grain, butter, &c. The collector has two and a half 

er cent. on the monies, the ftore-keeper four, the commiffary of the hofpital five, the 
wnfpector of the auctions five per cent. on all goods and merchandize fold by auction ; 
and all this, befides their ufual monthly falary. So that it is only fome few of the 
high er people in office that have a {mall villa for their pleafure near the Cape, but from 
shicnce no commodities muft be carried out and difpofed of. , 

The thips that arrived here brought the news that Baron Van Plettenberg had been 
aig governor of the Cape and the colony, and had been fhortly after inftalled in 
his office. ; 

The governor, together with feven counfellors of police, has the fupreme direétion 
and command, as well with refpeét to the Company’s traffic here, as alfo to the whole 
‘economy of the colony, without being fubje& to the government of Batavia, which have 
otherwife the fupreme command over all the factories in India. 

All criminal caufes come under the cognizance and jurifdiction of the grand court of 
juftice. In this the commandant of the garrifon prefides, and the governor has nothing 
to do with it, excepting merely to fign his name to death-warrants. 

Finally, there aré two other courts of judicature in the colony. One of thefe is at 


* §tellenbofch, to which four parifhes are fubject, with their churches, viz. Stellenbofch, 


Drakenftein, Zwartland, and Roode Zand; the other is at Zwellendam, and compre- 
hends one very large and extenfive parifh, which, however, has not yet been provided 


either with a church or minifter. 
11 The 
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The Cape of Good Hope, although it was firft difcovered by the Portuguefe above 
three hundred years ago, was frequented by them for the fpace of one hundred years and 
upwards, and afterwards by the Dutch Eaft India Company’s fhips for more than half a 
century, before poffeffion was taken of any part of the country, or any cultivation was 
beftowed upon it, fo that the colony is not above a hundred and twenty years old; for, 
in the year 1650, when the Dutch fhips, on their return from the Indies, touched here 
and took in refrefhments, for which they bartered with the Hottentots, the country 
was, for the firft time, furveyed with any degree of attention, by a furgeon of the 
name of Jan van Riebeek, who belonged to the fleet, and had fome knowledge of 
botany and as he found both the climate and the foil adapted to the cultivation of 
culinary vegetables and fruit-trees, on his return home he propofed to the dixettors to 
eftablith a colony here. : 

On mature deliberation the propofal was agreed to, and Jan van Riebeek was fent 
out as admiral and commander-in-chief, with four-fhips, which were ftored with 
materials for building, carpenters, and feeds of all kinds. On his arrival at the Cape, 
he treated with the Hottentots for the purchafe of a piece of ground, on which was 
erected a fortrefs, ftorehoufe, and hofpital; and, at the fame time, the firft founda- 
tions were laid of this great and flourifhing colony, which does more honour to man- 
kind than all the victories of Alexander the Great, and much more than all the 
important conquefts the Dutch arms have been able to make in every other part of the 
world. 

The fum for which the firft piece of land was purchafed, is very differently reported, 
as well as the quantity of the land itfelf. The firft purchafe fum is faid to have 
amounted to fifty thoufand guilders in wares, and by another purchafe to have been 
augmented with thirty thoufand guilders more; which, although it may atually be fo 
great in the Company’s books, yet it feems to be abfolutely incredible, that the Hot- 
tentots fhould ever have received the major part of it. The laft purchafe is faid to have 
extended as far as Moffelbaay, but this is the lefs true, or even probable, as during the 
time that Van Riebeek was governor of the Cape, as he afterwards was, his fartheft 
difcoveries reached only to that mountain, which is called after him, Riebeek’s 
Cafteel, and ftands at a good diftance within the long range of mountains. In my 
opinion, the land purchafed at firft was no more than that tract of country which lies 
between Table Mountain and Zout Rivier, from whence the colony has firice been 
continually more and more extended in the fame manner as it is now daily enlarged 
and augmented. The citadel was at firft built of wood and earth ; and it was not till 
the year 1664, that, together with its fortifications, it was built of ftone. Near Zout 
Rivier (Salt Rivier) a fmall fort, called (Keer de Koe) ‘Turn the Cow, was alfo 
erected for the purpofe of protecting the Company’s cattle that grazed in the field, 
which it commanded, and to hinder them either from going acrofs the river to the 
Hottentor’s lands, or from being ftolen by the natives of the place. ‘With this view, 
therefore, near the fort a ftable was built for fifty horfes, with which the Hottentots, 
who were very fwift of foot, and difappeared in an inftant, might be purfued with all 
poflible fpeed. ‘This, together with a farm near Conitantia, laid out by Van Riebeek, 
was without doubt the firft and inconfiderable commencement of this fettlement. 
This infant eftablifhment was probably not meant to extend fo far as it has done fince, 
but was intended only for the cultivation of fuch articles as Wvere*neceffary for {upply- 
ing the fhipping that arrived there with refrefhments. But, on a clofer examination 
of the climate, the fertility of the foil, and the weaknefs of the natives, it was refolved 
to extend the fettlement, and feveral Europeans were perfuaded to emigrate and fettle 

; : here,» 
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here, and to cultivate a confiderable tra&t of land, which was granted to them and 
their heirs for ever. Shortly after this, martiageable girls were fent out from the 
orphan-houfes, for the purpofe of fill more increafing the colony ; the inhabitants of 
which got at firft, on truft, implements that were neceffary for the cultivation of the 
land, and fpread themfelves out to Stellenbofch and Drakenftein (where the French 
Proteftant refugees in particular ftrengthened the fettlement), and afterwards on the 
other fide of the mountains to Roode Zand. The whole of Zwartland was afterwards 
peopled, though a fandy and more meagre foil. In fine, within thefe laft thirty 
years the colony has increaled to fuch a degree, and with fuch rapidity, that not only 
the country from Roode Zand and Hottentot’s Holland Mountains has been occupied 
and inhabited as far as Zwellendam, but alfo as far as Moffelbaay, Houtniquas, Lange 
Kloof, Kromme Rivier, and all the way to Camtous Rivier, the Bokke and Rogge- 
velds, Camdebo, and the Snow Mountains. 

The colony of the Cape takes in the town with its parifh and church, Paarl with its 
parifh and church, the Tyger Mountains, &c. and extends as far as Moffelbanks Rivier 
and Baay-falls. 

The colony of Stellenbofch was founded by the governor Simon vander Steel, in 
1670, like a cottage, and provided with a court-houfe and church, at the diftance of 
eight miles from the Cape. It extends from the Tyger Mountains to Hottentot’s 
Holland, and nearly to Baay-falls, and, at the northern end, to Paarl and Mof- 
felbank. 

Drakenftein was founded in 1670, with a very fmall church, and ftands fo clofe to 
Stellenbofch, that it might with great propriety be fubje& to it. And indeed this was 
confidered as a feparate colony, more out of compliment than neceffity. 

The Company paid only four fkellings for a live fheep, and the burghers in the 
town paid one fkelling (rather more than fix-pence Englifh) for twelve pounds. of 
mutton. 

« A great many officers belonging to the fhips lodged in the fame houfe with me. A 
mate paid lefs per diem than a captain, as his pay was lefs, although he was equally 
well-lodged, and equally free from reftraint, and had the fame table and attendance ; 
and this regulation appeared to me in many refpets as equitable as it was handfome and 
delicate. 

Charcoal is a very dear article at the Cape, and is generally carried thither from 
Europe. For a chaldron of charcoal, which ought to contain thirty-fix fchepels (or 
bufhels), of which, however, only thirty-two are delivered out to the purchafer, 
us blackfmiths pay eighteen rix-dollars, and eight rix-dollars for one hundred weight 
of iron. 

Bulbous plants, in all probability, repofe at times, or they are not feen-every year in 

“equfal quantities. In fome places one fees them in one year in great abundance, and 
another year fcarcely any. 

When a flave plays any knavith trick, or does mifchief to any of the neighbours, 
the farmer who owns him is generally obliged to make good the damage, and fre- 
quently to pay one half of the value of the flave, though at the fame time the flave like- 
wife may chance to undergo corporal punifhment for it. 

- When an inferior fervant of the Company trefpaffes, he ufually undergoes corporal 
punifhment ; but a burgher is fined. The former contributes to the reformation of 
manners, and the latter to lining the fifcal’s pockets. 

The laws refpe€ting marriage at the Cape differ in many refpects from thofe that are 
in force at other places; and divorces frequently happen here, attended with fingular 
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tireumftances. The wife of one Sardyn, who had been a foldier feventeen years, 
and at this time kept a public-houfe and a dancing-houfe for the receptién of the com- 
mon people, was proved in court, by the evidence of two witnefles, to have had a 
criminal connexion with a drummer. The profecutor was allowed, it is true, to part 
with his wife, but then fhe was exempted from all farther punifhment; while he, on 
the contrary, was flogged and fent to Batavia, without being fuffered to receive the 
leaft benefit from his property. : 

A certain hatter in the town, who was a bachelor, had got two of his flaves with 
child. Yor the.child he had by one of them, he, in quality of its father, demanded 
baptifm, and accordingly this was baptized, and confequently free; while the other 
girl’s child remained unbaptized and a flave. 

The winter of this year, in the months of June, July, and Auguft, was very cold, 
with a great deal of rain; and on the 6th of July particularly, both the Devil’s Moun- 
tain and ‘Table Mountain were covered with fhow and hail. In feveral places, the 
vines, as well as many vegetables in the kitchen-gardens, had been killed or greatly 
damaged by the froft. . 

In the Company’s garden there was a very beautiful covered walk, formed of 
chefnut-trees, which were now very thick and large. It was this year cut down root 
and branch by order of the governor, for the purpofe of making different kinds of 
furniture of its elegant wood ; and in its ftead were planted oaks, which, However, are 
as little likely to reftore the rg of the garden, as thofe curious animals are to re- 
turn thither, which the highly refpe€table Governor Tulbagh had taken pains to col- 
lect together there, from the interior parts of Africa; but which, after his death, were 
turned out by his fucceffor to become a prey to ravenous beatts. 

The fruit of a fpecies of mefembryanthemum was fometimes brought to the town as 
a rarity, and was called Rofa de Jericho, When it is put into water, it gradually 
opens all its feed-veflels, and exadtly refembles a fun; and when it becomes dry 
again, it contracts itfelf and clofes by degrees. This is no lefs a neceffary than fingular 
property, which points out the admirable inftitution of an all-wife Creator ; inafmuch* 
as this plant, which is found in the’ moft arid plains, keeps its feeds faft locked up 
in time of drought; but when the rainy feafon comes, and the feeds can grow, it 
opens its receptacles, and lets fall the feed, in order that they may be difperfed abroad. 
‘The water in which this fruit has lain is fometimes given to women that are near their 
time, and is thought to procure them an eafy delivery. 

Ordinary public-houfes are much more rarely to be met with here than they are in 
Europe, and taverns {till more fo, as every body has a quantity of wine in his own 
houle, fufficient for himfelf and his friends, Some there are however for the lower 
clafs of people, though very different from thofe which abound fo much in our more 
refined quarter of the globe; being defigned not fo much for drinking and tippling, af 
which drunkennefs, noife, and riotous diforder are the frequent concomitants, as for 
mere diverfion and recreation. The inferior kinds of public-houfes therefore are at the 
fame time dancing. houfes, where every evening muficians are to be found, and the 
guelts, by paying for their wine only (but at a very dear rate), have an opportunity of 
dancing. No card-playing is fuffered, and the dancing is over at,a certain hour in’ the 
night, when cvery one goes quietly home, without making a noife or affrighting others, 
which would not be eafily tolerated by the night-watch, nor go *unpunifhed by, the 
government, ‘ 

At my leifure hours I never neglected to vifit the hills, mountains, and fields, near 
the town. For the purpole of carrying & book and other things neceffary for putting 
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up my feeds and plants, I ufually took with me a hired flave. This year, through the 
kindnefs of the-furgeon, I got a man out of the hofpital to carry my apparatus, ‘who 
had been brought by a fingular deftiny to this fouthernmoft point of Africa. He was 
born in Germany, and, for the fake of trafficking, had travelled much, and had lived for 
fome time in Holland, France, and England, where he refided laft, and carried on a 
fmall trade in certain drugs, and fome chemical preparations. In the courfe of this 
bufinefs, having embarked for France, the fhip was driven by a ftorm towards the coaft 
of Holland, where it was wrecked, and he loft all his little property. On getting afhore, 
he fold his knee-buckles, and, with the trifling viaticum produced by them, fet out for 
Amfterdam, where he met with an old acquaintance, who offered him his affiftance ; 
and under the pretext of procuring him a lodging, took him to a kidnapper’s. Here 
his friend called for brandy, vidtuals,-and wine, of which they both partook. At length, 
when he and his friend parted, he obferved that the landlord gave the latter two ducats. 
Immediately upon this he himfelf was prevented from going out; he then found, to his 
coft, that he was kidnapped ; and, being no ftranger to the Dutch language, threatened 
the kidnapper to lodge a complaint againft him, it he did not inftantly fet him at liberty. 
The kidnapper then began to make oan inquiries about his refidence, means of fup- 
port, &c, and, as he could not pay his reckoning, abfolutely refufed to let him go. 
‘When muftered on board of fhip, whither he had been carried, without having been 
previoufly taken to the Faft-India houfe, and received there, he complained to the 
direStor ; but, as the poor fellow could not poffibly pay for what the kidnapper had 
received of the Company to fit him out, he was obliged, aolens volens, to fail for the 

. Cape, where he arrived fick, and was taken to the hofpital. his poor man accompa- 
nied me twice in my excurfions; but foon regained his liberty by running away, and 
getting oh board one-of the Englith thips that lay in the road. 

Pomegranates grew in Grek of the gardens, but were not expofed to fale, nor much 
eaten in the town. But chefnuts (a/culus pavia) were fold here in plenty, and eaten 
by way of defert, roafted, with a little butter. 

By the fhips that arrived from Europe, I had not only the pleafure to receive letters 
from my patrons in Amfterdam, intimating their fatisfa€tion at what I had fent them, 
but alfo received a confiderable fum in ducats, for the purpofe of paying off part of the 
debt I had contraéted during the two laft years. 

There had arrived from England, in order to proceed to Bengal, Lady Ann Monfon, 
who had undertaken this long and tedious voyage, not only for the purpofe of accom- 
panying her hufband, who went out as colonel of the regiment in the Eaft Indies; but 
alfo with a view to indulge her paffion for natural hiftory. This learned lady, during 
the time the ftaid here, made feveral very fine collections, and particularly in the ani- 
mal kingdom. And, as I had frequently had the pleafure, together with Mr. Mafon, 
of accompanying her to the adjacent farms, and, at the fame time, of contributing 
greatly to the enlargement of her collections, fhe had the goodnefs, before her depar- 
ture, to make me a prefent of a valuable ring, in remembrance of her, and of the friend- 
fhip with which fhe had honoured me. She was a lady about fixty years of age, who, 
amongft other languages, had alfo fome knowledge of the Latin, and had, at her own 
expence, brought with her a draughtfman, in order to affift her in collecting and deli- 

~heating {carce {pecimens of riatural park 

The government at the Cape had refolved to fend this year a veffel called a Hoeker, 
to Madagafcar, to barter for flaves; and the Governor Baron Van Plettenberg had the 
kindnefs to offer to fend me out as furgeon to the hip. But although I had much 
withed to vifit fo large and remarkable an ifland, ftill my inclination to fee the northern 
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part of Afriea was much more prevalent. I therefore begged to be excufed from mak- 
ing this voyage ; and recommended a friend and countryman of mine, Mr. Oldenburg, 
who had been prattifing botany for the fpace of two years that he had accompanied me 
in my excurfions, to go as furgeon’s mate. My recommendation was taken; and Mr. 
Oldenburg even made feveral colledtion of plants; but did not live to return from fo 
unwholefome and fcorching a climate. 

This winter Alderman Berg fhewed me a very curious Fungus (bydnora) which had 
been fent to him, as a great rarity, by a farmer, from the interior part of the country. 
This fungus, which was called Jackhal’s Koft (or Jackall’s food) being, on examination, 
found to be, with refpeét to the parts of fructification, the moft extraordinary plant of 
any. hitherto known, confirmed my refolution of vifiting the northern parts of the Cape, 
and excited in me a with to examine this fungus, with feveral other plants, in their 
native foil, however arid and barren. : 

I fitted myfelf out as in the preceding year, in the month of September, and again 
had Mr. Mafon, the Englith gardener, for my fellow-traveller, although he was not 
much inclined to make any long excurfion this year. 


Journey to Roggeveld. 


ON the 2oth of September, 1774, I fet out with my fellow-traveller, on my third 
journey to the interior part of Africa, After croffing Zout Rivier and Moffelbank’s 
Rivier, we arrived at Vifcherfhoek, a corn-farm of the Company’s, occupied by the 
governor. This year eighty barrels of feed had been fown. : 

The ftranguary raged amongit the cattle here, and was occafioned by the euphorbia 
geniftiodes. As a fovereign remedy for this diftemper, the farmers gave the cattle a tea- 
cup full of powdered oftrich egg-thells mixed with vinegar. The refinous clot of Eu- 
Phorbia, which ftuck faft in the urethra, was fometimes extraGted, when it appeared 
quite white, and about half a finger in length. 

On the 3oth, we rode paft Engelaar’s farm to Matth. Greef’s, near Moffelbank’s 
River. In thefe low fandy plains, and in the dwarf-buthes upon ‘them, there were 
hares in abundance, infomuch that one might fhoot as many as one chofe ; but nobody 
fet any value upon this kind of game, the flefh of which had fo dry a tafte, 

Here I heard much talk of a Hottentot water-melon, which is faid to be a large and 
fucculent root, called Kou by the Hottentots, who grind it down to"meal, and bake it 
like bread. : he 

On the 2d of Oober, we croffed Moffelbank’s River to Jurgen Kutfe’s, and from 
thence proceeded to Abraham Bofman’s, near Paarls-berg. 

Paarl Mountain is neither very high nor of great extent in length ; but it abounds in 
water, fo as amply to fupply the farms that lie on each fide, and a large mill fituated 
at the foot of it. 

The church ftands on the eaft fide of the mountain. . 

The farmers here chiefly cultivated vines, the ftocks of which ‘are often of 4 
years’ growth, and produce a delicious and full-bodied wine. _ Wheat was not muc! 
cultivated here, and the quantity of culinary vegetables was but fmall, as was alfo the 
number of the cattle. . 
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Here we ftaid a couple of days in order to inveftigate the mountains with due care 
and accuracy. Having arrived at the top from the eaftern fide, we obferved a place 
called the Company’s Cellar (Kelder). This confifted of a fomewhat concave and large 
rock,{which had fallen over another rock inclining towards it. Thefe two rocks toge- 
gether formed an arched cellar, as it were, open at both ends, and poffefling an agree- 
able coolnefs. 

The Paarl Diamonds were two very large, bare, fteep, and almoft conic moun- 
tains, the foot of which was fo wide at bottom, that it required an hour to walk 
round it. 

On the sth, we proceeded to Hannes van Aarde’s, near Paardeberg, which is a 
little higher than Paarl Mountain ; this ftands feparate, and has taken its name from 
the wild Cape horfes (or Zebras), which formerly were to be feen here in great num- 
bers. At this time there was only a dozen of thefe beautiful animals, and thefe were 
protected by government, and were far from being thy. 

On the 7th, we paffed on to Lofper’s eftate ; and, : 

On the 8th, pafling by Peter Lofper’s and Johannes Walther’s farm, we came to 
Dreyer’s eftate, near Riebeek Caftle, a large mountain, fo named after Van Riebeek, 
the founder and firft governor of this colony. The mountain was very high, and its 
fides were fteep. 

My fellow-traveller and I, one day, climbed up to the high tops of this mountain, 
whilft our oxen, which we had ordered to be taken off from the waggons, kept graz- 
ing at the fide of it. We were obliged to make almoft the whole circle of the moun- 
tain before we could get to the peak we wifhed to afcend. When arrived upon this 
fummit, we perceived our waggons ftanding at the foot of the mountain ; but faw, at 
the fame time, that we were feparated from them by fuch fteep precipices on this fide, 
that it appeared to us impoffible to reach them, without returning by the fame way that 
we had come, which was nearly three miles about. However, whilft we were fearch- 
ing here after fome curious plants, and laying them up in our books, I ftumbled upon 
a very near, but, at the fame time, dangerous way, to get to the other fide of the 
mountain’s perpendicular flanks. ‘This was a chink of a few fathoms’ length, and fo 
narrow, as to be capable of admitting a middle-fized man only. _ Through this I ventured 
to crawl on my hands and feet, and was fortunate enough to get fafe over to the other 
fide, from whence it was only the diftance of a mufket-thot to our waggons. My fel- 
jow-traveller, together with his dog, flood aftonifhed at my adventurous exploit, the 
one howling, and the other almoft crying ; and, at the fame time, vexed to think that 
he fhould be obliged to go alone a long way round about, without once daring to take 
the dire&t path. My courage was rewarded with a fmall plant which I got in the chink, 
and which I afterwards fought in vain in other places. 

“ On the 11th, we came to Vliermuys Drift and Farry, after having pafled Lombart’s 
and Owerholfen’s eftates, and Honingberg, which is a low mountain, and of a fmall 
extent. 

On the 12th, we arrived at Wilhelm Burger’s grazing farm, near Matje’s Drift and 
Rivier, where our waggon and cart were conveyed over by boats, and the oxen fwam 
acrofs. « . ‘ 

On the 13th, I obferved a rainbow, which was extremely pale, with the, dulleft co- 
lous imaginable, peing formed merely out of a rifing fog. 

On the 14th, we arrived at Hanekamp’s farm, near Picquet-berg, which here ftretch- 
ed north and fouth, but on the eaftern fide, to the northward, had feveral benslings, 
the ridges of which ran fouth-eaft and north-weft. Towards the northern end, the 
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mountain goes up almoft to the long chain of mountains, from whence a point projeéts, 
forming a new range of mountains, the ridges of which run on to the fea-fhore. From 
this it fhould feem, as if Picquet Mountain had a differertt direétion from all other moun. 
tains ; but it is only on the eaftern fide that fuch a ridge runs, and, at the northern end, 
the mountain is continued farther, and runs a great way out to the fouth-eaft and north- 
weft. This mountain is higher than Riebeek Caftle, and, in the eaft and north, has 
a great many fteep and inacceffible rocks, with flat and level furfaces at top. 

Here grew a fhrub called Zand-olvye (dodonea anguftifolia), the wood of which was 
ofa hard nature. This was dried, and a decoétion of it was drank in fevers, by way 
of a purgative. 

‘Tigers infefted the buthes in thefe fandy plains ; and I faw feveral perfons that had 
been bitten by them, though nobody had been killed. I was affured by many people, 
that a tiger preferred a wild-goat to a theep. The tiger is fuppofed to be more treach. 
erous, and lefs magnanimous, than the lion. He feldom fails to rufh upon a man who 
paffes the thicket where he lies Concealed ; and it is impoffible for him to hear the cry 
of “ fa, fa,” without attacking the perfon that utters the found. I was told of a flave 
in Madagafcar, who having {tepped behind a thicket to eafe nature, was attacked by a 
tiger, and wounded fo feverely, that he fainted awa through lofs of blood 3 but, 
feizing the tiger at the fame time by the throat, quite ftifled him, fo that the tiger was 
found dead, and the flave near him in a fwoon. The Cape tiger is fmall, and about 
the fize of a dog. ‘ 

Elephants were aaa | very numerous in thefe parts; but, at refent, they are 
aie extirpated. The belt method to efcape from thefe large beafts, whofe height 

lometimes reaches to eighteen feet, is either to fly to the water, or to get into fome 
- fiffure of a rock, i 

Near Picquet Mountain we, for the firft time, difcovered and fhot a dove (Roode 
Turtelduyv, columba Senegalenfis). This bird is generally found farther up the coun- 
try, and is faid not to have been fo high up towards the Cape till within the laft feven 

ears, 
’ The frapelia incarnata, a very branchy plant without leaves, was found in the vici- 
nity of the mountains, though it was rather farce ; the Hottentots ate it, after peel- 
ing off the edges and prickles, 

Vogel Valley was a kind of fwamp, which lay at the foot of the mountain oppofite 
Paarl, and was frequented by fea-fowls and fnipes. 

All the roads here were fandy and heavy, like thofe about Saldahna-bay, 

Near Picquet-berg to the northwar » ftood Captain Kloofs Mountain, and within 
this, farther to the northward, Drie Fontein’s-berg, and then Babian’s-berg, or the 
Baboons Mountain, which, with its feveral different heads, ftretched on to the.fea- 
thor, 3 

Travelling farther on we came to Carrelfpeck’s farm, fituated under Picquet Moun- 
tain ; from thence to Gert Smidt’s, and afterwards to Dirk Kutfe’s, where Verlooren 
Valley has its origin, and fprings from a mountain belonging to the long chain of moun- 
tains ; and, fina lly, to And. Greef’s, 

The eftates in this tra@ are embellithed with vineyards, cormfields, and beautiful 

lens, d 
gta met with a lemon, which contained another within it, furnithed with a red 
tind. Neither of thefe two lemons had any feed, and the rind of the inner lemon was 
faid to have even a four tafte. 
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Here I alfo faw a goofe’s egg, which contained another egg enclofed within it. ‘The 
external egg had a yolk, but the inner none. , 

Oftriches abound in all thefe parts. They frequently do great damage to the farmers, 
by coming in flocks into their fields, and deftroying the ears of wheat, fo that nothing 
but the bare ftraw itfelf is left behind. ‘The body of this bird is not higher than the 
corn, and when it devours the ears, it bends down its long neck, fo that it cannot be 
feen at a diftance ; but on the leaft noife it rears up its head and long neck, and can 
thus forefee its danger in time, and make its efcape, before the farmer gets within gun- 
fhot ofit. 

When this bird runs it has a proud and haughty look, and feems not to make much 
hafte, although it be in great diitrefs, efpecially if the wind is with it; and when the 
wind blowsa little, it Haps its wings, which greatly affifts it in its flight. It is then im. 
poffible to overtake it with the fwitteft horfe, except when the weather is exceedingly: 
warm and at the fame time calm, or when its wings have been fhot off. 

One morning, as I rode paft a place where a hen-oftrich fat on her neft, the bird fprang 
up and purlued me, with a view to prevent my noticing her young ones, or her eggs. 
Every time I turned my horfe towards her, fhe retreated ten or twelve paces ; but as. 
foon as I rode on fhe purfued me again. 

The farmers here likewife informed me, that a {tone or two is fometimes found in the- 
oftrich’s eggs, which is hard, white, rather flat and fmooth, and about the fize of a 
bean. Thefe ftones are cut and made into buttons, but I never had the good fortune: 
to fee any of them. F 

Partridges (Tetrac) abound here and in many other parts of the country. They did 
not immediately take wing when we rode full trot after them, but they ran fo fwift 
along the road that we could hardly keep pace with them; at length they took flight 
fide-ways with loud and violent fcreams. 

Verlooren Valley is the name given toa rivulet that derives its fource from the above- 
mentioned range of mountains, and empties itfelf into the fea. Its banks are in many 
places overgrown with reeds and rufhes (carex, arundo), which fometimes fhoot up to 
the height of feveral yards, infomuch that the rivulet, in fuch places, cannot be feen. 
In thefe impenetrable receffes an innumerable multitude of birds have their haunts and 
places of refuge, fuch as different forts of herons (ardea major and carulea), ducks 
(anates), and coots (fulice). In fome places it was narrow, and in others broad; 
but in particular it grew wider and wider the nearer it approached to the fea. In fome 
places there were large holes and deep refervoirs. It runs into the ocean to the north. 
ward, and, when it is low, the mouth appears dry, and the current there entirely 
choaked up with the fand, and ftagnating. The nearer it approaches the fea, the deeper it 
grows in the middle, and the freer it is from reeds. It has many windings, and in its. 
sourfe, runs between two tolerably high mountains. The water is {weet aad good ; 
but near the fea, from the intermixture of the falt-water, and efpecially in the dry fea~ 
fon, it grows faltih. We encamped feveral days along its banks in the open air, till 
‘we came to its mouth, ina fandy and barren field, where no colonifts dwelt, and where 
there were only a few places for grazing cattle, which were moftly committed to the: 
care of the Hottente-s, - 

At the beginning of Vertooren Valley, oppofite the end of Picquet Mountain, pro- 
jets a ridge of mofintains, which runsall the way down tothe ftrand, where Verlooren 
Valley ends, and forms the heights on one fide of this rivulet. > 

From Picquet-berg fome ridges of mountains alfo project, which terminate on the 
other fide of Verlooren Valley. 
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The large and long range of mountains which extends from Cape Falfo, near Hot- 
tentot’s Holland, acrofs the whole country, terminates here in {cattered and broken 
hills and eminences, fo that it was not neceffary to crofs the above-mentioned range at 
the northern end, as at Roode Zand and Pickenier’s Kloofs, 

Near a farm where Hottentots only tended the cattle, we experienced the inconveni- 
ency of being infefted with vermin. We encamped, it is true, at a confiderable dif. 
tance from their habitations ;_ but before our arrival, they had {pread their fkin-coverings, 
which fwarmed with vermin, upon the adjacent fields, and our pillows, on which we 
ufed to fit in the fhade of our waggons, were prefently filled with them, fo that after 
feveral days painful labour we could hardly get rid of our hungry and troublefome guelts, 

Serpents abounded greatly in thefe fandy and bufhy plains. Not a day paffed that 
we did not catch feveral, and put them into the brandy-kegs. Whilft we were fitting 
on the ground to eat our homely meals, they ran acrofs my legs and thighs as well as 
thofe of my fellow-travellers, without once biting any of us. A ferpent once twifted 
round my ‘eft leg, and without biting me fuffered itfelf to be gently thaken off. 
Another came creeping out from under my body, whilft I lay on the ground, and 
afterwards crawled, as cold as ice, over the bare leg of one of the comgany that fat 
near me, without doing the leaft hurt to any one of us. From this it may plainly be 
inferred, that ferpents do not attempt to bite, unlefs in felf defence, when trampled 
upon, or otherwife hurt. Many times did ferpents run acrofs the road, and not unfre- 
quently between the horfes’ feet, without doing the horfes any injury. 

‘The fand-moles, of which here were vatt numbers, had made fo many holes in the 
ground that it was with great difficulty and danger the traveller could get on, as his 
hozfe fometimes fell deep into them, and very frequently ftumbled. 

From Verlooren Valley we travelled on to Lange Valley, which is a river fimilar to 
the former, but much lefs; and from hence we had a very long and dry Carrow-field 
to traverfe before we got near the mountains again, and to a place called the Gentlemen’s 
Hotel (Heeren Logement). 

The heights were very fandy, the country dry, and the grazing farmis fearce, at 
which the farmers themfelves likewife did not live, but only kept fome hired Hottentots 
to tend their cattle, which is here the only thing attended to; as the drought and the bar- 
rennefs of the foil prevent them from growing corn, or planting orchards. 

On the asth, before we reached the Gentlemen's Hotel, we paffed feveral {mall vales 
in our way of a very trifling depth, which, from the heat of the weather, were already 
quite dried up. Thefe had a {trange and fingular appearance, as the clay which during 
the rainy feafon had been diffolved and agitated in water, was now depofited in various 
ftrata, or laminz: of different degrees of thicknefs, which had fplit in confequence of 
the heat, and were feen very difinaly. ‘The lowermoft layer was the coarfeft, and 
contained a great quantity of extraneous particles, which, in confequence of their weighs, 
had fettled there firft. “The uppermott layer was both purer and finer, and fo dry as 
to ftick to the lips and tongue like a new tobacco-pipe. This, as well as other African 
minerals, I collected, and have prefented them to the royal academy at Upfal for their 
collection of minerals. ; 

In my way to the Gentlemen’s Hotel, I founda fearce and longsfought-for plant, viz, 
the Codon Royeni, but did not fee more than one fhrub of it, which however I think J 
never fhall forget. It was one of* the hotteft days in fummer, aiid the heat was fo 
intolerable, that we were afraid that our beafts would grow faint and drop down quite 
exhauited. By this infufferable and tormenting heat our bodies were {welled up, as 


it were, and the pores opened in the higheft degree. The buthes we met with, were 
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covered all over with white, brittle, and tranfparent prickles, which, when my fellow- 
traveller and I fuddenly fell upon them, and ftrove which fhould pluck the moft 
flowers with our naked hands, fcratched them in fuch a terrible manner, that for feveral 
days we experienced great pain and inconvenience. . 

At length we arrived quite exhaufted to the Gentlemen’s Hotel, which was a vale 
between the mountains, with a prety high hill. Up this hill we had to drive before 
we could get into another tract of country, which however was not very fertile. 

This place, which is pleafant, being ornamented with a {mall wood and a rivulet of 
frefh-water, is called the Gentlemen’s Hotel, becaufe on one fide of the mountain 
there is a large cavern to the weftward, like a hall, formed by two rocks, which were 
hollowed owt by the hand of time. I climbed up to it, and found the names of 
feveral travellers written on the fides. Near this was another hollow vault, but fome- 
what lefs. : 

In the former of thefe caves there was a fmall fiflure, in which a tree, probably the 
Sideroxylon, had taken root, and ftood in a very flourifhing condition, being above 
eight feet in height; although it had no more water for its nourifhment and fupport 
than the trifling quantity that was retained by the fiffure in the rainy feafon, 

Upon the whole, the mountains thereabouts were dry, barren, and of a brittle 
texture, appearing as if they had been burned, and containing a great number of large, 
bare, and loofe ftones. 

Whilft we refrethed ourfclves here and our wearied cattle, a farmer arrived on 
horfeback from Olyfant’s Rivier, who informed us that a lion inhabited the fpot by 
which we were to pafs, and that it had lately been feen upon the road, and had pur. 
fued a Hottentot there. 

However, as we had no other way than this dangerous one to chvofe, we fet out on the 
following day, viz. the 26th, and, the better to be on our guard, we rode the whole 
day with our guns, laid acrofs our arms, cocked and loaded with ball; and late in the 
evening, when it was quite dark, arrived at Peter van Seele’s, near Olyfant’s Rivier, 
where we ftaid a few days, as the fituation was comfortable and the people obliging and 
hofpitable. 

The road was almoft every-where fandy, and the heights we rode over prefented 
nothing but bare rocks, with a red fand-ftone, interfperfed with pebbles, that appeared 
to have been enclofed in the fand-ftone before it had hardened into a rock, in like manner 
as their furface feemed to have been polifhed, before their enclofure, to the degree of 
{moothnefs they now exhibited, by the violent motion of the waves. 3 

Here were feveral mountains flat at top, like the Table Mountain, which terminated 
behind Olyfant’s Rivier, before they reached the fea-fhore, between which and the 
mountains it is faid to be a day’s journey over a broad and level plain. . 

~ The Bokke-veld Mountains alfo ended near the fea-fhore, on the other fide of Olyfant’s 
Rivier ; they are of a confiderable height, and do not go off with a gradual flope. 

Kamerup was the name given here to the Hottentot’s water-melon, a large fuccu- 

lent root. 


Karup again fignified the root of a fpecies of Lobelia, which was eaten by the Hot- 
tentots. 


Moor-wortel is an“umbelliferous plant, from the root of which and honey the Hot- 
~ tentots make, by fermentation, an intoxicating liquor. , 
\ A wild goofe (anes Aigyptiaca) took up its refidence in great Olyfant’s Rivier imme- 
diately below the farm, and did great damage to the farmer’s wheat-fields. It had been 
fied on before, and wounded with {mall fhot, but efcaped alive. This made it fo 
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fhy and cautious, that on the flighteft view of the people of the houfe it would fly to 
the other fide of the river, {o' that nobody could come within gunfhot of it. I being a 
ftranger, it feemed to be lefs fearful of me, a circumftance which, one day, as it came 
on the fide of the river next the houfe, gave me an opportunity of fhooting it, to the 
great fatisfation of my hott. 

As we now had to travel through a dry and barren defart, we took care to lay in 
proper provifion here for the journey, viz. bifcuits, bread, butter, and freth meat, 
with which our worthy hoftefs very obligingly furnifhed us. We fent all our baggage 
over Olyfant’s Rivier, which was pretty broad, in a {mall boat, and afterwards made 
the oxen fwim acrofs with the waggons. ‘The river was deep in feveral places, and a 
beautiful wood, confifting of trees of various kinds, efpecially the mimofa nilotica, 
adorned its banks. 

After this, on the 30th, we rode down by the foot of the mountains, the firft and 
largeft projecting point of which was called Windhoek, and the other Mafkamma, 
We arrived at a grazing farm, which belonged to one Ras, and was called Trutru. 
Here, on fome of the lefler hills, I found the Hottentots water-melon, which I had 
been long in fearch of, and defirous of knowing. The root was almoft as round as a 
ball, above fix inches in diameter, of a yellowifh colour, and about as hard as an 
ordinary turnip. The tafte of it was agreeable and refrefhing. It is much eaten by 
the Hottentots. Its bloffom was not quite full blown ; but it feemed to me to belon 
to the order of the contorte, and J thought it might be referred more efpecially to the 
ceropegia, or the periploca genus. 

The field was always dry; in the clefts indeed, and fometimes at the foot of the 
mountains, there was water; but the land was fo poor, that no farms could be laid 
out there, 

We faw the Bokke-veld Mountains lying before us, which extended far towards 
the fea-fide, and that with feveral projecting points, juft like fo many ranges of 
mountains, ; 

On the 31ft, we proceeded through the defart; in which the farther we advanced, 
the drier it grew. Our journey through the defart lafted three days at leaft: and in 
the whole at this tract we found only three places which at this time afforded a little 
falt-water. But thefe were the more difficult to find, as they did not lie near the road, 
but at a great diftance from it. A ftranger eafily paffes by them, and thus endangers 
his own life and that of his cattle. Very happily for us, we fell in with a farmer from 
the Cape that was travelling the fame road; but with our weak cattle we could not 
keep pace with him. We therefore requefted, that he would fet up a ftick with a 
linen rag on it at the places where we ought te bait, and in the neighbourhood of 
which we might look for fo extraordinary a phenomenon as falt-water is in thefe shirfty 
plains. The firft night we luckily hit upon the watering-place called Single Dorn- 
boom’s Rivier, but not the fecond, fo that our cattle were nearly exhaufted by heat 
and thirft, before we reached, which we did not.do till the third evening, the Bokke- 
land Mountains, where we baited all night near a fmall rivulet of frefh-water, called 
Dorn River, after having paffed a place called (Lecuwedais, or Leeuwejagt) 
Lion’s Dance. * 

In the winter, when it is fet in for rain, the farmers remove for fome time with - 
their cattle to this part, which is at this time the moft proper for breeding of fhéep, 
but not always for other cattle. And indeed the fheep in thefe barven fields grow 
fometinies fo fat, that thei. fleth cannot be eaten. The leavcft are therefore always 
felected for flaughter. When a butcher has purchafed a flock of fheep, and driven 
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them one hundred and thirty or one hundred and fifty miles to the Cape, they are 
generally reckoned fat enough to be killed. : 

All the mountains here ftretched north-north-eaft towards the fea, and fouth-fouth- 
weft into the country, where they grew very flat ; towards the fummits they were quite 
level, as if their heads had been lopped off. 

fo the left, a ridge of mountains was feen to commence, which ran along the fea- 
fhore, and was not very high. ; 
_ In this Carrow-land grew the moft fingular Mefembryanthemums, and thofe in the 
greateft quantity; on the other hand, but very few Craffulas, Euphorbias, and 
Cotyledons. 

On the 2d of November, we rode up the Bekke-land Mountains with two pair of 
oxen, with which the farmer, who had paffed us, kindly affifted us, ours being quite 
fatigued and difabled, and the mountains fo fteep that feveral Hottentots were obliged 
to hold the waggons faft with cords, to prevent them oyerfetting. This mountain was 
not only very fteep, but likewife very hilly, and abounded with flate; above there was 
a fteep ridge, and the fides of the crown itfelf were almoft perpendicular. At the top 
of all the mountain was level, the air colder, and the plain abounded in grafs. | 

Bokke-veld lies between the thirtieth and thirty-firft degree fouth of the equator. 

In afcending this mountain, we difcovered a fpecies of Aloe (alce dichotoma), the 
ftem of which, when of a proper thicknefs, is hollowed out, and ufed by the Hottentots 
as a quiver for their arrows. 

Weary, but not a little pleafed, we afterwards arrived at Clas Lofper’s farm, whither 
we intended indeed to have gone the preceding year, but were prevented by an accident. 
in this honeft farmer, during the few days {tay we made with him, we found as 
generous a hoft as we had before found in him a faithful guide and kind affiftant. 
He was the richeft grazier in the whole country ; and was at this time in poffeffion of 
at leaft twelve thoufand fheep, and above fix hundred full-grown horned cattle, befides 
about two hundred calves. a 

We now left a tract of land to the left, nearer to the fea, which is occupied and 
inhabited by two rich and powerful nations, the Little and Great Namaquas. Thefe 
are occupied in grazing; and their cattle appeared to me to be of quite a different 
kind from thofe of the Caffres and colonifts, being for the moft part long-legged, 
large, and without a bunch on the back. 

Bokke-land or Goat-land, which we had now reached, is nothing elfe than a tolerably 
high mountain, which is level at the top, and towards the edges of its fummit forms 
a variety of projecting angles, pointing to the fea-fide, It confifts of different {trata ; 
the uppermoft of which is fand-ftone, in many places interlarded,with polifhed round 

ebbles. The fand-{tone is for the moft part laminate like flate, and moulders away 
into pieces by rain. 

This country being all over exceedingly barren, and confequently not much fre- 
quented by the colonifts, there were feveral fmall focieties of Hottentots, fcattered up 
and down in it, who were in poffeffion of fome very intonfiderable herds of cattle ; 
and a great many of them were employed as fervants by the few farmers that lived 
here, who repaid thir fervices with cattle and other trifling gratuities. 

With thefe as well as other Hottentots who live farther up the country, near Rog» 
geveld, and who were once more numerous and rich than they are at prefent, the 
Dutch Company formerly carried on a bartering trade; but, on account of the in- 
juftice and violence which the factors that were fent to them were guilty of, and which 
the governors frequently connived at, not deeming it their duty to contend for a 
: rights 
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rights of nature and humanity, when neither the Company’s nor their own private 
intereft was concerned, it has now almoft entirely ceafed. When a corporal was fent 
out by the governor, with a few men to barter with the Hottentots for their oxen, - 
againit arrack, glafs beads, iron, and tobacco, he not only got their oxen for flaughter, 
but their calves, cows, and fheep. And this exchange was not always with the Hot- 
tentots’ good will and confent, but by compulfion, and frequently by force. Befides 
this, they were bafe enough to dilute the arrack with water, and thus to adulterate it. 
This mode of bartering occafioned by degrees fuch a difguft, that fome of the Hot- 
tentots neglected to augment their ftock, and others entirely left the places of their 
refidence, and ran away ; after which they fometimes ftole cattle from the farmers, 
who by degrees feized upon their land. Not long ago, Corporal Feldman procured 
by barter five hundred oxen, with the greateft part of which he enriched himfelf, re- 
turning only fifty into the Company’s flaughter-houfe. This bartering traffic, which 
was not very advantageous to. the Company, but unjuft and cruel towards the Hot- 
tentots, has now quite ceafed ¥s well in this north-weftern, as in the fouth-eaftern part 
of Africa, efpecially fince the land is well peopled, and the farmers, who abound in 
cattle, are now capable of delivering as many foever as may be wanted. Should fuch 
traflic ever take place again, it ought to be with the Caffres and Namaquas, who are 
poffefled of a great quantity of cattle, and whofe lands have not hitherto fuffered in 
the leaft by the encroachments from the colonifts. ‘ 

From Bokke-land we faw the Roggeveld Mountains to the eaftward, and, nearer 
hand, the Hantums Mountains to the northward, and {till farther to the northward, a 
range of mountains, behind which lay, according to report, an immenfe long plain 
without mountains, but furnifhed with feveral falt-pans, and inhabited by Bofhiefman 
Hottentots. All the above-mentioned mountains lay high, and at the top as it were of 
the Bokke-land Mountains. 

The Bofhiefman Hottentots inhabit the moft indifferent, poor, bare, and cold part 
of this fouthernmoft point of Africa, towards the north and eaft from Namaquas-land, 
acrofs Roggeveld, and as far as the Snow Mountains. And indeed this nation is the 
pooreft and moft deftitute of all. They have feldom or ever any cattle, and frequently 
no fixed abode, but wander about the country, and fupport themfelves by plunder and 
theft. They often live without either clothes or huts; and I was informed by fome 
farmers worthy of credit, that thefe people fometimes creep down at night into caverns 
and holes in the earth, many together till the cave is full, when the uppermoft covers 
himfelf with the kin of a Daffi (cavia capenjis), to keep out the cold and bad weather. 
They are of a yellowifh brown colour, and fomething lefs than the Hottentots, with 
very {mall and delicate limbs. The belly, which projets extremely, conttitutes almoft 
the whole of the man. ‘ 

Thefe Bofhiefmen had, for the {pace of feveral years, molefted the colonifts here, 
as likewife in Roggeveld and near the Snow Mountains, ftolen their cattle, murdered 
many of the colonifts themfelves, and fet fire to their farms. At different times parties 
had been fent out to difperfe them, and laft year in particular, three large parties had 
been fent into three different quarters, 

A party, confifting of a hundred men, of which thirty-two were Chriftians, and 
the reit Hottentots in their fervice, had been fent out againft fonié Namaquas Bothief- 
men, and now met us on their return. In this expedition they bad killed about a - 
hundred, and made prifoners of twenty, chiefly {mall children, fome of whom they 
at this prefent junéure had with them. It was faid, that in a fimilar expedition in 
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1765, one hundred and eighty-fix had been killed. None of the Chriftians that were 
on this expedition were either killed or wounded. 

The Hottentots are confidered as allies, and not fuffered to be made flaves of ; 
but fuch Hottentots as are taken prifoners in war, efpecially if young, are for fome 
time the property of the captor, and obliged to ferve without wages, but are not to be 
difpofed of to others. If any of the colonifts take an Hottentot orphan to bring up, 
it mutt ferve him, it is true, without wages, till it is twenty-five years old; but, on 
arriving at that age, it is at liberty to go where it pleafes, or to continue in fervice at 
a ftated falary. 

Altlfough this Bokke-land, which alfo has the name of the Lower Bokkeveld, lies- 
very high, yet it is faid that {now very feldom falls here, 

For the protection of the property of the colonifts againft the ravages of the Hotten- 
tots, the Company had, to the eaftward, eftablifhed feveral pofts one after another ; 
but to the weftward, on the other fide of the mountain, not one was eftablifhed, al- 
though it is there that fuch pofts are moft neceflary ind important. The farmers 
towards this coaft muft therefore themfelves be armed in order to defend themfelves 
againft thefe plundering Bofhiefmen ; and on this occafion the more wealthy farmers 
generally fupply the other with powder, ball, and men. One of the farmers is com- 
monly chofen for their leader, who is then exempted from all other borough fervice. 
‘When a large party is fent out, the government fupplies them, on the Company’s ac- 
count, with brandy, hand-cuffs, powder and fhot. 

The Bofhiefmen exercife their violence and i saga not only on the Chriftian 
colonifts, but have, previous to this, by their thefts, ruined the major part of the 
Hottentot natives, many of whom have fince gone into the fervice of the colonifts. 

‘When any ftrangers arrive at a farm, the Hottentots belonging to it always give 
each of them a name fuited to his appearance, profeffion, or other external cir- 
cumftances ; this happened in feveral different places to me and my companions. 

‘When we were encamped in the open air, which was frequently the cafe, and had 
forgot to procure fire by means of our guns, the Hottentots made ule of another me- 
thod, which was no lefs curious than infallible. ‘They took two pieces, of hard wood, 
one of which was cylindrical, and the other flat, with a hole in it; the flat piece was. 
laid down on the ground, and the foot placed on one end of it to keep it faft; after 
which fome dry grafs was laid round the hole, and the cylindrical ftick being put into 
the hole, it was twirled round between the hands with fuch velocity, that the friétion 
arifing from it fet the grafs on fire. 

‘When we ftewed our meat in the open field, the Hottentots would fometinies come, 
after it was taken out of the pot, and firft befmear themfelves all over with the greale, 
and afterwards rub the foot of the pot:all over their bodies. 
~ The Bofhiefinen fometimes make ufe of javelins, but the fhafts are fhorter and 
thicker than thofe of the Caffres’ Aflagays; which they ufe not only to throw, but 
likewife, and indeed chiefly, for the purpofe of killing the eattle they have ftolen; 
but their principal arms, which they ufe in war and for their own defence in general, 
are bows and poifoned arrows, and thefe they are taught to handle with great dexterity. 
The arrow is armed with a thin triangular piece of iron, faftened with a firing to a 
bone of a finger’s length, to the end of which again is faftened a reed. This iron as 
* well as the bone is ofterwards rubbed with poifon extracted from ferpents. The Bofhief- 
men are the moft expert markfmen of all the Hottentots, and are faid to be able to fhoot 
their arrows to the diftance of two hundred and eighty paces. They alfo know how to 
avoid the arrows of others with the greateft nimblenefs and dexterity, juft as baboons 
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do when ftones are thrown at them; and if they could but fee the mufquet-balls of the 
Europeans, they would think themfelves able to efcape them likewife. To running the 
Bofhiefmen Hottentots are fo inured, as not to be excelled in it by any others; but 
can almoft hold out longer than a horfe. On the level plains they are eafily overtaken 
by a man on horfeback; but very feldom if the road be ftony, and never in moun- 
tainous places. 

They can endure hunger a longer time; but when they have a plentiful fupply, will 
eat fo immoderately as to diftend their bellies to an amazing fize. When oppreffed by 
hunger, they tie a belt round their bodies, which they gradually draw tighter, till the 
navel is brought clofe to the back-bone. 

When a Bofhiefman has caught a ferpent, and killed it, he does not, according to 
report, cut off its head, but bites it off, and then cutting out the veficle containin 
the poifon, dries it in the fun till it becomes vifcid and tough, and then mixes it with 
the juice of a poifonous tree (frequently the cefrum venenatum), which makes the 
poifon adhere the fafter to the arrow. 

The Hottentots and Bofhiefmen are faid to fortify themfelves againft poifoned darts 
and the bite of venomous animals, by fuffering themfelves to be gradually bitten by 
ferpents, {corpions, and other venomous creatures, till they become accuftomed to it ; 
but thefe trials fometimes coft them their lives. The urine of an Hottentot thus pre- 


pared is efteemed an excellent antidote or counterpoifon, and is therefore drunk by | 


fuch as have been bitten by ferpents. 
hen it thunders, the Bothiefmen are very angry and curfe bitterly, thinking that 
the"Itorm is occafioned by fome evil being. 

Poifonous bulbous plants (Giftbolles, Amaryllis difticha), grow in feveral places com- 
mon, with their beautiful clufters of flowers.” The root, which is poifonous, is almoft 
as big as one’s fift. The Hottentots ufe it chiefly for poifoning the arrows with which 
they thoot the fmaller kind of game, fuch as Spring-bucks (capra pygargus) and the 
like. Thofe bulbs that grow in the fhade are thought to poffefs a ftronger poifon than 
thofe which are expofed to the fun. 

On the following days we rode along Bokke-land to Hantum. The country in- 
clined gently and gradually towards it. The Hantum country began with fcattered 
ridges of mountains ; farther up the country ftood a high mountain, which was more 
particularly called Hantum Mountain, and had a cut, or open cleft, through which 
we rode. The mountain was fmooth and level at the top, and in height appeared 
equal to Rogge-veld. 

After we had got to the end of Bokke-land, the country grew, the farther we tra- 
velled, a drier Carrow, with confiderable rivers, which had ftill brackifh water in them, 
but in fummer are quite dried up. 


In Hantum we paffed Van Rhen’s grazing farm, near Riet-fontein, and afterwards ~ 


tode by Hendrik Lau’s grazing farm, to Abraham van Wyk’s farm. This Van Wyk 
was a lufty, fat man; as foon as the dogs, by their barking, announced the arrival of 
ftrangers, he {tood at the door to bid us welcome. My fellow-traveller and I were not 

a little furprifed, in a country fo extremely barren, and through which we had tra- 
velled feveral days without feeing a fingle living creature, now to find fo lufty and cor- 

+ pulent a man, and one that did fo much credit to his keeper. a 

In this tract we found the fungus we had fo long fought and wifhed to fee (Aydnora 
Africana), which without doubt is one of the moft extraordinary plants that have been 
dilcovered of late years, It always grows under the branches of the thrub euphorbia 
8 2 tirucallé 
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tirucalli, and upon its roots. The lower part of it, which is the fruit, is eaten by the 
Hottentots, Viverra, foxes and other animals. 

On the 13th we proceeded to Chriftian Bock’s; and, 

On the 14th, to Rhonnofter Rivier, where we were obliged to unyoke our cattle and 
{tay all night; although a lion had two days before killed a zebra near this fpot, which 
it had not yet had time to devour. 

The lions have their haunts in every part of thefe mountains; and are, on account 
of the farmers’ herds of cattle, as difagreeable neighbours as the Bofhiefmen. And 
indeed there were feveral people here who had been in danger from thefe dreadful 
beafts of prey. Amongft others was mentioned a farmer of the name of Korf, who 
lived not far off. 

A lion had ftationed itfelf amongft the rushes of a rivulet that ran near the farm, fo as 
to deter the fervants from going to fetch water, or tend the cattle. ‘The farmer himfelf 

. therefore, accompanied by a few terrified Hottentots, refolved to attack it, and endea- 

_ your to drive it away. But as it lay concealed in the thick rufhes, he could not fee 
to take aim, but was obliged to fire feveral fhot at. random into the rufhes. The lion, 
enraged at this, rufhed out upon the farmer, who, having fired his piece, was now quite 
defencelels, and at the fame time deferted by his fugitive Hottentots. As foon as the 
lion had laid hold of him, he plucked up courage, and thruft one of his hands down 
the lion’s throat, which faved him from being torn to pieces, till at length he fainted 
away from lofs of blood. After this the lion left him, and retreated into the ruthes 
again for a few days. When the farmer at laft recovered, he found that he wag not 
only terribly wounded in his fides by the lion’s talons, but one of his hands wi fo 
much torn and lacerated by the animal’s teeth, that there were no hopes of its being 
healed. On entering the houfe and being a little revived, he took an axe in his hand, 
laid the wounded hand on a block, put the axe on it, and ordered one of his fervants to 
{trike the axe with a club. Having thus cut off his own hand, he dreffed it with cow- 
dung, and tied a bladder over it, and at length healed the wounds with the ufual falve, 
made of a decoétion of odoriferous herbs, lard, and a little wax. 

[ heard another anecdote of an old farmer, who, together with his fon, had gone out 
in order to drive away a lion from his farm. The lion had fuddenly leaped upon the 
old man’s back, and in that fituation, before it had had time to kill him, was fhot dead 
by the fon. 

Another inftance was related to me of the widow of one Wagenaar, near the Snow 
Mountains, who had gone out to {care a lion away from her cattle; when the beatt 
feizing on her, firft ate off one of her arms, and at length, when fhe fainted, devoured 
“her head. After this it had likewife devoured a Hottentot maid-fervant, who had ran 
to her miftrefs’s affiftance. he children who had feen this fhocking fight through the 
crevices of the door, dug themfelves out through the earth under the back wall of the 
houfe, and from thence ran away to the neareft farm. 

From this dangerous place we went to Daunis, where the fettlement had been 
deftroyed by the Bofhiefmen by fire, and the cwner with his people forced to run . 
away. 

The country haze was level, with feveral mountains running north-eaft and fouth- 
weft. Direétly before us lay the Rogge-veld mountains. 

« Moorwotel (4n umbelliferous plant) was alfo fpoken of here as a root, from. which,- 
with water and honey, the Hottentots prepare an intoxicating liquor. his root is faid 
to be taken up principally in the months of November and December. 

On 
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On the 15th we rode along Drooge Rivier, where we were informed by two farmers 
who overtook us, that a lion had followed our track the day before, ‘but, on feeing fome 
fheep, had turned about in purfuit of them. 

On the 16th we travelled along the foot of the Rogge-veld mountains, and then, 
through a valley formed by them, called Port, and at laft went up the mountain to 
Wilhelm Stenkamp’s farm. . 

Here the country was called the Lowermoft Rogge-veld, not becaufe it lies lower than 
the other Rogge-velds (Rye-fields), but becaufe it lies fattheft from the Cape. Thefe 
as well as the others have been fo named from a kind of rye which grows wild here in 
abundance near the bushes. 

The winter is very cold, with froft and fnow, for which reafon no cattle can be kept 
here, inftead of which they are driven down to Carrow. The fettlers in the lowermoft 
Roggeveld, who are in poffeflion of good houfes, fometimes pafs the winter there; but 
thofe who live in the middle Rogge-veld always remove from thence. 

‘The whole country is deftitute of wood, and has only a few fmall fhrubs and bufhes 
of the Mefembryanthemum, Pteronia, Stoebe kinds, and a few others, fuch as Othon- 
nas, &c. ‘The country produces good fodder for fheep and horfes only, of which there 
are great numbers, but vty little horned-cattle, on moft of the farms. 

The uppermoft ftratum of this mountain is fand-ftone, which is hard, and breaks in 
large pieces, and very fit for building of houfes. The middle {tratum is flate, which 
may be difcerned in the clefts, and this bed is wider than the former. The lowermoft 

ratum is red fand and clay, interfperfed with round {tones of different fizes. 

Rogge-veld is a mountain which has been inhabited by the colonifts for thefe thirty 
years paft. It confifts of eminences and valleys, and has no ridges of any remarkable 
height, fo that it cannot be called level, but hilly. 

The farms are not fituated far up the country, but near the edges of the fummit of 
the mountain and all along it, fo that the part inhabited is yet very fmall. 

The foil in the lowermoft Rogge-veld is a dark brown mould, intermixed with a 
fmall quantity of loofe and brittle clay. It does not rain either at Rogge-veld or at 
Camdebo in winter, but only in {pring and fummer ; and the rain is then always accom- 
panied with thunder-ftorms. 

On the 18th we proceeded to Jacob Laue’s; and, 

On the 20th, to Adrian Laue’s farm. From the edge of the fummit of the moun- 
tain here we faw the Carrow lying underneath us, as alfo Windhoek, Mafkamma, the 
Table Mountains near Olyfant’s Rivier, the cold Bokkevelds, and Roode Zands Win- 
terhoek, dll ina row. 

The Roode Zand and Bokkeveld Mountains were lower than Roggeveld. Carrow 
lay between thefe, higher than that Carrow-field which we had paffed through between 
Olyfant’s Rivier and Bokke-land, and almoft as high as Mafkamma and the Bokke- 
larid mountains. - . 

On the 21{t we came to Gert van Wyk’s. 

‘The above-mentioned farms were always fituated in valleys between the heights. 

Although the fummer drew near, it was very cold, and froze at nights. The after- 
noon’s breeze alfo was always cold. 

On the 23d we arrived at Thomas Nel’s farm ; and afterwarfls to Adrian van Wyk’s, 
near the edge of the top of the mountain, where a tremenduoujly deep valley extends 
down to Carrow; from hence a road leads to Carrow and Moftert’s Hoek. = * 

Here I faw a Hottentot female fervant that was born with the left arm imperfe@, and 
ending near the elbow. The mother was for murdering this child at the birth, accord- 
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to the cuftom of the Hottentots (it being a cripple), but was prevented by 4 humane 
colonift. ; 

I was furprifed to find that the Hottentots, who were in the fervice of the farmers, 
and were moftly naked, could endure the cold here fo well. They had no other cover. 
ing than a fheep-{kin about their backs; the woolly fide being worn next to the {kin in 
the winter, and the fmooth fide in the fummer. It was but feldom that they had fhoes 
to their feet. It fometimes happens, however, that they are frozen to death. 

It is a cuftom with the Hottentots in thefe parts, to bury their dead in the clefts of 
the mountains ; and fuch as fell into a fwoon, had the hard fate to be buried imme- 
diately. Wild cucumbers is the name given to the Coloquintida (cucumis colocynthis), 
They were faid to be eaten by the Hottentots, and even by the colonifts, after being 
pickled with vinegar, although they tafte very bitter. The fheep feed eagerly on them, 
The ftapelia articulata repens, a thick plant without leaves, is eaten by the Hottentots, 
as alfo by the colonifts, after being pickled in the fame manner as cucumbers. 

Karré-hout (rbus) is a kind of wood which the Hottentots in this part of the country 
ufed for making bows. is a 

The road all over Roggeveld was rough, and full of round and fharp loofe ftones, 

The Spring-bok comes hither fometimes from the interior ‘parts, and goes as far as 
the Bokkevelds, or fomewhat farther. At the expiration of a certain number of years 
they emigrate in the fame manner as the Lemmings in Swedith Lapland, arriving in 
troops of millions, and going in a long field one after the other, eating away all the 
herbage wherever they pafs, and fuffering nothing to obftru€ them on their march, 
If any of them bring forth on the road, they leave their young behind. If any of the 
farmers fire among{t them, they continue their route neverthelefs without interruption, 
and are not even intimidated by lions and other beafts of prey, who follow the herd, 
and make great havock amongft them. After they have paffed through any farmer’s 
grounds, hardly any thing is left for his cattle to eat, nor any water to drink. The 
corn-fields muft be watched night and day, otherwife they would entirely deftroy the 
corn, and the farmers would be reduced to want. , 

On the 24th, we came to a {pring in the open field, where we encamped all night ; 
and, 

On the 25th, we croffed the mountain to Paul Kerfte’s, near Kreutsfontein. In the 
afternoén, when we were ready to fet out from hence, and our horfes were faddled, 
my horfe had the misfortune to be bitten in the breaft by a ferpent, as they were water- 
ing him at the brook juft below the farm, In confequence of this his whole foot grew 
{tiff and {welled as I rode on, and the fwelling increafed to fuch a degree, that, before 
Thad got a ftone’s-throw from the farm, he could proceed no farther, and I was obliged 
to leave him on the fpot. A {mall ferpent, not quite fix inches long, which was faid 
to be very venomous, and was found here in abundance, was fuppofed to be the per- 
petrator of this mifchief. 

Here began the middle Roggeveld, which was only divided from the former by 
means of a few mountainous ridges. : 

On the 26th, we arrived at Cornelius Kutfe’s, 

His fon had a fhort time before been bitten in the hand by a venomous ferpent. His 
hand had been {carified'immediately, and a cupping-glafs applied, in order to extract 
the poifon from it. After this it was fteeped in a {olution of vitriol, which was faid 
to have been rendered quite black by it. An onion was next applied, and afterwards 
turtle-blood. This latter, when laid on the wound in a dry ftate, was faid te diffolve 

and 
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and turn to a fluid blood, that exhibited figns of effervefcence , as the poifon of ferpents 
has a ftronger attraCtion for turtle-blood than fr human blood, fo as to attraét the 
poifon to itfelf. 

Every farmer travelling from Roggeveld to the Cape through Moftert’s Hoek, pays ° 
annually a certain fum towards repairing the roads. The farmers who live far up the 
country, have generally the misfortune to be poorer, and to be fubjeét to greater ex- 
pence than others. 

We fell in here with another party, that had been in purfuit of the Bofhiefmen quite 
up into Roggeveld. ‘This party confifted of about ninety odd perfons, of whom forty- 
feven were Chriftians. They had killed and taken prifoners nearly two hundred and 
thirty Bothiefmen. One of the colonifts had been fhot in the knee with an arrow, 
which had coft him his life. The third detachment, which had been fent to the Snow 
Mountains, had killed four hundred Bofhiefmen ; of this party feven had been wounded 
by arrows, but none died. 

It fometimes happens, that the Bofhiefmen take away at once the farmer’s whole 
herd whilft grazing, and frequently even kill the herdfmen. They afterwards drive 
their booty higher up into the country, night and day, as faft as they can, till they ar- 
rive at a place where they think themfelves perfectly fecure. What they cannot take 
with them they kill with their javelins; and, in their flight, place {pies on the heights 
of the mountains, to look out carefully, and fee whether they are purfued by the co- 
lonifts. Thefe fpies are relieved by others, and give intelligence if the party is pur- 
fued ; in which cafe, they all hide themfelves. if poffible, in the mountains. In their 
flight they kill, roaft, and eat by turns. When they have ftolen a confiderable num- 
ber of cattle, and are arrived at fome place where they think themfelves tolerably fe- 
cure, they encamp there with their cattle, and make huts (Kraals) of me/embryanthe- 
mum buthes or of mats, in which they live together as long as their food lafts. The 
detachment had feen one of thefe Kraals or encampments formed of huts in two rows, 
like a village, in which they had counted on one fide upwards of fifty huts, from which 
all the Bofhiefmen have removed. 

In Roggeveld alone the Bofhiefmen had, in the laft two years, ftolen more than 
ten thoufand fheep, befides oxen, and murdered many of the colonifts, their flaves, 
and Hottentots. 

When the Bothiefmen are purfued by the colonifts on horfeback, they retreat the 
mountains, where, like baboons, they poft themfelves on the edges of the fummits and 
in the inacceffible places, and are always afraid of the plains. ‘T hey fometimes creep 
into the clefts, and from thefe bulwarks let fly their arrows. 

‘The weapons with which they defend themfelves again{t their enemies, are bows and 
poifoned arrows. By way of defence again{t thefe, the colonifts caufe a fkin to be held 

- before them, in which the arrows ftick fait, that frequently come like a fhower of rain. 
The Bofhiefmen, when they perceive that their arrows do not penetrate, do not fire’a 
fecond volley. A Bofhiefman who is mortally wounded by a ball, is never found either 
crying or lamenting in any fhape whatever. 

Thefe people firft chew Canna (mefembryanthemum), and afterwards fmoke it. They 
befmear themfelves with greafy fubftances, and over that with red chalk; in times of 
{carcity they feed on ferpents, lizards, the fleth of zebras, lion and baboons, upon 
bulbous roots, ants’ eggs, &c. . - 

On the agth we rode along Vifch Rivier paft Olivier’s farm, to Jacobus Theron’s. 
A mistortuge, which I leaft expeéted on a fmooth and plain road, attended me how- 
ever this day. Through the carelefinefs of my Hottentots, who drove againit a — 

that 


136 - THUNBERG’S ACCOUNT OF THE CAPE OF GOOD HOPE. 
that lay in the road, my cart overturned, the tilt over it was torn afunder, and many 
of my béxes and packets of herbs wei# loft. 

I here faw necklaces and ornaments for the waift, which the Hottentots had made 
of the fhells of oftriches’ eggs, ground in the form of fmall round rings, and which 
made a very fine appearance. 

The cold in this Roggeveld is very intenfe in winter, and fnow falls with froft. 
The farmers, therefore, live here only a few months in the year, viz. from October to 
May ; build here their houfes and fow their wheat, which they are obliged to leave to 
the mercy of the Bofhief-men, during the time that they remove down to the Carrow- 
field below, where it rains certain months in the year, fo that they can remain there 
with their cattle till the approaching dry feafon obliges them to remove up the moun. 
tain to Roggeveld again. 

On the 1ft of December, we travelled farther on to Efterhuyfen’s farm, where we 
were obliged to flay a couple of days, on account of the ftormy inclement weather, 
which continued with froft, rain, hail, and fnow, for the fpace of twenty-four hours, 
and not only confined us to our room, but obliged us to put on our great-coats, as a 
defence againft fuch an unexpected and unufual degree of cold, which was partly oc- 
cafioned by the height of the mountains, and partly by the violence of the north and 
north-weft winds. 

The mountain, compared to the Carrow-field below, was at leaft as high as Table 
Mountain is at the Cape, and a high road for carriages runs from hence to Carrow. 

On the 3d, in the morning, we fet out from this cold place to go down the mountain, 
and could not, as we had wifhed, continue our journey farther up Roggeveld, as our 
beafts. were too poor and too tender-footed to continue longer on this fharp and rugged 
mountain. 

In the morning when we fet out, the ice ftill lay on the fummit of the mountain, as 
far as to its very edges, of the thicknefs of a rix-dollar. 

The road down the mountain lay over feveral fteep heights and abrupt declivities, 
like very high and broad {teps, for which reafon not only the two hind-wheels were 
obliged to be locked, but the waggon itfelf to be held faft by the Hottentots, by 
means of ropes, in order to prevent it from overfetting and falling down upon the oxen. 
The yppermoft declivity was the fteepeft, and called (Uytkyk) Look-out, on account 
of tH# extentive view it commanded ; the other was called Maurice’s Heights. 

While we were on the heights of the mountain, it was intenfely cold; but the lower 
we defcended the calmer and warmer the air became, till in about three hours time we 
got down to Carrow, when the heat began to grow intolerable. 

We had now before us a very large and extenfive field in the dry and barren Carrow 
to traverfe, before we could reach an inhabited place. We had therefore fupplied our- 
felves at the laft farm with as much provifion as was neceffary for a few days, and with 
this fet out on our journey through a fcorching defart, fo deftitute of water that even a 
{parrow could not fubfift'in it, and fo devoid of every living creature, that only a few 
rats were to be feen here and there in holes in the earth, which probably find, in the 
fucculent leaves of the fhrubs in thefe parts, fomewhat that ferves both to appeafe their 
hunger and quench their thirft. . 

Sun-rife called forfh every morning thefe earth-rats, whofe nefts always ran flanting 

¢ downwards, with their entrance facing the eaft. We tried to fhoot fome of them as they 
popfed their heads out, but found them, to our great furprife as well as difappoint- 
ment, inexpreffibly quick in withdrawing into their holes as foon as they faw the flath 
of the pan. ‘I tried feveral times with an excellent gun to hit one of thenf, but found 
wt 
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it impracticable, till I fell upon the method of putsing a piece of paper before the pan, 
which prevented them from feeing the flafh of the prime. 

On the 4th, fetting out from Meyburg’s farm, which lay at the foot of the moun- 
tain, we came to Goudbloom’s Kloof, and, on the 5th, through fmaller valleys to the 
River of Misfortune (Ongeluck’s Rivier), fo called on account of a farmer having been 
quite eaten up here by a lion. Here we refted two days, waiting for the arrival of a farmer 
who was going to the Cape, and who had promifed to affift us with his oxen acrofs the 
dryeft of all the Carrows which lay before us. But as he did not arrive according to 
his promife, and this baiting-place was fuch that both man and beaft ran the rifk not 
only of ftarving for want of food, but likewife of dying of thirft,' we were obliged to 
ufe all our efforts, and on the 7th, from eleven o’clock at night to the next morning, 
make a long journey to a little rivulet that ran before a mountain called Paardeberg, 
which was fmall and folitary. ; 

The traét of country which we had left behind us was full of fmall mountains and 
ridges of mountains, fome detached, others connected together, and running weft- 
north-weft towards Roggeveld and, the Bokkeveld Mountains. The fmall quantity of 
water which was here to be found in a very few places and in fmall cavities was not only 
falt, but likewife fo thick and turbid with clay and other impurities, that we were 
obliged to lay a handkerchief ever it, in order to fuck a little of it into our mouths. 

There is another road indeed farther down, which is lefs mountainous and fmoother, 
but at the fame time alfo affords lefs water. 

On the 8th we paffed the above-mentioned Paardeberg, in our way to Dorn Rivier, 
Hitherto the Carrow had, with a few exceptions, led down with a gradual defcept all 
over iis furface, inclining from the Roggeveld to the Bokkeveld mountains, and was 
almott every-where free Poke buthes. 

On the gth we left the Dorn Rivier, and taking the road through the valley formed 
by the mountains between Carrow and Bokkeveld, arrived at laft at a fettlement and 
arm belonging to Vander Mervel’s widow. 

This good houfewife ufed a curious method of feparating lentils from the wheat with 
which they were mixed. She threw it all to hér fowls, who carefully picked up 
every grain of wheat, and left the lentils behind untouched. 

The leaves of the indigo feraarborea were boiled, and the decoétion was faid to we a 
good remedy againft the gravel and ftone. 

The ftrata in the mountains, as they were feen in the valleys, inclined very much here, 
and were even fingularly crooked, ‘The ridge of mountains alfo inclined here confider- 
ably to the eaftward. ; 

' On the 11th we departed from hence, having firft bought a large ram, which we 
falted in its own fkin. Our route continued till we arrived at a place called st 
Valley, which is one of the pleafanteft {pots I have feen in the whole country. It 
fituated between two rows of mountains, with great plenty of grafs, and a fen abound. 
ing ‘in water, almoft like a fmall lake. As we wanted leifure to infpect and look after 
our collections, and our cattle ftood in greater need of reft and refrefhment, we agreed 
to remain in this pleafant though- uninhabited {pot for a few days, and eat our falted 
mutton in folitude. = 

On the 14th we paffed through a valley in the mountains, called (Straat) Street, to. 
De Vos’s eftate, near Hex Rivier. e 

We were now returned, as I may fay, to Chriftendom, or to thofe traéts in which 
the fettlements lay clofer to each other ; after having, for the {pace of feveral weeks, for, 
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the moft part wandered in defarts, often encamped in the open air, and inthe moft dan- 
gerous places, and feveral times been in want of the neceflaries of life. 

Near this farm a branch of Hex Rivier takes its rife in the mountains, which branch 
unites within the yale with the larger branch that runs here, and likewife {prings out of 
the mountains. 

On the 16th we rode paft Jordan’s farm to Van de Mervel’s eftate, and 

On the 17th, through Hex Rivier’s Kloof to Roode Zand. ‘ 

Hex Rivier’s Kloof has no heights, is quite level and fmooth, and we were obliged 
to crofs the ftream feveral times. On the tops of the mountains which ftood on each 
fide, there {till lay a great deal of fnow or hail, 

Roode Katt is the name here given to a kind of red lynx, with long locks of hair at 
the extremities of its ears, and the tip’ of its tail black. Pennant calls it a Perfian Cat, 
and Buffon Caracal. Hift. Nat. de Quadr. tom. ix. tab. 24. The tkin of it was faid 
by the farmers to be very efficacious asa difcutient, when applied to parts affected with 
cold or rheumatifm. 

In the mountains, between the clefts of the naked rock, refides a kind of jumping 
rat (jerboa capenfis), which the farmers confidered as a fpecies of hare, and called it 
Berghaas or Springhaas. This animal is of a curious make ; its fore-feet being extreme- 
ly fhort, but the hind-feet nearly as long as the whole body, which enables the creature 
to leap to a furprifing diftance. 

The {trata of the mountains were fometimes wreathed, and fometimes very much 
inclined. 

e ridge of mountains therefore which we had to pafs through, was, all the way 
from Carrow-field hither to the outlet of Hex Rivier near Roode Zand, very broad, 
interfected with narrower valleys both length-ways and acrofs. 

From Roode Zand we took the ufual way through its Kloof, which has a confidera- 
ble eminence that muft be crofled; but the reft of the road runs along the fide of the 
mountain. . 

Roode Zand is, as it were, the key to the whole country behind the chain of moun- 
tains which run acrofs the whole point. Mot of the farmers therefore, who travel 
annually to the Cape, pafs this way, except thofe who take the road acrofs Hottentot’s 
Holland. On this occafion a furgeon had eftablithed himfelf at Roode Zand, and fet 

‘ up a fmall apothecary’s fhop, which brought him in a handfome income. The medi. 
cines were all well paid for, infomuch that a purging powder did not coft lefs than half 
a rix dollar. Semetimes they brought the fick hither, as well colonifts as flaves, and 
left them under the furgeon’s care till their return. Several in the abundance of their 
friendfhip endeavoured to‘perfuade me to eftablifh myfelf here. But the love I bore to 
botany and my native country, prevented me from accepting the offer. 

Riebeck Cafteel was now obferved to extend with a long tail much lower than the 
mountain itfelf, towards the fouth-eaft. 

We took our route afterwards paft Paardeberg through Koopman’s Rivier, a rivulet, 
which is a branch'of Berg Rivier, and farther through Burger’s drift acrofs Berg Rivier, 
and paft Elfis Kraal to the Cape, where I arrived fafe and found on the 29th of Decem- 
ber, with a heart filed with the deepeft adoration of that Divine Being, which, during 
my three years travels in this country, had not only preferved my life and health, but 
alfo permitted me to make feveral ufeful difcoveries in it, to his glory, and the future 
benefit of mankind. : : 
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The Cape. 1775. 


HOTTENTOTS is the common denomination of all thofe nations which inhabit the 
fouthern angle of Africa, and are extended on each fide of the Cape of Good Hope. 
How far the country of thefe people extends is not yet accurately known : but though 
they are divided into:a multitude of tribes, which differ from one another in many re- 
fpgcts, yet it is clearly to be perceived that they all originate from one and the fame 

‘ock ; and that they differ widely from the negroes and Moors who inhabit the other 
coalts of Africa. . 

The Hottentots in general are fhort, efpecially the women, although fome among them 
are found that are five or fix foot high. ‘Their colour is neither black nor white, but 
yellowith ; and their exterior black appearance is owing to the filth which adheres to 
their bodies in confequence of their befmearing themfelves, : 

The form and lineaments of the face characterize this as well as other nations. Their 

- cheek-bones are very prominent, which makes them always appear meagre and lean ; 
the nofe is flattened towards the root, and thick and blunt at the tip, but not very 
fhort ; their lips are rather thick, their hair jet-black like fpun wool, and feldom thick, 
more frequently thin, refembling the nap upon cloth. They have very little hair upon 
their chin and privy parts. The fpine in particular is very much bent, fo that I never 
faw any one fo hollow-backed as the Hottentots. I have feen fome of them whofe 
backs were bent in, and their bugtocks projeét to fuch a degree, that two people might 
fit on them. And although the Hottentots are very lean, yet the conftant practice of 
befmearing themfelves diftends their fkin, and efpecially the women’s breafts, to an 
inconceivable degree, fo that in this particular, they can challenge all other nations. 
The Bofhiefmen have more prominent bellies than the reft. : 

The patriarchal form of government has ffom time immemorial exifted amongft them, 
and {till obtains with many; and this has been the origin of the many larger and 
fmaller tribes and families, into which they formerly were, and their farsivore fill are, 
divided. Such tribes formerly were the Gunjemans, Kokoquas, Suffaquas, Odiquas, 
Chirigriquas, Koopmans, Heflaquas, Sonquas, Dunquas, Damaquas, Gauris, Atta- 
quas, Heykoms, Houteniquas, and Camtours Hottentots, of which few exift at prefent ; 
and fuch at this time are the little and great Namaquas, Gonaquas, Caffres, Bofhies- 
men, &c. Of thefe probably fome may in former times have been fubdivided into {till 
fmaller tribes. 

The Hottentots love filth in the higheft degree; they befmear their bodies with fat 
and greafy fubftances, over which they rub cow-dung, fat, and fimilar fubftances. By 
this means the pores are {topped up and the fkin covered with a furface, which defends 


them in fummer againft the fcorching heat of the fun, and from the cold in winten- 


Amongit their ointments they mix the powder of a ftrong fmelling herb, which they 
call Bucku, (a fpecies of dio/ma, frequently the pulehella), and which gives them fo 
difagreeable, fo fetid, and at the fame time fo rank an edour, that I fometimes could 
not bear the {mell of the Hottentots that drove my waggon. 

. Their drefs is very fimple, moft of them wear a theep’s fkin thrawn acrofs the fhoul. 
ders,:and another over their loins, the hairy fide being worn next the body in winter, 
and the.other fide in fummer. Thefe theep-tkins prepared, cover’ the body behitid, 
but leave it almoft entirely naked before. The women, by way of covering, ufe a fhort, 
fquare, and fometimes a double piece of fkin, that reaches half way down their thig 


. 


h: 
and the men a cafe of fox’s fkin, like a purfe, tied with a thong about their bode 
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The Gonaquas Hottentots and Caffres ufe fuch a drefs of calf-fkin, and*their’ chiefs of 
tiger-fkin. 

eTheit legs are bare, and their feet for the moft part without {hoes ; but round rings 
‘made of the hides of animals adorn their legs, efpecially thofe of the women, from the 
inftep to the calf of the leg, arM prevent them from being bitten by ferpents. In time 
of need they likewife ferve them for food, when they broil thefe rings and eat them. 

Their heads are frequently without any covering at all; but-fometimes they wear 
a conical fkin-cap, and the women in fome places make ufe of a broad wreath of baf- 
falo’s kin, ornamented with fmall fhells. ; 

Their necks and waifts are ornamented with different coloured glafs beads, which 
they procure by barter from the Europeans. To the necklace they fometimes faften a 
turtle-fhell, in- which they keep Bucku. ‘The Caffres put porcupine’s quills into their 
ears (Ay/rix), and fome of the women that live fartheft to the eaftward, ule ear-rings 
of coppars-tofet off their brown beauty. _ : ; 

The Caffres wear ivory rings, and frequently feveral of them on the left arm; and 
fome, in default of thefe, wear rings of brafs or iron. All the Hottentots, but more 
efpecially the Caffres, fet a great value upon fhining plates of copper, brafs, or iron, 
which they hang in their hair, or on other parts of the body. 

_ They are all graziers, except the Bofhiefmen, and are fometimes in poffeffion of 
numerous herds of cattle, efpecially the Caffres and Namaquas people, upon whofe 
domains the Europeans have not yet been able to make any encroachments. Thefe 
fubfift on their flocks and herds, and hunt different wild beafts, efpecially buffalos and 
wild. goats of various forts (fometimes very large ones), with fea-cows and elephants. 
' They live befides on the roots of feveral plants, fuch as Irifas, Ixias, Moreas, Gladio- 
lufes, and others, the beans of the guajacum afrum, &c. The men ufe likewife cow’s 
milk, which they milk themfelves, and the women fheep’s milk. To quench their 
thirft, they chile drink water, milk and’water, and when urged by neceflity, chew 
Mefembryanthemums, Albucas, and other fucculent herbs. The men’s bufinefs is to 
go to war, hunt, milk, kill the cattle, and fabricate arms ; the women’s, to look after 
the children, fefch wood, dig up bulbous roots, and drefs the vittuals. The meat is 
eaten both roafted and boiled, but for the moft part half raw, without falt, fpices, or 
bread. They make a fire by rubbing two pieces of hard wood quickly againit each 
other, : 

The Caffres are the only people in this part of Africa that apply themfelves in th 
leaft to agriculture. ‘They cultivate Caffre-corn (Holcus), beans, hemp, &c. The 
do not till the earth at all, except fome few who now and then fow a handful of 

emp. 

Their huts are built with fprays of trees, which are fixed in the ground, and bent in 
Arches, fo as to make the hut round at top, and about four feet high. Thefe are after- 
wards covered with mats made of rufhes, and on one fide an opening about two fect 
high is left at bottom, which ferves the double purpofe of a door and chimney, the fire- 
place being near the opening# Such huts.as thefe, built in a circle of a greater or 
fmaller extent according to circumftances, form a village, within which the cattle, at 
leaft the fheep, are*xept in the night, and fecured from beafts of prey. As long as 
» the grafs lafts on the {pot, they live there without removing ; but as foon as it fails.or 
any one dies, the whole village removes to another place; fo that the Hottentots, .like 
the Laplanders and Arabians, are Nomades, or wandering fhepherds. A few of them 
live together in one of thefe huts, and lie coiled up with their knees drawn up to theiz 
heads, difperfed around the internal walls of it. ‘ees 

a 
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The language, which frequently is almoft the only thing that diftinguithes the indo- 
lent Hottentots from the brute creation, is poor, unlike any other in the world, is. 
pronounced with a clack of the tongue, and is never written. 

With refpeé to houfehold furniture, they have little or none. The fame drefs that 
covers a part of their body by day, ferves them aM for bedding at night. Their 
vidtuals are boiled in leathern facks and water, with flones made red-hot, but fome- 
times in earthen pots. Milk is kept in leathern facks, bladders of animals, and bafkets 
made of platted rufhes, perfectly water-tight. ‘Thefe, a tobacco-pouch of {kin, a 
tobacco-pipe of {tone or wood, and their weapons, eonftitute the whole catalogue of 
their effects. Their defenfive weapons againft their enemies and wild beafts confit of 
darting-{ticks (Kirris), javelins (Affagay), and bows with poifoned arrows. 

To the ufe of intoxicating fubftances they are mueh addif&ted. From a decoétion of 
certain indigenous roots and honey, they prepare an inebriating kind of mead. They 
are very fond of arrack and brandy, and take delight in {moaking tobaceo, either 
pure, or mixed with hemp, and, when they cannot procure thele, wild Dakka 
(Phlolmis), or the dung of the two-horned rhinoceros, or of elephants, The inhabitants: 
of the fouthern part of Africa contra& marriage early, and with little ceremony. When 
the fuitor has made his intentions known, and obtained the girl’s and her parents” 
confent, a day is fixed for the wedding, which is folemnized by the prieft belonging to 
the village, who befprinkles the bride and bridegroom with his urine. After that am 
ox or fheep is killed, according ito the circumftances of the parties; and the company 
entebtained. 3 the men and women fitting in feparate circles, according to their cuftom,. 
and always fquat on their heels, as they have neither chairs nor fofas. One circum- 
ftance, however, attending their weddings is highly laudable, which is, that though. 
at other times they are much given to drunkennels, they never drir/k on this oecafion:s 
neither do they dance and play upon mufical inftruments. 

To their new-born children they give a name, which is generally that of fome wild 
or domeftic animal. . 

A youth is not fuffered to marry till he is made a man, which is at the age of eigh- 
teen; when the village-mafter of the ceremonies befprinkles him with urine, and 
feparates him from that time forward from his mother and other women. 

Formerly the Hottentots, according to Kolbe, ufed caftration. ‘This operation was 
generally performed, the left tefticle being cut out, that they might not beget twins, 
and that they might be enabled to run with greater eafe. 

A Hottentot fometimes takes two wives, and it frequently happens that a woman- 

_Marries two hufbands, although adultery under certain circumftances is punithed with: 
death. A widow, who marries a fecond time, muft have the top joint of a finger cut 
off, and loofes another joint for the third, and fo on for each time that the enters into 
wedlock. e 

Idlenefe is fo predominant among the greateft part of the Hottentots, that-few of the- 
brutes furpafs them in that vice. Some fleep out all their time, and are only: awakened: 
by the urgent calls of hunger, that forces them at length to rife and feek. for food, 
‘When they have killed any wild animal, they lay themfelves round a fire in-common,, 
to broil their meat, eat, and fleep by turns, as long as there is any thing left to eat,. 
and till: hunger drives them from it again. Gn ae 

In confequence of this extreme fupinenefs they have little or no religion... It flould: 
fecm indeed that"they were not entirely ignorant of the exiftence of a powerful Supreme: 
Being, and ttey appear alfo to acknowledge the immortality of the foul after its fepara- 
tion irom the body; but they have no temples, pay no kind of worthip to any divinity,. 
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and give themfelves no thought about rewards or punifhments after death. They have 
much clearer totions of an evil fpirit, whom they fear, believing him to be the occafion. 
of ficknefs, death, thunder, and every calamity that befalls them. 

At the new and full moon they dance and make merry ; but it does not appear very 
probable that their rejoicing thu#is any kind of religious ceremony, or that they worfhip 
the moon. 

A fimall infect, an inconfiderable grafshopper (mantis faufta), is by many confidered 
‘as an animal of a fortunate omen; but I never found that any worfhip was paid to it, 
nor could I learn it with a certainty from others. . 

Circumcifion is a ceremony ufed by many, and may probably be of high antiquity, 
although not commonly prattifed at prefent. 

Several barbarous ufages and cuftoms are ftill to be found amongft thofe who live in 
their native ftate of wildnefs, and without intercourfe with the Ghriftians. Old and 
fuperannuated perfons are buried alive, or elfe carried away to fome cleft in the moun- 
tains, with provifion for a few days, where they are either ftarved to death, or fall a, 
Prey to fome wild beaft. Ps 

n like manner, children are expofed and left to their fate on various occafions; as 
for inftance, when a woman dies, either during her lying-in, or immediately after it, 
the child in fuch cafes is buried along with the mother, as no one can bring up amongft 
people who have no notion of nurfes. If a woman brings forth twins, and thinks her. 
felf not able to rear them both, one of them is expofed. If they are both boys, the 
ftrongeft and moft healthy is kept: if one of them is a girl, it is her lot to be expofed ; 
as is likewife the fate of any one that comes a cripple into the world. 

Such as live near the European colonifts, bury their dead in the ground, while 
others lay them in the clefts of mountains or in caves. The corpfe being taken out of 
the hut through a hole in the fide, and not through the door, is wrapped up in the 
fheep-fkin drefs the defunét wore while living, and is carried away in hand by three , 
or four bearers. A proceflion of men and women in two feparate bodies follows with 
loud cries; after which, if the deceafed was a perfon of any property, fome animal is 
killed and eaten. 

. They are very fuperftitious, and put great faith in witch-craft. If any one falls fick, 
they think that he has been bewitched; and confequently fhriek and pommel him with 
their fifts, in order to keep life in him, or make him well. If he dies, their cries 
increafe, the corpfe is buried in a few hours, and the whole village removes to fome 
other place. 

The eldeft fon is fole heir to his father’s property. 

In arts and fciences they are as rude and uncultivated as they are in every other re- 
fpect. The Caffres are the only tribe among them that till the ground at all. The 
xfiajor part of them have herds of cattle. Some have neither houfe nor home, nor 
indeed any fixed abode whatever.« The Namaquas Hottentots, who, in their country, 
have mountains that produce copper and iron ore, know how to extract thefe metals 
in the moft fimple manner, which they afterwards forge for ufe. Their traffic is not 
extenfive : indeed it confifts only in barterittg certain commodities again{t others. They 
have therefore no mcney nor coin of any fort, neither do they ftand in need of any. 

- To guard their herds, they employ very ugly, but bold and fpirited dogs. 

Greafy fubftances conftitute the’ greateft dainties of the Hottentots.. They drink the 
blubber of fea-cows like water, and the'tail of a fheep, which canfiffs entirely of fat, 
they prefer to any other part. : ; * : 

; ; They 
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They hunt both fingle and in parties. Every one hunts and fhoots what he can for 
his own ufe; but general hunts are undertaken by whole villages, either againit large 
troops of wild animals, or when they are annoyed by beafts of prey that commit 
ravages among their herds, on which occafion every man quits his hut, and goes out 
armed, as again{t a common enemy. + 

Their grand feftivals are generally accompanied with finging, and different forts. of 
inftrumental mufic, as alfo with dances, that are extremely fingular, and indeed pecu- 
liar to themfelves. They have likewife a droll uncommon .ceremony of driving whole 
herds of fheep through the fmoke, right acrofs the fire, to fecure them from the attacks 
of wild dogs. : 

In a people fo deeply plunged in floth, and fo overwhelmed with filth, as the Hot- 
tentots actually are, one would not expect to find the leaft trace of pride. It is how- 
ever to be found cven among thefe, the moft wretched of the human race; for they 
not only adorn their bodies with all manner of finery, as they conceive it to be; but 
when they are vifited by fteangers, paint their faces with various figures of brown and 
black paint. 

Of the new year, a period which moft nations and even the heathens themfelves - 
almoft all over the face of the earth, obferve and celebrate with more or lefs rejoicing 
and feftivity, the Hottentots do not feem to have any knowledge, neither do they take 
the leaft account of the courfe of nature. The only thing they remark is, that every 
year they fee the bulbous plants puth out of the ground, bloffom and decay, and, 
according to this almanac, they reckon their own ages, which neverthelefs they feldom 
or never know with any certainty. It is therefore in vain to try to afcertain their age, 
or to fearch for antique relicks and monuments, in order to difcover the antiquity of 
the country, how long it has been peopled, whence its firft inhabitants came, and what 
changes and revolutions it has undergone. The country has no ancient ruins, either of 
fubverted palaces, demolifhed caftles, or devaftated cities. The people neither know 
the origin nor reafon of the ceremonies and cuftoms in ufe amongft them, and few of 
them can give an account of any thing that has happened ‘before their father’s time. 
Since the Europeans have begun to inhabit this angle of the fouthern part of Africa, 
the country has undergone many changes. ‘The natives have by degrees in part 
become extinét, in confequence of the ravages made by various epidemic difeafes, and 
in part retreated farther up the country, and a colony of the children and progeny of 
Japhet has propagated and multiplied to a great extent in their place. In a country 
where, one hundred and fifty years ago, among a vaft number of other wild animals, 
the moft favage beafts of prey reigned fovereign and triumphant, one may now for the 
moft part travel fafely without fear or dread; and where formerly herds only grazed, 
one now fees feveral Indian and moft of our European feeds cultivated, vineyards and. 
orchards laid out, and culinary vegetables planted. A multitude of tame animals has 
been imported hither from Europe, fuch as horfes, cows, hogs, and feveral kinds of 
fowls; in like manner as many ufeful produéts of the vegetable kingdom have been 
naturalized under the induftrious hand of the colonifts and a kind climate, The peafe 
and beans here are very good. Afparagus, peaches, apricots, have a tolerable flavour, 
as have alfo apples (and efpecially rennets) plums, pears, oranges, and ftrawberries. 
The grapes as well as the raifins, and the wine that is made of them, are of different 
degrees of goodnefs, and fometimes excellent. Melons, water-melons, Gojavus, peme- 
granates, are alfo tolerably good; but goofeberries, currants, cherries, and nuts do 
not thrive. Mulberries, almonds, figs, walnuts, chefnuts, and lemons do not yield 
in point of goodnefs to the European. Efculent roots and culinary vegetables thilve 
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in general well in this country, and often grow up fuperior to the European, from 
-whence the feed of the greateft part of them is brought every year. Turnips, turnip- 
rooted cabbages, potatoes, alliaceous plants of every kind, fallads, cabbages, and efpe- 
cially cautiflowers, are cultivated therefore in aa quantities, as alfo wheat, not only 
for the ufe of the inhabitants, but for the fupply of the many fhips that touch here in 
their way to and from India, fince the Chriftians firft made a fettlement at the Cape of 
Good Hope. Several fhorter and longer journeys have been made, from time to time, 
into the interior parts, both by individuals and on the Company’s account, with a 
view to gain authentic intelligence of the country and its inhabitants. Thefe journeys 
have been undertaken by different parties, fome larger and fome fmaller, fome to the 
northern and others to the fouth-eaft fide of this angle of Africa. Thofe that have 
come to my knowledge are the following : in 1699, a journey was made to Saldahna 
Bay, which was then for the firft time taken poffeffion of by the Dutch Company. 
In 1670, two ferjeants, Kruydhof and Crufe, were fent out to Moffel Baay and Helena 
Baay, which were at the fame time taken poffeflion of. In 1683, Enfign Olof Berg 
made a journey to the country of the Namaquas, and in 1685 the governor Simon van 
der Steel, with fifty-fix Europeans, two Macaffars, three flaves, and fix burghers, 
equipped with two pieces of artillery, eight carts, feven waggons, (befides thofe belong- 
ing to the burghers,) one boat and a great quantity of draught-oxen, horfes, provifion, 
powder, mufquets, and commodities for bartering, made a long voyage into the coun- 
try of the Namaquas, as far as the tropics. ‘This expedition had chiefly the copper- 
mountains for its obje€t, to examine whether the ore there was worth working, and 
whether there was fufficient wood and water for that purpofe, or any harbour near at 
hand, from which the ore might have been brought in veflels. This journey lafted fif- 
teen weeks. 

During the time that the bartering traffic with the Hottentots was allowed the fettlers, 
Jong journeys were frequently made into the interior parts of the country: as for in- 
ftance, in the year 1702, by forty-five burghers with tour waggons, into the country of 
the Caffres; in 1704, into that of Namaquas, and in 1705, by thirty or forty farmers, 
each accompanied by his Hottentot, farther up into the fame tract of country. 

In 1705, the landroft Starrenburg made a journey by order of government, ipto 
the country of the Namaquas, particularly for the purpofe of bartering for a large 
quantity of cattle for the ufe of the Company. He was accompanied by a corporal, 
and Hartog a gardener, befides flaves and a great many Hottentots. 

in the year 1761, Governor Tulbagh fent to the northern fide of the country, which 
I was now exploring, a caravan, confifting of feventeen Chriftians, fixty-eight Hotten- 
tots, and fitteen waggons, which had been given in charge to a burgher of the name 
of Hop. On this fame expedition were fent out, at the expence of the Company, 
Brink a land furveyor, Auge a gardener, and Rykvoels a furgeon, with three wagons, 
a large boat, powder, fhot, iron, tobacco, &c. ‘This caravan was fent out in confe- 
quence of a farmer who had travelled far into the country on this fide, having given 
intelligence to the governor, that he had been told by a Hottentot of a people who had 
lived farther up the country, and who wore linen clothes, were of a yellow colour, and 
‘went in and out of the mountains there, neara large river. Hence it was concluded, 
that fome Portuguefe fettlement was eftablifhed on the coaft, which government ought 
to ftid out. Part of the Company fet out from the Cape on the 16th of July, and the 
reft joined them near Olyfant’s Rivier in 31° 40’ latitude, and 38° 18’ longitude. 
They proceeded on their journey till the 6th of December, one hundred and twenty 
and a half miles due north from the Cape, to 26° 18’ latitude, and 37° 37’ longitude, 
. : from 
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from whence they returned and arrived at the Cape on the 27th of April, 1762, with- 
out having difcovered the yellow nation they had been told of. This is the longeft 
journey ever attempted by Europeans towards this fide, where the country is very dry, 
deficient in water, and mountainous, and the roads fometimes very ftony. On this 
journey the governor had not fent any of the military, who before, very little to his 
fatisfaction, had made an expenfive journey to the eaftward ; but only burghers and 
farmers. ‘This journey, however, did not terminate fo well as might have been ex- 
pected, the private intereft of individuals having laid many obftacles in the way. 
‘Want of water and {tony roads, without doubt, made the voyage both difficult and 
troublefome ; as the feet of the draught-oxen were greatly hurt, and many of them 
died in confequence of this circumftance; but the permiffion which the farmers had 
from government to barter with the Hottentots, during their journey, for frefh beatts, 
without any expence to them, and of which they made a very imprudent ufe, may 
have contributed to render this journey abortive. 

In fact, the farmers, through motives of covetoufnels, and a with to lighten the 
waggons of the heavy load of iron they had brought with them for the purpofe of 
barter, began to traffic extenfively at their firft fetting out, inftead of referving this ad- 
vantageous trade for their return. In confequence of this procedure the caravan was 
overftocked with a drove of oxen, numbers of which were obliged to be left behind on 
account of the heavinefs of the roads, while the reft ferved greatly to diminifh the 
fcanty fupply of water for the oxen that were neceflary for drawing the waggons along. 
It is true, the vice-governor Kloppenborg had alfo a few years ago, in company with a 
land-furveyor, a merchant, and a furgeon, made a journey to the northward of the 
Cape; but, as this expedition did not extend beyond the bounds of the colony, it was 
of no confequence, nor in any other way remarkable. 

Beautiful as the country is to the eaftward, fertile, abounding in grafs, and well 
peopled, it is equally dry, barren, uncultivated, and uninhabited to the northe 
ward of the Cape; and the farther you proceed, the more barren and defert-like it 

rows. 

After pafling three or four ridges of mountains to the northward, you arrive at a 
country fomething higher than the Cape-fhore, but lower than the valleys which lie 
between the ridges of mountains you have juft left behind. This land is called Carrow, 
or Carrow-field. It feems to go like a broad belt over the whole of this angle of Africa, 
from the fea-fide at the north-weftern end, to the ocean on the fouth-eaftern fide. Ido 
not fuppofe the breadth to be alike all over; but in fome places it requires fix whole 
days (or rather long nights) journeys. ‘he fun is quite fcorching here in the day-time, 
and the nights are rather cold. The great want of water here for the fpace of eight 
months, during which time not a drop of rain falls, together with the aridity of the 
foil, is the caufe that this defart produces nothing but a few herbs and buthes with thick 
flefhy leaves, fuch as Craffulas, Mefembryanthemums, Cotelydons, Cacalias, Stapelias ; 
and that neither man nor beaft can live there in fummer, as alfo that no grafs can grow, 
nor any uleful grain be cultivated. The foil confifts of clay impregnated with izon 
ochre and a great quantity of fea-falt. 

During the time I fpent in travelling through different parts of #his defart, I did not 
fee a fingle fparrow, much lefs any quadruped there, excepting rats in holes in the, 
earth, which probably can fubfift a long time without water, and “quench their shirit 
with the fucculent and faltith leaves produced by the buthes. 

After croffing this extenfive and dry defart, which to the eye appears very nearly 
level, or at moft rifing a little and flowly to the northward, you encounter a very high 
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mountain, the top of which it would take almoft a whole day’s journey to reach. This 
Roggeveld mountain has very little of earth on it, exhibiting in moft places the fmooth 
and naked rock ; neither does it flope off like other mountains, but it is for the moft 
part level, and extends in this manner fo far to the northward, that the end of it is 
not known to the colonifts. The climate at this height, although feveral degrees nearer 
than the Cape to the fun and the equator, is not only cold, but the cold is fo intenfe, 
that the ground in winter is for a long time covered with fnow, hail, and ice. 

According to my ufual practice the preceding years, as foon as I arrived in town, I 
made it my firft care to fend to Europe, by the returning fhips, the collections I had 
made during my laft tour. . 

The veffel, too, which had been fent the preceding year to Madagafcar, in order to 
purchafe flaves for the Company’s fervice, was now arrived. Amongft other articles 
which fome of the crew brought with them, were in particular a large quantity of the 
cyprea tigris, a handfome fhell, which is ufed for making fnuff-boxes, another of the 
buccidum rufum, and of the creatures known by the name of Madagafcar cats, /emur 
catta. With refpeét to the latter, I was curious to fee whether the eyes were fuch as 
the late Profeffor Linnzeus has defcribed them, viz. with one pupil oblong and the other 
round. In this both the pupils were round and very {mall in the day-time, like thofe 
of other animals, This fpecies of Lemur fomewhat refembles a cat, with its long tail, 
diverfified with black and white ringlets; it is very nimble, and when tied to an up- 
right pole, up and down on which it runs on all fours with the greateft celerity imagin- 
able, affords a very amufing {pectacle. 

M. Melk, a rich and wealthy farmer, had, fome years before, built a houfe of ftone, 
below the town near the beach, lower down than the Lion’s-Tail, under pretext of 
ufing it for a ftore-houfe ; but when it was finifhed, he made a prefent of it to the 
Lutheran congregation here for a church, after having furnifhed it with fuitable win. 
dows. Happy would it be if the congregation, which is numerous, could likewife 
have a Lutheran clergyman of its own, and hear the word of God preached in its ori- 
ginal purity, and at the fame time enjoy the benefit of the facraments. 

I never knew diforders in the throat more common or refraétory than they are at the 
Cape, and efpecially in the town, They are occafioned by the fudden changes of 
weather from heat to cold. The glands of the throat fwell with fuch violence, that the 
patient is in danger of being fuffocated, and they almoft always come to fuppuration. 
eon are infefted with this malady feveral times in a year, and neither {ex is exempted 

rom it. 

The fides of the ftreets in the town were planted with great numbers of European 
oaks (quercus robur), which ferved both to adorn and fhade the houfes. 

The fmoking of tobacco in the ftreets was now feverely prohibited, as in confequence 
of it fires had broke out here, as has been the cafe in other places. 

The fky of the fouthern hemifphere wore an afpect in a great meafure ftrange to me. 
Some of the known conftellations had a different fituation from what they have north 
of the equator, and fome were abfolutely miffing. Charles’s-Wain, which in winter fo 
truly and faithfully points out to the farmer how far the night is advanced, was here 
funk below the horizon, and the Cape clouds, as two dark fpots in the firmament are 

called, feemed to be a fimilar token to the inhabitants here. I was extremely forry, 
however, that I had not taken more pains to learn fo noble a feience, and would with 

. pleafure have exchanged for one fingle conftellation ail thofe definitions with which I 
had formerly burthened my memory, together with a great number of words in the 
WI dead 
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dead languages, the learning of which had taken up the beft part of my younger days, 
that might have been better employed in ftudying this divine fcience. 

I now received from Amfterdam not only a fum of money, but alfo letters of re- 
commendation to the Governor-general Vander Parra at Batavia, in confequence of 
which I had to prepare for a voyage to the Eaft Indies, and asfar as the empire of Ja 
pan. In the three years I had paffed in the fouthern parts of Africa, | had travelled over 
as much both of the defart and inhabited part of the country as the nature of my equip- 
ment, which was below mediocrity, would admit. I had alfo, during the fame time, 
received many favours from the governor and other gentlemen in the adminiftration, as 
likewife much friendfhip both from my own countrymen and the other inhabitants of the 
place, and could, therefore, not without the greateft gratitude and heart-felt acknow- 
ledgment, recollect the many kindneffes they had fhewn me, which, as long as I live, 
I fhall never forget. 

But, previous to my departure, I had the good fortune to get acquainted with 
M. Holmberg, a worthy countryman of mine, and one of the council, who was on his 
voyage homeward from Surat, where for feveral years he had been in the fervice of the 
Dutch Eaft India Company, to the great fatisfa€tion of his fuperiors, and had acquired 
fuch a knowledge of commerce as few poffefs, or know how to value. This gentle- 
man honoured me with his particular. friendfhip, and alfo furnifhed me with letters of 
recommendation to M. Radermacher, one of the council at Batavia, which proved of 
much greater utility to me than I had reafon to expect. 
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OF 


A VOYAGE TO CONGO, 


IN THE YEARS 1666 AND 1667. 


- By the R.R. FF. Micaaty Anceto of Gattina, and Dents ve Carus of Piacenza, Capuchins, 
and Apoftolic Miffioners into the faid Kingdom of Congo.* 





TO THE READER. 


"(HE authors of this {mall work being two perfons who travelled not out of any vain 

curiofity, or out of any defign of gathering wealth, but only out of a pure zeal to 
propagate the Chriftian religion, it would appear fomewhat unchriftian to call in quef- 
tion the truth of their relation, No worldly intereft could bias them, who propofed 
to themfelves no gain, nor indeed were they capable of any, their profeffion not per- 
mitting them to poffefs any thing. It is needlefs to fay much in vindication of them; 
for, in truth, whofoever reads, will fcarce find any thing but what is credible enough, 
unlefs they be fuch perfons as being altogether ftrangers to the world, will credit no- 
thing but what they fee is frequent in their own country. I do not pretend to apologize 
for the book; every man will give his judgment whatever I can fay forit. Therefore, all I 
fhall add is, that to fome the account of Congo will not appear fo diverting as they per- 
haps might have conceited it, becaufe they always expect things very furprifing from coun- 
tries very remote. This is not a hiftory of a country, or of its conqueft, and therefore there 
are no warlike expeditions to pleafe the reader. The people are rude and ignorant, and, 
therefore, there are no fine defcriptions of cities and noble ftru€tures. The authors 
were religious men, and therefore added no romantic invention of their own to make 
their writings taking. The account is very particular; it fpeaks not only of Congo, 
but of Brazil and fome parts of Europe, the firft part being made out of the letters of 
F. Michael Angelo, who died in Congo, and the reft compofed by F. Denis who re- 
turned bome, and fets down particularly all that befel him there in his way back to 
Italy. The tranflation is faithful, without adding or diminifhing in the leaft; and even 
the ftyle of the authors, which is plain and eafy, is followed: which is all that I think 
requifite the readef fhould know before he enters upon the voyage. 


* Churchill’s Coll. i, 483. 
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VOYAGE TO CONGO, &’c. 


T° fatisfy the curiofity of feveral perfons, who prefs me in fuch an obliging manner 

as I cannot eafily withftand, to give them an exact account of what I have feen and 
learned during the long voyage, from which I am lately returned, I will write a relation 
of the kingdom of Congo and of Africk, where the duty of my miflion made me ac- 
quainted with feveral ftrange cuftoms, and go through abundance of hardthips, eieae 
at prefent to {peak of Brazil, and fome other parts of America, whither we were fir: 
carried, and of which I fhall fay but very little. 

In the year 1666, Alexander the Seventh being pope, fifteen Capuchin miffioners, of 
which I was one, were difpatched by the cardinals de propaganda fide, and received the 
commiffions or patents at Bononia, where I then refided, at the hands of F. Stephen de 
Cefa, of the noble family of Clermont, whofe virtue has been fince rewarded with the 
polt of general of the faid order. Our patents contained the following privileges: To 
difpenfe with any irregularity except incurred by bigamy, or wilful murder: to difpenfe 
and commute fimple vows even to that of chaftity, but not that of religion: to difpenfe 
with marriages within the fecond and third degrees, and for Pagans converted to keep 
one of their wives: to abfolve in cafes réferved to the pope: to blefs church-ftuff, 
churches, chalices: to give leave to eat flefh and white-meats, and to fay two maffes a 
day in cafe of neceflity: to grant plenary indulgences: to deliver a foul out of purga- 
tory, according to the intention of the prieft, in a mafs for the dead faid on Monday and 
‘Fuefday : to wear fecular clothes in cafe of neceflity: to fay the rofary for want of a 
breviary, or any other impediment: to read forbidden books, except Machiavel. 

As {oon as thefe letters patent were delivered to me, I fet out for Piacenza my native 
country, arrived there at the beginning of Advent, and received orders to expect F. Mi- 
chael Angelo of Rheggio, who was to be my companion in this voyage. He being 
come, we went together to Genoa, where all the miffioners were to embark: thence 
we failed for Lifbon, and having refided there fome months, took the opportunity of a 
Portuguefe veffel bound for Brazil to load there, and fail over to Africk to the coaft of 
Congo. 

We fpent three months in‘our paflage from Lifbon to Brazil, the fair winds ufually 
on thefe feas befriending us. By the way we had often the fatisfa@tion to fee the flying 
fifhes about our fhip: this is a very white fifh about a foot long, with two wings or fins 
proportionable to the body ; it is not unlike a herring, fave that its back is of an azure 
colour, and its fins larger, and fitter to ferve inftead of wings. ‘This fith flying from 
another called the Dorado or Dory, which purfues to devour it, {prings out of the water, 
and flies as long as any moifture is in the fins, which once dried by the air it falls back 
into the fea, and is devoured by its enemy, who never lofes fight of it, or elfe is taken 
and eaten by the feamen, if it happens to fall into the fhip, or is fometimes catched in 
the air by fome bird of prey, So that this wretched creature, as it were banifhed by 
nature, can fcarce find any place of fafety in the air, in the fea, or on the earth, the de- 
licacy of its flefh being the caufe of its unhappinefs. There is agother fort of fifh in 
thofe feas called a fhark, very greedy of man’s flefh: they catch it with a rope and a 
chain at the end of it, to which is faftened a ftrong hook baited wh a piece of flefh: 
the fhark perceiving it {wallows the flefh, hook, and moft of the chain; then the failors 
draw the head above water, and batter it with clubs; after whicl they bind the tail 
where its greateft ftrength lies, and bringing it aboard cut it in pieces. 

Io Drawing 
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Drawing near the coaft of Guinea; we began to feef much heat from the fun, which 
is there in the zenith ; and as we went farther it grew fo violent, that in a few days we 
were fo weak that we could neither eat nor fleep; and to add to our fufferings, the 
provifions and drink were full of maggots. This lafted for fifteen days we failed under 
the line, fo that it is a fort of miracle we fhould live amidft fo many hardfhips, though 
it was then the month of Augutft, the moft temperate time of the year in thofe parts. 

The Portuguefe ufe generally to make fome rejoicing, and keep holiday, to beg of 
God a good iffue of that dangerous voyage. They alfo obferve this ancient cuftom: 
thofe who have never been under the line are obliged to give the failors either a piece 
of money, or fomething to eat or drink, or at leaft money’s worth, from which no man 
is excufed, not even the Capuchins, of whom they take beads, Agnus-Dei’s, or fuch 
like things ; which being expofed to fale, what they yield is given to fay mafles for the 
fouls in purgatory. If any man happen to be fuch a mifer as to deny paying this duty, 
the failors, clothed like officers, carry him bound to a tribunal, on which a feaman is 
feated in a long robe, who acting the part of a judge, examines him, hears what he has 
to fay, and gives judgment againft him to be thrice ducked in the fea after this manner : 
the perfon condemned is tied faft with a rope, and the other end of it run through a 
pulley at the yard-arm, by which he is hoifted up, and then let run amain three times 
under water ; and there feldom fails to be one or other that gives the reft this diverfion. 
The fame is practifed in pafling the Straits of Gibraltar, and Cape of Good Hope. 

Having paffed the line, the wind {till continued right aftern, but fo very violent, that 
if it had not pleafed God we had met with fo rapid a current of water as ftemmed our 
furious courfe, I know not how we could have efcaped. Some time after, when we 
had made confiderable way, the wind calmed, and, confequently, we loft that refrefh. 
ment we had fo much need of in the great heat, which had not yet ceafed; this calm 
falling out no lefs unluckily for our provifions, which we were afraid would foon fall 
fhort. What increafed our fear was, the impreffion remaining in us of the difafter 
lately happened to the fhip called Catarinetta, which the reader will not be difpleafed 
to be acquainted with. 

That veffel being laden with commodities of great value fet fail from Goa, and, meet- 
ing with a profperous wind, arrived fafe in Brazil ; whence putting to fea with as fair 
a wind as could be wifhed, it took its courfe for Lifbon, but in pafling the line the 
mafter died, overcome with the violent heat of the climate, and foon after him all 
the beft failors; fo that the fhip being left, like a horfe that has fhook off the 
bridle, to the mercy of the waves, drove about in a piteous manner upon the fea 
for feven months, which forced fuch as were left alive, after confuming all their 
provifions, to eat their cats, dogs, and rats that were in the fhip, and to drefs their 
fhoes and any other leather, which they endeavoured the beft they could to make 
eatable. At lait nothing being left, only five remained of four hundred men they 
were at firft. One of thefe five was the captain, who being diftra@ted with the dif- 
mal thoughts which a miferable death near at hand is wont to infpire, fancied that 
death would not be the greateft of his misfortunes, but that together with his life he 
fhould lofe his reputation ; and that fame, which commonly fpreads abroad falfe news, 
would report, that ke was fled into fome far country to make his advantage of the 
_ Great treafure he was intrufted with, and enjoy the fruits of.ghis difhonefty out of 
danger. So that being ardently defirous that at leaft fome one of them might furvive 
to carry home the news of their misfortune, he propofed to his companions to caft lots 
which of them fhould be killed to ferve for food to the other four. Not one of 
them contradi&ed that inhuman propofal, but only they would exerppt their captain 

from 
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feom being fubjeét to the rigour of it. They ufed their utmoft endeavours to make 
him confent; but after much contending, he folemnly {wore he would not be exempt 
from falling a facrifice to the reft, if it fell to his lot, fince abfolute necefflity made that 
courfe juft and reafonable. In fhort, having caft dice, the lot fell upon the unhappy 
captain, who was already offering up his foul to God; but the others bewailing their 
misfortune, began to conclude it was better they fhould all die like good catholicks, 
than like barbarians to imbrue their hands in the blood of their companion. God 
infpiring them in return for this good refolution, one of them went up to the top-matt 
head, from whence looking about on all fides, he fpied at a great diftance fomething 
dark, which he told the captain; who going up with a perfpedtive glafs, difcerned that 
it was the coaft of the continent. They fteered that way the belt they could, and 
being come up with the fhore, found it was a port then in peace with Portu- 
gal. Being landed, with God’s afliftance, they went immediately to the governor, 
whom they acquainted with their misfortune. The governor gave them good enter- 
tainment, and furnifhed them with all they ftood in need of. During their {tay there, 
they were advifed by phyficians to make ufe of fome medicines, and proper reftoratives 
to recover their health, and return to fea; yet two of them, more fpent than the reft, 
gave up their ghofts; the other three, with the help of the good medicines applied, 
were perfectly recovered. They gave thanks to God for his mercy, and to the go- 
vernor for his civility, refitted their veffel, and fet fail again for Lifbon. As foon as 
they came thither, one of the three who relapfed by the way died. ‘fo conclude, 
the captain and failor that remained, landed, and were immediately introduced to the 
King of Portugal, to whom they gave a difmal account of their adventures, which 
turned to their advantage; for the King, moved at their fufferings, comforted, and 
gave them gifts of value, making the captain admiral of the fleet, and the failor cap. 
tain of the belt thip. 

Now I return to our voyage. 

Being in ten degrees of fouth latitude, we difcovered about evening Cape St. Auguttin 
at a great diftance; and in the morning it pleafed God we faw abundance of land- 
fowls flying near about us, and whales, which, {pouting up great ftreams of water, at 
that diftance looked to us like fine fountains gufhing in the midft of the fea. ‘There 
are fuch numbers of them in that fea, that I fhall fcarce be believed, if I fay a mer- 
chant pays the King of Portugal fifty thoufand crowns in gold for the patent te make 
oil, though nothing more be true. 

Pafling by our Lady of Nazareth, we all faluted her with three Ave-marias, and a 
triple difcharge of our cannon, ‘This church is but five miles from the town of Fer. 
nambuco ; near to which place Francis de Brito, a Portuguefe nobleman, travelling 
before the church was built, the good lord who had a fpecial devotion for the Bleffed 
Virgin, met a poor woman clad in white, with a child in her arms, who humbly, 
begged an alms of him. He putting his hand into his pocket, gave her a ducat; and 
whilft he was giving, and fhe receiving, the woman’s face feemed to be altogether 
changed. Brito following on his way at a {mall diftance from the place, as if he were 
quite furprifed at what he had feen, turned about feveral times to fee the perfon that 
had won his heart; but though it was a plain field, where there yas no place to be 
concealed, nor any thjpg to obftrua the fight, he could never fee the beautiful beggar 
again. This breeding a diffatisfaétion in his mind, he returned to the*very place where 
he left his alms, and his thoughts, and only found the print of two feet upon the earth, 
which made him conclude that the poor woman was the Bleffed Virgin, that had. in- 
flamed his heart with her heavenly eyes, and ravithed his foul with her divine beauty ; 

and 
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and therefore in that very place he ereéted a ftately church in honour of the Moft Holy 
Virgin, endowing it with a revenue, and chaplains proportionable to the worth and 
generofity of that noble gentleman. 

When we were under the tower, which ferves as a fort to the harbour of Fernam- 
buco, we caft anchor there, faluting the town after the ufual manner, the port being 
too little for fhips to lie in. 

The captain went away in the pinnace, to get leave for us to land. Whilft he was 
gone, we obferved that a wall rans from the tower, which the people there call Arrecife, 
which credible people fay is natural, running three hundred miles, one part of it in- 
clofing the harbour, and fecuring it againft any weather. ‘This fame wall in like 
manner parts the fea from a river that runs through the middle of the city; and when 
the fea grows boifterous, it fometimes raifes its waves above the wall, mixing its falt 
with the frefh waters of the river, which is the caufe that the people catch frefhand 
falt-water fifh indifferently in the river, and in the fea, as if by a fort of metamor- 
phofis the fea were become a river, and the river a fea. 

As foon as we landed in the port of Fernambuco, we faw a great crowd of people, 
as well Blacks as Whites, about us, and among them a black woman, who kneeled, 
beat her breaft, and clapt her hands upon the ground. I enquired what the good 
woman meant by all thofe motions with her hands; and a Portuguefe anfwered me: 
“Father, the meaning of it is, that fhe is of the kingdom of Congo, and was baptized 
by a Capuchin; and being informed you are going thither to baptize, fhe rejoices, 
and expreffes her joy by thofe outward tokens.” 

In going to the houfe appointed for our entertainment, we paffed through the middle 
of the town, which we found to be indifferent for bignefs, but very full of people, 
efpecially of black flaves they bring from Angola, Congo, Dongo, and Mattamba, 
every year, to the number of ten thoufand, whom they employ about their tobacco, 
fugar-works, and to gather cotton, abundance of which grows there upon fhrubs, 
about the height of a man; as alfo to cut wood for dying of filk, and other ftuffs of 
value, and to work in cocoa and ivory. : 

As for the original natives of Brazil, or South America, the Portuguefe have not 
been able to fubdue them to this day, they being a people too fierce and barbarous. 
They call them Tapuges, or Caboclos, and the colour of their fkin is a dark tawny. 
They go quite naked, and carry a bow an ell and a half long, with arrows made, part 
of cane, and part of a hard wood fharpened towards the point like a faw, that where 
it hits it may make-the wound bigger, more troublefome, and be the harder to be 
drawn out; and it is moft certain that when they fhoot with a defign, and their 
beft, they ftrike a board or plank through and through at a mufquet-fhot diftance. 
Thefe Tapuges, when they can, cat man’s flefh; and when they have none of their 

“enemies about them, they feaft upon fuch ftrangers as they can catch in their country. 

They wear little bits of wood and ftone of feveral colours fet in their faces; I know 
not whether for ornament, or to appear more terrible. At their ears they have pen- 
dants not of lead as our lap-dogs have, but great pieces of the fame fort of wood. 
They live upon fuch beafts as they hunt, and upon men; for when any one among 
them takes his bet, they affign him a certain time to recover, which if he does not 
within the time limited, they kill him without mercy and eat hgm, to put an end cha- 
titably to his fufferings. ‘The fame favour or inhumanity they ufe towards their 
parents, and old people, become unfit for hunting, whom the children kill and eat 
with their near relations, invited by them to that cruel feaft; thus killing thofe to 
whom they owe their life, and burying thofe in their bowels, from whofe bowels 

they 
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they came. In fhort, they are miferable pagans plunged in idolatry. The reft of the 
inhabitants of that new world, whether good or bad, are Chriftians, or at leaft bear 
the name. 

At the place of our reception we found two of our companions fick of a fever, and 
we ourfelves felt fome indifpofition, which obliged us to go into the doétor’s hands, it 
being ufual and almoft inevitable for all who come into that country to fall fick, whe- 
ther it proceed from the change of air or food. 

One morning we heard an admirable confort of trumpets all aboard the fleet, as 
well within as without the port, founding, to the number of eighty fhips, including 
ours, which was loading with fugar, of which fhe carried no lefs than one thoufand 
chefts, Nothing could be pleafanter than that profpeét, which feemed to reprefent a 
town where the houfes were toft at the pleafure of the waves, or like a foreft floating 
about as drove by the wind. ‘There we received the news of the death of John Mary 
Mandelli, of Pavia, prefeét to the two miffions of Angola and Congo, who died 
among thofe people with the reputation of fanétity, after enduring a thoufand hard. 
thips for their fpiritual advantage during twenty-five years he lived there. 

We took a time.to go fee the town of Olinda but three miles diftant from Fernam- 
buco. It was formerly a great town, but at this time almoft ruined, fince the Dutch 
made a defcent there. In a marfhy field we were fhewn certain trees, which like 
others have their roots in the ground, but have others above, the leaves being all 
covered with them, There we faw abundance of great parrots, feveral forts of Maca- 
cos, that is, monkeys or apes, of which the leaft, called Sagorini, are moft valued. 
We went this way in a canoe, which is a large trunk of a tree hollowed ; and our 
watermen were two Blacks, naked like the people of Brazil, having only a little rag 
before them for decency. ; 

The temper of that climate, though very hot, is not bad, nor the great dampnefs of 
the moon dangerous, fo that there is good travelling enough by night as well as by 
day. Silver and gold money in this town goes as it does in other parts of Brazil ; they 
give two teftons for a mafs, and thirty or forty for a fermon. The country produces 
neither wheat nor wine, but there is enough carried out of Europe, and fold dear 
enough. The ground being fandy, the natives and travellers are troubled with a kind 
of infeéts, which fome call Pharoah’s lice, alledging that was one of the ten plagues 
wherewith God formerly punifhed Egypt. They are lefe than lice, and work themfelves 
infenfibly in between the fleth and the fkin, and in a day’s time grow as big as a kidney- 
bean, or other fmall bean. Some experienced Black undertakes the cure, for were 
they left unregarded, they would corrupt all the foot in a very fhort time. Obferving 
two days after I came, that fomething hindred my walking, 1 caufed a Black to fearch 
me, who took out four of thofe infects pretty bi grown, and there was not a day 
but they came and took out ten or twelve a-piece from us. It is no fmall misfortune, » 
if any one efcapes undifcovered by the Blacks, for they gnaw and torment the feet. , 

During our ftay at Fernambuco there was a great feaft of the rofary kept in the 
great church called Corpo Santo, or the holy body. The order of it was very mag- 
nificent. The church was hung with ten thoufand ells of filk of a fire-colour, and 
other rich ftuffs: the tabernacle which was lofty, covered with filk, embroidered full 
of flames of gold, ang:a filver galoon over it, which dazzled the eyes: the mufic of 
harps, violins, and cornets, making a confort to the holy hymns. *The religious are 
not at this great expence, but chufe the richeft merchant in the city, who looks upon 
it as a point of honour to open his purfe freely upon fuch an occafion. He that bore 
the charge that year, protefted to us the next day, that he had {pent four thoufand 
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ducats in bonfires, the night before; but he meant thus: we being impatient to go 
over into Africk as foon as poffible to perform the duty of our miflion, went to fee 
that merchant, who had a great kindnefs for us, to beg of him that when a hip of his 
bound for Africk, was laden and ready to fail, he would be fo charitable as to affign 
us the great cabin to go in, which he readily granted. The veffel being found unfit 
for the voyage, was unloaded, all the iron-work and rigging taken out, and the timber 
burnt, which he faid coft him four thoufand ducats, that being the coft of the thip. 

To divert us, we went one day to fee fugar-works, which is a great curiofity. 
The engine they ufe is a great wheel, turned violently about by a number of Blacks : 
it turns a prefs of mafly iron, in which the fugar-canes cut in pieces are bruifed, the 
moifture that runs from them falling into a great cauldron over the fire. It is wonder- 
ful to fee the Blacks, who are naturally lazy, labour fo hard, and clap the canes fo dex- 
teroufly under that mafs of iron, without leaving their hands or arms behind them. 

The fruit in that country, which generally lafts all the year upon the trees, is very de- 
licious, and among the reft the Niceffes, which are like our lemons. They grow on a 
ftalk like an Indian cane, and two of its leaves would clothe the biggeft man. This 
ftalk fometimes produces but one bunch, in which there are aboutgifty Niceffes. To 
ripen them, they muft be cut off green and hung in the air, where they grow yellow in a 
little time. When they are cut through the middle, there appears on both fides the 
exact figure of a crucifix. When the bunch is cut off, the ftalk withers, and another 
foon grows out of the fame root. The banana is much of the fame nature, only the 
Nicette is three foot high, and the banana twice as much. 

The Ananas are like a pine-apple, about a fpan long, and the plant produces but one. 
The rind being taken off, they look yellow, and the juice of them is like that of a muf- 
cadine grape, but it muft be eaten with moderation, being hot in the third degree. 
‘There are other forts of fruit, as that called Fruta do Conde, or the Count’s Fruit, 
which grows on a plant as high as an orange-tree, of a very pleafant flavour. Mana- 
ques, like our fmall melons, and growing on very large trees. Maracoupias, like a 
great round apple, and yellow without, of which I fent the draughts, as I did of feveral 
other curious forts of fruits, to the Sieur Jacques Zanoni, apothecary of Bononia, who 
will make them public in his book of plants now in the prefs. 

As for European fruits, fuch as grapes, pomegranates, melons, figs, gourds, cucum- 
bers, oranges, lemons, and citrons, they grow there to a wonder; and thefe laft are 
like our gourds in Italy, by reafon of the goodnefs of the radical moifture of the earth, 
So the Portuguefe orange-trees do not only multiply there, but improve very much ; 
and the young plants grow up to vaft high trees. Little other meat is eaten there but 
beef and fome pullets. Wine is dearer than faffron; for it is brought from the Madei- 
ras, that is, above fix hundred and fifty leagues, and pays above eight piftoles a pipe 

ecuftom. All the Whites in that country are either Portuguefe, or defcended from 
them, and drink little wine. The commonalty drink all water, which is none of the 
beft. Inftead of bread they eat cakes made of the meal of a. root called Manioca. 
In that country there are properly but two feafons; fpring, which is temperate 
enough, but rainy, during which the trees do not lofe their leaves; and fummer, which 
is very hot and dr, infomuch, that did not the dew make fome amends, the country 
would be quite dried and parched up. The town of St. Paulg-and country about it, 
which lies furtheft up in Brazil, may be called the true lubber-land, or country of 
pleafure. Any ftranger that comes thither, though never fo poor, is welcome, and 
prefently meets with a wife to his liking, provided he fubmit to the conditions, which 
are to think of nothing but eating, drinking, and walking, but particularly of being 
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kind to no,woman but his own. If he give the leaft caufe to fufpect he will make his 
efcape, fhe certainly poifons him; but if he agrees well with her, he is cherifhed and 
made much of, every one ftriving to out-do another in kindnefs. 

Their wealth comes out of a river that waters the country, and which is fo rich, that 
it can relieve the miferableft wretch who implores its affiftance ; for they need only take 
the fand of the river, and feparate the gold from it, which abundantly requites their 
trouble, there being only the fifth part due to the King by way of acknowledgment. 
Much more curious and extraordinary is reported of that country ; but not having been 
there myfelf, becaufe it lies in the furtheft part of Brazil, and near to the river of Plate, 
I dare not avouch all for truth, though in reality nothing ought to appear incredible to 
thofe who are well acquainted with the extravagant cuftoms and abfurd manners of thofe 
barbarous nations. 

At length, on the 2d of November 1667, we fet fail for the kingdom of Congo, and 
were forced, to avoid contrary winds, to run into twenty-nine degrees of fouth latitude, 
even with the Cape of Good Hope, which might better be called the Cape of Death, 
becaufe of the continual fear of death they are in who come near it. For the {pace of 
eight days we weggtoffed in a terrible manner; fometimes lifted up to the clouds, and 
fometimes caft down to the deep, either way dreading to perifh. At laft the wind fell, 
the waves fettled, and we faw fome bones of cuttle-fifh, which the goldfmiths make ufe 
of for cafting, float upon the water, efteemed a token of fair weather, and of being within 
fixty leagues of the continent, that fifh never going far from fhore. 


In fhort, next day we faw land, and began to hope well of the fuccefs of our voyage, 


becaufe there are never any ftorms on that coaft, and fhips may run along within muf 

uet-fhot of it, without any danger of fands. Our boat being out for feveral days, 
lounding to difcover fome rocks that lie under-water along the fhore; we fifhed as we 
went, and always brought aboard a great deal of fifh. . Among the reft we caught one 
that weighed about fifteen or fixteen pounds, which the captain faid he would treat us 
with. ‘The colour of it was red, the head large and round, the eyes {parkling like 
fire, the noftrils flat upon the forehead, the fins beating, the fcales ruftling together, 
the whole body toffing and puffing in a hideous manner. The captain knowing it to 
be one of the moft delicious fifhes in thofe feas, would drefs it for us himfelf, making a 
fort of white fauce with fugar, fpice, and juice of oranges and lemons; fo that iPbeing 
all like a difh of curds, we eat it with fpoons, and could not diftinguifh whether the 
fauce made the fifh good, or the fifh mended the fauce. 

Ihad a great mind to go athore, but the mafter would not fuffer it, affuring me 
there were Blacks along that coaft that eat man’s flefh. We difcovered two of them, 
who, as foon as they faw us, ran away far enough, which made the mafter put off 
from fhore, for fear thofe Blacks were gone to call fome magician to fink our boat and 
feize us. Some days after, the mafter went out of the boat afhore to comply with fome 
corporal neceffity ; but as foon as he got behind a little rock, he ran back to the water 
out of breath, calling out to us to come to his afliftance, as we did with all poffible 
fpeed. The caufe of his fright was, that behind the rock he fawa fire lighted, near to 
which there was a ftring of fithes a drying, a certain token that fome Blacks lived near, 
which fo terrified him, that, forgetting the need he was in, he had yo occafion for three 
days after. ‘ 

When we had paffed that coaft, which is hideous to look to by reafon of a long ridge 
of barren mountains, about the latitude of fourteen degrees we difcovered fome green 
trees and a pleafanter fhore, in which there were good ports made by nature, capable 
of containing two or three thoufand fhips. Upon Chriftmas-eve we touched at i See 
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capital of the kingdom of the fame name, where there is a Portuguefe governor and gar- 
tifon ; and we found abdut two hundred white inhabitants, and abundance of Blacks. 
The houfes are built with mud and ftraw, the church and fort being made of no better 
materials, 

Abundance of {mall boats came aboard us, each carrying two black fithermen, who 
came to exchange fifh with the feamen for Brazil roll-tobacco. 

+ The father-fuperior and I went afhore, where I preached the firft time in Poriuguefe, 
The temper of that climate is fo bad that it gives the fed the country produces {o per- 
nicious a quality, that thofe who eat of it at their firft coming certainly die, or at leaft 
contract fome dangerous diftemper ; which is the reafon that paflengers take care not to 
go afhore, nor to drink the water, which looks like lye. This made us unwilling to accept 
of the dinner the governor invited us to, though he affured us there fhould be none of the 
country-provifions, and we fhould drink wine brought by fea; which he performed, 
giving us a treat altogether after the fafhion of Europe. After which he further ex. 
preffed his kindnefs, fending very good European fruit aboard after us, with a whole 
beef flayed, but little, and without horns, very well tafted, as is all the meat of te 
country, whereof there is great plenty and very cheap. 

Any body that fees the Whites who live in that country may eafily difcern how little 
that air agrees with them; they look as if they were dug out of their graves; their 
voices are broken, and they hold their breath in a manner between their teeth, which 
made me, in the moft obliging manner I could, refufe the governor’s requelt, who, 
wanting priefts, would have kept me there fome time to adminifter the holy mytteries, 
The courts at Lifbon, as a punifhment for fome heinous crime, often banifh criminals 
to Angola and Benguela, looking upon thofe countries as the moft wretched and infec- 
tious of any the Portuguefe poffefs ; therefore the Whites there are the moft deceitful and 
wickedeft of men. 

Having taken leave of the governor, we went aboard again, and proceeded on our 
voyage, which we ended happily before the wind, arriving on Twelfth-day at the port 
of Loanda, which is the fineft and largeft I ever faw. My companion and I landed, and 
were received by an infinite number of Whites and Blacks, who ftrove to outdo one 
another in capeeling their joy for our arrival, kiffing our habits, and embracing us. 
Attefftled by this croud, we proceeded to our bofpitium or houfe for our reception, in 
the church whereof we found above three hundred perfons, with the chief men of the 
town, who came out to meet us. Having adored the blefled facrament, and returned 
thanks to God for our profperous voyage, we went into the convent, where we found 
three Fathers, an old lay-man threefcore and ten years of age, an under-guardian of 
Congo recovering after a fit of ficknefs, and one of Angola ina fever. We were in- 
formed, to our great regret, that two religious men of our company, who came away 
a little before us oe Genoa, died both of them as foon as they arrived, oneat Loanda, 
‘and the other at Meffangrana not far off. Thofe Fathers who were of a vigorous con- 
ftitution, now enjoy the reward of their pious intention, which they had not the power 
to put in execution, being prevented by death. Soon after the fub-guardian of Congo 

intended to fet out and conduét me and my companion to the county of Songo, and 
thence to the county of Bamba, there to be expoled to all thofe fatigues for which we 
had prepared ourfélves. The county of Bamba is no lefs in extent than the kingdoms 
of Naples and Sicily together. % 

Loanda is an ifland and town of the fame name, being the capital of all thofe coun- 
tries the Portuguefe poffefs in thofe vaft regions of the Blacks. ‘The Dutch once made 
themfelves foals of it, but the Portuguefe with much bravery beat them out. There 
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is a good number of Jefuits, who are allowed by the King of Portugal a penfion of two 
thoufand Crufadoes a year, that is 2661. 13s. 4d. They keep fchools, preach, and 
perform other funétions for the falvation of fouls. To requite their labours, the people 
of that country have given them the property of feveral houfes, and of twelve thoufand 
flaves of fundry trades, as fmiths, joiners, turners, and ftone-cutters, who, when they 
have no employment at home, ferve the public, and bring their mafters in a Crufado 
aday. We alfo found Carmelites there, and fome of the third order of St. Francis, 
all of them religious men, offvery exemplary life. 

The city Loanda is large and beautiful enough. The houfes of the Whites are of 
slime and ftone, and covered with tiles; thofe of the Blacks are of mud and ftraw. 
One part of the city ftretches to the brink of the fea, and the other rifes up to the top 
of the hill. ‘There are about three thoufand Whites, and a prodigious multitude of 
Blacks, whofe number is not known; they ferve as flaves to the Whites, fome of 
whom have fifty, fome a hundred, ‘two or three hundred, and even to three thoufand, 
He who has moft is richeft, for they being all of fome calling, when their mafters have 
no ufe for them, they go work with any that wants them, and befides, faving their maf. 
ters their diet, thgy bring home their earnings. 

The Whites when they go about the town, are followed by two Blacks, with an 
hammock of net-work, which is the conveniency ufed for carrying of people even when 
they travel. Another Black walks by his mafter’s fide, holding a large umbrella over 
him to keep off the fun, which is violently hot. When any two that have bufinefs, 
meet, they join their umbrellas, and walk fide by fide in the fhade. When the white 
women go abroad, which is very feldom, they are carried in a covered net, as is ufed 
in Brazil, with attendance of flaves. The flaves, both men and women, kneel when 
they fpeak to their mafter. 

At Loanda they eat abundance of fith, cow-beef, which is the beft fort of fleth, goat 
and mutton. Each of the laft may be faid to have five quarters, the tail being the 
biggeft of them; but it is not wholefome becaufe of its great fatnefs, nor indeed 
is any fleth in that country. Inftead of bread they ufe the root of Manjoza, as they do 
at Brazil, and Indian wheat, of which they make little cakes, and other things of pafte, 
which yet are not fo good as bread. ‘The water they drink is very bad; it is brought 
from a neighbouring ifland, where they dig a trench even with the fea, and thé water 
frefhes as it ftrains through the fand, but not thoroughly. Elfe they go for it toa river 
twelve or fourteen miles from Loanda, and load their canoes, which are boats made 
of one piece of timber. The canoes have a hole at the bottom, which they open when 
they are in the river, and ftop it up when the canoe is full enough. When they come 
home, they ftrain it from the dirt, and let it ftand fome days to fettle. Wine brought 
from Europe is fold for fixty Mil Reys the pipe, that is twenty pounds fterling ; when 
there is a fcarcity it rifes to one hundred Mil Reys a pipe, and fometimes there is none 
at all to be had. : 

There is but little money paffes in that country; but inftead of it they buy and fell 
with Maccutes, Birames, and Indian pieces, or Muleches. The Maccutes are pieces 
of cloth made of ftraw a yard long, ten of which.are worth one hundred Reys. The 
Birames are pieces of coarfe cotton cloth made in the Indies, fivg ells long, and coft 
two hundred Reys the piece. The Indian pieces, or Muleches, are young Blacks 
about twenty years of age, worth twenty Mil Reys each. If they are younger, they 
are valued by people who have judgment in them. Young women are of the fame 
value as men. Befides thefe there are fhells they call Zimbi which come from Congo, 
for which all things are to be bought as if they were money ; two thoufand of them 
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are worth a Maccute. The people of Congo value thefe hells, though they are of no 
ufe to them, but only to trade with other Africans‘who adore the fea, and call thefe 
fhells which their country does not afford, God’s children ; for which reafon they look 
upon them asa treafure, and take them in exchange for any fort of goods they have. 
Among them he is the richeft and happieft who has moft of them. 

The inhabitants of Loanda courted us to ftay with them for a year at leaft, to ufe 
ourfelves to the air and provifions, before we ventured further into thofe defarts and 
unhealthy countries of Bamba, where our lives be in danger. We anfwered, 
it would be a happy exchange to meet with death that would purchafe us true life, and 
to lofe our bodies to find fo many fouls, for whofe falvation providence had brought us 
thither. é 


All that follows to the end is writ by F. Dents Carxr: 


WE fet out both of us for our miffion of Bamba, where a great duke fubject to the 
King of Congo refided ; for in that kingdom there are five provinces. The ‘irft is that 
of St. Salvador, or St. Saviour, where the King of Congo, whofe name is D. Alvaro, 
refides. It takes name of the capital city called St. Salvador, which is beft feated, and 
in the wholefomeft air in the kingdom, built upon a hill. In it there are fearce any 
flies or gnats, fleas or bugs, as there are in the reft of the kingdom ; but it is not free 
from ants, which are very troublefome. The King’s palace is almoft a league in com- 
pafs. Formerly it was the only houfe that was boarded, but the Portuguefe who have 
fettled there have put the great men in the way of adorning and furnifhing their houfes. 
The cathedral is built with ftone like thofe of our Lady, St. Peter and St. Anthony of 
Padua, in which are the tombs of the Kings of Congo. That of the Jefuits dedicated 
to St. Ignatius isnot the meaneft. Our Lady of Viétory is made of mud, but whitened 
both within and without; it was given to the Capuchins by King Alphonfo the Third. 
The fecond province is that of Bamba, where the great duke called D. Theodofio rules. 
The third that of Sondi, where there is another duke. The fourth that of Pemba, 
where a marquis refides ; and the fifth that of Songo, in which there is a count who 
has not owned the King of Congo for fome years; he refides in the town of Songo, a 
league from the river Zaire. 

Having provided all things neceflary, F. Michael Angelo and I went on board, and 
coafting along the continent, in two days came to Dante, on the frontiers of the king- 
dom of Angelo, where the Portuguefe have a fort. We went to wait upon the gover-. 
nor, and fhewed him the letters we brought from the lords of the council of Loanda, 
who then governed the kingdom, the viceroy that was expected not being yet come ; 
they were letters of recommendation for him to help us to Blacks to carry us and our 
goods. During two days we ftayed there, the governor fent out a fithing, and falted 
the fith for us ; and among other forts there were foles and pilchards above a fpan long. 
Our provifion being ready, and thirty Blacks appointed to carry us and our equipage, 
hammocks were pfovided for us; the gentlemen of that city giving us to underftand, 
that it was impoffible for us to go afoot, being clad and equipped as we were; fo that 
there being no other remedy, we complied with the cuftom of the country. 

We 
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We fet out, and there being no great roads in thofe wild countries, but only paths, 
were forced to goin file. Some Blacks went before us with their burdens, next 
F. Michael in his hammock followed by fome Blacks; theh came I carried in my net, 
which to me feemed an eafy fort of carriage ; and after me followed the reft of the 
Blacks, to relieve thofe that carry when they are weary. It is wonderful to fee how 
foft they go though loaded. They were armed with bows and arrows, and were to 
carry us to one of their towns, which in their language they call Libattes, as we fhall 
always call them in this relatiot’ There we were to provide other carriers, 

The lord or governor of the Libatte, whom in their language they call the Macolonte, 
came immediately to vifit us, and affigned us two of the beft cottages in the place ; for 
throughout all the kingdom there is never a ftone houfe, but only of ftraw and ftubble ; 
and the fineft are of mud walls, and thatched, moft of them without windows, the door 
ferving for a window. We mutt except the city of St. Salvador, as was {aid betore. 

The Macolonte was clad after this manner: he only wore a clout of the bignefs 
of a handkerchief made of palm-tree leaves, for decency-fake, to cover that which 
modefty requires fhould be covered, and a cloak of European cloth reaching down 
to the ground; it was blue, a colour much efteemed among them; the reft of 
his body was naked. ‘The Blacks that attended the Macolonte, and who were his 
officers, had only one of thofe handkerchiefs, which they fend to be dyed blue at 
Loanda: the reft of the people had only leaves of trees, and monkeys’ fkins; and thofe 
who live in the open country, and lie under the trees, whether men or women, wear 
nothing at all, but go quite naked without any fenfe of fhame. 

This firft Libatte was pretty large, confifting of about a hundred cottages, feparate 
from one another, and without any order: it may be faid they do not live in them in 
the day-time, for the men go abroad a walking, to take their diverfion, to converfe 
together, and to play upon certain inftruments, which are wretched and ridiculous 
enough, till night, being altogether ftrangers to melancholy. ‘The women, on the 
other fide, go out in the morning to till the ground, carry a bafket at their backs, into 
which they put a black earthen-pot, which they call Quioufou, and one of their 
children, carrying the youngett in their arms, who takes the breaft without the mother’s 
help. ‘They lead one by the hand, and very often carry another in their belly, for 
thefe people are fruitful and incontinent. The reft of the children, if there be more, 
follow the mother ; but when they are grown fomewhat big, they let them go where 
they will, without taking any more care of them than if they were not their children, 

We prefented the Macolonte with a ftring of beads of Venice glafs, which they call 
Miflanga, and hang about their neck, having no pocket or other place to keep it. 
The Macolonte having received and returned his compliments, fends a Black all about 
the Libatte, to order the inhabitants to bring their children to be baptized ; the youth 
being almoft all baptized before, we having had that miffion thirty years. They acquaing 
them that a Capuchin is come, whom in their language they call Gramga, adding, by 
way of refpeét, the word Fomet, which is as much as father or mafter. As foon as 
they hear of our coming, they all flock in, bringing their children, and by way of alms 
two of their handkerchiefs of palm-tree leaves, or elfe three thoufand five hundred little 
thells, which, as has been faid, is the money of the country, callgd by them Zimbi; 
or elfe a Pullet, for a quantity of them was once carried thither, but the wars have 
almoft deftroyed them. ‘They alfo bring a little falt upon a leaf to bblefs the water, and 
give one of the prefents above-mentioned for baptizing their children, and if they have 
nothing to give, they are chriftened for God’s fake. In this place we baptized thirty, 
each of us fifteen, to our great fatisfa€tion, they being the firft we had made Chriftians. 


* 


I {poke 
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I {poke to the Macolonte to prepare things to fay mafs next day; and immediately he 
fent our feveral Blacks to cut wood, and palm-tree leaves, wherewith they erected a 
little green chapel, as was the altar, I having given them the height and breadth ; and 
then we furnifhed it, all the miffioners carrying a cheft along with them, containing 
all things neceffary for the holy facrifice. Whilft my companion faid mafs, the Maco- 
lonte fent notice to other Blacks that were at a fmall diftance from thence, who came 
time enough to hear the fecond mafs: after which we baptized ten children of that 
neighbouring Libatte. There was a great number of people prefent, the chapel having 
been erected on a rifing ground, to the end they might at leaft fee, if they could not 
hear the mafs. Next we catechifed, dividing the people into two parts, and explaining 
what we faid to them by the help of an interpreter. 

That done, they fell a playing upon feveral inftruments, a dancing, and fhouting fo 
loud, that they might be heard half a league off. 1 will defcribe but one of their in- 
ftruments, which is the moft ingenious and agreeable of them all, and the chief of thofe 
in ufe among them. They take a piece of a ftake, which they tie and bend like a 
bow, and bind to it fifteen long, dry, and empty gourds, of calabafhes of feveral fizes, 
to found feveral notes, with a hole at top, and a leffer hole four fingers lower, and ftop 
it up half-way, covering alfo that at the top with a little thin bit of board, fomewhat 
lifted above the hole. Then they take a cord made of the bark of a tree, and faftening 
it to both ends of the inftrument, hang it about their neck. To play upon it they ufe 
two flicks, the ends whereof are covered with a bit of rag, with which they {trike 
upon thofe little boards, and fo make the oie gather wind, which in fome manner 
refembles the found of an organ, and makes a pretty agreeable harmony, efpecially . 
when three or four of them play together. 

beat their drums with open hand, and they are made after this manner : they 
cue rk of a tree three quarters of an ell long or more; for when they hang them 
abdut their necks, they reach down almoft to the ground: they hollow it within, and 
cover it top and bottom with the fkin of a tyger, or fome other beaft, which makes a 
hideous noife when they beat it after this manner. 

_ The gentlemen, or gentlemen’s fons carry in their hands two iron bells, fuch as the 
cattle among us wear, and {trike fometimes the one, fometimes the other, with a ftick ; 
which is feldom feen among them, this inftrument being only carried by the fons of 
great men, who are not very numerous among them. 

We preparing to be gone, our Macolonte made a fign for his Blacks to ftand ‘ftill, 
and be filent, which was done in a moment, ‘and they had need enough of it, being 
all in-a fweat. Having given them our blefling, we fet out, and they began afrefh to 
play, dance, and hollow, fo that we could hear them two miles off, not without fur- 
prife and fatisfaCtion, it being a confort of fo many curious, and to us ftrange in- 
étruments. 

By the way we faw feveral forts of creatures, particularly little monkeys, and abund- 
ance of apes of divers colours, who all fled to the tops of the higheft trees. We dif- 
covered two Pacaffes, beafts fomewhat like buffaloes, that roar like lions: the male 
and female go always together; they are white, with black and red {pots ; have ears 
half an ell long, agd their horns ftraight : when they fee any body, they neither run 
away, nor do any harm, but look upon fuch as pafs by. We faw another beaft with 
black and yellow fair upon a mountain ; the interpreter told us it was a leopard, but 
it was far enough from us. There is alfo in thofe parts a beaft fhaped like, and as 
ftrong as a mule; but its hair is diftinguifhed by white, black, and yellow ftreaks, 

which 
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which go round the body from the backbone under the belly, which is very beautiful, 
and looks as if it were done by art, it is called Zebra. 

Going on our journey we came, before we were aware of it, upon a-beaft that lay 
afleep, and was waked by the fhouting of the Blacks as they travel; it rofe, took a 
great leap, and fled; the body was like that of a wolf, whereof there are abundance, 
but its head was like a bullock, which is difproportionable and frightful to behold: I 
afked what beaft it was, and they affured me it muft be fome monfter. There were 
abundance of beafts like our goats, which run away, and then ftaid for one another ; 
and a multitude of wild hens, bigger than the tame, which tafte like a hare. 

Nothing extraordinary happened tous at the fecond Libatte, and we did there as we 
had done at the firft. One night, when we were got into one of thofe Libattes, they fhut 
the door, which was made of dried thorns; all the enclofure, like the walls of our 
towns, being hedges of thorn as high as a pike. Cottages were afligned us to pafs the 
night; but the heat being exceflive, 1 choofe rather to lie in the open air in my 
hammock, faftening one end of it to the top of the cottage, and the other to two poles 
fet up acrofs one another; F. Michael Angelo did fo too, About se came 
three lions, roaring that they made the earth fhake, which waked me thoroughly ; and 
had it not been for the thorny hedge, F. Denis had never feen Italy again. [ lifted 
up my head to try whether by the moon-light I could difcern one of them, but the 
hedge was fo clofe and full of leaves, that I could perceive nothing, though"! was 
fenfible they were not far from it. I was almoft refolved to go back into the cottage, 
but thinking it impoffible they fhould leap fuch high hedges, I lay quiet till day, not 
without panting for fear now and then. Day being come, I went to afk F. Michael 
Angelo, who was in a cottage hard by, whether he had heard the lions in the night ; 
to which he anfwered, he never flept better, becaufe the night was frefh, and had 
heard nothing. ‘“ You are happy,” faid I, “ for if they had broken in, you had 
gone to heaven without knowing which way.” He replied, ‘* That God’s providence 
always watches over his eleét, and that it was not his will that they fhould be expofed 
to the cruelty of thofe mercilefs beafts.”* 

After baptizing feveral children, we fet out, and having travelled till noon, the 
Blacks told us we mutt ftay and reft, there being a river of good water hard by, Being 
fet down, we got into the fhade under fome trees, there to make ready our dinner. 
Some of our men went to gather buck-wheat, others to bring wood to make fire. 
F. Michael Angelo would have made ufe of his fteel to light ; but a Black who was 
cook, faid, ‘ Father, we have no need of that ;” and taking a piece of wood about two 
fingers thick, with many holes in it which did not go quite through, then taking 
another little {tick about the thicknefs of one’s finger, and putting it into one of thofe 
holes turned, rubbed the two ‘ticks haftily one againft another with both hands, and 
the little one took fire, which is their way of lighting it. The others who came loaded 
with buck-wheat, fhook it out of the ear, and put it into four pots to make broth, and 
boiled Batataes, which are tolerably good roots. 

Whilft every one was bufy about the cookery, on a fudden we difcovered an ele- 
phant, not much lefs than a cart loaden with hay in Lombardy, his head hanging a 
little, one of his teeth being already dropt: all the Blacks got yp hajtily, and laying 
hold of their bows, began to let fly arrows at him with their ufual cries ; but one of 
them, more cunning than the reft, took a firebrand, and ran to fet fire to a neighbour? 
ing thatched cottage: the elephant feeing that great flame, prefently fled with three 
arrows in his body. The fire of the cottage being fpread by the wind, laid hold of 
the next herbage, which being dried up with the exceflive heat of the fun, and very 
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high, burnt fo that the conflagration {pread for above a league, confuming the grafs, 
trees, and all that it met with; fo that all the beatts thereabouts being frighted, we 
could continue our journey to the next Libatte in all manner of fafety, though now 
and then my fancy reprefented to me that terrible beaft which frighted us, 

Another day being upon our journey, we faw a great ferpent draw near to us; it 

was without any hyperbole twenty-five foot long, which I fhould not be fo ready to 
affert, had I not feen and meafured the fkin of fuch another, nothing inferior to it, 
which was prefented to F. Michael Angelo, and which he fent with fome other curiofi- 
ties to his father. This creature had a head as big as a calf, and what frightened us 
more was, that it came along the fame path we were upon, The Blacks, according to 
cuftom, gave a great fhout, and ftriking out of the way, made us go up a rifing 
ground to give it time, either to go back or move forwards. I obferved, that in going 
. on it made as much herbage fhake, as if there had been twenty people. We waited 
. above an hour for it to pafs, after which we came down and went on our way. 
Fe Michael told me in Italian, that he might not be underftood; “1 thought being fo 
many of us we were fafe, but I perceive thefe Blacks are more fearful than we.” “To 
which I anfwered, “« We were to expect no farther afliftance from them but what their 
heels could afford us, carrying us the beft they could, and rather flying from enemies 
than agtacking them.” And to fay the truth, we often withed we had brought a gun 
along*With us, which would have been very ufeful, being often at fuch a nonplus and 
in fo great danger, that without God’s fpecial affiftance we could never have come off, 
being forced throughout the journey, either to fly, or to fire the herbage to fecure 
ourfelyes from wild beafts. 

One day as we drew near a river, where we were told there was never a Libatte, but 
only two thatched houfes to entertain and lodge the Blacks that go from Loanda to 
St. Salvador, the capital of the kingdom, being come within fight of the river, we 
difcovered a number of cottages, and heard a great noife of people founding trumpets, 
and playing on drums, fifes, and other inftruments. The Blacks halting a little, faid, 
“Perhaps that might be the great duke, lord of the province ;” but coming up we per- 
ceived they were all new cottages, encompaffed with a thick hedge of thorn, to fecure 
them againft the wild beafts that come to drink at-the rivers, We afked a Black what 
there was in that place, and he told us, there was the brother of the captain-major of 
Dante, of whom mention has been made before. That gentleman hearing of our 
approach, fent four Mulattoes, with mufquets, to meet us. Mulattoes are the children 
of a White and a Black: with them came many Blacks, with fifes and trumpets. We 
went to wait upon that gentleman, who received us with much courtefy, and told us, 
that every evening wherefoever night came upon him, he eaufed fuch a village to be 
built, enclofed with thorns. 

fhe worthy gentleman fhewed us abundance of refpeét, and treated us with pullets 
and fruit of the country. . We would have ftaid there till he was gone, efpecially be- 
caufe there was no Libatte on the other fide of the river 3 but he faid it was better we 
fhould crofs whilft he was prefent, becaufe there were feveral Blacks well acquainted 
with thofe parts, who would take care we fhould receive no harm. He bore us com- 
pany to the river, wit all the inftruments, and there was fuch a multitude of people 
with him, that a man would have thought it had been the King of :thiopia, there 
being above eighteenehundred men, befides women and children, which was the reafon 
we had been forced to ftay two days at Dante, where we found not men enough to 
bear us company. He had fo much patience as to fee us carried over and out of 
danger ; and having faluted him, he returned to his cottage, where he caufed his 
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people to make ready to march, which we had the pleafure to fee. Among the ref 
we had twenty-four Mulattoes, who are bold, daring, and undaunted fellows in all 
dangers ; they were armed with mufquets and fcymitars; the Blacks had bows and 
arrows, and half-pikes: the inftruments founded, and the cries were redoubled at their 
‘departure, which made us admire to fee with what ftate and attendance great men 
travel in thofe parts. : 

‘We went from the river, and the fun being very low, had fcarce travelled half a 
mile when we ftopped at the two cottages, but perceived we fhould not be very fafe 
there from wild beafts, becaufe there were no thorny hedges, only four trees where 
watch might be kept, and where we might reft that night, there being little huts on 
the tops of them. The Blacks told us we might go into one of the cottages, and 
that fome of them would ftand fentinel all night upon the trees, and the reft would go 
into the other hut. F. Michael Angelo faid we fhould be fafer if we got up the trées ; 
but the Blacks affured us we could not fleep there, telling us we need not take care, 
for they would watch all night in their turns. We went into the beft cottage, astlll 
caufed fome ftraw to be brought to lie on, as we did, after eating of what the black 
gentleman had charitably beftowed on us, and giving thanks to God for having brought 
us fafe fo far. After making the fign of the crofs, we gave ourfelves up to fleep. 

About midnight we were difturbed by a lion and fhe tiger, that came {porting 
together towards our huts; and perceiving their roaring draw nearer and nedfer, I 
afked my companion, whether he had heard the lion; “* Too much of it,” faid he, 
“ and it would not be amifs, whatfoever may happen, that we fhould hear one another’s 
confeflions.”” Having done fo, we looked through the crevices of the cottage, whe- 
ther we could perceive them by the light of the moon: it was eafy to fee them, they 
not being a ftone’s throw off; and any body may believe it was not without fome heart- 
aching that we filently expected how God would be pleafed to difpofe of us. We 
heard the Blacks.on the trees, and thofe in the other cottage talk together ; and foon 
after they lighted fire, which made thofe beafts fly towards the river. Thus were we 
again delivered from that danger; through the mercy of God, to whom we had heartily 
recommended ourfelves. 

The next day, having travelled half our journey to the next Libatte, we heard 2 
great noife of people, and drawing near themi, found they were Blacks carrying a 
Portuguefe to be canon of St.Saviour, where the cathedral of all the country is. 
Having viewed him, and remembering we had feen one another at Loanda, where he 
came every day to fay mafs in our church, we expreffed the great fatisfation we 
received in meeting fo fortunately, and travelled together the remaining part of the day. 
We aiked him how he could leave fo fine a city as Lifbon, his native country, to come 
into thofe wretched and defert countries. To which he anfwered, he had a good 
penfion allowed him of fifty Mil Reys a year, which is about feventeen pounds fterling. 
“ T would not undertake fuch a tafk,”” faid I to him, ** for a thoufand millions of pola 
“* What do you come to do here, then ?”” quoth he. “ It is for the love of God and 
our neighbour,” replied we, “ that we left Italy; and we fhall think all our care and 
fatigues fufficiently rewarded, if but one foul purchafes heaven through our means.” 
Difcourfing in this manner, we came to the Libatte, where we found but few people, 
which troubled us, becaufe there were not Blacks enough to convey us all; which 
made us defire the canon to go before, and we would ftay till his carriers came back, 
but we could never prevail with him, though it had proved better for him, for he 
dliad a few days after at Bombi, whence we were gone before he came, and where 
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we might have comforted and-done the laft duties towards him, if he were paft the 
others, : 

Bombi is a very great Libatte, where there refides a marquis, fubjeCt to the great 
duke of Bamba, as he is to the King of Congo. There we found a fon of the mar- 
quis, who fpoke Portuguefe, and offered to go along and be our interpreter, not only 
on our journey, but during our flay at Bamba, which we accepted of, with the 
confent of his father, the marquis. When the fun was up, we fet out better pleafed 
than before, becaufe we had that youth of twenty-five years of age with us, who 
expreffed himfelf well in Portuguefe; yet we fuffered neverthelefs for that, for when 
we leaft thought of it, we perceived at a diftance a great fire the Blacks had lighted 
among the herbage, which running on before the wind, drove all the wild beafts to- 
wards us: our men faid, “ Fathers, we muft fhun the fury of thefe beafts, for perhaps 
there are lions and tigers among them, the beft way is to climb the trees”? Hearin 
this, and being fenfible there was no other remedy, we opened one of our trunks, 
@@d took out a ladder of ropes, made in Brazil; then we made a Black get up a tree 
to faften it, after which, my companion and I, and the marquis’s fon went up, drawing 
up the ladder after us, all the reft getting up other trees. And in truth we were 
in the right not to lofe time, for that troop of wild beafts was with us immediately, 
and tHeir number was fo great, that as many as'we were, we fhould all of us have 
fcarce made one good meal for them, ‘There were tigers, lions, wolves, pocafles, 
and rhinocerofes, which have a horn over their nofe, and feveral other forts of crea- 
tures, who, as they pafled by, lifted up their heads and looked at us. Our Blacks, 
who had arrows for the moft part poifoned with juice of herbs, wounded fome of them, 
but that did not make them run fo much as the fire they felt drawing near. This 
danger being paft, we came down, and went on our way, giving thanks to God for 
having delivered us from fuch danger of death. 

The next day we came to a Libatte, where we found but very few people ; they told 
us they were gone to the war with the duke of Bamba againft the count of Songo, who 
had been long revolted againft the King of Congo; that after fome were deftroyed on 
both fides, the reft concluded a truce, and fome time after took up arms again. 

There being but few men in that place, we refolved to part, that fo one might ex. 
pect the return of thofe that carried him who went firft. F. Michael Angelo offered 
to go before, our refidence at Bamba not being far off, and fend me twenty men from 
thence to carry me and our burden which was to remain behind. I ftaid fix days with 
the marquifs’s fon, both of us living upon kidney-beans, which in their language they 
call Cazacaza, and the young man gathered them every day ; but perceiving that food 
of kidney-beans did not nourifh me, and that I could fearce ftand upon my legs through 
weaknels, I began to ftring beads, fitting upon a little ftraw at the door of my cottage, 
which the Blacks obferving, who were moft of them good old men, they flocked about 
me, admiring thofe beads with filk taffels, to which the medal was faftened, and 
earneftly entreated me to give them a pair of beads for the Macolonte. 1 told them I 
would, provided they gave me a pullet, having feen a great many about the Libatte, 
which they did. Neceflity obliged me to do fo, there being never a child to baptife 
there, and they being little acquainted with giving alms for God’s fake. In fhort, 
with the help of the fie I lived the beft I could. . 

«At laft the Blacksmy companions fent me came; and being on our way not far from 
the Tibatte where we were to lie that night, we were furprifed to meet a lion fo wounded 
that he could fcarce go, and left a traét of blood wherefoever he went. The Blacks 
in a fright fet down their burdens and me fo haftily, that I had much ado to get loofe 
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out of my net ; they laid hold of their bows, and one of them taking the two fticks, as 
¥ defcribed them before, lighted fire, and put it to the herbage, which immediately 
flamed, it being then almoft dry, very tall and thick, becaufe it was the month of 
March, contrary to what is ufual in our European countries; the flames rifing, and 
the Blacks continuing their cries, the lion who was coming towards usin a fury, turned 
about and took another way. We came to the Libatte an hour before night, but it 
had no enclofure of thorns like the reft, and went to the great place in it, where we 
found all the people gathered about a wounded man ; I came down from my hammock, 
and afked what the matter was; they told me it was the Macolonte who had fought a 
lion, ‘They made way for me, and drawing near, I faluted him, telling him he was 
in the wrong in not making a thorn hedge about the Libatte as was about others. 
“ Father,” faid he, “ as long as I live there will be no need of a hedge, when I arf 
dead they may do as they think fit.” His wound was but flight, and I defired him to 
tell me how he had fenced with the lion. ** Father,” faid he, as I was ftanding here, 
talking with my people, a hungry lion led by the fcent of man’s flefh, came upon us® 
fo unexpectedly, without roaring as is ufual, that my people, who were all difarmed, 
had fearce time to make their efcape; I, who am not ufed to run away, clapped one 
knee and one hand on the ground, and holding up my knife with the other, ftruck 
him with all my force in the belly ; he finding himfelf wounded, roared, and came 
upon me fo furtoufly, that he wounded himfelf again in the throat, but at the fame time 
with his talon he tore a piece of {kin off my fide ; however, my people returning with 
their weapons, the lion, wounded in two places, ran away fwiftly, lofing much blood.” 
That was the lion which we met, certainly in a bad condition, being wounded with a 
knife made after the manner of a Genoefe bayonet, guided by the hand of fo brave a 
man as the Macolonte. 

I was farther informed by him, that the great duke of Bamba, who had fought with 
the count of Songo, was made the King’s generaliffimo. At this time they brought 
mea handfome young black woman ftark naked to be baptized. Being obliged to 
catechife her, I caufed her to be covered with fome leaves, and reproved her for deferr- 
ing to be baptized fo long, it being a long time fince the kingdom had received the 
faith of Jefus Chrift. She anfwered, that the lived in the open country, as many others 
do, who tie under trees; and that fhe had but then heard of the coming of the Capu- 
chins. Having inftruéted her in the principles of Chriftianity, and it being St. Joachim’s 
day, I called her Anne. The ceremonies of baptifm being performed, all the Blacks 
of the Libatte, men, women, and young lads, whom they call Muleches, made a ring, 
and took her in the midft of them, dancing, playing on théir inftruments, and crying, 
“* Long live Anne, long live Anne,” with fuch a noife and hubbub, that I was quite 
ftunned and befide myfelf. F. Michael Angelo having gone before me, there were no 
children to baptize. I only baptized fome of the country, who will not draw into the 
Libattes, that they may be more at liberty, though it be not without danger. 

Next morning I continued my journey towards Bamba, and being forced to alight in 
a greet valley, becaufe the way was bad, I got out of the net, and walked about half 
a league in a ftony way, a very rare thing in that country, where till then I had not 
feen one ftone. The Blacks who were bare-footed fuffered much, gnd I was not with- 
out fatigue, the heat being exceflive, and the path narrow; befides, the grafs which 
was high and thick beat againft my legs, which flayed them, and the},were fore for two 
months after. My companion had fared no better, for I found his legs fwathed. 

Through the midft of the valley there ran a river, narrow, but very deep. The 
Blacks founded the ford to carry us over where there was leaft water, which was ie 
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foot deep. We lay in our hammocks, and two of the luftieft carriers held the fla 
over their heads, not without danger of falling together into the water ; but they only 
laughed at it, and topped to bathe themfelves. We took notice of abundance of very 
beautiful birds of feveral colours, green, red, yellow, and fome which I thought the 
fineft with white feathers and black fillets, looking like the fcales of fith; their tail, 
eyes, beak, and feet of the colour of fire. Thefe are Ethiopian parrots, which talk 
like thofe of America, and are rarely brought into Europe, but fearce ever into Italy. 

Being very near Bamba, I heard a bell, which they told me belonged to our con- 
vent, feated on a hill. F. Michael Angelo had made it ring to mafs, and having faid 
it, came to meet us with feveral Blacks playing on inftruments after their manner, 
After performing my devotions in the church for my good journey, I went into the 
convent, where I found four little cells of mud-walls, covered with ftraw, an entry and 
porch, and facrifty or veftry, and church, all built with the fame materials. Whilft 
we were giving one another an account of what had happened to us, there came a Black 

om the great duchefs to bid me welcome, and let me know the was defirous to fee 
me. Finding myfelf very much weakened, and {pent with continual {weating, I defired 
him to excufe me to her, and affure her that as foon as I was a little recovered I would 
not fail of going to pay my refpeéts to her. I had great need of reft, but being in a 
ftrange country where every thing was new to me, curiofity made me go out to fee our 
garden, where I could not fufficiently admire fuch variety of fruits of the earth, not 
only of Africa, but of America and Europe, obferving all thofe forts there which I had 
before feen in Brazil. Thofe of Europe were grapes, fennel, cardoons or thiftles, all 
forts of falleting, gourds, cucumbers, and many other forts, but no pears, apples, 
nuts, or fuch like fruits as require a cold climate. At night the duchefs fent me a bottle 
of wine made of the palm-tree, as white as‘milk. I tafted a little, but neither I nor 
F. Michael Angelo-liked it, we gave it to our Blacks, who looked upon it as a great 
dainty, often repeating the word Malaf, which among them fignifies wine. ° 

It is to be obferved that in the kingdom of Congo there are two harvelts every year ; 
they begin to fow in January, and‘ reap in April. After that they have their winter 
when our fummer is, but that winter is like a fweet {pring or autumn in Italy. The 
heat begins again in September, when they fow again, and have a harveft in December. 

F, Michael Angelo had already taken feveral Blacks into our fervice, and fettled the 
affairs of the houfe. The houfe and church being old, and threatening ruin, he had 
thoughts of building new ones. He had appointed two of our Blacks to be gardeners, 
one to be cook, one facriftan, two to go fetch water to drink and drefs our meat, one 
to look after the little thell§ which ferve:inftead of money in that country, and to buy 
honey, wax, fruit, meal, and buck-wheat ; and our interpreter, who continued with us, 
We found a great many Blacks who underftood Portuguefe, Bamba being in the road 
#0 go to St. Salvador ; thefe Blacks having often occafion to fpeak that language with 
thole that carried fuch merchandife as the Portuguefe merchants at Loanda tran{port to 
St. Salvador. Bamba is a great town, feventy leagues from the fea, the capital of the 
province of that name, and well peopled, becaufe-of the great duke’s refiding there. 

I went to vifit the great duchefs, and we agreed together to fend a Black to the great 
duke, to advife him to make a truce with the enemy, and return to his own eftate. 
. But being informed that the King of Congo was come to Pemba, diftant ten days’ 
journey from Bampa, F. Michael Angelo told me we ought to lay hold of that oppor- 
tunity to go both of us to pay our refpeéts to him, and the more becaufe our labour 
would not be loft; for whatfoever place we went through, we fhould find children 
and youth to baptife and inftruét, and might preach our holy faith. We fet out the 
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next day with feveral Blacks allowed us by the great duchefs, rather for our guard than 
any thing elfe, we carrying nothing with us but what was neceflary for faying mafs, 
and for our fubfiftence, leaving the reft in our houfe. We being to pafs over fome 
very defert mountains, were told that abundance of lions were abroad, and that it was 
requifite to give them time to get further off and lofe themfelves in the wood; which 
moved us, that we might force them away the fooner, and not lofe our time to no pur- 
pofe, to fet fire to the fields, as we had done in the way to Bamba, and it fucceed- 
ed with us; for the wind {preading the flame every way, made the lions go of very . 
foon. 

We found abundance of children to baptize by the way as we had forefeen; and 
being come to Pemba, went to our hofpitium, or little houfe of reception, where F, An. 
thony de Saraverre, a Capuchin of the province of Tufcany, refided, who received us 
very courteouily, and was aftonifhed to fee us fo young, for we could not make up fixty 
years between us. Javing told him our defign, which was to pay our refpeéts to His 
Majefty, and return immediately to our miffion of Bamba ; we prefently heard a great 
noife of trumpets, fifes, drums and cornets, which drew near us; and F, Anthony told 
us, it was certainly His Majefty, and we might go out and falute him. No fooner were 
we out of the convent, but we met the King, who was a young Black about twenty 
years of age, all clad with a fcarlet cloak and gold buttons. “He commonly wears white 
bufkins upon carnation filk ftockings, or of any other colour; but they fay he has new 
clothes every day, which I could hardly believe in a country where fine ftuffs and good 
tailors are fcarce. Before him went twenty-four young Blacks, all fons of dukes or 
marquiffes, who wore about their middle a hankerchief of palm-tree died black, and a 
cloak of blue European cloth hanging down to the ground, but all of them bare-headed 
and footed. All his officers, being about an hundred, were much in the fame drefs. 
After them came a croud of other Blacks, with only thofe black hankerchiefs, ‘ 

Near to His Majefty was a Black, who carried his umbrella of filk, of a fire-colour, 
* laced with gold; and another who carried a chair of carnation velvet, with gold nails, 
and the wood all gilt. Two others, clad in red coats, carried his red hammock, but I 
know not whether it was filk or died cotton ; the ftaff was covered with red velvet. 
We bowed and faluted His Majefty, whofe name was D. Alvaro, the fecond King of 
Congo. He told us we had obliged him in coming into his kingdom, for the good of 
his fubjeéts, but that it would be more pleafing to him, if we would go along with him 
to St. Salvador. We humbly thanked him, and anfwered, that there was more need 
of us at Bamba, there being never a prieft in all that province, whereas there were 
many at St.Salvador. After this we talked with him of feveral matters concerning 
Ttaly and Portugal; after which he ordered his fecretary, who was a Mulatto, to give 
us letters of recommendation to the great duke, that upon all occafions whatfoever he 
might not fail to affift us in all things relating to our miffion, or our private concern, » 

Being thus difmifled by His Majelty, he made us feveral prefents, as we did of fevee. 
ral jewels of devotion, which were very acceptable to him, he being a perfon very reli- 
gious and affable. We took leave of F. Anthony, and thanked him, returning very 
well fatisfied that we had faluted the King, and feen in what ftate he goes, carrying fuch 
a number of people about with him. King Alphonfo the Third in 1646, when he gave 
audience to fome miflioners of our order, was more richly clad. He had on a velt of 
cloth of gold fet with precious ftones, and on his hat a crown of diamortds, befides other 
ftones of great value. He fat on a chair under a canopy of rich crimfon velvet with 
gilt nails, after the manner of Europe ; and under his feet’ was a great carpet, with two 
itools of the fame colour and filk, laced with gold. 
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‘We went through our journey eafily enough, meeting with no particular obftacle, * 
and every day faw all forts of beafts, fo that one would have thought they had rendez- 
voufed there from all parts of the earth. One day as we were upon the road I heard 
the crying as it were of a little child; and making the Blacks, who went very faft, flop, 
bid them take notice of that voice, to go fee what it was.‘ We hear it,” faid they laugh- 
ing, “ but it is a great bird that cries fo.” Which was true, for within a moment after 
we faw it rife off the ground and fly away. It was a bird bigger than an eagle, of a dark 
yellow. During this expedition both going and coming home, we had certainly ftarved 
had we not been paid for our ecclefiaftical functions. It is true, the people of the 
country are very charitable among themfelves; for if we gave one of them any thing 
to eat; he would give a little of it to the,next he met, and fo all of them eat together, 
which ought to put many Europeans to the blufh, tho let the poor ftarve rather than give 
them a bit of bread. This I fay without any reflection upon thofe who have more 
wompaffion for their neighbour’s wants. 

Being come dgain to Bamba, they began to bring us children to baptize, from all the 
country about. Others came to be married, but thefe were few, and only fome of the 
beft fort and moft civilized; for the main difficulty lies in bringing the multitude to 
keep but one wife, they being wholly averfe to that law. Others fent us their children 
to {chool, which we were fain to keep in the church, becaufe of the great number of 
them, infomuch that upon holidays not only the church, but all the place before it, was 
full. We often faid two maffes a day ; true it is, we ufually went to fay the fecond in 
another Libatte, where the Macolonte treated us with kidney-beans, common beans, 
and other things the women fow in the country, {carce eating any thing elfe, whilit they 
are there, and at work. When harveft is over, which is twice a year, they put all the 
kidney-beans into one heap, the Indian wheat into another, and fo of other grain: then 
iving the Macolonte enough for his maintenance, and laying afide what they defign 

‘or fowing, the reft is divided at fo much to every cottage, according to the number of 
people each contains. Then all the women together till and fow the land for a new 
harveft, the earth being fruitful and black like the people. ‘ 

So they have fomething to eat, they do not trouble, themfelves about laying in great 
ftore of provifions, fcarce minding in the morning whether they fhall have any thing at 
night for fupper. It has often happened, when I have been travelling with them, that 
having nothing to give them, becaufe I had it not for myfelf, they without any concern 
peut take a piece of wood which they cut and fhaped fo as to ferve inftead of a mat- 
tock, and fitting down on the ground would cut up the grafs, and neat the roots found 
certain little white balls which they fed on: which did not a little furprife me, for hav- 
ing tafted of them, I could not for my life fwallow one of them; and yet after fuch a 
wretched meal, they would fkip, dance and laugh, as if they had been at a feaft. 

a What greater happinefs can there be, than not to be afflifted when a man has nothing, 
nor fo much as to defire what he has not? So when they have any thing good to eat, 
they exprefs no more fatisfaGtion than when they have the wortft. 

- Qur employment continued as ufual. There was never a day but we baptized eight 
or ten children, and fometimes fifteen or twenty, the poor people coming many leagues 
to us, which we ¢onfidering refolved to divide, one to ftay in the monaftery, and the 
other to go into the country, F. Michael Angelo offered to go abroad firft, promifing. 
not to ftay abovera fortnight, and to let me hear from him, I being to take my turn after 
the fame manner, to the end that by this means both the town and country might 
receive fome {piritual comfort. During his abfence I continued adminiftering baptifm, 
and teaching {chool. The great duchefs had two fons, D, Peter and D. Sabaftian, who 

never 
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# never miffed coming, efpecially tg learn Portuguefe. At the fame time I inftrudted 
them in the myfteries of faith, and their genius appeared: to be fuitable to their birth,’ 
though Blacks ; being of a tharp and ready wit, learning all I taught them, and behav- 
ing themfelves as became fuch princes. Now and then fome Black would come to me 
to complain that a wolf had devoured one of his children in the night; to which I 
anfwered, “* What would you have me to do? If you who are the father or mother do 
not take care of them, muit I look to them, who do not know where they go?” For to 
fay the truth, they take no more care of them when they are big, than if they were none ° 
of their own. . ae 

I began then to be fenfible what it was to live without eating bread, or drinking wine : 
for though 1 was well in health, I had very much to do to ftand upon my legs, I was 
fo fpent with living upon that food Which has fo little nourifhment, and with which I 
was forced to be fatisfied.in thofe parts. So I recommended myfelf to God, that it 
might pleafe him to preferve my health, for the benefit of thofe poor Blacks; not 
much, to fay the truth, becaufe I found myfelf incapable of undergoing very long 
fatigue of our continual employment, as becaufe of the little likelihood there was of fee- 
ing any other miflioners come into that country to fucceed us, and to eafe me of that 
employment, which I found to be above my ftrength. 

One evening an hour after fun-fet, I heard abundance of people finging, but in fuch 
a doleful tone as caufed horror. I inquired of my domeftics what that meant; they ' 
an{wered, it was the people of fome Libatte, that came with their Macolonte to difcipline 
themfelves in the church, becaufe it was a Friday in March. This furprized ‘me, and 
I prefently fent to open the church-doors, light two candles, and ring the bell. Before 
they came in, they continued a quarter of an hour on their knees before the church, 
finging the /alve regina in their language, with a very doleful harmony ; then being 
come into the church, I gave them all holy water. “They were about two hundred 
men carrying great logs of wood of a vaft weight, for the greater penance. I fpoke 
a few words to them of the benefit of penance, which if we will not undergo in . 
this world, we fhall be forced to endure in the next. They were all on their knees, 
and beat their breafts. I caufed the candles to be put out, and they difciplined 
themfelves a whole hour with leather-thongs and cords made of the bark of trees. 
After that we-faid the litanies of our Lady of Loretto; and having difmiffed them, the 
returned home, leaving the branches of trees they brought without the church, whic 
ferved us in the garden... This action, fo much to be admired in thofe poor people, 
comforted and encouraged me, confidering how it pleafed God thofe miferable Ethio- 
pians, almoft deftitute of all fpiritual affiftance, fhould one day upbraid the Europeans 
for their negligence, fince they are fo far from doing any thing, though they have full 
liberty and conveniency, that they even defpife thofe that do, and in comtemptible man- 
ner call them, Hermits, Executioners of Chrift, and Wry Necks. Be this {aid without, 
offence to thofe who do not approve of fuch injurious words, and whofe thoughts are 
more agreeable to their character of Catholic 

Another night ‘after the Ave-Mary bell, our Blacks that were in the garden called me 
to fee the heaven burn. I went out, imagining it might be fome fire on a mountain, but 
found it was one of the greateft blazing ftars I ever faw in my life. _I told them how it 
was called, and that it foreboded fome ill to the world; that therefore they fhould do 
penance for the fins they had committed againft the majefty of fo great a God, who is 
merciful -to bear with finners, but juft with thofe that are impenitent. It was in March 
1668 that this comet appeared. . : + at 

One day they brought mea quantity of round roots like our Truffes (in Englith, :pig- 
nuts); but thefe grow on trees, and are as big as a lemon : opening them, there appear 
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four. or five fach nuts red within. To keep them frefh, they put earth about them; © 
when they will eat them, they wath them, tafte a little of each, and drink of, their 
water. In eating of them they have a little bitterifhnefe, but the water drank’ after 
makes them very ‘fweet. In their language they call them Colla; and I having ob- 
ferved that the Portuguefe made great account of them at Loanda, had fome fought 
out, and fent them to thofe gentlemen, my good patrons, who in return fent me fome' 
prefents come from Europe. . 

F. Michael Angelo returned well pleafed with his progrefs, having baptized abun- 
dance of infants and youths, who had never feen priefts; for there are but fix Capu- 
chins.in the whole kingdom, except at St. Salvador ; and thefe have the hardeft tafk in 
the world to preferve their health; and when any one of them dies, as it often happens, 
it is a matter of no fmall difficulty to get another“nto his place. My companion being 
some home, he applied himfelf to calaests the garden, whence he had our chief nou- 
awifhment ; arid finding there fome vine-plants, he tranfplanted them to a rifing ground. 

fowed feveral forts of European grain, which all came up in perfection. He had 
brought with him a great many iron tools; for having baptized very many in a Libatte, 
that was near an iron mine, he had caufed {pades, fhovels, hooks, axes, and other uten- 
fils to be made of it for the garden and cutting of wood. He alfo caufed to be made 
twelve fharp {pears two foot in length, to be fixed upon ftaves, to ferve the Blacks to 
defend themfelves againft the wild beafts when they go through the defarts ; for being 
fometimes furprized when they leaft think of it, they can make no ufe of their bows. 

The father told me what had op ae to him during his abfence; and particularly, 
that flying once from the paws of a tiger, he was forced to run a great way into a 
thicket of brambles, there being never a tree to get up, without which fhift he muft 
have loft his life, as one of the Blacks did ; who, to avoid pricking his thin among the 

" priars, trufted to the fwiftnefs of his heels, which could not deliver him from death, 
that mercilefs beat foon overtaking him. The Capuchin habit did the Father a kindnefs 
to keep off the prickles of the thorns, which had made as many holes in his legs as in. 
a cullender. : 

I fet out in my turn, after faying mafs, with twenty of thofe who had accompanied 
F. Michael Angelo, and came to feveral places where no Capuchin had been of many 
years ; fo that in fome Libattes I baptized above a hundred children, taking fomething 
of thofe that would give, and beftowing my charity for God’s fake on thofe that had 
nothing. I accepted of the prefents of the Macolontes, which were beans and kidney- 
beans, to maintain thofe that went with me, who were fatisfied to attend us, provided 
we maintained them. In fome places they fled as foon as they faw me, having, in all 
probability, never feen any Capuchins. After fifteen days’ travel, during which time 
never returned to the fame place, I came back to our houfe, where I found my com- 

.panion bufy in the garden, which he had made up after the manner of Italy, and planted 
vines, orange, and lemon-trees, fo that one would have thought it was not the fame 
garden we found there at our coming. 

Since that nation has received the faiffi of Jefus Chrift, there ftill remain among them 
abundance of forcerers and enchanters, (as there are heretics in Europe,) who are the 
ruin of thofe people, otherwife tractable enough. _It is in a manner impoffible for the 
King to root them out, infomuch as that Prince, who is a very good Chriftian and 
zealous catholic, shas given leave to feveral of his great men, who know their lurking. 
places, to fire their cottages ; but they having fpies abroad, though they meet at night, 
make their efcape, and are very feldom taken. Ss 

The great duke was now come home, and frequented our convent every day. He 
was furprized to fee the alteration of our garden ; and the more, becaufe in thofe parts 
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the country is always green; arid when the ground is burnt any where, the gprafs {pri 
up again immediately. I enquired once of the great duke, where he had lett his army, 
ne confifted of one hundred and fifty thoufand Blacks. He told me he had dropped 
them in the Libattes as he came along, to which they belonged; and when he came to 
Bamba he had but ten thoufand left. It is not to be admired there fhould be fo many 
people; for there being no fort of religious perfon, and moft of them keeping as many 
wives as they pleafe, the country cannot chufe but be well peopled. One of the kings 
of Congo led nine hundred thoufand Blacks to the war againft the Portuguefe, an army 
- one would think fhould make all the world fhake; and yet the Portuguefe gave him 
battle with four hundred mufketeers, and two field-pieces. ‘The terror of that cannon 
loaded with partridge-fhot, and the death of the King, put them to flight. I {poke 
with the very Portuguefe who cut off that King’s head, and he affured me they found 
all the utenfils belonging to him of beaten gold. For that reafon they do not at prefent 
work in the gold-mines, which are near thofe of iron we have fpoken of, left the 
tuguefe fhould make war upon them ; for what mifchief will not gold ftir up men to! 

There was {carce a day but the duke, who lived near us, came to our church, in 
which there was a chapel of timber-work pretty big, where were the tombs ‘of the 
dukes deceafed, over which there were figures made of clay like our mortars, coloured 
with red. He once told us he had refufed to be-king, that he might be nearer the’ 
Portuguefe, to have the opportunity fometimes of drinking wine and brandy. We . 
underftood him perfectly well, but would not feem to do fo, to prevent ufing him to 
fuch familiarity ; for it 1s difficult to get wine to fay maf, there being none but what 
is brought out of Europe. This duke went habited like the King, but with fewer at- 
tendants. He wore a coat down to his knees made of palm-tree leaves dyed black, 
and over it a cloak of blue cloth; a red cap with a gold galloon about it; about his 
neck he had a large pair of beads with above fifty medals, his legs and feet bare like 
the reft. The fon of fome lord carried his hat, another his {cymitar, and a third his 
arrows. Fifty Blacks went before him playing confufedly on feveral inftruments ; 
twenty-five men of note, and one hundred archers followed him. It is no difficult 
matter to find fuch abundance of foldiers, the men exercifing no trade, except fome 
few who work in iron, or make thofe clothes of palm-tree leaves. 

The women of quality wear the fineft cloth of Europe, whereof they make petti- 
coats down to their heels. ‘They cover their back, breaft, and left arm, with a hort 
mantle of the fame fort, leaving their right arm naked. ‘The inferior fort wear ftuffs 
of lefs value, and the commonalty ftuffs made of palm-tree leaves, whereof they have 
only a petticoat. . ; 

F, Michael Angelo one day told me he found himfelf much fpent, and_prefently 
after he fell into a fever; which troubled me very much, and the more, becaufe in 
that country there are neither phyficians nor medicines, but all muft be left to nature, 
Bleeding is the only remedy ufed, and to that purpofe4 fent to the great duke’s furgeon : 
he was a Black, who had learned that profefiggn at Loanda; for being ufed to bleed 
the Blacks, it was eafier for him to practife’ upon the Whites, whofe veins are more 
vifible. During his ficknefs, F. Philip our fuperior came to Bamba, which was a great 
relief to me, becaufe he {poke the language of the country, and, knew the manner 
of curing fick perfons in thofe parts. I was fenfible I fhould have need of his affift- 
ance, not being very well myfelf. Our fick man let me underftand*that difeafe wqnld * 
be his laft, -becaufe he found it prevailed upon him. I {poke fome words of comfort 
to him, fignifying that his difeafe being but a double tertian, he might hope to recover ; 
‘but however advifed him to leave all to God, and refign himfelf up to his holy will. 
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Soon after -he complained of a pain in his left ear, which fpread over his neck. I 
miftrufted it. might be an ulceration in the almonds of his ears, and acquainted the 
fuperior with my thoughts, who was of the fame opinion. We anointed him with 
oil of Angelico made at Rome, which feemed to work a wonderful effect, taking 
away the pain; but it removed to the other fide, and the {welling in the throat in- 
creafed, which made us forbear ufing our oil, for fear it might do more harm than 
good; and to fay the truth, hearing him complain with fo flight a fever, I concluded 
he was worfe inwardly than appeared outwardly. In fhort, notwithftanding all the 
care we took of him, [ had the mortification to fee him die the fifteenth day, having 
received all the facraments, and expreffed a faint-like refignation ; hoping that the 
Lord, who does not forget to reward his fervants, lets him now enjoy the recompence 
of all his labours. , 
. My heart was more fenfible of my trouble for this lofs than my pen can exprefs; 
iy without doubt, had not our fuperior been there, fent by God’s {pecial direction 
_ _ forrowful a conjunéture, and giving us all worldly and {piritual afliftance, 1 had 
“died too, having already loft half my life, in that of the dear companion of my travels, 
{natched away by death. He had been blooded fifteen times; and, being apprehen. 
five it was too much, I gave an account at my return of his diftemper to the phyfician 
at Angola. He told me it had been better to have bled him thirty times ; but his hour 
was come, and it was the will of God. ‘ 
The fuperior finding me-in a fever, which increafed, thought Providence had fent 
him to bury us both, and would not go away till he had feen the end of it: however, 
he refolved to try means to cure me, caufing me to be blooded twice a day, which } 
fuffered to be done without fpeaking one word : but, in truth, that ufage in a few days 
brought me into a defperate condition, having been forty times blooded, and the fever 
never decreafing. I confeffed, and received the holy wiaticum, being nothing but fkin 
and bones, The father, but for whofe charity I believe I had died like a beaft, per- 
ceiving the difeafe was like to be tedious, the fury of the fever abating, gave me to 
underftand, that for the good of the miffion he mutt of neceffity be gone. I had fcarce 
ftrength, bowing myfelf, to tell him, that fince he could not ftay longer, he thould 
inform my Blacks how they ought to manage me; and that he would pleafe to fend 
F. Michael de Orvietto to me, with whom I had travelled, and who knew how to look 
to the fick. He promifed to do fo, but his orders mifcarrying, he came not. I was 
left in my bed, not able to turn myfelf; and the worft was, that fo much bleeding had 
almoft blinded me. In that condition, half alive and half dead, I was left to the mercy 
of thofe Blacks, who ftole what they could, and brought me, when they thought of 
it, a porringer of broth; I being able to fwallow nothing of fubftance, and loathing all 
fuftenance. - 
e One day, when I was more caft down with melancholy and fadnefs than the diftem- 
per itfelf; I received a vifit from @ Portuguefe jefuit, who came from St. Salvador, and 
was returning to the college at Loanda, _When he faw me in that miferable condition, 
“ How now, Father,” faid he, “ are you fo <fick, and yet ftay in this defert?” “1 
came,” faid [, ‘ very well in health into this country, but after lofing my companion, 
I fell fick, and haye been now fome months ftruggling with death; but I perceive it is 
not God’s‘will it fhould have the upper hand, though it was one of my. withes.”” Two 
days he ftaid comforting me, and prefented me with fome. pullets, which were more 
acceptable for coming from his hand, than for their own rarity. We confeffed to one 
another, he declaring it was a fatisfaction to him to be thus provided, being to pafs 
through many places, where the firing of the dry herbage made the wild beafts run 
: ahout 
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about the country. He affured me that, as he came, he was forced to get -up a tree, 
though there were.fixty Blacks with him, to avoid death threatened them by two tigers. 
‘Therefore we are not to believe what fome authors ‘have writ, that the tigers do not 
affault Whites, but only Blacks. es 

After his departure | remained with my continual diftemper; but what comforted 
me was, that every day.I baptized ten or twelve children ; and not being able to fit 
up alone in my bed, was held up by two Blacks, another holding the book, and -an- 
other the bafon, receiving what alms they gave me; not for my own fake, for I could 
eat nothing, but for my family, who would all of them have forfaken me had they 
wanted meat. I married feveral of the chief people; one of them gave me a fhe-goat, 
whofe milk I drank every day, which indeed was little in quantity, but counted a-great 
dainty in that country.” ‘This happinefé I had in my indifpofition, that I flept all. night, 
which is twelve hours Jong, never varying half an hour all the year round. I would 
willingly have eaten an egg, but fick people there are forbid eggs, they being 
‘upon as unwholefome for thofe that are ill, being too hot in thofe parts. Whilft 
thus in bed, feveral cripples came to beg of me, and I gave them fome of, thofe fhells 
that ferve inftead of money, of which three thoufand five hundred make the value of a 


piltoie; fo many are given for a pullet, for at Lifbon a pullet is worth a crown, in ° 


Brazil a piece of eight, at Angola ten fhillings, and at Congo a piftole, which feems 
to me cheaper than a crown at Lifbon. ; 

My bed was againft the wall, which was of fat-clay ill put together, and might well 
be called a neft of rats; for there were fo many of them, and fo large, that they trou- 
bled me very much, running over me every night, and biting my toes, which broke 
my reft very much. ‘Yo prevent this, I caufed my bed to be laid in the middle of the 
room, but to no purpofe, for thofe curfed creatures knew where to find me. .I caufed 
mats to be laid all about my bed for my Blacks to lie on, and defend me not only againtt 
the rats, but any other wild creatures that might come. This precaution ftood me in 
no ftead, for there was no night but the rats difturbed me. Another confideration 
moved me to keep thofe Blacks in my chamber, which was, that they might fee how I 
lived, and be witnefles of my behaviour, that country being no more free from ‘detrac- 
tion than others. sot 

I took the freedom to acquaint the great duke with the trouble I had from the rats, 
and the {tink of my Blacks, who had always fome wild and difagreeable fmell. He 
faid he would give me an infallible remedy againft thofe two inconveniences, and that, 
had he known it fooner, he would not have failed of fending it: this was a little mon- 
key that would expel thf ill {cent by that of his kin, which fmelt of mutk. I gave 
him a thoufand thanks for his charity towards me, and faid I fhould expe that favour 
from him. He fent me the tame monkey, whom I laid at the feet of my bed, and who 
performed his duty exaétly ; for when the rats came as they were wont, the monkgy 
blew hard at them two or three times, and made them run away; and the fcent of 
mufk with which he perfumed .the chamber, correéted the ill {mell of the Blacks. 
Thefe monkeys are not the fame creatures as the civet cats, for I have feen feveral of 
thofe cats at Loanda, where they keep:them fhut up in a wooden cage, and faftened 
with an iron or filver-chain, and the owner of them once a week, with a fpoon, takes 

off the civet, which they call Angeglia, and which is found in a purfé betwéen the hind 


legs. In thort, the little monkey did me extraordinary feryice, nowonly for thofe.ufes’ 


already mentioned, but to keep my head and beard clean and combed, better thar! any’ 
of the Blacks would have done : and, to fay the truth, it is eafier to teach thofe mon- 
keys than the Blacks ; for thefe have enough to do to learn one thing well, but the 


others every’ thing they are put to dexterouily. 
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I juft began to mend, though the fever had not left me, when one night as I da 
afleep, I felt the monkey had leaped upon my head ; I thought the rats had frightened 
him, but at the fame time the Blacks arofe crying, “ Out,"out, Father.” Being tho- 
roughly awake, I afked them what was the matters ‘‘ The ants,” faid they, “ are 
broke out, and there is no time to be loft.” There being no poffibility for me to ftir, 
I bid them carry me into the garden, which they did, fotr of them lifting me upon my 
ftraw bed: their nimblenefs food me in good ftead, for the ants already began to run 
upon my legs, and get to my body. After fhaking them off, they took ftraw, and 
fired it on the floor of four rooms, where the ants were already above half a foot thick; . 
and there muft needs be a wonderful quantity, for befides the chambers, the porch 
and walking-place were full. They being deftroyed by fire, as I faid, I was carried 
back to my chamber, where the ftink was fo great, that I was forced to hold the mon- 
key clofe to my face. Having caufed the mats to be fhaken, we had fcarce flept half 

~ “hour before I was awaked by the light of a flame of fire at the chamber-door : I 

my people to fee what it was ; they found the fire had taken hold of the thatch 
of the houfe, and fearing the fire might increafe with the wind, I caufed myfelf to be 
carried again into the garden. ‘The fire being put out, we endeavoured to go to fleep. 


‘ again, but all this hurry had difcompofed me too much; and before the troublefome 


night was quite over, I heard a great noife near us: I waked my Blacks that they might 
be in readinefs, in cafe there was fome other army of beafts to engage. One of them 
laid hold of one of the halberts F. Michael Angelo had caufed to be made, and wens 
out to fee who made all that hurly-burly : he came back again to tell us, that the pif- 
mires having again broke into a neighbouring cottage, they had burnt them as we did ; 
but the hut being all of ftraw, it was confumed as well as the ants, which made the 
Blacks get out of their houfes for fear the wind fhould carry about the flame and burn 
all that quarter. I got off, caufing myfelf to be once more carried into the garden, 
giving God thanks‘that he had delivered me from the pifmires ; for had I been alone 
faft in my bed, and unable to ftir, as I then was, it is certain they had eaten me up 
alive. This often happens in the kingdom of Angola, where in the morning there are 
cows found devoured in the night by ants, and nothing left of them but the bones. It 
is no fmall deliverance to efcape them, for there are fome that fly, and are hard to be 
removed from the place where they lay hold: but God be praifed that my body was 
not devoured by them alive. ; 

I had a young tiger given me, which I did not care to keep, efpecially becaufe the 
monkey would not lie upon the bed with him: I gave it goat’s milk to preferve it, but 
it did not live long, and I was not forry for it, it being no fatiffaGtion to me to fee that 
fine beaft, though little, and as yet unfit to do like the old ones. The great duke’s 
vifits were a great comfort to me, and when he could not come himfelf, he fent fome 
of his chief men, who would ftay three or four hours fitting about me upon mats; but 
they always having their pipes in their mouths, and the fmoke offending my head, I was 
forced to tell them they would oblige me in coming, but that 1 begged of them for 
God’s fake not to take tobacco in our houfe, and that the rather becaufe their pipes which 
are an ell long have great bowls like a little pot, which are never out. . They were fo 
obliging as to comply with me, and when they came, left their pipes in the garden. 

I found no other remedy for my diftemper but to recommend myfelf to God, through 
‘the jnterceffion of the glorious St.Anthony of Padua. In fhort, after long continuing 
irrefolute, I refolved to caufe myfelf to be carried to Loanda, notwith{tanding I was 
fenfible of the fatigue of the journey, and could find no Black that would go along 
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Blacks, but he found not enough to carry all my baggage, part whereof was therefore 
left behind to be ftolen. I took another way different from that we came, and did not 
pafs through Dante: all the poor Blacks flocking about me at my departure, came to 
exprefs their concern for lofing meg and I comforted them with the hopes of my return, 
if it fhould pleafe God to re(tore my health. 

I went as far as the next Libatte without an interpreter, but could {peak enough. 
to be underitood. I endured all that can be imagined in fuch a condition, for my con- 
fcience checked me for putting myfelf into fuch danger, as if I would have tempted: 
God; but I had fuch confidence in St. Anthony, whom I had taken for my advocate, 
that I fancied I faw him before my hammock. During all this journey, which lafted 
twenty-five days, I could not open my mouth till night, fo that the Blacks often came 
to fee whether { was not dead. One day being to pafs through a river, they difcovered 
about twenty-five elephants that were gone to drink, which troubled them very much, 
and made them ftay till they were gone another way from us, Having croffed 
tiver with fome danger, the two Blacks who carried me going up a hill, did not 
the ftaff faft, and let me fall plump on the ground, which put me quite befide myfelf, 
the {taff having hit me on the head and almoft broke it: they took me up again, and 
I bound my ‘head with a handkerchief without {peaking one word, fearing if I com- 
plained of being hurt, they might leave me there, and fly unto the woods; therefore I" 
thought it better to hold my tongue than talk to people that have no compaffion. 

Being come to a Libatte, they left me alone in a cottage upon a little ftraw, and 
carried away my ftaff I had brought out of Italy, but I was refolved to be concerned 
at nothing. I looked whether any body would come in, being very: weak for want of 
fuftenance ; but nobody appeared all day till fun-fetting, when the women returned 
with their children from their labour in the fields; I defired them to boil me a pullet 
Thad brought with me: they having dreffed it very well, I took the broth, and gave 
them the fowl, which made a great feaft among them. All my fuftenance during the 
journey was a porringer of broth a day. ‘They gave me two Niceftas, which are fo 
refrefhing and dainty, that I could not forbear eating of them, though cautioufly, for 
fear of eaufing my diftemper to increafe upon me. : 7 2 

Next day they carried me to a Libatte, where I found all the people made ftuffs of 
palm-tree leaves, and therefore would not leave their bufinefs to carry me. Finding 
them pofitive, and not knowing what other way to take, I bethought myfelf of a bag 
of thofe thells they call Zimbi, I had along with me, and began to call them, but they 
were deaf to me, though fitting in the next cottages on the ground about their fire: 
that is their ufual poftute. After night-fall, that the women are returned out of the 
fields with their children, they light a fire in the middle of their cottage, fit round it 
on the ground, and eat of what they have brought ; then they talk till fleep makes 
them fail backwards, and fo they {pend the night without any further ceremony. 
Finding it was to no purpofe to call and fpend. my dreath, I dragged out of. the bed 
where they had laid me, which was about a foot from the ground, and crawling upon 
all four to the cottage-door, called a Muleche, or young lad, who was playing with 
his companions, and getting him to helpme, opened my portmanteau, whence I drew 
the bag of Zimbis, and fhaking the bag, that they might found, drew thofe hard. 
hearted Blacks to me, and told them I would pay them in Zimbis if they would carry 
me to the next Libatte: they agreed to it, but being too few to «arry all my goods, « 
part of them was left to their difcretion, There was no remedy but patience, arf at 
length, by the help of Zimbis, beads, and medals, I came to Bamba, the firit place 
belonging to the Portuguede. : 
" There 
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- X 

There I was met by a Portuguefe, who lived in the place, with a prieft of Portu-. 
guefe extraction, but born in Africk ; they carried me to their houfe, and feeing my 
countenance as yellow as faffron, faid to me, “ Father, how came you ta. travel 
through thefe defarts-in fuch a condition?” I cowMd not anfwer them, nor open my 
eyes, They underftanding by my carriers that I had’eaten but one porringer of broth 
a-day, and never fpoke all the way, endeavoured to bring me.to myfelf with malmfey 
and new-laid eggs. Being a little recovered, I found all their people weeping about 
me. Itold them nothing had befallen me but what I had forefeen when J left Italy, 
and that I had concluded I fhould not return out of that country, as is the common 
fate of the miffioners fent thither. I continued there two days, and having thanked 
them for their civility and charity they had ufed towards me, went away to Loanda, 
The Portuguefe gentleman would needs bear me company thither. I was kindly 
received by the chief men of my acquaintance, who wondered to fee me alive ftill with 


+ dead countenance. They fent me fome refrefhment, which I did not tafte for want 


ppetite: there I continued fix months without being able to ftir out of my bed, and 
ver quit of the fever: I loathed flefh, and could eat nothing but a little fith. After 
that, I bled at the nofe, and loft three or four pounds a day, as if I had not been blooded 
during my ficknefs; the heat I endured going on the hammock contributed ‘much 
towards it: it was furprifing to me that there fhould be fo much blood in a man’s 
body. The phyfician told me that all the water I drank turned to blood, .and I drank . 
five or fix bottles a day, for they allow the fick to drink as much as they will. The 
phyfician had me blooded twenty-four times by way of revulfion; for I kept account 
how often I was blooded during ‘my three years ficknefs, which was ninety-feven times, 
without reckoning the blood that ran in great quantities at my nofe, mouth, and ears, 
which to me feems prodigious. ; 

During my ftay at Loanda, the R. F. John Chryfoftome, fuperior of Loanda, came 
thither with two or three Capuchins of our miffion, who had much ado to know me, ~ 
and were. yet more furprifed to hear that moft of our fellows were dead in that country, 
The father-fuperior refolving to provide the province of Meflangrano, one of the 
chiefeft in the kingdom, with miffioners, fent thither F. Peter de Barchi and F. Jofeph , 
Mary de Buffette: and within a few days news was brought that one of them was 
dead, and the other at the point of death, which much troubled the fuperior, who had 
taken a great deal of pains to bring them from Italy, which fhews how little that climate 
agrees with our bodies. I defired the father-fuperior to fend me to Colombo, two 
days journey from Loanda, to try to recover my health. I went thither with F. John 
Baptiit de Sallizan to a houfe of our father’s near the river Coawza, where there are 
abundance of crocodiles. We have there a very fine garden, in which are orange 
and lemon-trees, and other fort of fruit. There isa fort of fruit in Africk like our 
St. John apple, at the end of which is a chefnut little differing from ours: the apple 
i$ not eaten becaufe it is full of fibres, but they fuck the juice, which has a mufcadine 
tafte. The chefnit is boiled, and taftes like our almonds, is very hot, but the apple 
cold, and is called Befou. : 

Near that place live feveral Portuguefe farmers, who keep a number of fwine, cows, 
and fheep, but know not how to make cheefe, it being very. difficult there to bring 
the milk to curd. “We fometimes took the cool air under a fine row of trees ten paces 
diftant, reaching feom the church to the river. ‘Thefe trees bear a certain fort of fruit 
liké great plums, but very harfh; they hold their leaves all the year round. One 
day as we were walking under thofe trees, we difcovered a great ferpent croffing the 
river to our fide: we would have made it go back by fhouting, and throwing clods of 
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earth for want of ftones, which are not to be found, but in fpite of us it came over, 
and went to take up its poft in a little thicket of reeds near the houfe. There are fome 
of them there twenty-five foot long, and as thick as a good colt, that make but a 
mouthful of a fheep: when they have fwallowed one, they go into the fun to digeft it : 
the Blacks who know the manner of it, watch and kill them, to make a good meal of 
them, for they are as fat as pork; and having flayed them, they throw away nothing 
but the head, the tail and the entrails. 

F. John Baptift gave me an account of his travels in thofe parts of “Africk, and 
among the reft, of his being at Caflangi, where a black prince refides who rules a 
large country, and is called Great Lord: that he came there at a time when that 
prince’s birth-day was celebrated after an odd manner: he makes all the people of his 
country who can travel come into a great plain; they leave only one place empty, in 
which there are feveral trees, on which there are huts built for the great lord and 
principal men of his kingdom, who go up thither with feveral mufical inftrumengg, 
founding. One of the moft furious lions in the country is faftened to a tree ftanding 
fome dine from the reft. The fignal being given, the ftring that holds him is cut, 
and then, after fome roaring, he falls upon the firft he meets: they, inftead of flying, 
run together from all parts to kill him, being obliged to do it without any weapon, 
and thinking themfelves happy in dying before their prince. The lion, before he is 
tired, kills feveral of them, and revenges his own death fufficiently, being at laft borne 
down by the multitude. After that, the furvivors eat the dead, and accompany their 
king with abundance of joyful acclamations to his palace, making all parts refound, 

ong live the Great Lord of Caffangi.”” Thus they folemnize this feftival, which 
the Father affured me he had been an eye-witnefs*of. A hellifh invention, and fit for 
thofe barbarous people. 

He alfo told me he would go to the kingdom of Malemba or Mattemba, where of late 
years Queen Singa had reigned, who died a Catholic ; but that after her death the 


people forfook the Chriftian religion, and returned to their ancient fuperftitions. I° 


agreed with him to go thither, if he could gain admittance into the country, provided 
the fent for me; but when he was gone, I heard no more from him, and was left 
alone with two Blacks at Colombo. J baptifed but very few there, the country about 
being poffeffed by the Portuguefe, but fometimes there came boats full of flaves who 
were baptized ; they brought me.falt to ufe in the baptifmal water, dug out of the 
mountains, which when pounded is very white. Whilft I was there, the fifhermen 
took a great fifh as round as a coach-wheel ; in the middle it had two teats, and upon 
it feveral holes through which it fees, hears, and eats, the mouth being a {pan long: 
the fith is delicious, and the flefh of it like fine veal. Of the ribs of it they aisha 
beads to ftop bleeding ; but having tried them upon myfelf, they did no good; this 
diftemper growing upon me, infomuch that they once thought I was dead, which ob-* 
liged the father-fuperior to make me return to Loanda. ‘The dread of going to fea 
again, made me unwilling to go from Colombo, though in other refpetts the place was 
fearce ta be endured, being tormented day and night with infinite nymbers of gnats 
and flies, which almoft darken the air, befides the continual fear of ferpents, crocodiles, 
and liong, who feldom failed a night of devouring fome cow, calf, or fheep. 

At that time a veffel was loading at Loanda je Brazil. Having obtained leave to 
return to Italy, I {poke with the captain, who was very willing to receive me, thinkiag. 
himfelf happy in having a prieft, and efpecially a Capuchin, with him; for not only 
the Portuguefe but the Blacks themfelves cannot fufficiently admire to fee us take 
progreffes into thofe barbarous countries, without propofing to ourfelves any other in. 
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tereft but the fpiritual good of our neighbour, and ‘the propagation of the Catholic 
faith. I remember the great duke of Bamba one day fent me feveral Blacks to be my 
flaves; which I would not accept of, but fent them back to him. I afterwards told 
hin, I came not into his country to make flaves, but rather to deliver thofe from the 
flavery of the devil whom he kept in miferable thraldom. 

_ The thip I went aboard of, when it was ready to fail, was loaded with elephants’ 
teeth-and flaves, to the number of fix hundred and eighty men, women and children. 
It was a pitiful fight to behold how all thofe people were beftowed. The men were 
ftanding in the hold, faftened one to another with ftakes, for fear they fhould. rife 
and kill the Whites. ‘The women were between the decks, and thofe that were with 
child in the great cabin ; the children in the fteerage preffed together like herrings ina 
barrel, which caufed an intolerable heat and ftench. ‘The captain had made me a bed 

-upon the quarter-deck, with mats to keep me from the rain and dew. 

aga This voyage is generally performed in thirty or thirty-five days at fartheft ; becaufe 

“there is no occafion to go to the Cape of Good Hope for a wind; but they fail ina 
line: however we were fifty days, being many of them becalmed, ‘during which time 
we endured great heat under the line. Being we made no way, the captain defired 
me to baptize fome Blacks that came laft aboard, it being forbid, under pain of ex- 
communication, to carry any Blacks to Brazil that are not baptized; which I did, in- 
ftruéting them in the principles of Chriftianity. ° 

The Portuguefe, who knew there was danger in that-calm we were in, either in 
regard of the great heat of the fun, or becaufe among fo many mouths the provifions 

ew fhort, one day took the image of St.Antony, which they fet againft one of the matts, 

ying thefe words on their knees ; * St. Antony, our countryman, you fhall be pleafed 
to ftand there, till you have given usa fair wind to continue out voyage.” This done, 
and fome prayers faid, fome little wind came up, which fet us forward, and made us 
rejoice. ‘We paffed very clofe tothe ifland called the Affumption of our Lady; where 
we did not touch, thinking we had no need-of any thing. Neverthelefs the voyage 
holding longer than we had imagined, a few days after we began to want provifions, 
the proveditor not having rightly confidered how great a number of mouths there was 
to feed, 

The captain came to me fall of affli€tion, and faid, ‘ Father, weare all dead men, 
there is no remedy for it.” My ufual fever being upon me, and a difh of blood before 
me, I told him that was no furprifing news to me, and that having loft fo much 
blood, I did not expect to live long. He made me fenfible he fpoke of, all the 
fhip in general, and that they wanted provifions, being ftill far out at fea without 
difcovermg any land. To comfort him in fome meafure, I bid him look into the 
ftern-lockers, for I remembered my friends had given me fome provifions, which might 

“keep the Whites aboard alive fome time; and as for the Blacks, he muft have patience 
if they died, fince there was no poflibility of relieving them; but that neverthelefs 
fince there were ftill forty butts of water, they fhould give them as much as was ne- 
ceflary ; and the climate being hot, they might live two days at leaft upon water only : 
that yet God might relieve us, and we ought to confide in him, and not give way to 
defpair. < 

T would have {poke fome words of comfort to the thip’s crew, and filenc€d them ; 
bat the difmal news I thought to acquaint them with: being already come to their 
knowledge, the children began to cry for mercy; the women hearing them, fet up 
the fame cry, and the men made up the difmal harmony; which would have daunted 
the boldeft heart. In fine, when they were a little pacified, I began in Portuguefe to 
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exhort them to confide in the mercy of God, who never forfakes thofe who fincerely 
rely on him; adding, that God fent us that affli@tion to punifh our fins, and 
for. the blafphemies wherewith they difhonoured his holy name, and perhaps becaufe, 
fome of them were come aboard without confeffing. Then turning.to the Whites, I. 
told them, that the ill example they gave thefe new Chriftians, making themfelves 
drunk every day with brandy, had drawn that punifhment upon them: that the Blefled 
Virgin was alfo offended at them, becaufe they had given her name, to which all 
refpeét was due, to a rope’s-end, with which they beat the Blacks, which was not the 
way to perfuade them that we believed her to be the mother of God. ‘Vhis difcourfe 
made them again cry Mercy, but with a more fincere intention than at firft. After the 
hymns of the Holy Virgin, which I caufed them to repeat, they made a vow to caufe 
eighty maffes to be faid, forty for the fouls in purgatory, and forty in honour : of 
St. Antony. ' 

Their minds being a little fettled, the captain ordered every Black a porringer of 
water; but thofe poor wretches, efpecially the children, began to cry for hunger. 
The compaffion their cries moved in me, without any means of relieving them, made 
me retire to my cabin of mats. I continued fo a day without eating, for fear of 
fharpening their hunger if they faw me eat. It was likely that unlefs God wrought 
fome miracle, we were all loft. 

As I lay full of thefe thoughts, I heard fome begin to talk of living upon man’s 
fiefh, fo far had defpair difordered them ; for which 1 reproved them feverely, pro- 
tefting that rather than fuffer any one to be killed to maintain another, I would fa- 
crifice my own life if it might any way contribute to prolong theirs. Notwithftanding 
all this affliction, there were thal aboard who did not forbear doing fome vile aétions. 

The matter, being drunk, mortally wounded a failor; but he being the ableft and 
moft experienced feaman in the fhip, it was requifite to pardon him, and. wink at it. 
At length God taking compaflion on us, we difcovered land; three days we continued 
without eating, and the water was {pent before we got to the fhore. Who can ex- 
ptefs the joy which fucceeded the former forrow! To hear all their difcourfe, one 
would have thought all the people in the fhip had been out of their right fenfes. I 
obferved the thip lay much more to one fide than the other, and obliged the captain to 
redrefs it, the burden of men being greater on that fide which inclined. He did it by 
filling four cafks with fea-water, and faftening them to the other fide. 

We difcovered Cape St.Auguftin, well known to the Portuguefe, and on Sunday 
entered the port of Baya de ‘Todos os Santos, or the bay. of All Saints, the capital 
town of all Brazil, where the viceroy refides. ‘There we found feveral veffels of. all 
nations. Next morning feveral boats came to us with merchants and others who had 
flaves aboard. Underftanding we had been fifty days at fea, they concluded that moft 
of the Blacks were dead, and were pleafingly furprifed when they were told there 
wanted but thirty-three of the number, it often happening that half of them die’in 
that paflage. They thanked God for that miracle wrought in their behalf, for it would 
have been a very confiderable lofs, if all the flaves had been dead. 

L went afhore as well as the reft, but my weaknefs was fuch, I had no ufe of my 
legs. A good woman, into whofe fhop I went, had compaffion on me, and lent me 
her hammock to carry me in to the Francifeans, who received’me very courteoufly. 
A Genoefe captain of my acquaintance would have carried mesto his houfe, but 1 
excwled myfelf on account of the obliging reception I had met with in the convent ; 
declaring that unlefs I found I was a burden to them, I would not leave it till my 
“der actu’o ont of the country, The governor of the ifland of St. Thomas, which is, 
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under the line, fent his teward to make fhe a vifit, and to defire me to come to his 
palace to fee a Capuchin that kept his bed, and had been fixteen years in Africk, 
either in. the aforefaid ifland, or the kingdom of Benin and Overola. I could not go 
immediately, but went afterwards feveral times to fee that Father, being carried in a 
hammock. He wondered to hear I was fo obedient to my phyfician, who was the fame 
that had him in hand; but the phyfician told me, that according to his way he could 
not live long ; and fo it proved, for he died foon after at Lifbon. 

In this convent there is a chapel of the third order of St. Francis. On Maunday- 
Thurfday the Fathers made a proceffion, in which all the images of faints of the third 
order were carried. Then followed three* hundred Blacks, carrying whole trees for 
mortification ; others had their arms bound to a great beam in the nature of a crofs, 
and others after other manners. I was told their fathers’ confeffors had enjoined them 
that penance for robbing their mafters, and committing other fins. It is not the cuf 

there to make fepulchres that week, but they expofe the blefled facrament with 
_ infinite number of white wax-lights, whereof there is great plenty there, as well as 
of honey. 

The Genoefe captain, who was to fail for Lifbon, had given me my paflage aboard 
his fhip. Being ready to fail, the viceroy fent to defire the captain, that fince he had 
a good fighting fhip, he would, for the King’s fake, convoy the merchants’ fhips that 
were ready to fail, for fear they might fall into the hands of the Turks when they 
came near the coaft of Portugal; that kept us till Holy Saturday. Leave to depart 
being obtained of the viceroy, the captain fent me word to come aboard, which I did, 
againft my will, not liking to begin fo long and dangerous a voyage upon a Holy 
Saturday ; but he carrying me out of charity, I muft fubmit to his will. We failed, 
firing all the cannon, and all the bells in the town clattering. 

The fhip was like Noah’s ark, for there were aboard it fo many feveral forts of 
beafts, that what with the noife and the talk of fo many people as were aboard, we 
could not hear one another fpeak. The loading was a thoufand chefts of fugar, three 
thoufand rolls of tobacco, abundance of rich wood for dying and making of cabinets, 
elephants’ teeth; befides the provifion of wood, coals, water, wine, brandy, fheep, 
hogs, and turkeys: befides all this, abundance of monkeys of feveral forts, apes, 
baboons, parrots, and fome of thofe birds of Brazil, which they call Arracas. The 
thip carried fifty guns, four-and-twenty patareroes, and other neceffaries. ‘The people 
aboard were of feveral nations, as Italians, Portuguefe, Englith, Dutch, Spaniards, 
and Indian flaves who followed their maflers. The great cabin was hired by a rich 
Portuguefe merchant, whofe name was Amaro, and who was returning to Lifbon with 
all his family, that is, wife and four children 3 gave a thoufand crowns for his paflage, 
and had laid out two thoufand upon provifions and. neceffaries for fo long a voyage. 
‘That honeft man feeing me fo fick, freely offered me a place in his cabin, which was 
large, painted and gilt. I accepted of his offer, his wife giving her confent, who, 
being a virtuous lady, was glad to have a religious man’s company. He would have 
allowed me his table, but I told him I was engaged to the captain, but that I might 
breakfaft with him fometimes after mafs, which I faid every day in the great cabin 
during the voyage, which lafted three months, excepting only three days of ftormy 
weather ; and not only he, but all the Portuguefe aboard were at it. The chaplain of 
the fhip faid upon deck to the feamen and officers of the fhip. 

As we were under fail, having farce run tévo leagues, and being bufy placing the 
trunks and goods aboard us, it pleafed God t mortify us, who thought ourfelves the 
fafelt of the five thips, that we might learn to honour holidays better; for we ftruck 
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five times furioufly upon a bank, which threw both the men and goods, not yet lathed 
to, from fide to fide, and put all into a great confternation, the veffel flicking fait 
upon the flat. The officers and pilots, in a fright, thought to fave themfelves from 
imminent danger of death, which threatened, and leaped haftily into the boat to get 
to land, which was not far off, for we were {till in the harbour, it being four leagues 
in length. The failors and paffengers, feeing themfelves forfaken, began to cry aloud, 
«© ‘We are all dead, we are all dead.” And who can be able to defcribe what a fad 
fpe@tacle that fhip was, which but juft before looked like a caftle on the fea? This 
conclufion made me rife from a mat on which I lay ftruggling with a fever ; and being 
upon deck, perceived we made no way, though the fails were all loofe, and a plank 
floating upon the fea, which made it appear the fhip was faft. 

Nothing could be heard but cries and complaints. Some caft a barrel into the fea, 
others a roll of tobacco, others a cheft of fugar, to lighten the fhip, and every one 
did fomething to fave his life; only the captain fat ftill like a ftatue, without bein, 
able to fpeak or ftir, though he had fought fix Turks in that fame fhip. They | 
have fired a cannon for the others to come to our affiftance, but in that hurry they 
could neither find gunner, powder, nor match. The feveral forts of animals hearing 
fuch a noife, began to play their part and increafe the confufion. In this general con- 
{ternation both Whites and Blacks came to caft themfelves at my feet, crying, ‘¢ Father, 
Father, confeffion, abfolution.” Having caufed them to make an ad of contrition, 
I gave them abfolution, wanting time to hear them fingly. I met the chaplain of the 
fhip in his fhirt, his countenance altered and looking ghaftly, though he was one of 
the braveft men aboard, as he had often made it appear, fighting with the Turks upon 
feveral occafions. After hearing his confeflion according to his defire, I afked him, 
what he intended to do in that cafe; ‘* O God,” faid he, “ I had no mind to come 
on board, but I fuffered myfelf to be deluded.” I would have encouraged, and made 
him conceive, that God had not altogether forfaken us, but we might yet efcape that 
danger. “ Suppofe it does fo fall out,” replied he, “1am refolved to fwim for it, 
and get afhore.” ‘The others hearing his refolution, renewed their complaints and 
exclamations. I went into the great cabin, and found the Portuguefe lady fitting on a 
carpet, and leaning upon two cufhions, with her four children on their knees, their 
hands clafped together in a fright, and crying, ‘‘ Mercy ;” the hufband fitting on a 
chair, rather dead than alive. I comforted them both the beft I could, and heard 


their confeffions. 


In the ntean-while there came aboard us a captain, who was a friend to Senhor Amaro, _ 


to carry him and his family away to his fhip. He feeing the horrid confufion we were 
in, began to encourage all the people, and fent two of his men to the pump, and into 
the hold, to fee what harm was done. They neither found water, nor any thing 
broken, and perceived that the plank we had feen on the water, was only fome of the 
fheathing which had given way. Our captain taking heart, ordered to caft the 
lead, and found but little water for fo great a fhip. Then he caufed the fhip’s head 
to be brought about, which made the veflel move; and it was well for us there hap- 
pened to be but little wind, for had it blown hard we muft have been beaten to pieces. 
~ They that were afhore feeing us make way, came back with the boats and we continued 
our voyage towards Fernambuco, a hundred leagues diftant from Baga de Todos of 
Santos. There we came to an anchor, five miles from the town,*the harbour being 
unfit for great fhips. 

The governor kept us there five days before he difpatched us. As we were weigh- 
Ine anchor. when it was alrerdy above water. it broke off fo fuddenlv. that all che 
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men. who worked at hoifting it, being forty of them, fell down and hurt themfelves, 
fome on the head, fome on the fides, and others in other places.- They would have 
recovered: it, but there was no doing of it, becaufe it dropt in a place that was very 
foul and full of {mall rocks. 

Tt was pleafant to fee our hip, where every tradefman worked at his trade, as if he 
had been in his fhop; there were gun-fmiths, armourers, butchers, fhoemakers, 
tailors, coopers, and cooks. Others mended the colours, there being an hundred of 
feveral forts, very fine upon great days, and particularly the pendant at the main top- 
maft-head, eight ells long, and all of carnation taffety. When the weather would 
permit, the other veffels bore up to us, and gave us a concert of drums and trumpets, 
faluting us with three huzza’s all the failors gave, taking the fignal from the boat- 
fwain’s whiftle. The captain exercifed his men in firing volleys. ‘Thefe diverfions 
were one day interrupted by this accident :—Eleven Englifhmen came together to com- 
plain to the captain that they were not allowed water enough to drink, which put him 
into fuch a paffion that he went to lay hold of a fword, and had done them fome * 
mifchief, had not care been taken to appeafe him. He caufed one to be put into the 
bilboes, with two men to ftand fentinel over. him, till we came to Lifbon, for fear he 
fhould raife fome mutiny among his comrades ; for that Englifhman was wonderfully 
ftrong, would manage a cannon as another man would a mufquet, and had formerly 
blown up fome fhips, fetting fire to the powder. He punifhed him after this manner 
to teach the reft, not to come’in a body like mutineers to make their complaints to 
him, whereas one alone fhould come when they wanted any thing. ‘There was another 
Englifhman, whom they called Kill Turk, whom he alfo put into the bilboes, becaufe 
he had made himfelf drunk with two bottles of brandy, and was not fober again in 
three days. He was fo ftrong, that they faid he had cleft a man with his cutlafs, and 
therefore it was feared he might do fome mifchief in the fhip, being in that condition, 

One morning, before fun-rifing, being near the coaft of Portugal, we heard a can- 
non fire, and the fhot fell not far from us. I turned out. to fee what was the matter, 
and obferved that Captain Jofeph, brother to our captain, had put up the red ancient, 
which was a fignal of battle. Our captain took a perfpective glafs to difcover what 
it was that had occafioned it, and a moment after told us his brother was miftaken, 
and that thofe fails we difcoyered, to the number of five hundred, were fifhing- 
boats, that fail with any wind. The fun rifing, it appeared he was in the right, and 
we perceived, without the help of a glafs, a prodigious number of boats covering all 
the coaft. It is not to be admired that there is fo much fithing, for moft of the people 
in Lifbon eat fifth at night, even upon flefh days, which caufes an infinite confumption, 
and it isnot fold by weight, but by the barrel. 

We arrived at Cafcais, a little town without the bar, and failed on to Fort St. Julian, 
where we fired fo many guns that the report reached the city. Being come to the mouth 
of the river Tagus, we faw abundance of boats coming towards us, as well Italians as 
Portuguefe, that feemed to cover all the harbour; they were merchants and others who 
had fome concern aboard us. I knew feveral who did not know me. They were fur- 
prifed to fee me alive, after they had received an account that I was dead, and exprefs- 
ed much joy that the news had proved falfe. Having taken in pilots belonging to the 
port, as is the cultom, we came to an anchor juft before His Highnefs Prince Peter 
then Regent of Pdrtugal’s palace, the King being fent away to the iffands Terceras. 
All that came aboard the fhip had put on fuch fine clothes, that I fearce knew them 
again. This they do at every port, being but meanly apparelled, as long as they are * 
at fea. After my compliments to all thofe who had been kind to me during the 
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uge, and particularly to our captain, I went athore to our convent, to expect fome thip 
bound for Spain. ; 

Tt was not long before an opportunity offered: Captain Dominick, a native of Cor- 
fica, who was defirous to have a prieft aboard him, came to offer me my paffage in his 
thip, which was to fail in company of two others, the Loretto Mid the Princefs. His 
fhip was called the Paradife, and it was too good an omen to refufe to be chaplain. to 
the Paradife. Several Dominicans, Benedictines, and other religious men, went aboard 
with me, infomuch that one faid, “ We were afraid we fhould want a chaplain, but. 
here are enough to keep a choir.” However thofe good religious men, who were very 
much afraid of death, were no fooner under fail, but they kept themf@wes fo clofe under 
deck, that not one was to be feen. They admired, that I being indifpofed, the fea did 
me no more harm than if I had been afhore: but I faid to them, ‘ Fathers, you need 
but go to the Indies, and then you will be no more afraid of the fea than I am.” 

During this voyage I fell into difcourfe with an Irifhman, though he was a heretic, 
becaufe I found fome difpofition towards gaining that foul to Jefus Chrift, and the more 
becaufe he was of an inoffenfive nature. He obferved what I did, efpecially when I 
faid mafs, and was pleafed to hear the truth; fo that in a few days, with God’s affift- 
ance, without which the endeavours of the ableft men are ufelefs, I brought him to 
waver in his opinion. He told me, he would have abjured in public immediately, but 
that he would firft go vifita brother of his at Cadiz to receive abfolution. In fine, I 

‘ was informed by him in that very town, that he was become a Catholic, which never- 
thelefs I would not publifh, though I faw him more pleafant than he ufed to be, fearing 
he might do like many others, who fometimes appear very zealous, and yet efterwards 
forfake the good way they were in. 

Though our fhip was the biggeft of the three our convoy confifted of, yet our cap- 
tain had confented that the captain of the Loretto, as being the elder, fhould be com- 
modore. One day we difcovered a fhip, and it being our captain’s duty to know what 
fhe was, he made all the fail he could: We fetched her up in a quarter of an hour, 
and fired a gun without a ball to make her ftrike, as the ftrongeft ufually-do.. They, 
inftead of anfwering our expetation, crowded up all the fail they could, as if they 
would fly, their veffel being much lefs than ours; that made our captain fufpect they 
might be Turks, fince they had put out no ancient. He fired at them with ball, and 
put up the red ancient, which made them anfwer with one gun but without bullet. 
Being very near, the captain made a trumpetér, who fpoke feveral languages, hail 
them. He fpoke to them in French, becaufe they had put up white colours, but we 
fufpeéting it was a cheat, bid them fend fomebody on board. They launched their 
pinnace, and the mafter came aboard, by whom we were informed, that the imagined 
Turk was a veffel laden with falt-fith from Nantes, and bound for the iflands Madeiras, 
They drank the healths of the Moft Chriftian King, and the republic of Genoa, and 
every one made the beft of his way. ; 

At laft we came to an anchor in that great and noble port of Cadiz, one of the moft 
famous in Europe, full of an infinite number of fhips, galleys, barks, caravels, tartans, 
and other veffels, which I was affured at that time amounted to an hundred fail, Juft 
at the entrance of the harbour we faw twenty-five fhips of an extraerdinary bulk. There 
is a continual refort of fhips from all parts of the world, even from the Indies; and, it 
is ufual there to fee thirty or forty fail come in or go out ina day; as if they wege buf 
little boats. I went afhore with an Italian gentleman, .and fome Spanifh merchants, and 
we wére all of us prefently {topped by the cuftom-houfe officers: I gave an account:of ~ 
mvyfelf. and fo did the sentleman: but he added he was 2 foldier in the Kino’s Jertire,, 
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and they let him pafs: the Spaniards faid fo too, and we caufed our goods to be loaded 
to go to our feveral homes. . No fooner were we in the town, but the chief officer of 
the cuftom-houfe, with his followers, {topped the porters, and bid them carry the goods 
~ to the cuftom-houfe. , The Spahiards {aid they were all cleared, and there was no need 
of further fearch. e cuftomer gave a furly anfwer ; one word drew on another, fo 
they came to ill language, and from ill language to blows. An hundred fwords were 
drawn in a moment, but they were thronged fo clofe together, that they fought with 
-the points of their fwords up, ftriking one another with the pummels, and making fuch 
a noife, that one would have thought they were going to cut one another in pieces. 
The duft flew fol@hick, there was no feeing one another, and the field of battle being 
near the harbour, the people ran thither in crowds, fearing there were many killed and 
wounded. There was much crowding to part the combatants, hearing their cries, and 
the clattering of their {words ; but what abundance of rational fober people could not 
do, was done in a moment by four drunken Englifhmen, who, to make way to go to 
their fhips, began to throw ftones fo furioufly, that every man thought themfelves happy 
enough that his legs were found enough to run away. ‘Thofé who were fighting, not 
thinking it fafe to {tand that fhower of ftones, made their efcape in an inftant, fome one 
way, and fome another. 

I repaired to our monaftery, where my fever, which’ had granted me no refpite, in- 
creafed, and kept me in bed a month, being forced in that time to be fix times blooded 
again, and that while our fhips were gone. Before I could continue my journey into 
Italy, I took the opportunit of going to the fhrine of St. James the apoftle in Galicia, 
and, to that purpofe, affociated myfelf with a Milanefe religious man of the third order 
of St. Francis, with whom I embarked for Porto. A ftormy fort of gale carried us 
thither in a few hours, from whence we went by fea to Birona, and from Birona with 
much difficulty afoot to Compoftella, where we vifited the famous church of St. James 
the apoftle. ‘The canons of this church are all clad in fearlet, and called cardinals, 
They told us, that none mutt fay mafs at the faint’s altar but prelates and grandees of 
Spain, for which reafon the facriftan would not permit us to fay at that altar. The 
faint’s fhrine is placed on the altar, with his image upon it, fo that the pilgrims who go 
thither for their devotion, afcend four or five fteps, and put their hat on the head of that 
effigies, which is clad like a pilgrim. There are abundance of filver lamps about it, 
but they are all black, as if they were of wood. Having faid a Pater and Ave, ‘we 
went away; and the Father told me, that if he thought it was as he found it, he would 
never have come into the country. I lodged at a goldfmith’s, who treated us at table 
with Florence wine, Bolonia faufages, and Parmefan cheefe; which made me admire 
that Italian wines and provifions fhould be found in fo diftant a country, and we may 
well fay, it is the garden of the world. 

We had received information that, at Cape Finifterre, there was a thip ready.to fail 
for Cadiz, which made us haften our departure. Juft as the captain was going into 
his boat to embark, we got thither; and, though I knew he was a heretic, I begged 
of ‘him to give me my paflage to Cadiz aboard his fhip for God’s fake. He, without 
anfwering, made me a fign to go into the boat, which, when I had done, feeing he 
had not anfwered me,” and perhaps becaufe he did not underftand Spanifh,'I {poke to 
him in Portuguefe, then he anfwered I was welcome, and that he would not only carry 
me té*Cadiz, but to Seville, if I would. I thanked him for his charitable offer: but 
my companion, who would have been glad to be in fuch a habit as mine, was forced 
to pay for his paffage. It was a great Englith man of war of feventy guns, and three 


hundred men, loaden with anchors, and other naval ftores. It was bound by order of 
; His 
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His Britannic Majefty to all the ports of Spain, to find out twenty-four frigates belong- 
ing to that crown, fent againft the Turks, and was to furnith them with what they 
wanted. 

When we were out at fea, J faw the captain with a pr@fpective glafs endeavoured to 
difcover fome fails that appeared at a great diftance; after which, he went into his 
cabin, and talked to his officers in Englifh, who went to give out orders, and prefently 
after the drums began to beat, and the foldiers to take their pofts. My companion and 
I gueft they were making ready to fight, though we faw no fhips, but they had feen 
them. We direéted our courfe towards them, failing with a fide-wind, and adding two 
fmall fails on the fides of the main-fheet; fo that having fourteen fails aboard, we flew 
like the wind itfelf, and cut the water in a moft violent manner. 

Within an hour we came up with the two fhips the captain had defcried, and they 
having put out no colours, he gave them a gun to bring them in ; but they feeing they 
were two to one, and, doubtlefs, never imagining our fhip was fo well manned, an- 
fwered with a bullet, and, at the fame time, we heard from one of thofe fhips.a con- 
fufed noife of voices as it were of people that complained. Our captain faid he did not 
queftion but one was a ‘Turkith veffel that had taken the other which was a Chriitian, 
and it proved fo, At the fame time he furled his fails, and gave them a broad-fide of 
twenty guns, which made fuch a thundering as would daunt the braveft heart. It was 
happy for us we had the wind, which carried all our fmoke upon the Turks, Yet they 
fired like madmen from both fhips, for the prize was manned with ‘Turkifh failors and 
foldiers, and the poor Chriftians were forced againit their will to help at the guns, the 
chief of them being put into irons. The cannonading continued an hour and a half, 
and, not knowing what the event might be, the Father of the third order and I con- 
feffed to one another. He was vexed at heart to be in that bufinefs, but I armed my- 
felf with patience againft whatever might happen, whilft no ball reached me. 

Our captain perceiving the fight was like to hold, caufed one of the enemies to be 
boarded, grappling with them to come to handy ftrokes. Then it was we began to 
hear the groans and cries of the poor wounded men lying about the deck one upon 
another, and ferving to fhelter thofe that fought. The attack was furious, and the re- 
fiftance vigorous; but the enemy being inferior in number, began to give way and 
yield. Our men without lofing time leaped aboard, put the Turks in trons and fet 
the Chriftians at liberty, who took up arms to be revenged of the infidels, and to 
fecure the liberty they had newly obtained. The other veflel being left alone fled for 
it, but our brave captain foon had all things in order, and put men aboard the prize, 
which being lefs than his fhip, could better purfue the other that fled, which being 
loaded with goods taken from Chriftians was foon fetched up by the other we had 
taken, that had nothing aboard but provifions and ammunition. They fired fome 
guns, but perceiving our great fhip came up and was within cannon-fhot, yielded. The 
lieutenant, who had the command of the firft given him, went to take poffeffion of the 
other, putting the Turks in irons, and releafing the Chriftians, who were in number 
fourfcore in all, failors, merchants, and paffengers, befides twelve that were killed: of 
the Turks there were a hundred and thirty, the reft being either killed or dangeroufly 
wounded. 

The three thips drew clofe together, and our captain ordered all*the Chriftians to be 
brought before him, who all knelt down to thank him for their deljverance out of the , 
hands of thofe barbarians: he afked who was their captain; and a lufty man half fript 
told him in Spanifh it was he; and afterwards in Portuguefe, which our captain under- 
ftood better, gave an account how they had been taken: that failing from Malaga 
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Jaden with wine, and being out of the ftraits near Cape St. Vincent, that Turkith thip, 
which carried no goods, but was well manned with about two hundred and twenty-five 
foldiers and failors, had attacked him, and being much the ftronger made themfelves 
matters of his veffel after forme refiftance. ‘The captain bid them go drefs themfelves, 
and take poffeflion of his fhip again, making the Englifh come out. They returned 
him abundance of thanks, and begged of him to convoy them to Cadiz, fince he was 
bound thither as well as they, which our captain granted them. ‘The Englifh divided 
themfelves, fome aboard our fhip, and fome aboard the ‘Turk, put all things in order, 
and held on their courfe rejoicing that they had killed two birds with one ftone, having 
taken the Turk, and delivered the Spaniards, among whom there were fome Neapolitans, 
Milanefes, and Flemings. 

As we proceeded on our voyage, making all the fail we could, the fky began to 
grow dark on a fudden ; and fearing fome ftorm was gathering, we lowered our fails, 
which indeed was done juit in time, for but a moment after the wind blew fo outrage- 
ouily chat there was no keeping the fhip to her courfe, but fhe was left to the mercy 
of the wind. Then were there heard throughout the veffel fuch hollowing and calling 
as increafed the terror of approaching death; yet the captain bid us fear nothing, for 
that the fhip being new would certainly bring us off: however we didnot ceafe to offer 
up our fervent prayers. The Father feeing we were every moment in danger of perifh- 
ing, told me we had done ill in going aboard thofe heretics, who are always under 
excommunication; but I anfwered, ‘* Thofe who travel about the world muft make a 
virtue of neceffity.”” In the meanwhile the man at the topmatt-head cried, Land, Land. 
The captain ran up, and perceived we were on the coaft of Barbary, the ftorm having 
carried us a great way up the Mediterranean ; for which reafon, before any ‘Lurks might 
difcover us, he gave orders to fteer towards Oran, a ftrong place belonging to the 
King of Spain. We got thither in lefs than an hour, the wind blowing fo hard, and 
gave God thanks for delivering us from the Turks, the wind, if we had not minded it, 
carrying us direétly to Algier. 

Our captain went afhore next morning with fome of his officers and the Spanith 
captain ; they went to the governor, and gave him an account of our fight, and he in 
the name of His Catholic Majefty thanked the Englifh. This fortrefs feems to be of 
great confequence, and in a manner impregnable: it is well provided with cannon, 
and very ferviceable to Chriftians when they are drove by ftorms upon the coaft of 
Barbary, there being’ no other place where Chriftians can put in. Next morning the 
wind being fair, we weighed anchor, and foon arrived at Cadiz. I had thoughts of 
going afhore to our monaftery, but the captain told me, that he having fome bufinefs 
at Seville had hired a bark to go thither, and that if I pleafed he would carry me in it 
tor God’s fake, which made me not neglect fo good an opportunity. I ftaid about a 
gay till he had difpatched fome bufinefs he had at Cadiz, and then we fet out, carry- 
ing thirty men with us to row in cafe the wind failed us. We touched at St. Lucar, 
{taid there fome hours, and having kept going all night, arrived at Seville. I thanked 
him for fo many favours I had received of him, declaring I was fo much the more fen- 
fible of their greatnefs, becaufe I could not have received more from a Catholic. He 
made me fuch an anfwer, as implied that Capuchins were in good efteem among 
them. 

I went to our monaftery, which is great confidering our poverty, and has a con 
fidétable number of religious men. ‘There I continued eight days, as well to reft 
myfelf, as to fee the town, which would not be unlike Milan were the ftreets handfome 


and wide; the dome is nothing inferior to that at Milan, only that it is not of marble, 
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but of a ftone fomewhat like it, yet fofter arid eafier to work. It is the cuftom 
throughout all Spain. to make their choir and high altar in the middle of the church, 
particularly in cathedrals, which is very inconvenient where there is a great refort of 
people, though otherwife they are great and ftately ftrugares. The fteeple is fo large 
and well-built, that a man may go up to it on horfeback, or in a litter: going up to 
it, I was furprifed to fee fo many bells, for there are no lefs than three and thirty. 
Whilft we were there they came to ring them, and all being to ring but two or three 
that belonged to the clock, we made hafte down for fear of being ftunned with the 
terrible noife of their clattering: as foon as we were in the ftreet, they began to ring 
with fuch a noife, that it founded as if all the bells in the town had been rung. 

I went to fee the King’s garden, which is fine enough, and has abundance of water- 
works, orange and lemon trees, yet there is nothing in it but what we have in Italy 
in greater plenty. I vifited the convent of the Recolets, which is very large, but of 
an ancient ftructure ; there are in it above one hundred and fifty religious men, befides 
thofe in the infirmary. The bell they ring to call to the refectory is twice as big as 
that which ferves our church. The canons of this city are very rich, and always go 
in coaches drawn by four mules: they then expected Monfeigneur Spinola an Italian, 
who had the archbifhopric of that city conferred on him, 

I fet out from thence a-foot for Cordova, pafling through Carmona, and other fmall 
places, of which I will give no account for fear of tiring the reader ; yet I cannot for- 
get the wretched road, where there is neither houfe nor tree, nor fo much as water to 
cool one’s mouth, to be found. This made me provide a bottle of wine, which I 
had through the affiftance ofa gentleman I met on the road, who bought it for me, there 
being no hopes of having it given me for God’s fake by the inn-keeper. And were it 
not for people of quality that relieve us, it would be impoflible for Capuchins to live 
upon charity according to their ways, the people being wholly ftrangers to giving of 
alms. Being in a town where we have no convent, I begged fome bread for God’s 
fake of a baker, which was fo furprifing to him, that he ftood in amaze like a man 
befides himfelf: I left him and his bread, for fear, if I fhould beg any Jonger of him, 
he would be quite befide himfelf. I continued my journey, begging of God that he 
would foon let me get out of a country where there was fo little charity. 

Being come to Cordova, I went to our monattery, where I was forced to be fatisfied 
with the Spanith dith they call Olla Podrida, fignifying a rotten pot; which name is 
not improper, for it is an extravagant» medley of feveral things, as onions, garlic, 
pumkin, cucumber, white-beets, a bit of pork and two of mutton, which being boiled 
with the reft are almoft loft, The fathers afked me whether I liked it: I told them it 
was very fit to kill me, being as I was almoft fick, and fo weak that I had need of 
fome better reftorative than that Podrida, to which I was not ufed. They put fo much 
faffron in it, that had I not been yellow enough already with my diftemper, that alone, 
might have been enough to dye my fkin of that colour. It is a great dainty for 
Spaniards, but a {curvy mefs for thofe that are not ufed to it. 

The cathedral on the outfide looked to me bigger than all the town, and I was not 
deceived, for being in it, I was amazed to behold a church fo large, that from one 
fide of it a man can fearce fee the wall on the other; and were it, proportionable in 
height, it would be one of the wonders of the world: there are on the infide ten rows 
of pillars, and fifteen pillars in each row: the middle ifle is very ¢pacious after the 
modern manner, and gilt about the high altar and choir. A canon told me thére 
were in it three hundred and fixty-fix altars; on the chief of them is a very large 
tabernacle all of precious ftones, which has a revenue of three thoufand livres appro- 
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priated to it. Ina large chapel there is a great filver ciborium that weighs ninety-fix 
ounces. I obferved upon a pillar ftanding by itfelf, a man painted kneeling : they 
told me it was the picture of a Chriftian who had been many years a flave in that town 
when it was in the poffeffion of the Moors, and had with his nails carved a crofs upon 
that pillar: it was fhewed me, and a man would have thought it had been done with 
a penknife. I believe he was very long about it, for the pillar is very fine marble. 
This city is fituated in a great vale, a river running by the walls; formerly it ran 
through the midft of the city, which was then very large, but at prefent indifferent, 
and has in it nothing elfe remarkable that I know of. 

T fet out for Alcala la Real, and met with fome Spaniards, who told me, that Anda- 
lufia was the garden of Spain: whereupon I faid to myfelf, God keep me from the 
reft of Spain if this be the garden, I had better return to fea. That town ftands upon 
a hill, and I faw nothing remarkable in it. Granada, whither I went next, is a 

' beautiful and very large city, but yet inferior to Seville. Our fathers have two monatteries 
there, one for a novitiate, the other to ftudy ; the cathedral is not yet finifhed. ‘The 
palace of the Moorifh kings, called the Alhambra, ftands upon a hill; which, though 
very high, has plenty of water. There are fuch abundance of rooms in this palace, 
that a man may lofe himfelf, as if he were in a labyrinth. There are two baths, where 
the Moors ufed to wafh themfelves, one of hot water, the other of cold: the ceilings 
of the rooms are very curious, being made of a coloured plaifter that {till looks new. 
There is another hill on which the infidels did put holy martyrs to death, and where 
abundance of relicks are kept. 

From Granada I went to Lerenna, the wine of which place is looked upon to be the 
beft in Spain, but the people fpeak fuch ill Spanifh, that they are hardly to be under- 
ftood : they call them Bifcalins. I held on my journey to Antequera, a town as big 
as a city. I refted there eight days, in one of our monafteries; and the guardian, 
who did me a thoufand good turns, would have kept me there as long again. Thence 
I went to Malaga, which is an indifferent good ‘fea-port town, very populous, and 
full of trade. The archbifhop is a Dominican, brother to Don John of Auftria: I was 
told his revenue was worth eighty thoufand ducats a year. 

I lay there waiting fome opportunity of fhipping, and finding myfelf ftill very ill, 
my bleeding at the nofe, ears, and mouth, not being over, I put myfelf jnto the hands 
of an Englith phyfician, who had fo much fuccefs as to mend fhy condition, for I 
bled only at the nofe: for eight days I was pretty well, and then relapfed as bad as 
ever. After waiting fome weeks, a very good opportunity offered : fix Spanifh galleys, 
returning from the ftraits of Gibraltar, came to an anchor in the port, to take in 

- provifions, arid go winter at Carthagena: I applied myfelf to the Marquis of Bayona, 
who commanded them; he was then called Marquis de Santa Cruz, having refigned 
the title of Bayona to his fon, who is now general of the galleys of Sicily. ‘That noble 
lord underftanding I was an Italian, did not only grant me my paflage, but would 
have me aboard his galley ; and though I could fpeak Spanifh, would have me con- 
verfe with him in my mother-tongue, becaufe he fpoke Italian to perfe@tion, having 
been formerly general of the gallies of Naples and Sicily. The prieft belonging to 
thofe galleys having been left fick at Carthagena, during our paflage I had the poft of 
chaplain, and conteffor to his excellency. 

Our voyage lafted fifteen days, and in that fhort time I found what it was to be at 
fea in gallies: I envied their happinefs who were aboard great fhips, which are more 
commodious and expeditious than galleys. The bad weather made us put back three 
times ; a calm enfuing, we made way with our oars; difcovering a fail by the moon- 


VOYAGE TO CONGO BY ANGELO AND CARLI. : 189 


light, the oars were hard plied to fetch it up: when we were near, fhe fet up Englith 
colours, yet we hemmed her in, and gave her a gun. She anfwered, and the captain 
launching his boat, came aboard His Excellency. That veffel appeared like a moun- 
tain to us that were aboard the galleys, the ftern was all gilt; they were cruizing upon 
the Turks, whom they mortally hate: and did all princes follow their example, I be- 
lieve thofe wicked pirates would fcarce fhew their heads at fea, . 

We held on our courfe to Almeria, where we continued two days, laying in water 
and other frefh provifions: the town is neither large nor populous, but feems to have 
been confiderable in the time of the Moors, being encompaffed by mountains, and 
defended by a good fort: it is adorned with abundance of fountains of very pure and 
wholefome water. + As I was there, quenching my thirft, proceeding from the fever 
and effufion of blood, I heard the warning-piece for failing, and returned aboard the 
galleys) We fet out about night-fall, being faluted by the fort, and in our way 
took three Turkith brigantines; the men were diftributed among the gallies, and the 
veffels manned with Chriftians and Turkifh flaves. At laft we arrived at Carthagena, 
where is an excellent port formed by nature, fhut in with mountains and_ very fafe, 
efpecially for galleys. The town feems to have been formerly confiderable, but is at 
prefent the moft wretched place in Spain; for after the inhabitants had {toned their 
bifhop, they were feven years without rain, but it feems God took compaflion on them 
after that, for now it rains twice or thrice a year: however the country is barren, 
and they carry bifcuit thither out of Italy, to maintain the people belonging to the 
galleys that winter there. Thence I went to Caravaca, where I faw the holy crofs 
brought by an angel from heaven, and fet on an altar where a prieft was faying mafs 
without a crofs. I went on to Valencia, a very fine city, delightful for its gardens, 
the pleafanteft of which is the archbifhop’s. Thence to Murcia, and Alicant, a little 
town, but of good trade, the houfes high and well built : having ftaid there five days, 
I continued my journey through Tortofa and Tarragona, where there is a beautiful 
dome, and then came to Montferrat : this place infpires refpect, and draws tears from 
the eyes of thofe who go thither with a fpirit of devotiorf’ There are as many chapels 
as myfteries of the holy rofary. One would think all the way to it was hewed 
out, it being all through a rock. There is a Very great number of filver and gold 
lamps, and fome of amber, the ornaments of the altars being anfwerable to that 
grandeur. ‘There are continually pilgrims on the road going thither, or returning from 
thence. 7 

From our Lord of Montferrat, I went to Barcelona, the capital city of Catalonia, 
and a bifhopric: I refided there fix weeks, becaufe of a pain | felt, which made me 
unfit even to ride a horfeback. Three monafteries we have there, are ®ut of the town: 
that of St. Matrona is upon the fide of a hill under the fort, and in the church: 
is the body of that faint. The fecond is that of St. Eubalia, where that faint’s houfe 
ftood, among the mountains, two miles from the city, and that is the novitiate. “Phe 
third is that of Mount Calvary, not that it is feated on a mountain, but it is fo called 
becaufe of three crofles there are in it: to this it was I betook myfelf, becaufe it is 
the greateft, and has an infirmary. Thofe Catalonian fathers received ine with extra+ 
ordinary civility, efpecially when they underftood I came from fo far a country. ‘The 
city is large and beautiful, abounding in all things neceffary for Numan life, and would 
be the moft confiderable place in thofe parts, had it a fafe haybour for great fhips, 
I took notice of the mufic they ufe upon rejoicings, for inftead of violins at weddings, 
they have fifes and trumpets, which make the church fhake. 
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During my flay at Barcelona, there came thither one of our lay-brothers, whofe 
name was Peter de Seflari, from Argier, where he had been ranfomed among other 
flaves by the Catholic King : he had been taken fix months before, with F. Luis of 
Palermo, in their way from Cagliari to Safari. Thofe two Capuchins being carried to 
Argier, F. Luis found no difficulty to get his living by preaching, maffes, and hearing 
confeffions, and could befides pay his mafter to whofe fhare he fell, fo much a month 
as they agreed upon ; for which reafon he was not put to the oar, but was allowed to 
go about the town freely: fo when they were about ranfoming of him, his mafter fet 
him at three thoufand ducats, whereas the brother was fold for three hundred, being 
only fit for the oar; and it being eafier to raife that fum, he was firft ranfomed. I pro- 
pofed to him to go into Italy, and his head was fo poffeffed with dais late misfortune, 
that he gave me to underftand that his only defign was to return home as foon as he 
could. We refolved, therefore, to lay hold of the opportunity of a bark bound for 
Sardinia, the captain whereof, D. Carlos de Pifa, a very devout Catalonian, reccived 
us vety courteoufly ; we were two hundred and fifty fouls aboard that bark, which fet 
fail with a fair gale. The wind being very brifk, we had made much way, and were 
entering the gulph of Lions, when the weather becoming boifterous, it grew to one 
of the moft terrible florms imaginable, the waves tofling our bark like a nut-fhell, 
and mountains of water covering of it every foot. The diforder, confufion, and efpe. 
cially the cries of the women, terrified thofe that were moft inured to fuch tempeits, 
‘The worft of it was, that the feamen could not hear one another, with the noife of the 
fea and of the paflengers, which obliged the captain to draw his {word, to drive all 
thofe under deck who could not help, but only ferved to hinder the failors: all upon 
the deck and in the cabin were wet; the veffel feemed to be ready to overfet with the 
beating of the fea, which drove all the people tor that fide which inclined, when a 
wave ftruck againft it with fuch violence that it broke the lathings of one of the guns. 
The cannon being loofe ran down to the lower fide with fuch fury, and gave fuch a 
fhock, that it was a wonder the bark was not ftaved: the noife it made increafed the 
terror, which the darknefs ofthe night fpread. The failors wet and {pent, refolved to 
let the bark run before the wind, provided the did not run aground, I thought with 
myfelf, how comes it about that I who have twice crofled the ocean, fhould come now 
to be drowned in a puddle of water; for to fay the truth, I never thought myfelf fo 
near being caft away as at that time, feeing one of the mafts fpent, the fails half-rent, 
the bark battered, and the feamen all caft down. This ftorm lafted all night, fo that 
we knew not whither we were going. About day-break the fea feemed to grow fome- 
what ftiller, and the fky clearing by the rifing of the fun, we difcovered mountains, 
which were nofbove a league from us, and found we were on the coat of Spain 
near Cape Gata. So that perceiving I was drove back, and had in fix hours {pace loft 
near as much ground asI made in fix months, I refolved to go no more t6 fea. However 
wéfoon took heart, for whilft we were making to fhore, there ftarted up fuch a frefh 
gale from the north, that the pilot thought it would not be amifs in fome meafure to 
regain the time and ground we had loft. We bent our courfe for Catalonia, and ina 
few hours arrived at Mattalona, our pilot’s native country. 

Being come to an anchor, I landed with my companion whom I had not feen during 
the ftorm, and we w&nt to reft us at our convent, which ftands on a hill without the 
fown. I defigned tahave ftaid there fome time, but underftanding the pilot would fail 
up toAblana, ‘which is a better harbour, I fuffered myfelf to be tempted to make ufe 


of that conveniency, being willing to put to fea again, as foon as I was afhore, becaufe 
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our monattery feated on a rock in a peninfula joined to the town by a fmall neck of 
land; fo that the fea ferves for an inclofure to the monaftery and garden, which I 
thought the fineft fituation of any convent of our order, the air being very temperate. 
T acquainted my companion that I intended to ftay there fome time, in order to return 
home through France, a more worthy object for my curiofity than Sardinia. The crew 
of our veflel, and*particularly the officers, who were all Italians, hearing of it, came to 
confeflion to me, exprefling how much they were concerned that I fhould leave them. 
They failing again for Sardinia, I refted eight days in that delicious place, and then fet 
out with two companions for Girona; fo that I faw almoft all Catalonia, which is a 
very fruitful country, and the people extraordinarily well tempered. From Girona I 
went to Higueras on the borders of Spain; whence croffing fome mountains, I entered 
upon the earldom of Roufillon, and the firft town of it called Cerat. 

From Cerat I went to Touy in the vale of Perpignan, and I remember I there paffed 
over a river upon a bridge that has but one arch, the feet whereof reft upon two hills, 
fo that the middle of it is a prodigious height, and frightful to look down. T' hey fay 
there is not fo high an arch in all France, and for my part I muft own I have not {een 
any like it in all thofe parts of the world where I have been. J faw all the country 
about full of foldiers; and afking what might be the reafon, was told, that country had 
once belonged to the crown of Spain; but being fince under the dominion of France, 
and the price of falt being raifed, the people had revolted; for which reafon troops had 
been fent thither from Languedoc to quell them. 

Perpignan, which I faw next, is a fort royal feated on a high rock, encompafled by 
three lofty walls with good ditches, and well ftored with cannon. To appearance it 
hooks impregnable, yet the Moft Chriftian King took it after a fiege of eight months: 
which was the eafier for him to do, becaufe there is a very populous town adjoining to 
the fort; for had it been a fort alone without a town, eight months had not been enough. 
to ftarve the place, where they might have laid up three years provifion. Our monai{- 
tery there is without the town. : 

Having paffed the mountains, I came to Narbonne, through the midft of which there 
runs a wiver that falls into the fea a league off. ‘Fhe city is not large, but ver popu- 
lous, as are all the cities and towns in France. The churches are not beauti ul, but 
there is fuch a refort of people to them, efpecially upon holidays, that there is f{earce 
room for the prieft to turn himfelf at the altar. ‘The priefts of the church of St.Juftus 
are habited like monks. ‘The two fteeples have a notable echo, which is pleafant to: 
hear. 

Next I faw the towns of Languedoc and Provence that lay in my gpad, whereof I 
fhall fay but little. Beziers ftands on a hill in a delightful country, and well watered ; 
I went to the cathedral to fee tne archbifhop Monfigneur de Bonzy, a Florentine, but 
he was then abfent. He has been fince made archbifhop of Toloufe, and His Maft 
Chriftian Majefty’s ambaffador at Madrid. Yet the King allows him the revenue of 
his bifhoprick, till it is beltowed on another. In this church I took notice of a very 
large organ over the great gate, where there are only thofe pipes that appear outward 
in fight, the others being diftributed by three and three among the pillars, which makes 
the church fhake when they play, though it is extraordinarily great, which is a notable 
piece of curiofity. 

Tholoufe is a city worth feeing, for the great number of relics ktpt there, as alfg. for® 
its greatnefs, and the number of its inhabitants ; which made me take care not to go by 
the churches when mais or vefpers were ending, the throng being fo great that it would 
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Agde, an ancient town, where was held the council called Agatenfe. In our monaf- 
tery, which is on the ftrand, there is a miraculous image of our Lady; for the fea hav- 
ing three times {welled up to the town, has never encroached fince the image was placed 
there, but rather gone back, for which reafon it is called Noftre Dame de Gué. 

Arles, an archbifhopric, and populous enough. 

Martegues, a place curious to behold, for it is divided into four hamlets built upon 
the fea, with bridges from one to the other. We have two monatteries, one at each 
end of the town; in one of which there are fourteen religious men, and twelve in the 
other ; and there being none of any other order, they hear confeflions there, as they 
do in France, Spain, Germany, and fome parts of Italy. The only fupport of this town 
almoft is fifhing, there being eight hundred tartans for this purpofe, befides a vaft num- 
ber of little boats that cover a great part of the fea. 

Thence I went to Aix the capital city of Provence, and to Marfeilles, a confiderable 
town, and of great trade, yet not fo large as I had fancied it, The harbour is very 
handfome and fafe, more efpecially for barks and galleys, becaufe great thips cannot go 
in loaden. There I {aw twenty five galleys laid up clofe by one another, and in the 
midit of them the royal galley, which all veffels that come into that port falute with a 
gun. Hier ftern is finely carved, and gilt. True itis, the is not fo big as the royal gal. 
ley of Spain I faw at Carthagena, which carried the emprefs: this town has three forts, 
ae which the new one at the mouth of the harbour has three walls, and four on one 
fide. His Moft Chriftian Majefty has caufed the wall that inclofed the fide next to the 
hill to be thrown down to enlarge its compafs, which has brought our monaftery into 
the town, and will make it much more confiderable, being filled with a vaft multitude 
of people of all nations: feveral bodies of faints, and abundance of relics are to be 
feen there, particularly St. Andrew’s crofs. I went to fee the churches of St, Maximin 
and St. Beaume; they are places that infpire devotion, and draw tears from the hardeft 
hearts. 

I took fhip for Ciotat and Toulon, This is an indifferent town, but the port very : 
confiderable, and capable of receiving any number of the biggeft veffels: I faw the 
Royal Luis, which mutt be finifhed by this time, and carries a hundred and twenty 
guns; it has three galleries, and the ftern all gilt, as are the fides, head and cabins. 
‘The gilder that was about it told me they had already laid out three thoufand crowns 
in leaf gold. 1 took the opportunity of a veffel bound for Savona: the firt day we 
failed right afore the wind, and at night put into St,‘frompes; but the next day the 
bad weather forced us into a place where there were but two houfes, at a great diftance 
from the city Graffe, which ftands on a hill encompafled by other hills, fo that we could 
fearce fee it at fea, and therefore we muft either go thither, or ftarve. Finding m felf 
fomewhat hot of that which the phyficians at Marfeilles called a hettick fever, making 
me unfit to travel, I lay down to fleep under a tree, but hunger would not fuffer me 
to clofe my eyes. Being thus weary of myfelf, and not able to go to Graffe as the 
others did, 1 knew not what courfe to take, when God, who has always relieved me in 
diftrefs, as I have often found by experience in my travels, ordained that I fhould meet 
a perfon that to me feemed of fome note, and faid to me, “* Father, what do you here all 
alone?” My diftemper,” faid I, “ which you may difcern by my looks, has made 
me ftay here; but at prefent hunger torments me more than my fever.” He anfwered, 
“Lam come in that covered felucca you fee near that rock, and it is mine; I have 
caught fome pilchers, if you pleafe we will fup together.” The offer was very pleafing 


to me, as any man may imagine, and fo I followed him very readily. We went into 
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* for we have no bread: but bifcuit?" ‘ Any thing is good in the time of need,’ {aid 
I, “and I have been often without bread or bifcuit.”_ ‘That good man talked to me in 
Portuguefe, which I admired, being fo far from that country, and therefore I afked him 
whether he was a Portuguefe. He told me he was not, but that he had been there 
fome time. 

We began to eat and drink, without regarding that the fun fhined violently hot in 
our faces, hunger making me lay about me, and giving an excellent relifh to any fort 
of meat. Having eaten, and given thanks to Almighty God, we walked along the 
fhore difcourfing together ; I ftepped forwards alone to fee a dolphin that made a noife 
in the water, as if it had been fighting with another fifh, and was bufy throwing fome 
ftones at him. When I had done, I looked about and found that good man did not 
follow me, which made me turn back for fear he fhould be gone before I could return 
him thanks; but I fought him in vain, nor could I difeover the felucca. 1 went back 
to the place where it lay, and faw nothing, which put me almoft befide myfelf, And 
indeed when I reflect upon it, I cannot tell what to think. One thing I know, which 
is, that having carefully examined thofe that were left aboard our brigantine, whether 
they had feen that felucca that came to the fhore with three men in it; they anfwered, 
they had feen no creature, though they had been all the while afhore fifhing in that 
little creek. I held my peace, and in my heart thanked God, the fource of all that 
is good, for that he had been pleafed, without any defert of mine, to relieve me in 
that diftrefs, into which I had fallen for his fake. Whether it was by the hands of 
a man, or of an angel, I could not tell, but I felt an unfpeakable comfort ; and fuch 
it was, that had my health permitted, I fhould have certainly returned to Congo, fince 
I could ftill make ufe of my miffioner’s patent which was not yet expired. 

Next day. we went aboard, and zing Bore the wind, arrived near to Nice; but 
the port not being fafe, went on to Villa Franca, where I went to our monaftery, which 
looks like a paradife amidft fo many high mountains, and fo many uncouth rocks. 
Three days after, I fet out aboard a Genoefe galley, which carried me fafe to Monaco ; 
this isa place of confiderable ftrength, very pleafant and delightful. Thence I took 
the opportunity of a brigantine bound for Savona ; but we had like to have perifhed in 
a ftorm, and were forced back. I would not troft the fea again, after finding it £0 
mercilefs and uncertain, for fear left, after fo many dangers as I had gone through, I 
fhould at laft be thipwrecked in the very harbour. I thought the land would be more 
favourable to me, and making fhort journeys, took my way through Menton, St. Remy, 
which is as it were the patalite of Italy, Savona, Seftri di Ponente, and Genoa. 
the monaftery called the Conception, which is without that city, I expected my fupe- 
rior’s orders, having fent them an account of my return. A violent fever which held 
me forty days, had like to have done the work a heétic fever could not perform in 
three years. It was a comfort for me to be among my acquaintance, who did me abum 
dance of favours, 

During that time brother Michael de Orvieto came to Genoa from Congo, being 
fent to Rome by the fuperior, to reprefent to the holy congregation de propaganda fide, 
to what a low condition that miflion was reduced, moft of the miffioners a ina 
fhort time, and only three remaining in the whole kingdom. Hesbrought us news of 
the death of D. Alvaro King of Congo, and the ele¢tion of another as devout as he, 
Befides, he told us that the Blacks had eaten F. Philip de Galefiay a miffioner of sthe ° 
province of Rome, which happened in this manner ; the great men having obtained 
leave of the King to burn fuch forcerers as they could find, went to a place where they 
knew they were got together, and fet fire to their cottages. As foon asthe fame bepan 
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to rife, they fled, and meeting with F. Philip in their way, fell upon, killed and eae 
him ; which the Blacks who purfued them faw by the light of the flames, and carried 
the news to St. Salvador. This happened in the province of Sonde, where a duke who 
is the King’s fubject refides. 

Contrary to all expectation I recovered, and paffing through Piacenza, came to 
Bononia, where, God be praifed, I am at this time with fome reli€ts of my diftemper, 
left me by the great fatigues of my travels, thinking my time well enough fpent, if but 
one of two thoufand feven hundred children and youths I baptized, obtains falvation 
through my miniftry. F. Michael Angelo, before he departed this life, told me‘he 
had. baptized three hundred and fixteen ; and it is no wonder we fhould baptize fo 
many in fo fhort atime, the people being innumerable. A Black toldme that a Maco. 
lonte had got fifty-two children upon feveral women. God of his mercy preferve thofe 
that for the future fhall be appointed for this miffion, for fear if they fail, ail thofe 
people fhould turn Pagans. Be it all to the glory of God, whofe judgments are incom- 
prehenfible, and the means he ufes for our falvation various and wonderful in all 
* yefpects. I defire the readers to pray for thofe poor converted Ethiopians, that they 

may perfevere in the faith of our Lord Jefus Chrift, and that we may all together attain 
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* THE AUTHOR’s PREFACE. 


'HE author of our falvation Chrift Jefus, the only begotten Son oF God, defcending 
from the bofom of his Father to vifit our tottering manfions here on earth, never 
had greater defires than to teach us by his word and works the fecure and infallible way 
to heaven, and thereby to deliver us from the horrid and deplorable flavery defigned 
us by the devil and his minifters; and wherein we were all miferably involved by the 
fin of our firft parents. Hence it is, that after his moft glorious afcenfion, he com- 
manded his difciples to go preaching his moft holy word through all the habitable parts 
of the earth: and that im defence thereof, if neceffity fo require, they fhould be ready 
to fhed their deareft blood, which all the apoftles and martyrs have accordingly done 
in obedience to his moft holy commands, and for the good and propagation of the only 
true Catholic church. Now, becaufe the preaching of this word of God to a people 
that were wholly ignorant thereof before, was one of the greateft of {piritual undertak- 
ings, Father Francis da Montelione, a Capuchin Friar,.and native of the province of 
Sardinia, determined to go to Congo and other neighbouring kingdoms, to expofe his 
life for that purpofe ; and the rather by reafon that thofe people, efpecially the Giaghi, 
were fo far from paying any adoration to the true God, that they facrificed dire€tly to 
the devil; and what is yet worfé, their oblations were not fheep and oxen, but men 
and women. Being thus earneftly refolved, this Friar, inflamed folely by fervent 
charity, requefted of the facred college de propaganda fide, permiffion for himfelf and 
his companions to effect what he had thus propofed ; and to the end he might not be 
thought to have any regard to felf-intereft, he proffered to go gratis, thereby depriving - 
himfelf of what had always been accuftomed to be given by that college to miffioners, 
and trufting entirely to Divine Providence for fupport. Having obtained leave for him- 
felf, he further begged of the faid college that | might go as his companion, which 
roe likewife granted, I accepted the honour and great favour done me, though I was 
but little capable of fo difficult an undertaking, either iri refpeCt of my health or ability. 
‘What follows is the produdt of fome few years’ obfervations in thofe parts, which, 
though fhort and imperfect, yet I affure my readers is wholly true, and that efpeciaily 
which I have affirmed myfelf to have been an eye-witnefs of. = 
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AUTHORI PRO ARGUMENTO OPERIS. 


QUISQUIS amat Congi fines peragrare nigrantes, 
Africa et Lithiopum cernere regna, domus ; 
£thram flammantem, multiplex clima locorum, 
Diverfum tegmen corporis, atque togas ; 
Quadrupedum variam fobolem, variumque ferarum 
Ortum, ferpentum lethiferumque genus ; 
Nubivagas acium turbas, volucrefque loquaces, 
Fluminis et ponti fquamigerumque pecus ; 
Obliquos amnes, jucundo murmure rivos 
Currentes, vaftos aquoreofque finus ; 
Arboreos fetus, ridentes gramine ripas, 
Plantarum fylvas, fructiferumque nemus ; 
Multiplices frudtus, epulas, efcafque, cibofque, 
Quas humus Europe fundere noftra nequit ; 
Affecius, mores, naturas, pralia, ritus, 
Faéta, gubernaculum, jus muliebre fimul ; 
Eventus, cafus, praftantia mira fluporem 
Auribus ac menti, luminibufque fuis. 
Perlegat bunc librum, qua dixi namque videbit, 
Us proprid fpectans luce MEROLLA refert. 
Fr. ANGELUs pe Neap. Piccarpus. 
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"A VOYAGE TO CONGO, &. 


PART I. 


O*X the sth of May, in the year of our Lord 1682, and under the pontificate of His 
Holinefs Pope Innocent XI., we fet {ail from Naples in a felucca for Corfica and 
Sardinia, and arrived at Baftia the capital city of the former, on Whitfunday, where, 
meeting with a Genoefe fhip ready to go for the falt-pits, the wind being favourable, we 
immediately went on board her, and foon came up with a large Genoefe floop, with 
only three men on board. We hailed her, and begged of the majfter to tran{port us 
miffioners to the bay of Algheri in Sardinia, whither we were bound in queft of fome 
of our companions. Our requeft being readily granted, we exchanged our veflel, and 
coafted along the ifland, often endeavouring to enter the bay; but the wind proving 
contrary, were as often forced back to fea. We had recourfe to our prayers, becaufe 
in great diftrefs for want of proviftons: however the Divine Providence, that orders all 
* things for the beft,~faw it not convenient that we fhould be fo heard as to land where 
we defired ; and therefore, inftead of fuffering us to proceed on our voyage, we were 
driven back to a fmall port near the point. Here my companion, being well acquainted 
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2 lamb for charity of any fhepherd he could meet; as foon as he reached the top, he 
began to call out to us below with great earneftnefs, requiring us {peedily to come up 
to him; where, when we came, we plainly perceived that, had we turned the point, 
we had infallibly fallen into the clutches of a Turkifh corfair that lay there upon the 
catch, To be the better convinced of this, we took our glaffes, and found what he 
fhewed us to be real; befides that, fome coral barks he had chafed affured us of the 
truth of it. Then began our matter to lift up his hands to heaven, and to offer up ac- 
knowledgments with a'flood of tears to St.Francis for having delivered both him and 
his companions from fo imminent a danger on our account. 

The night following, the pirate being wholly out of fight, and we probably out of 
danger, we went again on board our {loop to profecute our interrupted voyage. In few 
hours after arriving at Algheri, we faw near an hundred Genoefe barks fifhing for coral, 
which, it feems, greatly abounds in thofe feas; as alfo for tunny-fifh, and feveral other 
forts, whereof there is great plenty. At our landing in the bay, we immediately dif- 
patched a meffenger to the fathér-guardian of our monaftery, to acquaint him we were 
come afhore, and to defire him to fend us a horfe to carry our baggage to the convent. 
Inftead of a horle he fent an ox, that being the beaft of burden commonly made ufe of 
in this country. “his feemed very ftrange to me, efpecially when+I under{tood that he 
was likewife a pad upon occafion, and all this by reafon of the extreme fmallnefs of the 
horfes ; which I was the more eafily induced to believe, when fome Portuguefe gentle- 
men told me that the fame was done in the ifland of Cabo Verde, fubje& to them, 
where there was a breed between oxen and fhe-afles, which they compafled by binding 
a frefh cow’s hide upon the fhe-afs, and this to the end that the cattle bred of them 
might be expeditious. The confideration whereof I refer to philofophers. 

In this city I ftaid about a month, waiting for my companion, who was gone about 
the ifland in fearch of the other miffioners, who were to go with us to the kingdom of 
Congo. During my ftay the bifhop of the diocefe made a folemn entry into the city, 
and thewed himfelf to be much devoted and well affected to our order ; for the next day 
after his arrival at his palace, he came to our convent to vifit us. Moreover, on the 
feaft of St. John Baptift, the patron of our church, he affifted with us at mafs. Like. 
wife, as a farther inftance of his favour, having been informed by fome of our brothers 
that I was going on a miffion to the Southern Afric, without any extraordinary provi- 
fion of neceffaries,- he gave me a letter of recommendation to feveral of his friends in 
Spain to fupply me with what I wanted; which kindnefs of his, as it happened, was 
of no ufe to us, becaufe we touched at no port in Spain. 

My companion returning, brought along with him only one friar, named Father 
Francis de Bitti, a preacher, the reft having been detained by fome bufinefs. All 
things being now difpatched here, and finding a fhip of Provence ready in the harbour, 
we immedivtely embarked and failed towards that country. The captain being nephew 
and brother to two of our order, ufed us very courteoufly, not only while we were on 
board him, but after our landing, inviting us to his houfe, where we ftaid for fome 
time ; and to complete his civility towards us, underftanding that the King of Portugal’s 
fleet waited at Villa Franca to carry His Royal Highnefs the Duke of Savoy to Portugal 
(whither he was going to folemnize his nuptials with the Infanta of that kingdom), he 
would needs take a felucca at his own charge to condué us to that port, where we foon 
after arrived, and were received with great joy and civilities bythe Portuguefe come 
manders, telling us that if we could not find conveniences elfewhere in their fhips, we 
might éblige them in accepting of their own cabins. PA 
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Our fuperior, Father John da Romano, comi from Genoa with Father Amedeo da 
Vienna, and a fecular prieft of Piedmont, we all fix went afhore to a convent of our 
order, where we remained three months, and had -every. week a charitable fubfiftence 
of two wethers, a {mall cafk of wine, and fufficient bread fent us by thofe gentlemen, 
befides other prefents made to the monaftery on our account. : 

The delay the fleet made to fet fail lafted in all fix months, and which was occafioned 
by the duke of Savoy’s falling fick, and growing worfe every time, he refolved upon his 
departure ; which politicians tell us happened through the providence of God, and for’ 
the benefit of Italy. 

Not before the 4th of Oétober, being the feaft of our glorious patron of St. Francis, 
did the fleet put to fea, the wind north. For our better accommodation our fuperior 
had ordered our company to go but two ina fhip. Himfelf and his Piedmontefe com- 
panion went on board the admiral, the count of St. Vincent commander. Land Father 
Amedeo were in the fhip called the Fifcal, commanded by Signior Gonfalo de Cafta; 
and the other two in Don Lewis Lobo’s fhip, named the St. Benedict. | This laft perfon 
had been viceroy of the kingdom of Angola in Ethiopia. His fingular piety and kind- 
nefs to us was fo remarkable, that I cannot omit giving one particular inftance of it. 

he 1{t of November being come, when we were to bid a farewel to flefh, and the land_, 

Portugal being in view, but which we could not reach that day, he fent a boat afhore 
on purpofe to fetch us refrefhment, to the end we might pals the laft day of our carnival 
with the greater fatisfaction. : 

On the 2d of November, being All-Souls-day, we entered the port of Lifbon about 
fun-fet. The waters here are a proportional mixture of falt and fweet ; the latter being 
plentifully poured out by the river Tagus, fo famous for its golden fands, and not un- 
~ like My ydian Pactolus, according to Juvenal and others : 
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Quod Tagus, et rutila Pactolus volvit arena.—Juvenar, 





Hic certant Pale tibi Duriufque Tagufque--—-Siv. Ita. 


Quodque fuo Tagus amne vehit, fiuit ignibus aurum. Ovip. 





. Here we were obliged to make ufe of a pilot, (this port being near as dangerous as 
the Fare of Meflina,) and that by the King’s orders, to prevent any more wrecks, too 
many having happened here already. This kindnefs is ufed towards friends, but as for 
enemies they are left to the mercy of many fharp rocks,. and of feveral well-fortified 
caftles and forts. 

Our veffel coming to an anchor, we entered our boats and landed, not at the ufual 
place Belem, or Bethlehem, by reafon of the too fwift eddy that ran there, but at the 
palace royal, between the hours of one and two at night. Not knowing the way to our 
monaftery, we endeavoured to get a guide, but there was none to be had, though a 
religious man that came with us, and was well provided, offered a confiderable reward 
to any that would fhew us the way. At laft a negro native of Congo'condudted us 
gratis, protefting the many favours and civilities his countrymen had received from the 
religious men of our nation moved him to it. As foon as we. came to the mo- 
naftery, after ringing-the bell, our.guide was ready to begone: we entreated him to 
accept of fome reward, or, at leaft, of a glafs or two of wine for a refrefhment: but 
though the people Sf that nation are immoderate lovers thereof, yet could he not be 
prevailed upon to accept of a drop, which made me have a more than ordinary affection 
for the people of Congo. ; 

Whhiltt 
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Whilft I was at Lifbon I vifited the houfe where St. Anthony of Padua was born: it 
- is now converted into a church ; and though rich in refpeé& of its ornaments, is good. in 
regard of its-{tru€ture, being both low, and built in the angle of a ftreet. 1 vifited 
likewife the parochial church and font of baptifm of the fame faint: the church is now 
called St.Engraca, which, after it had been many years building with a vaft expence, 
fell down, and was at this time ere€ting again. I likewife paid my devotion to the con- 
vent of the Canons Regulars, amongit whom St. Anthony lived for fome time, and 
whofe ftatue, in the“habit of this order, is placed over their high altar. Their church 
is alfo the chapel-royal, and the burying-place of the kings, and of feveral heroes of 
Portugal. ; 

T fhall not bufy myfelf in any farther defcription of this famous city of Lifbon, its 
worth being already fufficiently known, and its fituation admired. I fhall only add, 
that its port is fo large that it runs out thirty miles in length, though the bay before 
the city is but fix miles over, and that its cuftom-houfe is confiderably employed with 
entries of pearl, incenfe and ebony, from Arabia, ‘of rubies and emeralds from Ben- 
gala, of caffia and amber-greafe idee Ethiopia, of cloves, cinnamon, and nutmegs 

rom the Moluccoes, of flaves, ivory, and civet from Congo and Angola, of great 
varieties of filk and linen from India, of fugars, tobacco, and feveral forts of woo 
from Brazil, and of divers commodities from other places, which I have neither room 
nor leifure to enumerate here. 

Not having fpent above a month in this city, I looked out every day for a fhip to 
roceed onward on my voyage ; for this purpofe, I addrefled myfelf to a captain of a' 
ip, and defired of him to let me go as his chaplain to Brazil: he told me he could 

not accept of me as a chaplain, having one aboard him already, but go with him I 
might if I pleafed as a paflenger. I thanked him kindly for his proffer, but withal 
acquainted him, that my fuperior had commanded ime to go in no other capacity ; and 
fo I took my leave of him. 

It happened a little after that another fhip bound for Brazil, having paid off her 
chaplain and left him afhore, fet fail with all imaginable expedition; but fhe had not 
been many days at fea before fhe was toffed with fo violent a tempeft, and threatened 
fo many ways with deftruction, that fhe was glad of a turn of wind to drive her back 
again to Lifbon: the captain vowing never to fail again without his {piritual guide at 
whatever rate. Upon his landing therefore, being acquainted that fome of us had a 
mind to go for Brazil, he courteoufly recéived and promifed me all the accommodation 
his veflel could afford, my companions being already provided. This coming to the 
firft captain’s ear whom I before had applied myfelf to, he began, with what reafon I 
know not, to be in a great paflion, affirming that I ought not to have promifed another, 
fince he had firft proffered to carry me. The caufe of this ftickling about us I gueffed 
to be by reafon that we were to do our office at eafier rates, for Capuchins are to have 
only their table free: when by the laws of Portugal, a prieft or other religious perfon 
is to have not only his diet, but likewife a ftipend of fo much a month, and when he 
comes to land muft have moreover a houfe hired for him, and, three Carlinos a day 
allowed him. ‘This put the captain into fuch a paffion, that he threatened to challenge 
him-that had taken me aboard, and would have done it had net all the reft blamed 
and condemned his proceeding. ; 

The 1ft-of December we went on board, but for want of a wind could not fajj till” 
the 8th, being the feaft of the Immaculate Conception : we were in all five fhips, in 
two of which went our other two companions, Father Amedeo da Vienna and Father 
Francis da Bitti. Having left Lifbon, I wafted a farewel figh towards the beautiful and 
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happy Europe, and immediately after we fell into the gulph of Mares, fo called from 
the furious agitation of its waves. We had now over againft us the ifland of Madeira, - 
which Kefore its being inhabited was all over woody, and thence had its name Madeira, 
in Spanith fignifying wood, but after being difcovered, it was by fire rendered ex- 
ceedingly fertile. Its prefent inhabitants have a more than ordinary defire to a convent 
of our order among them; but for want of religious men thofe pious inclinations have 
been laid afide. Iam very fure that a gentleman of that ifland came once to Lifbon 
on purpofe to folicit that affair with the King of Portugal, at the requett of the devout 
inhabitants. 

From Madeira to the ifland of Palma are threefcore and ten leagues: this Palma is 
one of the Canaries, ‘and whither we muft go from Madeira with a {trong convoy to 
prevent pirates: from thence we may {ail forward unguarded, without any fear of danger. 
‘Thofe that are bound for Brazil fteer towards the height of Cape Verd, fituate in four- 
teen degrees of north latitude, and diftant from Palma about two hundred and fixteen 
leagues. Sailing near three hundred leagues more, you come into the torrid zone, 
and have the fun perpendicularly over your head. Hence the latitude of either 
pole is reckoned by degrees, each of which is generally computed at fixty leagues 5 
put becaufe the degrees may differ in many refpe@ts, I fhall leave their number of 
leagues undetermined. . 

Our voyage now was fo profperous, that every fhort {pace of time we found our- 
felves confiderably advanced: but notwithftanding,the many brifk gales of wind we 
had, the heat, by reafon of the propinquity of the fun, was ftill prevalent; and 
though we were in the midft of winter; made us confiderably fweat and languifh. At 
length by the grace of God we paffed the equinoctial, when it has often happened that 
others have been kept under it for fome time with no {mall prejudice to their health, 
and frequent danger of their lives. 

[think 1 fhall not much interrupt the thread of my relation, if I mention here a 
certain ceremony ufed by the mariners the day they cut the line. A fort of court is 
ere€ted among them, and by confent of the commanders: then two judges dreffed ac- 
cordingly fit at a table, where they take full cognizance of all fuch as have not yet 
paffed the line; thofe they find, they upbraid them with having lived fo many years, 
and not having yet cut the line; and then, as if it were a great crime, they mulé& 
them according to their quality: fuch as were not ready to pay their fines, or at leaft 
willing to offer fomething, are feized in a trice, and by a rope about their middles 
hauled up to the main-yard-arm, whence they are let thrice fucceffively into the fea. 
From-this punifhment or a fine none are exempt, and it is faid that with the latter they 
maintain a church. 

Whilft the winds gently played their parts, we now began to devote ourfelves to 
fgiritual exercifes, continually celebrating mafs ; morning and night we fing the Rofary, 
and in the evening the Litany. On holidays we had always a fermon preached by one 
or other of us. Our thip was dedicated to Our Saviour, the Bleffed Virgin, and 
St. Jofeph, which made us to celebrate the Holy Nativity with more than ordinary fo- 
lemnity. ‘Thofe merchants that were on board us not only adorned the altar with the 
richeft things they bad, but likewife hung the outfides of our fhip with feveral carpets 

and rich clothes, the air being at that time ferene, and the fea calm. Having juft then 

finithed my Lent, and it happening to fall out on a Friday, when we were obliged to 

faft by the rules of our order, Providence fo ordered it, that that very night a’ flying 

fith BE a confiderable bignefs darted again{t our fails, and dropt down into our hip? 

this fith, with a.great deal of pleafure, our captain prefented me, and which was — 
‘¢ ceive 
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ceived with no fmall thanks by me; for God knows how much I had fuffered during 
that whole courfe of my abftinence, flefh being the only provifion of our fhip, and 
my conftant diet boiled lentiles, bifcuit, and ftinking water. The difficulty of” getting 
fith I believe was partly contrived by the feamen on purpofe to make me break my 
Lent, they having often told me, that in fuch long voyages as this, there was no ob- 
ligation to abftain from flefh; but I thank God, notwithftanding their opinion, I {ti 
perfevered in my duty. 

On twelfth-day, about two in the morning, we difcovered a {tar fo large and lumi- 
nous, as is almoft incredible to believe: the captain declared he had never feen the 
like, though he had failed thofe feas forty times. This, faid others, may probably be 
that guide which on this day conduéted the Magi to Bethlehem. But for my part, I 
am of opinion it was no other than the planet Jupiter. 

During all this time we had but only one calm half day, and that the captain propofed 
to fpend in fifhing. Tere it is moft wonderful, that having caft the lead in that vaft 
ocean, and ten degrees from the line, we found but ninety foot water. Among other 
fifh we took one called the Dorado or Gilt-fith, and truly not without reafon, having 
perfeét rays of gold on his back, and being moreover excellent meat. ‘This feems to 
‘me to be the fith Martial fpeaks of in his thirteenth book, where he fays, 


Non omnis pretium laudemque aurata meretur. 


The prey this fith moft delights in is the flying fith, with which thefe feas greatly 
abound, and which is like to our fea-fwallows, and unlike them only in that it has a 
blue back: the flying fith has this particular unhappinefs, that it is neither fafe in ila 
air nor in the fea, being perfecuted by the birds in the former, and by the golden fi 
in the latter. 

On the 17th of January we arrived at Baia, or the city of San Salvador in Brazil, 
fituate in thirteen degrees of fouth latitude. The port of this city is not a little re. 
markable, whether it be for its capacioufnefs, or its fecurity for fhipping, the latter 
being occafioned by two mountains on either {ide the entrance of it, as likewife by its 
diftance from the fea. 

At our landing we met a widow carried in a net with a pole through it on the 
fhoulders of two black flaves, with morning clothes wrapped about them, and the 
net covered with a quilt, at the four corners whereof marched four women. {laves. 
This at firlt fight being a thing new to me, I took to be a corpfe going to be buried, 
and upon enquiry found it to be a Portuguefe widow. I thereupon demanded, «* Why 
being a Chriftian the had not a crofs carried before her ;” and immediately out of pure 
charity and devotion fell to faying the de profundis for her foul. ‘This occafioned an 
immioderate laughter in the ftanders-by, who began to gather about me, whilft I hang- 
ing down my head, and perceiving my miftake of a living woman for a dead, was glad 
to fteal off as faft as I could. 

‘The ordinary fort of thefe nets I fpoke of have only one pillow or cufhion in them 
whereon either to lie or fit : thofe for the women havea carpet under to fit on, and another 
over ; and the women flaves, whom they call Moccomas, being the fame that wait on 
them in their chambers, walk by their fides. ‘he richer fort 8f people have thefe 
coverings like to the tops of coaches, with curtains on each fide, but then the nets 
change their names to Palangas, and are much in ufe, not only in Brazil, but likewife 
all over Ethiopia. 

This city of Baia or San Salvador is the metropolis of all Brafil, and has both a 
governor equal in power to a viceroy, and an archbifhop. The fhores of this king- 
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dom are chiefly mhabited by Portuguefe, beginning at the river Della Plata, and extend. 
ing to that of the Amazons, as likewife up as far as poffible into the country. Be- 
yond, the natives have their refidence. ‘The principal traffic here is for tobacco and 
fugars, of which, every year, great quantities are fetched away by the Portuguefe 
fhips, and that not only from this city, but likewife down the rivers from San Francifco 
and Janeiro. . 

To uphold the fugar-works, a vaft number of flaves is required, as well to plant and 
cultivate the canes, as to provide fufficient fuel for the prodigious furnaces that are em- 
ployed both night and day: fome there are who have no leis than five hundred flaves 
tor this purpofe, and whofe labour is fo hard, and their fuftenance fo final, that they are 
reckoned to live long if they hold out feven years. - 

So great is the application of the Brazilians to this traffic of tobacco and fugars, that 
few or none take care to till the ground, or fow corn. Hence it is that all manner of 
provifions are exceflively dear in thofe parts. ‘Their bread is generally made of the root 
of the herb Mandioca: the way they have to propagate it is by tearing off a branch of 
it, and burying it in the earth, when in a fhort time it will caft forth a root, and fhoot 
up a ftalk and leaves like to our lupins, At certain feafons of the year they prefs the 
juice out of the ftalks and leaves by a fort of hand-mill, and that ferves them either for 
drink or broth. The fame cuftom is ufed likewife in the kingdom of Angola, and other 

laces. 
i Fifh is extremely dear in this country, there being but very few that apply them- 
felves to catch it. Fleth likewife is at a great rate, and that by reafon of the great 
diftance of paftures, infomuch that cattle often either die by the way in bringing, or 
elfe are harraffed to fkin and bone by their aie Water alfo, that neceflary ele- 
ment, is fcarce, and what they have is, for the moft part, brackifh; fo that a traveller 
in thefe parts muft of neceflity provide himfelf as well with this as with victuals. 

Fruit they have here of many excellent kinds, and which, though different from 
ours in Europe, yet is no lefs palatable and nourifhing. Among others, there is a fort 
of palm called Cocoa, whole nuts fhoot out with a ftalk in a clufter to the number of 
twenty, more or lefs, at the bottom of a thick crowd of long, fharp, and bending leaves, 
not unlike fcythes: each of thefe nuts is of the bignefs of a flaik with its ftraw cloth- 
ing, with two rinds, whereof the latter being fawed afunder, ferves for cups to drink 
out of. — Its fruit is of an excellent favour, and white as milk, but very fubftantial; in 
the midft of it there is about an ordinary glafs-full of liquor, which, while the fruit is 
green, is in greater quantity, though not fo pleafant, but, as they fay, cooling ; yet 
when ripe, they fay it becomes hot. This fort of palm is to be found in Ethiopia and 
in the Eaft Indies, and, in time of year, by tapping, affords a great deal of wine. 
Bere is another kind of fruit called Mamao, which grows on a tree moftly without 
Bianches, and whofe trunk is like to a beam adorned with leaves and fruit; each leaf 
produces its fruit like to melons and pumkins in fhew as well as tafte: the feed is like 

epper, and has fomething of the talte of it ;*the ftalks on which the leaves grow, are 
ong, like the fhoots of our vines in Europe, bowing with the weight of the large leaves, 
and four or five {pans long. 

Another fort of fYuit-tree is the Banana, but which may rather be termed an aflem- 
blage of leaves interwoven and twifted together fo neatly, that they form a plant about 
fift@en {pans high; at the top it throws out one clufter of fruit like to a bunch of thofe 
grapes which we, in Italian, call Corniole, and which is, of itfelf, a fufficient burden 
for one man: every berry of this clufter is about a fpan long, and as thick as one’s 
wrift, with a rind like to an orange. When the fruit is once gathered, you cut down 
the tree tn make it fnrant anew. infomuch that hens once planted. and thus ordered. 
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it will often be ready to offer a grateful return to its planter. ‘This fruit the natives cal- 
led Cacchio, and which, even while green, they gather and hang up in their houfes, 
where by degrees it ripens, and grows as yellow as gold: when dry, they cut it acrofs 
the middle, and it taftes much like to a dried fig of Calabria. The leaves of this plant 
are fo neatly ftreaked and fleeked, that one would think they were rather the work of 
art than nature: they fre generally about ten fpans long, and about three in breadth. 
Many are of opinion, and argue that thefe were the leaves our firft parents covered 
their nakednefs with, after tranfgrefling the divine precept in Paradife ; which is not 
unlikely, becaufe of their length and breadth before-mentioned, and becaufe in fome 
countries this fort of fruit is called a fig; and the Scripture tells us they made 
them aprons of fig-leaves; unlefs it were that fig, in India, which the Arabs and Per. 
fians call Mouz, and the Portuguefe the Indian fig, one leaf whereof ferves for a table- 
cloth at a feaft. 

The fruit Nicefi is much of the fame kind with the former, being produced by a like 
plant, and difagreeing only in, that thefe are fomewhat lefs. This fruit being cut’ in 
the middle, or any ways except in length, fhews a fort of fketch or rough draught of 
a crucifix, and which I take to be more wonderful than that of the fruit of the plant 
Baruth, vulgarly called the Paradife fig, wherein, when cut, is to be feen plainly the 
impreffion of the Greek letter tau, when in this our fruit is as. eafy to be difcovered the 
figure of our Saviour upon the crofs. 

For want of a conveniency to carry me farther up into the country, I was fain fome. 
times to rely upon the relations of others, but then I always took care to take them 
trom perfons of credit and naiives of the place. I was told that, higher up, there 
were vat woods of large citron-trees, which feems not improbable, if we confider the 
great quantity of candied citron-peel preferved, and brought yearly from thence. To 
ripen them, they bend down the tendereft branches of the tree, and cover the citrons 
with earth, whereby they foon become foft and yellow, and are pleafant to cat. 1 fur~ 
bear to mention the many fruits that are to be found in thefe woods, and will confine 
myfelf to {peak briefly of the trees. . 

The trees in the foreft are fome of them fo vattly great, that large boats, called, 
Canoos, are made out of them all of a piece. One of thefe I faw in the port of Baia, 
higher than one of our feluccas, as broad, and of length fufficient for ten or eleven 
men to row with long oars, having only the rudder added to it from another tree. This 
1 mutt tell you was fomething extraordinary, for commonly they row thefe boats with 
oars like fhovels, and that, ftanding more or lefs on a fide as occafion ferves. ‘The 
Indian fithers have other forts of boats made of reeds raddled together, and which ferve 
their turn well enough, for they value not the waters coming in, having no clothes to 
fpoil. In this country there is great quantity of the wood called Brazil wood, fome red . 
of the colour of porphyry, and another fort quite black like ebony. Here are alfo fome 
trees that diftil the true balm, others that produce a kind of oil, called by the natives 
Coppaiua, and which is an abfolute cure for gteen‘wounds, as likewife a remedy againft 
old aches, and good to comfort the ftomach. A third fort called Almefega, which 
difils a liquor like to frankincenfe, and ferves to heal contufions and bruifes in any part 
of the body, and moreover comforts the ftomach if taken inwardly.” There are alfo 
fome plants to be met with here named Bicoiua, or nutmeg, whofesjuice is a great 
selief againft, if not an abfolute cure for, fluxes and gripes. . 

Not many years fince cinnamon was firft ordered to be brought hither by the King 
of Portugal from the Eaft Indies, with exprefs command to the captains of fhips, that 
they thould deliver it to the reverend fathers of the Society of Jefus, who about four 
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miles from the city of Baia, have a marfh belonging to them, where it has thrived to a 
miracle. The birds likewife, by picking the feed, and dropping it about the country, 
have mightily contributed towards its increafe ; for when I was there, I faw many little 
trees of it in feveral places, and which could not have come thither by any other means. 
Alfo at my being there, the trees that were firft planted were begun to be flawed, and 
about fourteen pounds of the bark ready to be fent as the firft-frbits to the King. 

I imagine I fhall not much ftray from my fubject, if I give fome light here ito the 
origin of the natives of this country from a certain Francifcan writer, who writ in the 
Portuguefe tongue, and had his information from the Hollanders. He fays, that thele 
people came from the iflands of Swedeland, either becaufe of the great colds that reign 
there, or being thrown on thefe coafts by a tempeft. The Indian natives of Brazil 
have the name of Tabareos, and thofe born of a Portuguefe and a native are called 
Cabollos. ‘Phe former fort are of a brownifh complexion, have long ftraight hair, with 
little round eyes, and thick well-fet bodies of a middle fize: their clothing is no more 
than they came into the world with: they maintain themfelves with hunting and fruit, 
which is the reafon that they feldom continue long in one place, but wander about 
according to the feafons proper for that purpofe. Sometimes they feed upon man’s 
flefh, and that upon the following occafion : when any one of their relations or friends 
fall defperately fick, before he grows worfe they knock him on the head, and cutting 
his body to pieces, diftribute it amongift the reit to eat; alleging, “that it is much. 
more honourable for him to be devoured by them, than to be preyed upon by worms 
and infects.” And thus, as they have lived like beafts, fo, like beafts, they die. 

Iwas told by one Father Martin, a Capuchin, who had lived fourteen years in thofe 
parts, and was then fuperior, that thefe fort of people are very apprehenfive and docible, 
and that though they could not read, yet they would fing and affift at mafs and vefpers. 
This Father told me likewife, that he had brought over great numbers of them to the 
true faith, and that they were in appearance fo good Chrillians, that, when they were at 
church, (1 {peak this to our confufion and fhame,) they might be feen kneeling on both 
knees like flatues, without the Ieaft motion ; and though they heard any noife, not one 
of them would offer to look behind him, or fpeak the leaft word, thinking it a facrilege. 
He added further, that at firft he found great difficulties in learning their language, but 
that at length, in the fpace of four years, he made himfelf an abfolute mafter of it 

‘And becaufe that thefe people lived without a ruler and government, when he came 
among them, the fame Father chofe out the belt among them for their governor, and 
whom the reft readily obeyed. He then reduced them to our way of living, and 
brought them to eat their meat at due times of the day, whereas before the pot was 
always ready, and they did little elfe but eat and drink. He taught them alfo to plant 

_their Mandioca fpoken of before, and inftru¢ted them in the art of fpinning and weav- 
ing their cotton, to the end that they might conceal thofe parts which decency require 
fhould be hid. He told me likewife, that before that time he had met with but one 
among a great number that had any‘thing to cover his nakednefs, and that was given 
him by a iiffioner. 

This Father, in procefs of time, becoming perfeétly {killed in their language, and 
being moreover well-beloved by them, had a more than ordinary opportunity to incul- 
cate religion intorthem ; and which undertaking of his was likewife facilitated by their 
having no idols or worfhip among them at the time of his attempting it. Their notions 
of a deity are, that there are two great perfons much in favour with God, and they 
pray for them continually; but who thefe perfons are they cannot tell yet, which 
may be eafily excufed, in regard that fome of them believe nothing at all. How 


MEROLLA’S VOYAGE TO CONGO. - 208 


zealous they.are for their new religion may be feen by the following inftance: — 
A certain wizard, inftruéted perhaps in his hellifh icience by fome Blacks that 
had run from their mafters, was on a time feized by them, and carried before 
Father Martin, by whom, being fharply reproved for his wicked prattices, he was let 
go, on condition that he should forfake his horrid profeffion. But this readinefs of his 
to promife rather proceeded’ from want of liberty than from any inclination to recant ; 
infomuch, that in avery fhort time he relapfed into his former error, and was feized a 
fecond time by fuch as did not think fit to releafe him any more without the lofs of his 
head. This done, they dragged his body before Father Martin, to whom they addreffed 
themfelves in thefe words: ‘ O dear Father, you are too forward in forgiving ; thefe fort 
of people may prove a great check to the growth of our new religion, and therefore we 
have lopped off the head of this wicked wizard, taprevent his doing any more mifchief 
among us. Here are his head and body to difpofe of as you fhall beft think fit.”” And to 
give them their due, they are more than ordinarily careful to protec the facred truths 
eftablifhed among them. 

The flefh they eat is generally that of wild creatures, killed by them in great abun- 
dance with their bows; and efpecially of a fort of ferpent called Bomma, which they 
love inordinately. ‘This ferpent, after he has well filled his belly, falls afleep; and 
being fo found by the hunters, they dart their arrows into him, and kill him. They 
fay his fleth is exceedingly white, and well relithed, and in fatnefs much like a hog. 
After they have cut off his head, and torn away his bowels, they devour the reft of it 
greedily. At a certaM feaft in Baia, I obferved the windows, inftead of tdpeftry and 
arras, adorned with the fkins of thefe ferpents, as wide as that of a large ox, and long 
in proportion. . 

Father Martin having taken care that the Indian governor elected by him fhould pay 
obedience to the Portuguefe, it foon happened that a mutual commerce was ctablithed 
between both nations; and though the merchandize of the former was but of {mall re- 
turns, yet it neverthelefs ferved them to clothe their nakednefs, and to furnifh them 
with iron for their ufes, ‘The things they traded in were chiefly Brazil. wood, fkins of 
beafts, divers forts of monkeys, parrots of all kinds, and the like. Of thefe lait, the 
hens are called, in the Indian language, Coricas, and are obferved to be far more lo, 
quacious than the cocks, Araras are another fort ; thefe are about the bignefs of our 
capons, and have long tails of divers colours, The paroquets are equal to our thrufhes 
in bignefs, and generally green, whereas the others, for the moft part, are grey and 
crimfon. They all imitate the human voice when taught. : 

Apes and monkeys, likewife, they have of all kinds, but none without tails, One of 
thefe forts is very much efteemed; but no lefs. difficult to tranfport into any part of 
Europe, becaufe of the cold; they are called Sagoris, or Sagorini, are no bigger than 
dormice, and are kept in cotton in muffs. Thofe few monkeys. that are brought to 
Portugal are bought by the ladies there for about a piftole a-piece;_ and if they bé of 
both fexes, the price is much greater, and they ferve for a confiderable prefent. Thefe, 
and many other things no lefs curfous than gallant, are brought by thefe people to fell 
to the Portuguefe all along the coafts of Brazil. Such among them as have no genius, 
to trading voluntarily lift themfelves in the Portuguefe fervice for fo much a month or 
a year. 

Becaufe I have before begun to fpeak of birds, I will here giveYome fhort account af 
the oftrich ; if I may have leave to call that a bird, which is-:more beholden to ii8 legs 
than its wings, In this country the oftrich is called Hiema, and is of that largenefs as 

: may 


206 MEROLLA’S VOYAGE TO CONGO, 


may be gueffed at by the dimenfions of its egg: I have feen both young and old, little 
and great, of them: their feathers are of a light brown, and their wings ftrengthened 
by a double joint. They eat all forts of food, and will digeft wood and iron, both 
which they greedily devour. Their eggs they lay in the fand,; wherewith they cover 
them, I know not whether out of defign that it fhould ferve them for a tomb or z 
cradle; for it often happens that, not remembering where they have laid them, they’ 
by miftake hatch thofe of another, and the chicken is no fooner out of the fhell but-tt 
thifts for itfelf, When they run from you, they only raife one wing, and for the reft 
truft to their feet, whereon they have but two claws on each. They are fo fwift, that, 
provided they have the wind for them, (which they always take a great deal of care to 
procure, they will ont-run a horfe in his full career. When the hunters have a mind 
to take them, they always follow thgin full fpeed, and with a long hook ftretched forth 
catch them, if can, by the necks which, if accomplifhed, they foon conquer, and 
have enough to boatt of all the remainder of their lives. ; ‘ 

Before I leave Brazil to proceed on my voyage, I muft take notice of another fort of 
hunting there, and that not of animals by men, but, on the contrary, of men by animals, 
and thofe of the fmalleft fize. You mutt know, then, that here is a fort of worms almoft 
invifible, which are called, in the country language, Nigua, which, hopping upon men’s 
toes for fome time like fleas, afterwards penetrate the fkin, and hide themfelves between 
the flefh and nails of the toes. ‘This at firft gives a pleafant tickling, but at length they 
grow to the bignels of a vetch, and occafion a great deal of pain, reducing the patient, 
if not timely prevented, to a manifeft danger of either lofing his toMor foot. When they 
have thus entered the fkin, the onl way to get tid of them, and reftore the part, is by 
paring away the flefh, fo far at leaft as is infected 3_ for they are of a fort of venomous « 
nature, and will rot and corrupt whatever they lie long upon. For my‘part, I have 
experienced both the pain and the danger of them. But a certain French friar of our 
order was more particularly plagued with them 3 for had he not had fpeedy recourfe to 
a fkilful furgeon, he had infallibly loft all his toes. 

Some will needs have thefe worms to be one of the ten plagues of Egypt, ‘fent by 
God to humble Pharoah; and Father Michael Angelo de Guattini, a Capuchin mif- 
fioner to the kingdom of Congo, hints as much in a letter to his father from Fernam- 
buco. ‘ 

In the iflands of Cape Verde there is another fort of worms that penetrate the heel, 
and thence creep up under the fkin like a horfe-hair. The way to extirpate thefe is 
either to fearify the flefh as before, and fo {top their progrefs ; or elfe to feize them b 
one end, and by little and little to draw them out whole. Of this fort Della Valle 
{peaks in his travels; but his, it feems, were of a more contagious kind, and of a much 
longer fize. 

During my ftay at Baia, however diverted, my mind ftill ran on purfuing my 
voyage, and confequently my chiefeft bufinefs was to enquire -for fhips bound for 
Africa. We were but three of us, and heard of one, but that was not to depart 
in four months; therefore fo great delay could not at all fuit with our defires to 
be gone. At laft we lighted on a imack or brigantine, which was to fet fail the firft 
fair wind, and whofg captain proffered to carry us to Angola. His kindnels we 
readily accepted: but whilft we thought ourfelves fecure of a paflage, the governor 
of Brazil commanded him to tranfport nine prifoners in chains to Angola, ainongft 
whoni was his own fecretary, difgraced for fpeaking difrefpefully of his mafter ; 
and for his greater punifhment, chained by the leg and arm with a Black flave. 
The captain having received thefe orders, excufed himfelf of his promife to us, alledg- 
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ing that he had not room. in his fhip for us all, and therefore defired we would 
provide ourfe]ves elfewhere. ‘This, however, did not difcourage us, for we imme- 
diately applied-ourfelves to the governor, and begged of him to let part at leaft of 
the prifoners be left a-fhore, that we might proceed on our miffion. He was fo far 
from yielding to our requeft, that he commanded that we likewife fhould be gone on 
board, not caring whether there were any accommodations for us in the fhip or no. 
He was obeyed, but fcarce were we got out of the port, before the captain (whether 
moved by zeal or gold, I won’t determine) called me to his crew, and afked them, 
where we poor Capuchins fhould lie, alledging that it was both his and their duty to 
take care of us. And fo hoifting out the long boat, he put the fecretary and two other 
prifoners into it, and fent them afhore, and I believe he had done as much for the reft 
had they prefented him, by which means we got {ome accommodation. We after- 
wards heard that this fecretary proved fo great a thorn in his mafter’s fide, and fecretly 
raifed fo powerful a faction againft him, that in a fhort time he occafioned him to be 
feized and fent to Lifbon. This it feems has been a common prattice in the Portuguefe 
colonies at fo great diftance from court; for whenever they do not like a governor, 
they forthwith embark and fend him home, and he ought to be thankful if he efcapes 
fo. The fame has been fometimes done in the kingdom of Angola, and elfewhere in 
the Portugal dominions. If the fucceeding governor does not bring a general pardon 
for all delinquents, he is not admitted afhore; and this becaufe of their having once 
been called to account and feverely punifhed for want of fuch bolicy. 

Seventy-feven days Were we cooped up in this {mack without difcovering land ; but 
what moft grieved us was, that we could not fay in all that time that we had feen either 
Yky or fea, being kept down in the hold continually to avoid the rain or waves. To- 
wards the Cape of Good Hope we met a furious tempeft, whofe vehemence broke 
down part of our prow, and we faw ourfelves at death’s door ; but at length through 
God’s grace, and the diligence of the feamen, that danger was removed. All the 
while the pilot was extremely concerned that we faw no land, when by his computation 
it fhould have appeared at leaft eight days before. Neverthelefs,.at length we had 
fight of it, and found ourfelves much nearer to it than we thought we had been. Then 
began joy to fhine out in each man’s countenance, and a feaft was ordered throughout 
the whole fhip ; and the pilot was fo well pleafed, that he gave the feaman a pair of 
filk-ftockings who firft brought him news of the land. 

After this we put our boat to fea, and fome of the fhip’s company going in her a 
fifhing, had fo good luck in a very fhort time, as almoft to fill her with excellent fith. 
This fight furprifed me, and put me ing mind of the fea of Genefarette, where the 
apoftles, through our Saviour’s bleffing, had the like good fortune. We left the boat 
at fea all that night, faftened only with a rope to our fmack, and with two men in her, 
About five hours after night, a whale happening to pafs between the boat and the fmacky 
broke the rope in two, and fet the boat adrift; which was not.all, for the gave fuch a 
fhock to the veffel, as put out the light at the bittake, and the fteerfman being in the 
dark, we were in evident danger of being loft, and muft have inevitably perifhed, had 
fhe taken us acrofs the middle ofour keel. The night was exceedingly dark, infomuch 
that we could by no mearis difcover which way the men and boat were driven ; there- 
fore we furled our fails, and laid by, and at the fame time threw up fome fire-works 
in the air te ferve for a guide to thofe miferable wretches to find us; who at lenggh 
appeared, when we had given them over to be loft. 

Amongit other. fith obferved by me in thefe dangerous feas, is the fhark ; his nature 
is to follow fhips in hopes of prey. His head is like that of a dog, and his bignefs more 
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or lefs according to his age; “but generally at full growth as thick as an ox. He has 
a very large mouth, and a treble row of exceedingly fharp teeth. When he eats, his 
upper jaw only moves ; and man’s flefh is one of the greateft of his dainties. Our mas 
riners with a bait of falt beef took one of them, but in hoifting him up to the fhip he 
efcaped ; yet throwing in the hook fpeedily he was taken again. Having opened his 
belly, we found therein a great many of the bones of meat which we had thrown for 
feveral days into the fea; and whereby it appeared that he had followed us for fome 
time. I obferving that his heart beat long after it was torn from his entrails, took. it up 
and kept it till the next day ; when going to view it again, to my great wonder, it ftill 
panted. This fifth always fwims attended by a great many little ones of divers colours, 
and which fome will have to fubfift upon the fteam that flies from his mouth. Thefe 
little fifh are called by the Portuguefe Romeiros, which fignifies pilgrims. There is 
another fort of about a fpan long which ftick to him, with their bellies upwards, and 
nofes like nutmeg-graters ; thefe have the name of Pegadores, that is, ftickers, from 
this action, They are mentioned by F. di Gennaro, in his Sacred Oriental, lib. i. c. 7. 

That this fhark-fifh is more than ordinarily greedy of man’s fleth, may appear by 
the following inftance : — Our fhip having a brifk gale of wind moft of the way between 
Lifbon and Brazil, a poor mariner about break of day happened to drop off the yard- 
arm into the fea. At this accident the fentry immediately gave notice, which occa- 
fioned us all to come fpeedily running to the man’s affiftance ; fome threw overboard to 
him whatever planks they could find, whilft others endeavoured to tack about the fhip ; 
but all in vain, for being under fo full fail we made too much way. At lat finding 
all means to fave him fruitlefs, I caufed one to call out to him from the poop of the fhip 
to give a fign of confeflion ; which the unhappy wretch immediately did, by holding up 
his arm; which I perceiving gave him abfolution, and then he foon funk. Not long 
after I fpied a fhark-fifh, half above and half under water, rather flying than fwimming 
towards the body ; which was a terrible fight to all, but more particularly touched me 
to the heart. 

Another fort of fith we faw, whofe name is Bonitto, as large as the lantern-fith, and 
ofa yellow and green colour; but which the more pleafing it was to our fight, the 
more pernicious it would have proved to us had we eaten of it, for it caufes fudden 
death, which makes the fifhermen as foon as taken to throw it away. 

The birds that fly moft about in thefe feas are Alcatraci, a fort of fea-gulls as big as 
geefe, of a brownith colour, with long beaks, wherewith they take fifh: and which 
they feed on, either upon the furface of the water, or after they are up in the air. 
At night when they are difpofed to fleep, thgy dart themfelves aloft as high as poffible, 
and putting their head under one wing, {upport themfelves for fome time with the other ; 
but becaule the weight of their bodies muit needs force them down again at laft, they 
eno fooner come to the water but they retake their fight, and both which being often 

‘ repeated, they may in a manner be faid to fleep waking. Oftentimes it happens that 
they fall into the fhips as they fail, and into ours there fell two one night, and one 
another ; thofe that know the nature of them, farther fay, that in time of year they 
always go on fhore to build their nefts, and that in the highelt places, whereby they 
facilitate their flight, having but hort feet, and thofe large like unto a goofe. Of this 
we made an experiment upon them that fell into our fhip, and found that being left at 
lierty upon the plain deck, they could by no means raife themfelves, 

Before we had a fight of the Cape of Good Hope, we faw feveral other birds called 
Velvet-fleeves, as large as geefe ; exceedingly white, and with long black bills. Thefe, 
like the pigeons out of the ark, were as fo many meffengers to inform us that the land 
was at hand. their cuftom beine a davs to flutter about unon the waves. and at niche 
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to return to the fhore to reft; the fight of them makes the feamen leap, and cry out 
for-joy like madmen. . 

There are alfo other figns of land being near, as thofe they call the Caravels of Bri- 
‘any, being weeds, or rather reeds like the Indian canes; or rather like grafs, but as 
thick as one’s finger, thrown out by the rivers, and which feem at a diftance to bea 
{mall ifland fixed in the ocean, being met fometimes an hundred miles at fea. Whilft 
we failed along the coafts, fome of the feamen would needs thew me a great crofs cut 
in a mountain, and which they told me was made there long before thofe countries were 
‘difcovered by thg Europeans. But notwithftanding all the diligence I could ufe, with 
the help of a prOfpettive glafs, I could not perceive it by reafon of the great. motion 
of the fhip. I afked them who was fuppofed to have introduced this fign of our falva- 
tion among{t thofe ignorant pagans ; but they could give me no manner of fatisfaction. 

Now we are coafting along the fhore of the Cape of Good Hope, I imagine it will 
not feem any ways improper to difcourfe of fomething relating to the inhabitants of this 
country. By the relations of many, thofe people are faid not to have the gift of human 
voice, but to underftand each other only by a fort of hiffing tone, and motion of the 
lips; likewife that whatever pains have been taken with them, they could never 
hitherto be brought to fpeak articulately. Inftead of clothing in winter-time, they 
generally anoint their bodies all over with a certain liquor diftilled from a tree; and 
which the better to fettle upon their fkins, they bedaub themfelves fufficiently with wild 
oxen dung, which when dried and hardened, cannot be eafily got off. ‘When they 
would take off that crufted coat, they do it with hot water, which leaves them naked 
as before, as they go in hot weather, and eat much flefh. Which makes me fay with 
Ovid in his De Triftibus, lib. v. el. 7. 


Sive homines, non funt homines hoc nomine digni. 


The Portuguefe call them Papagentes, that is, men-eaters, on account of fome acci- 
dents that have happened there, one of which that was told me I will infert. 

In one of the ports formed by nature, where there are many on thefe coatts capable 
of receiving two or three thoufand fhips each, a certain veffel came to an anchor; the 
captain with fome of his crew going afhore well armed, and happened to ftray a little 
farther than ordinary from his companions, faw two women entirely black and naked 
carrying of wood. ‘Thefe women, at the fight of a white man, began to ftand Mill; 
which we perceiving, and being willing to encourage them, threw them down feveral 
trifles, fuch as fine knives, glafs, coral, and the like. At this they immediately caft 
away their burdens, and fell to gathering up the toys, leaping and dancing about the 
captain. ‘This pleafed him fo well, that he was refolved to have as much of it as he 
could, and for that end fquatted himfel down on the grafs, They perceiving his 
fecurity, continued their gambols for fome time; but at length one of them feizing 
him behind acrofs the arms, and the other catching up his feet at the fame time, flew 
away with him with fuch dexterity and fwiftnefs, that it was impoflible for his com- 
panions, who both faw and heard him ery out, either to refcue or come near him. 
Being deprived of all hopes of recovering him, they thought it advifable to return to 
their fhip, where they refle&ted on the barbarous banquet thofe, rather beafts than 
human creatures, were to make that night. 

To confirm the probability of this ftory, Father Michael Angelo de Guattina relates 
in a letter to his father from Loanda, a city in this country, that whilft he was failing 
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afhore to eafe himfelf; but {carce was he out of the long-boat before he leaped back 
again with great furprife and amazement, having it feems difcovered behind a rock, 
abundance of fith drying at a great fire, by which he underftood the Papagentes were 
not far off, and put him into fuch a fright, that he never thought of the bufinefs he 
went about in three days after. ' 

Another ftory I have heard as follows :—The captain of a certain fhip having been in 
a great ftorm, drove into one of thefe ports to repair his damage ; his paflengers going 
athore to look about them, difcovered at a diftance a fort of fea-montfters like unto 
men, and that not only in their figures, but likewife in their actiqns; for they faw 
them plainly gather a great quantity of a certain herb, with which "they immediately 
plunged themfelves into the fea. Having obferved what fort of herb this was, the 
paffengers gathered feveral bundles of it likewife, and laid the fame upon the fhore ; 
the fea-monfters returning, and finding it ready gathered to their hands, took it up 
and plunged into the fea as before. But, O the great example of gratitude that reigns 
even in the deeps! ‘Thefe creatures knowing themfelves to have been obliged, forth- 
with drew from the bottom of the fea a great quantity of coral, and other fea-herbs, 
and carrying them afhore, laid them in the fame place where they had found the herbs. 
This being repeated feveral times, the paffengers thought thefe creatures endeavoured 
to exceed them in benefits; and therefore asa great rarity, fcarce to be paralleled even 
in rational animals, they refolved if poffible to take them. For this purpofe they pro- 
cured a net from the fhip, and pitched it in a proper place; but though their defign 
fucceeded fo far as to take them, yet could not they hold them, they fhewing them 
another human trick, which was by lifting up the net and making their efcape, never 
appearing there after as long as the fhip ftaid. 

‘Another relation I have had made me, which may not be improper to infert here :-—~ 
The Portuguefe, for the conveniency of failing thofe ftormy feas, would needs fome 
years fince make a certain experiment on thefe parts. For this end they brought from 
Lifbon fix or eight condemned perfons, and left them in one of the three points of the 
Cape of Good Hope, with provifions of all things fufficient for a year. Thefe men 
they commanded to take ftué notice of all mutations of feafons, of the climate, the 
land and the fea; and withal enjoined them to let nothing pafs of any moment each day 
they were there; promifing them withal, that if they obferved thefe their commands, 
they would come the next year and fetch them away, and give them their liberty to- 
boot. Thefe wretches being thus left, inftead of efcaping deftru€tion, met a more 
than common fate by thefe means ; for in a fhort time, through the exceffive cold that 
reigns there, more than in any other of the points of the faid Cape, they were all 
frozen to death. At the return of the fhips, the laft of them that furvived having 
obferved many particulars, and related the manner of his other companions’ deaths, 
yas found frozen to a ftone with a pen in his hand. The laft thing remarked by him 
was, “ That the greateft fire was fcarce capable of overcoming the moft intenfe cold 
of this country.” But all this I muft fubmit to the reader, having’ it only by hearfay, 
and not having experienced it myfelf.’ 

‘After three or four days failing along thefe coafts right afore the wind, we entered a 
port in the kingdom of Banchella, or Banquella, a conqueft of the Portuguefe. Here 
the people, through a bad temperature of the air, which infeéts their vi€tuals, have all 
the countenances Gf death, fpeak with broken voices, and as one may fay, can fcarce 
keep their fouls between their teeth. Our arrival being but juft known, the vicar- 
general came to vifit us at one o’clock in the morning, bringing along with him feveral 
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were at firft furprifed; but after we came to know that both he, and four of his 
brethren, had been bred in our monafteries, that wonder ceafed. This vicar may be 
faid to be general only over himfelf, there being no Catholic prieft in all this country 
but he. : 

Some years paft there was another miffion of our dider into thefe parts; but becaufe 
the chief man gave no good example himfelf, few of the Blacks were converted, and 
thofe that were gave but little attention to what was taught them, giving for reafon, 
“* That if the law of God was fo negligently obferved by Whites, how could they be 
expected to practife it more deyoutly?” The laft two of the friars employed at that 
time, died marty?s to their lenity ; for they chufing rather to admonifh than correét, 
to exhort than reprove a certain great man of a fcandalous life, in about eight days 
time died of poifon, thereby terminating both their miffion and their lives: the truth 
of this ought not to be doubted of, becaufe it was the common talk when I was there, 
‘The other Pagans that live up higher in the country, lead the infamous life of the 
Giaghi, a people that hall be {poken of more at large hereafter. 

As foon as day-light appeared we went on fhore to return thanks to Almighty God 
for our fafe arrival. Here the firft thing I obferved was, a great abundance of date- 
trees, which it feems of all Lower Ethiopia flourifh moft in thefe parts, though in 
goodnefs they are far inferior to thofe of the eaft. 1 likewife took notice of many 
arbours and walks of vines, which, by reafon of the moiftnefs of the earth, fprings 
being every where near the furface, produce grapes twice a year in great plenty. 
Neverthelels no wine is made, becaufe the exceflive heat that reigns here would rather 
putrify than purge it. Every houfe hereabouts has fpring-water, it lying not above 
two foot deep; and which is the greater wonder, by reafon that it is fo near the fea. 

If this country abounds with bad men, it is no lefs productive of good beafts. Of 
elephants here are many, which with their ivory teeth bring great profit to thofe that 
take them. The elk likewife, that fo much defired and falutiferous beatt, is frequently 
to be met with in thefe parts; and which for the virtue of one of his feet, has de- 
fervedly obtained, in the Congolan language, the name of Ncoco, fignifying The 
Excellent Beaft. It is only called in Spain La Gran Beftia, or. the Great Beaft.. The 
way to find out in which foot the virtue lies, is by knocking him down ; when to re- 
cover himéelf of the blow, he will immediately lift up that leg which is moft efficacious, 
and feratch his ear. “Chen muft you be ready with a fharp fcymitar to lop off the 
medical limb, and you fhall find an infallible remedy againft the falling-ficknefs trea- 
fured up in his claws. Peter Cobero Sebaftian fays, in his travels, that he has feen 
iany of thefe beafts in Poland. Thofe feen by me were of about the bignefs of little 
alles, of a brownith colour, with-long broad ears hanging down like to thofe of Englifh 
{paniels. 

In thefe woods may alfo be found another creature, called by the natives Engalla, 
and much like unto a wild boar: the two tufks of which beaft being reduced to* 
powder, expels fevers, evacuating by way of fweat the malignity of the diitemper, 
‘This powder being likewife made up with the juice of a palm-tree, called Mateba, com: 
pofes an admirable antidote. Here is alfo the unicorn, called by the Congolans Abada, 
whofe medicinal virtue being fufficiently known, needs not to be taken notice of. 
Thefe unicorns are very different from thofe commonly mentioned sy authors; and if 
you will believe what I have heard fay, there are none of that fort sow to be found. 
A Theatine miflioner to the Eaft Indies told me, at his return from Goa, that he had 
endeavoured to get one of thele lait, but whatever diligence he ufed, he could by no 
means obtain it. He added moreover, that he had heard feyeral of the Eaftern people, 
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éfpecially the Chinefe aftrologers, fay, that according to their computations thofe uni- 
corns all died the fame day that our Saviour died. What allufion thefe can have to oyr 
Saviour may probably be from their chaitity, but I muft leave all to my reader, who 
will condemn and approve as he thinks fit. The unicorn or Abada of this country 
commonly arrives to the bignefsf an ox, and the ntale only has a horn in his fore- 
head: thefe have the fame virtue as the other fort, if taken young, and before they 
have coupled ; for the old ones lofe much of their virtue by coupling. 

‘Thefe forefts likewife breed another four-footed animal called Zebra, not unlike a 
wild mule: the fkin of this creature is fo beautiful, that one would rather take it for a 
fine woven filk than a hide: its beauty confiits of feveral equidiftant ftreaks (four fingers 
broad) of white and black, bordered on both fides with ruffet. This animal is no lefs 
fwift than beautiful, infomuch that if the natives can but tame one of them, no price 
is thought too great to offer for it. Our fuperior, Father da Romano, amongft other 
things, fent feveral fkins of this beaft as a prefent ta the great Duke of Tufcany. 

’ Here are alfo abundance of another kind of beafts, called by the Negroes Impellan- 
che, of about the bignefs of the foregoing, and in colour much like to what we call 
in horfes a forrel : thefe have ftraight twifted horns, by the feveral degrees of which 
wreathing, their age comes to be known. They have, in like manner, fome refem- 
blance of a mule; their flefh is white, and would be more in efteem were it not fpongy 
and infipid; but in rutting time, fay the natives, it ought by no means to be eaten, 
for fear of doing harm. The fame is reported of the wild goat, that if it be eaten 
when it is luftful, it caufes fuch a rot in the feet that the toe-nails drop off. This is 
held to be fo infallible, that it can never mifs. An inftance whereof happened in my 
time, in the following manner :— Some hunters having taken one of thefe goats, ful- 
pected of being in the aforefaid condition, brought it to our monaftery at Sogno to fells 
our Fathers not knowing the nature of it, eat part of it, referving the reft for another 
time. This coming to the count’s ears, he came in mighty hafte to our convent, with 
a numerous attendance, and going direétly into the kitchen, he commanded all the 
flefh to be thrown away, the veflels that it had touched to be broken, and would more- 
over have fet fire to the houfe as infectious, had not our Father remonttrated to him in 
an humble manner, “ ‘That they were fenfible of no harm it had done them, and that 
they verily believed there was none to be feared upon that occafion: as alfo, that 
whatever mifchief had formerly happened, it was rather to be attributed to fome other 
accident, than to any peftilential quality in the goat.” With thefe and the like reafons 
they at length prevailed on the count to depart, without doing them any farther 
damage. When thefe wild goats are old, there are certain ftones to be found in their 
bellies, not unlike to Bezoar ftones, and whereof thofe produced by the male are of 
the nobler kind, being experienced remedies in feveral cafes, efpecially in that of poifon. 
At the firft taking them out, they are foft and tender, but having been a-while in the 
air they begin to harden, and in a fhort time become perfect fione. They muft be 
taken as foon as ever the bealt is killed, otherwife they will foon diffolve. 

Another fort of beafts in this country are the Impanguezze, fo called by the natives : 
thefe are a kind of wild cows, whereof fome are red, others afh colour, and fome quite 
black: they are all very fwift-footed, and have a pair of exceeding long horns in their 
foreheads. Wheri they are wotnded in the chafe, like wild bulls or buffaloes, they 
immediately face the affaulter, and if he does not inftantly take care to fave himfelf in 
{Gime tree or other, inftead of killing, he will be in no common danger of being 
miferably killed. The fiefh of this beaft is very well relifhed and fubftantial ; its mar- 
row is an infallible remedy againft cold humours and aches: of its {kin the Negroes 
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make targets, which will refift the fwifteft force of an arrow, fo that if a man ftands 
bowing behind it he is altogether fafe. 

It is‘now high time to leave the wild beafts to range in the woods, and to come to 
fpeak of a certain brutifh cuftom thefe people have amongft them in making of flaves, 
_.which I take not to be lawful for any perfon 8f a good confcience to buy here, 
* Every one of thefe Negroes takes to wife as many women, be they flaves or free, it is 
no matter, as he can poffibly get: thefe women, by his confent, make it their bufinefs 
to charm men to their embraces, which, when they have done fo as to make them 
commit the aét, they prefently accufe them to their Barracan, fo they call their fup- 
pofed hufband, who, feigning himfelf to be in a great rage, immediately runs and 
imprifons the lovers ;. afterwards, in a fhort time, fells them to ftrangers, without being 
fubjeé& to any account for fo doisig: with the money he has thus unjuftly got, he 
buys other fhe-flaves, which are permitted to do the fame thing ; fo that from time to 
time he is fuffered to go on in this wicked round without any manner of controul. Of 
thefe women I fancy ‘Tibullus fpeaks, when he cries out, 


Ah crudele genus!’ Nec fidum femina nome.- 
Ah pereat ! didicit fallere fiqua virum, 


There are others who, not by means of women, but of themfelves, going up into the 
country through pretence of jurifdi€tion, feize men upon any trifling offence, and fell 
them for flaves. 

The current coin of this kingdom is little bits of glafs coral, brought hither by the 
Portuguefe, and which the natives call Mifangas : this they. make ufe of not only for 
money, but likewife for ornament, making of them both bracelets and necklaces. The 
forts and houfes of the Whites here are compofed of wood and clay, after this manner + 
two rows of ftrong pofts are fixed in the earth, about two fpans afunder, and joined 
together at top by feveral tranfverfe pieces of a fmaller fize. The fpace between thefe 
rows is filled up with clay well beaten, and fmoothed within-fide and without, and 
which being chequered with creafes, feem at firft-fight to be a ftone-wall. The roofs 
are made with reeds, laid over rafters, as with us. This is ali I could obferve of this 
country, having been but one day in it, and that in a continual hurry- in preparing for 
our farther voyage. 

After our departure hence, in four days fail, we reached the port of Angola, the 
utmoft end of our defires, on the 6th of May, in about a year from our leaving of 
Naples. 

Lreferve the defcription of this city of Angola for another place, intending at pre- 
fent to fpeak only of its port: this is as fecure as famous, being formed neither by 
art nor nature, but only by chance, having a long flip of fand thrown up by the fea, 
and forming a plain ifland, about ten leagues in length, about a mile from the city, 
behind which the fhips ride: the entrance into it is by two narrow paflages at the 
extremities of the flip. Here all the drinking water ufed in the city is taken up, and 
the greateft wonder is, that it is frefheft at the flood, and falteft at the ebb. Here, 
and no where elfe on thefe coafts, are caught crabs and lobfters, as likewife Cuttle fith, 
and thofe little fhell-fith called Zimbi, which pafs for money. Heretofore the King of 
Congo referved the right of fithing for thefe only to himfelf, bat now the Portuguele 
ufurp that liberty upon him, In the aforefaid pleafant ifland, the citizens of Angola 
delight themfelves as much as the Neapolitans do in their retirement at Pofilippe: for 
this purpofe they have feveral little houfes there, which being intermixed with verdant 

trees, 
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trees, afford a very delightful profpe&. They likewife cultivate the earth in that ifland, 
which being well watered, proves not a little fertile. 

Being got into port, and our arrival known, the governor immediately gave notice 
thereof to our Father-fuperior, who forthwith fent Father Jofeph da Seftri, and Father 
Francis da Pavia to bring us a-fhore. At our landing inthe city, I could perceive joy 
in every countenance on the occafion, and which was feconded by the great civilities 
fhewed us by the citizens ; for as we paffed by their houfes, they not only fent us 
umbrellas to defend us from the fcorching heat, but likewife to honour us. Being come 
to the church, our Fathers fang Te Deum for our fafe arrival. For eight days together 
we received vifits and treats from the principal perfons of the city, in return whereof 
we prefented them with fome fmall relics brought from Italy, which ‘were neverthelefs 
accepted with a great deal of devotion and thanks. The accuftomed ceremony ufed at 
the arrival of miffioners or a prefect, was not fhewn for us, by reafon that we were 
only three. The ceremony is this: —- No fooner is the news fpread abroad that there 
are feveral Capuchin miffioners come into port, but our brethren, accompanied by the 
nobility and gentry of the city, go out to meet them: having received them into a 
barge, they conduct them a-fhore, where are pofted a great number of White finging- 
boys, drefled like Capuchins, who, going before in proceffion, fing all the way, to the 
church, and afterwards perform Te Deum there: then the governor, and all the clergy 
and laity of the place, come to pay them their refpedts. ; 

In about a fortnight’s time I was obliged to depart from hence, with fome of our 
Fathers, who, although they had been here above nine months, were not yet gone out 
on their miffion, and that by reafon of their expeéting the heat fhould abate, which it 
feems it is wont to do about this month of May, juft contrary to our country, where 
the cool wWather begins with September rains. Father Jofeph Maria da Baffetto, a 
man of great learning and experience, chofe me for his companion in his miffion to 
Sogno, and afked me of our perfeét, Father Paul Francis da Portomauritio, Though 
I found myfelf not altogether recovered of my laft fatigue, yet confidering the cafielt 
way of travelling was by fea, as alfo that this miffion of Sogno was not only the 
ancienteft, but likewife the beft we had, through the commodioufnefs of its river, and 
the difpofition of its inhabitants, I readily confented to accompany this Father ghither. 
Hereupon the day appointed for our departure being come, we went on board’a fkiff, 
and in four days arrived at the mouth of the river Zaire, the port of Sogno. At 
our entering this river the wind blew fo hard, and the waves rofe fo high, that we 
were not a little afraid of being loft. At length having weathered the firft point, we 
fpied fome fifhermen, reddy, as we thought, to aflift us, but expected to be called ; 
yet we taking them for heathens, and fearing, that inftead of helping they might 
rather hinder us by their forceries, gave them no fign. 

My companion conjured the winds and feas, but I having faid my prayers betook 
myfelf to an oar, at which I tugged heartily for fome time, till at length, by the fole 
mercy of God, we were courteoufly received into the embraces of the river. After 
having paffed the firft reach, our fouls began to revive, and we took pleafure in cafting 
our eyes about towards both fhores, which feemed to be ftrewed with vegetable 
emeralds; or might be taken at firft fight rather for the induftrious workmanthip of 
Pallas, than the capricious produé of nature. ‘The water alfo appeared more like a 
eryftal caufeway, than any part of the inconftant elemenj, As we rowed along the 
winding banks of this river, we were continually fhrowded with trees called Mangas, 
not unlike the royal laurels: thefe trees, at the joining of each branch, fprout forth a 
long hanging root, which at length reaching the mud and taking root, fhoots up anew, 

and 
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and in a fhort time of one tree forms a kind of a little wood, in a manner that you 
can hardly diftinguifh the fackers from the plant, I was fhewn one of thefe trees, 
quite withered and decayed, and was informed that a certain bifhop of Congo, having 
been ill-treated by fome of thefe people, made the fign of the crofs upon it, whereupon 
_dt immediately dyed, like the fig-tree curfed by our Saviour. 

Although my bufinefs fhoufd be to write only what I obferved in my voyage, and 
not to take notice of other matters, yet cannot I forbear fpeaking of fome particulars 
telating to this large and famous river: its mouth then is about ten leagues wide, though 
fome writers will needs have it to be Hae but their miftake I prefume arifes from 
including the mouth of another branch of it, not far diftant from the former. | The 
waters of this river are fomething yellowifh, by which they are known above thirty 
leagues at fea, and which was likewife the caufe of. this country being firft difcovered ; 
for the King of Portugal, Don John II., having fent a fleet under the command of Don 
Diego Cano to make difcoveries on this fouthern coaft of Africa, that admiral gueffed at 
the nearnefs of the land by nothing fo much as by the complexion of the waters of Zaire 5 
and putting into it, he afked of the Negrocs what river and country that was; who not 
underftanding him anfwered, “¢ Zevoco,” which in the Congolan tongue is as much as 
to fay, I cannot tell; from whence, though the word be corrupted, it has been fince 
called @airo. After this on one of the points of this river the Portuguefe firft planted 
a crofs of fine marble, which fome time after being found out by the Hollanders, they 
out of envy broke it to pieces; neverthelefs fo much remained of it when I was there, 
as to difcover plainly the Portuguefe arms on the ruins of the bafis, with an infcription 
under them in Gothic charaéters, though not eafy to be read. 

The firft difcovery of this part of the world by the Portuguefe happened in the year, . 
fo fortunate for them, 1485, and becaufe they had been fo courteoufly received by the 
Negroes, and admitted among them with fo many tokens of love and affection, this 
kingdom of Congo has never yet been fubjected by the Whites, when it fared quite 
contrary with the queen of Singa and others. The firft religious perfons that fet foot- 
ing there, were three Dominican friars, as is teftified by Father Maffeus a jefuit, in the 
firft book of his hiftory of the Indies. One of thefe was killed by the Giaghi at the 
time when they over-ran the kingdom of Congo, and routed the Congolan army under 
the co@fju& of their general Zimbo. This barbarian of a conqueror amongit other 
fpoils feized upon the facred veftments and utenfils of this unhappy friar, and not con- 
tented with the bare poffeffion of them, would needs ridicule and profane them by 
putting them on, as likewife by appearing at the head of his followers with the chalice 
in his hand. As for the other two miffioners, they died in a fhort time after their 
arrival, through the exceffive heat of the climate, which is often fatal to us Europeans. 

‘To thefe fucceeded twelve Francifcans of the order of Obfervants, who were carried 
hither By the fame Don Diego Cano in his third voyage into thefe parts. Some attri- 
bute the whole converfion of this country to thefe Fathers, not allowing that the three 
that were there before, through the fhortnefs of their continuance, could have time to 
do any thing towards it. But for my part I am of opinion that it is next to impofhible, 
thofe who had been fo courteoufly received, and who found the people fo eafy to be 
wrought upon, fhould not convert many of them before they died. Likewife it is cer 
tain that the friar that was killed by the Giaghi had been chaplain to the Congolan 
army, and confequently was in a poft to do with them even what he pleafed. Never- 
thelefs not to carry the argument farther, let me be allowed to fay, that it is probable’ 
the firft friars might fow the feed, and that the laft were thofe that cultivated and caufed 
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Several other evangelical labourers had been fent out from time to time into this 
vineyard, and at length, at the requeft of Don Alvaro fixth King of Congo made to 
Pope Urban the Eighth, that His Holinefs would be pleafed to fend fome more Capuchin 
miiffioners into his kingdom, there were others fent with letters patent from the faid pope 
in the year 1640, although through the many rubs and difficulties they met with, partly 
eccafioned by Philip the Third King of Spain’s death, aif the feizing of the crown off 
Portugal by the Duke of Braganza, they did not arrive till the year 1645, which was ~ 
under the pontificate of Pope Innocent the Tenth, and in the reign of Don Garcia the 
Second, {ucceflor to the before-named Don Alvaro. Thefe Fathers entering the river 
Zaire, the firft place they landed at was the country of Sogno, where they were received 
with extraordinary demonftrations of love and joy by the people, and efpecially by the 
count, who went out to meet them many miles from. the place of his refidence, and 

" affifted with them at mafs With great devotion in the church of Pinda, a town near the 
mouth of Zaire, adorning their altars moreover with the richeft furniture in his ward- 
robe. Hitherto flocked an infinite number of people upon this occafion, as well out of 
curiofity to fee thefe new apoftles (whofe awful deportment filled them with wonder 
and amazement), as to vie with each other which fhould thew moft obedience to the 
gofpel. But this is no wonder, fince the firft converts made by the aforefaid Francifcan, 
friars were the Sognefe, and who {till feemed to have lively impreffions left upon #hem of 
their former inftructions. ‘The firft that were baptized among thefe Negroes were the 
count and one of his fons, whereof the former had the name given him of Don Ema- 
nuel, and the other of Don Antonio. ‘This Emanuel dying, befides the funeral com. 
monly made for other counts, he had a particular ceremony paid to his memory every 
year after, and which I myfelf have more than once performed on his account. After 
the count of Sogno, the King and Queen of Congo, together with their eldeft fon, were 
prevailed upon to be baptized, the two former taking the names of Don John and 
Donna Eleonora, the King and Queen of Portugal, and the latter that of the King’s fon 
the Infante. Thus began the Chriftian faith to be firft eftablifhed in thefe parts, and 
which has been all along fince maintained through the grace of God, and by the labours 
of feveral poor miffioners fucceffively fent in the fervice of the gofpel. 

But let us return to {peak farther of the river. Zaire. This river is commonly faid to 
tak its rife in the kingdom of Matamba, fubjeét to the queen of Singa, which ggingdom 
being altogether governed by the female fex,- 1 may number it among thofe naflons de. 
fcribed by Claudian in Eutrop. lib. i. v, 323. ‘ 





Medis, levibufque Sabie 
Imperat hic fexus, reginarumq; fub armis 


* Barbarie pars magna jacet. 


In this Matamba there is a vaft colleGion of water, which dividing itfelf into two 
peincipal {treams, one runs through Ethiopia, and’is this river Zaire, and the other flows 
towards Egypt, being the Nile: this laft was formerly adored by the Egyptians as a 
god, and that becaufe of their being not able to find out its fource, imagining that there- 
fore it had none. JI believe the caufe why they could not difcover its head, was by 
yeafon they could not go far up it, being hindered by the cataraéts which fall in fuch a 
dreadful manner, that they at the fame time offend both the eye and the ear. In this 
yaft lake before-mentioned, before it divides itfelf into the aforefaid rivers, are to be 

found feveral water-tnonfters, amongft which there is one fort which differs from human 
kind only in want of reafon and fpeech, Father Francis da Pavia, one of our miffioners 
jiving in this country, would by no means believe that there were any fuch monfters in 
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this lake, affirming they were‘ only illufions devifed by the Negroes; whereu on the 
queen of Singa being informed of his infidelity, invited him one day to go a fithing for 
them : fearce had the fithermen thrown in their nets, but they. difcovered thirteen upon 
the furface of the water, whereof they could neverthelefs take but one female, which was 
with young. The colour of this fifh was black, it had long black hair and large 
upon very long fingers, which perhaps were given it by nature to help its fwim- 
ming: it lived not above twenty-four hours out of the water, and during ail that time 
‘would not tafte any the leaft food that was offered it. ; : 

Throughout all the river Zaire there is to be found the mermaid, which from the 
‘middle upwards has fome refemblance of a woman, as in its breaft, nipples, hands, and 
arms, but downwards it is altogether a fifh, ending in a long tail forked: ite head is 
round, and face like to that of a calf: it has a large ugly mouth, little ears, and round 
full eyes: upon its back it has a large hide tacked, perforated in feveral places. This 
hide or fkin feems to have been defigned by nature for a fort of mantle to cover it, 
being contrived either to open or fhut. The ribs of this fith are proper to ftaunch 
blood, but the greateft of its phyfical virtues lies in two little bones in its ears. I have 
eat of this fith divers times, and it feems to be well-relifhed, and not unlike {wines-fleth, 
which its entrails likewife refemble. For this reafon the Negroes name it Ngullu 4 Mafa 
(the water-fow), but the Portuguefe called it Peixe Molker (the woman fith). Although 
it feeds on the herbs that grow on the fides of the river, yet does it not neverthelefs ever 
go out of the water, but only holds its head out. For the moft part it is to be taken 
only when it rains, for then the water being difturbed it cannot fo well difcern the - 
proach of fifher-men. ‘Thofe that go to take them have a little boat for that purpofe, 
an which they paddle up foftly till they come to the place where the fith lies, and which 
they know by the motion it caufes in the water; then having a lance ready, they imme- 
diately dart it with all their force into her, and if through the fmallnefs of their boat, 
or for want of ftrength, they cannot hold her, they let go the lance, and leave the fith 
at liberty, well knowing that being exceeding! long the lance mutt neceffarily difcover 
where the flies with it. But if on the other hand they can maintain their ftroke with 
another lance, they dart a fecond time, by which means at laft they eafily tire and take 
the fith. After the fame manner, but with lefs trouble, they take pilchards, which are 
fat, and & large as herrings, and they have no other way to take them but this, I 
fhould have told you what fort of fafhioned lances thefe were, becaufe they differ fome-\ 
thing from ours of Europe; they have a very long round ftaff made of wood, but as 
hard as iron, round, and fo thick, that as many darts are made faft to it a fmall diftance 
from one another, that they take up fix or feven {pans in compafs. 

There is alfo in this river the water or fea-horfe, as large as two land ones: he has 
fhort thick legs, round feet, a large wide ‘mouth, with a double row of hook teeth, 
and long tufks befides in the lower Jaw, like to thofe of a large wild boar, with which, 
when he is in fury, he tears whatever comes near him. As I was once failing along 
this river, I faw one of thefe horfes floating near our boat, and neighing like a horfe, 
of which he has great refemblance : a-nights he goes afhore to feed, but, in the day- 
time, he keeps for the moft part clofe in the water; but wherefoeyer they are, the ra 
male is always at hand, in whofe defence the male fights defperately ; and when the. 
female is with young, or has lately dropped her colt (which fhe generally does in the 
fens where there is but little water), the male is moft furious, and, being exceedingly 
jealous, will affault the barks as they pafs along the river, and fometimes, if they be 
fmall, overturn them with his heels: this makes thofe that know his Nature, to avoid 
the marfhes at that time, not caring how far they go about, fo they can but have their 
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paflage fafe. The time to hunt them is a-nights, when they go to feed upon the land: 
then the hunters block up their way back to the river with boats, and afterwards wait 
for their return. Being returned, they let fly their arrows at them like hail; but woe 
be to him that happens to be in any one of their ways after being wounded, for he will 
then afluredly tear him to pieces, if they have not trees to fave themfelves on, 

they generally take care to procure. Sometimes thefe creatures will fly away after they 
are wounded, and, not finding a paflage open to the river, will run to the next preci- 
pice, and leap off from thence into the water, whereby they break their legs, and then 
are eafily taken. The flefh of thefe animals is little valued, being generally efteemed 
food for the meaner fort of people, allowed by divines to be fifh {becaufe they live and 
breed in the water, though they feed on land. The yard of the male, and the two 
ftones found in his ears, as large as hen-eggs, are good to diffolve the ftone, as well in 
the kidneys as the bladder. ‘This laft is likewife a remedy againft a ftoppage of urine, 
being pulverized and diffolved in fair water, and given about a fpoonful at atime. As 
I was once going up this river, I obferved in a low ifland hard-by, feveral {mall houfes 
fet upon flakes, about ten foot from the ground, with a ladder at the door to draw up 
and Jet down. © Having inquired what thefe meant, I was told that they were built. in 
that manner to prevent the inhabitants from being injured by the fea-horfes, that always 
feeds thereabouts a-nights. The like fort of houfes I have feen near the forefts> to 
prevent the ravage of lions and tigers : but what makes me wonder moft of all is, at 
the name of thele fea-horfes, it being their nature to keep always out of the falt-water, 
which they hate and cannot fubfift in. 

Here are no crocodiles as in other rivers, but there are neverthelefs feveral kinds of 
excellent fith which are taken various ways, though never in any great number, by 
reafon of the flothfulnefs of the inhabitants, who are naturally enemies to hard labour. 
The right of fifhing with nets is wholly referved to the prince, who neverthelefs is ac- 
cuftomed to give leave to do it to any that will afk it of him ; and when he wants fith, 
he fends his fervants with his own nets for it. 

Having failed up this river, about midnight we arrived at the town of Pinda, twelve 
miles from the fea. Landing immediately, we retired to a church, the firft built here 
by the Portuguefe, and dedicated to the Virgin Mary, whofe ftatue of baflo-relievo is 
conftantly worfhipped every Sunday by a vait number of Negroes who flock hither for 
that purpofe. Here likewife was formerly a convent of our order, but by reafon of the 
badnefs of the air, being too near the river, it was thought advifable to remove it to 
the city of Sogno where the count refides, about two miles off. Hither we went next 
morning with a great deal of willingnefs, though I could not fay I had wanted for fatis- 
faction all the way I came up this river. Being got to our convent, the count came im- 
mediately thither to congratulate and welcome our arrival, and that more efpecially on 

+ account of my companion, who had been there three years before. After his vifit, he 
ordered us a prefent of feveral things of the product of the country. In this our con- 
vent we found only one prieft named Father Paul da Varefe, and he returned to Loanda 
in a few days in the fame fkiff that brought us ; there remaining then with us only a 
lay-brother, one Leonard da Nardo, an old man of a good life, and extraordinarily 
well verfed in thescuftoms of the country, through the long ftay he had made there. 

We now began forthwith to apply ourfelves to the bufinels of our miffion, and it fell 
to my fhare to celebrate the firft mafs; but not knowing much of the language, I could not 
pretend to preach in public. I therefore haftily compofed a fhort fermon, and preached 
it in the congregation adjoining to our church, which confifts of the better fort of per- 
fons, and who generally underftand fomething of Portuguefe. Out of fome of this 
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congregation it is that the counts are moftly chofen, provided they are of the Sangre de 
Cadera, as they call it, which is an expreffion borrowed from Portuguefe, and fignifies, 
* the blood of the throne.” My companion always preached publicly every holiday ; 
but we were fain to fay mafs late, becaufe of the count and his followers, who never 
came till then. He always came in great pomp, being better attended than any prince 
ithe Lower Ethiopia is wont to be. The fifth Sunday after Whitfuntide it happened, 
fhiat when I was juft ready to come out to fay mafs, the count came in. My compa- 
nion, and fuperior, prefently fpied him, and, turning to me, bid me preach that der- 
mon in public which I had prepared for the private congregation, that the count might 
not go without a fermon on that day. I began to fhrug up my fhoulders, and to excufe 
it, not thinking myfelf yet qualified to fpeak in public ; till at length he bid me obey, 
and God would affift me. I began mafs; and after the Gofpel, the ufual time of 
preaching, took for my text the words of the commandments, “ Thou fhalt not kill.” 
From this text I took occafion to inveigh againft wizards, who bear a mighty fway in 
this country, proving, “ That it was much worfe to kill the foul, by inclining it to 
diabolical illufions, than to murder the body.” Now, becaufe I often repeated the 
word “ kill” in my fermion, the people began to give a great hum. I neverthelefs 
went on, and was rather encouraged thereby to exaggerate the heinoufnefs of the 
offence, than affrighted from fpeaking againft it, But the more I raifed my voice, the 
greater was the murmur, I might have faid clamour ; the count only all this while con- 
tinued filent. At length the fermon being ended, and the fubftance of it explained by 
the interpreter, according to cuftom, I and myfuperior were in a thoufand doubts about 
this humming. We inquired of every one we met concerning it, yet none durft fatisfy 
us therein; but all went away {miling. When all the reft were gone, we took one 
into the houfe, and treating him with aqua-vite and roll-tobacco, intreated him to tell 
us the caufe of the difturbance in the church, believing it could not be caufed by the 
fermon, in which nothing was to be condemned, either as to the fubjec& or language. 
“ The difcourfe,” faidthe, “ was moft excellent, though not defigned by the Fa- 
ther ; for the people, though not well fkilled in the Portuguefe language, imagine that 
the Fathers-miffioners know all that has happened, and that hum was a token of their 
approbation, they having taken his words in another fenfe.” « Pray tell me what has 
happened,” faid F.Jofeph: «I will fo,” replied he ; ‘ but take notice, there is no lefs 
penalty than death for him that difcovers it to the miffioners, and, therefore, Your 
Reverence muft take care that you do not make me lofe my life.” Being affured we 
would keep his fecret, he proceeded thus :—* Your Reverence mutt then know, that 
in the time of holy week, Father Paul da Varefe officiating in the church, great multi- 
tudes of this principality flocked hither from all parts to join with him in devotion, At 
the fame time the devil, who is never wanting to promote his intereft as often as he 
fees occafion, took the opportunity to put it in the count’s and his relations? heads, that 
feveral of this congregation, under pretence of religion, were met together in a treache:" 
rous defign. Hereupon a great number of the count’s vaflals and friends being affem- 
bled to with him a merry Eater, that prince ordered them to fee the oath taken (what 
this oath is fhall be explgined hereafter) by fuch and fuch as he then pointed out, in 
three feveral places of his dominions, and whereby,” continued he “ there are many 
already dead, and more and more die thereof every day.” “Is it ib? quoth Father 
Jofeph: ‘for the future you fhall have no reafon to fear any more dying by thefe 
means. “ Neither {hall you,” faid he to the Negro, be in any danger for your difcovery 
of thefe devilihh practices.” The fecond mafs after, the fame Father preached, and. re- 
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fuming the fubje&t which I had been upon before, took occafion from thence to hint 
fomething againft this fcandal. 

Towards night we both went to court, and defired private audience of the count ; 
which was readily granted us. The firft that began with him was my companion Fa~ 
ther Jofeph, who warmly reprefented to him, “ That being a Chriftian, he had 
haved himfelf like a Pagan, commanding thofe poor people to take fuch a devilifh of 
on a groundlefs fufpicion.” ‘To this fmart charge the count at firft gave no anfwer, 
being no doubt furprized with fo unexpected a reproof; but inftead thereof, though a 
Black, became almoft pale, and thereby convinced us at the famte time both of ‘his 
guilt and remorfe. This ftrange and fudden alteration put me in mind of what the poet 
faid of Queen Dido: : 

Maculifque trementes 
Interfufa genas, et pallida morte futura. Vine. 1. 4. Avery. 


s¢ T cannot believe,” added the Father, ‘ that Don Antonio Bareto da Silva (fo was 
this prince’s name) could do this of his own head, but rather imagine it to have been 
contrived by his counfellors or relations.” The poor count immediately fell on his 
. knees, weeping and lamenting like another David before Nathan the prophet, and con- 
fefling his crime in the following words : — ‘“* Truly,” faid he, “ Thave been exceedingly 
to blame, in ordering fo barbarous a teft of my fubjeét’s loyalty ; but fince I have finned 
like David, like him I alfo beg pardon.” To which Father Jofeph replied in the 
words of St. Ambrofe fpoken to Theodofius the Emperor ; “ fince you have imitated a 
king in his fin, follow him in his repentance.” The effle&t of this was, that the count 
the fame night countermanded his orders, and thereby all further mifchief was pre- 
vented. 

The aforefaid oath, Bolungo, is adminiftered to the fuppofed traitor, by a fort of 
wizard called Cangazumbo, who making a certain compofition out of the juice of 
herbs, ferpents’ flefh, pulp of fruit, and divers other things, gives it to the fuppofed 
delinquent to drink, who if guilty (as they tel! you) will immediately fall down in 2 
fwoon, or trembling, to the ground, infomuch that if they did not prefently give him 
an antidote, he would infallibly die away; but if not guilty, no harm would happen 
to him. A manifeft and. open cheat this, though not difcovered through the blindnefs 
of this people ; for the wizard, in cafe he has a mind to acquit the accufed, omits thofe 
ingredients in the compofition which he puts in where he defigns to condemn him. 
-This order from the count was an abfolute new thing, and never pra¢tifed before ; for 
he had commanded every one of his fubjects, not excepting any, to go to one of thofe 
three places where thefe minifters of the devil refide, and there to undergo a teft of 
their loyalty, after the following manner : —The fuppofed traitor was made to look into a 
great vat of water, wherein if he fell he had immediately his head ftruck off; butif he 
was innocent, he came away fafe and found. Whence it proceeded that they did or 
did not fall, time muft difcover ; but they that performed this work being heathens, 
it is to be fuppofed that they poifoned the water. ; 

Now we are upon the fubjeét of thefe oaths or tefts, give me leave to inform you of 
feveral other forts now in ufe among thefe wicked people: one of thefe is called Chi 
lumbo, and which might rather be faid to be applied than adminiftered ; for the per- 
fon accufed hath s red hot iron pafled over his naked leg ; which if it caufes any blifter, 
Ke is forthwith thought guilty; but if not, he is releafed. The deceit of this is, that 


ifthe patient be determined to be acquitted, the fubtile wizard has a certain preparation 
a concealed: 
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concealed in his hand, of an exceedingly cold nature, with which pale gently over 
the part, the fire when applied there oes its force ; but if he be to be found guilty, 
that remedy is omitted, and then the iron is left to caufe its effect. 

The following paflage happened when I was in my miffion at Bengo in the kingdom 

, of Angola, on the account of my health:-——-The fon of a Mulatto being fick, was 
“ordered by a phyfician to be let blood; and a flave of his that had been a furgeon, 
undertaking to perform the operation, through an unfteady guidance of his lance 
happened to prick an artery, whereby foon followed a gangrene, and in a fhort time 
the patient died. The father of this youth fuppofing that the flave had done what he 
did on purpofe, refolved to have him undergo the trial of Chilumbo, and thereupon 
immediately caufed him to be feized and carried to one of thofe three before-mentioned 
places where the wizards live. This done, he was foon brought to the teft, and had 
not only the red-hot iron paffed over his thigh, which burnt him miferably, but the 
enraged father likewife, not contented with what he had already fuffered, would needs 
bind him hand and foot, and after that thruft a flaming torch feveral times into his face. 
The knowledge of this coming to my ear the next day, by means of a courier belonging 
to the bifhop of Loanda, who likewife heightened the fat, alledging that the Mulatto 
had moreover burnt the flave alive, and afterwards thrown his afhes into the river ; 
I told the courier that I could give no credit to what he related, unlefs he would brin; 
two witnefles to vouch the truth thereof. Hereupon they were prefently produced, 
but could only affirm, that they faw the Mulatto thruft the torch feveral times in the 
flave’s face ; and that they afterwards heard he was burnt and thrown into the river. 
Upon thefe depofitions I ufed all the means I could to get the wizard into my power, 
that had performed this hellifh ceremony; but found it impoffible, becaufe he had 
fufpected 1 fhould be informed of it, and fo fled away. The next thing I had to do 
was to catch the Mulatto, which I foon accomplifhed by the diligence of fome {pecial 
friends. Being brought before me, he accofted me after this manner: ‘ I would fain 
know,” quoth he, “ for what reafon I am brought before you ?” “ For having wickedly 
burnt your flave,” faid I. ‘ That is not fo,” anfwered he, “‘ for he is yet alive.” 
“ Bring him then hither,” faid I, ‘‘ that I may fee whether he be or not.” Hereupon 
he immediately ordered fome others of his flaves to bring him in, which they forthwith 
did, but bound after that barbarous manner, that it was impoffible to loofe him without 
cutting the cords. Then I demanded of the Mulatto, why he ufed his flave fo barba- 
roufly. He anfwered, ‘ For having murdered his only child.” ‘“ That. was his 
misfortune, rather than his fault,” faid I, “ and therefore you have not done what you 
can juftify.” “ T will juftify it,”’ faid he, “* before any magiftrate whatfoever.”” ‘ Then 
you fhall do it,” replied I, “ to the bifhop of Loanda.” And accordingly I ordered 
both him and his flave to be fent away to that city. I afterwards heard that the faid 
bithop had difcharged the flave, but fhut up his matter in prifon till he had fatisfied for 
his offence. : : 

There are many other fpecies of this teft of Chilumbo, but which I fhall only hint 
at here, they having been more at large defcribed already by Father Montecuccolo in 
his Hiftorical Defcriptions. 

The fecond way. of adminiftering this Chilumbo teft is, by taking a tender and foft 
root of the tree Banana, which is put into the mouth of the petfon accufed. Now if 
this root ftick to his mouth, and make him feem to be eating of fomething clammy, 
then he is immediately thought guilty, and worthy of a ea or if it happen 
otherwife, then is he forthwith difcharged. 

The 
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The third way is, by eating the fruit of a certain palm called Emba, which yields 
oil; this being firft talted by the wizard, to fhew that there is no danger in it to the 
innocent, is afi wars poifoned and given to the perfon intended to be conviéted ; but 
if that perfon be wary, and has a mind to come off fafe, he mutt greafe the fifts of 
the diftributers, and by thofe means may efcape. 

The fourth trial is, by a pot of boiling water, into which the wizard throws a-ftone, 
or any other thing of the like nature, and then takes it out himfelf with his naked hand, 
ordering the reft to do the fame; they that take it without being fcalded, are fuppofed 
innocent, whereas the contrary declares their guilt. 

The’fifth, and which is chiefly praétifed in the kingdom of Congo, is to clap feveral 
{nail-thells to the accufed perfon’s temples; where, if they ftick, he is condemned, but 
if not, difcharged. Let the reader judge if there may not be any fallacy in this way, 
or not. 

The fixth, moft in ufe among the Blacks, is to light a torch made of a certain 
bitumen diftilled from trees, and to quench the fame in water; and afterwards to give 
that water to the fuppofed criminal to drink ; which, if he be guilty, will do him harm ; 
but if not, will caufe no alteration in him. . 

The feventh is practifed only by {miths, who are fometimes wizards, and is called by 
the natives Nole Fianzumdu. “The manner of adminiftering this Chilumbo, is by heat- 
ing an iron red-hot, and afterwards quenching it in water as before; which water is 
immediately given to drink to thofe that take the oath. Now, if it is obferved that 
they cannot eafily get it down, as it fometimes happens, through apprehenfion only, 
then are they pronounced guilty without any farther proof; or elfe, by their eafy fwal- 
lowing of it, difcharged. ; 

Others make this trial, by the water wherein their lord’s feet have been wafhed, and 
which is called Nfy-a-mafa. The reft of the kinds I fhall omit fpeaking of, for the 
reafons before-mentioned, 

There are other ways of difcovering theft and forcery, as likewife for abfolving any 
that have taken the aforefaid oaths. 

As for the firft, a fubtile wizard is commiffioned with the name of Nbaci, who takes 
a long thread in his hand, either of linen or woollen, and holding one end himfelf, 
gives the other to hold to him who is the fuppofed thief. This done, he applies a red 
hot iron to the middle of the {aid thread, and if it burns, the delinquent is-fined to 
the value; or, if the theft be great, he is made a flave ; but if otherwife, abfolved. 
Whether the devil has any hand in this I cannot decide, not being thoroughly acquainted 
with the matter of faa. 

Concerning the fecond, to difcover who has been dealing with the devil, they make 
the following experiment :—The root of a certain tree called Neafla, is diflolved in 
water ; and, after diffolution, that water is put up in veffels, and given to the peafon 
accufed to drink. Afterwards he is delivered into the hands of feveral ftrong men to 
mifufe, and fhake about in a manner, that in a very fhort time he falls down in a fwoon ; 
fome imagine that this is rather occafioned by poifon given him inftead of the faid root. 
This tree is pretty tall, and of a red colour, and has a wonderful virtue for curing the 
tooth-ache and fore gums. It is likewife extremely pernicious to birds, who fly from 
it ;. for if they fhould‘once fettle on its boughs, they would immediately fall down dead 
to the ground. ‘ 

' Astor the third, to abfolve from any fort of oath, it is performed by a minifter 
called Ganga, or Nzi, who rubs the tongue of the perfon to be abfolved with the fruit 
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of the palm that produces oil, and after muttering fome few words to himfelf, he there- 
by frees him from his oath, and fo fends him home to his houfe. 

Laftly, there is another fort of trial, which is performed not by the deceitful hand 
of a wizard, but by a perfon of fome quality, after the following manner :—Two obfti- 
nate fellows being at law together, and the truth being hard to be got out of them, 
the judge fummons them both to appear before him, where being come he fixes to 
each of their foreheads a fea-fhell, and at the fame time commands them to bow down 
their heads ; now he that the fhell firft drops from is taken for the liar, and the other 
acquitted. 

Whiltt 1 was in Bengo above-mentioned, my companion Father Francis da Monte 
Leone, having feized upon one of the aforefaid wizards, fent him to the Portuguefe 
governor to be punifhed, who immediately upon conviction condemned him to death: 
his time of fuffering being come, he was exhorted by Father Francis to confefs his 
crime, but inftead thereof, being an obftinate fellow, he gave this anfwer: ‘ What! 
would you have me to accufe myfelf where I have committed no crime? My pragtice 
has always hitherto been to do good to all men and not evil; for when the poor people 
of my country have fowed, and the earth became afterwards dry for. want of rain, if 
I out of mere charity have caufed the clouds to diffolve to fupply that neceffity,. was 
this a crime? If I have converfed with tygers, ferpents, lions, and other wild animals, 
and they have anfwered me, was there any harm in it? If at a time when there was 
no boat to be found in the river, I out of pure compafiion called crocodiles to carry us 
over, mutt this be accounted a fin?” After this and the like manner he juftified his 
crime for fome time, yet however at length thought fit to own himfelf guilty ; but 
becaufe he had been profecuted by a miffioner, he was afterwards pardoned his life, 
and fent bound to Brazil. 

We had not been many months in Sogno before the people, through remorfe of 
confcience, difcovered to us that the fifter of a certain nobleman of that country cured 
perfons publicly by the help of magic ; and that moreover to make herfelf the better 
known for a f{crcerer, fhe went clothed like a witch, and wore long difhevelled hair, 
‘contrary to the cuftom of thefe parts. They further informed us, that fhe frequently 
had a drum beat before her to publith her profeffion, and likewife that fhe had a fon 
that practifed the fame art, and lived with her in the houfe. This being heard by us 
with great abhorrence, we immediately drew up a charge againft.both mother and fon, 
and at the fame time made ufe of our utmoft endeavours to get them apprehended: but 
the former being timely acquainted with our defigns, efcaped up into the country, 
while the latter fell into our fnares, and was fent by us bound to the.count. This 
prince, notwith{tanding our diligence to feize the prifoner, gave him neverthelefs fo 
much liberty, that he foon found means, though bound, to get to his father’s houfe, 
by whom he was inftantly loofed, and fent to an ifland in the Zaire to be protected, 
This was the firft difpleafure we received from the count, whom we afterwards feverely 
upbraided with deftroying the tender plants of Chriftianity in his country, and putting 
a ftop to all good works we had begun there; telling him, he imitated but ill his pre- 
deceffor Count Stephen, who, after having extirpated thefe wicked wizards almoft 
totally out of his dgminions, commanded his governors that wherever they were found at 
any time to have returned, they fhould immediately be feized, and have their heads lopt 
off without any further ceremony ; and in cafe any of his officers did not put this law 
in execution, he was liable to the fame fentence.. After this manner were our miffidners 
affiited in their endeavours during Count Stephen’s reign: nay, he was fo zealous in 
his afliftance, that he would travel about with them himfelf, and obferve how things 
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afled with his own eyes; and if he found any whoremonger, he would reprove him 
in the following words :—“ Either this woman. pleafes you, or not; if the does pleafe 
you, why do not you marry her? and if not, why does the continue with you ?” 

This reprimand we gave the count fucceeded fo well, that he feemed afterwards 
inclinable in fome meafure to comply with our defires, alledging that he would willingly 
bring thofe offenders to punifhment, but that he could not catch them, by reafon of 
their being removed too far up into the country. Notwithftanding, the father that had 
before releafed his fon without authority, being afraid of being imprifoned himfelf for 
fo doing, thought it advifeable to feign himfelf fick to evade that danger, and confe- 
Pires fent for me to confefs him: I immediately complied with his defires, and con- 

effed him, but foon found that what he had done was more out of hypocrify than 
fincerity ; for it is a cuftom in this country, that where any perfon has received abfolu- 
tion, he forthwith becomes free from any crime, and may confequently depart at 
Ii , though he were in hold before. The reafon they give for this is, ‘* That if 
God has sa them, how can man pretend to find them guilty ?”” ‘The fame was 
anfwered us by the count, when we requefted him, upon finding out the fellow’s diffi- 
mulation, to have him imprifoned again. . “ Have ye not abfolyed him ?” quoth he, 
“¢ Is he not free? How then can I pretend to lay hands upon him?” , Nor would he 
hear any reafon to the contrary, becaufe the offender was his. kinfman. 

Awhile after the count fent us another of thefe wizards, with an affurance that for 
the future he would let none efcape that came into his power. This perfon we imme- 
diately carried into a room to examine; but while my companion went into an adjoin- 
ing apartment to fetch a paper, leaving the prifoner for me and the interpreter to keep, 
he, notwithftanding our diligence, and the great number of people in the next room, 
got from us. A dog we had in the houfe being alarmed at the noife immediately run 
after him, while I by another way purfued him fo luckily, that I foon met him and 
tript up his heels, and at the fame inftant followed his fall and leapt upon his back, 
belabouring him with all my might, notwithftanding the fear the people have here of 
meddling with wizards, with the cord of my order, invoking all the while St. Michael 
and the reft of the faints to my affiftance. “At the fame interim my companion came 
in, and could not forbear laughing to obferve how luttily I laid him on. A little after, 
the people that had brought him to us came up and bound him in fuch a manner that 
he could not ftir; for you muft obferve they were not afraid to touch him, by reafon 
of the Agnus and other prefervatives that we had furnifhed them with. Being thus in 
our power, we foon brought him to abjure his errors, and afterwards fet him at liberty. 
The laws of this country as to thefe cafes are as follow: —If the wizard that is taken be 
a freeman, and abjures, for the firft offence he is only enjoined penance; for the 
fecond he pays an Indian piece of about the value of a flave; but if he offends a third 
time, he is forthwith fold for a flave, and the price of him diftributed among the poor: 
if he be a flave himfelf that offends, although it be the fit{t time, he is neverthelefs 
prefently fold, and fent among the Whites, a thing fo much abhorred by them that 
they would almoft purchafe their redemption with the price of their lives. When any 
of thefe three laft cafes happens, a perfon is deputed either to receive the money and 
diftribute it as before, or elfe to take in exchange fo much linen as amounts to the 
value, and this to wrap the dead poor in, after the cuftom of the &untry. All which 

ois done without our concerning ourfelves, left it fhould occafion fome evil-fpirited people 
to fuggeft that what we did was rather through a motive of covetoufnefs than any of 
charity or relcion. 
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So many cafes of this nature happened to me during my miflion, that would {uffice 
to make a volume apart; neverthelefs, not to be too tirefome to my reader, f thall 
content myfelf with relating only the moft remarkable. Upon a time a certain wizard 
more famous than ordinary was brought before me, whom, not to truft any more to 
the count, I committed to the cuftody.of the keeper of the church (an office of great 
gain and much honour, and which is not conferred by us but upon-perfons beft 
qualified), to the end that he might imprifon him the fafer'in his own houfe, This 

ood man, notwithftanding my particular injunctions, not long after fet his prifaner at 
liberty, and placed in his room and in chains a poor flave. At my coming 4q little 
while after to examine the offender, not finding him to be the fame that I fent, I began 
to demand of the keeper what was become of him. He anfwered me, “ That 
was he.’ ‘hen I afked the prifoner, if he were the perfon: to which he repHed, 
“ He was.” Hereupon I feemed to believe both, yet being certain that I was impofed 
upon, I was refolved to know the truth: for this end I called one of the flaves belong- 
ing to the church to me, and commanded him to go immediately and cut off the pre- 
tended wizard’s head. Hereat the imprifoned flave being adrighted, efpecially when 
he faw the axe brought, began to tremble, and cry out, “I am not he, Iam not the 
wizard, but fuch gone is (naming him) whom the keeper has fet free, and put me in 
his ftead.” Then turning to the keeper, I faid, “¢ What fay you to this?” He an- 
fwered, “ Father, the wizard is gone forth to feek a livelihood, and has left this perfon 
here as a pledge till he returns: but (continued he) I will immediately go and look 
after him, and do not queftion but to find him.” Hereupon I went along with him, 
but to no purpofe, for the fubtle conjurer had very prudently given us both the flip. . 
For this offence I could do no lefs than deprive the keeper of his place, and he was 
not a little thankful that I left him his life. Moreover, prifoners efcape many times 
here through the flightnefs of their prifons, for being moft commonly built with reeds 
they cannot be fuppofed to be utd ftrong. To remedy this, we generally took care 
at the arrival of any European veffel to embark our prifoners on board, and to tranf- 
port them to other countries, 

The infernal practice of forcery is even abhorred by the natives, and thofe that make 
we of it are for the moft part the meaneft fort of people, ferving here either for phy- 
ficians or furgeons, there being no others in the country. The remedies they have 
are generally the natural ones, and therefore they have recourfe to witchcraft to credit 
their art, and to make people believe that the virtues of their medicines are commu- 
nicated to them by the devil. If their phyfic fails, they excufe themfelves, and fay, 
“¢ A certain ominous bird flew over their heads, and hindered the operation of it:” or 
elfé they affert fome other ridiculous lie. Thefe forts of incantations are always prac- 
tifed in the night-time. The. firft thing they fay to the fick perfon after he comes 
under their cure is, ‘ If you have a mind to be cured, be fure not to fend for any con- 
feffor, for his prefence will not only take away the virtue of the remedy, but likewife > 
deprive you of your life” When any one dies under their hands, they affirm that 
there were other occafions of his death than thofe of his diftemper, which puts the 
parents upon divers curfed methods of finding out the fuppofed murderers, they being 
generally of opinion that nobody dies a natural death. : 

Dreadful to be refhembered, though not unworthy of memory: was a cafe that 
happened in our time, as follows : — A certain child had languifhed fog fome time under 
a defperate difeafe, and which, by being the only one its parents had, was their chicfeft 
comfort and fupport: the relations often folicited them to fend for fome wizard or 
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alledging that they never yet had had recourfe to any fuch people upon any occafior 
whatever. To this the relations replied, and afked them, “ What they thought the 
-world would fay, that they who had but one only child, fhould fuffer it to die for 

“want of being at the expence of a magician?” This they urged fo home, and made 
‘ufe of fo many other arguments of the like nature, that they at length prevailed upon 
the deluded parents to fend for a wizard hard-by : when he came into the houfe, the 
mother had her fick child-in her arms, which the magician ftretching forth his arm 
to'touch, in order to begin his charm, at the fame time both the child and the wizard 
expired : this occafioned fo exceflive an afflidion in the father and the mother, that 
‘blaming themfelves for this impious credulity, and looking upon this accident as no 
‘better than parricide in them, before they would bury the body of their unhappy infant, 
they came to confeffion at our convent. 

+ Not unlike this was another accident that happened in this country while I was there. 
A certain fick perfon fent to a magician to come and cure him: the magician came 
‘accordingly, but as he was ftretching forth his hand, as in the foregoing cafe, he fell 
‘down dead to the ground, miferably lofing his own life, at the fame time that he 
endeavoured by wretched means to prolong that of another man. 

~ But let us return to fpeak a little more of the wicked oaths prgctifed among thefe 
people. They have another fort of oath which they call Orioncio: the way of admi- 
‘niftering this is, by putting exceeding ftrong poifon into the fruit called Nicefi, fufi- 
‘ciently {poken of before, and afterwards giving that fruit to the fuppofed guilty perfon 
to eat: he has no fooner tafted of it, but his tongue and throat begin to fwell to that 
excefs, that if the wizard did not {peedily apply an antidote, he niuft inevitably foon 
perith under the experiment, and though innocent he commonly remains tortured for 
many days. 

The oath called Oluchenche is given after the following manner : — The perfon that 
takes it has his limbs bound tighter or loofer, to force out the truth as they term it, 
according to the wizard’s inclination to find him either guilty or innocent. . 

As I paffed through the kingdom of Angola, one of the-aforefaid forts of the oath 
‘called Bolungo, was adminiftered toa Mufacca (fo they call the receiver among the 
Whites), a relation to the King of Congo, and to him of Loango, one of the power- 
fulleft along that coaft, and whofe fon, as they told me, was to fucceed in that king- 
dom. To this perfon the Scinghili, (gods of the earth, being the name they have for 
their wizards,) attributed the caufe of its not raining in the month of March, at which 
time it always had accuftomed to have rained. He therefore, to. fatisfy the rage of the 
people, was to undergo this dangerous teft, which he accordingly did, and unexpectedly 
came off acquitted. The Scinghili, or wizards, boaft that it is in their power to grant 
or prevent either wet weather or a drought. 

, We having put afhore in one of the ports of this kingdom, as we were on our 
voyage to Congo, and the people having underftood who I was, and that I was of a 
contrary opinion to that of their Scinghili, they began immediately to murmur. again{t 
me. ‘Their wizards, to confirm their belief, and to oppofe mine, foretold that there 
fhould be no rain all that fummer. But it fo fell out, and Providence, I believe, had 
fo ordered it, that fearce was I got afhore to fay mafs, but the heavens began to pour 
“forth their watry*wrath again{t thefe infidels in fuch a manner, that thefe very wizards 
were afterwards forced to.own to me that their knowledge in thefe matters -was not 
infallible. : 

In our convent at Sogno, our Fathers had built one apartment two ftories high, on 
purpofe to keep fome of the church utenfils by themfelves. No rain having happened 
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that feafon, the Scinghili attributed the caufe thereof. to our raifing our building ¢on. 
trary to the cuftom of the country. Hereupon the too credulous people came one day 
in a great rage to pull down that apartment; when one of our Fathers, immediately 
going out, demanded of them, ‘* What they would have?” Whom they anfwered in 
great fury, “ That they muft either pull down’ that building, or they fhould always 
want rain.” ‘This foon fired the pious Father, and made him to go on with a great 
deal of zeal; firft reproaching their unwarrantable folly, and after giving them to 
underftand that God was the only difpofer of all gifts, whether in heaven, earth, or 
fea, fometimes giving, and fometimes withholding, according as he belt faw fit and 
convenient; and that the minifters of the prince of darknefs, fuch as their Schinghili, 
were only qualified to deftroy men, both here and hereafter, inftead of doing ‘them 
the leaft kindnefs, ‘ Make a devout proceflion,” faid he, “ to our Lady of Pinda, I 
affure you God will relieve your wants.” So they did, and fo it fell out, the earth 
being foaked with the. rain, the houfe remaining untouched, and the people fatisfied. 
Since then they have ufed this in time of diftrels, and it has happened they have gone 
from the Banza with fair weather, and returned well foaked from Pinda. 

Whilft my companion, Father Jofeph, was formerly travelling on his miffion in 
Sogno, he came to an open country at atime when the clouds were juft ready to dif- 
embogue their burthens. He there overtook a traveller likewife, who was ftandin 
ftock ftill, and murmuring ftrange words to himfelf. After which he mounted his 
bow, and fhot an arrow up into the aie with great indignation. The Father perceiving 
this, and guefling it to be fome of the devilith practices of this country, immediately 
came up to him, and after having fharply reproved him for his offence, acquainted 
him, “ That he believed all his hellith art would not fuffice to keep it from rainin, 
that day;” and as he gueffed, fo it foon happened ; for prefently after there fell fo 
‘great a fhower, that the Father was wet to the fkin, which-he was neverthelefs pleafed 
with, by reafon that it had fo plentifully difappointed the wicked forcerer. At this the 
wretch was much furprifed, but would not neverthelefs be convinced of his error, 
affirming, “‘ That this had happened through the power of thofe that went before him, 
who were greater proficients in magic than himfelf.? Thefe provoking words caufed 
the black Chriftians that were along with the Father to feize upon the wizard, and to 

"give him that chaftifement which his crime deferved. <a Te 

In the country about Coanza, a river to be paffed in the way to Singa, a certain 
Soua, or lord of the manor, caufed himfelf to be accounted a Scinghili, requiring his 
vaflals to make their addreffes to him when they wanted rain. One of our Fathers 
coming thither, and detefting the impious abufe, ‘did what lay in his power to get him 
feized ; but being difappointed through the quality of the perfon, he: was forced to 
have .recourfe to a milder remedy ; and no doubt infpired by God, he told the inha- 
bitants, “ That if they did not rid out of their hearts that curfed opinion, they would, 
never have any rain.” As the Father prophefied, fo it happened; for ever fince, for 
feventeen years together, they have not had one drop in thofe parts, whereby the earth 
is become fo dry, ‘efpecially confidering the climate, that it was yawned wide in mot 
places, and feems with fo many mouths to beg pardon to the Almighty Difpenfer of 
the benefits for the blafphemy of their lord. It is true, the beft come-off they have 
for this offence is, that the faid Father, after their difobedience, curfed the air ; and 
-fo caufed it to withhold. its favours from them. Notwithftanding>the curfe on his 


country, and the lofs of his vaffals, who went to live in other parts, the -obftinate 
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‘To eonehidefpeaking any more of oaths, I will give one terrible inftance relating to 
them, which happened in the kingdom of Matamba, being the dominions of the 
queen of Singa, and related to me by Father Francis da Pavia, a miffioner there. 
Upon an affair fomething more confiderable than ordinary, a certain friar of our order 
thought fitting to give an oath on the holy evangelifts to two of the greateft magicians, 
counfellors to the queen. At firft they refufed to take it, but at length confented, 
faying ‘to themfelves, ‘* What harm can happen to us by fo doing? We had better 
fatisfy the Father in fo indifferent a matter, than difoblige him by a refufal.” -Hereupon 
they prefently agreed to take it, and {wore, but falfely, when a ftrange accident hap- 
pened. The firft of thefe burft, and fell down dead, while he had his hand on the 
mafs-book ; and the other languifhed away, and died in about fix hours after. Which 
taught others to be more cautious how they jefted with God. 

From the death of thefe two magicians of the higher rank, let us proceed to fpeak 
of other wizards, who moft commonly die violent deaths, and that for the moft part. 
voluntarily, For the prefent, f fhall only fpeak of the head or chief of thefe wretches, 
from whom the reft take example. He is ftyled in the country-language Ganga Chi- 
torne, being reputed god of the earth, and to whom is confequently paid the firit fruits 
of all it produces, due to him, as they fay, as its author, and not either to the ordinary 
work of nature, or to the extraordinary one of Providence. This power He alfo boafts 
to be able to communicate to others, when and as often as he pleafes. He further 
afferts, that his body is not capable of fuffering # natural death; and, therefore, to con- 
firm his adorers in that opinion, whenever he finds his end approaching, either through 
age or difeafe, he calls for fuch a one of his difciples as he defigns to fucceed him, and 
pretends to communicate to him his aed power ; and afterwards in public (where this 
tragedy is always acted) he commands him to tie a halter about his neck, and to ftrangle 
him therewith, or elfe to take a club, and knock him down dead. “This command be- 
ing once pronounced, is foon executed, and the wizard thereby fent a martyr to the 
devil. The reafon that this is done in public, is to make known the fucceffor ordained 
by the laft breath of the predeceffor, and to fhew that he has the fame power of pro- 
ducing rain, and the like. If this office were not thus continually filled, the inhabit 
ants fay, ‘‘ That the earth would foon become ‘barren, and mankind confequently 
perifh.”” In my time, one of thefe magicians was caft into the fea, another into a river, 
smother and her fon put to death, and many other banifhed by our order, as“has 
been faid. . 

In the firft year of our arrival in thefe parts, there happened a paflage worthy to be 
remembered, which, before J can begin with, I muft go fome years back with my ftory. 
Upon the late King of Congo’s death, two very confiderable perfons pretended to that 
crown, either of whom did all that in him lay to procure the count of Sogno, a power- 
ful ele€tof, on his fide. One of thefe, whofe name was Simantamba, made him feveral 
prefents of flaves for that purpofe, but which had been all taken by force; and there- 
fore the Fathers that were then at his court advifed him by no means to accept of them. 
To this the count anfwered, “ That he had already confidered of the. matter, and was 
inclinable to be of their opinion, that he ought not to accept of them.” Some time 
after, the fame Simantamba, to ingratiate himfelf the further into this prince, and to 
engage him in a ftriter tie of friendthip, requelted his fifter of him for a wife. To 
this the count fosreadily confented, that he not only fent him her forthwith, but lke- 
wife the crown itfelf, which, it feems, he had then in his poffeffion, together with a 
velvet throne, feveral other things of great-value, and divers armed troops, _ Siman- 
tamba having advice of the approach of his fpoufe, went out feveral days’ journey to 

meet 
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meet her; and, the better to avoid the fnares that might be laid for him by his rival in 
the crown, thought it proper to fet down and fortify himfelf ina very {trong wood. The 
count’s army arriving fome time after with fongs, mufic, and dancing, entered the wood 
with great alacriey, which Simantamba’s followers perceiving, and, fearing fome trea- 
chery by reafon of fo great a number of people fent by the count, advifed their mafter to 
oppofe their entrance: but he trufting too much to his fecurity, rejected their advice, 
and, confequently, foon became a martyr to his credulity; for the count’s army had 
no fooner got poffeflion of the wood, but they fet upon both him and his followers with 
iftols, and, killing the greateft part, forced the reft to fly. Thus, inftead of a joyful 
baat this prince met with a barbarous death, and which, together with that of his 
friends, fuited with the defcription made by Virgil in the fecond book of his AEneid : 


LuQus ubig. pavor, et plurima mortis imago. 


Some time after, the brotlter of this deceafed prince got together a great number of 
people to revenge his brother’s death; and his firft exploit was the taking of a great 
part of the county of Chiovachianza belonging to Sogno. To recover which, the 
count, at our being there, raifed a great army likewife, and marched directly towards 
the chief city of, his antagonift, At his arrival, he found all the inhabitants ‘fled 5 
whereupon the Sognefe foldiers fell immediately to rifling of the houfes, and moreover 
began to kill all the living creatureg a) met in their way, to fatisfy their hunger. 
Amongtt the reft they found a cock of a larger fize than ordinary, with a great ring of 
iron about one of his legs, which occafioned one of the wifeft among them to cry out, 
“Surely this cock muft be bewitched, and is’ not at all proper for us to meddle 
with.’ To which the reft anfwered, “ Be it what it will, we are refolved to eat it.” 
For this end they immediately killed, and tore it to pieces after the manner of the 
Negroes, and afterwards put it into a pot to boil, When it was enough, they took it 
out into.a platter, and two, according to the cuftom, having faid grace, five of them 
fat down to it with great greedinefs. But before they had touched a bit, to their great 
wonder and amazement, the boiled pieces of the cock, though fodden, and near dif- 
folved, began to move about, and unite into the form they were in before, and being fo 
united,. the reftored cock immediately raifed himfelf up, and jumped out of the platter 
upon the ground, where he walked about as well as when he was firft taken. After- 
wards he leaped upon an adjoining wall, where he became new-feathered all of a fud- 
den, and then took his flight to a tree hard-by, where fixing himfelf, he, after three 
claps of his wings, made a moft hideous noife, and then difappeared. Every one may 
eafily imagine what a terrible fright the {pectators were in at this fight, who, leaping 
with a thoufand Ave-Marias in their mouths from the place where this had happened, 
were contented to obferve moft of the particulars at a diftance. The caufe of their pre- 
fervation they attributed to the grace that was faid before they fat down ; otherwife they 
were of opinion that they fhould all have been either poffeffed or killed. 1 having re- 
Jated this ftory to Father Thomas da Seftolla, one of our order, who had been fuperior 
of a miffion to Congo and Angola for above feven.vears, he told me, that whilft he 
lived in Congo, he heard two perfons aver that the before-mentioned Simantamba had a 
very large cock, from whofe manner and time of crowing ‘he obferved with great fu- 
perftition, whether his undertakings fhould be unlucky or profperous. But notwith-_ 
{landing the infallibility of his oracle, we find he was deceived when he made that laft ex-’ 
pedition wherein he loft his fe. Whether this cock of his was the fame mentioned 
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before to have been reftored to life after a moft miraculous manner, I fhall not take 
upon me to determine. 

The fame Father Thomas’acquainted me how he and his.companion had been abufed 
in their miffion at Sogno, and fent among the pagans into the kingdom of Angoij, which 
was after the following manner. “A King of Congo being defirous of being crowned, 
had recourfe to the Portuguefe of the kingdom of Angola for their affiftance, with 
condition, that in cafe he fucceeded in his defign, he would give them the country of 
Sogno, and two mines of gold to boot. This proffer being not unwelcome to the Por- 
tuguefe, they immediately affembled themfelves to take poffeffion of it, to the end that 
thereby they might be more fecure of having their bargain performed after they had 
done their work. At the fame time, the King gathered great numbers of his fubjects 
together to join the Portuguefe, adding moreover a certain company of Giaghi under 
the Calangola (a chief among this barbarous people, that delight in feeding on man’s 
flefh) all which immediately fet forward towards Sogno.. The count being foon ac- 
quainted with thefe proceedings, raifed a prodigious army likewife, and therewith went 
out to meet his bold invaders. But it fo happened, that by reafon the Sognefe army 
were wholly unacquainted with the firearms and manner of the Portuguefe fighting, 
they were foon difcomfited and routed, leaving the field, and an innumerable number 
of prifoners, together with the dead body of their count, to the conquerors. 

After this victory obtained, the aforefaid Calangola propofed to the Portuguefe cap- 
tain to have all the prifoners killed, and given to his foldiers to eat, alleging, ‘¢ that the 
next day they fhould take as many more, and they would then not be able to keep both.” 
‘This propofal the captain, either through clemency or intereft, refufed to confent to, 
telling the calangola, that his men, if they pleafed, might feed for the prefent on the 
dead bodies, and in the mcan-time he would confider of his requeft. Whilft this pailed, 
the countels-dowager, together with all the people, petitioned the faid captain, ‘ that 
he would proceed no farther with his hoftilities, and he fhould be fully fatisfied in what 
he demanded.” ‘Lo which the captain anfwered, “ That he was refolved to go on as 
far as the fartheft Banza*, to teach the Sognefe people the bounds of their obedience 
to Congo.” Hereat the people being extremely enraged, one of the principal among 
them being of the blood of the counts, ftood up, and told them, “ That if they would 
elect him for their count, he would foon rid them of their fears of the Portuguefe.” 
To this the affrighted people immediately confented, and, at the fame time, chofe him 
for their fovereign. Being thus chofen, he began to unite and fortify the diftra@ed 
minds of his fubjeéts; and to the end they might quickly be in a condition to take the 
field, he gave them the following inftru@ions. Firft he ordered them to fhave their 
heads (which cuftom continues even to this day among thefe people, whether male or 
females). Next he commanded them to bind palm-leaves about their temples, to the 
end that in the battle they might thereby be diftinguifhed from thofe Blacks that 
accompanied the Portuguefe. He further advifed them not to be afraid either of the 
noife or flafhings of guns, fince they were only as bugbears fit to fright children, and 
not men of courage. He moreover cautioned them againft minding thofe European 
trifles which their enemies the Whites were accuftomed to throw among them, when 
they had a mind to giforder and-make them break their ranks}. He likewife ordered 
them to fhoot always at the men, and not the horfes, thefe laft being inconfiderable in 


* Banza is a name given to the cities here. 
+ The Portuguefe, to put them into diforder, ufed to {catter knives, bits of coral and of cloth, about 
a 5 yed. Be 
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.war, and nothing like to the nature of tigers, lions and elephants. He commanded 
them moreover that if any among them turned his back, they fhould immediately ftrike 
off his head; and if more than one did the fame, the reft fhould ferve him the like: 
“For,” fays he, “ we are all refolved to die a glorious death, rather than live a mifer- 
able life.” Laftly, to the end that his followers might go on under him with the lef 
concern, he commanded them to kill all their domeftic animals; and the better to 
encourage them therein, was the firft that fet them an example, by killing his own in 
their fight. This he did likewife to prevent the Portuguefe (in cafe they thould have 
the better of him) from having any thing to triumph over, and feaft with in his domi- 
nions; and rather chofe to have his fubjeéts feed on them, to hearten and ftrengthen 
them for battle, than to have his enemies fatten and regale on his fpoils. Now becaufe 
his orders had been fo punétually obferved in this particular, the whole race of thefe 
beatts, efpecially of cows, has almoft been totally deftroyed ever fince; infomuch that 
I myfelf have known a young maid fold here for a calf, and a woman for’a cow. To 
reinforce this his army, the laft thing this count did was to call in his neighbours to his 
afittance, together with whom and his own fubjects having compofed a wonderous force, 
he forthwith marched out into the field. His enemies, through too great a negligence 
and contempt of his power, foon betrayed themfelves into his hands; for marching on 
without the leaft order, they gave opportunity to an ambuth that lay ready for them, to 
break, and put them eafily to flight. ‘The firft that fled were the Giaghi, being the 
troops under their calangola, and the forces of the King of Congo followed foon after. 
The flaves that had been taken in the battle before, finding here an opportunity to 
efcape, run like madmen in amongft their friends, and having their arms anlecied by 
them, prefently turned all their fury upon the remaining Portuguefe, who ftill kept their 
ground ; but at length being overpowered by numbers, they were forced to give back, 
and were all killed in the purfuit, except fix who were taken prifoners, and brought 
before the count ;| who demanded of them, “ If they would choofe to die with their 
‘companions, or furvive to be made flaves?”? To which they anfwered, with gn accuf- 
tomed Spanifh refolution, ‘« Never did Whites yet yield to be made flaves to Blacks, 
neither would they.” Which anfwer foon caufed their deftruétion 3 for fcarce were the 
words out of their mouths, but they were all killed upon the {pot. All the artillery and 
baggage was taken by the Sognefe army; the former of which, together with fome 
pieces of cannon bought of the Hollanders, ferved to furnifh a fortrefs built with earth 
at the mouth of the river Zaire, which commands both the faid river and the fea, 
Before they left Loanda, the Portuguefe army had defired of the commander of the 
Armadilia (fo they called their fleet by reafon of the fmallnefs of it) “* that as he failed 
along the coafts of Sogno, wherever he faw great fires burning he fhould anchor.” 
Now after the obtained vittory, the Sognefe foldiers fpent all their nights in jollity and 
merriment about fuch fires, as had been defcribed ; which the thips immediately per- 
ceiving, dropped their anchors hard-by and were preparing to land their force : “while 
difcovering frota the {hore a Portuguefe flave that hailed them, they foon took him into 
a boat, and found he had been fent by the count to the governor of Loanda with a leg 
and an arm of a White; together with this infulting meflage, “ Go carry the news of 
your defeat, together with this prefent, to the governor of Loanda your matter.” Thus 
you may perceive the feamen, if they had landed, had been in the fame cafe with the 
landmen, and inftead of imprifoning the Blacks in the thackles théy had carried along ¢ 
with them for that purpofe, had been undoubtedly .in the like condition themfelves, and 
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What the Sognefe fay for themfelves in juftification of this quarrel, is as follows: 
They afk firft, «* What right the King of Congo had to give away their country of Sog. 
no to the Portuguefe, when it was none of his, but a fovereignty of itfelf?”” And next 
they would know, ‘ Why the Portuguefe, who were not unacquainted with that parti- 
cular, fhould be fo unjuft as to be ready to accept of it, and that in an hoftile manner ?”” 
‘They alleged moreover, “ That when the Hollanders fome years fince had got poffef- 
fion of the kingdom of Angola, a great number of Portuguefe being routed thence, fled 
to Sogno, where they were courteoufly entertained by the count, who gave them the 
ifland of Horfes to live in; and moreover furnifhed them with all manner of provifions 
gratis. Now they could not but much wonder that thofe people whom they had fo 
hofpitably relieved, fhould have the ingratitude to endeavour to take their country away 
from them.” Thefe jars arifing upon this occafion, could not but be extremely preju- 
dicial to the infant growth of Chriftianity in this country, infomuch that one of our order 
who lived # Sogno died for mere grief thereof: and I myfelf met with-feveral people 
in Chitombi, the place where the battle was fought, who would come no more to con- 
feffion upon that account. 

Now to return to our ftory: the count having received in the aforefaid battle about 
thirteen wounds, in near the compafs of a month, died thereof; and a new one 
being foon chofen in his ftead, he nourifhed in his heart fo great a hatred to the 
Portuguefe, that he refolved for the future to have no more dealings neither with 
them nor the Capuchins, whom he looked upon to belong to them. Whereupon 
fending for fome Flemifh merchants that were juft then upon their departure out of his 
country for Flanders, he writ by them to the pope’s nuncio there, to furnifh his domi-. 
nion with new priefts. The pious prelate upon the receipt of this letter, fent him two 
Francifcans and one lay-brother, with ftri&t command to them, that if there were any 
Capuchins in the country, they fhould fubmit to them as their fuperiors. Thefe three 
religious perfons being arrived, were received with all the courtefy imaginable, and 
afterwards conducted to our convent, The count perceiving that he had now got other 
priefts, made ufe of feveral falfe pretexts to fend ours away; and at laft being not able 
to prove any crimes againft them, he had recourfe to the moft barbarous and arbitrary 
ulage that could be thought on, commanding that they fhould be dragged out of his 
dominions for the fpace of two miles together. This was forthwith executed with the 
greateft. rigour, for the officers of this cruel mafter not only tore them along in their 
own cords, with their faces grating downwards upon the fands, but likewife reviled them 
all the way with unmerited reproaches and calumnies. All which notwithftanding thefe 
pious fathers underwent with the greateft chearfulnefs, well remembering what greater 
punifhments and indignities their Saviour had fuffered for them before, So great 
neverthelefs were the injuries offered to thefe tathers, that in no long time after one of 
them died; and the other, who was the aforefaid Father Thomas, hardly efcaped with 
his life. Being thus mifufed, and withal unprovided of all neceffaries, they were at laft 
left on the confines of the count’s dominion, in a little uninhabited ifland of the river 
Zaire. Here they made shift to fupport themfelves for two or three days; F, Thomas, 
who was the leaft hurt of the two, going out to hunt for their fubfiftence: but at length 
they were. unexpectedly delivered from hence by fome pagan fithermen, who took them 
on board them, and carried them to a city of their’s called Bombangoij in the kingdom 
of Angoij. Here arriving at night, they were very courteoufly entertained by an infidel 
of the place, who gave them a fupper, and moreover afligned them a houfe, and three 
women to wait on them after the manner of that country. “But our fathers not caring 
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to truft themfelves among thefe people, foon after they had fupped, fending away their 
women, meditated an efcape. For this purpofe Father Thomas, who was the belt able 
to walk, took his lame companion upon his back, and marched out of the houfe; but 
he had not gone far, but he was forced, through weaknefs, to fet down his burden 
under a great fhady tree; which as foon as day appeared, for fear of difcovery, they 
made fhift to get up into.. Their patron coming that morning to vifit his guefts, and 
finding them gone, much wondered ; and well knowing they could not be got far, by 
reafon of the condition he left them in, immediately went about to fearch after them. 
Coming at laft near the place where they were, and not having yet found them, a pagan 
thought came into his head, that they might have been carried away by fome {pirits, 
and which he expreffed after this manner ; “ If the devil has carried them away, I fup- 
pole he did it that they might make me no recompence for my kindnefs.” Our Fathers 
hearing this, could not forbear laughing, even amid{t their miferies and misfortunes, and 
putting out their heads from the tree, cried out, “ We are here, friend, ndlfr doubt 
our gratitude, for we only went out of the houfe to refrefh ourfelves with the rays of 
the rifing fun.” Hereat the old man being exceedingly rejoiced, immediately took 
them down, and putting them into two nets, fent them away to Capinda, a port of the 
kingdom of Angoij, about two days journey from Bombangoij. Here, if I am not mif- 
taken, the Father that had been moft haraffed, died; and Father Thomas embarking 
Mfafelf not long after on board a veffel that lay there, departed for Loanda in the king- 
dom of Angola, One of the two Francifcans that remained yet in Sogno, the other 
having been gone for Angola fome time before, being extremely affronted at the ill 
ufage of thefe two Capuchins, ee to the count that he thought himfelf obliged in 
charity to go in queft of his banifhed brethren, and that either to fupport them if alive, 
or bury them if dead. ‘This requeft the count highly approved of, and confequently 
gave him leave to go. Having hereby obtained his defire, he foon fet out for Capinda, 
but never returned, thinking it rather advifeable to go on board the fame veffel with 
Father Thomas for Loanda. 

His companion, the lay-brother, not finding him to return, obtained leave likewife 
to go on the fame errand, as well as under pretence of haftening his return; but 
being once out of fight, he alfo.was no more to be feen. Our convent thus being 
deprived of all its inhabitants, only one lay-brother remaining behind, whom the 
count kept locked up for fear of lofing him; the people rofe in great fury againit 
their Prince, and that for depriving them of the miffion a aa for their good. No 
prudence ‘being capable of oppofing this mutiny, they at laf went fo far that they 
feized upon their count, and fent him bound to an ifland of his dominions in the Zaire ; 
where, that he might not be abfolutely idle, they left him at liberty to command, and 
afterwards chofe a new count. This Prince being but little fatisfied with his confine. 
ment, did all that in him lay to get himfelf reftored, intriguing inéeflantly with the 
neighbouring nations for that purpofe. But which coming umely to his fubjects’ ears, 
they once more feized upon him, and tying a huge weight to his neck, threw him 
in a rage into the fea," with thefe words : “ Over this river you made the poor Capu- 
chins to pafs into banifhment, for no offence, and into the fame go you, barbarous and 
inhuman montfter, for fo doing.” Thus ended the life of a perfecutor of poor harm. 
lefs men, who offended him only in that they were either really or elle fufpected to be 
Portuguefe, 

Whilt matters went thus, Father Jofeph Maria, who lived then ‘4at Loanda, after 
fome time came to Segno, under pretence of carrying away the lay-brother before. 
mentioned, with fome church-utenfils belonging to the miffion, though in reality his 
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bufinefs was to found the minds of the Sognefe people. _ After his arrival at the mouth 
of the river Zaire, called by the Portuguefe Pionta del Padron, before he would fet 
foot a-fhore, he fent a meffenger to acquaint the count with his being there. As foon 
as the people heard of it, they hurried away in great numbers to fee him, and 
prefently acquainted him, ‘* how they had difpatched the enemy of the Capuchins into 
that river, and that for the future they would defend thofe holy men to the laft drop 
of their blood.” This promife they aerwards confirmed by an oath at the holy altar. 
They alfo, at the fame time, earneftly entreated this Father, ‘* that he would continue 
among them, and depart no more for Loanda.” To this requeft, Father Jofeph an- 
fwered, “That his commiffion from his fuperior extended no farther than to bring 
away Father Leonard, together with the church goods.” In fhort, fo very urgent 
were their entreaties, and fo powerful their reafons, that he was at length prevailed 
upon to tarry with them; and that efpecially at the return of the meffenger who 
broughdifim the fame defires from the new count. All this gained {o far upon him, 
that he not only confented to ftay himfelf, but likewife, as a farther token of good-will, 
and pardoning their late offence, procured alfo the injured Father Thomas to return 
once more among them; and even from thence-forward our order has lived in that 
country without the leaft moleftation. 

This earldom is very large, even if you except Chiovachianza fpoken of before. In 
it there were formerly about fix miffioners, but there are now for the moft part but 
one or two, when there is occafion for a much greater number. In the firft miffion 
my companion went on into thefe parts, above five hundred, as well men and women, 
as children, were baptized by him in a day. I have alfo known here abundance of 
mothers come five or fix days journey, with their infants in their arms, to have them 
chriftened, or elfe to confefs themfelves, paying the interpreter. to-boot. How often 
does it happen among Europeans, that many put off the facrament of the bleffed fupper 
from time to time, with no {mall hazard to their fouls? Whereas, in this country, there 
is only a want of apoftolic labourers to make the people ftrié&t obfervers of the com- 
mandments, and conftant in the faith. 

To preferve as much as poffible this new-planted Chriftianity, it has been ordered, 
that in every city, or place of any note, there fhould be one church at leaft, and at 
my being here there were in all about eighteen throughout the count’s dominions, To 
every of thefe there is fent fome perfon that has been bred up in our convent, who, 
three times a-week, is to fay over the Rofary to the people, and withal to teach ever 
Sunday. On all holidays, inftead of mafs the Litany is only fung, and the Chriftian 
doétrine expounded ; and on the firft Sunday of every month there is a proceffion to 
be of the Rofary. As often as any dedication-day of a church happens, the miffioner 
takes care to be prefent himfelf if he can poffibly, when great numbers appear, either 
to baptize their children, to marry, or to receive the facrament. 

Herein neverthelefs there did not want abufes, introduced for the moft part by 
foreigners, rather than the natives, of whom there are many, who, through the grace 
of God, live {uch good lives, that fometimes in their confeffions there has fcarce been 
matter for abfolution. The firft abufe was in matrimony, after the following manner :—~ 
Thefe people were accuflomed to converfe with their wives fome time before they mar- 
ried them, to trpif they could like them ; and after the fame manner the wives were 
to experience their hufbands.—-The contraéts were made thus: A father and mother 
teeing their fon arrived to an age fit for marriage, fend a prefent (which goes alfo for 
a portion), according to their ability, to the father and mother of the perfon that he 
fancies. requeiting their daughter of them for a wife to their fon. Together with this 
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prefent there is likewife fent an earthen pot full of palm-wine, called by the natives 
Cietto i Melaffo. Before the intended wife’s parents receive the prefent, they and 
their.company are to drink up the wine: firft, the father is to drink, then the mother; * 
and after them it is handed about among the ftanders-by: if this laft ceremony were 
omitted, it would be accounted a confiderable affront. After all this is done, the 
father is to return an anfwer either one way or other: if he rejects the offer, he muft 
make his excufes; but if he accept it, he only retains the portion. When the laft 
happens, the hufband, with his friends and relations, goes immediately, upon notice 
that the prefent has been accepted, to his wife’s father’s houfe; and having there re- 
ceived her of her parents, conduéts her to his own. The way of marrying in facie 
ecclefia is not at all approved of by them, for they muft firft be fatisfied whether their 
wife will have children, of which they are very folicitous ; whether the will be diligent 
in her daily labour ; and laftly, whether the will prove obedient, before they will mar 
her. If they find her faulty in any of thefe points, they immediately fend™@™her back 
again to her parents. When the fault proceeds from the wife’s fide, the hufband muft 
have the prefent he made her reftored; but when it happens on his part, he can 
recover nothing. Though the woman, through any defeét, either in perfon or be- 
haviour, be returned, yet is fhe not neverthelefs looked upon as the worfe for it, but. 
foon after generally undergoes another trial. Being obliged by us to marry, when 
once they are become fo, they will live fo chriftian-like and lovingly together, that the 
wife would fooner fuffer herfelf to be cut to pieces, than confent to defile her hufband’s 
bed. If it at any time happen otherwife, which 1 am confident rarely does, the adul- 
terer is obliged to give the value of a flave to the hufband of the adultrefs, and the is 
© Be forthwith and beg her hufband’s pardon for the wrong fhe has done him ; other- 

ife if he comes to know of her crime, he may eafily obtain a divorce. Such as are 
found to cohabit together, without being lawfully married, are fined fo much of the 
country money as amounts to the value of nine of our crowns. 

It muft be ‘obferved, that the father of the bride, when he receives the prefent for 
her, though it be never fo little, muft not complain, for that would be no better than 
felling his daughter. Wherefore, to prevent {uch a crime, all men are taxed by the 
public in thofe matters how much they fhall give, and which is always rated according 
to their qualities and conditions. 

‘All that the bride’s parents receive upon this account, they look upon as due to them 
for maintaining their daughter to the time of her marriage; fo chat you may perceive 
he is to be efteemed the richeft perfon here who has moft daughters. 

A notable abufe is this other, though practifed by the meaner fort of people, and 
that but feldom. When a man happens to draw near his end, who has taken a woman 
for his wife, but whom he had not yet married, to fave returning the portion, he leaves 
the concubine to fome kinfman. To prevent the which, we have ordered, that he who 
receives a woman in that nature fhall be baftinadoed. One of thefe Negroes that had 
taken his coufin to wife, was once brought before me. This perfon was of the better 
fort ; but I thought the greater his quality was, the greater would be the fcandal if I 
fhould let him go unpunifhed ; and therefore having firft ufed admonitions to him, 
and finding them fruitlefs, I proceeded to menaces; but all the effect they had was, 
that inltead of quitting her, he made a new prefent to her father, ance thereby infinuated 
that he had fuliilled the law.. Hereupon I caufed him to be again apprehended, toge- 
ther with his fpoufe ; and having made a fhort fermon to them both, and the reft of 
the people, to fhew the heinoufnefs of this crime, upon their further obftinacy, 1 de- 
livered them up to the people to be dealt with as they thought fit; who, taking them 
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into their cuftody, before they parted with them, feverely fcourged ‘them: both, and 
moreover deprived the man of a certain office he held, which brought him in great 
rofit.. 

I faid before, that women would have experience of their hufbands before they 
married them, in like manner as the men were to have of them and in this particular 
Tcan aver, that they are commonly much more obftinate or fickle than men, for | have 
known many of thefe laft, that were willing to be married, and the women always 
hung back, and either fled away or made excufes. _ 

Amongft the many cafes of this nature that happened to me in my miffion, I thall 
xelate only one more. Being called to confefs a fick woman that had a daughter who 
lived with a man upon trial; before I confeffed her, I told her “ That I could not 
make her partaker of the benefit of abfolution, unlefs fhe withdrew her daughter from 
the ftate of fin the lived in, and obliged her to marry :”? to which the fick woman readily 

an{weredy ‘Father, I will never confent that my daughter fhall have occafion from me 
tocurfe me after I am dead, for obliging her to marry where the does not fancy.” Then 
I replied, «* What, do you ftand more in awe of a temporal than an eternal curfe ?? And 
at the fame time calling the daughter to me, I demanded of her, “ If fhe would be willin 

. that her mother fhould go to hell upon her account?” ‘The wretch hearing this, began 
immediately to tremble and weep, and calling her feigned hufband to her, fwore before 
me, that fhe would be fure to marry him the firft holiday that came ; and accordingly 
fhe did; for foon after going a fifhing with her hufband, they happened to have good 
luck, and therewith they folemnized their nuptials. Hereupon I prefently confefled : 
the fick mother, and the not long after died in peace. Notwithftanding this, fome ob- 
ftinate mothers have rather chofen to die unconfeffed, than to concern themfelves with 
the marriage of their daughters. 

The economy obferved between hufband and wife is as follows :—The man is obliged. 
to procure a habitation, to clothe his wife according to her condition, to ptune the trees, 
to grub up roots from the fields where there is-occafion, and alfo to carry home the 
palm-wine to their houfe as often as it rifes. The woman on her part is to find meat 
for her hufband and children, and therefore only they have the care of marketing. 
As foon as rain comes, fhe goes into the fields, and works till noon, at which time fhe 
isto return home to get her hufband’s dinner. Being got ready, fhe fets'it down be- 
fore him, who fits only at table, and who, after he has fatisfied himfelf, gives the reft 
to her, and the forthwith divides it between herfelf and children. 1 fhould have told 
you alfo, that the wives here wait on their hufbands at table. 

Another abufe is, that when the women are with child, they clothe themfelves from 

‘the loins to the knees, after the country-fafhion, with a fort of rind taken off a tree, 
which is like a coarfe cloth, and fo neatly interwove, that it rather feems the work of 
the’ loom, than the product of the earth. ‘This tree is called Mirrone, th: wood whereof 

“is very hard, the leaves like thofe of the orange-tree, and every bough fends down 
abundance of roots to,the ground. It is generally planted near the houfes, as if it were 
the tutelar god of the dwelling, the Gentiles adoring it as one of their idols; and in 
fome places they leave calabathes full of wine of the palm-tree at the foot of them, for 
them to drink when they are thirfty ; nor do they dare tread upon its leaves, any more 
than we would on the holy crofs. But if they perceive any branch broke, they no 
longer worhhip it, but prefently take off the bark, or rind, whereof the women with 
child make thofe garments, receiving them at the hands of the wizards, who tell them 
they eafe the burden of the great belly, and caufe them to be eafily delivered. It is 
not to be imagined how careful the women are of this tree, believing it delivers them 
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from all the dangers that attend child-bearing. Neverthelefs, underftanding there was 
one in the liberty of our miffion, 1 went, well attended, and cut itdown. ‘The woman 
it belonged to afked why it was cut down; I told her I wanted it to cut into planks; 
and fhe went into her houfe without fpeaking one word more. 

The fourth abufe is, that whilft their children are young, thefe people bind them 
about with certain fuperftitious cords made by the wizards; who likewife teach them to 
utter a kind of fpell while they are binding them. They alfo at the fame time han 
about them bones and teeth of divers animals, being prefervatives, as they fay, again 
the power of any difeafe. Likewife there are fome mothers fo foolith, that they will 
hang Agnus-Deis, medals, and relicks to the aforefaid cords. When thefe women bring 
their children to be chriftened, if we find any of thefe cords about them, we prefently 
order them to be {topped in their proceedings, and inftead thereof to receive feveral 
fcourges on their knees, till {uch time as they recant their error. I will relate only one 
of the feveral cafes of this nature that happened to me. A woman came to me to have 
her fon baptized, and who at the fame time had the magic cord about his waite: 1 im- 
mediately ordered the mother to be whipped ; but fcarce had fhe received one ftroke 
before fhe fell down on her knees, and in great confternation directed herfelf to:me after 
this manner: ‘ Father, pardon me, I befeech you, for the love of God, becaufe that 
my child, having had four of thefe cords on, I took off three while we were upon the 
road, and the fourth I defigned to take away as foon as I had opportunity, but forgot 
it.” This caufed great laughter in the ftanders-by, but in me it raifed an effect of pity. 
of the fimplicity of the woman, infomuch that giving her only a {mart reproof, I fent 
her away unpunifhed. 

The fifth is, that being to wean any one of their children, the father and mother 
together lay him on the ground; and whilft they do that, which modefty will not per- 
mit me to name, the father lifts him by the arm, and fo holds him for fome time hang- 
ing in the air, falfely believing that by thofe means he will become more ftrong and 
robuft. ‘This ceremony they call the lifting of a child, and is in my opinion the moft 
pede ee fuperftitious that could be imagined. Thefe people moreover keep their 
young children always naked upon the ground, to the end they-may thereby grow 
hardy and active ; and fcarce are they able to walk alone, but they ti#a. bell about them,. 
to give notice where they are to be found when they -have ftrayed. 

A fixth abufe is, that the mothers are accuftomed to prefent their infants to the 
wizards as foon as born, that they may foretel what good or evil fortune is likely to 
befal them: for this purpofe the falfe prophet takes the child in his'arms, and turning 
and winding it about, makes his pretended obfervations.upon the mufcles and other parts: 
of its body, and afterwards tclls the parents what he thinks fit. The fame obfervations 
are made upon fick perfons, to know what has been the occafion of their difeafes: if 
they happen to.guefs wrong, and the patient comes to die, they never want for. excufes 
to clear themfelves. 

Seventhly, it is a cuftom that either the parents or the wizards give certain rules to be 
inviolably obferved by the young people, and which they call Chegilla: thefe are to ab- 
flain from eating either fome forts of poultry, the flefh of fome kinds of wild beatts, 
fuch and fuch fruits, roots either raw or boiled after this or another manner, with feve- 
ral other ridiculous injunétions of the like nature, too many to be enumerated here. 
You would wonder with what religious obfervance thefe commands are obeyed. Thee 
young people would fooner chufe to faft feveral days together, than to tafte the leaft bit 
of what has been forbidden them ; and if it fometimes happen that the Chegilla has 
been neglected to have been given them by their parents, they think they fhall prefently 


238 . MEROLLA’S VOYAGE TO CONGO. 
die unlefs they go immediately to receive it from the wizards. A certain young negro 
being upon a journey, lodged in a friend’s houfe by the way: his friend, before he 
went, out the next morning, had got a wild hen ready for his breakfaft, they being 
much better than the tame ones. The Negro hereupon demanded, “ If it were a wild 
hen?” His hoft anfwered, “ No :’” then he fell on heartily, and afterwards proceeded 
on his journey. About four years after thefe two met together again, and the afore- 
faid Negro being not yet married, his old friend afked him, “ If he would eat a wild 
hen ?”? ‘To which he anfwered, ‘“‘ That he had received the Chegilla, and therefore 
could not.” Hereat the hoft began immediately to laugh, enquiring of him, ‘* What 
made him refufe it now, when he had eaten one at his table about four years ago?” 
At the hearing of this the Negro immediately fell a trembling, and fuffered himfelf to 
be fo far poflefled with the effects of imagination, that he died in lefs than twenty-four 
hours after. 

Eighthly ; the maids have a cuftom, that in what place foever they firft have their 
courfes come upon them, they muft continue, though without doors, till. one of their 
kindred comes to carry them into the houfe ; then they have two maids and a feparate 
apartment affigned them, where they muft keep locked up for two or three months to- 
gether, and obferve certain fuperftitious ceremonies, fuch as, not to fpeak to any man, 
to wath fo many, times a day, to anoint themfelves with Taculla, which is the duft of a 
red wood tempered with water, and the like. If they fhould not do this, they are of . 
opinion that they fhould never be fit for procreation, though experience fhews them the 
contrary. This fuperftition is by them called the Cafket of Water or Fire. 

On the feaft of the Purification of the Virgin Mary, I hada mind to preach a fermon 
againft thefe practices; and the better to move the people, I had before placed the 
image, in relievo, of this bleffed faint, covered, on the altar, with a dagger ftruck 
through her breaft, and which the blood followed: this done, I began to difcourfe 
againit thofe women that obferved the hellith delufions before-mentioned, proving that 
they thereby not only offended their loving Saviour, but likewife did great injury to his 
immaculate mother. At the fame inftant 1 drew afide the curtain and difcoyered the 
image, which the people perceiving fo wounded and bloody, began immediately to re- 
lent, and broke out into the extremeft grief. Among the many prefent, there was one 
father of a family that had a daughter then fhut up upon the foregoing account; who 
returning home in a great paffion, fell upon both wife and daughter, and banged them 
to that degree, that they were glad to come immediately to our church to be confeffed. 

The ninth and laft abufe is, that all the fields of this country being without fences, 
their owners, to preferve their corn, plant about them feveral rows of ftakes, which 
being bound round with bundles of herbs by the wizards, they tell you will kill any 
fuch as hall offer either to rob or do them damage. 

To remedy as much as poflible all thefe diforders, which for the moft part are 
‘practifed either by women or men of no confideration, we have thought proper to 
iffue forth the following ordinances : . 

Firft, That all the Manis or governors either of provinces or cities, who are not law- 
fully married, thall be forthwith, deprived of their governments, to the end that they 
may not by their ill examples withhold the common people from their duty. To get 
this the better obfezved, we drew on our fide all the principal courtiers, whom we per- 
fuaded to marry their wives without defiring to have any foregoing experience of them. 
This pious endeavour of ours, through the grace of God, -fucceeded fo well, that all 
that embraced it were efteemed ; and fuch as oppofed it either defpifed or punithed. 

Secondly, 
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Secondly, That all the women which were great with child fhould be confeffed, and 
communicate oftener than they were wont to do, and efpecially fuch as were near 
their time ; both whom we likewife enjoined to wear religious relicks inftead of the 
wizards’ mats. 

Thirdly, That all mothers fhould make the cords they bound their infants with of 
palm-leaves that had been confecrated on Palm Sunday, and moreover guard them well 
with other fuch relicks as we are accuftomed to make ufe of at the time of baptifm. 

Fourthly, That all fathers and mothers fhould at certain times offer up their children 
to God, and that in the church before fome image af Our Saviour. 

Fifthly, That all mothers after the birth of their firft born fhould carry it to the 
church, and perform the ceremony, which is called entering into the holy place ; and 
if it be fick, we ordered its mother to recommend it to the Lord, together with fome 
fort of vow. 

Sixthly, That the parents fhould enjoin their children to obferve fome particular 
devotion, fuch as to repeat, fo many times a day, the Rofary or the Crown in honour 
of the Blefled Virgin, to faft on Saturdays, to eat no fleth on Wednefdays, and fuch 
things ufed among Chriftians. 

Seventhly, Thofe women that fhould befound fhut up for the future on account of 
their conception were to be fcourged, and which was forthwith execu by order from 

. the count: but if through neceflity they were obliged to keep up, then they were en 
joined only to repeat the Rofary on common days, and to hear mafs on all feaft- 
days. 

ightly and laftly, Whipping was likewife impofed on ail fuch as fhould rob, or 
otherwife do damage in any field ; and that inftead of the magic guard their owners 
had planted to preferve their corn, and to render it fertile, they fhould make ufe of 
confecrated palm-branches, and here and there fet the fign of the crofs. And further, 
to the end that all thefe prefervatives fhould be left ftanding at the time of reaping the 
corn, we fent always a good company of our fcholars at that feafon with a ftandard, to 
run over the fields, and fee that all was in order; and alfo to back their authority, we 
procured feveral of the count’s fons and relations to accompany them, who might war- 
rant the pulling down any fpells or inchantments which they fhould meet with in their 
way. 

Being thus got into the fpacious fields of. Sogno, let us take a view ‘by-the-bye of 
the fituations, poffeffions, habitations, and manner of living, and clothing of thofe 
Ethiopians. The earldom of Sogno is abfolute, except only its being tributary to the 
kingdom of Congo. It is a peninfula, bordering on the eaft upon Bamba, a duch 
belonging to Congo, and divided from it by the river Ambrife: on the weft and fouth 
it has the ocean, and on the north it is bounded by the river Zaire, which divides the 
Chriftians from the Pagans of the kingdom of Angoii, and is féated in the torrid zone, 
being only fix degrees diftant from the equino@tial line. It has feveral iflands in the 
Zaire, which are all inhabited by Chriftians. ‘The eleG@tion of the count is performed 
by nine eleGtors, who for the moft part chufe a new one before the old one deceafed is 
buried. During the interim of the fede vacante (vacancy of the throne) a child go- 
verns, who is obeyed by all as if he were their real prince. As foon as the eletion is 
made, we miffioners are acquainted with it by order, to the end tlt if we approve of 
it, we may publifh it in the church, otherwife the eleGion goes for nothing. : 

The count being dead, the countefs-dowager (like the Queen-dowager of Congo) 
returns with her children to her firft habitation, where fhe is to exercife no dominion, 
but becomes a private woman, only retaining a privilege to take place next to the 
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countef-regent. Sometimes it happens that there are three or four of the countefs- 
dowagers living at a time, and that becaufe the women in this country are much longer 
livedithan the men, as alfo. that it is lawful for. nobedy to marry thefe countefles ex- 
cept the fucceffor only. 

Their duty. is to obferve continence ftridtly in their widowed ftate; for if any of 
them fhould be proved guilty of unchaftity, they muit either undergo death by fire or 
the fword. If either the fon, or any other perfon of the blood has a mind to fucceed 
his relation even in the life-time of the dying prince, there commonly , arife great 
troubles to the ftate; for they generally by factions get poffeflion of the throne, and 
exclude the eleétors from doing their duty. It is therefore that the death of all counts 
is always concealed as much as poflible, infomuch that fometimes the blefled facrament 
has been forborn to be given them, for fear of difcovering the occafion by the priefts 
going to court. 

It once happened that I was called to court to comfort the indifpofed count, but the 
meffenger it feems had a particular order to conduét me by the moft unfrequented road. 
I went, and being come into the count’s prefence, after having-received me with all the 
civility imaginable, he demanded of the courtier what people he had met by the way: 
he anfwered, only three or four, and named them. After which, without any reply 
to him, he addggfled himfelf to me, and difcourfed of many things relating to my 
miffion, I kneW fuch difcourfe could not be the caufe of his fending for me, and 
therefore after fome time intreated His Highnefs to difcover to me the occafion of it: 
he anfwered, “* The occafion of my fending for you, Father, was only to fee you, 
and to delight myfelf with your converfation.” But as I was afterwards informed by 
a perfon about him, his reafon was to have fomé remedy from me for his indifpofition ; 
yet although I had been above an hour with him, he had not the courage to open his 
mind to me, fearing left even I fhould difcover his illnefs to be greater than it really 
was, and therefore the better to keep me in ignorance, he immediately @hufed himfelf 
to be lifted out of the bed. My companion foon after returning from his miffion in the 
neighbouring parts, found feveral dead bodies in the road, which we difcovering to the 
count, fearing it was by his order they had been murdered, he frankly owned that 
they had been facrificed to the intereft of the ftate. We told him our fenfe of fuch 
pradtices, and withal enjoined him a fevere penance for the fact. ; 

The fas of the deceafed count remain likewife no more than private gentlemen 
after his death ; and if their father in his life-time has a mind to buy them any eftates, 
he mutt publith throughout his whole dominions, that he has done it with his own 
money, legally arifing from his own rents, otherwife his children would run a rifk to 
be deprived: of their poffeflions, as, for want of fuch a proclamation, it has often 
happened they have been. The counts have another way to leave livelihoods to their 
children or friends, and that is by grubbing up woods belonging to his crown, and 
thereby reducing them to arable lands, which he is at liberty to grant as he thinks 
fit. ‘This way we have likewife made ufe of to fubfift any flave baptized into our 
church, and tor whom we have begged fome of this land for him to cultivate to his 
own profit. : : 

The count’s dominions are very large, and in which are many cities called Banza, 
one of the principal-of which is Chiova, but the greateft of all is the Banza of Sogno, 
where the count refides. This Banza is always governed. by one of the count’s near 
relations or friends; and who has only the name of governor, the reft having only the 
title of Mani. ‘here are likewife feveral territories and towns {ubject to thefe cities, 
which are termed by the natives Libattas. 

; ‘ Every 
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Every governor or Mani on the feaft-day of St. James is obliged to appear with. all 
his people at the Banza of Sogno, to affift at the firft mafs faid there. If any one.be 
any ways hindered from coming, he muft fend a deputy in his room, which if he 
neglects to do, he will both lofe his employment, and pay a fine befides. . 

On the fame day every one is to. pay allegiance to the Prince after the following 
manner: —In the great market-place near our convent a throne is ereéted for the count, 
who in the prefence of all the people comes to receive benediction from the miffioner, 
who attends for that purpofe in the church-porch: he afterwards exercifes two feats of 
arms. In the firft, after the cuftom of the country, having on his head a crown of 
flowing feathers, he makes ufe of a bow and arrows: in the other, being adorned with 
a hat with plumes of feathers on it, a chain and crofs of gold about his neck, to which 
is fixed a long rope of coral which hangs down to his knees, together with a fhort 
fcarlet cloak, all embroidered, on his fhoulders, with two open places to put out his 
arms on each fide, and feveral other fine things, he exercifes with the fuzee. In both 
‘thefe he is at the fame time imitated by the people, who herein ufe the fame geftures 
and motions they would do in cafe they were either to attack or defend themfelves 
againft their enemy. As foon as the count has ended his exercife he. goes to fit upon 
his throne, which is prepared for him under a great tree that ftands on the fouth-fide 
of the market-place before-mentioned. After him the captain-general,ghaving. received 
the like benediction with his mafter, performs the fame thing that he had done before 
him, and whereixi he is alfo followed by all the people, with divers ways of attacking, | 
retreating, and other ftratagems of war, called by the nations Safchelari. As foon as 
he has done, he places himfelf on a high feat covered with leather, built up for him on 
the eaft-fide of our church: this he does, that he may both the better be feen, and 
obferve the military exercifes performed fucceffively by the ele€tors and the Mani, each 
being as a capjpin at the head of his company, and who every one carry. a {pecimen of 
that which they are obliged to offer every year to the count fot the fubfiftence of him- 
felf and court. For example; if they are to give fith, they carry a couple of fith tied 
together on the head of a {pear : if oil, then they fhew the palm-fruit that produces 
it: if fleth, they carry a horn of fome beaft; and fometimes I have feen aman wrapped 
about in a cow’s fkin to demonftrate that duty. At the fame time the Manis difpofe of 
the Syndicthip to him that is moft worthy, and remove fuch as have ill executed their 
offices from their employments. The great number of people: met jcaodhicr eons all 
parts to affift at this ceremony, occafions us alfo a great deal to.do during the {pace of 
fifteen days: for fome apply themfelves to us to be married, others to confefs them- 
felves, and fome to baptize their infants. I think .of thefe laft, for my thare, I bap- 
tized about two hundred and feventy-two in one day. All the aforefaid ceremonies 
’ being at an end, the people return home each to their own country, but not without 
craving a blefling from father-miffioner. ; ; , 

This ceremony is begun on St. James’s day, by reafon that apoftle is looked upon 
as the patron and protetor of all thefe parts, and that for having given a famous 
vilory to the King of Congo againft the idolaters on his day. The manner according 
to the common report was this: — 

Giovi, the fifft Chriftian King of Congo, being dead, Don Alphonfo his fon, no 
lefs heir to his virtuous a@tions than crown, fucceeded him. Panfanguitima his brother 
thinking his title not good, ‘becaufe he had changed his religion.for the Chriftian faith, 
in a fhort time rebelled, and having no better warrant than his fword, moved againgt 
him with a numerous army of idolaters. Don Alphonfo, not a little furprifed -at. this 
attempt, marched out to meet him with.a. fmall number, trufting to the merits. of his 
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caufe, and the affiftance of our Saviour: they foon came toa battle, and though the 
fdolaters were very numerous, yet were they immediately routed, and Panfanguitima 
himfelf wounded. After the battle this prince fled to .a certain retired place in the 
mountains, where being met with by fome Blacks ‘that: were Chriftians, they feized 
ipoh and took him prifoner, and afterwards brought him bound before the King -his 
brother : the King feeing him in that condition, embraced him.with all the bowels of 
a loving brother, and being extremely concerned to find him fo defperately wounded 
both in foul and body, made it his utmoft endeavours to get him healed of both. But 
no Chriftian charity was able to prevail upon the ftubborn and obftinate Pagan Panfan- 
guitima, who giving himfelf up altogether to defpair, would fuffer neither remedy nor 
comfort, and fo in a fhort time died. It did not fo happen to his lieutenant-general, 
for he having heard the dreadful fentence of death pronounced againft him in cafe he 
did not tarn Chriftian, chofe rather to be baptized than to die a martyr to his former 
opinion. Hereupon the King immediately caufed his bonds to be loofed, and fet him 
free, only enjoining him this penance, “ That for a certain time he fhould be obliged 
to bring water for all fuch as were to be baptized.” Now upon report that St. James 
was vifibly feen affifting at this battle, he has ever fince been received for the patron of 
Congo and Angola, and fome other neighbourifg nations. ; 

‘The office of the Mani is to receive the King’s revenue, and to employ hufbandmen 
to manure the crown-lands when the rains have rendered them fit to till. At the time 
of reaping, thefe officers referve a certain part of the corn for themfelves, being their 
due, and a perquifite annexed to their employ. As for the adminiftration of juftice, 
whether civil or criminal, it all belongs to them, except in fome particular cafes, re- 
ferved to be determined either by the Prince or his delegates. The parties in law 
having joined iffue to come to a trial, the plaintiff firft pee his reafons on his knees 
before the judge, who fits on a carpet with a little ftaff of authority in his hand, and 
under the canopy of a fhady tree, fuch as are wont to grow in the great men’s court- 
yards here. Sometimes the judge hears caufes in a great ftraw-hut built for that pur- 
pofe. When he has gravely given ear to all the proofs the plaintiff can bring, he 
proceeds in like manner to hear’ the defendant: after which he calls for the witnefles, 
and if they do not attend, the caufe muft be put off to another day: if the witneffes 
appear gad give their teftimony, the judge after having ferioufly. weighed and confidered 
the pi and allegations of both parties, proceeds to pronounce fentence according 
to the dittates of nature and reafon, and not through any knowledge of any kind of 
laws. He that has judgment pronounced in his favour, after having paid fo much to 
the judge’s-box, extends himfelf all along with his face to the ground, being a pofture 
whereby to demonftrate his gratitude. When all is over, and the plaintiff about to 
return home, his friends and relations begin to fet up their throats, repeating all the 
“way to his houfe the conqueror’s caufe, and the judgment pronounced in his favour. 
Being got home, he is obliged to treat thofe that had accompanied him, and fometimes 
fearce a night and a day are fufficient to bound their mefriment: if the cafe be confi- 
derable, they commonly feaft for three or four nights together with no {mall charge 
to him that invites. All this while the unfortunate perfon having had the caufe gone 
againft him, remains filet dnd quiet, returning to his habitation without the leaft 
mumnur or ill-will. ; = : 

There are othe? forts of feafts which are wont to’be kept by the Blacks, fuch as 
upon the birth-days of their patrons, their affumption to any dignity, or the like: it is 
then that every one endeavours to make his lord a prefent fuitable to his capacity, and 
moreover affifts at the common folemnity befides. : 
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Flaving thus given a fhort ketch of fome feafts in ufe among thefe new Chriftians, 
I will likewife take a little notice of one of the Pagans of thefe parts, and that, efpe- 
cially upon the birth-day of the Caffangi, the moft. potent emperor of the Giaghi, with 
fome other particulars relating to his dominions. What I am about to tell you 
was communicated to me by Father John Baptift de Salefano, a friar of our otder, 
who accidentally happened to be in this country on the day this feaft was folemnized. 
The dominions of Caffangi are very confiderable, not fo much for their bordering 
upon the kingdom of Matamba, as becaufe of their continued enmity with the Queen 
of Singa, a friend to the Portuguefe. This queen has formerly been very ferviceable 
to the Whites, but now they generally make ufe of the affiftance of another prince of 
the Giaghi, called Calangola, as has been obferved before. But to fpeak of the feaft © 
made by the Caffangi : his fubjeéts being fummoned together, appear in a vaft body in 
fome fpacious plain. After they are thus met, they gather themfelves into a ring, leaving 
a large void in the middle, where there are feveral trees: on the top of one of which 
they ereét a fort of fcaffold capable to contain the Caffangi, with the chiefelt of his 
lords: afterwards, at a convenient diftance, they chain down to the trunk of a tree 
one of the fierceft lions they can meet with. When ali this is done, and the emperor 
with his court placed as aforefaid, the people begin to fet up a huge noife, which, 
joined with the untunable difcord of a great number of odd mutfical initruments, com. 
pofes a hellith harmony.. After this a fudden fign is given for all to be huth and 
filent, and then the lion is immediately loofed, though with the lofs of his tail, which is 
at the fame time whipped off to make him the more furious. At his firft loofing he 
commonly ftares about, and feeing himfelf at liberty, though not altogether free, by 
reafon of the multitudes that furround him, he immediately fets up a hideous roar, 
and afterwards, being greedy of revenge, ruthes upon fome part or other of the com- 
pany, where tearing one, and rending another, he makes a fearful havock amon; 
them : all this while the people run round him unarmed, being refolved either to kil 
him with their bare hands, or to perifh. At laft the wild beaft, having been the death 
of a great number of his affailants, is neverthelefs forced to yield to the prefling crouds 
that gather on all fides about him; when the lion is killed, they all greedily devour 
the dead bodies ; after which their mufic begins again, and fo they return finging and 
dancing, and crying aloud, ‘ Long live our Caffangi, Long live our Caffangi,”” to their 
emperor’s palace, where being afterwards treated by him, they at length 71dhn with 
great joy to their own homes, : 

Now let us leave the Giaghi, and return to fpeak farther of Songo. To maintain 
this country in its due obedience to the Chriftian faith, no fmall number of priefts is 
neceflary. In former times there have been a father-fuperior, and fix miffioners all 
at once. In my time there was only I and one companion: the means we made ufe 
of to make thefe people live well has been hinted at before; what remains is to inform | 
you, that as foon as any miflioner is arrived in any city, the Mani, or governor thereof, 
at night, when all the mhabitants are retired to their houfes, publifhes a proclamation 
to acquaint the people, * That a miflioner is come thither, and that they muft all 
appear before him to have their fpiritual neceffities relieved, and continue fo long with 
him as fuch a bufinefs will require.” If the Mani himfelf appear negligent in this, or 
occafion any manner of difturbance, he will receive a deferved punifhinent, for we make 
it our bufinefs to get fuch a perfon removed from his employment, even within his 
year. ; 

At my firft Lion ge on my miflion, I found, near a city called Tubii, a place where 
the wizards praGtifed their farceries. No. doubt Providence diredted me to difcower 
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this hellith trade, for whilft 1 was walking along, I {aw a large white bird flying before 
me, fuch’-as I had never feen before in thefe parts; my curiofity led me to have a nedrer 
view ofit, and in order thereto I followed it into a thick and fhady grove fomewhat 
dark;"'at the end whereof I obferved a large.heap of earth in form like a tomb, with a 
great number of arches and calabathes at the:top, and at botli ends. Being pretty well 
aflured what this was, I prefently fent for the Mani, who came trembling to me, and 
protefted he knew nothing of the matter; I commanded him to inform “himfelf then, 
and to'get me the wizard fpeeedily feized: he faid he would, but I not caring to truft 
his diligence, returned the next night to the fame place, expecting to have found the 
wizard there; but he it feems having been acquainted with my proceedings, took’ care 
to difappoint me by running away, as they all do as foon as they hear we make any 
fearch after them. Then I ordered the Mani, that within ten days time he fhould grub 
up and level all that place, which he neverthelefs difobeyed me in; whereupon I caufed 
him to be fummoned before the count in our convent, where after a fevere reprimand I 
commanded him to difcipline (fcourge) himfelf in the middle of our church during the 
whole time that I was celebrating of mafs, adding withal feveral other punifhments in 
cafe he did not level the faid grove at his return home. 

The churches for the moft part are built here with boards, and ours, as exceeding 
the reft, was capable of holding five hundred perfons. In the Banza of Sogno there 
were five other churches, in one of which the counts were always buried, and another 
was the chapel-royal. The houfes are generally thatched, and the four fides of them 
are fenced with palm-branches, or leaves interwoven not contemptibly with each other : 
the floors are of loam well beat and hardened, and the roofs and ceilings made of thofe 
rufhes we are ufed to bottom chairs withal. The lord’s houfe is of a quadrangular form 
likewife, and built with boards, but the front is always painted with a fort of colour that 
iffues out of the planed wood: the like any of the gentry may have, if they can obtain 
leave from their lords. Within, thefe houfes are hung with a fort of ofier mats varioufly 
coloured, but we Capuchins are wont to have ours done with rufhes, as more warm in 
winter. 

The count’s habit differs accorging to the feveral feafts, and fometimes on other occa- 
fions: his ordinary wear is a veft of ftraw-cloth girt clofe about him, but of fuch work- 
manthipgs may be only worn by him, or by thofe that he thinks fit to honour with that 
privilege This veft hangs down to the ground, ‘as does likewife a long bays cloak ‘he 
wears over it on his bare back. On feaft days he changes this cloak for a fhort fearlet 
one fririged ‘all round with the fame cloth pinked. On the moft folemn days he puts 
on a fhirt of the fineft linen, as likewife yellow or crimfon filk. ftockings, and a cloak of 
flowered filk, which bears the name of the. fpring. . When he comes to communicate 
with us at the altar, he has a cloak all white,:.and which trails along upon the pavement 
as he walks. When the count comes to church, which is at leaft three times a week, 
he has a velvet chair and cufhion carried before him, being brought himfelf in a net on 
the fhoulders of two men, each with a commander’s ftaff in his hand, one all filver, and 
the other only of ebony tipped: the hat the count then wears is covered firft with taf- 
fety, and next with a fort of very fine feathers: on his head he generally wears likewife 
a little filk ftitched ¢ap,. which can be worn only by him and fome few others. Before 
him marches one ‘awheen above the reft,- who has feveral little round bells fixed to an 
iron two fpans long, wherewith he gingles, and chants to it the glcry and grandeur of 
his lord: befides this there are feveral other forts of mufical infirumerts made ufé of 
at feftivals, the principal whereof are thofe which in the country-language have the name 
of Embuchi, which I mention firft becaufe they belong only to kings, princes, and others 
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of the blood royal. Thefe are a fort of trumpets made of the fineft ivory, being hol- 
lowed throughout in divers pieces, and are in all-about as long as a man’s arm; the 
lower mouth is fufficient to receive one hand, which by contraGing and dilating of the 
fingers forms the found ; there being no other holes in the body as in -our flutes or 
hautboys. A concert of thefe is generally fix or four to one ipe. The Longa (which 
is made of two iron bells joined by a piece of wire archwife) is founded by ftriking it 
with a little ftick: both thefe are carried alfo before princes, and that efpecially when 
they publith their pleafure to the people, being ufed as the trumpet is with us. The 
inftrument moft in requeft. ufed by the Abundt, ‘being the people of the kingdom of 
Angola, Matamba, and others, js the Marimba; it confifts of fixteen calabathes orderly 
placed along the middle between two fide-boards joined’ together, or a long frame,’ 
hanging about a man’s neck with a thong. Over the mouths of the calabafhes there 
are thin founding flips of red wood called Tanilla, a little above a fpan long, which 
being beaten with two little flicks, returns a found from the calabafhes of feveral fizes 
not unlike an organ. To make a concert, four other inftruments are played upon by as 
many mouficians, and if they will have fix they add the Caffuto, which is a hollow piece 
of wood of a lofty tone about a yard long, covered with a board cut like a ladder, or 
with crofs flits at {mall diftances: and running a ftick along, it makes a found within, 
which paffes for a tenor: the bafe to this concert is the Quilando, made of a very large 
calabath, two fpans and a half or three in length, very large at one end, and ending 
tharp off at the other, like a taper bottle, and is beaten to anfwer the Cafluto, havin, 
cuts all along like it. This harmony is grateful at a diftance, but harfh and ungratef 
near at hand, the beating of fo many fticks caufing a great confufion. ° 

‘Another inftrument of this concert is that which the natives call Nfambi, and which 
is like a little guittar, but without a head, ‘inftead whereof there are five little. bows of 
iron, which, when the inftrument is to be tuned, are to be let more or lefs into the body 
of it. The ftrings of this inftrument are made of the thread of palm-trees: it is played 
on with the thumbs of each hand, the inftrument'bearing dire€tly upon the performer’s 
breait. Though the mufic of this inftrument be very low, it is neverthelefs not un- 
grateful. 

Over and above the great drums ufed in the army, there is another fort of a leffer 
fize, called Ncamba ; thefe are made either of the fruit of the tree called Aliconda, or 
elfe of hollowed wood with a fkin over one end only: they are commonly@ade ufe of 
at unlawful feafts and merry-makings, and are beaten upon with the hands, which 
neverthelefs cee a noife to be heard at a great diftance. When the miflioners hear 
any of thefe at night, they immediately run to the place in order to difturb the wicked 
paftime. it fell’ often to my lot to interrupt thefe hellifh praétices, but the people 
always ran away a8 {oon as ever I came up to them, fo that I could never lay hold on 
any to make an example of them. The Giaghi not only make ufe of thefe drums at 
feafts, but likewHe at the infernal facrifices of man’s fleth to the memory of their rela- 
tions and anceftors, #8 alfo at the time when they invoke the devil for their oracle, 

But to return to thé count’s habit. From his neck to his knees there commonly hang 
feveral {trings of purple coral, together with a large chain of the fineft gold, having a 
maffy crofs juft before his *breaft to demontftrate his being a Chriftian: on his wrifts 
he generally wears bracelets‘of high-prized corals, and on all folemn days chains of 
gold of the fineft_workmarithip+ ‘his fingers are almoft always covered with rings: he, 
generally goes in flippers inftead of fhoes. There are commonly carried before him 
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away the flies, although feldom any come near him. Thofe of his followers who are 
employed in thefe offices, are commonly his greateft favourites or relations, While 
mais is faying, at the reading of the gofpel he has a lighted. torch prefented to him, 
which having religioufly received, he gives to one of his pages to hold till the con- 
fummation be over, and when the gofpel is done, he has the mafs-book given him to 
kifs. On feftival-days he is twice incenfed with the cenfer, and at the end of the mafs 
he is to go to the altar to receive benediction from the prieft, who laying his hands 
upon his head while he is kneeling, pronounces fome pious and devout ejaculations. 
Whilft the prieft that officiates goes out to put off his veftments, the count in like 
manner retires to his private orifons: afterwards he enters into the veftry to pay his 
refpeéts to the miflioner, who receiving him courteoufly, accompanies him back as far 
as the door of the church. As foon as he is come out, he falls on his knees again, 
and the people all {tanding round about him give themfelves feveral cuffs on the 
ear as a token of their fidelity, according to the cuftom of their country, and he makes 
them a fign with his fingers to fignify his fatisfation. At his coming out of the church 
on the principal feaft-days, he commonly pratifes fome warlike exercife; and on 
thofe of lefs confideration either the captain-general performs that part for him, or elfe 
his courtiers entertain themfelves with dancing to the aforefaid mufical inftruments. 
On all the moft folemn feafts mafs is fung by us and our interpreters to the glory and 
honour of God, after which the count’s guards which he brings along with him give a 
volley of mufquet-fhot, with drums beating, and other mufic. 

The captain-general and the governors, or Manis, have all their places feverally 
affigned them in the church to prevent any difputes: the noblemen have carpets allowed 
them to kneel on, but no cufhions, that honour being wholly referved for the countefs to 
fit on. The habits of the nobility and gentry are as follow :—The gentry havea kind of 
ftraw-garment on their fhoulders, which reaches down to their waftes, curioufly wrought, 
with their arms coming out at two flits, and ends in two taffels which hang down on 
their right fide. About their waltes they have a cloth girt, which on one fide hangs 
down to the ground: on their heads, thofealone who have that honour allowed them, 
wear a weoueke filk cap neatly quilted. The noble women have a fort of ftraw-petticoat 
called Modelto, which reaches to their middle: from the waift upwards to their breafts 
they have apiece of cloth which they bring twice about them, and that which goes about . 
a fecond ihe they wrap about their head like a veil in the church. Both men and 
women generally appear with long pipes in their mouths fmoking. The vulgar of both 
fexes have only a cloth about their loins, which reaches no farther than their knees, In 
the inland parts it fuffices that they cover only what modefty requires fhould be hid. 
Within doors they generally go ftark naked, bemg accuftomed fo to do in regard to the 
exceffive heat that torments them for nine months together, not enjoying the leat frefco, 
only during the months of June, July and Auguft. 

The manner of their cultivating the earth in this country is fuch, that they make 
ufe neither of the plough nor fpade. "When the clouds begin to afford the leaft moif- 
ture, they are accuftomed to prepare for the rain by gathering up the fcorched herbs 
~ and roots into heaps, and afterwards fetting them on fire upon the land: then as foon 
as the firft fhower is fallen, they proceed to turn up the ground witha flight hoe, called 
by them Lzegt, which is fixed to a handle about two {pans long: with this they cut 
into the earth with ore hand, and with the other fatter the feed, which they have al- 
ways ready in a bag by their fides. Now the bufinefs of manuring the ground belong- 
ing folely to the women in this country, they are almoft forced to carry their children 
upon their backs in {wathing-rolls, thereby to prevent their being either infefted with, 
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or devoured by the great number of infects that come out of the earth upon this occa- 
fion; for at home they do not care to leave them, out of an extraordinary love and 
fondnefs they hzve for them. ‘The fame they are wont to do'when they carry any 
burden, for then they have a fort of hammock which comes about one fhoulder, 
wherein they fecure their children frorn any danger either fleeping or waking, their feet 
coming round their mother’s wafte on either fide. 

Thefe people fow in March, and, if the heavens prove favourable in affording them 
rain, they may gather in their harveft in June. The feed they fow is of various forts 
of pulfe, for the moft part unknown to us; but thofe we are acquainted with, are In- 
dizn wheat, and a kind of little kidney-beans, called Neafce. / 

Amongft many others they efteem, are the Mandois, which grow three or four to- 
gether like vetches, but under-ground, and are about the bignefs of an ordinary olive. 
From thefe milk is extraéted, like to that drawn from almonds (in Italian Mandole), 
from whence, for aught I know, they had their name. There is another fort of 
ground pulfe called Incumbe, which alfo grows under-ground, is like a mufquet-ball, and 
very wholefome and well-tafted. Amongit thefe, J and others have often found nut. 
megs, perhaps fallen from the trees, the ufe of which is altogether unknown to thefe 
people. ‘There are fome wild ones found, which they call Neubanzampuni. 

They alfo have a fort of roots called Bataras, which being roafted, tafte much like 
chefnuts. Their Mandioca is a root, which being bruifed as {mall as rice, is not made 
into bread, but is either eaten raw, or elfe foftened in broth. This plant cafts no feed, 
and, therefore, the way to propagate it, is by breaking off a branch and burying it in 
the ground, where it will foon fpread and flourith. 

This fort of food is more ufed by the Portuguefe than Blacks, either becaufe they 
have a better way of planting thefe roots, or by reafon that they will laft feveral years. 
There is another fort ufed inftead of bread, made with fodden roots, which is called 
Gnamn, and is very different from the foregoing, both in form and kind.. 

The Ounanda, a fort of pulfe not unlike rice, grows upon a fhrub, and will laft two 
or three years, and which, every fix months, propagates itfelf in great abundance. 

The pulfe Ncanza brought from Brazil, is exceedingly white, and holds great fimili- 
tude with the Indian beans, whence the Portuguefe give it the name of Brazil beans. 

Cangula, another fort of pulfe, is greatly efteemed by the Blacks, but little valued 
by us Europeans. Mampunni, or maize, is much like Indian wheat. 

Maffa Mamballa fhoots up in ftalks about the height of our wheat ; to which it is not 
unlike both in ears and whitenefs: it yields a white flower, and is lefs offenfive to fome 
ftomachs than others. 2 

The feed of the herb Maffango greatly refembles that of our hemp. 

The plant Afely runs up as high as a halbert ; its ears not unlike our millet: it gives 
the gripes or choke to thofe that are not accuftomed to eat of it. 

The Luuo may be preferved many years: its ear is triangular ; its grain like unto that 
of millet: its colour red, and its fubftance no way prejudicial to health. 

Of thofe plants that grow but little above-ground, the moft in efteem is the Ananas ; 
its leaves are like thofe of alues, and its fruit greatly refembles pine-apples, and differs 
from them only in that thefe are yellow, and, when ripe, all pulp: on the top of this 
fruit there grows a tuft-of leaves, which being taken off and planted, produces a new 
plant. When this fruit is ripe, it exceeds the melon in lufcioufnels,; but if you cut it 
green, it prefently dries up and confumes. 

Concerning fruit-trees, fetiing afide the Nicefi, Bonane, and Mamai, which I have 
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the moft valued is that which bears the name of the Count. The fruit of this tree is 
not unlike the giant-pear, and has but an ordinary out-fide, though inwards it is as 
white as milk. Its feed is like to a bean, and its juice is fo exceedingly pleafant, that it 
is commonly given to fick people to recover their taftes. About the mountains of 
Congo I have feen feveral of thefe trees that grow wild. The Cafhia fruit is much 
larger than an apple, and, when ripe, is plentifully beautified with yellow and crimfon. 
From its. core it throws out another fruit of a dufky-colour, which, being roafted 
in the fire, taftes like a chefnut; and is naturally hot, though the other be mild and 
refrefhing. 

The Guaiavas are a fruit not unlike pears: they have fhort ftalks, are yellow with- 
out, and carnation within; and they would be more in requeft were their feeds, which 
ftick clofe to the pulp, not quite fo hard. 

‘The Chichere are a fort of plums like to thofe the Italians call Cafcavelle, which 
being a little eager, are given to people in fevers. 

The plant Colas affords various kinds of fruit; which being inclofed, as it were, in 
a crimfon purfe (its huiks), is much valued by the Portuguefe, infomuch that when- 
ever they meet any lady in the ftreet whom they defign to honour, they prefently offer 
her fome of thefe fruit ; they fay that, chewing it, it makes water drink pleafant. 

Palm-trees here are of different kinds: thofe efteemed the moft, are fuch as produce 
both oil and wine. Thefe are to be feen thinly planted up and down in the fields. 
‘The oil they have is got from the fruit which grows in clufters, but fo clofe, that they 
feem to be all one piece. Thefe clufters are fo large, that a ver ftrong man muft not 
pretend to carry abové one or two of them. In the language of the country they have 
the name of Chachij, and their feeds or ftones, whereof they have a great number, are 
called Embe. From thefe, which are like a date, being pounded fmall with hot water, 
they extraét an oilinefs, which they make ufe,of as we do of our oil. 

‘At certain times of the year the natives afcénd thefe palm-trees, by help of a hoop, to 
tap the wine: the manner of doing which is thus; wherever they perceive any flower 
blown, they prefently whip it off with a knife, and thruft the ftalk into a very large 
calabafh called Capaffo, which they cover and faften to the tree. When this is done 
they leave it, and in a fhort time have their bottle full of liquor as white as whey. This 
they let ftand-to purge itfelf for about a day after they had taken it down, which it will 
always ddito that degree, that its fermentation feems rather to be raifed by-a good fire, 
than any natural heat. When this is over, they rack it off the lee, and there remains a 
perfect tafte of wine, called by them Melaffo, which often makes the Blacks drunk. 
‘They are obliged to drink it foon after, for in three days time it will turn to vinegar, 
and in four coagulate and ftink. The nature of this tree is principally hot, though it 
produces oil as well as wine, which is naturally cold, and every body. knows will con- 
geal like butter. 

There is another fort of wine called Embetta, of a colder nature, drawn much after 
the fame manner from another fort of palm-tree; but this tree ‘generally yields a 
greater quantity, and is planted on the fide of a river, and no where elfe. ‘The tree is 
called Matome. 

In thofe countries where thefe palm-trees that produce wine do not grow, the people 
_ have artificial ways of procuring it. For this end they let Indian wheat foak in water 
- for fome time, in like manner as we do wheat to make ftarch of, ‘This they afterwards 
take out, and having well beaten and preffed it, they put the liquor into a pot, whence 
it is after a while drawn off into another, and then they drink it with a great deal, of 
pleafure. This liquor they call by the name of Guallo. 4 
Thefe 
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There is another kind of palm called Tamgra, which bears a fruit like olives : but theft 
having little or no tafte, generally fall to the fhare of the apes and monkeys. Another 
fort there is, whofe fruit are long ftrings of little balls extremely hard; which neverthé- 
lefs, after they are pounded and mixed with the powder of the Engalla, or wild boars 
teeth, compofe a wonderful cordial. Thefe trees are called Mateba, . 

That palm which is very like the Matome, if it be not the fame, affords a fort of 
thread from its leaves, whereof the natives weave cloth. Its fmalleft branches being 
both fmooth and pliant, ferve to make travelling nets of, and which the better fort of 
Blacks, but efpecially we Whites, ufe for that purpofe. Of the greater branches, both 
they and we commonly build our houfes. 

‘The fruit of the tree called Mabocche is not unlike our oranges ; they are exceedingly 
round, and have very tough rinds. Within they have feveral feeds like unto thofe 
in pomegranates, but placed more confufedly : the tafte of them is fo very pleafant 
and delightful, being fomewhat inclined to the fharp, that they are commonly given to 
perfons that lie fick of fevers to rectify and refrefh their palates. Of thefe there are 
two forts, the greater and the leffer ; but by how much the latter muft yield in bulk, 
by fo much it for the moft part gains in perfeétion. 

The Donno tree has its bark only to boaft of, being in virtue and fragrancy not much 
unlike to our cinnamon. Although this country has not the plant garlic itfelf, yet has 
it neverthelefs a tree, whofe wood not only fmells like it, but has its tafte alfo, and 
moreover is commonly made ufe of after the fame mariner. 

The Aliconde is a tree immeafurably great ; within the cavity of whofe trunk, it 
being py hollow at the bottom, hogs are commonly kept from the fun. The 
fruit of it is very like to our pumpions, with a ftalk about the bignefs of a man’s finger, 
and in length near two or three foot. ‘The ufe of the fhells of thefe fruit is commonly 
either for veffels or bottles. The inner rind of this tree being well foaked and beaten, 
yields a fort of matter to fpin, much more durable and finer than our hemp, and which 
is made ufe of here for that purpofe. Cotton here is to be gathered in great abun- 
dance, and the thrubs it grows on are fo prolific, that they never almoft leave 
{prouting. 

Having thus fpoken of divers’ plants and fruit-trees of the leaft note, I will proceed 
to defcribe others of both kinds, that have phyfical virtues afcribed to them. 

Amongft thefe the tree Angariaria has the firft place; either the wood or rooPof this 
tree is faid to be good to drive away any pains in the fide, occafioned by the ftone, gra- 
vel, or the like; but however the molt efficacious part of it is its fruit, which is not 
unlike to our acorn. Hence it comes to pafs, that no difeafe of this kind was ever 
known to have continued long in thefe parts. 

Another tree of medicinal virtue is the Chifecco, any part of which being reduced 
to powder, and mixed with water, is good againft fevers ; and being applied either to _ 
the forehead or temples of the fick perfon, infallibly prevents his fainting. 

The Chicongo, a tree likewife, has a purgative power attributed to it. 

What is moft furprifing, is the nature of the tree Mignamigna, which produces poi- 
fon in one part, and its antidote in another; if any perfon be poifoned either by the 
wood or fruit, then the leaves ferve to cure him; and if he be poifoned by the leaves 
of them, then he muft have recourfe either to the fruit or wood: th’ fruit of this tree 
is like a little lemon. . 

Our old lay-brother Leonard, whom I have had often occafion to mention in this 
relation, and who had lived in this country many and many vears. told me he had feen 
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three plants of Storax, Gum-benjamin, and Caflia; but that neither of them were held 
in any efteem by the Blacks. * 

As to pepper, what I have to fay is only this; being one day grievoufly tormented 
with wind, 1 afked a noble Negro, if he could help me to a remedy, he anfwered, 
“ Yes,” and immediately fetched me fome pepper. I took it according to his pre- 
feriptions, and received relief. I afterwards demanded of him, whence that came; he 
told me it was brought from a wood juft out of the count’s dominions. And doubtlefs 
there are many other excellent produéts in thefe parts, which for want of being fuffici- 
ently known, lofe their efteem. : 

T fhould have told you before, that within the dominions of Sogno, there are many 
excellent lemons ; and wherewith one particular ifland fo abounds, that there are no 
other trees to be found in it except here and there an orange-tree. In the way to 
Singa you meet with vaft woods of orange-trees, which go by the name of Portugal, 
but rather deferve that of China, for their thin rinds and lufcious pulps. 

As to birds, this country has two forts like ours, which are fparrows and turtles ; 
the firft of which, in time of rain, change their colour to red, though they afterwards 
return to what they were of before, which is ufual with other forts of fowl. Here are 
alfo eagles, but to fay the truth, not fo large as I have feen elfewhere. T have more- 
over obferved divers kinds of parrots here, which were very different from thofe of 
‘Brazil. The crows of this country are white upon their breafts, and on the top of 
their wings, but black every-where elle like ours of Europe. 

Pelicans are often to be met with as you travel to Signa; they are all over black, 
except on their breafts, which nature has adorned with a kind of flefh-colour like to 
that of the neck of a turkey. Whether this be the true pelican or not, which naturalifts 
fay feeds her young with her own blood, and at the-expence of her life, I fhall not 
undertake to determine. . ; 

Father Francis da Pavia, my companion into thefe parts, through his long experience 
has informed me, that whilft he was on a journey to Singa, he obferved certain large 
white birds, with long beaks, necks, and feet, which, whenever they heard the leaft 
found of an inftrument, began immediately to dance and leap about in the rivers where 

. they always refided, and whereof they were great lovers ; this, he faid, he took great 
pleafure fécontemplate, and continued often for fome time upon the banks of the rivers 
to obfetve. 

There is another fort of birds fo exceedingly white and fine, efpecially in their tails, 
that the white ladies buy them up at any rate to adorn themfelves with. ‘There are 
divers other kinds of birds and fowl, which for brevity fake I omit {peaking of. 

Concerning thefe and other birds building their nefts, Iobferved that fparrows, and 
fuch-like little birds, built them after the form of our fwallows nefts. ‘Lhe materials 

_ they make ufe of, are for the moft-part the thread of palm-leaves, which they draw 
out thence with their beaks, and afterwards carry to the place where they defign to 
build. he manner of their building is round a flender bough, whereby when the 
wind blows, their young are rocked about in their nefts, like children in their cradles. 

The greater fort of birds build, either on the top, in the trunk, or on .the thorny 
boughs of the tree called Mafuma. The prickles of this tree are exeeedingly hard, 
and its fruit fomething refembles a green citton: and which when opened throws forth 
a wonderful fine«wool (no filk finer, fofter, nor cooler), whereof are commonly made 
pillows and bolfters for fick people. 

Of wild hens I have fpoken in another place, and here J again affirm, that they are 


in this country much better tafted, and more beautiful than the tame ones, The fame 
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{ have to fay of the pattridges, which are much like to ours, but neither of which are 
any ways valued by the natives, and therefore thep feldom or never look after them. 

But among all the winged inhabitants of this climate, none pleafed me fo much as 
that little bird defcribed by Father Cavazzi in his Hiftorical pon Wags b. 1. p. 50. 
no. 153. This bird, not much unlike a fparrow, at firft fight feems wholly black, 
but upon a nearer view may be difcovered to be of a kind of blue. As foon as 
day breaks, he fets up his notes and fings; but the excellency of his fong is, that 
it harmonioufly, and almoft articulately pronounces the name of Jefus Chrift ; which 
repeated by many of them in concert, is a heavenly mufic worthy our fpecial obfer- 
vation, feeing thofe heathen nations excited to own the true God by irrational creatures. 
They are excited by the heavens forming a crofs of {tars under the zone, which many 
have defcribed, and I beheld; they are excited by the mountains, which have the 
crofs carved on them, as has been faid, without knowing by whom ; they are excited 
by the earth, which draws the crucifix on its fruit called Nicefo, as we have obferved. 
In fine, thefe little angels excite them with their voices, yet all thefe things are of little 
force to move the hardened hearts of thofe Gentiles. 

It isa wonderful bird mentioned by our Father Coprani, in his Cambr. Iluft, whofe 
fong confifts of thefe plain words, Va Dritto; that is, go right. Nor is there lefs to 
be admired in another bird in thefe parts, and particularly the kingdom of Matamba, 
which, as travellers are on their way, harmoniouily fings, “* Vuichi, Vuichi,” which in 
the language of the Blacks fignifies, honey, honey; and tkipping from one place to 
another, refts upon the tree where the honey is, that the paffengers may take it, and 
the bird feed on what remains. But it fometimes falls out, that following the cry of 
the bird, the paffenger falls into the clutches of fome lion that lies hid, and fo meets 
his death inftead oe honey ; therefore when the bird cries, if he fees not the honey, 
they are aware of the hidden lion, and fly in time. 

Among the variety of numerous quadrupeds, the moft wonderful are the elephants, 
being, as it were, living and moving mines of moft curious white ivory, whereof fo: 
great a trade is made; but thefe being vulgarly known to all perfons, I will give no 
other account but only of the manner of killing them. 

When thefe beafts are gathered together in a herd, the hunter anointing himfelf all 
over with their dung, gets in flily with his lance in his hand among them#+there does 
he creep about from one to the other, under their bellies, till he fees an opportunity 
to ftrike any of them under their ear, by which wound they are eafily to be brought 
to the ground. After the ftroke given, the hunter takes immediate care to efeape, 
before the beaft can well turn about to revenge himfelf; and the,other beafts being 
deceived by the fmell of their dung, take no notice of his crying out, and flouncing, 
fuppofing it to be only one of their young. By thefe means the reft of the herd 
walking on, and forfaking their falling companion, leave him a_prey to the fuccefsful 
hunter. If the wounded elephant happens to purfue his affaulter, he can eafily baffle 
him, by taking to many roads, for it is a very difficult thing for this beaft to turn his 
body fo often as fuch a dodging would require, The Negroes are wont to diftil a water 
by the fun from the bones of this animal’s legs, which is held to be good againft 
aitmas, fciaticas, or any cold humours. Some of the pagans of thefe parts, particu- 
larly the Giaghi, have a kind of devotion for the tail of this beaft’, for when any one 
of their captains or chief lords comes to die, they commonly preferve one of thefe tails 
in memory of him, and to which they pay a fort of adoration, out of an opinion they 
have of its great ftrength. For the fake of cutting off thefe tails only, they often 
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undertake this hunting; but which amputation muft be performed at one blow, and 
from a living elephant, or their fuperftition will allow it no virtue. 

In this country of Sogno there are no lions, tigers, nor wolves to be met with, which 
neverthelefs other parts of this fide of Africa are not exempt from. When any of thefe 
beafts, efpecially tigers, happen to enter the count’s dominions, he that firft difcovers 
them is obliged to go immediately to a governor, or Mani, and acquaint him therewith ; 
whereupon an alarm is prefently beat to raife the country, and the people being fo raifed, 
forthwith apply all their endeavours, whether by fhouts,, drums, or inftruments 
of war, to force the beaft into the open field. After they have got hjm there, they 
fingle out one among them to aflault him; which the perfon pitched upon performs 
with a fharp long knife in one hand, and a flight manageable fhield in the other. As 
often as the beaft leaps at him, the combatant receives his attempts on his fhield, till at 
lait, taking his opportunity, he whips off one or more of his legs with his knife, whereby 
the beaft being difabled, eafily becomes a victim to the conqiterer’s fury. The Royal 
Lions, fo called for their generofity, carry themfelves with majefty, and do not hurt 
unlefs provoked by fome accident. : 

In Sogno there are a fort of wild dogs, who going out to hunt in great numbers, 
whenever they met with any lion, tiger, or elephant in their way, fet upon him with that 
fury, that they commonly bring him to the ground, though they lofe never fo many of 
their company by the attempt. Thefe dogs, notwithftanding their wildnefs, do little or 
no damage to the inhabitants. They are red-haired, have fmall flender bodies, and 
their tails turn up upon their backs like a greyhound’s, . 

The wolves that fometimes infeft thefe parts are fo very fubtle, that they will {cratch 
through the walls of the houfes built here with palm leaves, on purpofe to come at the 
people, whom having found, they immediately devour or tear to pieces. A certain 
woman once happening to go a little further from her houfe than ordinary, left her 
child within afleep: whilft the was gone, a wolf broke in, and lay down clofe by the 

-child that was afleep: The mother coming foon after, went in to feed her child, and 
{pied the wolf, who feeing himfelf difcovered, immediately fled. 

At fome huntings there have been taken in this country both wild men and women : 
which to confirm, Father Leonard once told me, that before my coming thither there 
chad been @e of that kind prefented to a friar of our order, which was again beftowed 
by him on the Portuguefe governor of Loanda. a3 

Monkeys there are here of divers kinds, fuch as the baboons, which are the largeft 
fort , another kind party-coloured, as big as a cat; and a third fort leaft of all, which 
neverthelefs, like the others, have all tails longer than their bodies. 

Here are likewile great numbers of wild goats, and rnany wild boars are to be found 

in the woods. The tamé goats of this country are fo exceedingly fertile, that they will 
bring forth three or four young ones at once. : 
* The fheep here do not produce wool, but hair; neither are the rams furnifhed with 
horns as with us, nor are the ewes fo fruitful as the goats before-named. | Goats-fleth is 
in much greater efteem in thefe parts than mutton, and therefore the natives chufe 
rather to geld their young goats than their lambs. ; 

Serpents are not in the leaft wanting here: thofe feen by me of greateft note were the 
Copras, a fort of fetpents whofe poifon is in their foam, which though at a great diftance 

_ they fpit into the eyes, and caufe fuch grievous piins, that unlefs there be fome woman 
‘by at the fame time, to affuage the pains with her milk, the party will become imme- 
diately blind. Thefe climb aboug in the houfes and trees night and day. 
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There is another fort of ferperits, as I-have been told, in this country which as foon 
as they are molefted by any traveller, will leap upon him, and a themfelves round 
about his body, fix a fharp {ting they have in their tails into his breaft, whereby he foon 
burfts and expires. The name of this ferpent is Embambe, and the way the natives 
have to cure themfelves of his wound, and fave theif lives, is by cutting him in two 
with a knife, which they carry about them for that purpofe, as foon as ever he has en- 
tered his fting, : 

But from hence let us proceed to give an account of more memorable matters, In 
the fecond year of my miflion I was forced to do my duty for fome time alone, by rea- 
fon that our fuperior being dead, my companion, Father Jofeph, was advanced to that 
dignity, and was gone to refide in the kingdom of Angola. At the fame time the Moft 
Reverend Cardinal Cibo writ us a letter in the name of the facred college, complaining 
that the pernicious and abominable abufe of felling flaves was yet continued among us, 
and requiring us to ufe our power to remedy the faid abufe; which, notwithftandin , Wwe 
faw little hopes of accomplihing, by reafon that the trade of this country lay wholly in 
flaves and ivory, Neverthelefs, meeting together not long after, we joined our addrefles 
to the King of Congo, and count of Sogno, and obtained the favour from them, that 
the heretics at leaft fhould be excluded from dealing in this merchandize; and that efpe- 
cially the Englifh, who made it their chief bufinefs to buy flaves here, and to carry 
them to Barbadoes, an iflad of theirs in the Weft Indies, where they were to be 
brought up in the Proteftant religion, fo very contrary to ours. This letter was firft 
read by me to the count, and afterwards on a feaft-day I made the contents of it known 
to the people, earneltly recommending to them to have a compaflionate regard to fo 
many miferable creatures, their countrymen, that were daily fuffered to come under 
the power of heretics, that would not only enflave them, but likewife pervert the good 
principles we had inftilled into them. I moreover urged, that if there were a neceflity 
for a trade of this kind, they fhould fooner have to do with the Hollanders, who were 
obliged to deliver fo many flaves at Cadiz every year, whereby their countrymen might 
have ftill the happinefs of continuing among Catholics, though in bonds. 

I propofed likewife for them to trade in this nature with the Portuguefe, rather than 
the Hollanders ; which they would not hearken unto for feveral reafons, ; 

Firft, Becaufe they would by no means have that nation eftablith themes in their 
country. Secondly, By reafon that they would give them no opportunity to fell their 
armsand ammunition amongftthem: and Thirdly, Becaufe they always under-valued 
the flaves, and never offered fo much as they were worth, * 

Thefe, with fome others, have been the reafons that the Portuguefe have never yet 
been able to get any footing in Sogno. , : 

A year almoft paft before there was any fhip appeared in this country; at laft an 
Englith veffel came to anchor there. ‘This I immediately advifed the count of, requiring 
at the fame time, that if fhe were really Englith, fhe fhould not be fuffered to land any 
perfon whatfoever. The count’s anfwer was, that I fhould be obeyed: but which I ob- 
ferved to be fpoke by him with fuch coldnefs, that I could eafily difcover in him a con- 
trary intention ; and which I was the more confirmed in, when I reflected upon the pro- 
fit he was to make, both by the buyer and the feller. All this while the captain of the 
thip pretended that he would tarry only three days to take in freff provifions ; which 
being paft, he fcarcely fhewed the leaft fign of being gone. While he was yet in the 
river, | happened to go down to the fhore to fpeak with the Mafucca, or Receiver of the 
Whites. Being but ee entered his houfe, I faw twa Englifhmen, who I thought had 
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to go out again: but fcarce had I reached the threfhold, before I heard a brace of piftol- 
bullets whiz by my ear. At this being aftonithed, I looked about, but faw nobody. 
Then I fell on my knees, returned thanks to heaven for my efcape; and afterwards 
went in again boldly to make my complaint to the mafter of the houfe of the villainy, 
which I fuppofe was defigned me by thefe Englifhmen: but to my great difappointment 
he returned me neither a compliment nor a refentment. 

‘The day following the before-mentioned captain came to me, but that rather to affront 
than confer with me ; demanding of me at firft fight, “¢ What I had to do to oppofe the 
Englith trading in that port?” 'To which I replied, « That purfuant to an agreement 
between me and the count, all heretics were to be excluded from dealing in flaves 
throughout the dominions of Sogno, but as to all other matters of traffick they were at 
liberty.” « What do you mean by heretics ?”” quoth he. ‘Is not our Duke of York a 
Roman Catholic, and chief of our company, from whom I have a full power to trade, 
where, and in what merchandize I pleafe?”” « Granted,” faid 1; but then I alledged 
further, “ That I was fure it was not the intention of that Duke, (that Chriftians fhould 
be bought and fold for flaves, nor that fuch as he (meaning the captain) fhould be al- 
lowed not only to trade, but likewife to rob and infeft the fhores wherever they came, 
in like manner as another Englifh captain had done there laft year ; who, as foon as he 
had taken in all his lading, fell to wafting the country, and forced away feveral of the 
natives into flavery, and killed many others that he could not get away. This (I told 
him) I would affuredly acquaint the Duchefs of York, my country-woman, with, that 
the Duke her hufband’s reputation might not fuffer, and fuch offenders might be pu- 
nifhed as they well deferved.” To this the captain began to reply with great heat, de- 
fending both himfelf and his countryman, the other captain, thinking to overcome 
reafon with noife; and if fome people had not come in to my affiftance, I know 
not what might have comeon it. I afterwards fent to let the count know, that I fhould 
not open the church-doors till thofe heretics, that were enemies both to our church 
and him, were gone. This meffage foon brought the count to our convent, where, 
when he entered to fpeak with me, there came in with him only one man, who 
had a long knife in his hand drawn about four inches out of the fheath: this 
knife, as knelt on the ground, he held with one hand on the haft, and the other 
on the fheath. For the better underftanding of this, you muft know that whenever 
the count comes to fpeak with us, nobody has leave to enter the room with him 
but the interpreter: and when any extraordinary cafe requires another’s coming in, 
he inuft kneel all the while, in like manner as the interpreter is obliged to do. 
The count began with me very low, endeavouring to convince me, that, confidering the 
many enemies that furrounded him on all fides, he ought to provide himfelf of arms and 
ammunition of war, and which he could beft do from the European fhips that came to 
trade in his dominions. ‘This and the like he urged with a great deal of cunning, but at 
length perceiving by my anfwers that he gained but little upon me, he began to gather up 
his countenance, and to move his lips quick in order to thunder out fome dreadful 
menaces againft me; but which I timely perceiving, flarted up upon my feet, and pre- 
yented his fury with the following words: ‘ The reafon,” faid J to him refolutely, “« of my 
coming into your dominions, was for the fervice of God, and the falvation of your fouls ; 
and in order to that duty incumbent on me, I cannot difpenfe with the hazarding even 
of my life, in withdrawing fo many poor fouls from out of the power of Lucifer,” 
(meaning the flaves to be bought by heretics,) ‘* which neverthelefs you feem by your 
arguments to give wholly up to him. Think then, my lord count,” continued I, “ on 
your own cafe in fo palpable an a& of difobedience; for as for my part, I fhall always 
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endeavour to perfift in my duty.” Having fpoke thefe words, I immediately offered to 
go out of the room, but the repenting count catching me. faft hold by the arm, and 
changing his countenance almoft from black to yellow, would by no means fuffer me fo 
to do, crying out, ‘¢ Hear my reafons firft, Father; hear my reafons before you go.” 
Then clapping himfelf down upon a bench, he fell into a long difcourfe, but in which I 
eften interrupting him, he at laft lew away in a great paffion, muttering and mumbling 
to himfelf, “‘ That he was the head of the church in his dominions, and that I without 
him could do nothing ; no, not fo much as baptize a child.” By thefe and other fuch 
like fpeeches of his, I could eafily perceive that he fided with the Englifh, and I was tho- 
roughly convinced thereof afterwards, when he caufed proclamation to be made at three 
of the clock in the morning, to forbid all his fubje€ts throughout the whole Banza to go 
any more to our church; but this he neverthelefs did without laying any penalty on 
thofe that difobeyed him, and confequently his fubjects being true fervants of God, took 
ho manner of notice of his proceeding, but continued to come to church as before. 
Notwithftanding their good difpofitions, I thought myfelf obliged to excommunicate the 
count by fixing a fchedule on the church-doors, and which I did by an authority fent 
me from the bithop of Angola. Hence it followed that our flaves that belonged to the 
offices of the church, as likewife thofe that ferved in the convent, immediately forfook 
me, and that I fuppofe by inftigation of their prince who had withdrawn them, to caufe 
me the fooner to comply. Whilft I yet continued firm in my refolutions, a Dutch fhip 
appeared in the harbour; foon after her arrival the count’s fecretary brought her cap- 
tain, according to cuftom, to me for my benedi€tion, which neverthelefs the Englith 
captain had neglected to afk; I gave it him, and by thofe means extinguithed part of 
the fury inftilled into the people’s breafts by the magicians and wizard againft me; for 
they had made it their bufinefs to make the people believe, that I purpofely oppofed the 
aforefaid contraéts with the Europeans, that their nation might be unprovided of arms 
and ammunition when their enemies the Portuguefe came againft them, and which they 
likewife affirmed I by fecret means encouraged. The anchoring this fhip in the harbour 
occafioned the fpeedy departure of the other; for in lefs than thirteen days after the 
hoifted fail and put to fea, carrying away with her about fourteen or fifteen of the 
natives of Sogno, befides near a hundred more which the captain faid had ipeen fold him 
by the pagans. * 

Finding an opportunity to acquaint my fuperior, in the kingdom of Angola, with 
thefe matters, | immediately fet about it, and difpatched away two letters, but which 
were both intercepted, by order from the count: this coming to my ears, I writ three 
more, one of which I confided to a faithful Black, promifing him a confiderable re- 
ward if he delivered it; the other two I fent publicly, which were intercepted, as 
before. About the fame time the count likewife writ a letter to the bifhop of Loanda, 
complaining, “ That J would neither adminifter the facraments, nor open the church ;” 
and befides, ‘That I had condemned the wizards to death in an open congregation.” 
To this the faid bithop, well knowing both the treachery and hypocrify of the Blacks, 
gave no anfwer; but however foon after fent my fuperior, accompanied with Father 
Benedict 4 Belvedere, to affift me. Here mark the providence of God! Whilft the 
count continued in his obftinacy, a certain difeafe that reig d in the neighbouring 
parts, called in the Portuguefe Bexigas, but in ours the fmall-pox, had reached his 
dominions, and whereof great numbers died daily. ‘The people being fenfible that 
this muft be fent as a judgment among them, gathered forthwith together, and ad- 
dreffed themfelves with great earneftnefs to the count, advifing him, ° To retra& and 
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both upon’ him and them, they would infallibly rife againft him for redrefs.”_ To 
this the count anfwered, ‘ That it had never been his: defires, that they fhould fuffer 
ariy ways upon his account ; and that what he had forbid by his proclamation, was only 
to frighten the miffioner into obedience : but fince they were of opinion that what had 
befallen them was occafioned by this injunétion, he was willing,‘ if he might thereby 
confirm their fafety, to take it off.” Though he foon after was as good as his word, 
yet were the pee not wholly fatisfied,. affirming, “ That they would not die like 
dogs, but like fue Chriftians, as they had been bred, and therefore willed “him ‘to 
prefent himfelf before me, to afk forgivenefs for his crime, to the end that the charch- 
doors might be again fet open: to them.”” This he foon after accomplifhed, in the fol- 
lowing manner, but whether through fincerity or hypocrify } {hall not pretend to 
determine :—— Having clothed all his courtiers in like manner as they were wont to be 
when, they go to receive ambaffadors, he alone appeared in fackcloth, unfhod, with a 
crown of thorns on his head, a crucifix in his hand, and a large cable rope about his 
neck: in this manner, coming to our convent, he proftrated himfelf humbly at the 
gate, befeeching me to pardon him his crime, and only excufing himfelf, that what 
he did was done rafhly and. without confideration, but that he was now ready to make 
me all manner of fatisfa€tion for his difobedience. He remembered me moreover of 
the prefumption of David, and hoped, that like him having repented, he fhould like- 
wife receive mercy. Having faid thus much, he gave his crucifix to one of his attendants 
to hold, and afterwards kneeled and kiffed my feet: hereupon I immediately raifed 
him:from the ground, took off the crown of thorns from his head, and rope from his 
neck, and then repeated to him thofe words which I formerly uttered to another perfon 
on the like occafion, ‘‘ If you have fined like David, imitate him likewife in your 
repentance.” After this I waited upon him out as far as the ftreet, and then left him. 
He afterwards came a fecond time in the aforefaid manner to have his excommu- 
nica taken off: but I told him, “ That I would willingly have complied with his 
defires, but that in about three days time my fuperior would come into thofe parts, 
and that it was more proper for him to abfolve fo great a perfon as he.” I farther told 
him, ‘ That’as for his accomplices, I would undertake to give them abfolution,” which 
I foon after performed both to his and their fatisfaGtion. At laft the expected Father 
arrived, and having acquainted him with what had been already done, he after a 
delay “of. afew days ae the penitent count abfolution. Having received this great 
favour and affiftance from the bifhop, 1 thought myfelf obliged to return him my moft 
humble thanks and acknowledgements, and withal to inform him of the caufe,:- manner, 
and time of my fhutting up the church, as likewife with the reafons I had to thteaten 
the wizards with the punifhment the count had writ to him about. 
The Dutch all this while followed their trade clofe. A certain captain among them 
called Cornelius Clas,‘ having acquired a reputation with the natives by his fubtilties, 
- went about fowing his heretical tares amidft the true corn of the gofpel. Amongift 
other (damnable) doétrines, he maintained, that baptifm was alone neceflary to falva- 
tion, becaufe it took away original fin, as the blood of our Saviour did actual fin. 
The better to comply with the Blacks, whom he knew to be defirous of greater liberty 
in thofe matters, he affirmed, there was need of no other facrament than that of bap- 
tifm; and that if they had a mind to communicate, they fhould do it, but that con- 
- feflion was not necéflary, being only to. be underftood figuratively. And he farther 
(impudently) difowned the real prefence of Chrift in the confecrated hoft. To pro- 
cure himfelf with the greater credit, he often invoked the faints to his affiftance, and 
efpecially St.Anthony, though his tribe generally deny the praying to faints to be of 
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any ufe to us. He afterwards repeated feveral expreflions here and there out of our 
fermons in Lent, and then proceeded to ridicule them ‘after the following manner : — 
“ QO! cried he, * your father’s an able preacher and a great fcholar, he hits the nail 
on the head, and talks to the purpofe; but if he would improve you thoroughly, he 
ought to advance fuch and fuch doétrines” (which by the way were moft pernicioufly 
heretical). Thus he run on for above an hour together, exploding our opinions and 
recommending his own, till he had at laft fo far prevailed upon thofe miferable Negroes, 
that their hearts were become as black as their countenances, Although this perfon’s 
principles and defigns came at length to be known, yet were the moft ignorant never- 
thelefs affeCted with his arguments and perfuafions; but notwithftanding thefe mifchiefs 
came not to our knowledge till after the departure of their author. 

Let us now come to other matters not unlike the foregoing. In the fifth year of 
my miffion another Englith fhip happened to come to an anchor in the river: as foon 
as I perceived it, I went to the count and faid, “ Behold, my lord, another Englith 
fhip appears in the harbour!” and at the fame time ag aed of him not to permit any 
of the men to land, for fear of the like inconveniences that had before happened : he 
feemed to comply readily with my defires, and promifed that none fhould; neverthe- 
lefs felf-intereft blinding him again, he received the accuftomed prefents, and fuffered 
them to trade again within his dominions, which we would by no means agree to. 
The captain came with his commiffion to our convent, and endeavoured to find me 
out, but could not. In the mean-time, without any further delay, we publithed a 
manifefto, that upon pain of excommunication none fhould prefume to fell any flaves 
to the Englith: but as to bartering ivory, ebony, or the like with them, they might. 
freely do it. The captain hereupon could get but five negroes, and thofe he bought 
before the manifefto was publithed. He came a fecond time to my apartment accom» 
panied by a Dutch captain, and with a great deal of fubmiffion faid to me, « Father, 
what reafon have I given you to deny me, tfo much to my difadvantage, a free trade in 
this port, when I have fuffered fo many hardfhips, and undergone fo great peril. in 
my voyage hither?” To which I courteoufly anfwered, “ That I would do any thing 
that lay in my power to ferve any Chriftian, and him in particular, who appeared to 
be fo very civil, but that in this matter I could do nothing without an order from my 
fuperior.” I told him further, “ That though I was againft his trading afhore, as 
being an Englifhman, and confequently a heretic, I could not prevent his doing it by 
fea, and therefore if he could find any to traffic with him he might freely do it :” 
“* That is what I would rather have,” replied the captain, “ for thereby I may trade 
cuftom-free. Now I perceive,’ continued he, “ that thefe brutes,” meaning the 
Negroes, “ have always their hands open to receive prefents, but when there is any 
favour to be returned, they immediately fhrug up their fhoulders and excufe them- 
felves, pretending the miffioners will not let them grant it. But why,” added he, 
“ ‘did they not explain themfelves at firft, that I ‘might have faved my prefent, and 
failed about my butfinefs elfewhere ? It hall go hard, but I will make them know whom 
they have to deal with.’ Then turning to me, he faid, ‘ Well, Father, I cannot but 
thank you heartily for acquainting me with the truth, and let them reftore to me what 
I gave them, and J will be gone. But firft,”? quoth he, « give me leave to prefent 
Your Reverence with a barrel of wheat-flour to make your Hofts of, a fmall veffel 
of Aqua.vitee, and fomething elfe that may He within the verge Gf my capacity.” J 
returned him a thoufand thanks for his kind proffers, and told him, that though I had 
occafion for the wheat-flour I would by no means accept it of him, and afterwards 
having forced a batket of fruit upon him difmiffed him. The count having difpofed of 
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the prefett that’ was given him, could by no means reftore it, and befides’ dufit ‘not 
for fear df excommunication provide him the flaves he had promifed. This fo' vexed 
the captain, that taking only along with him two’flaves, and alittle ivory he had got 
before, he left his houfe in the night-time, and went immeédlately aboard his fhip ; 
bis’ landlord foon mifling him got up betimes, and went after him for his rent, but 
the captain having caufed three Patereroes to be ‘turned againft the Negro’s boat, 
dared. him to.come near him after the following manner: “ Come hither, flave,’? 
quoth he, “ and I will pay you in a certain coin that you very well deferve.” After 
which, beftowing a great many curfes on him, he fet fail and departed. - The ‘count 
Was again excommunicated for ‘his difobedience, but not by a paper fixed up at thé 
church-doors formally, which he took with much patience. Though a Black, he is an 
abfolute prince, and not unworthy of a crown, though he were in Italy, ¢onfidering 
the humber of his fubjects, and large domihions, 

“Before the Englifhman had weighed anchor to be gone, another Dutch fhip came 
into the river, which my companion Father Benedict dai Belvedere fevttrne: dmme- 
diately oppofed the landing of any-of lier'‘men ; his reafon was that ‘they wert ‘heretics, 
in like manner as the Englifh, ‘and which he confirmed by the herefies the above-nien- 
tioned Dutch captain had not long before fpread amongft us. I could not well diffent 
from this opinion of his, néverthelefs for quietnefs-fake I told him, that fince we had 
fo luckily got rid of the Englifh, we mutt of neceffity admit of the Dutch, or the peo- 
ple would be apt to rebel; for not caring to trade with the Portuguefe for fome 
reafons beft known to themfelves, they would have ‘noboby elfe to utter their com- 
modities to, which would prove no {mall detriment both to the church and the fate. 
He underftood me I don’t queftion, but notwithftanding took little or no notice of what 
I'faid, being tranfported with too great a zeal for the church’s good, which, had it not 
_ beeri- fo exceffive, might have fucceeded better than it did. it 

On Eafter-Day there was a great feaft held throughout the count’s dominions, when 
the eleétors and governors were obliged to come to’ court to wifh their lord a happy 

Eafter, according to cuftom., He that voluntarily abfented himfelf was looked upon 

asa rebel, and thofe that came were tréatéd at the count’s charge; the electors and 

oveinors dividing the provifions amongft their followers. My aforefaid companion 

Rearing a confufed found of inftruments, and many loud acclamations from the people 

gathered together in vaft numbers, made what hafte he could to them that he night 

prevent thofe feftivals, which he looked upon as not proper to be celebratéd’in a 

place where the count affifted, who then ftood excommunicated. For'my ‘part I 

could not well fathom his intentions, for he only came to me and demanded my 

bleffing and leave to go out of the convent, which I could not refufe him.’ At his 

firft coming the chief ele€tor came up to him to falute him, which he coldly received © 
and returned; after a few compliments they came to complaints: My companion 
began to blame them fot having fo courteoufly admitted of- the Hollanders, as alfo for 
folemnifing of this feaft, whfeh they ought not to prefume to have done as matters 
went. This fo exafperated the eleétor, that he cried out with a gréat paffion, “ ‘What 
heretics! What Chriftians! What Catholics! Are we not all-to be faved by baptifm 
alone?” Father Benedi& being dut' of patience at thefe words, and truly moved for 
the honour of God’s fervice, though a little too exorbitantly, without anyreply ftepped 
“ upto him, and gave him a found box on the ear by way of admonition. This affront 
the eleétor’s people fo greatly referited, that they immediately gathered about him “to 
defend ‘him, and thofe. that were without the walls likewife made at the fame time 
an attempt to get into the place. The count, captain-general, and great-captain being 
1t foon 
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foon informed of what had happened, prefently interpofed to prevent 
receiving any damage from the fury of the, multitude, and afterwards, condiicréad him. 
fafe to our convent. The cliief intent of this. Father’s extraordinary. zeal, was to“make 
known to fo great a company of people got together, what danger. their. foyls were m 
by.converfing with heretics. ae 

“For my part I judged a fpeedy reconciliation with the elector highly neceffary, and 
therefore fome few days after I fent for him to our convent; he came, and ‘after 
having courteoufly received him, .J defired-him to recant fincerely whig he had faid, 
and afk Father Benedi&’s pardon, and I would abfolve him. _ To which he anfwered 
fmiling, ‘« That would be pleafant indeed ; I am the fufferer, and yet I muft be guilty 5 
he was the aggreffor, and yet I muft beg pardon. Muft I receive a how, and not- 
withftanding be thought to have offended ?” Then I replied, ‘* That mult not be taken 
for an injury, which was not fo intended ; the blow was not to offend, but defend you, 
being as it were a remembrance not to hearken to the errors of heretics, Befides you 
ought to confider that it was given out of paternal affection’by your fpiritual Father, 
and whom it did not mifbecome to give it. Moreover you know among us the bifhops 
do it in cafes of confirmation, and the perfon that receives it takes -it rather for an 
honour than affront. You ought to confefs that you deferved correétion for ventin, 
fo dangerous an opinion in the prefence of fo many true Qatholics.” Being pained 
by thefe reafons that he had been in the wrong, he confented to recant his error, ~ 
which he did after mafs at the church-door, confefling that what he had done was 
merely occafioned through paffion, and not out of any difobedience to the doétrine 
of:the church, for which he hada fincere veneration. ‘ Afterwards begging pardon of the 
aforefaid Father, and kiffing his feet, he was again received-into our communion. 
After: all this he made his humble acknowledgments to the count, for having prefumed 
to incline his people to a rebellion within his dominions. ae Sok ot 

“To extirpate this herefy effectually out of the minds of. the people, we took an 
oceafion, after we had given abfolution to the elector and his followers, to preach a 
fermon:to them to this purpofe: “ That whereas paradife was allowed by all to be a 
place of: the greateft purity and brightnefs, fo ought to be the minds of thofe who 
are in ele@tion to be admitted inhabitants thereof. Lucifer the prince of light, for 
having. fuffered himfelf to be contaminated with pride, occafioned his being thrown 
headlong: into-hell, together with his adherents. Can it feem poffible to you that fo 
pure-and peaceful a place fhould admit of the haughty and unclean? Some among you 
are like your own Maccacos, or monkeys amongft us, who keeping poffeffion of any thing 
they have ftolen, will fooner fuffer themfelves to be taken and killed than to let go their 
prey. So impure fwine wallow in their filth, and care not to becleanfed. ‘To remedy 
this, our Saviour inftituted the facrament of repentance, to the end that when man had 
finned, he might come and purify himfelf from his tranfgreflions.” Thefe and-many 
other fpiritual memorandums were given by us, proving at the fame time, that ve 
being all goodnefs, could not poffibly be the occafion of any evil. We then demanded" 
of them, “ If they were not convinced that this was true by the light of their, natural 
reafon?” They all anfwered with a common confent, “ That it was, and that they had 
been deceived by the heretical feducer, who had impofed doftrines upon them which 
were. contrary to the word of God. We hope therefore that for the future thefe 
herefies will be totally extinguifhed, fince we have taken fo much pains to decry them 
both in the pulpit and elfewhere.” The fame night that the count had been made ac- 
rai with his falling again under the fentence of excommunication, for having 
defigned to furnifh the Englifh with flaves, contrary to the manifefto publithed by us, 


a 


260 MEROLLA’S YOYACE TO CONGO. 


his countefs was feized with a fainting fit, occafioned either by her being with. child 
or elfe through the-difguft fhe had conceived at her hufband’s proceedings. Being 
thus ill, fhe immediately difpatched her fon to me to defire me to come to her, wha 
doubting whether I would comply or not, thought hiimfelf obliged to fwear, that his 
mother was at death’s door. Being moved by charity, I went accompanied by Father 
Stephen de Romano, who had fome {mall ikill in phyfic. By his means, and through 
God’s grace, fhe foon recovered, and was confeffed. This lady was, to give her her due, 
a very religio#s woman, and a great frequenter of the bleffed facrament; and befides, 
one that upon many occafions, when the count her hufband and we were at variance, 
would fend us divers refrefhments of oranges and lemons, and the like. The coant 
having obferved at a diftance the civility and kindnefs we fhewed to his wife, feemed 
to be mightily pleafed with it. ‘Thinking to take him in this good humour, I went up 
to him, and defired him to excufe what I had ordered him to be made acquainted with, 
having been thereto obliged by the duty of my funétion, and was for that end come 
into his country. I likewife told him, that if he would needs follow his own inclinations, 
he muft be a pagan, and could not deferve the title of a Chriftian; and moreover 


informed him what a ftrict account I had to give not only to my fuperiors, but alfo to 


my own confcience, and therefore exhorted him to fubmit himfelf to the cenfures of the 
church. I defired him to rgmember likewife how I had expofed my life for his good, 
and that I could not but have a particular kindnefs for him, being my fpiritual pupil. 
This I fpoke to prevent his. flying out into paffions and difdain, as he was wont to do . 
upon occafions of reproof. 

From mid Lent to Whitfuntide the count had not been'within the church-doors, except 
fometimes incognito ; but generally ftood at a diftance, whence he might fee the prieft 
at the altar, and where he heard mafs. On Afcenfion-eve he fent to beg of me for the 
love of God to abfolve him. I would have willingly complied with his requeft, but 
was prevented by Father Benedict, who alledged that it was by no means proper to take 
him again into our communion, till the Hollanders had weighed anchor, and were gone. 
On Whitfunday he fent a meflenger to me again, giving me to underftand, that his fub- 
jets not feeing him appear in the church as formerly might probably rife in a tumult; 
to prevent which he propofed to agree to all I had required of him, provided 1 would 
abfolve him. My anfwer was, that he fhould appear next morning at the fecond mafs, 
dreffed in mourning like a penitent, and fhould moreover bring aicag with him.all the 
electors, together with the two captains, the general, and great-captain. As I had com- 
manded, fo it was performed. Thofe others that ought to have been prefent, and could 
not come, were excufed upon fending proxies. Being all met, I addreffed myfelf to 
the count, and endeavoured to make him fenfible what damage he might do to many 
poor fouls as he was matter of, by encouraging them to have commerce with heretics. 
T remembered him alfo of the late affronts received from the Englifh, and indulged by 
him. Upon hearing this and a great deal more, which I do not think neceflary to 
repeat here, both the count and all the reft took an oath upon the holy Miffal, that 
they would fooner lofe their lives than fuffer any Englifh thip to enter any of their ports 
again, which is obferved and performed even to this day. ‘The penance | impofed upon 
the count was that he by his authority fhould oblige three hundred of thofe that lived 
in unlawful wedlock to marry. He gladly accepted the propofal, and afterwards entered 
the church with great pomp and univerfal joy, and never in the leaft offended after. 

The reconciled count not only performed what had been enjoined him, but brought 
aver Fane hundred ta the haly fate nf matrimony. Amonoft the reft there was one 
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of his to do the like at the fame time. My companion Father Benedi&t dbferving and 
wondering at the great care and diligence the count employed in reducing fo many 
ftrayed fouls to matrimony, cried out, “ As long as all is fecure here, I will go on'in 
my miffion, and try what I can do with others abroad, by urging thefe good examples 
to them.” As he hoped, fo it came to pafs; for in lefs than fix weeks he had canted’ 
above fix hundred to marry. This was a very laborious work, and put him into a vio- 
lent fit of ficknefs two days journey from our houfe. As foon as I pot te his beirig 
ill, Ifent for him home; but he would by no means comply with me, affirming, “ That 
a good foldier ought to die with his fword in his hand :” and further, “ That if he loft’ 
that opportunity of recovering fo many poor fouls from perdition, he knew not when 
he might have the like again offered him.” His death not long after, together’ with my 
being fick, put a ftop to fo great and fo good a work but Fort begun. a 

It is neceflary here to inform you, that in the dominions of Sogno, thofe that are law. 
fully married live with all manner of love and amity together, and particularly the wo- 
men, who are conftant to their hufbands, whether Blacks or Whites. The niany years’ 
that the Europeans have traded here, there has not been found one baftard among them, 
which are neverthelefs fo frequent to be met with in other countries. " Thefe women 
have a particular averfion to heretics, as may be perceived by what follows. A Dutch 
captain walking one a in this country, and obferving a married woman taking a pipe 
of tobacco after the cuftom of the country, fent his flave to her to defire her to let him 
have a whiff. The good woman hearing the meflage, took her pipe out of her mouth, 
and hugged it in her arms, and without anfwering a word proceeded on in her way. 
The flave neverthelefs profecuted his mafter’s requeft, and followed her, repeating often 
what he had before required, till at length perceiving her obftinate and fixed in a refufal, 
the better to incline her to refign the pipe to him, he gave her 4 box on the ear, threat- 
ening her with worfe, if fhe perfifted in a denial. The woman notwithftanding bore all 
patiently, and would not confent to gratify him, whatever he could do to her. I fhould 
have told you, for the better underftanding of this, that it is a cuftom in this country, 
that when any one obtains a pipe out of a woman’s mouth, it is a probable earneft of 
further favours. From hence may be learnt what a propenfity the women have to 
chattity in thefe parts, many of whom meet together on the firft day of Lent, and oblige 
themfelves to a ftriét continence till Eafter; infomuch that if any one among them 
fhould happen to deviate from the vow they had jointly engaged in, fhe would immedi- 
ately think herfelf guilty of a great fault, and confequently undergo voluntarily fome 
fevere penance. They are likewife moft rigid obfervers of all fafts enjoined by the 
church, and which they will not tranfgrefs even where neceflity requires they fhould, 
and in which cafes we are obliged to command them to do it to fave their lives. 

At length my companion Father Benedi& finding himfelf worfe and worfe, fent a 
meffenger to me to defire me to afford him fome fuccour. I thereupon immediately. 
difpatched four flaves belonging to the church, to bring him in a net to the convent, 
that being the eafieft way I could propofe to have him brought. ‘he better to infure 
the performance of my commands, I threatened the flaves with tranf{portation, a-thing 
they are more than ordinarily afraid of, in cafe of difobedience or treachery. They 
brought him foon after, and being arrived, he immediately entered ypon a general con- 
feffion of his fins, even from his youth upwards to that day. The malady he was 
afflicted with was the gout, which, getting not long after into his {tomfach, at once ended 
both his life and his good ations, which were many. His funeral obfequies were per- 
formed fuitable to his character, at which aflifted the count with a vaft number of peo- 


ple, I myfelf faying mais, though I languithed at that time under a violent fever. Fa- 
they 
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ther Benedict was-a native of our kingdom of Naples, though he firft received the habit 
of the order of St. Francis in the Roman province: He was a public preacher in the 
city of Rome, as likewife a confeffor to the nuns.. The-death of this good man may 
well be faid to be lamented by all, fince the very birds and beafts had their fhare of 
concern at it: for it was to be obferved, that whilft the corps was upon the bier, it was 
attended by feveral parrots and wild hens, which hovered about waiting till it fhould 
be interred, A dog likewife that had belonged to the deceafed Father, mifling his 
matter after he was buried, would: neither eat nor drink, but lay howling after an 
extrabrdinary manner at the church-door. I gave him afterwards to the captain-general 
to be tranfported into fome diftant ifland: but this availed little, for in lefs than a 
month’s time he returned, and placing himfelf at the door of the deceafed: Father’s 
cell, continued to howl as before, till at length, having eat nor drank nothing for many 
days, and being thereby quite famifhed, he groaned out a difmal farewell to bis loving 
matter, and fo died. } : 

It may not be here amifs to infert a certain quarrel that happened among the Negroes 
in the fourth year of my miflion, and whilft the aforefaid Father was living ; but wherein 
nobody was killed through the timely orders fent to prevent it. The difference was 
this: The captain-general, fon to the count’s brother, being at variance with the 
count’s other nephew, fon to his fifter, while they were mutually provoking each other 
with ill language, the latter happened to throw down the former, and falling a-top of 
him, began to belabour him luitily with his fifts, which neverthelefs nobody faw. The 
perfon aggrieved complained of this ufage to the count, who having heard him patiently, 
at length faid to him, “ What juftice would you have me to do between you two that 
are fo nearly allied?” The captain-general having received the like affront once before 
from the countefs’s brother, brifkly' replied, “* What, would your excellency have me 
put up this affront too? No, it is not in my power, and I would have my enemies to 
know that I am not fo much to be defpifed.” This faid, he withdrew, and taking up 
arms together with his other three brothers, he beat an alarm to challenge the count’s 
other two nephews to battle, who neverthelefs were not able to appear againft him with- 
out the affiftance of their uncle’s troops that were already gone all over to the captain- 
general’s fide ; and this caufed them not to appear at all. 

The better to underftand the manner of fullenging in this country, I muft acquaint 
you that the Negroes, when they have any private quarrels among them, do not care 
to decide the matter fingly, but each gets as many of his friends as he can together to 
do it for him. When they are come to the appointed place, and drawn up in fight 
of their adverfaries, they begin to argue the cafe coolly ; then proceed to abufing each 
other with invectives, till at length, their blood being fired by injurious language, they 
fall to it helter-fkelter. Then their drums begin to beat confuledly, which are made 
of thin wood all of a piece, and in form like our great earthern jars. Thefe being 
covered with a beaft’s fkin, are founded, not with little fticks, but with the hand, and 
which make a much greater noife than our drums do. They that have the ufe of guns, 
after the firft onfet throw them away, having them more to fright than offend the 
enemy. They fet them againft their breaft, without taking any aim, by which means 
the balls generally, fly over their enemies’ heads, without doing them any harm ; for 
they perceiving the flafh in the pan, are likewife accuftomed to fquat down, and after 
having {o received the firing, rife up of a fudden, and run forwards~ After they have 
thus thrown away their fire-arms, they betake themfelves to their bows and arrows. 
Whei: they are at a diftance they fend their arrows up into the air, that by their falling 
they mav do their enemies the sreater michief: hut when thev are nearer they thane 
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them in‘a direét line. They are wont fometimes to poifon their arrows, the wounds 
made by which they recover by pifs, When the arrows fall, the adverfe party imme- 
diately gathers them up to make ufe of them again. The fhort arms they employ are 
great and fmall knives, axes, and the like, which they buy of the Europeans, When 
they come to engage, the perfons that are conquered become flaves to the conquerors, 
if they are taken ; and if not, they often kill themfelves for anger. In Congo, when 
there are no priefts there, Chriftians make flaves of Chriftians, which they often do 
upon very flight quarrels. 

But to return from whence we have ftrayed, let us go on with our ftory. After a 
little while two electors, whereof one was the Mani Enguella, the count’s coufin, 
came up to the captain-general, who together with his friends ftood with their arms in 
their hands, and endeavoured to pacify him. They found him fitting majettically 
under an umbrella, as it were a canopy; when with a more than kingly gravity, he 
broke forth into thefe words: “ He that'has a mind to fpeak with me, let him do it 
proftrate on the ground.” ‘This the two electors would by no means condefcend to 
do, fince that would be to make him no lefs than count. Whereupon the haughty 

eneral leaped up in a paffion, and difpofed himfelf to a rebellion, marching with his 
follower two days journey off from the city. His three brothers pofted away imme- 
diately to his government, which was a country given him by the count, in grati- 
tude for having fuppreffed a dangerous rebel, who called himfelf Duke of Bamba of 
Sogno. Hither he was foon after to follow, but was happily prevented by our inter- 
pofing ; for had he gone, the confequence might have been no {mall prejudice to the 
count, The arms and ammunition he carried along with him were feveral {mall field- 
pieces, three hundred mufquets, thirty barrels of powder, a great numberof bows, 
arrows, and the like, with great quantities of provifions. The manner of our inter- 
pofing was this: — On All-Saints’ day, after the firft mafs, the count came to me with 
concern in his countenance, and told me what a rebellion was raifed againft him. I 
anfwered, that as foon as I obferved the firft motions amongft the people, I leaped 
forth of my cell, and went to enquire what was the matter. 1 was acquainted that the 
Baretti (fo the family of thefe rebels was called) were got together to divert themfelves. 
To which I replied, that their exercife did not at all feem to me ta be tending that way s 
but I rather fuppofed it to be occafioned by fome contentions among them. Having 
then the chalice in my hand to fay the fecond mafs, and being fomewhat miftruftful 
that this might arife from the captain-general’s influence, 1 caufed it to be enquired 
into when he had been at church, and was informed that he was prefent at the firft 
mafs. Now if this had been true, I had foon prevented all future mifcarriages ; but 
being impofed upon, I could not. I then offered the count to do what in me lay to 
quiet the difturbance, and promifed to go find out the captain-general for that purpofe. 
Hereupon my net was fpeedily got ready, and I fet forth, but had not gone above three 
or four miles before I was {topped by a guard of foldiers, who told me | fhould go no 
farther. This caufed me to come out of the net to know the reafon, thinking when 
they faw me .they would let me pafs; but I found it quite otherwife. I afked their 
commander if he knew me, he anfwered, “ This poft was afligned me to let nobody 
pafs whatfoever, and Your Reverence never yet baptized me, nor have I confeffed to 
you.” Then I went to go on, but this captain fell down on his knees, and hindered 
me. I believed pofitively that this was an act of humiliation and fitbmiffion, it being 
the Blacks’ cuftom always to fpeak upon their knees to the priefts and their lords. 
But fee how I was miftaken, for as I offered to go forward, he clapped the butt-end of 
his mufauet to his fhoulder. and was about to fire at me, which I perceiving, retired, 
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‘ and giving a.{mall crucifix to one of the foldiers, bid him to carry it to the captain. 


general, as a token that 1 was coming to fpeak with him. “In the mean-time I took to 
another road, which although it was three miles about, yet by the grace of God I got 
to Chitomba before midnight. In our way we paffed through feveral villages, whofe 
inhabitants were all fled to the fea-fhore ; therefore not finding any-body to relieve my 
poor net-men, as they expeéted, they were forced to carry me patiently, without reft- 
ing a minute, for fear of lofing time. Manichitombo fent me word that he would have 
me come on no forwarder, left I fhould lofe my way in a huge wood, which I muft 
neceffarily pafs through, and which I might very well do in the night-time: and more- 
over that if I continued at Chitombo, he would come and wait on me there. My 
anfwer was, that if he had a mind to fhow himfelf an obedient fpiritual fon to me, he 
fhould continue where I was till [had known the count’s farther pleafure in the matter ; 
and I withal requefted of him, that the letters I fhould fend for that purpofe might not 
be intercepted by any of his faction; and to the end they might be able to diftinguifh 
which they were, I let him know that I would ordér them to be carried aloft upon a 
pole. Whilft I was in expectation of an anfwer from the count, Manichitombo’s bro- 
ther and fecretary fent me my crucifix again, and withal pave me to ynderftand that 
his brother would not have me by ariy means to give myfelf the trouble to come to him, 
for that he would comply with me in all I defired and came about; and therefore 
begged of me to pray for him and his friends. Having this anfwer from the captain- 
eneral, I thought it to no purpofe to ftay any longer at Chitombo ; and. therefore I 
immediately fet out for Sogno again, and arrived there about midnight. Next morning 
I ordered my interpreter to go and sas ga the count what I had done ; but though 
he feemed to comply with my commands, yet did he not neverthelefs obey them, fear- 
ing to fall under difgrace thereby ; for it is common among the Blacks to fufpe&t what 
the interpreters tell them, if there be not a prieft by to confirm it, and fometimes fuch 
meffengers have been taken and punifhed barely upon fuipicion. When I came to 
underftand this, I went to the count myfelf, and ey! informed him of all that had 
happened, he feemed in fome meafure to be pacified; however defired to be fatisfied 
in two queftions. ‘The firft was, why I had not excommunicated the captain for having 
fo impudently fet up his ftandard againft his ic and the fecond was, that he 
defired to know of me what punifhment fo great an offender deferved. As to the firft, 
Tanfwered, that I could not eve excommunicated him for two reafons :—firft, becaufe 
he had not rebelled againft the church; and fecondly, in that he complied with my 
demands, which I prefumed were for His Excellency’s benefit. As to the count’s fe- 
cond queftion, I plainly perceived that it was both defigning and politic; for could he 
have procured me to declare the capfain-general a rebel, he would have foon had him 
caught, and ftruck off his head. But I thank God, being aware of his intentions, .I 
rudently avoided them, telling His Excellency in a jefting way,. that I would fend the 
ittle boy (a youth that hdd been brought up in our convent, and whom the count 
dearly loved) to fatisfy him in that queftion. This caufed all the ftanders-by to laugh, 
and I myfelf was not a little pleafed that I had avoided anfwering to fo enfnaring a 
demand. The third or feel day after, the governor of Chioua, the count’s eldeft 
fon, appeared with a powerful army which he had raifed to defend his father. This 
perfon at his firft ‘coming was indeed extremely courteous and humble; but he after- 
wards foon became proud and haughty. How much pains-we took to reconcile thefe 
two difagreeing parties, need not be exprefled. In a word, we happily compofed the 
diffenfions between them, and we thought the captain-general had agreed to appear only 
with his three brothers. But wherever the miftake was, he came at the time saat 
attended 
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attended by his whole army,: which. having-drawn up before our-church, in fight of 
that of the Mani of Chioua, he waited for the count’s coming to-give,him a remiffion 
of his crime. _I fixed my eyes upon the multitude,’ and could not.imagine what tlie . 
event of this interview would be, I told the count’s, fecond fon, that wasithén in our 
convent, that in my opinion it was not at all proper for his father. to appear in any 
paflion, at this jun@ure. . He anfwered, that the way to meet one that came to afk par- 
don: after this manner, was to come with bullet in mouth, and the mufquet ready to 
receive it. . ‘ Not, fo faft, fir,” quoth I, “ perhaps I may find a remedy.” Then I 
went and {poke:to the captain-general’s fecretary, who of all his brothers was the wifeft 
and moft prudent. I told him my fentiments concerning the hoftile appearance of fo 
great a number of men, and. his anfwer was, that they fhould be all fent home to their 
houfes, which was the fame day performed, Of all’ this I immediately informed the 
count,, and he appointed the four brothers to appear before him next morning, without ° 
any attendants. They accordingly came, and three leathern chairs being fet out before 
our church, one for the count, another for me, anda third for the captain-general, 
the count, after his wonted humble manner, took the left hand, After @: little while 
the captain-general, making three low bows to the count, humbly acknowledged his 
offence, and received pardon. . When this was done, the count ftarted up, and nodd- 
ing his head with a fierce countenance, to fhow he was not altogether pleafed with what 
had paffed, and turning towards me faid, “ Is there any thing more, Father,..that you . 
‘defire of me? are‘ you fatisfied?. are you contented?” © Which having fpoke, he.in a 
kind of paffion left us, Happy was it for thefe four that I had interpofed ; for otherwife 
they would not have recovered their former pofts, as they did. Nor was it a matter of 
fall labour to get the captain, the fecretary, and the other lieutenants reftored. Yet. 
T obferved with admiration that the count laid hold of this opportunity to put feveral 
Manis from their governments, who depended on. the captain-general, and among the 
reft, thofe that had commands neareft his Banza, putting into their places fuch as he 
moft confided in, retrenching by degrees his exorbitant power: and thus the general. 
was,humbled, his matter fatisfied, and the people quieted, nen 
.. Having given an account of this rebellion ofa nephew againft his uncle, I will conclude 
this firit part with that of a fon againtt his father a Portuguefe, and the dreadful punith- 
ment God infli@ed:upon him for his difrefpect to his parents ;. a paflage no lefs dread- 
ful than memorable, and which may ferve for a warning to unruly perfons to be more 
refpectful to thofe, nature and the law of God have placed over them. Some few days, 
fete the arrival of the Fathers-miffioners, F. Andrew da Pavia and F. Angelo Franm. 
cifca of Milan, at the miffion of Sogno, as fhall appear hereafter, a run-away foldier em- 
barked at Loanda for this place aboard a Dutch thip, in order to pafs into the kingdom 
of Loango, and thence into Europe. He, though he arrived at Sagno, fucceeded not 
in his defigns, as he projected ; for being often rejected by the Dutch, he was left for- 
faken upon that point of tee river called El Padron, the landing-place of the aforefaid earl. 
dom. This place being on one fide hemmed in by the river, and on the other by the 
waves of the vaft ocean, and the land being covered with a thick wood of Mango trees, 
he durft not flir one ftep in that intricate labyrinth. He often defired the heathen fithers: 
reforting thither from the kingdom of Angoij, and the Sognefe Chriftians to carry him 
into their countries ; but both of them excufed themfelves, alledging ¢hey.could not do 
it without their mafters leave, ... He having nothing but his {word, thoyght to prevail by 
force, which they perceiving, forfook-the,place, for fear of embroiling them{elves with 
the Portuguefe, and to thun him that took their fith away, and abufed them. The 
wretch being in this condition, furrounded with misfortunes. faw the two aforementianed 
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Fathers coming from"Angola, and conceived hopes they would relieve and conduét him 
to their houfe, hunger oppreffing him. Coming out to meet them, and perceiving they” 
did not-fo much as look at him, but went away without fpeaking a word, he cried out, 
« Fathets, J fly to your compatflion, and defire to be received by you.” “ We cannot,” 
replied they, ‘ banifh that charity from our hearts which is due -to, all men like our- 
felves; but God forbid that at our firft appearance among thefe new converted Chrif- 
tian Blacks, we fhould introduce with us the example of a moft enormous wicked action 
committed by a white Chriftian as you are.” Thus they left him forfaken in that place. 
The cafe was thus :—This wretch had give a full loofe to all his lewd inclinations, and 
being often reprimanded by his father, he never took the leaft notice. On the con- 
trary, to remove all obftacles that hindered his proceeding in his wicked courfes, he 
refolved to deftroy him of whom he had received his being. Accordingly he inhu- 
manly fired a piftol at his father, the bullet whereof hitting him on the forehead 
without any hurt, rebounded back upon the fon, and wounded him forely, who, 
. as he was, took fanétuary in a church ; but fearing-the punifhment he deferved, endea- 
voured to make his efcape with the Hollanders, as has been faid. The moft remark- 
able thing in this curfed aétion. was, that the ableft furgeons could never heal his 
wound, the flefh ever remaining] raw, as a brand on his. forehead for fo barbarous an 
aétion, and an example to all others to dread committing the like inhumanity. As I 
was going. by water to the kingdom of Angoij, I faw him walking with a {word in his 
hand -inftead of a ftaff; and he called to the feamen, who were his countrymen, but 
durft not come near becaufe the governor of Angolo would have punifhed them feverely, 
had they prefumed to tranfport a run-away foldier. : 
~ To the former I will add one paffage more,- well known to all this earldom, where 
the witneffes to it are {till living ; it was thus:—A certain Chriftian being often admo- 
nifhed by one of our miffioners to leave his wicked courfe of life, he was fo far from it, 
that running on in his lewd courfes, he fcoffed at him. This man being one day to 
pafs a river with two compariions, he was vifibly taken up by an invifible hand into the 
air. One of his companions going to take hold of him by the feet, had fuch a cuff 
given him, that he fell down in the boat, and the offender was feen no.more, the two 
companions being left to proclaim what had happened all the country about. 

But fince I have fpoken of a fon that was fo ill a liver, I will conclude with other 
children born in this black Ethiopia, to the aftonifhment of thofe that beheld and gave 
an account of them. One of thefe came from his mother’s womb with a beard and all 
his teeth ; perhaps to fhew he was born into the world grown old in vice. A white and 
a black child were alfo born at one. birth; and a black woman brought forth a child 
quite white. Thus I conclude this firft part with three wonderful births. 


PART IL. 


JATHIOPIA, fo called either from Ethiops the fon of Vulcan, or from the Greek 

word aitho, | burn, according to Pliny’s opinion, who expreffes it thus, Nam: falis 
vicinitate cjus -regionis incola torrentur. Ap. Dittion. 7 Lingu.: and which either by 
means of its fcorching fands, the nature of the climate, the oddnefs of the food, and va- 
riety of the daily diet, produces nothing but blacknels among its own native inhabitants, 


3 may 
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may with good reafon be termed:the dark and difmal tomb of Europeans, and the fatal 


grave of white people. The blacknefs of thefe footy nations, fome will have to: be 


caufed by the.chmate, or nearnefs to the fun; but others, with more reafon, derive it 


from their original, family and defcent: for Sevil being in about 38 degrees of north - 


latitude, produces white people. Near the river of Plate, in the fame latitude fouthward, 
the men are of a chefnut, and rufty iron colour; and near the Cape of .Good Hope, 
which though more eaftward, is in the fame latitude, the natives are quite black as 
pitch. And therefore with Cardan we may fay, the blacknefs does not proceed from 
the temper of the climate, but from the race. Ut videantur, flirpe potius quam aeris 
natura tales evadere. Card. de Variet. lib. ii. c. iv. Which the poet confirms thus : 


Sanguine tum credunt in corpora fumma vocato, 
AEthiopum populos nigrum traxiffe colorem. Ontp. Mer. lib, ii. v. 235. 


8. Midorus, quoted by the moft illuftrious and moft learned Monfigneur Paolo Arefi 
in his Effays, is of opinion, that the Ethiopians are defcended from Chuth the fon of 
Ham, curfed by Noah for his unbecoming curiofity in looking upon his father’s naked- 
nefs. Certiffimum ¢f originem ingrediri non a regione, ut hactenus exiftimatum eft ab folis 
ardores, fed a ftirpe et fanguine Chus provenire. ; 

In the fecond year of my miffion, I fell fick of a violent fever in Ethiopia, infomuch 
that I found my ftrength to fail me fo faft, that I thought it but prudence to prepare for 
my la{t miffion into another world. The remedy we Europeans make ufe of here upon 
thefe occafions, is, to let almoft all our blood out of our veins, and to replenifh them 
with fuch as the food of the country produces, which being more connatural to the cli- 
mate, agrees beft with us. And if it pleafes God to fpare life, it is no lefs painful, or 
requires any fhorter time to recover; for days and months pafs away in accuftoming 
the body to the unufual food, but it is the work of two or three years, with continual 
care and application, to re-eftablith health. If the probability of this be queftioned, I 
appeal for confirmation of it to Father Cavazzi da Montecuccolo in his Hiftorical De- 
{criptions beforc-mentioned, where he {peaks of it in many places, viz. in his firft book, 
p-146, in his third, p. 330, &c. 

If the torments this fever occafioned my body were fo grievous, much more mutt 
they needs be to my foul, fince I had only the poor lay-brother Leonard to adminifter 
the facraments to me: who neverthelefs in temporals was as ferviceable as I could expect 
or with, but in fpirituals could only fprinkle me now and then with holy water, and call 
fometimes for me on the names of Jefus and Mary. 

Whilit I was thus labouring under an uncertainty, whether I fhould live or die, an 
envoy was-introduced to me from the King of Caconga, who writ me word, that bath 
he and his whole kingdom were difpofed to receive our holy faith, and therefore defired 

‘IT would make what hafte I could to him to have thofe good intentions accomplifhed. 
At that time I awas ignorant that the count of Sogno had married his fifter to this King, 
on condition that he fhould embrace the Chriftian communion, but which not long 
after I was acquainted with by the {aid count himfelf. This good news I muft own was 
no {mall relief to my malady, though it did not abfolutely recover me. I therefore 
entreated His Excellency the count, that he would pleafe to fupply the want of ability 
in me, and give the envoy an anfwer-which might demonftrate my gratitude, and great 
obligations to his mafter for his propofal. “4 YY 

‘This King fent afterwards to our count to offer him the ifland of Zaciacacongo, which 
being neareft to his dominions might be better governed by: him, and continued in 
the Chriftian religion when once planted there. With she meffenger that ee 
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this. offer, I difpatched another to the King, to let him know that for the prefent’1 
was extremely ill; and befides that there was no other miffioner throughout the coufit!s 
dominions: befides myfelf, but that if God in his infinite mercy fhould pleafe to {pate 
my Jife,:1 would take fuch care that he fhould be ferved in his requeft, either by 
me.or fome other. JF defired His Majefty moreover to order the governor of the 
iMand, that whenever any of my interpreters fhould come there, ‘to fet up a crofs as an 
original fign of Chriftianity, he would permit them to do it without moleftation. 1 
likewife begged of His Majefty to aflign fome place in his dominions for a church 
to be built. All I had fo defired, was punétually granted not long after by this 
good King, who teftified a more than ordinary inclination to fee me; but which-my 
weaknefs, occafioned through the great lofs of blood I had undergone, hindered 
me from obeying him'in. One of our Fathers being come to me, fet forward im- 
mediately to forward fo good a work, as the converfion of a whole kingdom ; who 
coming to Bomancoij, a city on the other fide of the river Zaire, and metropolis of 
the kingdom of Angoij, heard that the King was dead, and a new one eleéted. ‘This 
caufed him immediately to return homewards, employing himfelf by the way in other 
miftions among the iflands belonging to Sogno: he thought it not amifs to touch at the 
ifland of Zariacacongo, to pry into the difpofitions of that people ; and finding a crofs 
erected amongft them, he took thence an occafion to afk them, “ If they defired to be 
Chriftians ?” ~The governors anfwered, ‘¢ That they could not receive any new law 
without leave from the prefent King ; which if he would grant, they were moft ready 
to embrace it.” There were not wanting fome among them that faid {coffingly, « When 
we are fick forfooth, the wood of this crofs will recover us!” ‘ This they fpoke, ‘I fup- 
pofe, by the inftigation of the wizards, who knew well enough that the Chriftian 
religion fhould be no fgoner eftablifhed there, but they would be perfecuted ;- and 
therefore, no doubt, thought it advifeable to oppofe it. The Father having done all 
he could to pleafe them, and finding his endeavours ineffectual, left them till a more 
favourable opportunity offered itfelf. The count finding thefe iflanders to oppofe the 
commands of their late King, refolved to compel them by force to perform them, and 
confequently fet out againit them with an army for that‘purpofe; and we feeing it in 
volved in troubles, thought fit to put off our going thither till another time. - 

This ifland is none of the fmalleft, and fituate in the’ midft of the river Zaire. It 
abounds with all forts of provifions, and great numbers of inhabitants. It is plain, 
raifed eight fathom above the water, and is divided from the kingdom of Congo'by a 
river, over which there is a bridge. yet? 

About the end of the fifth year of my miflion, arrived at our convent the two 
Milanefe Fathers formerly mentioned, viz. Father Andrew da Pavia (who wasrappointed 
fuperior in my ftead) and Father Angelo Francifco da Milano; together with a lay- 
brother, one Giulio d’Orta. They brought along with them {everal refrefhments from 
Europe, whereby having greatly comforted me, I began to recover my@trength, info. 
much that I refolved fpeedily to fet forth in my miflion, but knew not well whither to 

‘o.” If I went to Chiovachianga, I was afraid I fhould not fucceed there, by reafon, 
as Father Leonard'told me, they had not feen: the face of a prieft far many years; and 
moreover, fince they had had any among them, they had been fubdued, as I told 
you before, by Simatamba. - And if I went to the new King of Cacongo, I diftrufted 
my fecurity shere, becaufe he had never invited me. At length it was the advice of 
all, rather to repair and fupport what -had been already built, than to think of laying 
a new foundation in another place, and the rather, becaufe there was no extraordinary 
underftanding between the count of Sogno and the new King-of Cacongo, although 
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‘the count had given him his vote as one of ‘his ele€tors. I-was neverthelefs not-yet ré. 
folved to go for Chiovachianza, having heard what happened there to. one of our order, 
whg coming thither from: Sogno, and being for that reafon ill-looked upon, did ‘little 
or no good; and befides, happening to. take a {mall quantity of Talk, ‘wherewith thar 
country greatly abounds, he was taken and clapped up into prifon, befides other ill 
ufage offered him; and was at length releafed, more out of covetoufnefs than either 
charity or juitice. Notwithftanding this confiderafon, 1 was at laft prevailed upon to 
go: for this-purpofe I refolved to carry with me interpreters of the beft quality I could 
get; and therefore procured, though with fome difficulty, the Count don Stephano’s 
fon, a perfon extremely beloved throughout thefe dominions, together with the fecre- 
tary and his brother, both nephews to the prefent count, and who have been mentioned 
by me before. Having got all things in readinefs for fo long and dangerous a journey, 
taking up four or five days at leaft, the interpreters thought themfelves obliged, ac- 
cording to the cuftom of the country, to go and afk their lord and matter’s benedic- 
tion: which he gave them with a pleafing countenance; but neverthelefs could not 
help faying, ‘© What, will you leave your prince to hunt after Bonghi (the money 
of that country) ?”” to which they readily anfwered, that they were going in the fervice 
of God, and not in fearch after Bonghi. This did not pafs fo fecretly but it came:to 
my ears, and which I obferved to have had that effect upon the before-mentiondd 

erfons, that I refolved to alter my refolutions, and inftead of Chiovachianza, ‘to em. 
bar for Angoij, and thence to go to Cacongo. , os 

If it-was not my good fortune to go to Chiovachianza myfelf, give me leave to tell 
you who-did. We had a certain native of Congo, whom we had bred up in our con- 
vent from a youth. This perfon being very virtuous, and of a more than ordinary 
capacity, our friars caufed him to be made a prieft for the benefit of Chriftianity,: to 
the end that being naturally more proper to bear fatigue and labour than they, -he 
might be fent out on a miffion where they could not go. Him we forthwith difpatched 
to-the above-mentioned country, where in a few days he baptized-above five thoufand 
children, - Having remained there for fome time, and worked like a faithful labourer 
in his -Lord’s vineyard, at the requeft of our Fathers, he obtained a canonfhip in the 
bifhopric of Lognda in the kingdom of Angola, where he now refides, with a great 
deal of honour due to his behaviour and character. : 

T went ‘to wait on the count to take leave of him, telling him, that I had in fome 
meafure. been hindered from making my miffion-by land, and therefore I was re- 
folved to perform it fpeedily by fea. His anfwer was little to -the purpofe, which 
neverthelefs favoured more of craft than. any thing elfe. He told: me, that fince 
my departure was fo fudden, he“could only furnith me with a brace of goats, and. 
fome pulfe. fb at na 
» Tembarked, and the firft port I touched at was Capinda in the kingdom of Angoij, 
where the Polls gucfe trade all the year, as do the Dutch: I was no fooner landed, 
but I fet about’ my. fpiritual employment; yet whatever pains I took, and however I 
inculcated the truth, 1 could gain over but oné fingle perfon, whom I baptifed. I con- 
feffed-feveral Chriftians that came thither about bufinefs, together with fome Flemith 
Cathélics that lived :theté.- :1 continued: afhore-all the day to fay mafs; at which 
affifted:not only the Roman Catholics, but'the Pagans; efpecially the women of thefe 
laft, who were fo well:pleafed with the picture of the: Virgin. Mary, that they clapped 
their -hands: after their manner.of devotion, and cried out in their language, “ Eguandi 
Ziambiabungd magotti, benchi, benchi!”” that is, This is mother of ‘God, O haw 
beautiful the is!” Which faid, they all fell on their knees and worthipped her. ° ‘This 
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aé of tendernefs fo wrought upon me, that it quickly brought tears of joy into my 
eyes, to fee fo much devotion and acknowledgment in fo ignorant a people. 

Angoij is a kingdom rather in name than in dominions, being but a very fmall ter- 
ritory.*" Here formerly a certain Mani happening to marry a Mulatta, daughter to a 
very-tich Portuguefe, his father-in-law would needs make him King of Angoij; and 
for-that purpofe caufed him to rebel againft the King of Cacongo his lawful fovereign. 
The manner in fhort was thus:-&The King of Congo having fent a governor, or 
viceroy, to govern the kingdom of Loango; that perfon being rather ambitious to 
reign abfolutely, than rule under another, got himfelf to be proclaimed King of all 
that country ; and moreover, took in fo muth more land belonging to his mafter, that 
his dominions are at prefent extremely large, and wholly independent of Congo. 
Cacongo lying in the middle between Congo and Loango, that Mani declared himfelf 
neuter, and fet himfelf up for King of Angoij, rebelling againft his lawful fovereign 
the King of Cacongo. 

The kingdom of Loango lies in five degrees and a half of fouth latitude. The 
Chriftian religion was firft planted there in the year 1663, by the labour and diligence 
of one Father Ungaro a friarof our order. This pious Father had run through divers 
countries and kingdoms, when at laft coming to Sogno, and lodging in our convent, 
a Portuguefe traveller happening to come that way, was very courteoufly received and 
relieved by him, infomuch that in a little while they had contraéted a great friendfhip 
together. After fome time the Portuguefe went his way, and coming to Loango, re- 
lated to that King the great integrity and honefty he had found in this Capuchin mif- 
fioner. The King giving credit to what he told him, was eafily induced to fend two of 
his younger fons to Sogno, to be inftructed by this perfon in the principles of the 
Chriftian religion ; which, after they had well been, and baptized, they were fent back 
to the King their father. 

Thefe princes confirming the character the Portuguefe had given of Bernardino Un- 
the King had a great defire to fee fo good a man, and keep him always with 

im; and therefore wrote forthwith to the governor of Angola to fend him to him. 
This governor having obtained leave of the then fuperior,*ather John Maria da Pavia, 
difpatched him accordingly to Loango, without any manner of delay: where arriving 
foon after, and having inftruéted the King and Queen for fome few days, he proceeded 
to baptize them both, and then to marry them after the manner of our church. His 
next bufinefs was to baptize the King’s eldeft fon, and after him fucceffively the whole 
court, which confifted of above three hundred perfons. In a word, within the fpace 
of a year that he lived there, he had baptized upwards of twelve thoufand people. 
At laft this zealous miffioner finding himfelf oppreffed with a grievous indifpofition, 
and believing that he fhould not live long, fent for our lay-brother Leonard; who 
coming not long after to him, the pious Father died the fame morning he arrived, well 
provided, as we may imagine, of merits for another world. The goo@#King hearing 
this, and being defirous to keep up what he had fo happily begun, {ent brother Leo- 
nard to the aforefaid fuperior to acquaint him with Ungaro’s death, and to defire of 
him to fend him fpeedily another miffioner; but however, thefe his good intentions 
were afterwards difappointed. by a rebellion raifed againft him by a kinfman, who being 
ambitious of his crcwn, and having been affifted by fome Spoltate Catholics, deprived 
the os King of-his life. This King’s extraordinary zeal for propagating of the 
Chriftian religion, appears, in that he has been often heard to fay, “ that he would 
fhed his deareft blood in the defence of it.” 

The 
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The tyrant and ufurper that difpoffeffed him, lived not long after to esjoy his ill- 
gottten throne, but was {hatched away from it by a fudden death. This wicked per- 
fon: being degd, another Chriftian King arofe, who, though he did all he could, by the 
help of one Capuchin, to promote what had been begun by Father Ungaro, yet was 
he not able to bring his intentions about, and that for want of more miffioners; where- 
fore this kingdom remains at prefent, as formerly, buried in idolatry. In my time 
were feveral attempts made to recover our intereft* there, though to no purpofe ; yet 
there is now a greater probability of fucceeding in it than ever, the prefent King having 
prohibited the heretics to traffic within his dominions, by reafon that they had fold his 
fubje&ts firearms, which he imagined might in time prove prejudicial to him, i 

I never heard there was any Chriftian prince that reigned in the kingdom of An. 
goij, that country having been always inhabited by a fort of people extremely given 
to forcery and magic, and who have likewife ever been profeffed enemies to the people 
of Sogno and Cacongo. Before I left thofe countries, thofe miflioners I had left be- 
hind me in Sogno, writ me word that the count had declared war againit Angoij ; 
and having conquered that King, had taken all his guns, arms, and ammunition from 
him, vowing withal never to fuffer any perfon to enjoy any office or dignity in that 
kingdom, unlefs he were a Chriftian, This put me in mind of the faying of the 
Chriftian poet Claudian, 
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And I believe the chiefeft motive of the King of Cacongo’s feeking the count’s friendthip, 
was to have the people of Angoij kept under, he being a kind of check upon them. 
Whilft I continued at Capinda, I obferved a fort of fithing which I never faw elfe- 

. where. The fifhermen threw into the fea a large net with weights, which having long 
canes fixed to it at equal diftances from each other, by their bobbing down thew when 
there is any fifh taken; this net has large mefhes only to detain the-great fith. ‘It is 
made of thread of a certain root, which being beaten, becomes like unto our hemp*. 

I faw all along thefe thores oyfter-thells lie in great numbers; and being defirous to 
find thofe with oyfters in them, although the Negroes would not direét us, we foon 
loaded our boat. We found them lying one upon another in great heaps, and. 
os a rock: it requires no great firength to loofe them, but only a little 

aking. 

I had here an opportunity to fee the civet-cats, called by the natives Nzime, and by 
the Portuguefe, Gatte d’Angelia. This country abounds with them, and they are 
fold in great numbers to the Whites. They are white and black, and of about the 
bignefs and make of a large cat. The civet is taken from the male, when fhut up in 
a cage, by catching him by the tail that he may not turn; and then fkimming the 
{weat off from his limbs witha kind of fpoon. There are other forts of wild eats, 
which are calfd by the natives Nzfusi. : 

The moft civilized habit here is a piece of cotton thrown over their fhoulders, and 
another girt about their loins ; which they purchafe in exchange for flaves and ivory : 
others content themfelves witha fhort apron, only to fhew they: are Gentiles. They . 
wear a little horn about their necks, hanging like a jewel ; and which they anoint every 
full moon with an oil that their wizards give them, and afterwards bind them about 
with divers {pells. They wear their hair according to their quality: the Queen that I 


* What our author tells for a wonder, is now very common, foxall-draw-nets have corks fixed at.an 
equal diftance to do the fame office. 
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faw, had hers fhaved clofe on the crown, and little tufts left all round on the fides, 
Others have it deft in a circle like that of a monk, and others have theirs plaited down 
in points towards their foreheads and their necks, infomuch that if there were the leaft 
ftraggling hairs, they would be cut away, and the reft fhaved clofe to the head. 

The houfes for the moft part are of reeds, whereof fome are built round, and others 
{quare; they are generally fuch miferable huts that they are rather fit to receive infe&ts, 
wherewith this country abounds, than to afford a tolerable habitation for men. ‘The 
houfe of the Mafucca, receiver of the Whites, though it was built with the fame ma- 
terials, yet was it neverthelefs very large and well-contrived, having feveral arched 
rooms, within each of ,which were two {mall brafs-cannons, which, together with two 
great ones at the gate, made in,all eighteen. Thefe cannons they had got in exchange 
for Negroes, ivory, and the like, from the Whites. ‘The King's palace feemed to me 
not unlike the foregoing. What moved my wonder moft was, the governor of Boman- 
goij’s houfe, which at a diftance feemed to be a well-fortified citadel encompafled with 
walls, and unlike the workmanfhip of the Blacks; but as you come nearer you find 
its walls to be only compofed of large ftakes (palifadoes) ftuck into the ground, five 
thick, and then raddled up to the top with others of the fame bignefs; within there 
were two large ways, which fubdivided into feveral leffer paths. The rooms are all 
hung within with a delicate fort of mats, made of oziers of divers colours, It feemed 
to me a ridiculous thing neverthelefs, that their houfes fhould be but of ftraw, ftakes, 
and oziers, and yet defended with brafs guns. 

The people here, for want of laws to prevent it, take as many wives as they pleafe ; 
and fhe commands the reft who beft pleafes her hufband, but he has always a power 
to put _her away as well as the reft. The ladies of the blood-royal have a liberty to 
chufe for themfelves what man {they pleafe, whether noble or a plebeian ; but woe be 
to that man that happens to difappoint them in their expectations, for they have likes 
wife abfolute power of life or death, Whilft I was in this city, one of thefe ladies 
fent a young woman to be fold to the Portuguefe, ftrily commanding her guardian 
to ler her go at any price, but not to difpofe of her to any but Whites. Her crime it 
feems was a bare fulpicion of being too familiar with the faid lady’s hufband. Thofe 
women that receive ftrangers into their houfes are obliged by a barbarous cuftom to 
admit them to their embraces for a night or two, depriving their hufbands of that right 
in the mean-time. " Where we Capuchin miffioners come, our interpreters immediately 
give notice, that no woman may come within our doors. 

‘Thefe people abound fo in fuperftition, that it would {carce be believed by any but 
thofe who faw it; and to go about to prevent it would be to little purpofe, fince the 
chief among them are fuch as encourage it. I declined feeing the King although I 
had made him prefents, and he had returned the favour, by reafon I had been told 
that he wore enchanted bracelets on his arms, and had divers other magic charms 
about his body, refolving at my return both to vifit and make him fenfible, if poffible, 
of the curfed {tate he was in without repentance. Whilft I was here I heard feveral 
proclamations made publicly by the wizards, that all thieves and robbers fhould fpeedily 
make reftitution, or they would have recourfe to their arts to difcover them. I faw 
likewife at a diftance an oath adminiftered, which, that it might be done with the ‘ 
greater efficacy, it was propofed to be taken in the prefence of their idol; this hobgob- 
bling refembled in fome meafure a mountebank’s merry-andrew, having a divers 
coloured veft on, and a red cap on its head, and ftanding on a little table. As foon 
as the company that ftood round in a ring faw me, they immediatwiy difperfed and hid 
their idol. ‘This they did not out of any fear of us, by reafon iuat being pagans we 
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ted no jurifdidtion over them, but becaufe (faid they) the prefence of a prief deprives 
them of the power of aéting. Before the gates of their houfes almoft all have one of 
thefe idols, whereof I have feen fome five or fix foot high, others are fmaller, but both 
are generally clouterly carved; they place them likewife in the fields where they are 
never worfhipped but on account of finding out fome theft, for which the thief when 
difcovered muft die. They that keep idols in their houfes, every firft day af the moon 
are obliged to anoint them with a fort of red wood powdered, as was faid above. At 
the appearance of every new moon, thefe people fall on their knees, or elfe cry owt, 
ftanding and clapping their hands, ‘* So may I renew my lifeas thou art renewed.” If 
it happen that the air is cloudy at that time, then they do nothing, alledging that that 
planet has loft his virtue. ‘f'his fort of devotion is obferved moftly by women. As 1 
was travelling over hills and valleys to tranfport myfelf to Congo, I chanced to tight 
upon a place where they were invoking of evil {pirits; the place was a poor, wretched, 
defpicable hut built on a {mall rifing ground ; on one fide hung two coarfe nafty aprons 
which ftunk fo that they were enough to ftrike any one down that came near them. 
In the middle of this hut was a wall raifed about two foot with mud and dirt, behind 
which ftood the wizard to pronounce his fallacious oracles on account of the prince of 
darknefs. He had on his head a tuft of feathers varioufly woven, and in his hand 
two long knives without fheaths. Having a mind to enter this temple of the devil’s, 
I perceived a very farge fire before me, but neverthelefs found fo infupportable a 
ftench that all my fenfes were in a manner taken from me. J refolved notwithitanding 
to proceed, amis myfelf frequently with the fign of the crofs, and recommending 
my-proteCtion to the Almighty. Whilft I was endeavouring to go forward, for you 
muft imagine the ftink was no fmall obftacle, I heard a great number of the poor 
deluded pagans come murmuring and muttering behind me, exclaiming againft my 
rude attempt to enter their helliffy tabernacle. This prevented my going any further, 
fearing I might otherwife provoke their blind rage to do me a mifchief. But to return 
to my fubject. 

‘When | had continued fome time at Capinda, the Mafucca told me he had orders 
from the King of Congo, that whenever any Capuchin friars appeared in thofe parte, 
he fhoutd fend them to him. I anfwered, that coming from So; I knew not if I 
fhould be well received or not. The Mafucca replied, “I will write to know His 
Majefty’s pleafure, and I advife Your Reverenceto write likewife.” I afked him how 
many «days journey the King was off from thence ; he anfwered me, * three by water, 
and four by land.” * if it be fo,” added I, “ I will write.’ Then I confidered with 
myfelf, that if I did go I might lofe opportunity of the return of my boat from 
Loango to tranfport me further, according to my Intentions, and therefore I refolved 
not to go. To this purpofe I writ to His Majefty, humbly fuppofing, that he was 
indifferent whether 1 came to him or not; and therefore having fet out from Sogno 
with no other defign but to go to the kingdom of Cacongo, I was preparing {peedil 
to go thither. Coming to an anchor not long after in a port of that kingdom, I dif- 
patched a letter to the King, acquainting him that I was the perfon that had reeeived 
fo many favours from his predeceffor, having been fent ‘for by him to Sogno to preach 
the gofpel, and that then being greatly indifpofed I could not poflibly wait upon him 
according to his commands. ‘This letter was contrived by me to bé prefented him by 
two perfons, the one a White, namely, one Ferdinando Gomez, a Portuguefe, whom 
I did not care to truit wholly, by reafon I knew him to be covetous, and therefore fent 
another with him who was a Black, and a relation to the faid King. To him I con. 
figned a prefent to His. Majefty, which was.a cryftal crown, and another of blue glafs 
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for the Queen. This prefent was fo well received by the King, that as a token of his 
being pleafed, he took it and put it on his head, which not a little furprized the 
ftanders-by, they Lalas law amongft them that prohibits their King wearing any 
thing that comes from the Whites, which law they call Chegilla; His Majelty never- 
thelefs difpenfed with this law, telling the people that this crown had been fent him by 
his Capuchin Father, and that therefore he highly prized it, and commanded his 
Queen tordo the like by hers; he then ordered my meffengers to be treated with all the 
civility imaginable, and after eight days flay difmified them witha letter tome, wherein , 
he thanked me heartily for my kind intentions towards him, and proffered me, that 
if I would come and fee him I fhould be very honourably received, advifing me to 
bring fome rich Portuguefe merchant along with me to be my conduétor, with fome 
confiderable merchandizes to pleafe the people. ‘This anfwer of his was to the pur- 
pofe, and had three ferviceable confequences, firft to himfelf, fecondly to me, and 
thirdly to the Portugucfe. 

Asto the firft, it was commonly reported among the miffioners, and remained frefh 
in the memories of the Negroes, that fome years fince a certain King of this kingdom 
having been baptized by a religious perfon, and afterwards caufing a‘proclamation to 
be made, that within fuch a time, all wizards fhould depart his dominions, or fuffer 
death for their neglect; thefe wicked wretches incited his fubjeéts to a rebellion againft 
him, which at length increafed to that degree, that they ran like madmen to the pa- 
lace with weapons in their hands to affault their prince. The prudent King having 
timely notice of their motions, retired in great hafte to a fon’s of his, who was at that 
time governor of an adjoining territory,’ thinking he could be no where fo fafe as under 
his protection, who was indebted to him for his being. ‘he fon feeing his father hotly 
purfued by his mutinous fubjeéts, I know not whether through fear of death, or out 
of policy, foon difcovered, and delivered him up to their mercy. What could the 
afflicted father do upon this occafion, but have recourfe to the holy crucifix which he 
always wore about him, and which had been given him at the font by the prieft that 
baptized him, kifling it over and over, and crying out, “ If I muft die through the 
treachery of a fon, ought I not to do the fame,on account of my Saviour, who was 
betrayed and died for me? yes, if I had a thoufand lives I would lay them down alt 
for his fake.” This faid, hugging the crucifix clofe in his arms and kiffing it, he 
yielded down his head to the fatal fteel, which at one ftroke deprived him both of 
head and life. His perfidious fon did not remain long unpunithed, for foon after, 
being firft deprived of his government, he died miferably. The fame happened to that 
wicked kinfman, and infamous confpirer againft the King of Loango, who in like man- 
ner by a commendable death refigned his breath on account of his endeavours to pro- 
pagate the Chriftian faith within his dominions. 

.The caufe of my going to Cacongo, was iprincipally the fpiritual comfort of thofe 
poor fouls, and the performance of my duty, but I had likewife a defire to fee the body 
of the former of the two before-mentioned Kings, which was not much reverenced by 
the faid people, but highly refpeéted by me, and which was not difficult for me to find 
it, having been the cuftom there, as with us, to bury their Kings by themfelves. 
That ftrange accident having left fo indelible an impreffion on the mind of the prefent 
King, he had good reafon to defire a trade with the Portuguefe in expectation of their 
affiftance both {piritual and temporal, which he alfo expected from his good friend and 
ally the count of Sogno. 7 

To confirm as much as in ‘me lay the good intentions of this King, I had fignified 
to him among other things, that to lay the furer foundation of the Chriftian religion As 
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his country, I muft defire the favour of him, that either all, or at leaft the chief of 
the magicians and wizards of this kingdom would meet me to defend their opinions, 

and oppofe mine ; and if they declined coming on account of ignorance, I defired I- 
might exercile my facerdotal power on their charms, and difprové and annul all their 

devices, and thereby fhew that the perforrnances of Chrift’s minifters are always above 

thofe of the devil’s. ; 

The fecond confequence to me and all true Catholics was, that by the introducing 
of Chriftianity into that kingdom, the heretics that traded there would be difcoun- 
tenanced and confuted, and not fuffered for the future to make the port of Capinda 
their way to the kingdom of Loango. 

' The third good confequence was to the Portuguefe, to whom we have been fo much 
obliged’not only in trade, but likewife in matters of religion. 

Ferdinand Gomez preffed me extremely to give the King of Cacongo an anfwer, 
and therein to fignify to him that if His Majefty pleafed he would wait upon him as a 
merchant, and had prepared great variety of merchandize for that purpofe. My 
anfwer was, that if the King fpent fome days in confidering on his anfwer, I had rea- 
fon to ftudy mine many more. His defign, it feems, was to vend his commodities 
aboard, and then fail away without leaving any thing afhore. This the Negroes never- 
thelefs difcovered, and thereupon told him, that if Ke hada mind to trade for flaves 
in their country, he muft firft land all his merchandize. This honeft man hoped to 
have had his rogueries authorized by me, though he knew it to be my bufinefs to 
preach nothing Bat truth and fincerity. I thought it proper to go and {peak with the 
King, who refided about eight miles off, to the end he might not think either himfelf 
or his fubjeéts impofed upon by me or my acquaintance. Gomez would needs accom- 
pany me; we found the journey extremely troublefome, efpecially I who had been 
fick. From the fea we had a very fteep afcent tomake, which obliged me to come out 
of my net, and to walk afoot, but at length through extreme weaknefs I fainted ; 
whereupon I was lifted again into the net, and with much ado dragged up the hill. 
This fainting was occafioned by my indifpofition, which never left me, and by the flender 
provifions we had in the fhip, which confifted of nothing but horfe-beans, Indian-wheat, 
and flowet made of the root of an herb ; and yet this man told me before our Fathers 
of Sogno, that his bark was well-provided, efpecially with fweet-meats, though indeed 
I found nothing but big words, and had like to have paid for it with my life. 

_ _ When we came to ‘the Mafucca’s houfe, who was the King’s relation, and lived 
about a mile from court, I called him afide, and told him what Gomez had defigned ; 
he feemed very angry, but was neverthelefs foon appeafed by my intermediation. 1 
afterwards afked him ferioufly, if I fhould go to the Banza where the King iefided, 
whether he thought His Majefty would be baptized or not. To which he, though a 
pagan, civilly anfwered, that he was certain he would, according to his promife, 
provided that trade were fettled within his dominions with the Whites purfuant ta 
their contract ; but if that were neglected, the performance of his promife would be 
accordingly procraftinated. ‘* Away then,” replied 1; “ go tell your majfter, that by 
the help of God I would tranfport myfelf to Loanda in the kingdom of Angola, on 
purpofe to fettle that matter with the Portuguefe governor ; and gherahds, if not pre- 
vented, I will return hither myfelf, but if I cannot, my Father fupeyor fhall come and 
baptize your King.” Then turning to Ferdinand Gomez, who ftood by me all the 
_ while, T {poke to fi thus in the prefence of the Mafucca, “ You fee I have ended my 
bufinefs, go you and make an end of yours, and do not endeavour to put tricks pia 
: NN2 thefe 
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thefe poor people.” Hereupon he contented himfelf with fix flaves in exchange for his 
goods, and fo prepared for his departure. Jah. 

Lneverthelefs remained in the Mafucea’s houfe, and towards night an ambaffador, 
with five others, came to me from the King of Congo, Before their coming I had 
twa meflengers from the Mafucca of Angoij, to fignity their mafter’s concern for my 
departure from Capinda without his knowledge. I acquainted them that the reafon of 
my fo doing was, becaufe I had no houfe near the fea to refide in, his being above a 
day’s journey off. I afterwards opened the King of Congo’s letter, wherein he en- 
treated me for Gad’s fake to come and comfort him, many years having paffed fince 
he had any Capuchin within his dominions; and his mother Donna Potentiana was 
defirous tw fee me, having feveral things to communicate to me for the benefit of 
Chriftianity. Together with the embafly the King fent a prefent of two flaves, one 
for me, and the other for the Mafucca, for fervices done him. Mine I refufed, and 
yet I never faw him ; but afterwards confidering that if I did not accept of him, the 
Mafucca would have both to fell to the heretics, I gave him to Ferdinand Gomez, for 
having given me a flafk of wine for the facrament, and fome other {mall things. Then 
& took leave of the Mafucca of Cacongo, thanking him for his civilities, and bidding 
him to acquaint the King his mafter that I was gone to Loanda to accomplith what 
His Majefty had commanded. Idefired the captain of the fhip or fmack, that if he 
did not meet with me at Capinda, he fhould do his beft to come to the port of Sogni, 
which he did faithfully, being a Venetian, and my countryman, notwith{tanding both 
the wind and tide were agin him. For the civilities I had received from the Mas 
fucca, I prefented him with feveral {mall things, in all to the value of about a flave ; 
this I did that he might be the more willing to furnifh me with provifions for my voy- 
age. ¥ punétually obferved his orders in fatisfying the people that were to carry me 
over the river, which obliged him fo much, that he procured me feveral companions 
befides, the Congolans, which made us in all thirteen. 

On the 7th of March 1688, without any fazther delay, we fet forth towards Congo, 
and having gone about two days’ journey by land, arrived at the Banza of Bomangoij, 
where, by a correfpondent of the Mafucca, a well-bred man, I was very courteoufly 
received and welcomed, as I was by the governor, who received me with fincerity, 
and procured a boat to carry me farther up the river. This voyage was extremely 
irkfome to me through the exceffive heat, the fun being then in Leo, which is the 
time of the rains; and I believe I could never have endured it, had I not been parti- 
cularly afffted by Almighty God. A-nights I was obliged to lie afhore on the wet 
ground, continually tormented with a multitude of gnats called Melgos, which rather 
deferved the name of horfe-leeches, for they would never quit their holds till they 
dropped off and burft, and fo rather chofe to lofe their lives than baulk their appetites. 
Or elfe I lay expofed to the air in the canoe, which was a much greater plague, 
All this was nothing to what follows. The Mafucca’s fervant having received his 
money beforehand, would not allow me enough to fubfift for four days, having agreed 
with the reft of the Blacks, who took their turns, to go by land and divert themfelves, 
meeting the boat at the turn of the river, till we came to Boma, As for my interpreter, 
they gave him now and then a little, but I was fain to owe all my fupport to a little 
wine Thad by me, The Conghefes fent to me by the King, bid me to have patience, 
for it would not be long before I was in their matter’s dominions, and then I might 
have an opportunity to revenge myfelf on thofe wicked infidels. 

The ifland of Boma is well fituated, pretty large, extremely populous, and abouads 

iwith all manner of fuftenance proper for the glimate. It is tributary to the King of 
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Congo, and has feveral fmall iflands about it belonging to the count of Sogno, The 
inhabitants do not ufe circumcifion like fome pagans their neighbours, whofe wizards 
eircumcife them on the eighth day, not out of any regard to the Mofaical law, but for 
fome wicked ends and purpofes of their own. When our miffioners came to exercife 
their funétion in the iflands of Sogno, thefe people carry their children to them to bap- 
tize. In this they do well, but as to other matters they obferve little or no religion, 
and that I believe chiefly for want of priefts to inftrué them. As foon as they per- 
ceived my arrival, the mothers ran like mad women with their children in their arms 
to get them baptized. This the Mani would not neverthelefs permit me to perform, 
till he had known his lord and mafter’s pleafure therein. As we rowed up the canal, 
the lord of the ifland fent to fpeak with me, being ready to receive me not far off, but 
firft let me know that I muft not pretend to touch him, for that he was a true gentile ; 
his arms were all covered with great numbers of enchanted iron and brafs hoops, and 
he fuperftitioufly avoided my touching him, for fear they fhould lofe their virtue. When 
IT came to him, I found him fitting in a fort of leathern chair under an umbrella; he had 
a fort of linen apron about his middle, and the reft of his body was wrapped about 
in a kind of fearlet cloak, which having loft both its colour and nap plainly fhewed its 
antiquity. [alfo fat myfelf down ina little leathern chair, which I carried always 
about with me to hear confeffions, After a little difcourfe I prefentéd him with fome- 
thing after the cuftom of his country; for if fomething of this kind be not done to the 
prince, a miffion will not be very like to fucceed. Afterwards this prince having 
afligned me a houfe near to his, 1 began to baptize the children. 

‘The prince gave me to underftand, that he had a mind I fhould baptize a fhe-flave 
of his, which I told him I could not do till I had catechized her; and moreover, that 
after baptifm there were feveral things to be done by her, among which one was, that 
fhe mutt be forthwith married according to our law, which we enjoined on all the con- 
verted pagans in other parts. I was an{wered by one of the ftanders-by, that this wo. 
man was not only a flave, but likewife miftrefs to their lord, and therefore I ought 
not to infift on the fame from her as another. I told him her being a miftrefs was {o 
much the worfe, and bid him acquaint his lord, that I could by no means comply with 
his defires: the prince feemed very much difpleafed at my refufal to baptife his flave, 
but J neverthelefs perfifted in my refolutions. 

I baptized many at that time, and thereby not only reaped a {piritual benefit, but 
likewife a temporal one ; for almoft every one brought me fomething or other as a pre 
fent. Being {carcely able to ftand on my feet, I turned about to the Mafucca’s fervant, 
and {aid to him, “ See what difference there is between your religion and ours; for, 
where yours allows you to be ungrateful, ours enjoins us to give even to thofe that have 
ufed us ill: take, therefore, you, all thefe prefents, and leave me only fufficient to 
fupport me to-night.” According as I had bid him, fo he did; what was left for me 
being only a pot-full of pullet-broth, and a few peate. Here the cuftom is to have the 
Kitchen without doors for fear of firme the houle, which is but of ftraw. My inter- 
preter only remained with me, the reft of my companions being gone, fome one way, 
and fome another. As foon as we had prepared my fupper with an addition of two 
eggs, I fell to it heartily: my broth I fupped up, and tafted my peafe, but I had not 
fo done half an hour before I felt thofe pains that people are wonteto do with the twift- 
ing of the guts: I thereupon lighted a candle, and threw myfelf upon the bed, which 
feemed much farther from me by reafon of my torments than it really was. What I° 
fuffered is only poflible for them to exprefs that have experienced the torture. Provi- 
dence, which feldom fails the wretched in extremity, at lait direGted me to a little 
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bafket I had by my bed-fide, wherein I had preferved fome antidotes, for I now. began 
to think I was poifoned: amongft the reft there was an elk’s hoof, which I took and 
applied, but it did me no good, finding myfelf rather worfe than before ; for my teeth 
began to be fet, and my fight to be loft; then I had recourfe to a fort of little lemon, 
which I would willingly have put into my mouth at once, but could not by reafon of the 
too ftrait paflage : at laft I found I muft break it, which I did ;ithe firft drop that came into 
my mouth gave me fome eafe; but when I had got the reft of the juice into my ftomach, 
I began immediately to grow drowfy, infomuch that I quickly fell afleep with the lemon 
in my mouth, and hand upon my cheek. How long I continued in that condition I 
cannot tell. My companions coming, and perceiving me to lie in that pofture, thought 
verily I had been dead, but at length, through the only interceffion of the Virgin, I 
came to myfelf, Then turning about to the Congolans, I cried, ‘« God forgive ye,” 
and was going to fay more, but found my tongue unable to exprefs any thing but 
broken tones. The occafion of my breaking forth into that expreflion, was on account 
of the poifoning of fix of my order near Bamba, as they were travelling through Congo, 
being the common road from the kingdom of Angola. This way I refolved to avoid, 
for fear the like fate might have happened to me. As for my diftemper, it began to 
work off by vomits, which continued upon me for eight days and nights together ; in 
four of which, I had little or no reft, and, befides, brought up whatever leat. Being 
tolerably recovered, fome fhort time after I was impatient to be gone: for that purpofe; 
I fent to know if my people were in readinefs, but had for anfwer, that the cheft wherein 
the altar and its furniture were kept, was left on the fhore and the canoe gone. It 
feems the lord of that country had fent the night before to the watermen, that if they 
offered to carry me off they fhould lofe their heads. I hereupon fent civilly to that 
prince to fuffer me to procure another boat : his anfwer was, that if | wanted a boat, he 
alfo wanted a cloak, my prefent which I formerly made him not having been fufficient. 
I happened to have two pieces of cotton-cloth by me, which it feems he had been in. 
formed of; they were woven in divers colours, and came from Guinea, being a prefent 
to me from Father Francifca da Montelione: one of thefe 1 immediately fent to this 
prince to obtain his favour, which I heard he would not neverthelefs afford me, unlefs 
{fent the other alfo: this I was unwilling to do, alleging I kept it for the fervice of 
God, to which he replied, that the boat was kept for God’s fervice likewife, and, 
therefore, I fhould not have it. Finding myfelf thus indifpenfably obliged to let him 
have it, I fent it him, and, three days after, he returned me a boat and men. 

Before I continue my voyage on the river, give me leave to acquaint you with fome 
other paffages of this nature which happened in this ifland, and were told me by Fa- 
ther Thomas da Seftola our fuperior, which may ferve to confirm what has been related 
before. A certain miffioner coming to this ifland, the Mani or lord feized upon fome 
of the goods belonging to his mifhon; the friar, hereupon, acquainted the count of 
Sogno foi whence he came therewith, who immediately fent orders to have the things 
reftored again to the Capuchin, or he would proclaim war againft the Mani: this had 
fo good an effect, that the goods were forthwith reftored, and the miffiewer highly treated 
and prefented. Neverthelefs, to prevent any mifunderftanding between thefe two princes, 
the before-mentioned black prieft, called Don Francifco, was fent hither, who being of 
the fame colour and country with thefe iflanders, made a good beginning in his holy 

_funétion. Whilft he was one day celebrating mafs, the Mani, who was much more 
devoted to riches than religion, initead of affifting at thofe divine myfteries, did nothing 
byt gaze upon the prieft’s Chafuble and filver patten ; of one he had a fancy to make a 
dat, and of the other a breaft-plate. As foon as mafs was ended, he very boldly 
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alked for them: the prudent prieft hereupon anfwered him, that he would very, wil- 
lingly let him have them, the Capuchins abounding in thofe things, provided he would 
tet him have them to officiate with during his ftay there, but he ftole away that very 
night. Whether it was the Mani himfelf, or any other, that ahenes me harm, I am 
not able to determine ; but I am certain, that if { had known the foregoing ftory, I had 
walked more warily, and given nobody an cpportunity to make me undergo fo great a 
danger as I did. 

It may not be here amifs to take notice of two things more relating to the foregoing : 
firft, as to the fmall fort of lemon which 1 made ufe of as an antidote, it is to be noted, 
that the poifon of thefe parts, which lies chiefly in certain herbs, is not to be expelled 
any other way than by the juice of this fruit, and this is a fecret known to very few. 
As to the poifon in wood, or the like, nought cdn prevail againft it, but the bark of the 
tree called Mignamigna, as has been hinted at before in the defcription of the plants 
and trees of thefe countries. 

Over and above the fix Capuchin miffionaries that were poifoned at the time of my 
being in Congo, I muft add the like fad fate which had happened to Father Jofeph Maria 
da Seitri, a Genoefe, who, in his way to Sogno, where I then refided, being accom- 
panied with about thirty-five perfons fent with him by the count, he went afide to a 
Conghefe city called Incuffo: at the time of his departure, he told me that fix had 
been poifoned before him, and he fhould be the feventh. Staying at Incuffo about a 

ear, he took what care he could to get into his hands all the implements that had be- 
longed to the deceafed miflioners, and which he was commanded to do by the then Fa- 
ther fuperior. Whilft he was doing this, he was earneftly requefted by the Vicar- 
general Don Michael de Caftro, a Mulatto, to come to him, profefling himfelf defirous 
to fulfil the Eaiter-duty of receiving the facrament and confefling, being then an old man, 
and wanting one to aflift him in adminiftering the facraments. The pious Father went 
innocently to wait on him according to his requeft, carrying along with him what things 
he had recovered, propofing to fend them to the fuperior: about four o’clock he got 
fafe to the vicar-general’s houfe, but, before night, he was taken with fainting fits, and 
died not without a reafonable fufpicion of being poifoned, He was no fooner dead, 
but the vicar-general caufed all the people to depart the room where he Jay, and then 
proceeding to rip up his bundles, took thence, as we are credibly informed, four filver 
chalices,. two cenfers, with their boats, and two pixs, all of the fame metal, with feveral 
other things, part of which he pretended were given him by the dying miffioner, and 
the reit he promifed he would fend to our fuperior at Loanda, but did not. 

Ireport this from the people that were with Father Seftri, when he died, and who 
told me moreover, that he took a great quantity of treacle without any relief. This 
aétion of the vicar-general hindered his fon from being admitted into facred orders when 
he folicited for it. As foon as the old vicar was dead, the chapter of Loanda thundered 
out one excommunication againft the fon, then deacon, and the new bifhop another, to 
the end that he might thereby be obliged to reftore what his father had fo unjuftly got; 
all which ferved little or no purpofe. The old vicar had fix thoufand flaves at his 
‘command, befidgs fubjedts, with which he defigned to have forced his fon’s promotion 
to.the priefthood, to the end that he might crown him King of Congo, without con- 
fidering whether he could get himfelf to be eleted, and at that time he was decrepit. 
But I muff return to give an account of the further progrefs of my journey. 

The-firft day after I was got over the river, I had a very fteep mountain to go up; 
which being impoflible to do in my net, I was fain to perform it on foot, being fupported 
all the way by two men, by reafon of my weaknefs. We came at length to a villagéy 
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where I obferved coleworts planted like ours in Europe, brought thither it may be by 
fome miffioners. There are of them in the kingdom of Angola, but they produce no 
feed, and are multiplied by planting the fprouts, growing to a great height. ‘This village 
was called Bungd, where I baptifed fifteen children. 

The morning of my departure hence, thofe that had the care of me being gone back 
again, as it is the cuftom in thefe countries to do, being affigned frefh condutors by 
the Mani of the place, they would not ftir a foot forwards till they were paid, though 
it be our privilege to travel always at the charge of the town where we came laft. In 
anfwer to their demands I told them, that I was going to wait on their King upon this 
account, and therefore if he would have me to come, he muft bear my charges. They 
replied, in great fury, “ We will be paid,” clapping their hands, and ftamping with 
their feet as if they had been mad. ‘This ation I confefs made me fmile, whereupon I 
told them, that if they would repeat the fame three times over they fhould be paid. 
This made them to laugh too, when fhrugging up their fhoulders, and performing what 
T required, ‘they ftooped and took me up. It feems this ridiculous aétion of theirs was 
to have frighted me into a compliance; but however they were difappointed in the 
manner of procuring it, though they fucceeded in what they expected. 

In my fecond day’s journey I was carried to the city of Norchie, where I baptifed 
one hundred and twenty-fix perfons. This place is the beft fituated of any I had 
hitherto feen in Ethiopia. Here the King’s fon met me, being come for that purpofe, 
and I ftaid a day and a half to baptife the people. 

Here, as I underftood, had never yet been any prieft, and that becaufe this town was 
fomewhat out of the road, the people having been ufed to carry their children about fix 
days journey off, to a place where the miflioners commonly refided. The crowd that 
gathered here about me was very great, and the court of the houfe where I was but 
very little, fo that I determined for my greater eafe, to perform my office in, the market, 
This the Mani obferving, told me, that if I pleafed I might go to the church, which 
was not far off. 1 was glad to hear there was one, and therefore immediately went ta 
it. When I came near it, I perceived it was a pretty large one, and had a great wooden 
crofs ftanding before it, which I was glad to fee. Fixing my eyes upon the door of the 
church, I found it was quite different from what others had; whereupon calling to the 
Mani with a great deal of concern, I defired him to caufe it to be opened. But he, 
inftead of gratifying me in my requeft, immediately fled, together with all the reft of 
the company, which were very numerous, Being thus left to my refentments, I clapped 
my foot againft the door, and broke it open, when I faw what I could never have be- 
lieved, had it been barely related to me: inftead of an altar there was a great heap of 
fand, wherein was ftuck a ftraight horn about five {pans long, and on one fide another 
of a leffer fize. On one part of the wall hung two coarfe fhirts, fuch as I had before 
feen in the kingdom of Angoij. Being aftonifhed at this fight, my hair ftood an end, 
my tongue cleaved to the roof of my mouth, and I began to cry out aloud, enhancing 
the offence as much as poflible, “ Are thefe the effects of the inftru@tions ye have 
learned from our miffioners? Is this the fruit of fo much toil and anguifh as has been 
undergone in your convertion ?’’ with feveral more expreffions of the like nature. J 
deferred adminiftering the facrament of baptifm for fome time, giving for reafon, that it 
was by no means proper to baptife the children of thofe parents that had rejected the 
worfhip of the true God, for that of an abominable idol, fuch as their execrable Caria- 
bemba was, for fo they called their devil. I afterwards told them that I would not ftir 
: i from their town till they had utterly thrown down and deftroyed that temple of 
“‘wolatry, : 
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Retiring to recommend myfelf to God, and to pray for the illumination of his Spirit, 
I faid to myfelf, “ If I fhould now clap fire to this building, and burn it down, what 
damage may it not do to the inhabitants, whofe houfes are all adjoining, and moreover 
built with reeds?” I concluded therefore to execute my purpole more mildly at my 
return, after 1 had been fecure of the King’s favour; for fhould I now have done it, I 
might have incurred the fame damage or danger as others have done. Amongft the 
reft, Father Bernard da Savona, a few days before he came to Sogno, was left with his 
baggage, by his conduétors, in a large foreft, where, for fear of being torn to pieces by 
wild beaits, he was forced to leave his bundles, and wander alone in great hafte; till at 
laft coming near the fea, he was difcovered by fifhermen, who giving us at the convent 
notice of it, we fent fpeedily out for him, and had him conduéted fafe to us. He was 
travelling, on account of his miffion, to Emcaflu in Congo. 

The like misfortune befel Father John Baptift da Malta, as he travelled through 
Bamba; who perceiving himfelf forfaken by the perfons that were to attend him, had 
recourfe to the Father of miracles, the glorious St. Anthony of Padua, for affiftance. 
When he had watched in a tree almoft a whole night for fear of becoming a prey to the 
wild beafts, he heard himfelf all of a fudden called by his name. The poor Father 
thinking fome of his companions had called him, begged for the love of God to be 
conducted to fome road. A little while after two gentlemen coming by that way with 
fervants, and obferving the Father alone, and fo much mifufed, took him upon their 
own backs, and carried him to the city of Bamba, not fuffering any of their fervants to 
take turns with them, for fear of being deprived of the entire benefit of fo charitable an 
action, The poor Father coming to the vicar of Bamba’s houfe, and being kindly en- 
tertained by him, after fome time enquired after his companions ; and meeting with them 
not long after, he demanded of them how they could be fo cruel as to leave him alone 
in fuch a foreft. Alfo, why they did not come to affift him when he called to them, 
and they heard him. Their anfwer was, that as for hearing him they took care not to 
do that from their firft leaving him, flying from him as faft as they could, and had not 
been near him fince till then. By their anfwer the Maltefe eafily perceived that it was 
the faint to whom he had recourfe, that had both called and delivered him. This 
was told me by the faid Father himfelf in our convent at Loanda, in the kingdom of 
Angola. 

Teas likewife afraid fuch an accident might have befallen me, as happened to one of 
our order, Father Philip da Salefia, a miffioner into the kingdom of Congo. The ftory 
is this:—~After the ‘death of the pious Don Alvaro King of Congo, a new King was 
chofen, who was no lefs zealous and devout than his predeceflor. ‘This prince putting 
out a proclamation to have all the wizards that fhould be found within his dominions 
burnt, thofe wicked wretches gathering together in the dukedom of Sundi, ftill perfifted 
to exercife their damnable callings in their huts, notwithftanding the prohibition. To 
prevent this, the duke’s forces marched thither in great hafte, carrying along with them 
the aforefaid Father. Being arrived at the place, they began to fet fire to the huts: as 
foon as the wizards perceived the flames about their ears, they came out in great fury ; 
whereat the duke’s people immediately fled, leaving the poor Father to fhift for himfelf 
The wizards perceiving him alone, {oon feized, and murdered, and devoured him, both 
to fatisfy their revenge and appetite. ‘The truth of this was attefted and told us by the 
perions that fled, who faid, they had obferved it by the light of the blaze of the houfes. 


= We were then at our convent in the city of St. Salvador. 


The young prince of Congo, who was about eighteen years old, perceiving I thewed 
him litde refpeét, efpecially after what I had difcovered in the church, having drawn ~ 
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up his men in order, departed. I was told I had not done well, to thew fo little regard 
to their King’s fon, and was therefore defired to fend for him back again. My anfwer 
was, that fince his departure was voluntarily, fo fhould be his return, for me; but 
withal, that if he would come back he fhould be well received. In fhort, he did come 
back, and at length both he and his were well fatisfied, and tarried with me till next 
day at noon, when we went all away together. 

Having travelled another day’s journey and a half with the aforefaid prince, we met 
with the King’s uncle, and a relation of his, who had drums, trumpets, and a great train 
of followers. When we came within half a mile of the Banza of Lemba, where the 
King was, I was told I muft not go any nearer till farther order, and therefore was 
forced to remain behind alone with my interpreter. At laft the order came, attended 
with feveral perfons, to bring me to court. When I came near the city, I was {topped 
again to wait for the fecretary, who was, to receive me there. He prefently came and 
conduéted me into the market-place, where the people, almoft innumerable, and divided 
into two choirs, were finging of the Rofary in the Conghefe tongue. At the upper end 
fat the King with a long cloak upon his fhoulders, a fatin waiftcoat ftriped with filver 
on his back, and his lower parts from the middle were cloathed with a fine veft after 
the mode of the country. Being led up into His Majefty’s prefence, he reached out an 
ivory crucifix a {pan and a half long, on an ebony crofs of a proportionable length, for 
me to kifs, When I had done it, and he had delivered it to a favourite, he cul needs 
kifs my crucifix; which he did, and afterwards falling on his knees, received bene- 
di@ion. In the mean-time the people were marching in great order towards the church, 
whilft the King and I brought up the rear. When I came into the church, after a 
fhort prayer, I went up to the altar, and preached a fermon to them upon thefe words 
of the apoftle to the Corinthians, Ecce nunc tempus qcceptabile, ecce nunc dies falutis ; 
declaring, that I came amongft them for no other end, than to revive in their hearts the 
love and fear of God, and of his Son Chrift. ear wis 

My fermon being ended, I waited on the King back to his palace, where he enter- 
tained me lovingly, and gave me a hearty welcome into his dominions. After we had 
fpent fome time together, I took my leave, but His Majefty would needs fee me out of 
the ftreet. His nobles had orders to accompany me farther, for they conducted me to 
a houfe belonging to the King’s uncle, where I was to refide, I muft needs fay I was 
not a little furprized to obferve how pundtually thofe lords would come every morning 
.wrapped up in their long cloaks, and walking two by two, to receive and condu& me 
to church, and after mafs march back again with me in the fame order as they came. 

After the reciprocal vifits between the. King and me were pretty well over, I one 
day afked His Majefty for what reafon he had fo earneftly and fo often fent for me 
from Sogno. He anfwered, that he might have a prieft and preacher of the holy 
Gofpel within his dominions. ‘« That I believe,” replied I, “ but I prefume Your 
Majefty had fome other end.” Though he made me no anfwer to this, yet I could 
eafily perceive he had fome thought thereupon that pleafed him, and that by his fmiling. 
« Your Majefty mutt give me leave to guefs at it,” replied I, “ and therefore I fancy 
you fent for me to put the crown of Congo upon your head.” Thefe words were fcarce 
out of my mouth, but I heard a great clapping of hands, and humming (which are 
tokens of great foy among thefe people), together with a confufed noife of prating 
among the courtiers, and drums beating, trumpets founding, and other .noify inftru- 
ments playing ; all which were only grateful to my ears, as they proceeded from plea- 
fure conceived at what I had faid. 3 
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The Kings of Congo have a full from Pope Urban VIIL, which gives them-leave to 
be crowned by the Capuchin miffioners after the Catholic manner, and which’ in: for- 
mer times their firft King was by the faid authority. And afterwards the miffioner, 
Father Januario da Nola, did the fame office for Don- Garcia Alphonfo, who was 
crowned in the time of Pope Innocent X. The like were others down to this prefent 
King. I told His Majefty that his election having been by votes, and that in writing, 
by reafon the electors lived fo far off, I defired to fee them. He readily complied with 
my requeft, and among the reft I found the count of Sogno’s name, which I was glad 
to fee, there having been fome difference formerly between thofe two princes. 

Having gone thus far, my next bufinefs was to procure the regal crown of Congo, 
which had been formerly fent hither by the aforefaid Pope Urban, and remained at 
prefent in the cuftody of the Portuguefe. It may not be amifs to tell how they came 
by it; the manner in fhort was this: — Don Garcia II. and feventeenth Chriftian King 
of this country, being defirous to eftablifh the fucceffion of his throne to his children, 
amongit other tyrannous actions, extirpated feveral of the chief families of his king- 
dom ; and at laft, to fhew that he was refolved to die as wickedly as he had lived, 
inftead of invoking the affiftance of heaven in his ficknefs, he had recourfe only to 
wizards, necromancers, and fuch kind of ill-people. Thefe wretches bearing a more 
than ordinary ‘hatred to the then prince Don Alphonfo, as well knowing and fearin; 
that if they fuffered him to come to the crown, he would not only perfecute, but bani 
them, poffeffed the mind of his fick father, that to make his way the fooner to his 
dominions, he had defigned to poifon him. 

Garcia thereupon blinded by.their fubtilties, immediately declared his fon unworthy 

' of his throne, and confequently got him murdered, recommending for his fucceffor 
Don Antonio I. his fecond fon. Not long after Garcia died, in the twenty-firft year 
of his geign, leaving his fon Antonio to fucceed him: but nobody can imagine the 
wickednels of his reign ; befides the murder of his brother, wherein he was not a 
little concerned, he put to death all his relations. He caufed his wife to be murdered, 
giving out, though falfely, that the was guilty of adultery ; and afterwards married a 
near kinfwoman, whom he had formerly been in love with, againft all law and reafon. 
Then he proceeded to extend his cruelty towards her relations, as unjuftly as he had 
done towards his own. Thus began the reign of that monftrous tyrant Don Antonio, 
who having fearce wrapped himfelf in his purple, dyed it in fcarlet, and became ab- 
horred and hated by the Portuguefe and Whites, who having fignified their diflike to 
his practices, and which coming to his ears, he vowed he would fpeedily have them 
beat and whipt out of his dominions. 

To effect this, confiding more in his multitudes, than their knowledge in military 
affairs, he raifed a prodigious army of nine hundred thoufand men; the truth whereof 
I know not whether it may be queftioned by the reader ; but befides my own, Ihave 
the authority of Father Cavazzi for it, who in_his fecond book, p. 286, and eighth 
book, p. 868, affirms the fame thing. Moreover it may appear credible, if we confider 
the exceffive largenefs and populouinefs of thefe countries, as likewife that all this King’s 
fubjects are net only obliged, but accuftomed voluntarily to follow him to the wars at 
his leaft command. 

Before this army marched, the King’ was advifed by Father Frattcis de St. Salvador, 
his chaplain and relation, not to hazard the lives of fo many poor flaves, againft fo 
warlike a people as the Portuguefe. ‘This friar had received the habit of our order 
from Father Giacinto da Vetralla ; he was a learned man, and was admitted by order 
of the facred college. 
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The King not caring to hearken to his chaplain’s advice, the army marched againft 
the Portuguefe. On the very firft day of their march, the heavens let down fuch a 
deluge, as one would have thought fufficient to have drowned all £thiopia, and mourned 
in thunder for the dreadful flaughter that was to enfue. The good friag perceiving the 
difpleafure of heaven, renewed his former petition and advice to the King. “ Obferve,” 
quoth he to the King, “ thefe drops are as fo many tongues, that exhort you not to 
fight againft the Whites; and thefe claps of thunder are fo many groans, that good 
heaven fends forth for the woeful effeéts of your obftinacy.” The haughty King never- 
thelefs perfifted in his refolution and marched forwards: when at length, ftepping afide 
a little way from his army, with a few followers, to repofe himfelf, behold a dreadful 
tiger, as it were for a fecond warning, leaped fuddenly out of a foreft, and ran full 
drive at him. Father Francis, who never went from the King’s fide, feeing this, drew 
out a {cymitar he had at his girdle, and oppofing the furious beaft, at one {troke cleft 
him in two. The King, little moved at this aétion of his preferver, rather attributed 
his fafety to magit, than to his kinfman’s valour. : 

The Postuguete being refolved to find thofe mines of gold which the Moci-Congo- 
lans had fo long promifed, and {till delayed to difcover to them, got together about 
four hundred brave Europeans, with near two thoufand Blacks their flaves, and lodged 
themfelves in the marquifate of Pemba, where they not long after were affaulted by 
above eighty thoufand Ethiopians. The Portuguefe, though they faw their enemies 
march as thick as locufts, and though they themfelves were but a handful in com- 
parifon of them, and had but two pieces of cannon, yet were they not difheartened, 
even when they faw them encompafs and furround them. The Capuchin placed him. 
felf in his veltments between the two armies, endeavouring to make peace, which 
was approved of by the Portuguefe. But the obftinate King would not hearken to 
his mediation, but forthwith gave the fignal of battle, and feeing a woman witha child 
in her arms, fuppofed to be the Virgin Mary, ftanding by the Portuguefe general, he 
fhewed her to i men, afluring thes of victory, becaufe the Portuguefe had the 
impediment of their women with them. Then began the fhot to fly like hail from 
the Portuguefe guns, efpecially from two pieces of cannon they had, which made fuch 
a dreadful flaughter among the Blacks, ‘that one part of the army giving way, the 
other. was not long before it followed. In fhort, the Portuguefé got the victory ; 
which the proud King perceiving, he thought to fecure himfelf behind-a huge rock ; 
which being overthrown by a cannon ball, buried and killed both the King and his 
cMaplain, the good friar. Thofe few that faved themfelves by flight, left neverthelefs 
behind them all the baggage, with the King’s utenfils of pure gold. Now becaufe this 
memorable flaughter was chiefly occafioned by gold, the natives have never fince cared 
to dig it for fear of lofing their country and becoming flaves thereby. 

The head of the dead King was immediately lopped off by the conquerors, who 
carried it to Loanda, together with the crown and {ceptre. There they buried it, the 
whole chapter affifting at the obfequies. This battle, commonly looked upon to have 
been miraculous, I myfelf have feen painted upon the wall of the church of Our 
Lady of Nazareth, where the head is buried ; and have alfo had it related to me, after 
the manner as I have told it, by a Portuguefe captain that was prefent at it, He alfo 
told me, that after the battle, while they were in purfuit of the enemy, he happened 
to come into a houfe where he faw two breafts of meat roafting by the fire. Having 
driven out the people, according to the military cuftom, and being exceedingly hungrv, 
he fell to taking them off the {pit, but had no fooner touched them than he perceived 
them to be man’s flefh. By this may be feen, that though generally fpeakipg there be 

no 
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no Anthropophagi (man-eaters) in Congo, yet the neceffities of war drove the people 
to great fhifts in this marquifate. 

The Portuguefe did not pretend to any right to the crown of Congo, having been 
fent by the pope, though they had taken it in war, but faid, they were ready to tefign 
it whenever they fhould be fo required. Now, becaufe by the death of Don Antonio, 
fo many diforders arofe, and every one thought it his right to command rather than 
duty to obey; thence enfued innumerable flaughters and great deftruétion, I propofed 
to the King to go with his army and take poffeffion of St. Salvador, a city where for- 
merly his anceftors refided, whence he might fend an’ ambaflador for the crown and 
{ceptre to the governor of Loanda, without a letter, and through the province of Pemba, 
for otherwife he might be hindered by the duke of Bamba his enemy: and if he hap- 
pened to be {topped by thofe people, he fhould have orders not to tell them he was an 
ambaffador, left they fhould detain and put him to death, which, inftead of preventing 
mifchief, would caufe more. The King hearkening attentively to all I faid, after I had 
ended my propofition, turned about to his relations and friends, and {poke after this 
manner: “ The Father,” fays he to them, “« knows all ;”’ meaning, that I had dif- 
covered the defigns of the Asthiopians ; and adding moreover, that he approved of my 
propofal, but that it could not be well put in execution till the corn was off the ground ; 
but as foon as harveft was in, he promifed that-he would march with his troops to St. 
Salvador, to grub up the woods, and take poffeflion thereof, together with the lands 
and habitations thereabouts. In times paft, that city had been the metropolis and 
éapital of Congo, where the King refided with his court. There alfo lived a bifhop 
and his chapter, a college of Jefuits, and a monaftery of our order, all maintained at 
the coft of the King of Portugal. In our convent always refided the Father-fuperior 
of our order in thefe parts. But fince, through frequent wars, both this city, and the 
country about it, was become a den of thieves and robbers. ; 

Without this city is the Pombo, or great market, built by the Giaghi, where man’s 
flefh was accuftomed to be fold like to that of fheep and oxen. The Portugal mer- 
chants, who refided here in great numbers on account of traffic, refufed to buy this 
flefh, and rather chofe to have the flaves alive, whereby to fill their purfes with gold, 
than to have their bellies ftuffed with fuch barbarous food; and, on this account, they 
pretend they have a licence to buy flaves, which however they could never produce to 
this day. ‘Ihe Giaghi above-mentioned are the moft barbarous people in nature, of 
whom, or of the converfion of the Queen of Singa, I fhall not treat, becawfe that 
fubje&t is handled at large by Father Francis Moria Gioja of Naples. 

« I told the King likewife, I would go to Sogno, and expect the return of the fmack 
from Loango, and therein tranfport myfelf to Loanda. I advifed him not to let Augiit 
pafs before he difpatched his ambaffador, affuring him he fhould no fooner arrive at 
Loanda, but have all the refpe&t paid him which was due to his minifter ; and the pre- 
fent Portuguefe governor being almoft out of his time, would deliver the crown for a 
{mall prefent, which perhaps another would not; and that the Father fuperior a 
would crown him, which being done with the Portuguefé confent, none would dare ¢ 

eftion it. 

a then afked two favours of His Majefty ; firft, that he would pleafe to pardon a cer- 
tain ‘rebel that had caufed himfelf to be proclaimed King of Confo, but was now a 
fugitive in the dominions of Sogno, and that ever fince his army had been routed by that 
of His Majefty ; I requefted him likewife not only to forgive him, but alfo to afford 
him the government of fome city, paffing my word that he fhould prove an obedient 


and loyal fubje€ for the future. The King gave his word prefently that he would do 
4 all 
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all I defired ; but I not caring to truft altogether to that, caufed him to give me his 
oath upon the crucifix to perform it, to the end the criminal might not afterwards be 
difappointed and punifhed. My other requeft was, that His Majefty would reftore to 
the count the country of Chiovachianza, to the end that having that prince for his 
friend, as well as the Portuguefe, he might reign fecure for many years. This, likewife, 
without any fcruple, he confented to. 

How little reafon I had to afk any favour on behalf of the aforefaid rebel, may ap- 
pear by what follows :—This mock-king, Don Garcia (for fo was his name), coming 
to vifit a miffioner of our order, one Francis Michael da Torino, then in the city of 
Cuffu in Congo, after he had been very courteoufly received by him, and whilft the 
Father and he were talking together, a fire fuddenly broke out in the church: the 
mock-king foon perceiving it, immediately ordered all his followers to do what they 
could to extinguith it, which yet gained fo far upon them, that in a fhort time not only 
the church was burnt to the ground, but the facrifty or veftry. Don Garcia feemed 
extremely concerned, which neverthelefs was all but feigned, he having been the con- 
triver of all, as I was afterwards told by Father Michael, who by a ftratagem got it out 
of one of the followers, that Don Garcia made the wifp of ftraw himfelf, and giving it 
to one of the Negroes, ordered him to fire the church. This he did to make his zeal 
appear the more by his endeavours to quench the fire, not thinking the flames would 
have increafed as they did. As a reward for this great diligence o his, he was forth- 
with excommunicated by the faid miffioner, who foon after departed that country. Don 
Garcia not long afterwards coming to Sogno, was abfolved of his fault by my com 
panion F, Benediét, upon his repentance. 

‘Whilft I continued in Lemba, which was about twenty days, the church was very 
much frequented: at day-break, the third part of the Rofary was fung by thofe that 
were going journeys, efpecially by the women who went to work in the fields: three 
hours after, the fame was performed by the better fort of people, adding moreover the 
faints’ Litany ; and fometimes, as often as ever I could, I {aid mafs: at night was fung 
the other part of the Rofary, together with the Litany of our Lady. This prefent year 
they kept Lent fifteen days before ours, by reafon they regulated it according to the 
courfe of the moon, but which they did not let me know for fear I fhould put it off 
fifteen days longer ; they neverthelefs obferved the ordinary courfe of forty days. To 
prevent my coming to know the conclufion of it, the Saturday before they came to me 
with an amufement, faying, ‘‘ If Your Reverence hears a great fhooting and fhouting 
to-morrow morning, you muift know it is on account of fome new acquifition added to 
our King’s dominions.” I could not but believe them, though I knew what they {poke 
of happened the night I came into the city; for then the Marquis of Mattari entered in 
triumph for having fubdued two princes, whofe dominions bordered on the kingdom of 
Micocco ; and the fame night the faid marquis came to give me welcome, looking upon 
my arrival as a good omen. ‘The next morning, according to my information, whilft 

e were in the faints’ Litany, I heard a great firing of mufkets, beating of drums, found- 
ay of trumpets, and other noifes of various inftruments. ‘* God forgive you,” cried 
I, “ for having thus impofed upon me: if I had but known that your Lent was at an 
end, I could have bleffed the palms laft Sunday, and all fhould now have been done 
that was neceflary for a preparation for Eafter: neverthelefs, I have that charity as to 
difpenfe my bleffings to all fuch as have obferved this holy time faithfully.” 

The mentioning of Micocco puts me in mind of a memorable ftory told me by the 
fuperior Father Thomas de Seftola, concerning a certain miffioner who travelled into 


this 
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this country, and, after having baptized about fifty thoufand fouls, died there. His 
name I have forgot, but the particulars of his labours are known to all. : 

This perfon would needs go to wait on the King of Micocco, by whom having been 
courteouily and kindly received, he began to treat with him about introducing the Chrif- 
tian-religion into his dominios. At the very firft propofal, the King fhewed an in- 
clination to believe that was the true faith which the miffioner propofed, and, confe- 
quently, offered to be baptized ; the prieft told him, that before he could admit him to 
the font, he muft fubmit to be catechifed: he feemed very willing to comply with what 
was required, and, after having been well inftru€ted, prepared himfelf to receive bap- 
tifm ; when all of a fudden a thought came into his head, fuggefted no doubt by the 
devil, which he delivered after this manner: “ Father, before | am baptized, I would 
beg two favours of you, which you muft not deny me; and they are, firft, to grant 
me half of your beard; and, fecondly, to afford me a fucceffor from your loins, for 
which purpofe I will caufe all my women to be brought before you, to the end you 
may choofe her you like beft: we are all mortal you know,” proceeded he, * and, 
therefore, -if you thould either die, or take a fancy to leave us, who hall fupport or 
maintain the new religion which you have planted among us? To what purpofe fhould 
I fubmit to entertain a new law, if I have no profpe& of its continuance ; grant there- 
fore that I may have a fon of your body, who, pofleffing his father’s rare qualities, may 
be a means to tranfmit this do€trine more fecurely to pofterity. I muft beg of you not 
to refufe me, for I cannot confent to be baptized, if you do. The modeft Father was 
much furprized, and fmiling, anfwered, “ That the ftrangenefs of his requeft was fo 
extraordinary, that he could neither gratify him in one nor the other of his defires,.? 
The King’s reafon, for his firft requelt was, only that he might lay up the hair, and 
fhew it upon occafion to have belonged to the introducer of the Chriftian religion into 
his country ; and who knows but his fubjeéts, out of blind zeal, might have worthipped 
it? The fecond needs no explaining. ‘It is certain we have been always exceeding 
cautious how we let the Negroes have any thing from us, that they might probably pay 
adoration to. As concerning the before-mentioned bull, called by the Conghefes of 
the bleffed facrament, and their lighting candles when they open it, the Portuguefe 
nuncio was acquainted with it, and anfwered, that that venerable effigies being on it, the 
people might be permitted in their fimplicity to worthip it. . 

When I had been about eight days at Lemba, I was feized with a double tertian 
ague, and moreover broke out from the navel.upwards in fo many boils and fcabs, 
that I had not the leaft reft either night or day. But my greateft trouble was, the want 
of an interpreter to adminifter the facrament of penance, which I had not provided, 
becaufe the letters fent me were well writ, and the language good. The fecretary was 
old, and a boy I had with me too young to be trufted with confeflions, Whilft I was 
thus fick, I was not only frequently vifited by the King himfelf, but he would likewife 
fend every fix hours to know how I did 3; the Queen alfo, and the infanta Donna Mo- 
nica fent often to enquire after my health, and withal prefented me with feveral refrefh- 
ments. Having a mind to be let blood, the King’s uncle would needs do that offiee 
for me, not caring to truft any body elfe, which he performed with that nicenefs that 


I fearce felt the lance enter my vein; this, with the help of a certain purge I brought _ 


from Venice, did mea great deal of good. Being fomewhat resovered of my indif- 
pofition, | forthwith refolved to be gone, and in order thereto made.the King acquainted 
with my intentions: he feemed much difpleafed, but notwithitanding, perceiving my 
refolutions, was fain to acquiefce. I told him I did not intend to go by the way of 
Boma for feveral reafons, but defigned to go by Sogno, to the end I might meet with 
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the fmack if I could poffibly ; I begged of him he would fend fome of his people along 
with me to conduct me as far as Chiova, a country belonging to Sogno, or to -Zariam- 
bala, an ifland of the fame dominions. His anfwer was, that he would willingly com- 
ply with any reafonable requeft of mine, but much wondered at my fo fudden depar- 
ture, efpecially if I defigned to go without taking leave’ of his mother. I told ‘His 
Majefty, that the reafon I had not hitherto done it, was on account of my indifpofition, 
of which I was but juft then recovered, but that I defigned to wait on her, God willing, 
that very night. Purfuant to my promife I went not long after towards Her Majefty’s 
court, and at my firft entrance I met two fervants with torches, in the fecond room 
two more with four fervants, and two in the third with more attendants, it being night ; 
they introduced me into the Queen’s prefence, whom I found fitting wrapped up in a 
cloak, which was likewife thrown under her arm, having nothing but her {mock under 
it, and her daughter fitting on a carpet by her. After having addrefled myfelf briefly 
_to her by way of taking leave, fhe farted up in a paffion, and fetting her hands to her 
fides, faid, ‘* What will the world fay, if, after having obtained a minifter of the Gofpel 
with fo great difficulty, we fhould part with him fo eafily? No, no, it mutt not be; 
I will fpeak to the King my fon, that he by no means fhall fuffer you to go.”  Ma- * 
dam,” replied I {milingly, ‘“ if Your Majefty has done me the honour to buy me, 
I defire to know in what Pombo or market it was, and what you gave for me, that I 
may reftore the price to you, with thanks, for begone I mutt.” The hearing of this 
caufed no {mall laughter in the company, efpecially in the Queen herfelf. I added 
further, “ If I am not fuffered to tranfport myfelf to Loanda, how can I pretend to 
bring about what I have promifed, and you fo earneftly defire?” ‘This faid, I was 
immediately difmiffed. The name of this Queen was Donna Potentiana, her nature 
agreeing therewith, having always endeavoured to be powerful, and a great enemy’ to 
the Queen-dowager Donna Anna, and to Donna Agnes another Queen. Thefe sf 
women have often put this poor kingdom into a flame, each having defired to have 
her hufband crowned, and for that purpofe did all feparately endeavour to get a Capu- 
chin miffioner among them, which has occafioned the death of fo many priefts, and 
made our fuperior not very ready to let any miflioners go to Congo. 

Being juft upon fetting out on my journey, the King offered me a prefent of flaves, 
which T refufed, telling His Majefty that we had more than fufficient in our convent at 
Sogno; I neverthelefs accepted one to wait on me during my journey, though J had 
thirteen at home whom I employed in the fervice of the church, and in that of thofe 
that came‘to vifit us. His Majefty feeing I had refufed his offer of flaves, refolved to 
fend fome people to accompany me, which indeed I defired, among whom were two of 
his relations, to the end that ‘I might be the better received wherever I came. Over and 
above the-two things formerly mentioned, I requefted two favours more of the King, 
and they were, firft, that I might have leave to level that obfcene and facrilegious 
place betore-mentioned, if it were yet in being, where fo many forceries and villainies 
had been practifed. And fecondly, that I might take away the banners from the 
burial-places in the fields, being both fuperftitious and blameable. Having obtained 
thefe my demandé, I took nfy leave of His Majefty and departed. 

When we were got as far as the river which bounds the kingdom of Congo that way, 
my companions and. followers being many, fome arured with guns, and others with 
long pikes, after the manner of the country, by reafon we had no boats on that fide, 
« we made figns to the inhabitants of the other to come and fetch us over in their canoes. 
When this was done, our people called three affemblies among themfelves, I not being 
able to guefs at the conclufions of either, though I partly thought that the reafon mutt 


have 
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have been, either. that. they. warbiafraid.of:being rendered fufpedted by coming armed, 
or elfe that they did. not care.to:.venturethemfelyes inthe dominions of Sogno, out of 
a diftruft they-had of the people. At laft three canoes came over, but not near fuffi- 
cient to tranfport all of us; into one of thefe having put me with my interpreter, they 
promifed.they would foon follow, but were worfe.than their words; for leaving me 
to the: mercy of the winds and tide, they went their ways; and having reached the 
other fide of the river, the Mani of the place propofed to me to ftay there all night 
to baptife fome children, and next morning I fhould be going as early as I pleafed 
onwards of my journey. This propofal was not at all’ difpleafing to me, efpecially 
fince I had a more than ordinary defire to fee whether the Conghefe people would fol- 
low me or not; thofe two that were of the King’s relations having promifed'me -that 
they would conduct me as far as our convent in the Banza of Sogno. As foon’ as 
morning came, the Mani thundered in my ears, that if I would needs be gone I muft ' 
unloofe my purfe-ftrings before I entered the boat again. ‘ With all my heart,” quoth 
I, although I had already fatisfied thofe watermen that brought me over. “ Tell me,” 
faid I, “ how much you demand, and you fhall have it.” Fifteen Libonchi,” replied 
he, which are about ten Roman Giulios. When I was about to pay him what he 
demanded, he cried he muft have thirty Libonchi, having been miftaken. before. 
** There are thirty for you,” anfwered I, which having laid down, up ftarts a fellow’ 
and cries, “It is afign the Mani has not been very converfant in waterage, fince he 
takes thirty for what he fhould have three {core.” _“*-Be they ten times as much I will 
ay them,” replied I, “ fince once paying g8es for all.” This faid, I4aid down the 
fall of what they demanded, and went into the boat, Towards night, when I thought 
“we were got near the land of Sogno, I difcovered an ifland where the watermen imme- 
diately run afhore, I was not landed when a monftrous fellow, with a countenance 
like to a great ugly wizard, came up to me, and told me ina haughty tone, that he 
had orders from the fecretary of Congo to bring me athore. “ How can that be,” 
replied I, “ when I left the fecretary of Congo in Congo myfelf ; how then fhould he 
come here?” «I fay,”” replied,he, ‘ the fecretary of the kingdom of Congo requires 
your prefence.” Now it feems the Mani of this place laid claim to that title. I an- 
fwered then this proud meflenger, “ Pray tell the fecretary your mafter, that I defire 
to be excufed from waiting on him, being not well, and befides going to Sogno for 
recovery of my health.” He came a fecond time, and more importunately than before 
commanded me to come afhore; whereupon I defired him with that meeknefs that 
became me to acquaint his lord that I was a miffioner, and, though unworthy, fuperior 
of the miffion into Sogno, being juft come from Congo, where I had three hundred 
armed men. afligned me by the King Simantamba for fafe conduét, all whom I had 
neverthelefs fome time fince parted with, for the truth whereof I appeal to the water- 
men that brought me. The Mani or fecretary hearing this, called for the watermen 
to inform himlelf of the truth, who attefting what I faid, he then fent for a Sognefe 
to fee if he knew me, who confirming what he had heard before, he immediately 
difpatched away this Mufcilongo or Sognefe to me, to beg of me for God’s fake 
that I would come to him; or that if I fo pleafed, he woul come in perfon to fetch 
me,. excufing himfelf for having fent fo faucy and ill-bred a meffenger at firit, 
who having exceeded his orders fhould be furely punifhed. “ This language is fome- 
thing like,” quoth I, “ and fince he entreats me for God’s fake, in God’s name will 
I go to him.” ‘Then after having recommended myfelf to the protection of the Al- 
mighty, I went a-fhore. The Mani gave me to underftand that he would come forth. 
with to pay me a vifit, but I defired the perfon that brought me the meflage, to 
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acquaint his mafter that betimes in the morning I would wait on him without giving 
him the trouble of incommoding himfelf by a night-vifit to me. He treated me with 
a goat, fruit, and a pot of the country-wine, together with a flafk of brandy, mixed 
like a julep, which I could not imagine how he could get, and for the thirty Libonchis 
E had paid his fubjeéts, he reftored me fixty. " The fame hour of my arrival 1 began 
to baptize near a houfe where the miftrefs was a-bed. In the court of this houfe were 
planted feveral gourds with leaves like unto ours, but the fruit was green and pulpy; 
and of an excellent tafte. This court being not well able to contain the great con- 
courfe of people that thronged thither, they muft neceffarily exceedingly trample the wo- 
man’s ground ; fhe began to bawl out therefore as if fhe were mad, but the people tak- 
ing little or no notice of her, crowded rather the clofer. Whilft I was adminiftering the 
holy facrament of baptifm, this woman cried out with greater vehemence than before, 
which caufed me to hold out my ftaff to her, wherewith I fupported myfelf, being farce 
able to ftand, to make her quiet, not knowing at that time that fhe was the real miftrefs 
of the houfe: when the, either taking that fign for a threat, a thing always abhorred by 
me, or elfe moved by fome other wicked defign, catched up a fpade ‘angrily, and Teil 
to digging round her ground where the people were (an aétion always fuperftitioufly 
obferved by them), without any body fo much as {peaking a word againft’ it: after fhe 
had fo done, fhe began to bawl out again as if fhe had been bewitched. I perceiving 
her to perfift in her obftinacy, made the fame fign to her as before to be quiet, where: 
upon fhe immediately run as hard as fhe gould drive to call a witch to bewitch me: as 
fhe ran along, fhe cried to herfelf, <* What, fhall a ftranger thus abufe a native? Muft 
Ibe drove out of my own houfe by I know not who? No, no, if I cannot get him 
away by fair means, I will have his foul out of his body by foul.” She foon after ap- 
peared again, bringing along with her a witch and a fcholar of hers. As: foon as the 
people were gone, thefe two laid themfelves down on the ground, leaning againft a 
wall, I knew them well enough to be what they were by the fafhion of their clothes : 
on their heads they had a piece of cloth folded round like a turban, fo that one eye 
was only to be feen; with this the old witch looked ftedfaftly upon me for fome time, 
rumbling after a brutith manner to herfelf all the while: then with her hand fhe -pro- 
ceeded to {crape a {mall hole in the ground; at the fight of this I immediately ordered 
my interpreter to be gone, being more concerned for him than myfelf ; for as‘a prieft that 
had always trufted in God, I doubted not but to render her charms ineffe€tual as to 
myfelf. I commanded the devil that he fhould not come near, but fhe little regarding 
what I did, went on with her forceries. I ordered the evil {pirits a fecond time to be 
gone, which the perceiving, giving her {cholar a lufty flap on the face, fhe bid her be- 
gone and leave her alone: at my third command fhe departed alfo, but returned next 
morning betimes, practifing over her devilifh arts as before. I refolved not to ftand 
long in one place, thereby to avoid the defign the had upon me to bewitch me to death, 
that having been the reafon of her making a hole in the earth. It feems their cuftom 
is, that when they have a mind to bewitch any one mortally, they put a certain herb 
or plant into the hole they have fo dug ; which, as it perifhes and decays, fo the vigour 
and {pirits of the perfoh they have a defign upon will fail and decay. I propofed to 
myfelf to fpend my time in baptizing, till the watermen that belonged to my boat re- 
turned to me ; but it fo happened that I had done all that I had to do before any one of 
them came. I then went down to the river-fide a little way diftant, whither the witch 
followed me: when I had gone down thrice, endeavouring.all along to avoid her, and 
finding I could not, J fat me down by the water-fide in expectation of the watermen’s 
coming : this the hag perceiving, fhe likewife fquatted herfelf down over againit me. 
The 
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The people being curious to know what would be the event of this conteft, had hid 
themfelves in an adjpinin, field of millet, which grew about ten or twelve hands. bigh, 
which I knew nothing of, Whilft I was thus fitting, and obferving that vile wretch fo 
near me,, it put-me in mind of the faying of the wife man, Mulier nequam plaga mortis : 
a wicked woman is a deadly wound. Then I addreffed myfelf to God, faying, “ O 
Lord, the caufe is thine, thy honour lies at ftake, and fo much the rather by reafon 
that the inhabitants of this ifland ‘are but very little acquainted with thee! As for me, 
T.am but a [poor worm in refpect of thy majefty: do thou work in me, for without 
thee I can do nothing.” This faid, I commanded her once more, in the name of the 
bleffed Trinity and the holy Virgin, to be gone, and withal blowing gently téwards her, 
the all of a fudden giving three leaps, and howling thrice, fled away in’a trice. ‘The 
fwiftnefs of her motions were fo extraordinary, that they were wondered at by alf that 
faw them, and thought impoffible to be performed by any human power. When the’ 
witch began to fly, the people came forth of their holes, and, running after her with 
feveral reproachtul exclamations, cried out, “ The devil is fled and the prieft not 
moved: the devil take all witches and witchcraft.” I being furprifed at the hearing of 
fo great a number of voices in my favour, gave immediate thanks to the fupreme Dif- 
poler of all things, and more efpecially when I heard them cry further, “ God praf- 
per Chriftianity! God profper Chriftianity ! y 
Soon after the watermen appeared, whom I thought to have hid themfelves likewife 
as the others had done, but it feems they had not : I gave them all the good words J 
could, that they might go off prefently, whith they did not long after. The fecond 
night after our leaving this place, we came to the ifland of Zariambola belonging to 
Sogno, where I thought myfelf fecure: as I went up the canal, before I landed, I met 
with a nephew of the count’s, whom I acquainted that I was juft come from Congo 
with good news for the country of Sogno. This was not {poken to a deaf pevion, 
it was immediately carried to the count’s ears. Next morning the Mani of the place 
pretended that he would provide me another boat to tranfport me farther, but, after a 
good deal of time loft, none appeared. It was my good fortune that the aforefaid re- 
Jation of the count’s happened to return again that way, who perceiving that I had been 
made a fool of and abufed by the Mani, fell into a great paflion, and, kicking againft 
the ground, began to reprove him after this manner ; ‘Is it thus that you behave your- 
felf in my uncle’s bufinefs? I will take care that, ‘as foofffas I get to Sogno, you shall 
be fure to be deprived of your government.” ‘The Mani began to excufe himfelf, 
affirming that he had afligned me a fufficient number of watermen, and that, if I were 
not gone, it muft have been their fault. Coming to an anchor afterwards about mid- 
night in the port of Pinda, my boat’s crew fled, not giving me an opportunity to re- 
turn their kindnefs. I then landed, and went ftraightway to our convent. Next morning 
the count, with a greater attendance than ordinary, came to fee and welcome me home. 
As foon as I faw him,-I broke forth into thefe words, “ Did not I tell Your Excellen ; 
that if I could not well accomplifh my miffion by land, I would do it by water ?’” 
When he, without an{wering me a word, fell down immediately on the ground to kifs 
my feet, which he would needs do, though 1 hindered hint all I could, and my bre- 
thren that were then prefent much wondered at it. Being much afhamed of what he 
had done, I prefently lifted him up, and we afterwards ftepped afide to difcourfe of the 
particulars of my expedition. I acquainted His Excellency with what had paffed be- 
tween me and Don John Simantamba, concerning the reftoring of Chiovachianza. He 
feemed very well pleafed with the news, and faid, that was what he had moft defired. 
I then advifed him to re-eftablifh Don Garcia, who at that time lived within his domi- 
PP3 nions. 
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nions, Which counfel of mine he readily agreed with, having been all along hitherto 
‘forced to maintain him at his own charge, and contrary to his inclinations, only through 
policy. As foon as our private difcourfe was at an end, Father Andrew da Pavia,’ one 
of the two miffioners that I had left behind me,: told ame; that there was a Dutch  fhip 
ready to fet fail for Loanda, and that, if- I thought fit, I might take that opportunity 
to carry fo much good news to our fuperior there, and the governor. To which I an- 
fwered, that I did not much care to go fo quickly to fea again, defiring rather to repofe 
myfelf till the return of the fmack from Loango, according to my promife given the 
commander thereof. Hereupon Father Andrew undertook himfelf what I refufed, and 
in order thereto took leave of the count that very minute. | Making this voyage in a 
Dutch fhip, which are commonly pretty good failors, he returned to us again in lef 
than a month’s time. Having brought the news to the governor, he faid, he embraced 
him -heartily, and told him, he could never have withed for any. thing better, fince 
the way would probably be now opened to Congo, to the great benefit of the 
Portuguefe. : 

In confirmation of this I muft further add, that when I was going a fecond time to 
Sogno from Loanda, as I was taking leave of the governor, he earneftly recommended 
to me to procure leave from the count for the Portuguefe to trade with his dominions. 
When the farmers of the King’s revenue that ftood by, anfwered, “ A free trade with 
Sogno can fignify little or nothing to us, that country being like a large tree, where 
nothing is to be met with but branches and leaves; when a voyage to Congo would 
furnith us not only with leaves, but fruit. . 

Lobo, the late governor of Loanda, whilft he was in office, acquainted the royal 
chamber, that he defired to have the crown of Congo in his poffeffion; but whatever 
‘diligence was made ufe of for that purpofe, it could by no means be found. Then he 
‘commanded a new one to be made of’ filver gilt, to the end that when the Conghefe 
ambaflador came for it, he might have it ready'to give him. The King of Portugal 
coming to the knowledge of the crown’s being loft, writ both to the bithop and go- 
vernor, that they fhould make it. their bufinefs to find out in whofe hands it was laft, 
and punith him as if he had ftolen it. “Father Andrew, through the fhort warning he 
had of his journey, was not able to give any account when the Conghefe ainbaldie 
-was to arrive ; but afterwards, at the return of the fmack ‘from Loango, I going to 
Loanda in it, acquainted th€’governor that it would be in the month of Auguft, Av- 
guft came, yet no ambaflador appeared, which made us miffioners not a little concern- 
ed, having given out every where that he would certainly come then. 

A little fas meeting with fome Negroes newly come from Congo to this city, they 
informed us that they had met the ambaflador on the road with a great retiiue. The 
Sognefe ambaflador being likewife in this city at that time, to congratulate the bifhop’s 
accefs to the bifhopric, had information that he was ftopped by the Duke of Bamba’s 
orders, as he came through his dominions, that prince having been always an enemy to 
Congo, on account of his pretences to that crown, founded on his defcent from Donna 
Anna, one of the before-mentioned rival-queens. The Portuguefe were fatisfied with 
his fending, and all things had taken effeét, but for fome troubles that enfued: for the 
new governor was about making war on the Queen of Singa, who had deftroyed a ter- 
titory belonging tq the Portuguefe with fire and fword, and carried away the Sova, or 
lord of if, and his wife into flavery. 

Amongft other fervices done the King of Portugal, by Lewis Lobo the former 
governor of Loanda, one was, that he laid the firft foundation of a communication with 


Congo, 
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Congo, and rendered that kingdom dependent upon Portugal, as likewife tnide a crown 
for the King thereof at his own proper cofts. The crowning of this King we did not 
doubt fhortly to effect, notwithftanding what had happened, efpecially fince Father An- 
drew da Pavia was negociating earneftly about it. 

‘Whilft this was in agitation, the Father fuperior, with-the reft of us, did. all that in 
us lay to promote the replanting of Chriftianity in Cacongo, calling in to our affiftance 
the governor himfelf, and the Royal Chamber, who were fo well affected to our propo- 
fals, that they told us, that whatever {mall benefit they could propofe to themfelves by 
traffic with this kingdom, yet would they affift us to their power in the introducing of 
Chriftianity there; and that the firft fhips they had at liberty fhould be employed in 
that miffion. ‘The new governor was extremely diligent in furthering this affair, and 
the bifhop rather more than he. I told them that not-only Portuguefe but likewife 
Italian priefts would be neceffary to alienate the minds of that people from jealoufies and 
fufpicions, To the fame purpofe I had formerly writ to the then vice-fuperior, Father 
Jofeph Maria da Bufetto, when I was fent for by the King of Cacongo, and he had fent 
my {aid letter to the facred college. Our Father fuperior likewife had difpatched my 
fecond letters to the fame college, which | fent to him on the fame account. 

Matters being thus difpofed, a certain head of a convent in this city, having been 
fully informed by Ferdinand Gomez of the King of Cacongo’s inclinations to embrace 
the Chriftian faith, refolved to take the tafk of preaching it to him upon himlelf. For 
this end he gave out, that he had received orders from his fuperiors to tranfport himfelf 

«to Capinda, well knowing that I could not.go by reafon of an infirmity I then laboured 
under. He alfo procured letters from our fuperior, to recommend him to our convent 
at Sogno where he was confequently very courteoufly received. Thence he fent a Por- 
tuguele prieft, his companion to Cacongo, enjoining him to fpeak with the King. 
Without this perfon he could never have had any hopes of the fuccefs of his miffion, 
being not at all fkilled in the Conghefe language, which this prieft {poke very well. 
He neverthelefs could not obtain the fpeech of the King, which caufed him to write to 
-him in his fuperior’s name; but getting no anfwer, he began to defpair: whereupon 
returning back, they both came again with fhame to Loanda. . 

Afterwards Father Andrew da Pavia took upon him to write to the faid King, figni- 
fying to him that he would come and baptize His Majefty, whenever he fhould pleafe 
to appoint him. It was reported about this time that all foreign miffioners were to de- 
part by order of the King of Portugal, and that all our convents were to be furrendered 
to thofe (a bad report for us Capuchins, as you fhall hear more hereafter) of the afore- 
faid order. Whereupon the aforefaid fuperior, though he did not well care that Pavia 

- fhould go, yet,that he might~prepare the way for him, and build a convent there, he 
earneftly preffed him to it. At Pavia’s arrival the King fent him word, that he could 
not confent to fee him; having formerly given his promife to me whom he expeéted ; 
and that with me he looked not only for an exercife of the facred miniftry, but likewife 
for trade and commerce, by means of a merchant I was to bring along with me to fettle * 
in his dominions for that purpofe. 

Among all the kingdoms which I have feen in this part of Ethiopia, none pleafed me 
fo much, either for commodioufnels or profit,,as this of Cacongo; which good qualities 
inclined not a few befides myfelf to be defirous of going thither. The commodioufnefs 
of it confifts in its lying between three ports much frequented by ftrangers. The firft 
and moft famous of thefe is that of Loango, the fecond that of Capinda; and the third 
and laft that of Cacongo itfelf, but which is not very fecure. ‘Vhis kingdom for the 
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of frequent thowers, and the mould being generally black, whereas in other parts of 
Ethiopia it is either fandy or chalky. ‘The inhabitants of this country, confidering they 
have been born pagans, are mire courteous and humane than ordinary; and though 
they are infidels, they cherith and refpect our priefts, Whilft.the plague was amongtt 
them, they burnt their idols, faying, * If they will not help us in fuch-a misfortune as 
_ this, when can we expect they fhould?” This paflage I heard whilft I was in Sogno: 
and it grieved me extremely that I had not opportunity to go, and further fuch good 
motions in them for their fouls’ fakes. Thus much for Cacongo, and its inhabitants. 

I muft now give fome fhort account of the kingdom of Angola, though I have been 
only perfectly acquainted with the provinces of Dante and Bengo. 

Before we proceed, let us ftop awhile in the city of Loanda, where I have been 
three times, once upon bufinefs, and the other two times I lay there a great while fick. 
To fpeak only of what I know, Loanda is the metropolis, not only of this, but of all 
other neighbouring kingdoms that belong to the Portuguefe. Here refides the bifhop 
of Congo and Angola, together with a chapter of about eight or nine canons. The 
governor of this city precedes all others in any of the Portuguefe conquefts in Ethiopia. 
Here are three convents of religious perfons, viz. one of Jefuits, another of bare-foot 
Carmelites, and a third of friars of the third order of St. Francis. As to thefe two laft, 
the Carmelites have a miflion out of the city in the faid kingdom, where at prefent lives 
a fecular prieft, through the great {carcity of regulars. Among the Jefuits there was a 
famous miffioner, adorned with many good qualities, and a virtuous life, who travelling 
about indefatigably into all parts of the kingdom, to throw down and grub up the idols: 
and trees that the pagans worfhipped, was thought to have been made away by fome of 
thofe people. Here is likewife a houfe of our order, where our Father fuperior refides, 
who is ee to fupport the miffions by the charity of the good people there. Our 
church here is more than ordinarily frequented on account of its being dedicated to the 

lorious St. Anthony of Lifbon, fo called by the Portuguefe ; as likewife that there are 
leveral martyrs bodies kept in it, which have been tranfported hither from Rome. It 
is a royal chapel, and has two congregations of the Rofary, allowed by the Dominicans 
who have no abode here. Here three times a week is fung a third part of the Rofary, 
and three times more throughout the year difcipline is ufed. The brotherhood has 
built a chapel eight fquare, with a large cupola of an extraordinary height; which 
being a thing uncommon here, is extremely admired. Under it there is a vault for 
burial, which is not cuftomary in the other churches. This vault was firft built for the 
body of Father Francis Licodia, a bare-foot friar of the province of Syracufe, who died 
fome time before my arrival here. A great concourfe of people affifted at his burial, 
his death having been proclaimed throughout the city by boys. The people’s devotion 
was fo remarkable at his funeral, that though a prodigious whale was caft afhore at that 
time, yet did it not in the leaft raife their curiofity. ‘The Jefuits, with whom we enter- 
tain an affeCtionate correfpondence, put him under-ground, and Father Ribera of the 
fame convent preached his funeral fermon. This Father was zealous in breeding up 
children in the fear of God; for he had got a great company of white boys, whom he 
habited like Capuchins, teaching them the principles of the Chriftian religion a-days, 
which they repeated and fung over a-nights. Of thofe in my time I found to the num- 
ber of bag though Father Francis was dead. While I was here, this good perfon’s 
body was difcovered on account of burying our fuperior, Father John da Romano, in 
his vault. His corpfe was entire in the coffin; on the lid of which his pi€ture was 
painted to the life. When it was opened, fome body out of zeal took out two of his 
9 : teeth, 
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teeth, and the point of his hood. How extremely devout thefe citizens are towards our 
blefled patron St. Francis, is fitter for another pen to exprefs than mine. : 

All I can fay.is, that without carrying our wallet at our back, which is not here the 
cuftom, we rather abound with neceflaries than want them, in fuch manner, that he that 
has a mind to beftow his charity upon us, muft fend it betimes or he will have it back 
again.. Thefe good citizens not only fupport our convent in this city, but likewife feve- 
ral other miflions into divers kingdoms, otherwife we could not be able to fubfitt. 
True it is, we endeavour to make fome return of what is rare in thofe places. 

To give farther inftances of the goodnefs of this people, I will add a word of the 
governor. When we came hither, we found Don John di Sylva in, pofleffion of the 
government of this kingdom, who fhewed fo entire an affeCtion towards us, that what- 
ever memorials and petitions we prefented to him, he forthwith granted and figned, 
{carce reading them. It happened that a certain prieft of his own nation coming to afk 
a favour of him on account of a friend, the governor would by no means grant it, 
Whereupon the prieft broke out into thefe words: ‘ You fearce read the petitions of 
the Capuchins who are ftrangers, but beftow favours on them; and to us your coun. 
trymen you deny all we afk.” To which Sylva replied, “I do neither open nor read 
the Capuchins petitions, becaufe I am well affured they will afk nothing but what is fit 
for me to grant; and befides, what they require of me on other people’s accounts, I 
know well to be done merely out of charity, and without any expeétation of a return 
from thofe they oblige.” The fame favour we found with the late bithop, and the pre- 
-fent. And to conclude with this matter, I will here tell you a ftory of the aforefaid 
Father Francis: Two fellows going 'to be hanged, Father Francis moved by mere cha- 
Wty, told the governor, that in cafe he would pardon one of them, he would fuffer death 
in his ftead. The governor anfwered, that if he would be as good as his word, one of 
them fhould prefently be unloofed and fent away ; and if he could find another would 
do the like good office for the other, they fhould both be freed though they were great 
offenders. But though this proffer was made on Father Francis’s fide, none would 
appear on the other; fo that one muft unavoidably die for want of a friar to releafe 
them. When they came to the place of execution, the governor fent to take the hal- 
ter off from Father Francis’s neck, when he was difpofed to die, and knew nothing of 
any mercy defigned him; and if Father Leonard de Nardo his companion would have 
done the fame, they had both efcaped, but for want of it one was hanged. ; 

Let us now come’to the cuftoms and manners both-of the Portuguefe and {trangers 
that live in this city. ‘They are of three forts: Firft, thofe that come merely on account 
of God’s fervice, and for no worldly intereft, though thefe are but few.’s The fecond 
fort are fuch as come to command or trade there, who are many. The third kind 
are likewife no {mall number, though nothing comparable to the foregoing, and th 
are thofe condemned perfons that are fent hither by courts of juftice, amongft which 
the fpiritual courts fend feveral defcended from the Jewith race, which are named by 
the citizens New Chriftians ; thefe are kept from coming to the facred fun@tions for 
feveral reafons, amongft which one is for a crime frequently pra@tifed by them, which 
I hall forbear to name for fear of offending chafte ears. Notwithftanding this, thefe 
people are the greateft frequenters of churches, and give the moft liberally to our con- 
vents and poor. ° 

‘The women being bred among Blacks, fuffer themfelves to be fo much perverted, 
that they {carce retain any thing white about them except their tkins; but be this fpoken 
with a refervation of the good of that fex, whereof there are fome few. The worler 
fort take upon them to lord it over their hufbands, infomuch that if they will not live 
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,according to their fancies, they do all they can to drive them out of their houfes, or 
elfe humble them {o far, as never to go out nor take their pleafure in their net, and 
under their umbrella, according to cuftom. But {till the worft is, that while they are 
under this confinement, they choke for want of water, this city having none frefh but 
what comes from an ifland about two days journey diftant. This makes good the faying 
of the wife man, Melius ef habitare in deferto, quam cum muliere rixosd; ** It is better 
to live in a defert than with a fcolding wife.” Likewife in eating the wife and the the 
Black generally ftarve the hufband ; upon which occafion I hear him, methinks, to 
cry out with the poet, 


* O conjux, male grata feni, male grata marito, 
+ Sola tuis, conjux, dedita deliciis. 


Some of thefe women keep their hufband’s clothes from them, out of.a pretence that 
they do not belong to them alone, but to their family in general. The law here is that 
what comes by the mother defcends to the daughters, and that becaufe the fons have where- 
withal to maintain them by marriage. When the maids are marriageable, if their mothers 
carry them to church, they are faid to do fo to fell them, and therefore for the moit part they 
keep them clofe. When they are married, they alfo generally keep themfelves up for 
one reafon or other, either on account of being big with child, heat, wet-weather, ot 
the like. When they come to be old, they do not*care for being feen for fear of dif- 
covering their wrinkles. The better fort go to take the air in their nets, with a carpet 
thrown over them, and attended at leaft by twelve perfons: two of thefe carry the 
nef, and two more bear umbrellas on each fide, and eight Mocamas (Negro waiting- 
maids), four of which hold each a corner of the carpet, and four walk before to {preag 
the carpet to kneel on when their miftrefs goes into the church. Whenever there is 
any ftage-play, or tilting, the women, all without exception, go to it even though the 
were fick. On Holy-Thurfday they always walk on foot, and without attendance, whic 
they never do at any other time. To obviate fuch diforders, Father Paul da Verefe, 
and our fuperior, obtained of the bifhop that mafs fhould be faid in three different 
churches, viz. in the cathedral, the parifh by the fea-fide, and thirdly in our church, 
two hours before day; at which great numbers affifted, which was continued in my 
time. At laft a certain perfon happening to be killed coming out of a fufpicious 
houfe, fome ill people took thence an occafion to get this pious and good cuftom 
fuppreffed. .- 

"BF the Mulattoes, born of a White and a Black, whereof there are great numbers 
here, I can never fay enough. ‘They hate the Negroes mortally, nay even their own 
mothers that’bore them, and do all they can to equal themfelves with the Whites ; 
which is not allowed them, they being not permitted to fit in their prefence. 

The Mulatto women wear no {mocks nor petticoats, and have only a piece of cloth 
irt under their arms; but this is neverthelefs to be meant of fuch as have no known 
thers. The Mulattoes wear ftockings and breeches, and become commonly either 

priefts or foldiers, above which condition they never rife. It was no {mall trouble to 
me to obferve, that wherever thefp Mulattoes were born, they were prefently defigned 
for priefts. There are great numbers of them, who not knowing how they came into 
the world, or whether they are defcended from Jews, cannot be expeéted to be able 
to inftruct others. To remedy this diforder therefore, the new bifhop brought orders 
from Rome, that none thould be difpenfed with as to their irregularity. Of this thefe 
Mulattoes believing us Capuchins to have been authors, by reafon that we had fre- 
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quently preached againft thefe abufes, they bore us a mortal ill-will, neverthelefs it has 
never hitherto been in their power to do us any harm, 

Thofe among thefe people that are foldiers, and travel about the kingdom, exaét as 
much fervice and refpect from the Negroes as the Whites, caufing themfelves- to be 
carried in nets; and if it fo happened that the Sova or Mani (governor) be not imme- 
diately ready to provide them with people for their fervice, or do not treat them as 
they require, they will prefently draw their fwords, and take whatever they can find 
in this governor’s houfe, though they are going, not about their King’s, but their own 
bufinefs. If perchance they have occafion to eat on the road, they take whatever 
eatables they can meet with, without thanking the Negro they have them from ; and 
if he fhould happen to murmur but in the leaft at their injuftice, inftead of making 
him fatisfaCtion, they will pay him with baftinadoes and blows. ’ 

Others that turn Pomberos (buyers of flaves), and go up and down in the country 
for that purpofe, commit a great many unjuttifiable aétions, amongft which this one 
feems to me moft unpardonable: they will lie with the Negro-women, and get them 
with child; and fome years afterwards returning that way, will take thofe very children 
they have fo'got from their mothers, under pretence of better educating them jn the 
city of Loanda; but inftead thereof, at a certain age, do fell or barter them away for 
fuch commodities as flaves are wont to be exchanged for, and thereby grow rich by 
trading in their own flefh and blood® A barbarous cuftom in truth, and not fuffered 
amongit Chriftians, efpecially where Chriftianity is in its infancy, as it is in thefe parts. 
This is the reafon likewife why the pagans do not come in fafter to be converted, be- 
caufe they obferve how many ill aétions the Mulattoes are guilty of, and yet go un- 

nifhed, 
pT prevent in fome meafure this bad cuftom, the governor in my time forbad the 
Mulattoes to trade any more this way, and ordered, that if they had a mind to travel 
any whither, they fhould pay for the carriage, both of themfelves and their baggage, 
affirming, that if they went on the King’s bufinefs, they would infallibly be paid again ; 
but if on their own, they ought to reft fatisfied with the expence. By thefe means 
this mifchief was for a while difcontinued. 

But this abufe would not have been fo much if it had lain only among the Mulattoes; 
the Whites alfo had their fhare in it, and traded like the others in their own fleth. 
This comes to pafs when their black miftrefs brings them forth a child, and being of 
that hue it is naturally a flave, which coming afterwards accidentally to offend, is 
forthwith fold according to cuftom: but the worft is, this is done upon the fmalleft 
offence, and without any regard to nature or relation. 

A father had two daughters, the one a widow, the other a marriageable Mulatto 5 
having a mind to marry the latter, he took away the other’s goods, and all fhe had to 
give with this Mulatto: the widow in my hearing faid, * I will not difpleafe my father, 
let him do what he pleafes, I will never oppofe him; but when he dies I will fell 
his daughter, becaufe the is born of my flave, and thus without trouble or conteft will 
recover what is taken from me,” giving her father to underftand as much in a civil way. 
In fhort, unlefs the father declare one of thefe to be his lawful fon or daughter, they 
are ever looked upon as flaves. 

As to the Negroes which inhabit this city and kingdom, except fome few that are 
free as being natives, they are all flaves to the Whites: fome are fent to the Arimi 
(farms) about one or two days journey off from the city, as to Bengo and Dante, 
which are well watered with rivers, when the other provinces are almoft parched up’ 
for want of rain, and confequently not fit for tillage. “The way of manuring the ground 
here is this = they caft up the earth with {pades into a ridge, leaving thereby a furrow 
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on either fide, into which, when the rivers are well filled by rain from the mountains, 
they cut their banks and let in the water: after it has remained there fome time, and 
the earth is pretty well moiftened, they let it out again into their canals, and clofe up 
their-banks. When this is done, after a little while the earth becomes proper for their 
feed, which, when fown, after three months time is fit to be reaped. Others of thefe 
flaves are fent,to fifhing, whereby their mafter maintains his family, and fells what he 
has more than fufficient,for that purpofe. It is not to be imagined what a great quantity 
of fith they have in thefe feas, and how cheap they are to be bought. A great Pro- 
vidence truly! for otherwife it would be almoft impoffible to fubfift here, efpecially in 
this city, I mutt confefs in all-my travels I never met with the like, though I have 
read in Peter Cobero’s voyages, written in Spanifh, that he had been in a country 
bordering upon a river wherein there were fuch great abundance of fith, that the in- 
habitants dried and made bread of them, bones and all. Upon thefe fifh the Blacks 
generally live altogether, whereof the Whites eat fometimes, efpecially a-nights, affirm- 
ing they are much eafier to be digefted than fleth. Although thefe fifh have not that 
pleafant tafte which ours in Italy have, yet are they neverthelefs well enaygh liked by 
the inhabitants for want of knowing better. 

Thefe flaves are likewife employed in building, which is commonly very flow, 
‘Whenever any of their mafters havea child born, qhoufe is begun, and goes on no fafter 
than that child grows. I {peak this of thofe Whifes that are able to build a houfe for 
every child they have. ‘The plaifter here is made of fea-fhells, whereof there are great 
quanticies on thefe fhores. They have furnaces of much the fame make with ours, 
wherein they burn the faid fhells, which make as white and good lime as ours. 

Many of thefe flaves do the office of barbers, wherein they are more expert than 
the Whites, and that not only in the ufe of the fciflars and razor, but likewife in that 
of the lancet to open a vein. In fhort, fome follow one trade, and fome another ; and 
when they have no bufinefs to do for their matters, they are hired out at fo much a week 
or month, the profit whereof goes to their mafters; fo that he that has moft flaves here 
is always accounted the richeft man. . 

The current coins here are the Maccutas, being certain pieces of ftraw-cloth of about 
the largenefs of a fheet of pafte-board each, and which are equivalent to our brals 
money in Europe. ‘Thofe that correfpond to our filver are the Intagas, being pieces of 
thick ‘cotton-cloth, and of about the bignefs of two large handkerchiefs, and worth 
about eighteen-pence of our money. ‘They have another fort of money called Folingas, 
of cotton likewife, but of a finer fort, and like that which feamen ufe to tie about their 
wailts: thefe are worth three fhillings and fixpence each. Thofe coins that are of 
greater value, and anfwer to our gold, are the Birami, made of fine linen, whereof 
each parcel goes for feven hillings and fixpence or eight fhillings. No brats, filver or 
gold coins, are made ufe of either by foreign merchants or others in thefe countries. 

“From the great variety of flaves, of different nations in thefe countries muft needs 
proceed the like variety and difference in humours and cuftoms; and, although they 
are all Chriftians, yet I obferved that the law of God was. not fo religioufly obferved 
amongft them as it ought to be; for that they feemed to me to perform the duties of 
their religion more out of fear of their mafters that had inftruéted them, than out of , 
any value they had-for divine worfhip. ‘The the-flaves are commonly guilty of a fault, 
which is partly occafioned by. the white women, who, not caring to be deprived of 
their Moccamas, will not fuffer them to marry, and therefore they fteal from their 
miftreffes to maintain men to fatisfy their brutal appetites. If they happen to become 
with child, no fhame is imputed either to them or- their miftrefies. For our parts, 
we do all we can to prevent it, and fome ladies fay upon this occafion, that they cannot 
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be always a looking after their fhe-blacks ; and if any of them chanced to be now and 
then with child, they conceived it no great matter of harm: neverthelefs we often have 
them chaftifed both in public and private for thefe and the like faults, and afterwards 
force them to marry the perfon that had debauched them. But 0 what pains do we 
take to bring them to it, and how many ridiculous arguments and reafons do they bring 
to excufe themfelves from this duty and reftraint! . 

There are thofe among thefe flaves that, after they are thus married, will exchange 
their wives with each other for a certain time, alledging, in cafe of reproof, that they 
are not able to eat always of the fame difh. Thofe of the women likewife, that live 
out in the country in their mafter’s farms, will hire each of them a man, upon condi- 
tion that he fhall not leave them till they have a child by him, though they are to main- 
tain him all the while he is with them. It is mighty ridiculous to obferve that the wo- 
men here, contrary to the cuftom of other nations, buy and fell, and do all other things 
which the men ought to do, whilft their hufbands ftay at home and {pin or weave cat- 
ton, or bufy themfelves in fuch other effeminate adtions. Thefe women alfo are fo jea- 
lous of theimhufbands, that if they fee them but {peak to any other women they are 
prefently in a flame, and make the place ring where they fo difcover them. The . 
bifhop ordered, that all mafters of Blacks fhould oblige them to perform the Eafter- 
duty under pain of forfeiting a certain quantity of wax for every one, obliging them to 
bring the certificate of their receiving and confefling to their mafters, and then all to- 
gether to the curate. Thefe, becaufe they are often involved in the immediate occafion 
of fin, make ufe of a crafty deceit to extort abfolution from their Father-confeffor : 
which is, that the firft day of Lent the men part from the women, leading a chafte life 
for the prefent, and then appearing before the prieft, tell him they have left off their 
lewd courfes, and promife never to return to them. A week or a fortnight after Eafter 
tikev go about till they are provided with one to fatisfy their luft all the year, without 
having..any more to do with thofe they forfook before confeflion. 

Let us sme now to the death and burfal of thefe people,’ who being of fo many 
different natioins, and the remains of the pagans, differ likewife in their rites and cere 
monies. AS /to the manner of their deaths, that may be gueffed at by their lives, ace 
cording to thfe proverb, Qualis vita, fuis ita. As for what relates to their burials, J 
have been an eye-witnefs, that in the kingdoms of Cacongo and Angoij they do not 
bury any of their relations, till all the reft of the kindred be gathered together, though 
that be fometimes many days in accomplifhing : being once met, they begin the cere. 
mony with feveral fuperftitious aétions, as killing of hens, with the blood of which 
they befprinkle the houfe of the deceafed both within and without, and afterwards 
throw the carcafes of the faid fowl upon the top of the houfe, affirming, that thereby 
they prevent the foul of the dead perfon from coming to give the Zumbi to any of the 
future inhabitants. The word Zumbi, in the language of the country, fignifies an 
apparition of the deceafed perfon, they being of opinion, that to whomfoever it fhall 
appear, that perfon will prefently die. This perfuafion has been fo deeply rooted in 
the minds of thefe poor ignorant people, that the imagination alone oftentimes brings 
them to their ends. We have feen feveral accidents of this kind, infomuch that a per- 
fon that was before very well in health, fhall of a fudden die miferably through the 
impreffion of thefe vain delufions. Thofe that furvive affirm, thatethe dead perfon had 
fummoned him that died, -efpecially where there had been any difference betwixt them 
whilft both were living. ; 

The ceremony of the hens being ended, they proceed to lamenting over the dead 
perfon ; and if it fo happens, that any amongft them be not able to weep naturally, 
they have recourfe to art by holding Siliquaftro, or Indian pepper to their nofes, which 
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caufes the tears to flow plentifully, which, without weeping, they fuffer to trickle down 
their cheeks as faft as they pleafe. When they have howled and wept for fome time, 
they all of a fudden pafs from forrow to mirth, feaiting heartily at the expence of the 
perfon that is neareft akin to the deceafed, who all that while lies unburied in the 
houfe. When they have fully fatisfied their ungodly guts, they foon forget their de- 
ceafed friend, and never think of him more: then the drum beats, and they go from 
the table to dancing, and fo the ball begins: when one company is weary, another be- 
gins, and not only the kindred, but likewife any others are admitted to dance. After 
they have done dancing, they retire into appointed places, where, being locked up to- 
gether in the dark, they praétife all manner of abominable pleafures, alledging, that 
at fuch a time it is lawful for them to intermix with each other at liberty. This found 
of the drum feems to be the devil’s fummons to aflift at thefe execrable ceremonies, 
‘and which thefe people run to with a more than ordinary inclination. It is almoft 
impoffible for the mothers to hinder their daughters, and lefs poffible for mafters to 
prevent their flaves, who will break down walls, or force iron-bars to come at. them. 
As foon as this is done, they apply themfelves to fuperftitious and idolatrous practices, 
and fo from one to the other for fome time. When any mafter of a family dies, his 
principal wife expofes herfelf to all that have a mind to enjoy her; on this condition 
neverthelefs, that none offer to fpeak the leaft word in her chamber, 

That thefe abominations are practifed among pagans is not to be wondered at; but 
would to God that thefe Tumbi (funeral ceremonies) were not ufed among fome de- 
praved Chriftians, not only in the kingdom of Angola, but even in Loanda itfelf. At 
the time of my refiding here I was told, that not far out of this city fuch enormities 
were committed. _ Our fuperior, accompanied with one only companion and fome trufty 
perfons, immediately ran to prevent them; but being by night (the propereft time for 
thefe hellith practices) he met with the guards, who, well knowing that it was not ewr 
cuftom to go out of the city at that cme, unlefs upon account of doing God forae fer- 
vice, prefently offered themfelves to accompany them, which, being rcfufed by our fu- 
perior, they perfifted in their refolutions, alledging that otherwife fome hurt might hap- 
pen to him, and therefore they went along with him. Being arrived at the place where 
thefe ceremonies were performing, the foldiers, to the end they might the better take the 
offenders, ranged themfelves about the walls, which confifting only of mud and ftakes, 
they eafily broke down, hooping and hollowing like mad while they were doiiig it. The 
wicked wretches, that were not few in number, perceiving their walls broke down, and 
their houfe furrounded, immediately betook themfelves to flight, leaving only the wife 
of the deceafed behind, who, being nie oe by her infernal prieft not to ftir nor fpeak, 
was eafily taken, and by the governor afterwards, who very well knew what the and her 
company had been doing, ordered to be publicly whipped through the city. 

In Maffangano, a garrifon of this kingdom, fo many {tones were hurled at a com- 
panion of mine for endeavouring to oppofe thefe people in their wicked ceremonies, 
that he very narrowly efcaped having his brains beat out by them. ’ 

When any great lord, or confiderable perfon dies, the pagans are accuftomed to 
fpread the way where the corpfe pafles with leaves and branches. He mutt likewife be 
carried in a ftraight line to his grave; and therefore if any houfe or wall happened to ’ 
hinder his paflage, it is immediately pulled down. To thew themfelves kind to the 
dead, they are commonly very cruel to the living, thutting up both together in a tomb 
with meat and drink, to the end (fay they) that the dead lord may want for nothing 
in his grave: in this they imitate the tyrant Mezentius King of the Tyrrhenians, who in 
Virgil is faid to join dead and living people together, till the ftench has brought them 
to one condition. 
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The Giaghi offer up human facrifices to the dead, as they do likewife oftentimes to 
the living, when they can fuppofe the perfon they intend to honour to have occafion for 
afliftance either in war, or any other urgency. 

One of our fathers having underftood that within a certain fepulchre of a great perfon 
among thefe pagans, there were two people immured alive, went thither in great hafte 
to free them from their infernal and noifome dungeon, but found to his great grief that 
they had fome time before perifhed. But the wickednefs of thefe people fometimes 
goes further; for at the death of any of their friends they have been accuftomed to 
kill one df their flaves, to the end that he may go and ferve them in the other world: 
to this fin they will moreover add a lie ; for when we accufe them and get them correéted 
for fo doing, they will excufe themfelves and pretend innocence, affirming they know 
nothing of the matter, even though we had never fo plain proof of it. gAn inftance of 
this follows :— One of our order having been advifed that a poor Negro was juft 
going to be facrificed as a viétim to his dead matter, this father immediately ran to 
the wife of the deceafed perfon to prevent it, who perceiving her villany was dif- 
covered, though fhe at firft denied it, yet afterwards confeffed it, and gave orders to 
have thofe inhuman proceedings ftopt. In my time alfo there were feveral of thefe 
wicked aétions done, but the perfons concerned in them always found fo many shifts 

‘and fubtle evafions to conceal their offences, that we could never proceed methodically 
again{t them in order to bring them to punifhment. Now if thefe things are prattifed 
among Chriftians, how can we expeét they fhould be omitted among thofe Negroes 
that have fearce heard of the name of Chriftianity, 

The burial-places among the Pagans are for the moft part in the fields, with fome- 
thing or other placed over them, according to the quality of the perfon that is buried : 
fome have a long and ftraight horn of I know not what beaft fixed over them; others 
have a large heap of earth raifed upon them; fome have an earthen platter or pipkin, 
or any other veffel made of earth, fet over them; others make harbours over their 
graves, with a thoufand fuperttitious interlacings and interweavings that are performed 
by their wizards: they do not make ufe fa coffin, cheft, or any other woaden thing 
to put the corpfe in, but wrap it up in good cotton linen fewed clofe together, and 
adorned without-fide with feveral fuperftitious fooleries, being at an expence fuitable 
to the quality of the perfon deceafed. As for the poorer fort, they make ufe only of a 
fort of {traw-mats, after the mode of the country, to wrap their dead bodies in. 

Within the dominions of Sogno every city and province has a certain peculiar place 
with a crofs in the middle, where thofe that have not fatisfied the Eafter-command, or 

.that die before they are confeffed, are buried by themfelves, without the miffioners 
concerning themfelves therein. But as for thofe who have received all the facraments 
before their deaths, and have been found to have religioufly obferved the laft Lent, 
they are allowed Chriftian burial, without its being any manner of charge to them. 
Alfo during their ficknefs, and after they are confeffed, we frequently furnifh them 
with refrefhments out of charity, fuch as confections of tamarinds, a fruit of the 
country, and the like, both cooling and cordial juleps. Befides this, we have feveral 
flaves belonging to our church which are {killed in phlebotomy, furgery, phyfic, and 
what not, who all do what lies in their power to recover thefe people when fick, or 
out of order: this we take care is done for them gratis, to the end they may have no 
occafion to run to the wizards for help. For thofe that are poor and old, fatherlefs, 
lame, blind, or the like, there is an hofpital built near to our convent, where both © 
their fpiritual and temporal wants are {upplied by us as often as there is found occafion, 
or 
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or that it confifts with our abilities. This is a charity which has not a little promoted 
the increafe of Chriftianity in thefe parts. : 

Let us conclude fpeaking any farther of the Tambi, or funeral rites among the 
pagans, with a paflage that happened fome years fince in Benin, a kingdom lying on 
the back coafts of Africa, and towards Guinea, being very near the equino¢tial line. 
Father Francis da Romano, fuperior in the kingdom of Ouueri, and Father Philip da 
Figuar, being both here on a miffion, they endeavotired to difturb a certain abomina- 
ble facrifice accuftomed to be performed every year to the devil, for the benefit, as 
they alledged, of their dead anceftors. This facrifice fometimes confifted of above 
three hundred men, but at prefent there were only five to die, yet thofe all of the 
better fort. Thefe miffioners, under the conduét of a certain Negro their friend, came 
to the third inglofure capable of holding many hundreds of people: here perceiving a 
great multitude gathered together dancing and finging to divers inftruments of their 
mufic, they clapped themfelves down in a private place, the better to obferve what they 
‘were going to do. ‘This place happened to be that where they kept the knives defigned 
to perform fo inhuman an action. Not being able to conceal themfelves long, they 
were quickly difcovered by thefe wicked wretches, who, coming towards them leaping 
with great indignation, they foon drove the poor fathers out of the place they had fo 
taken poffeflion of. Father Francis hereupon was fo little difmayed, that crowding 
boldly through the thickeft of the Negroes, he was not afraid to reproach their King 
of unheard-of cruelty: fome courtiers hearing this, immediately flew upon him, and 
beating and ufing him very unmercifully, tore him out of the crowd; when clofing 
up their ranks again, they performed their inhuman facrifice. Afterwards they gave 
their fathers to underftand, that it was their King’s pleafure that they fhould forthwith 
depart his kingdom. Which command they being not very ready to comply with, 
the next morning they fet upon them again, with intention to have killed them ; which 
they neverthelefs did not do, by reafon they were informed by two of the courtiers 
there prefent, that the King would have them brought alive before him. Going there- 
fore courageoufly to the palace, they were notwithftanding admitted to no other 
audience but ftripes and reproaches in great plenty; and. afterwards told, in reviling 
terms, that it was the King’s exprefs order that they fhould forthwith be gone out of 
his dominions. Notwithftanding which, great numbers of thefe infolent Negroes flew 
upon them like fo many hornets, and hurried them away to a noifome prifon. Here 
they remained no lefs than three months, being buffetted, {coffed, and fcorned at all 
the while. At laft, not contented with this ill ufage, they fol@ them for flaves to the 
Hollanders ; who, taking more pity upon them than thele infidels had done, fet them 
afhore not long afterwards, fafe and found, in the Prince’s Ifland. Hence they writ 
to the facred college to inform them of what had happened to them; but were 
anfwered, that the church had already martyrs enough, and but two miffioners in that 
kingdom, and therefore they fhould not for the future expofe themfelves fo much in 
its fervice, but proceed warily among thofe new converts. 

Another perfecution was undergone with cheerful countenances, and undifturbed 
fouls, by two other friars in the ifland of St.Thomas, in their journey to the kingdom 
of Ouueri, contiguous with that of Benin, in both of which there were new miflions 
eftablifhed, and the ather-fuperior, at that time Father Francis da Monteleone, lived 

_ in the aforefaid ifland. The vice-fuperior, Father Angelo Maria d’Aiaccio, of the pro- 
vince of Corfica, together with Father Bonaventura da Firenze, having but juft fet 
footing in the’ kingdom of Ouueri, they were very courteoufly received by that King. 
‘This prince was better bred than ordinary, having been brought up amongft the Por- 
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tuguefe, whofe language he was an abfolute matter of, and could befides write and 
read, a qualification unufual among thefe Ethiopian princes: Almoft at the firft fight 
of the King,. the vice-fuperior broke out into thefe words: “ If Your Majefty does 
defire to have me to continue within your dominions, you muft lay your injundtions 
on your fubjects, that they embrace the holy ftate of matrimony, according to oar 
rites and ceremonies; and moreover, that whereas now the young men and women 
go naked till they are marriageable, I defire Your Majefty to command that they may 
all go covered.” To which the King anfwered, that as to what related to his fubjects, 
he would take care they fhould comply with his requeft ; but as for himfelf, he could 
never confent to do it, unlefs he were married to a White, as fome of his predeceffors 
had been. But what White would care to marry with a Black, even though he were 
a crowned head, efpecially among the Portuguefe, who naturally defpife them? Never- . 
thelefs the pious Father, trufting in God’s providence to promote his own glory, gave 
no repulfe to the obftinate monarch, but feemed to approve of all he faid. To brin 
this good work to effect, he immediately-departed, taking his way towards the ifland of 
St. Thomas, fituate under the equinoétial line, and reckoned one of the nine countries 
conquered by the Portuguefe in Africa. ‘There he made it his bufinefs to enquire after 
a White woman that would marry a Black that was a crowned head. Whereupon he 
was informed that there was one in that ifland, though of mean condition, whofe 
poverty and meannefs were neverthelefs ennobled by a virtuous education, and a comely 
perfonage. Notwithftanding he was told that this woman was proper for the purpofe, 
yet had he not the courage to fpeak to her uncle about her, under whofe care and pe 
teGtion fhe was ; but contriving how to bring about his defign, with a lively faith in 
God, one day while he was faying mafs, he turned himfelf about to the aforefaid per- 
fon, conjuring him, in the prefence of all the people, in the name and for the fervica 
of the moft high God, not to deny him one requeft, which was, that he would let his 
niece marry the King of Ouueri, which would greatly contribute to, if not totally 
effect, the converfion of that kingdom. At the hearing Of this, the good man being 
wrought upon by the pious miffioner’s reafons, could not prevent weeping, and bowing 
down his head, as a token of his confent. : : 

The young lady, not long afterwards, having firft taken leave of her relations, fet 
out with fome few Portuguefe, and the miffioner, for the aforefaid kingdom. 

Being juft entered the confines, the was joyfully and univerfally faluted by the people 
for their Queen, having triumphal arches raifed to her, and feveral other demonitra- 
tions of joy paid her bygthe inhabitants. 

Being arrived at the King’s palace, fhe was received by that monarch like another 
Rachel by Jacob, Either by Ahafhuerus, or Artemifia by Maufolus ; and afterwards 
married by him, after the Chriftian manner, thereby giving 2 good example to his 
fubje€ts, who foon forfook their former licentious principles, and fubmitted to be re- 
ftrained by the rules of the gofpel, that is, were all married according to the rites ang 
ceremonies of the church. : 

After four years miffion in% thefe parts, the aforefaid two Fathers tranfported them- 
felves into the ifland of St. Thomas, partly to proceed further in the duties of their 
office, and partly to oblige the King, who commanded it. This good intention of 
theirs, it feems, the devil envied, for he raifed up a certain ecclefiaftical perfon there 
againft them, who extremely envied our two miflioners. This perfon had been accuf- 
tomed, before their arrival, to go every fix months to the kingdom of Quueri to - 
baptize that people, which brought him in.the profit of a flave a month, and another 
from the King, ‘in confideration of his charge and trouble; but now finding himfelf 
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deprived of this gain for four years, he, together with others not well affected to 
religion, raifed the crueleft perfecution againft thefe poor Fathers that could pofiibly 
have been thought on. He accufed them to the governor of the ifland for enemies to 
the crown of Portugal, and that they travelled about thofe countries with falfe paffes ; 
and moreover, that to his knowledge, and in his hearing, they had debauched the 
minds of the King and Queen of Ouueri, and befides held correfpondence with the 
enemies of the Portuguefe dominions. ‘All this the governor heard patiently, yet did 
not immediately refolve to have thefe innocent Fathers feized ; whereupon one of thofe 
that had accompanied the Queen to Ouueri, faid to him, “ Take care, my lord, of 
what you do, left, apprehending thefe apoftolical miffioners, you create a difference 
between the crown of Portugal and the fee of Rome. ‘We are much obliged to thefe 
holy men for raifing our country-woman to a crown.” The governor would not med- 
dle with thefe holy men, but ordered them to be fent to Loanda, where there were 
likewife great complaints made againft them by the aforefaid prieft and his adherents. 

Hence they were fent to the tribunal at Lifbon, where, being declared innocent, in 
that they had fufficient authority from the crown for what they had acted, their accufers 
were cited to appear to make good, if. they could, their allegations; which not being 
able to do, the chief calumniator, the ecclefiaftic, fled to Brazil, and the others to 
other places for protection. es 

Father Bonaventura da Firenze, on account of his great indifpofitions, returned to 
Italy; but Father Angelo Maria direfted his courfe anew towards the ifland of St. 
Thomas, where, having performed the part of a good miffionary, and a good Chriftian, 
teaching by his exemplary life what his tongue omitted, he returned after fome time to 
Lifbon, and died there. Until our coming into this part of Ethiopia, thefe kingdoms 
had not feen the face of any other miffioner ; and every time any fhip came to anchor 
in their harbours, the natives would afk the feamen if they had any Capuchin on 
board, And if they were anfwered that they had not, then would they fly into a 
paffion, and cry out, “ Muft we then always Tead our lives thus like beafts, and never 
have any priefts come to teach us better ?”” < . 

Whilft I was at Loanda, they writ to our fuperior, Father John da Romano, to fend 
them fome fpiritual labourer. He fent their letter to the facred college, who writ back, 
that for the prefent Father Monteleone fhould go to the ‘ifland of St. Thomas, and 
build a convent there, to the end that whenever any miffioners came thither, they 
might the eafier tranfport themfelves into thefe kingdoms. If there were miflioners 
fufbcient fent, efpecially from the facred college, and the apoffolic fee, I dare be pofi- 
tive they would find the converfion of this part of Ethiopia eafy enough, the people 
thereof confefling already, that they believe the fucceffor of St. Peter to be a moft holy 
perfon, and one that cannot err; and confequently thofe that are fent by him are like 
him, and therefore they have no fufpicion of the Italians, which would not be in 
gefpett of other nations, in regard to their political ftate. This happinefs, peculiar to 
our nation, gives us authority to go in our habits into their innermoft receffes, which 
priefts of other countries would not be permitted to do. Neverthelefs the devil, the 
author of all ill, does oftentimes work fo by his minifters, that he gives us fome dif- 
turbance, which, notwithftanding, fignifies little or nothing, great numbers having 
been in few years converted here. If 1 fhould fay myfelf, that I have done that good 
office for thoufands and thoufands, Iam fure I fhould not lie; for I can be pofitive, 
. that of men, women, and children, I have baptized no lefs than thirteen thoufand, 
and caufed very many to marry. The fhort time I did this in, will be the lefs won- 
dered at, if the great numbers of people here be confidered; and that,.as I have faid 
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before, ia ‘another:place, one. of our order. alone baptized upwards of fifty thoufand. 
Alfo, Father Jeromda Montefarchio, of our province-of: Naples, (whofe painful-trévels. 
and good qualities have already been made known-to the world by another hand.) -tol@. 
me himfelf, before his death, that within the {pace of twenty years continuance.in thefa: 
parts, he baptized above one hundred thoufand perfons, and amongtt the teft, the . 
King, or rather Duke of Congobella, tributary to the King of Micacco, together: with. 
hig: nephew, and feveral other perfons of quality.. * ee 

That thele fort of people have been given to idolatry;-and the eating of man’s flethy 
I cannot deny ; but then I muft affirm, that: they readily embrace Chriftianity, and: 
reap the fruit of it, as may appear by what happened to me. Our ‘interpreter had a 
certain black flave, a very ftrong fellow, but blind and -obftinate to the good-advice 
was given him by his maiter to abjure paganifm,. and embrace the Chriftian faith. “Hig 
anfwer, in defence of his principles, was, That the elephant never eats falt, (fo they 
call baptizm. in their language,) and yet he became fat and large, and lived a long 
while. It feems the holy baptifm,- in their diale&t, is called Minemu » which ig as 
much as to fay, to feafon the bleffed falt. If-any one. fhould. atk, if fuch a one were 
a Chriftian or a Pagan; if a Chriftian, they would anfwer, He is a Chriftian, - foir: 
he has tafted of the falt that has been bleffed by the prieft. You muft obferve, that if 
any of thefe had been baptized with water alone, he would not’ have been very well 
fatisfied. Now this flave fpoken of before, happening to be grievoutly fick, I went to. 
vifit him, and ufing a great -many {piritual arguments to him, found it not difficult: to. 
conyert him: He yielded to my propofals, and was baptized, to the great fatisfadtion 
of his‘mafter, as well as himfelf, and afterwards married to a Chriftian woman there 
peer The third day after, he died, changing his lavery in this Jife for a glorious 
iberty in the other. : ie . 
,To fay,that the Negroes, and efpecially Giaghi, are always obftinate and perverfe, 
and man-eaters, is not to be made an objection againft ‘them, becaufe our Saviour faye, 
** Thofe that are well do not ftand in need of a phyfician;” and the worfeithe diftens. 
per, the more need of cure. This will appear by the only inftance of the converfion . 
of the Queen of Singa: this Queen, with the -greateft part of her. people, was con-- 
verted by the great pains of Father Anthony. Laudati da Gaeta.of our oder ; the mane 
ner whereof was told me by a Portuguefe captain that was. prefent when it.was done, 
He faid, the Queen and the aforefaid Father Anthony: were ftanding together dif- 
courfing, when all of a fugdden -the friar thus befpoke the Queen: “ Madam, when I - 
behola fo many large and fruitful valleys, enriched and adorned with fo many cryftal 
ftreams, and defended from the injuries of -weather by fuch high and pleafant hills, all 
under Your Majefty’s command, eathot forbear being fo bold, as-to afk you, wha. 
was.the: author of all thefe? Who fecundated the ground, and afterwards ripens the 
fruit ?”.. Ta-which the Queen, without the leaft hefitation, readily anfwered, < My: 
anceftors.” ** Then,” replied the Capuchin, does Your: Majefty enjoy the whole. 
power of your anceltors i’? “ Yes,” anfwered -the,-“ and much more, for over and 
above what they had, I:am abfolute.miftrefs of the kingdom of Matamba.” The pious 
friar. hearing this, ftooped to reach a ‘flender ftraw that lay upon the ground, and -having 
taken it up, cried to. the Queen, “ Madam, pray do me the fayour,to:@aule'this to 
hang. without holding in the air.” The Queen turned away her face, and.Jooked fcorne . 
_ fully ata requeft fo infignificant and inconfiderable. he friar reinférced.his petition, 
earneftly entreating Her Majefty to comply with his. defires 5. whereupon proffering. to:.. 
put it into her hand, she let it fall. Father Anthon Afobped-again to take it wp,.but: . 
the Queen being the more nimble of the two, got hold -of it before him: « The:rea. 
. You. XSI, RR fon.2? 
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fon,” quoth the friar, ““ why the ftraw fell was, becaufe Your Majefty did not com 

‘ mand it not to fall; but now be pleafed to order it to hang of itfelf, without help, ‘in 
the air.” She did fo, but it would not obey. Whereupon the zealous friar brake out 
into the following expreffions: ‘ Be it known to Your Majefty, O Queen, that your 

. anceftors have no otherwife been authors of thefe fair fields and {prings, than you are 
of the fupport of this ftraw; but that the great Creator of heaven and earth, Chrift 
Jefus, the only Son of God, and the fecond Perfon of the Trinity, whofe image you 
have here upon this crucifix, made thofe and all things elfe, that is, was the fir caufe 
of all? Then the Queen humbled herfelf, and bowing her royal head, fubmitted to 

awn the truth,’ embracing the holy faith, wherein fhe not long after died; and which 
the had before received in her younger days, but apoftatized from it. 

The Ethiopians are not fo dull and ftupid as is commonly imagined, but rather more 
fubtle and cunning than ordinary, as may appear by what happened to a certain French 
fea-captain at Mina, on the coaft of Africa, which he told me himfelf, and was confirmed 
to me by a Portuguefe of the ifland of St. Thomas, who was an eye-witnels of it. This 
captain [ailing along the coafts where the mines are, and thinking to exchange his mer- 
chandize for gold, was unfortunately made a prize by a Hollander, who feizing ‘his fhip, 
and putting fe feamen in irons, carried their captain, under a ftrong guard, afhore 
before the governor, who for a welcome ordered him to a clofe prifon, loaded with 
irons, and to be looked after by about thirty {trong Blacks, where he expeéted nothing 
but death. . The chief of thefe Negroes perceiving the prifoner to bear fo manfully 
what was fo wrongfully offered him, by an earneft and ftedfaft look bn him, difcovered 
both his pity-and concern for fo great injuftice done him. At laft, being encouraged 
by. the gravity and modefty of his countenance, which promifed a great deal of pru- 
dence and difcretion, he approached him, and faid to him, ‘ Since you have done no- 
body any harm, and your enemies have behaved themfelves immoderately rigorous to- 
wards you, not only in imprifoning, but likewife in depriving you of your goods and 
life, I offer myfelf, led thereunto by a principle of abhorrence of’ fuch aétions, to free 
you.” ‘The captain taking heart at this proffer of the Negro’s, anfwered him; “ If 
thou haft courage fufficient to deliver me from death, and condué& me in fafety to my 
thip, I will in recompence reward thee with whatever thou canft afk. But how,” con- 
tinued he, * is it poflible for me to have fo good fortune, when there are fo many ap- 
pointed to look after me?” Leave that to me,” replied the Ethiopian, “ for I do 
not doubt but I fhall be able, by the help of fix of my companions whom I have already 
engaged, to carry you off fafe to your fhip. The way I have propofed to do it is, by 

- making the reft of my companions dead drunk with good wine, which will give us that 
are your friends a liberty to aét as we pleafe.” He was not long afterwards as good as 
his word, and the fuccefs of his endeavours anfwered his expectation. The captain 
looked upon his deliverer to be rather an angel fent from heaven to his affiftance, than 
a black Ethiopian, As foon as they were got out of the prifon, they made all the hafte 
they could, direéting their fteps all that night through thick woods and unfrequented 

aths, till at length ne got fafe to the port. The Negro went aboard the thip, where 

e acquainted the Dutch guard, that the governor had fet at liberty both’ the captain 
and his crew, and, therefore, advifed them to free their prifoners from their fetters, and 
fet them at liberty. The Hollanders immediately obeyed. this: order, giving credit to 
what word the Negro had brought them, he having been always looked upon for an 
honeft fellow; arid, receiving a fmall reward, departed, ee 

The captain feeing himfelf mafter of his.thip, returned his unfeigned thanks to hea. 
yen for his prefervation, and then fetting open all his chefts, offered his preferver what 
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recompence he would have: all which the Negro refufed, alledging that what fervice 
he had done him, was wholly on account of his being a man of honour, and‘i cote 
miferation of hig condition, and not out of any intereft or advantage which he propofea 
to himfelf thereby ; and further, that if he pleafed to accept of his and his companiots 
fervice, they would follow him wherefoever he went. “If that be your intention,” 
replied the obliged Frenchman, “ let us fet fail and be gone, and I fhall always endea- 
vour to proportion my gratitude and acknowledgments to your merits.” This fad, the 
feamen did not weigh their anchors, but cut their cables, and, hoifting fail at the fame 
time, to avoid falling afrefh into the Hollanders’ hands, ftood their courfe direétly for 
France,. The great civilities fhewed both to this Negro and his companions throughout 
the whole voyage, are not to be expreffed: the feamen would often compliment them, 
and efpecially their chief, calling him their deliverer. When they came to land, the 
captain’s relations and friends {trove which fhould oblige thefe Blacks moft. When 
they had been about three months afhore, the Negroes advifed the captain to freight his 
fhip anew with fome rich merchandize and curiofities, and to fail towards a place called 
Chinea, where they could condu& him toa port not fubjeé&t to the Hollanders, and 
known, to them, where he might gain what profit he pleafed without any danger. Who 
now could have miftrufted the prefervers of their lives? .The captain therefore con- 
fidering of the propofal, and knowing it to be as they had told him, the-place they 
named being below the mines, freighted his fhip accordingly, and fet fail again towards 
the eaftern coafts of Africa. Coming to an anchor in the ifland of St. Thomas to take 
in freth provifions, where the wind and current are always fair for Chinea or Mina, he 
made what hafte he could to put again to fea: at his firft coming out, he had a very 
gentle gale, but flood ready againit the trade or fettled wind came up, which the Portu- 
uefe call Viracao, which there rifes and falls every fix hours with the tide. Then 
feeading their fails, the mariners, except the pilot, fteerfman, and another perfon, toge- 
ther with the fubtle Negroes, who watched for fome ill purpofe, fell afleep. One of 
thefe Negroes fet himfelf to cutting of wood, to the end that with the noife of the ax 
he might drown what the others intended to do. The others knocked out the brains of 
- four of the feamen, together with the pilot, and their defigns wete to have murdered 
all; but as Providence would have it, the captain hearing of what had happened by 
means of a little boy, fnatching up a cutlafs and two brace of piftols, and finding the 
door bolted without, he was forced to get out at a port-hole: when he came upon deck, 
and faw fome of his men lying dead, and other’ defending themfelves, he called out to 
wake the reft of the feamen, and then falling on, foon difpatched four of the Negroes, 
amongft whom was their chief, whofe head was inftantly cut off, and his body fent to 
feed the fharks. The three that remained, having firft confeffed, that their plot was to 
have murdered all the fhip’s crew, and afterwards to have run away to their own, countty 
with the veffel, boafting what a trick they had put upon the Chriftians of Europe, paid 
the merit of their folly, for they were immediately hanged up at the yard-arm. ‘This 
happening in fight of the iland of St. Thomas, the people from the fhore fired upon the 
thip to know the occafion of it; but the captain hanging out a white flag, fent his boat 
athore to acquaint them how he had been ufed.by the Negroes, which extremely fur- 
prifed both the iflanders and fome others that heard it; but they more efpecially won- 
dered how thofe fubtle Blacks could harbour fo ill a defign fo long. The captain fur- 
ther told me, that after this he would needs go to Sogno to fee the river Zaire, and try 
if he could thereby get into the kingdom of the Abylinians belonging to Prefter-John" 
-He was informed that that river, by reafon of the great number of iflands in it, and the 
feveral canals and rivers that run into it, was not at all {afe for great thips to fail in: he 
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neverthelefs was refolved to venture to fatisfy himfelf in what he had ah core? Beng 
obliged to pafs‘by thé kingdom of Angoij, which lay on the other fide of the river, the 
inhabitants thereof, perceiving a thip coming along with fuch people on board as they 
had never feen or heard of before, fent out a canoe to them to tell them they muft come 
and atichor in Capinda, a port of the faid kingdom. And likewife having further un- 
‘detitood, that they were going to make difcoveries up the river, they let- them know, 
that if they would comply with their requeft, and come to harbour in their port, they 
fhould thence be conduéted in their difcovery, and buy as many flaves and as much 
ivory as they pleafed. But above all things they advifed them not to touch upon Sogno, 
affirming that people were enemies to the Whites, and not many years before had made 
a great flaughter among them. The captain, to fatisfy thefe people, left a boat laden 
with goods with two mariners in it, and failed away. The Negroes carried them up 
into the country, and divided the merchandize among themfelves. Fifteen days paft, and 
no news was heard of the faid two feamen, nor even of any trade or traffic fettled by 
their means, and yet the Negroes gave good words, and went daily aboard the fhip to 
refervea good correfpondence, drinking and caroufing at the a pila expence, At 
length the Mani or governor of Capinda coming on board himfelf, accompanied with 
five or fix followers, the French captain on a fudden caufed them to be feized and clapped 
under hatches in irons, threatening that unlefs the two mariners with their merchan- 
dize were fpeedily reftored, he would not only carry them away for flaves, but likewife 
as many others of that kingdom as he could meet. We Capuchins perfuaded the count 
of Sogno to do the captain juftice, who, upon the apprehending the Mani and his come 
panions, recovered the feamen and part of the goods. To fatisfy for the reft, the An- 
geil were ordered to pay twelve flaves; which not coming, the captain fet fail with the 
leven he had got, putting the eighth afhore to conduct the twelve flaves affigned to Sog- 
no, where he traded for three hundred flaves, whom he carried to fell in the ifland Hif- 
paniola. The captain himfelf told me he was extremely pleafed that he had got a 
Negro governor to prefent to his King clothed after the fafhion of that country. 

By this relation the reader may perceive that the Negroes are both a malicious and 
fubtle people, and I likewife muft allow that they fpend the moft part of their time 
in circumventing and deceiving ; yet I cannot allow, that becaufe they are a ftubborn 
foil, they muft be left uncultivated; being of fo perverfe a nature as they generally 
are, ‘they require the greater application of inftruction. But this ftill is to’be faid for 
them, that when you come once to eradicate their vicious principles, they feldom or 
never return to their {tate of damnation again. 

Grievous no doubt are the fufferings of the miffioners in thefe parts, whether you 
confider the length of their travels, their frequent want of neceffaries, the various 
climates of the countries they pafs, through, the fuffocating and infupportable heats, 
efpecially to us Europeans, who fry within our woollen clothes, the travelling over rocks 
and frightful precipices, the often fleeping upon the bare ground, the being perfecuted 
by wizards and fuch fort of wretches, and fometimes by bad Chriftians; and laftly, 
the lofing fo much blood as we are fain to do to preferve our healths, and a thou- 
fand other inconveniences in life, which cannot be here enumerated ; all which are 
neverthelets pleafing to thofe who undergo them on account of its being for God’s 
fake they fuffer, who being a remunerator animarum, both can and will reward them. 

As to my returp from Africa, it was truly through mere neceflity, and at which I 
was not a little concerned, when I confidered that I mtft leave fo much work undone 
behind me, and whereof thofe poor kingdoms have fo much need to condué them in their 
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: Fecovered my health in Brazil whither I was going, as I propofed to myfelf, my inten- 
- tions were to have returned once more to Ethiopia; but my recovery proved {9. very. 
flow, and I. found myfelf fo exceedingly weak, that I laid all thofe thoughts afide. 
Arriving not long after at Bahia, the principal city of Brazil, I was for a fhort -time 
entertained very courteoufly in a French convent of our order, whofe friars ufed their 
utmoft diligence to procure me a good captain to tranfport me fick as I was to Lifbon. 
They firft ipoke to a countryman of theirs, and who offered to carry and provide me 
a convenient cabin becaufe I was fick, but I muft go asa paffenger, and not as chaplain, 
and that becaufe he would not fubmit to the laws of Portugal, which make it a crime 
for any fhip to fail without one. I told him, as I had formerly done the other captain 
at the beginning of my voyage to Africa, that if he would needs exclude me from the 
duties of my fundtion, I muft neceffarily refufe his offer, being willing to earn my diet 
and paffage, and fo we parted, I was afterwards requefted by the governor of Maffan- 
gano, who came with us from the kingdom of Angola, and from whom I had received 
feveral civilities in pur voyage, to go along with him to Portugal ; hae f accepted 
his offer, and in three months’ time, in company of a fleet of twenty-eight fhips laden 
with tobacco and fugars, by the affiftance of a favourable wind and good weather, we 

reached the height of Lifbon. ; 

It being almoft night before we got near the port, but three of our fhips could get 
in, viz. that I was in, the Frenchman, and another, the reft being to keep out at fea all 
that night, and the greateft part of the next day, by reafon the tide was againft them. At 

. day-break the phyfician came on board us three, to fee what ftate of health we were in ; 
but before he approached, the Frenchman thinking it had been a cuftom-houfe Felucca, 
went to hide a certain quantity of tobacco he had in his powder-room, but through a 
fatal mifcarriage letting.a fpark-from the candle fall on one of the barrels, the powder 
took fire and blew up the poop of the thip, whereby*the water flowing into the reft of 
the fhattered veffel, it funk in a trice; none of the people that were in her efcaped, 
but only fuch as could fwim, and they made fhift to get to fhore, or elfe were taken up 
by boats. If this fhip had not funk as fhe did after fhe was blown up, what damage 
might fhe not have done us that were very near her! Having obferved the great 
efcape I-and my fellow-voyagers had, I fell on my knees, and returned my unfeigned 
thanks to the Moft High for our prefervation, and efpecially in that I happened not to 
goin that unfortunate fhip. This accident was reported about among the vulgar to 
have been a judgment on the faid thip for not having a chaplain on board her. : 

At length we landed, which we had no fooner done, but I and Father Francis da 
Pavia, a chaplain in another fhip, and my companion all the way from Ethiopia, fell 
down on our knees again to return heaven thanks for our fafe arrival in Portugal ; we 
then went immediately to wait on the King, who being gone that day out of the city 
to vifit the Infanta his daughter, we were fain to defer that intention. At his return 
His Majefty being informed of our defigns, and having fcarce alighted, fent prefently 
for us: but the meffengers not finding us in the city, came to our convent, where they 
met us and gave us to underftand, that we might go to the court whenfoever we pleafed, 
the King being very defirous to fee us. We loft no time, but immediately repaired to 
court, and were admitted to audience. a ‘ 

The King’s countenance was extremely pleafing, and his reception of us very friendly, 
flanding out of refpeét to us with his hat all the while in his hand; he kiffed our 
habits, and then began to fpeak of our order and miffion, and efpecially of us Italian 
miffioners, for whom he faid he had a very particular refpeét, having been often in- 
formed how much good we had done, and did daily for God’s fervice ; and that 
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although it was true that he had forbid any foreign prieft to exercife their function 
within his conquefts in thofe parts, he did by no means defign to exclude his Italian 
Capuchins thereby. Thefe words he {poke not only once, but repeated as often as 
any opportunity offered in difcourfe. . 

I muft not forget the civilities fhewed me here by Signior Nicolo Bonacurfi, a gen- 
tleman of Florence, who took me from our convent at Lifbon to tranfport me to Leg- 
horn, proffering me withal a neceffary fubfiftence for the whole voyage. Herein never- 
thelefs the captain of the fhip oppofed him, telling me that I fhould eat at his table: 
but Signior Nicolo notwithftanding would not be refufed the fending a fervant along 
with me to wait on me, which I muft own the fellow did with a great deal of obfequi- 
oufnefs and diligence. Signior Nicolo would alfo have hired a Felucca to carry me to 
Naples; which I refufing, he recommended me to the Marquis Pucci at Leghorn, to - 
the end that he might fee me provided with neceffaries for my farther voyage to Genoa, 
whither I was bound. We not long after fet fail, and arrived at Leghorn in a fhort 
time, whence in a few days I went on board a hip called the Holy Rofe, and with a 
profperous gale foon got to Genoa. As we were going to enter the port about mid- 
night, the wind all of a fudden chopped about full in our teeth, forcing us back to 
fea again. About break of day, while we were making for the mouth of the bay to 
get in, a French man of war was juft coming out, who perceiving us failed, made up 
to us, keeping to windward; her captain as he came nearer hailed us to fend our 
boat on board, but ours taking little or no notice of him failed on; whereupon the 
Frenchman came up to the windward of us again, giving us to underftand, that being . 
we were a man of war like himfelf, he was obliged by an exprefs order from his King 
either to force us aboard or to fink us. At the hearing of this, all our thip’s company 
were extremely concerned, and that efpecially becaufe the day before, at the difcovery of 
Genoa, we had difcharged all our cannon, except thirteen, which we referved to falute 
the holy crofs in the faid city. Our mufquets likewife were all laid up in the gun- 
room, and our feamen had put on their beft clothes to go afhore; neverthelefs, laying 
afide all fear or delay, two of our officers got ready what arms they had, and ranged 
both paffengers and feamen, except only thofe that were quartered at the aforefaid great 

s, on the decks, in expectation of the enemy’s being as good as his word, fince we 

ad abfolutely refufed to comply with his commands. What a buz and rumour was 

to be heard every where then amongft the armed foldiers and feamen! For my part 

T almoft thought I was in hell, and which put me in mind of that verfe of Virgil’s in 
his fixth-neid, 





Stridor ferriy traQeque catenz. 


At length to prevent what inconveniences might have enfued fo rafh an engagement, 
the French captain fent his brother on board us to fee who we were, who coming near 
us, and perceiving what preparations we had made for a fight, and moreover hearing 
from us that we were Genoefe, cried out, “ To what purpofe are all thefe warlike 
preparations, fince there is peace between us and Genoa?” ‘We anfwered him, that 
at fea we ought always to be on our guard againft accidents we might meet with, and 
for aught we knew his fhip might be 'rench man of war, becaufe it was a common 
thing to put out falfe colours. He then demanded what number of men we had on 
board, having perceived a great many on the deck ; we told him we were four hun- 
- dred, and in truth we were fo many. At laft he acquainted us, that he had orders 
- from his mafter to demand all Frenchmen he could meet with, except merchants, on 

board any veflel whatever, and defired to know if we had any {uch among us; 
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fearch was made, and all that were found delivered immediately, except a drummer 
who hid himfelf, fo that much time was {pent before he could be found, but at laft he 
went with the reft. This done, the Frenchman departed peaceably, and left us to 
purfue our entrance into the port, which we immediately did, and being fafely got in, 
caft anchor before the city. 

"ft might have proved a more than ordinary damage to us, had we engaged this French 
veffel, by reafon that over and above a great quantity of merchandize of different kinds 
which we had on board; we had likewife above a million and a half of money belonging 
to merchants, as alfo a great deal of uncoined and unwrought filver. Our thip carried 
befides all the money that had been colleted that year in Spain by the commiffary of 
the croifade, as likewife feveral other fums given in charity towards the canonizing of 
two faints at Rome. 

As I obferved fome things in my way through the city of Lifbon when I went to 
Congo, fo I cannot help taking notice here of another particular which I heard there as 
I came back: it was about a law made by the King of Portugal concerning excefs in 
apparel. It feems the French merchants had before been accuftomed every year to 
introduce new fafhions in clothes after their ‘own fancies, and drefling babies in them, 
to expofe them to the view of the people, who prefently bought up thofe garments,. and 
fo had a new fafhion every year, whereby the fellers were enriched, and the. buyers 
impoverifhed ; fo that moft of the coin of Portugal fell into the hands of the French ; 
to prevent the exportation whereof, the King raifed the value of it, But this he was 
neverthelefs difappointed in, for the French merchants obferving what had been done, 
raifed the value of their goods proportionably, and the people were fo far infatuated, 
that they were refolved to have them whatever they coft them. The King feeing this, 
publifhed another proclamation to prohibit his fubjeéts the wearing of any filk, gold or 
filver, and withal commanded them to confine themfelves to ba s, or fuch ftuffs as were 
the manufacture of the country, prohibiting alfo foreign hats and ockings. And the more 
to incline his fubjeéts to the obferving of this law, he himfelf firft fet them an example. 
As for what filk, gold or filver the church required, he ordered certain commiffioners 
to procure what was neceflary for that purpofe from Venice, and elfewhere, but which 
was to be fealed to prevent any greater quantities being imported, By thefe means 
fuperftuous expences have been wholly banifhed this kingdom and its conquefts; and 
if other nations would take example by them, luxury would not be fo rampant, nor 
vice fo triumphant. More might be faid upon this fubjeét, but I fear I have fufficiently 
tired my reader already, and therefore fhall here conclude the relation of my voyage + 
into fouthern Africa. 


AN 


312 MEROLLA’S VOYAGE TO CONGO. 


AN APPENDIX to the Vorace to Conao, &c. 


4 Lerten from the King of Congo to the Author, upon his arrival at the Port of Ango if 
Written in Portuguefe, and thus in Englifb. : 


The Superfcription. 
To the very reverend Father, Father Jerom da Sorento, a Capuchin and Apoftolic 
Miffioner, whom God preferve. 


Moft reverend Father, 


I RECEIVED Your Reverence’s kind letter, witha great deal of joy and fatisfaction for 
the favour Your Reverence has done me. Having underftood your fafe arrival at Ca- 
pinda, I was very glad of it, and do befeech God always to preferve you in the like 
{tate of health for the future, to the end that we the unworthy fervants of God may 
reap the benefit of it. For my part I fhall ever be ready to obey all Your Reverence’s 
commands as your fpiritual fon, as will likewife your fpiritual daughter Donna Potenti- 
ana my mother. We both earneftly defire to our power to fhew our readinefs to ferve 
you. Molt reverend Father, I have comprehended all Your Reverence writ to me, 
extremely well; but, O my Father, I know not how I fhall be able to be fufficiently 
thankful to God for his mercy, in promifing me the fight of your loving countenance! 
Come then fpeedily and perfonally to the affiftance and relief of thofe poor fouls that 
defire to receive benediction from your facred hands. It is moft true what I tell you, 
for our fouls are all on fire to fee Sout Reverence as they ought; and therefore, moft 
holy Father, haften Your Reverence’s journey, purfuant to your promife by your mef- 
fenger, that we may receive you with Joy and feftivals.. I conjure you, proftrate at your 
holy feet, as an apoftolic miflioner and fon-of the bleffed Si. Francis, to hearken to my 
words. I befeech you, let me hear from Your Reverence from Loanda, for I have 
feveral important matters to communicate to you, which will extremely contribute to- 
wards the increafe of Chriftianity. For this purpofe, I fent my favourite Garzia Mi- 
chael to wait upon and condué Your Reverence to my palace. He will bring a flave 
along with him, whom I beg Your Reverence to accept, though but an inconfiderable 
prefent. I fhall trouble Your Reverence with no more; God preferve you, and [ 
humbly recommend myfelf to your holy facrifices. : 

Your Reverence’s Son, the Prince of Congo, 
Don Joun Emanuri Grituo, 
Who treads on the lion in the kingdom of his mother. 


Lemba, Feb, 22. 1688. 


I believe I fhall not greatly difpleafe my reader, if I add here the cuftoms of thefe 
Ethiopians in their eating and drinking at feafts, which they commonly celebrate with 
great numbers, and at night. A great company being got together, they fit round in 
a ring upon the green grais; which having done, a large thick round wooden platter is 
placed in the midft of them; this platter is called by them Malonga: the eldeft of them, 
whom in their language they call Maculuntu, or Cocolocangi, is to divide and difpenfe 


fo every one his portion, which he performs with that exa€tnefs, that if there happen 
: ta 
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to be a bit better than ordinary, that is likewife divided proportionably among the com- 
pany. By thefe means there are no complaints or murmurs to be heard amongtt them, 
but every one is contented with what is allotted him. When they drink, they make 
ufe of neither cups nor glaffes, to the end that every man may have what is judged 
fufficient for him and no more. The judge of this is the Maculunta, who holds the 
Moringo, or flatk, to the perfon’s mouth that drinks; and when he thinks he has 
drank fufficient, he pulls it away. This is practifed all’ along even to the end of the 
feaft. That which feems ftrangeft to me is, that if any perfon whatfoever, man or 
woman, great or {mali, though not known to them, happens to pafs by where the guefts 
are eating, he or fhe thruits into the ring, and has an equal fhare with the reft, with- 
out the trouble of making any compliment, or fpeaking a word. If this ftranger 
happens to come after the portions are allotted, then is the carver to take fomething 
from every man’s mefs to make up a fhare for him. If it fo chance that many un- 
invited guefts come, they all have the aforefaid liberty, and may eat and drink as freely 
as if they had been invited. When the travellers perceive the platter empty, they rife 
up and go their ways without taking any leave, or returning thanks to the company. 
And though thefe ftrangers have never fo great plenty of provifions along with them 
of their own, as it very often happens they have, yet do they forfake their own for 
that of thefe people. ‘Another thing I much wondered at is, that they never afk thefe 
intruders any quettions, as whence they come, whither they go, or the like, but all 
matters pafs with fo great filence, that one would think that they therein imitated the 
ancient law among the Lochri, a people of Achaia, reported by Plutarch, which im. 
ported that if any one demanded of another what was done, what was faid, or the 
like, the perfon that afked thofe queftions was to pay a fine. Locrenfium lex que fiquis 
eae recurfus rogabat, Nunquid nevi, eum mulété aficiebat. Plut. de Curiofit. 
audanda. 

It has happened to me, that being about to entertain fome perfons that had been 
ferviceable to me, at dinner-time I obferved the number of my guetts greatly increafed; 
whereupon afking who thofe new-comers were, they anfwered, they did not know ; 
which caufed me to reply, “ Then do ye allow of thofe to eat with ye, who have had 
no fhare in your labour ?” ‘Yo which ail the anfwer I could get from them was, that 
it was the cuftom fo to do. This charity of theirs feemed to me fo commendable, that I 
ordered their commons to be doubled, being not a little pleafed to find fo great love and 
amity even amongit pagans, If the like good cuftom were practifed amongft us, we 
thould not have fo many poor indigent wretches die in the itreets, and other places, 
merely for want, as there almoft daily do in all countries, 

If this cuftom of theirs be fo well worthy of commendation, another they have no 
lefs deferves blame, that relates to their behaviour towards their wives; who being 
enjoined to work in the fields till noon, whilft their hufbands enjoy themfelves at 
home, are obliged at their return to get all things ready for dinner; and if they 
happen to want any thing, they mutt either buy it out of their own money, or barter 
clothes for it according to the cuftom 3 I fay out of their own money, or otherwife at 
their expence, by reafon that the wives here are obliged to find their hufbands with 
meat, and they are to provide wine and clothes for them. Dinner being got ready, 
it is firft fet before the hufband as matter of the family, who fits down alone to table, 
while the wife and children wait diligently about him to ferve him in‘what he wants. 
‘When he has eat as much as he can, the remainder comes to the wife and children, who 
may fit down if they pleafe ; yet they. generally ftand, looking upon it to be their 
duty fo todo. But if after ail the hufband has a mind to eat the whole dinner, he 
may do it, and nobody can call him to account. 1 having afked feveral of thefe people, 

VOL, XVI. ss ea See 
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why they did not admit their wives to fit with them at table ; they anfwered me, that 
women had a portion given them to that purpofe, and that they were born to ferve and 
obey the men: which perhaps they would not have faid, if they had known what the 
poet Claudian affirmed, that women were born to keep up the race of mankind, and 
not to be flaves to men. 


Nafcitur ad fru@um mulier prolemgg futuram. Cravp. in Eurropr. |, i. v. 330. 


Thefe are good things for travellers, to eat free-coft at other péoples’ tables ; but 
fometimes it happens that many are eaten and devoured themfelves by a fort of ferpent 
as big as a beam, which they meet in the roatl in their way to Singa, which by look- 
ing on them only kills and confumes them. A perfon that was affaulted by one of 
thefe prodigious ferpents, happened by a lufty ftroke of a fcymitar, to cut him in 
two. ‘The monfter having been thus cruelly ufed, and yet not killed, being you may 
imagine not a little enraged, lay upon the ‘catch among the thick bufhes, to revenge 
itfelf on its enemies; and foon after two travellers happening to come by, it imme- 
diately crawled out, wounded as it was, and feized upon them, devouring them almoft 
whole. ‘Che neighbours thereabout hearing what had happened to thofe two men, 
refolved to fally out in a numerous body upon this maimed monfter ; which they not 
long afterwards did, but could never meet withit. At laft a Portuguefe captain taking 
a confiderable number of men along with him, armed with mufquets, fet forth in 
fearch of the ferpent; but not difcovering it, prefently he let all the company march 
on before, and ftaid himfelf behind a little. ‘The ferpent perceiving him alone, con- 
fiding in his remaining force, crept out of his hole to leap upon him; the affrighted 
Portuguefe cried out at the fight of it, and moft of the people that were gone before, 
returning in great hafte, fent fo many bullets into the moniter’s body, that they foon 
difpatched it, after it had been the death of fo many unfortunate paffengers. 

From the death of this montter, I proceed to fpeak of the fufferings of two of our 
miffioners, caufed to be dragged by the count of Sogno, and then expelled his 
dominions. Thefe two Fathers were, Father Andrew da Buti, and Father Peter da 
Seftola. The then count’s name was Don Pedro de Caftro, who fending for them 
into his prefence, and they obeying his commands, he thus fpoke to them: “* How 
comes it to pafs, Fathers, that amongft the pagans there is rain enough and to {pare, 
and we Chriftians have had not the leaft drop? What can the caule of this be, and 
whence does it proceed ?”? The people affirmed that the want of rain proceeded from 
fome reliéts Father Andrew had by him, and that they could expect none as long as 
he kept them. The count upon this immediately commanded him to throw them 
away, and that if, during all the next day there was not fome rain fell, both he and his 
companion muft look to themfelves, and expett to be ver ill-ufed. At that time the 
fky was extremely clear, and fo continued till abeut midnight ; when all of a fudden 
the heavens began to be overcaft, and the clouds poured down fo plentiful a thower, 
as was fufficient alone to prepare the earth for feed. Notwithftanding this, which had 
happened through the fole prayers of the two miffioners, the count not caring to have 
them any longer within his dominions, ordered: them to undergo the oath of Chilumbo, 
to prove that they were innocent; but they thinking fuch a trial the moft diabolical 
that could poffibly be imagined) abfolutely refufed to fubmit to it; whereupon they 
were immediately feized, and moft inhumanly mifufed, dragged about, and all they 
had taken from them. He that was handled worft was Father Buti, who died not 
long after of his hurt in the kingdom of Binquella the place of his miflion. This rela- 
tion is to be found confirmed by Father Cornelius van Wouters, a Dutch Francifcan 
friar, who affirms it as an eye-witnels. 

‘ry 
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The Explanation of fome few Conghefe Words inferted in this Work, and made Englifh for~ 


the Eafe of the Reader. 


ACCALA, a man. 

Affua, a dead corpfe. : 

Agariaria, a fort of wood and fruit that 
ferves to relieve a pain in the fides. 

Alacardo, a {maller fort of crocodile. 

Alcatrici, birds each as large as two hens. 

Aliconde, a fort of exceeding large hollow 
tree. 

Almefega, a tree which diftils a liquor like 
unto frankincenfe. 

Bada, a kind of unicorn. 

Baia, .the city of San Salvador, or St. 
Saviour in Brazil. 

Bicoma, a fort of nutmeg-tree. 

Birame, cotton-cloth that goes current for 
money. 

Bolungo, a fort of oath, or way of trial 
among the wizards. 

Boma, a very large kind of ferpent. 

Bonghi, or Libonghi, a fort of money. 

Bordoni, plants fomewhat like vines. 

Caboccos, children born of a White and a 

, Brazilian. 

Cacchio, a bunch of fruit as large as a 
man can carry. 

Cacazumbu, a wizard. 

Candoua, a boat. 

Capafia, a wild cow. 

Cappaiva, a tree which yields oil. 

Cariabemba, the devil. 

Cafcid, a fruit like an apple. 

Cazacaza, kidney-beans. 

Chegilla, precepts to be obferved, impofed 
on children by parents. . 

Chicheras, a fort of tree with leaves of a 
drying nature. 

Chigongo, a fort of phyfical purging wood. 

Chilumbo, another oath or manner of trial 
among the wizards. 

Chinfu, a pot or pipkin. 

Chifecco, wood of a cooling nature. 

Cocco,*the palm-fruit. : 

Cocalocangi, the oldeft of the company 
that carves at meals. : 

ss 


Colas, a red fruit which is to be eaten 

# before one drinks. 

Copras, a fort of venomous ferpents. 

Coricas, hen-parrots. 

Dongo, all forts of fleth or fith. 

Donno, a fort of fruit that fmells like 
cinnamon, 

Evanga, a prieft. 

Eguandi, the mother. 

Emba, a fort of palm-tree that yields oil. 

Embambi, a ferpent which kills with its 
tail. 

Embetta, a fort of palm-wine exceedingly 
refrefhing. 

Embuchi, a kind of mufical inftruments. 

Engulamafi, a fyren or mermaid. 

Engulo, a wild-boar. 

Enguflu, a parrot. 

Eutaga, cloth girt about the waift. 

Fuba, millet-flower. 

Fumt, tobacco. 

Ganga, a fort of fuperftitious oath or trial. 

Giaghi, a people who practife forcery more 
than ordinary. 

Gnam, a great root that is eaten. 

Guaiavas, a fruit like a pear. 

Guria, eating. 

Impallanche, beafts with long wreathed 
horns. 

Impamguazze, wild-cows. 

Incubu, a goat. 

Inzangu, a fpade. 

Mabocche, plants like unto orange-trees. 

Maccacchos, monkeys or apes. 

Maccutas, fort of ftraw-cloth which goes 
current for money. 

Macolunti, the oldeft in the company 
that carves to the reft. 

Mafucca, a governor. 

Malonga, a wooden platter. 


. Mamao, a fruit like a melon. 


Maneba, a fort of palm. * 
Mandioch, a root whereof flower is made 
for bread. 
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Mangas, a tree whofe boughs hang down 

to the ground, and take root again 
” therein, 

Mani, a lord or governor. 

Manimuncid, baptifm. 

Mafa, water. 

Maffamambala, the great millet. 

Maflamambuta, Indian wheat. 

Mattari, ftones. 

Melaffo, palm-wine. 

Melaffo Manputo, grape-wine. 

Migna-Migna, a tree good againit poifon. 

Mifangas, glafs-coral. 

Modello, a garment. 

Molecches, a general name among the 
Negroes, 

Mondelli, white. 

Moringo, a flak. 

Muana, a fon or daughter. 

Muccacamas, Negro waiting-maids that 
wait on the Portuguefe women. 

Mulatto, one born of a White and Negro 

* woman. 
Neaffa, a fort of tree. 
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Ncocco, a kind of large beaft. 

Neubanzampuni, wild nutmegs. 

Ngamba, a fort of little drum. 

Nicefi, a fruit with a crucifix marked in 
the middle of it. 

Nfambi, a kind of wind-mufic. 

Oluchuche, an oath among the wizards. 

Pompero, a buyer of flaves, 

Pompo, a market-place. 

Quilumbo, a market. 

Sagoris, little apes or monkeys. 

Somacca, a {mall fhip or fmack. 

Soua, lord of any place. 

Stirfu, the hen. 

Tambi, funeral ceremonies for dead rela- 
tions. . 

Toto, the earth. 

Tubarcos, inhabitants of Brazil. 

Tuberone, a fith not unlike the fhark. 

Tubia, the fire. 

Zabiambunco, God. 

Zacre, a large fpacious river. 

Zerba, an animal like unto a wild male. 

Zimbo, money of fhells. 
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THE 


. STRANGE ADVENTURES 


OF 
ANDREW BATTEL, oF LeicH, In Essex, 
SENT BY THE PORTUGUESE PRISONER TO ANGOLA, 


WHO LIVED THERE, AND IN THE ADJOINING REGIONS, NEAR EIGHTEEN YEARS.* 





Andrew Battel, his Voyage to the River of Plate, who, being taken on the Coaft of Brazil, 
was fent to Angola. 


ys the year 1589, Abraham Cocke, of Limehoufe, began his voyage toward the 

tiver of Plate, with two pinnaces of fifty tuns each: the one was called the May- 
morning, the other the Dolphin. We failed from the river Thames the 2oth of 
April, and the 26th of the fame month we put into Plymouth, where we took in fome 
provifion for the voyage. The 7th of May we put to fea, and with foul weather were 
beaten back again into Plymouth, where we remained certain days, and then proceeded 
on our voyage: and running along the coaft of Spain and Barbary, we put into the 
road of Sanéta {ruz, and there fet our light-horfe-man together, which we carried in 
two pieces; Abraham Cocke made great account thereof, thinking that this boat fhould 
have made his voyage. This done, we put to fea, and running along the coat of 
Guinea, we were becalmed, owing to our being fo near the coaft. 

Here our men fell fick of the feurvy, in fuch fort, that there were very few found ; 
and being within three or four degrees of the equinoctial line, we fell in with the 
Cape de las Palmas, where we had fome refrefhing, wherewith our men recovered. 
The people of the Cape de las Palmas made much of us, faying they would trade with 
us; but it was but to betray us, for they were treacherous, and were like to have taken 
our boat, and hurt fome of our men. Fron this cape, we lay fouth-weft off, but 
the current and the calms deceived us; fo that we were driven down to the iffe of 
St. Thomas, thinking we were farther off to the fea than we were; and being in dif- 
trefs for wood and water, we went in on the fouth end, between San-Tome and the 
" Hlands Das Rolas, where we rode very fmooth, and with our light-horfeeman went 
afhore, thinking to have watered, but we found none in the ifland; here we found 
great ftore of plantains and oranges. We found a village of Negroes, which are fent 
from San Tome, for the Portuguefe of San Tome to ufe when their’ flaves be fick or 
weak, to nd them thither to get their ftrength again, for the iflands are very fruitful ; 
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and though there be no frefh water, yet they maintain themfelves with the wine of the 
palm-trees, Having refrefhed ourfelves with the fruit of this ifland, we burned the 
village; and running on the eaft fide of San Tome, we came before the town, but we - 
durft not come near, for the caftle fhot at us, which hath very good ordnance in it. 
Then we lay eaft by fouth of the main, and in twenty-four hours we had fight of the 
* Cape de Lopo Gonfalves: and being within three leagues of the faid cape, we caft 


about and ftood again toward the ifland of San ‘Tome, and turned upon the weft fide 
of the ifland; and coming to a little river, which runneth out of the mountains, we 
went on fhore with our light-horfe-man, with fix or feven butts to fill with water. But 
the governor had embofked one hundred men of the ifland; and when we were on 
fhore they came upon us and killed one of our men, and hurt another: wherefore we 
retired to our boat, and got aboard. 

Then Abraham Cocke determined to fetch the coaft of Brazil, and lay weft-fouth- 
weft into the fea: and being fome fifty leagues off, we fell into a fcull of dolphins, 
which greatly relieved us, for they followed our fhip all the way, till we fell in with 
the land, which was about thirty days; and running along the coaft of Brazil, till we 
came to Illha Grande, which ftands in five degrees fouthward of the line: we put in 
between the ifland and the main, and hauled our fhips afhore, and wafhed them and 
refrefhed ourfelves, and took in frefh water. In this ifland are no inhabitants, but it is - 
very fruitful, After being here about twelve days there came in a little pinnace, which 
was bound to the river oe Plate, which came to water and get fome refrefhment : and 
prefently we went aboard, and took the Portuguefe merchant out of the pinnace, who 
told Abraham Cocke that within two months there fhould two pinnaces come from the 
river of Plate, from the town of Buenos Ayres. 

From this town there come every year four or five Caravols to Bahia in Brazil, and 
to Angola in Africa: which bring great treafure, and which is tranfported over-land 
out of Peru into the Plate river. Then Abraham Cocke, defirous to make his voyage, 
took fome of the Dolphin’s men into his fhip, and fent the Dolphin home again, 
which had not as yet made any voyage. This Portuguefe merchant took us to a place 
in this iland where there was a banifhed man, who had planted a great many plantains, 
and told us, that we might, with this fruit, go to the Plate river, for our provifions 
were almoft all fpent. 

‘With this hard allowance we departed from this ifland, and were thirty-fix days 
before we came to the Ifle of Lebos Marinos, which lies at the mouth of the river 
Plate, This ifland is half a mile long, and has no frefh water in it, but abounds in feals 
and fea-morfes ; fo much that our light-horfe-man could not get afhore for them, without 

beating them with our oars. The ifland is covered witht them. Upon thefe feals we 

lived about thirty days, lying up and down the river, and were greatly diftreffed for 
want of other food. We then determined to run.up to Buenos Ayres, and with our 
light-horfe-man to take one of the pinnaces that rode at the town. When being fo high 
up the river at the town, we had a great ftorm from the fouth-weft, which drove us 
back again, and forced us to ride under Ifla Verde, that is, the Green Ifland, which 
lies in the mouth of the river on the north fide. 
Uere we were in fuch a diftrefling condition for want of provifion, that we gave over 
_ the voyage, and came to the northward again, to the ifland of St. Sebaftian, lying 
under the tropic of Capricorn. There we went afhore to catch fith, and fome went up 
into the woods to gather fruit, for we were almoft. all famifhed. ‘There was at that 
time a canoe full of Indians, that came from the town of Spiritu Sanéto. Thefe 
Indians landed on the welt fide of the ifland, and came through the woods, and took 
*! five 
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five of us, and carried us to the river Janeiro. After this misfortune, our captain 
Abraham Cocke went to fea, and was never heard of more. 

After we that were taken had remained four-months in the river Janeiro, one Torner 
and I were fent to Angola in Africa, to the city of St. Paul, fituated nine degrees to 
the fouthward of the equinodtial line. Here I was foon taken out of the fhip, and put 
in prifon, and afterwards fent up the river Quanfa, to a garrifon town, a hundred and_ 
thirty miles up that river. After having been there two months, the pilot of the 
peer pinnace died, and 1 was commanded to take her down to the city, where } 
foon fell ill, and lay eight months fo. Here I was much hated, becaufe I was an Eng- 
lifhman. But being at length recovered, Don John Hurtado de Mendoga, who was 
then governor, commanded me to go in a pinnace to a place called Zaire, on the 
river Congo, to trade for elephants’ teeth, wheat, and palm-tree oil. This place is 
fifty leagues from the city to the northward ; at the mouth of the river is an ifland, 
called ifle Calabes, which had at that time a town init. Here we laded our pinnace 
with elephants’ teeth, wheat, and palm-tree oil, and then returned again to the city. 

* 


His trading on the Coa/t ; Offer to efcape, Imprifonment : his fending to Elambo, and Bahia 
Das Vaccas : many frrange Occurrences. : 


THEN I was fent to Longo, which is fifteen leagues to the northward of Zaire, and 
carried {uch commodities as are fit for that place ; fuch as long glafs-beads, round blue 
beads, feed beads, and looking-glaffes; red and blue coarfe cloth, and trifh rugs. 
Here we fold our cloth to great advantage, getting at the rate of three elephants’ teeth, 
which weighed on an average one hundred and twenty pounds, in exchange for one 
yard of cloth. We bought a great quantity of palm-cloth, and elephants’ tails. In a 
little time we laded our pinnace. With my fuccefs in this voyage the governor was 
much pleafed, and promifed me my liberty, if I would ferve him. In this manner I 
continued trading in his pinnace on the coa{t for two years and a half, 

About that time there came a veffel from Holland to the city, the owner of which 
promifed to carry me away ; and when they were ready to depart, 1 went fecretly on 
board, but I was betrayed by fome Portuguefe, who belonged to the veffel, and fetched 
on fhore by the fergeants of the city, and put in prifon, where I lay in irons two 
months, expe@ing the governor would have me put to death; but this expeCtation 
was changed into a fentence of banifhinent for life to the fort of Maffangano, to ferve 
in the conqueft of thofe parts. Here I led a wretched life for the fpace of fix years, 
without any hope of ever feeing the fea again. 

In this. fort were fome Egyptians and Moors, who like myfelf were banifhed here. 
To one of the Egyptians 1 opened my mind, by telling him it were better to venture, 
our lives to effect our liberty, than to live in fuch wretchednefs here; he feemed as 
‘willing as myfelf to make the trial, and likewife told me he would get ten of his com- 
panions, three Egyptians, and feven Portuguefe, to join us. That night we alk met, 
and having taken the beft canoe we could find, went down the river Coanza; and 
having proceeded as far down as Mani Cabech, which is a little lordfhip in the pro- 
vince*of Elambo, we went on fhore with our twelve mufquets, powder, and thot. 
_ Here we funk our canoe that it fhould not be difcovered where we went on fhore. We 
madera little fire in the wood, and roafted fome wheat we had brought from Maffag 
gano, which was all the provifion we had. 

: As 


320 ADVENTURES OF ANDREW BATTEL. 


As foon as it was night we purfued our journey, and travelled the whole night and 
the next day without any water to quench our thirft ; the fecond night we were not 
able to proceed, and were fain to dig and fcrape up roots of trees and fuck them to 
keep life in us. The third day we met with anold Negro, who was travelling to Mani 
Cabech ;_ we bound his hands behind him, and made him lead us the way to the lake 
of Cafanfa; and continued to travel the whole day in extreme heat till we came to the 
Banza, or town of Mani Cafanfa, diftant about twelve leagues from the city of St. 
Paulo. Here we were forced to afk for water, but they would not let us have any; on 
which we determined to make ufe of our fire-arms to obtain it * which they perceiving, 
called their lord Mani Cafanfa, who gave us fome water and fair {peeches, defiring we 
might flay all night, but as this was only to betray us, we immediately departed, and 
got to the lake of Cafanfa, where we refted that night. : 

The fourth night we came to the river which is toward the north, and paffed it with 
great danger, for there are fuch a quantity of crocodiles in this river, as make it dan- 
gerous for a man to come to the river fide where itis deep. The fifth night we came 
to the river Dande, and had travelledefo far to the eaftward that we found ourfelves 
near the Sorras, or mountains of Mantbangono, where a chief lives who makes war 
againit the King of Congo, to whofe territory we were going. Here we paffed the 
river, and refted half the night: and being about two leagues from the river, we met 
with fome Negroes, who afked us where we were going + we told them to Congo; they 
faid we were going wrong, and that they were Mafficangos, and would take us to 
Bamba, where the chief of Bamba lived. We went about three miles with them, but 
perceiving by the fun that we were going wrong, would go no farther that way, and 
turned back to the weftward, on which they ftood before us with their bows and arrows 
ready to fhoot at us. But we being determined to pafs through them, difcharged fix 
mufquets together on them, which killed four, and fo furprifed the reft that they 
retired very precipitately. Neverthelefs they turned back, and followed us four ot five 
miles, and hurt two of our companions with their arrows. The next day we came 
to the borders of Bamba, and continued travelling all that day. At night we could 
hear the furge of the fea. The morning of the feventh day, we faw the captain of the 
city purfuing us with horfemen, and a great number of Negroes. Hereupon the feven 
Portuguefe being terrified, hid themfelves. The four Egyptians and myfelf thought 
to have efcaped, but they followed us fo faft that we were forced to take fhelter in a 
little wood, where they foon difcovered us and fired a volley of {hot at us, which made 
us difperfe. 

Finding myfelf all alone, I bethought myfelf that if the Negroes fhould catch me 
in the woods they would kill me, wherefore thinking to do better with the Portuguefe 
and Mulattoes, I came out of the’ wood with my mufquet charged, making little 
account of my life. The captain knowing we had been twelve, called to me and faid, 
** Fellow-foldier, I have the governor’s pardon, if you will fubmit you fhall receive no 
hurt.” I with my mufquet ready, anfwered him, that I was an Englifhman, and had 
ferved fix years at Maffangano in great mifery; and travelled in company with the 
Egyptians and Portuguefe, but was now alone; “ and rather than be hanged, I will 
die here amongft you.” On which the captain came up to me and faid, “ Deliver 
thy miufquet to one of the foldiers, and I proteft, as I ama gentleman and a foldier, 
to fave thy life, for thy courageous behaviour,” whereupon I gave up my mufquet 
and fubmitted. 

The captain then commanded all the foldiers and Negroes to fearch the woods for 
the others, with orders to bring them out alive or dead. They foon found them, and 
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brought them out. Then they took us to the city of St. Paulo, where the three 
Egyptians and I lay three months in prifon, with collars of iron round our necks, and 
great bolts on our legs, and in other refpects were very hardly ufed. 

About this time the governor fent four hundred men, that were banifhed out of 
Portugal, up into the country of Elambo. About this time I was, by proclamation 
made through the city, banifhed for ever to the Wa, and fent with thefe men to So- 
wonfo, who is a lord that obeyeth the Duke of Bamba; from thence to Samanibanfa, 
and afterwards to Namba Calamba, who is a great lord that refifted us; but we fet fire 
to his town and burned it after which he not only fubmitted but brought three thou- 
fand warlike Negroes to us. From thence we went to Lollancango, a little lord who 
oppofed us ftoutly, but was at length obliged to fubmit; from thence we went to 
Combrecaianga, where we remained two years, during which time we were often en- 
gaged in wars with the neighbouring ftates, which at length we brought to fubmit, 
We were now fifteen thoufand ftrong, and with this force marched to the Outeiro, 
or mountain of Ingombe ; but firft we burned all Ingafia, which was his country, 

_ and then we came to the chief town of Ingombe, which is half a day’s journey to 

o up. 

: This‘lord came upon us with more than twenty thoufand bows, and did us great 
damage ; but returning their affault with our firearms, we made great havock amongft 
them, whereupon he retired up into the mountain, and fent one of his captains to our 
general to fignify that the next day he would obey him. Accordingly the next day 
he entered our camp in great pomp with drums, Petes,eand Pongoes or Waytes, and 
was royally received by us, Here he made great prefents, by which he greatly enriched 
our general, and thofe with him, On the top of the mountain is a great plain very 
fruitful in palm-trees, fugar-canes, potatoes, and other things; befides great quan. 
tities of lemon and orange trees. In this place is a tree called Engeriay, which bears 
a fruit as big as a Pome-water, and contains a {tone which is a remedy for the windy 
cholic, which was not known to the Portuguefe. Here is alfoa river of freth water 
that {prings out of the mountain, and runs through the town. After having ftaid here 
five days we marched up the country, continuing to burn and deftroy for the {pace of 
fix weeks; and then returned to Engombe again with a great quantity of flaves, fheep, 
and goats, befides a great many Margarite-ftones which pafs as current money through 
the country. Here we pitched our camp, a league. from this pleafant mountain, and 
remained there twelve months. Here F received a fhot in my right leg, and many 
Portuguefe and Mulattoes were carried to the city to be cured. 

The governor then fent a frigate to the fouthward, with fixty foldiers, among which 
number I was one, with all kind of commodities, We turned up to the fouthward, 
till we came into twelve degrees, where we found a fair fandy bay. Here the people 
brought us cows, fheep, shear and beans; but we did not ftop long here, but went 
to Babia das Vaccas, that is the Bay of Cows, but which the Portuguele call Babia 
de Torre, becaufe it has a rock like a tower. Here we rode on the north fide of the 
rocks in a fandy bay; and during our ftay, bought a great number of cows and theep, 
which latter are much bigger than our Englifh fheep. We likewife purchafed fome 
copper; alfo a kind of fweet wood called Cacongo, which the Portuguefe much 
efteem} aad alfo a great quantity of wheat and beans. Having laden our bark, we - 
fent her home, but fifty of us ftaid on fhore, where we made a finall.fort of rafters of 
wood, asa fafeguard again{t the treachery of the people, who are not to be trufted. 
In the courle of feventeen days, we had collected five hundred head of cattle... Soon 
alter, the governor fent three fhips to take us and our cargoes to the city. 
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‘ In this bay many fhips may ride with fafety, and refrefh. The Portuguefe carracks 
have of late failed along the coaft, and come to the bay of this city to water and refrefh 
themfelves. ‘The people are called Endallanbondos, who being under the reftraint of 
no laws, are very treacherous; which makes it very neceflary for thofe who deal with 
them to be very much upon their guard. They are fuch great cowards, that thirty or 
forty men may go up the country and drive down whole herds of cattle, without any 
danger of oppofition from them. ‘We purchafed the cattle with blue glafs-beads of 
about an inch long, which are called Mopindes, and paid athe rate of about fifteen 
of them for one cow. : 

This province is called Dombe, and has a ridge of high Sierras or mountains, that 
ftretch from the mountains or Sierras of Cambambe, in which are mines lying along 
the coaft, fouth and by weft. Here is alfo'a great quantity of fine copper, but they 
work no more than they want for themfelves. The men wear fkins about their 
middles, and beads about their necks. They ufe bows and arrows, and darts of iron. 
They are beaftly in their manner of living. 

Their women wear a ring of copper about their necks, which weighs fifteen pounds at 
the leaft, about their arms little rings of copper, that reach to their elbows, about their 
middles a cloth made of the Infandie tree, which is neither {pun or wove, and ‘on their 
legs rings of copper that reach to the calves of their legs. 


* 


« 

Difcovery of the Gagas, their Wars, Man-eating; overrunning Countries: bis Trade 
with them, betraying, efcape to them, and livin; with them, with many flrange Ad- 
ventures: and alfo the Rites and Manner of Life obferved by the Jagges or Gagas, 
which no Chriftian but this Author could ever be acquainted with before. 


IN our fecond voyage, turning up along the coaft, we came to the Morro, or cliff, 
of Benguela lying in twelve’ degrees of fouth latitude. Here we faw a mighty cape 
of men on the fouth-fide of the river Coua: and being defirous of knowing what they 
were, we went on fhore in our boat, and prefently there came to the number of five 
hundred of them to us to the water-fide. On our afking them who they were, they 
told us they were the Gagas, or Gindes, that came from the Sierra de Leon, and 
paffed through the city of Congo; and travelled to the eaftward of the great city of 
Angola, which is called Dongo. The great Gaga, their general, came down to the 
water-fide to fee us: for he had never feen any white man before. He afked, where- 
fore we came; we told him we came to trade upon the coaft: on which he bid us 
welcome, and invited us to come on fhore with our merchandize. In the courfe of 
feven days we laded our fhips with the flaves we purchafed, which did not coft us more 
than a rial each, which in the city would be worth twelve millie-reys, 

Being ready to go away, the great Cop requefted us to lend him our boat fo take 
him and his men acrofs the river Coua, for he was determined to overrun the realm 
of Benguela which lay at the north-fide of that river, to which we confented, and 
went with him to his camp, which was entrenched with pales of wood. We had 
houfes and other accommodation provided for our reception. ; 

The next morning, before day, the general had his Gongo, which is an inftrument of 
war like a bell, founded, and made an oration with a loud voice, accompanied with 
{uch courageous and vehement fpeeches, as could hardly be expeCted among fuch 
heathen people, declaring that he would deftroy the Benguelas: which fpeech had fuch 
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to the river-fide, where he had-provided Gigangos ; fuch was their ardour that the 
general was obliged to ufe force to reftrain it and Keep them back. We carried .over 
eighty men at.a.time, and with our mufquets beat off. thofe who attempted to oppofe 
our landing, in which attempt fome were flain: and about twelve o’clock all the Gagas 
had got over. i 

Then the general commanded all his drums, Tauales, Gongos, and other warlike in- 
ftruments, to ftrike up, and give the onfet, which was made with fuch vehemence, 
that the Benguelas were forced to give way and turn their backs, A great num- 
ber were flain, and the réft, including women and children, made captives. Their 
leader the Prince Hombyangymbe, with more than a hundred of his chiefs, were 
killed, and their heads preferited to the great Gaga. The dead bodies were eaten ; 
for thefe Gagas are great cannibals and man-eaters, ; 

They then took poffeffion of the country, and fettled in it. We traded with them 
five months, by which we were great gainers. “But they were not contented to ftay in 
Benguela, though they were in want of nothing’ but palm-wine, for here there grow 
no palm-trees. 

At the expiration of five months they marched towards the province of Bambala to 
a great lord who is called Calicanfamba, whofe territory is five days’ journey up the 
country. In the courfe of thefe five months we made three voyages to the city of 
St. Paul, but on our geturn the fourth time we found they had left it. ; 

But being unwilling to reap no benefit from our voyage, we refolved to go up the 
country after them. For this purpofe fifty of us went on fhore, leaving our fhip riding 
in the bay of Benguela to wait for us till our return, After marching two days up the 
country, we came to a great lord called Mofarigofat, where we found the firft town we 
came to had been burnt by the Gagas, after having plundered it. To this Mofarigofat 
we fent a Negro we had bought of the Gagas to fay that he was left with us to take us to 
the camp. He bid us welcome through fear of the great Gaga, but delayed the time 
till the great Gaga had left his country. He then began to ufe delays to detain us, in 
hopes of making us ufeful to him in his wars: for never having feen any white people 
before, nor fire arms, he was in hopes from what he had heard, with our affiftance to 
make himfelf very powerful. Finding ourfelves thus fituated we confented, and by 
our means he overcame all his enemies, and returned to his town again, where we de- 
fired him to let us go away ; but this he refufed except we would promife to return, 
and in the mean-time leave a white man with him as a fecurity. 

The Portuguefe and Mulattoes being defirous of getting away, it was propofed to 
caft lots who fhould ftay ; but many of them would not agree to it. At length they 
concluded to leave me, being a fingle Englifhman, which, through neceffity, I was 
obliged to comply with. ‘They left me a mufquet, powder, and fhot ; promifing that 
in two months they would come back, and bring a hundred men to affift him in his 
wars, and to trade with him; but all thefe promifes were only made to get out of 
his hands, for they were all afraid of being detained as prifoners. Here I remained 
till the two months were expired, at the end of which time the others not returning I 
was very hardly ufed. 

The chief men of the town were for putting me to death, but the lord of the town 
would not confent to it, ftill hoping the others would return. Some time after I was - 
given my liberty : for fome time I went from place to place fhifting,for myfelf as well 
as I could; but fearing they might at laft put me to death J ran away, purpofing to 
endeayour to find my way to the Gagas camp. ; 
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. ‘Having fet out and travelled the whole night, the next morning I came to a large 
town fituated in a thicket. I was takes before the Lord Cathil, followed by a great 
concourfe of people who had never feen a white man before, Here I found fome of 
the great Gagas men, whom I was very glad to fee. vo 

The name of this town is Cafhil; it is fo overrun with Alicondo, cedar, and palm- 
trees, that the ftreets are darkened by them. In the middle of the town ftands an 
image the fize of a man; it ftands about twelve feet from the ground ; and_at the feet 
of this image is a circle of elephants’ teeth, pitched into the ground: and upon thefe 
teeth are placed a great quantity of the fculls of men which are killed inthe wars, and 
offered to this image: at the feet of it palm-wine and goat’s blood are poured as an 
offering. This image is called Quefango. The people have great belief in it, and 
{wear by it; and think, when they are ill, Quefango is offended with them. In many 
other parts of the town were {mall images with elephants’ teeth piled over them. 

The ftreets of the town were paled with palm-canes in a very orderly manner. 
The houfes were in the form of a bee-hive, and hung infide with mats very curioufly 
wrought. On the fouth-eaft.fide of the town was a Mokefo, which had more than 
three tons of elephants’ teeth piled over it. 

Being in fear of my life here, I left the town in company with the Gagas men, and 
travelled with them two days, at the end of which we came to Calicanfamba, where 
the great Gaga lay encamped. He bid me welcome to him. Agnong thefe cannibals 
I was willing to flay, hoping they might travel fo far to the weftward till we thould 
come to the fea again, and be able to make my efcape from them by means of fome 
veffel. They remained here four months, having great abundance of cattle, corn, 
wine, and oil; continually triumphing, drinking, dancing, and eating men’s fleths 
this laft was a forrowful fight to me. 

‘At the end of the four months they marched towards the Sierras or high mountains 
of Cafhindcabar, which have large mines of copper in them: in their way they 
plundered and took every thing they liked. From thence they proceeded to the river 
Longa, which they paffed, and fettled themfelves in the town of Calango, where they 
remained five ot fix months. From thence they went to the province of Tondo, and 
came to the river Gonfa, and marched on the fouth-fide of it to a lord that was called 
Makellacolonge, not far from the great city of Dongo. Here we paffed over very 
high mountains, and found it very cold. 

Having now {pent fixteen months among thefe cannibals, they marched to the weft- 
ward again, and going along the river Gonfa, or Gunza, we came to a lord called 
Shillambanfa, uncle to the King of Angola. They burned his chief town, which, ac- 
cording to their manner, was very fumptuoufly built. This place we found very plea- 
fant and fruitful, and in it faw great quantities of peacocks, flying among the trees as 
well as other birds. The old Lord Shillambanfa was buried in the middle of the town, 
and had an hundred tame peacocks kept upon his grave: which peacocks he gave to 
his Mokefo, and they were called Angello Mokefo, that is, the devil’s or idol’s birds, 
and were accounted as holy things. ‘There was great quantity of copper, cloth, and 
many other things laid upon his grave, according to the cuftom of the country. 

From this place we marched to the weftward, along the river Coanza, and came 
right to the Sierras or mountains of Cambande, or Sierras de Prata, where there is 
a perpendicular water-fall, which makes fuch a noife as to be heard at thirty miles 
diftance. We then entered the province of Cafama, and came to one of the greateft 
lords, who was called Langere. He obeyed the great Gaga, and took us to a lord called 
Cafoch, who was a great warrior, who had about feven years before overcome the 
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Portuguefe, and killed eight hundred of them and forty thoufand Negroes who fided 
with them.* This lord courageoufly with{tood the Gagas in a great battle they fought 
the firit day; after which we made.a fconce or fence of trees after the manner of the 
country, We remained at war four months with thefe people. . I was fo highly efteem- 
ed by the great Gaga on account of the execution I did with my mufquet, that I 
could have any thing I defired of him: and when we went out to battle, he would 
give charge to his people to be as careful of me as poflible, in confequence of which 
orders they would very often carry me in their arms to fave my life. . In this place we 
were within three days journey of Maffangona, before-mentioned, where the Portugnefe 
have a fort. os 

‘There were in the Gagas camp twelve captains, the firft called Imbe Calandola their 
general, a man of great courage. He makes war by enchantment, and takes the devil’s 

counfel in all his exploits, to whom he -is continually making facrifices, by which 
means he knows, or at leaft pretends to know, what fhall come to pafs. He believes 
his death will only happen in battle. They worthip no images, but make ufe of certain 
fuperftitious ceremonies. He has very ftri&t laws for the government of his foldiers, 
for thofe who fhew themfelves cowards by turning their backs to the enemy are put 
to death, and their flefh eaten. On the eve of a battle the general, mounted: on a 
fcaffold, makes a warlike oration which encourages his people very much, a 

It is the cuftom of thefe people wherever they pitch their camp, though it be but 
for one night, to built a fort or barricade with wood, one part of the army being em- 
ployed in cutting down trees for that purpofe, which the other carries away and eretts 
the fort with. This fort is ereéted in a circular form with twelve ates to it, and each 
gate guarded by one of the twelve captains, with his foldiers ; and in the middle of 
the fort is the general’s houfe, well entrenched round about. They build their houfes 
. very clofe together ; and their bows, arrows, and darta, ftand out of doors; and on 
any alarm they run to their arms, Every company at their gate keep very good watch 
in the night, beating their drums and Tauales. 
They tell of a river lying to the fouthward of the bay of Vaccas that has great qnan- 

tities 6f gold in it, of which they have gathered a great deal from the fand which the 
"heavy rains wath down; with fome of this gold the handles of their hatchets were 
ornamented, thefe ornaments being carved with copper ; they even call the ornaments 
copper, not feeming to make much account of the gold. 

‘They like no country but that which abounds in palm-trees, of the fruit and wine of 
which they are great lovers, From the palm-trees they alfo have their oif. ‘They take the 
wine in a different manner from what the Jambandos do, who have a way of getting to - 
the top of the tree without touching it, and draw the wine from thence in bottles. 
Thefe trees are about fix or feven fathoms high, and have no leaves but at the top. 
But the Gagas cut the trees down by the roots, which lay ten days in that manner 
before they yield any wine, at the end of which time they make a fquare hole in the 
top and heart of the tree; from whence they draw a quart morning and evening, 
during the {pace of twenty-fix days, when the tree dries up. : 

When they fettle in any country, they cut down as many palrm-trees ag will ferve 
them for a' month ; and then as many more, fo that ina fhort time they impoverifh 
the country, which they then quit, for they {tay no longer in a place than it will afford 
them the means of living ; they then leave it and feek a freth place. In harveft time 
they feek out the moft fruitful part of the country, reap the corn, and take the cattle; 
for they will neither fow nor plant, nor be at the trouble of bringing up cattle for 
themfelves ; depending on war for a fupply of what they want. When they come te 
any 
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any country they cannot overcome the firft day, they build their fort, and remain a 
month or more quiet, the general holding it for a maxim, that by doing # he injures 
the inhabitants as much as if he made war on them, infomuch that many times the 
inhabitants of the country will come and attack them at their fort; on which occafions 
the Gagas will not only defend themfelves bravely, but egg the others on for the fpace 
of two or three days. At length, when the general thinks he has a good opportunity 
of returning the attack, he will previoufly fend fecretly out a thoufand or more of his 
men to lay in ambufh; then the Gaga marches out with his remaining force, as it were 
to attack their town, which the others perceiving march out to attack him; on which 
the Gaga, by the found of drums, &c. orders thofe in ambufcade to attack the enemy 
in the rear, who finding themfelves thus unexpectedly attacked behind, generally be- 
come an eafy prey to the fuperior addrefs and courage of the other party. The confe- 
quence of which is, the country becoming an eafy prey to the victors. 

The great Gaga Calando has long hair, embroidered with many knots full of Bamba 
fhells of a very rich fort, and about his neck a collar of Mafoes, another fort of thells 
found upon that coaft, and which are fold amongit them at the rate of twenty fhillings 
a fhell: and about his middle he wears Landes, which are beads made of oftriches’ 
eggs, befides a palm-cloth as fine as filk. His body is carved and cut in various marks, 
and every day anointed with the fat of human beings. He wears a piece of copper 
acrofs his nofe, two inches long ; and likewife in his ears. His body is always painted 
red and white. He has twenty or thirty wives who follow him when he goes abroad ; 
one of them carries his bow and arrows, and four others his cups with drink ; and 
when he drinks they all kneel down, clap their hands, and fing. 

The women wear their hair tied, and ftuck full of Bamba-thells ; and are anointed 
with civet. They draw out four of their teeth, two above, and two underneath 5 this 
they reckon an addition to their beauty, and thofe of them who do not do this are 
loathed by the reft, and not allowed to eat or drink with them. They wear great 
quantities of beads about their necks, arms, ‘and legs; and about their middles, filk, 

The women are very fruitful, but they enjoy none of their children, for as foon as 
a woman is delivered, the child is immediately buried alive ; fo that thofe peoplé have 
no children of their own. But when they conquer a town, they take the boys and 
girls of thirteen or fourteen years of age, and bring them up and adopt them as their 
own: but the men and women they kill and eat. ‘The boys they train up to war, and 
hang collars about their necks as a mark, which is not taken off till the wearer has 
proved himfelf a man by bringing an enemy’s -head to the general ; then the coMar is 
taken off and he becomes free, and is called Gonfa, or foldier: this makes them not 
only courageous but defperate, in order to become free and reckoned men. In the whole 
camp. there were but twelve natural Gagas, and thofe were their captains ; and four- 
teen or fifteen women. It is about fifty years or more, fince they came from Sierra de 
Leon, their native country. Their camp is compofed of fixteen thoufand flrong, or 
more fometimes. ; 

When the great Gaga Calandola undertakes any great enterprize againft the inha- 
bitants of any country, he makes a facrifice to the devil, in the morning before fun- 
rife, in the following manner : — He fits on a ftool, with a man witch on each fide of 
him, with forty or fifty women ftanding round him, holding ineach hand a Zeueras, 
or wild-horfe’s tail, which they flourifh, finging at the fame time: behind them are a 
great number of Petes, Ponges, and drums continually playing. In the midft of them 
is a great fire, on which is an earthen pot with white powders in it, with which the 
men-witches paint the great Gaga’s forehead, temples, acrofs the belly, and: breaft, 
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during which operation they make ufe of long ceremonial and enchanting ‘fpeeches. 
In this’ marffier they continue till fun-fet, when the enchanters or witches bring the 
great Gaga’s Cafengala, which refembles a hatchet, put it into his hand, and bid ‘him 
be ftrong againft his enemies, for his Mokefo is with him. Then a male child is 
brought which the great Gaga kills; then four men are brought before him, two of 
which, as it happens, he alfo kills; and the other two he orders to be killed outfide 
the fort. 

When they bury the dead, they make a vault in the ground with a feat in it; the 
dead body has his hair ornamented, his body wafhed and anointed with fweet powders, 
and his beft apparel put on, and is brought in this manner between two men, and 
placed on the feat in the vault, as if he were alive. He has two of his wives put with 
him with their arms broken, and then the vault is covered up. In this manner the 
inhabitants are buried, and have the greateft part of their goods buried with them; and 
every month there is a meeting of the kindred of the dead man, who mourn and fing 
doleful fongs at his grave for the fpace of three days; they kill goats, and pour the 
blood, and palm-tree wine, upon the grave. They ufe this ceremony as long as any 
of the kindred of the deceafed be alive. Thofe who have no kindred think themfelves 
unhappy when alive, becaufe they fhall have none to mourn for them after their deceafe. 
Thefe people are very kind one to another when in health, but in ficknefs abhor each 
other, and thofe in health will have no communication with the fick. 

At length the men-witches ordered me away, becaufe I was a Chriftian; for the 
devil had ordered it fo. On this occafion, five cows were ordered to be killed within 
the fort, and five without, with a like number of goats and dogs, and the blood of 
them fprinkled on the fire; then the flefh of them is eaten with great feafting and 
triumph. And this ceremony is ufed many times by all the captains of their army. 

I found means to get to the afore-mentioned Portuguefe, with fome merchant-ne- 
gtoes who came to the camp to buy flaves. 


His Return to the Portuguefe ; Invafions of divers Countries ; Abufe ; Flight from them, 
living in the Woods feveral Months ; his frrange Boat, and coming to Loango. 


HAVING left, the Gagas, I came to Maffangano, where the Portuguefe have a gar- 
rifoned town. Jn this town was a new governor, named Sienor Juan Continbo, who 
had orders to get poffeflion of the mountains of Cambamba, in which were mines. To 
perform this fervice, the King of Spain had allowed him feven years’ cuftom, of all 
the flaves and goods that were carried thence to the Weft-Indies, Brazil, or elfewhere ; 
on condition that he fhould build three caftles; one at Demba where the falt-mines 
are, another in Cambamba, where the falt-mines are, and the third in Babia das Vac- 
cas, or the Bay of Cows. ‘This gentleman was fo bountiful at his arrival, that his 
fame was {pread though all Congo, and many Mulattoes and Negroes came voluntarily 
to ferve him. After having been about fix months in the city, he marched to the Ou- 
taba of Tombe, and there fhipped his foldiers in pinnaces, and went up the river Confa 
or Coanza, and landed at the Outaba of Songo, fixy miles from the fea. This lord 
Songo is next to Demba, where the falt-mines are, which contain fuch quantities of 
falt, that the greateft part of the country is clear falt, free from any earth mixed with 
it. It lies under the furface of the earth about three feet like ice: they cut it out in 
blocks of about a yard long, and carry it up into the country, and is the beft com- 
modity that can be taken to traffic with. j 

11 Here 
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Here the governor ftaid ten days, and fent a pinnace to Maffangano, fogall the beft 
foldiers. that were there. The captain of the caftle fent me down among 2 hundred 
foldiers. 1 was taken notice of by the governor, who ufed me very well, and made me a 
ferjeant in a Portuguefe company. He then marched to Machimba, from thence to 
Cauo, and then to Malambe, a great lord. Here we ftaid four days, and were joined 
by many lords. From thence we marched to a mighty lord called Auyoykayongo, 
who ftocd in his defence with an army of more than fixty thoufand men. The two 
armies gave battle, and the victory remained with us. We made great flaughter among 
them, and took all the women and children captive, and got poffeffion of the town 
in which we fettled, finding it very pleafant, and full of cattle and’ provifions. At the 
end of eight days our governor fell fick and died, leaving a captain to command in his 
room. 

After having remained here about two months, we marched towards Cambamba, 
which was three days’ journey, and came right againft the Sierras de Prata, and paffed 
the river Coanza, over-ran the country, and built a fort by the river-fide. -Here | 
ferved two years. They opened the filver-mines, which yielded but a {mall quantity 
of filver. The new governor was very cruel to his foldiers, fo that all the volunteers 
left him, which prevented his proceeding any farther. About this time news was 
brought by fome Jefuits that the Queen of England was dead, and that King James 
had made peace with Spain. On which I prefented a petition to the governor, who 
confented I fhould return to my native country ; as he and his train were going to the 
city of St. Paul, I went with them. 

The governor left five hundred foldiers in the fort of Cambamba, which they ftill 
hold. I then went with a Portuguefe merchant to the province of Bamba, and from 
thence to the Onteiro or city, ftanding on a mountain of Congo, from thence to Gon- 
gon and Balta; where we fold our commodities, and after an abfence of fix months 
returned to the city again ; from whence I purpofed to have taken fhip for Spain, and 
from thence home to England. But the governor retraéted his word, and ordered me 
to be ready in two days to go on another expedition to Auyoykayongo. As this go- 
vernor had ferved his three years, and another was expected every day, I determined to 
abfent myfelf till the new governor’s arrival, and then return 3 as every new governor on 
his arrival makes proclamation for all deferters and others to return with free pardon, 

That night I left the city with two Negro boys I had, who carried my mufquet, five 
pounds of powder, a hundred bullets, and what little ftore of provifion I could collect. 
By the morning I had got about twenty miles from the city, by the fide of the river 
Bengo. Here I ftayed fome days, and then paffed the river, and came to the river 
Dande, lying to the northward on the way to St. Paul, with the intention of hearing 
news from thence, for which purpofe I fent one of my Negroes to enquire of thofe 
who paffed about the new governor, who brought me word to a certainty that the 
new governor fhould not come this year. I was now put to my shifts, whether I 
would return to the city and be hanged, for I had run away twice, or conceal myfelf 
in the woods. I determined on the latter, and lived in that manner a month, between 
the rivers Dande and Bengo; I then went again to Bengo, to Mani Kafwea, paffed 
over the river, and went to the lake of Cafanfa, about which is the greateft quantity 
of wild beafts, in any part of Angola. Near this lake I ftayed fix months, living upon 
dried fleth, fuch as deer, roebucks, &c. which I killed with my mufquet, and dried 
the flefh as the favages do, upon a hurdle three feet from the ground, making under- 
neath a great fire, and laying upon the flefh green boughs which keep the fmoke and 
heat of the fire down and dry it, I made my fire with tan Mile Qoeee wo aoe 
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do. Sometimes my aa boys procured me fome Guinea wheat from the inhabitants, 
in exchange for pieces of dried fifh. The lake of Cafanza abounds with fith of various 
forts; I have taken up a fifh called Somb, which skipped out of the water on fhore, 
four feet long. - Thus, after having lived fix months on dried fifth and fleth, and feeing 
no likelihood of an end to my fufferings, I endeavoured to hit upon fome means of 
getting away. ig 

In this lake are many iflands full of trees called Membre, which are as light and as: 
foft as cork. Of thefe trees, by the help of a knife I had of the favages, I made a 
Jergado in the fafhion of a boat, nailed it with wooden pegs, and railed it all round 
to prevent the fea wafhing me out, and with a blanket I had I made a fail, I likewile 
made three oars for rowing. Thus equipped, my two Negroes and I ventured our- 
felves upon the lake, which is eight miles over, and rowed to the river Bengo, and 
going: down twelve leagues with the current to the bar, which is dangerous to pals, 
owing to the roughnefs of the fea; but having paffed it fafely, rowed into the fea, and 
failed along the coaft, which I was very well acquainted with, intending to go to the 
kingdom of Longo lying to the north: pafling the night at fea, next day I faw a’ 
pinnace failing before the wind from the city. When we came clofe together I found 
the mafter of her to be one of my old friends, and meffmates. He was bound to San 
Thome, and out of friendfhip took me in, and fet me on fhore at the port of Longo, 
where I remained three years, and got into great favour with the King, owing to my 
killing him deer and wild-fowl with my gun. 


Of the Province of Engoy, and other Regions of Loango, with the Manners and Cuftoms of 
the King and People. ; 


FROM the point of the Palmar, which lies at the north fide of the river Zaire, is the 
port of Cabenda five leagues northward, where many fhips water and refrefh. This 
place is called Engoy, and is the firft province of Longo. It is full of woods,and 
thickets. Seven leagues northward of this, is the river Cacongo ; a very pleafant and 
fruitful place. Here is a great quantity of elephants’ teeth: and a boat of ten tuns may 
go up the river. 

‘The Mombales carry on great trade here, pafling the river Zaire in the night, it 
being then calm; ‘and take great quantities of elephants’ teeth to the town of Mani 
Sonna, and fell them at the port of Pinda to the Portuguefe or other ftrangers. 

Four leagues from Cacongo is the river of Caye, or Longo Leuges. The town of 
Caye is one of the four feats of Longo: and then the Angra, or Gulf das Almadias. 
In this gulf or bay are a great number of canoes and fifhermen, owing to the fea being 
{moother here than on the coaft. And two leagues northward is the port of Longo, 
which is a fandy bay, in which a fhip may ride within mufquet-thot of the hore, in four 
or five fathom water. 

‘The town of Mani‘Longo is three miles from the water-fide, and ftands on a great 
plain. - The houfes of the town are built under palm and plantain trees. The ftreets 
are very wide and long, and always kept clean fwept. The King refides on the weft 
fide, and in the front is a plain, where he affembles his people, on occafions of feaft- 
ing, making war, &c. From this plain runs a very wide ftreet in,which is held a 
market every day, : 

Their merchandize confifts of palm-cloths of various forts ; cattle, fith, fowls, wine, 
oil, and corn.’ Here is alfo very fine logwood for dying, the root of which is reckoneg 
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the beft for that purpofe ; alfo Molangos or copper. They have likewife great ftore 
of elephants” teeth,.but thefe are not fold m the market. The King: has ten great 
houfes,: but is never feen but in one, which he comes to in the afternoon. This houfe 
is very large, and at twelve o’clock is full of his great men. They fit upon carpets on 
the ground. Gembe the laft King never ufed to fee or fpeak to people till night: but 
the prefent one on the contrary does it by day. He pafies moft of his time with his 
wives, When he has entered the houfe and is feated on a fort of throne, they clap 
their hands, and falute him, faying, in their language, “ Byane, Pembie, Ampola, 
Moneya, Quefinge !” 

On the fouth-fide of the King’s dwelling is a row of houfes in a circular form, where 
his wives live; within this circuit no man dares enter under pain of death. In this 
place he has a hundred and fifty wives or more. If any man be found within the cir- 
cuit of this building, even fpeaking to a woman, they are both brought to the market- 
place and their heads cut off, their bodies quartered, and lie expofed one day in the 
market-place. Gembe the laft King had four hundred children by his women. 

When the King has a mind to drink, he hasa cup of wine brought ; he that brings 
it has a bell in his hand, and as foon as he has delivered the cup to the King, he turns 
his face from him and rings the bell, on which all prefent fall down with their faces to 
the ground, and continue fo till the King has drank. * This would be a dangerous 
teremony for any ftranger, not acquainted with the law, to be prefent at, which law is, 
that whoever fee the King drink fhall die. The King’s own fon, a boy of twelve years 
old, having inadvertently feen the King drink, immediately the King ordered him to 
be finely apparelled and feafted, after which he ordered him to be cut in quarters, and 
carried about the city ; with a proclamation that he had feen the King drink. His 
eating is much in the fame ftyle, ‘for which he has a houfe on purpofe, where his 
vidtuals are fet upon a Benfa or table: which he goes to, and thuts the door ; when he 
‘has done, he knocks and comes out. So that none ever fee the King eat or drink. For 
it is believed that if any one fhould, the King fhall immediately die. : 

The King is honoured among them as though he were a God: and is called Sambee 
and Pango, which mean God. They believe he can let them have rain when he likes ; 
and once a year, in December, which is the time they want rain, the people come to 
beg of him to grant it to them, on this occafion they make him prefents, and none 
come empty handed. He then appoints a day, when all the chiefs of his kingdom 
come to this meeting with all their troops, drefled and appointed as they are when they 
goto war. When they are all come, the King comes forth into a fpacious place, wherc 
a carpet of fine enfaeks, wrought like velvet and about fifteen fathoms in circuit, is 
fpread; and upon this carpet a feat raifed about a fathom from the ground. ‘Then 
one of the chiefs comes forward with his bow and arrows, and fhews his kill in the 
ufe of them, and then has fome merry conceit or jeft to play off to the King, kneeling 
at his feet fome time; for which the King thanks him. The reft of the chiefs do the 
fame thing. After which the King commands his Dembes or drums, fome of them 
fo heavy that a man can hardly carry one, others not fo large, to ftrike up. He has 
alfo great Pongos, which are his waiters, made of the largeft elephants’ teeth, hollowed 
and fcraped thin, which play alfo; and all together make a moft hideous noife. After 
they have paffed fome time in this manner, the King rifes and ftands upon his throne, 
taking a bow and arrows, and lets fly up in the air; there is then great rejoicing for 
the reft of that day in hopes of having rain, which fometimes happens. I was prefent 
once at this ceremony, 2nd as it happened they had abundance of rain the fame day, 
which ferved-to confirm the people in their fuperttitious belief. 2 
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Sometimes there happens, though very rarely, to be born in this country @ white 
child of Negro parents ; when this is the cafe, the child is prefented to the King, and 
is called Dondos: thefe children are brought up and initiated in the mytteries of witch- 
craft, and are always with the King. Of thefe are compofed the King’s witches. No 
one dares offend or meddle with thefe Dondos, in fuch awe do the people ftand of 
them ; and at market or elfewhere they may take what they pleafe without payment. 
The King of Longo has four of them. 

The King is alfo a witch, and believes in two idols which are in Longo; the one is 
called Mokefo 4 Longo, and the other Checocke. This lait is a little black image, 
and ftands in a little houfe at a village called Kinga, at the landing-place of Longo. 
The houfe in which the former is kept ftands in the high-way, and thofe who pafs by 
clap their hands as a mark of adoration or belief in the image. Craftfmen, fifhermen, 
and others, make offerings to this idol, that it may be propitious to them in their under- 
takings. This Checocke comes fometimes in the night, and haunts fome even of his 
beft friends; fometimes a man, fometimes a woman, or a boy, whichever it happens 
to be, is frantic for fome hours; and whatever the frantic perfon fays, is fuppofed to 
be the will of Checocke, and upon this occafion there is a great feafting and dancing. 

At Kinga there is another Mokefo called Gomberi, which is a woman’s name, and 
is kept ina houfe where an old witch lives, who is called Ganga Gomberi, which 
means the prieft of Gomberi. Here once a year a feaft is made, and Ganga Gom- 
beri {peaks from under-ground. I have afked the Negroes what it is, who have told 
me that it is a {trong Mokefo that is come to abide with Checocke. 

The children of this country are born white, but change their colour in two days’ 
time to a perfe& black. For example, the Portuguefe who dwell in the kingdom of 
Congo, have fometimes children by the Negro women, and many times the father is 
deceived, thinking when the child is born it is his, but within two days it proves the 
child of a Negro man, which isa great difappointment to the Portuguefe, for they 
rejoice very much when their children turn out to be Mulattoes, even though they be 
baftards. 

The-town of Longo ftands in the middle of the four governments, and is governed 
by four chiefs, which are fons of the King’s fifters; for the King’s fons never come to 
be Kings, The firft is Mani Cabango, the fecond Mani Salag, the third Mani Boek, 
the fourth Mani Cay, who is to be King, and has his court and train as a prince, 
Immediately on the death of the King he affumes the dignity, when Mani Boek takes 
his place, Mani Salag that of Boek, and Mani Cabango that of Salag. All thefe wait 
to be King in their turn. The mother of thefe princes is called Mani Lombo, and 
looked on as the firft woman in the kingdom. She chufes a hufband, and when tired 
of him puts him away, and takes another. Her children are highly honoured; and _ 
people, as they pafs them, clap their hands, which is the higheft mark of refped in the 
country. Thefe governments confift of fine champain ground, full of corn and fruit. 
‘The people make a great quantity of very fine and curious palm-cloth. They are 
never idle, for even as they go along the ftreets they make caps of needle-work. 

Two leagues from the town of Longo, at a place called Longeri, the Kings are 
buried. It is encompaffed round with elephants’ teeth pitched in the ground like a 
paling, and is ten roods in compais. : 

‘They fuffer no white man to be buried in the land, and if any Portuguefe or other 
White who comes here in the courfe of trade, dies, his body is carried in a boat two 
miles from the fhore, and thrown into the fea. There was a Portuguefe gentleman 
who came to trade with them, and had a houfe on the fea-fhore; this gentleman died 
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and was fuffered to be buried; at the end of about four months after, which was in De- 
cember ; it not happening to,rain, their Mokefo told them it was owing tothe Chriftian 
having been buried amongft them, and ordered his remains to be taken up and thrown 
into the fea; and three days after it rained, which circumftance ferved to confirm their 


belief in the devil. 


Of the Provinces of Bongo, Calongo, Mayombo, Manikefocke, Matimbas ; of the Ape- 
monfter Pongo, their Hunting, Idolatries ; and divers other Obfervations. 


TO the ealtward of Longeri is the province of Bongo, bordering on Mococke, the 
great Angeca is King of this province. In it is great quantity of iron, palm-cloth, and 
elephants’ teeth, alfo great plenty of corn. ‘To the north-eaft is the province of Cango, 
fourteen days’ journey from the town of Longo. This province is very mountainous, 
and rocky; very woody, with a great quantity of copper. ‘The elephants’ teeth of 
this place are of a fuperior quality, and in fuch great quantities that the people of Lon- 
go fetch a great deal from thence. : 

Three leagues to the northward of Longo is the river Quelle, on the north fide of 
which lies the province Calongo. It is an open champain country, with the greateft 
part of it under tillage, and produces great plenty of corn, likewife very fine honey. 
In it are two {mall villages, which. ferve as marks to diftinguifh the port of Longo. 
Fifteen miles northward lies the river Nombo. This river is fo fhallow that there is 
no navigation on it. This province towards the eaft borders upon Bongo; and to the 
north on Mayombo, which is nineteen leagues from Longo, along the coatt. 

The province of Mayombo is fo overgrown with wood, that one may travel twenty 
days in the fhade, without being the leaft incommoded by fun or heat. “ They have no 
tillage or grain of any fort, nor any kind of tame cattle or fowls, the people living on 
the flefh of elephants, which they very much efteem, and other wild beafts ; plantains, 
a great variety of roots, which are very good, and nuts; they are well fupplied with 
fith. Two leagues to the fouthward of Cape Negro, which is the port of Mayombo, 
is a large fandy bay. Sometimes the Portuguefe lade logwood in this bay: into it runs 
a large navigable river named Banna; the navigation of which is fometimes impeded 
by ‘bar In it are many inhabited iflands. The woods are fo infefted with baboons, 
monkeys, apes, and parrots, that it is dangerous to venture alone among them. Here 
are alfo two kinds of monfters common to thofe woods. The largeft of them is called 
Pongo in their language, and the other Engeco, The Pongo is in all his proportions 
like 4 man (except the legs, which have no calves), but are of a gigantic fize. Their 
faces, hands, and ears are without hair. Their bodies are covered, but not very thick, 
with hair of a dunnifh colour. When they walk on the ground it is upright, with 
their hands on the nape of the neck. They fleep in trees and make a covering over 
their heads to fhelter them from the rain. They eat no flefh, but feed on nuts and 
other fruits; they cannot fpeak, nor have they any underftanding beyond infting. 

When the people of the country travel through the woods, they make fires in the 
night, and in the morning when they are gone, the Pongos will come and fit round it 
till it goes out, for they do not poflefs fagacity enough to lay more wood on. They 
go in bodies, and, kill many Negroes who travel in the woods, When elephants hap- 
pen to come and feed where they are, they will fall on them, and fo beat them with 
their clubbed fifts and fticks, that they are forced to run away roaring. The grown 
Pongos are never taken alive, owing to their ftrength, which is fo great that ten men 
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cannot hold one of them. The young Pongos hang upon their mother’s belly, with 
their hands clafped about her. Many of the young ones are taken by means of fhoot- 
ing the mothers with poifoned arrows, and the young ones hanging to their mothers, 
are eafily taken. : 

The Morombes hunt and kill many little beafts with their dogs; thefe dogs cannot 
bark, they have wooden clappers about their necks, by the noife of which they are fol- 
lowed. The huntfmen have Petes or whiftles, with which they.call their dogs. The 
dogs in all this country are very fmall, with pricked ears, and for the moft part of a 
red and dun colour. The Portuguele maftiff, or any other dog that barks, is greatly 
efteemed ; | have known one to be fold for thirty pounds. ; 

In the town of Mani Mayambo is a Fetiffo called Maramba, which ftands in a high 
bafket, thaped like a bee-hive, and over it a houfe which they call his religious houfe. 
In him they believe, and keep his laws, and carry his reliques about with them. He 
and others of the like fort are witches, and make ufe of their witchcraft for hunting 
and killing elephants, recovering fick and lame people, forecafting favourable or unfa- 
vourable journeys. By this Miramba are all murders and thefts tried, for in this country 
they fometimes bewitch one another to death. And when any one dies, his neighbours 
are brought before Maramba ; and fhould it be a great man that has died, the whole town 
is fummoned to appear. When they come before Maramba, they kifs and clafp him 
in their arms and fay; ‘ Emeno eyge bembet, Maramba ;” that is, “I come to be 
tried, O Miramba.”’ And if any one be guilty, he immediately falls down dead ; and 
if any one of them who had fworn has killed any one, though it had been twenty years 
back, he immediately falls down dead. And fo it is in any other matter. From this 
place to as far as the Cape de Lopo Gonfalves, the people are all alike fuperftitious. 1 
was twelve months here and faw many die in this way. 

Thefe people are circumcifed, as they are through all Angola, except the kingdom 
of Congo, who are Chriftians. And thofe that will be fworn to Maramba, come tothe 
chief Gangas, which are their priefts, or-men-witches ; as well as boys of twelve years 
of age, and men and women. ‘The Gangas puts them into a dark houfe, and there 
they remain certain days upon very hard diet; after this they are all let abroad,. and 
commanded not to {peak for certain days, what injury foever might occur to them; 
thus they fuffer great hardfhips before they arefworn. Laftly, they are brought before 
Miramba, and have two marks cut upon both their fhoulders, like a half-moon; and 
are fwosn by the blood that drops from them, that they will be true to him. A certain 
kind of meat, alfo fifth, and many toys, are forbidden to them. And if they eat any of 
this forbidden meat, they prefently ficken and never recover. All of them carry a 
relique of Maramba in a little box and hang it about their necks, under their left arm. 
The lord of the province of Mayombo has the enfigns or colours of Maramba carried 
before him wherever he goes, and on fitting down it is placed before him ; and when 
drinking his palm-wine, the firft cup is poured out at the foot of the Mokefo or idol ; 
and when he eateth any thing whatfocver, the firft piece he throws towards his left 
hand with enchanting words. 

From Cape Negro northerly, lives a great lord called Mani Seat, who has the 
largelt ftores of elephants’ teeth of any lord in the kingdom of Longo ; then his people 
practife nothing elle but how to kill elephants, and two of thofe Negroes with their 
darts eafily kill an elephant. Great ftores of logwood are found here. 

There is another lord towards the eaft who is called Mani Kefoch ; he refides eight 
days’ journey from Mayambo. Here I was with my two Negro boys, to buy elephants’ 
hair and tails, and in a monthly! bought twenty thoufand, which I fold to the Portu- 
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guefe for thirty flaves, and all my charges in the bargain. From this place I fent 
one of my Negro boys to Mani Seat with a looking-glafs ; he efteemed it much, and 
fent me four elephants’ teeth (very great), by his own men; and defired me to caufe 
the Portuguefe, or any other fhip, to come to the northward of Cape Negro, and he 
would by fires appoint a landing-place, for there-was never yet any Portuguefe or other 
ftranger in that place. 

To the north-eaft of Mani Kefoch, area kind of little people called Matimbas ; who 
are no bigger than boys twelve years old, but are very thick, and live only upon flefh, 
which they kill in the woods with their bows and darts. They pay tribute to Mani 
Kefoch, and bring all their elephants’ teeth and tails to him. They do not enter the 
houfes of the Marambas, nor fuffer them to come where they dwell. And if by 
chance a Maramba, or people of Longo, pafs where they dwell, they forfake that place 
and go to another. The women carry bows and arrows as well as the men, and walk 
fingle in the woods to kill the Pongos with their poifoned arrows. I have afked the 
Marambas, whether the elephant fheddeth his teeth or not, and they faidno. But 
fometimes they find thofe teeth in the woods, but they find bones alfo. 

When any man is fufpected for an offence, he is carried before the King, or before 
Mani Bomma, who is a judge under the King. , And if he denies matters, not to be 
proved except by their oath, then this fufpeCted perfon fwears thus :—They have a kind 
of root which they call Imbando; this root is very ftrong, and is fcraped into water. 
The virtue of this root is, that if they put too much into the water, the perfon that 
drinketh it cannot avoid urine: and fo it {trikes up into the brain, as if he was drunk, 
a oe falls down as if he was dead. And thofe that fall are counted guilty, and are 

unifhed. 
‘ In this country none on any account dieth, but they kill another for him: for they 
believe they die not their own natural death, but that fome other has bewitched them 
to death. And all thofe are brought in by the friends of the dead whom they fufpe& ; 
fo that there many times come five hundred men and women to take the drink, emade 
of the forefaid root Imbando. They are brought all to the high-ftreet or market. 
place, and there the mafter of the Imbando fits with his water, and gives every one a 
cup of water by one meafure ; and they are commanded to walk in a certain place till 
they make water, and then they are free. But he that cannot urine prefently falls 
down, and all the people, great and finall, fall upon him with their knives, and beat and 
-eut him into pieces. But I think the witch that gives the water is partial, and-gives to 
him whofe death is defired the ftrongeft water, but no man of the bye-{tanders can per- 
ceive it, This is done in the town of Longo, almoft every week throughout the year. 


Of the Zebra and Hippopotamus. —The Portuguefe Wars in thofe Parts.— The Fifhing, 
Grain, and other things remarkable. 


IN this kingdom there is no kind of tame cattle but goats; no other cattle will 
live here. Oxen and kine have been brought hither, but they prefently die. Hens 
in this place do fo abound that one may buy thirty for the worth of fixpence in beads. 
Pheafants, partridges, and wild fowls are plentiful. Here in-land lives a kind of 
a fowl bigger than a fwan, and they are like an heron, with long legs and long necks, 
and is white and black, and has in its breaft a bare place without feathers, where it 
firikes with the bill. This is the right pelican, and not thofe fea-birds which the 
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Portuguele call pelicans, which are white and as big as geefe, and thofe abound in this 
country alfo. 

Here is found the Zevera or Zebra, which is like an horfe ; but its mane, tail, and 
ftreaks of divers colours down its fides and legs makes a difference. Thefe Zebras 
are all wild and live in great herds, and fuffer a man to come within fhot of them, and 
let fhoot three or four times at them before they run away. 

Moreover there are great numbers of fea or river-horfes, which feed always on the 
land, and live only by grafs, and they are very dangerous in the water. They are the 
biggeft creature in this country except the elephant; they have great ftrength in the 
claws of their left forefoot, and have four claws on every foot like the claws of an ox. 
The Portuguefe make rings of them, and they are a good remedy for the flux. 

The Portuguefe make war againft the Negroes in this manner. They have from 
Congo a nobleman, who is known to be a good Chriftian and of good behaviour ; he 
brings with him out of Congo fome hundred Negroes as his followers. This Macicango 
is made Tandala or general over the black camp; and has authority to kill, to put 
down lords, and make lords, and has all the chief doings with the Negroes. And 
when any lord comes to-obey ; firft, he appears before the Tandala bringing him pre- 
fents, in flaves, kine, and goats. Then the Tandala carries him to the Portuguefe 
governor, and prefents two flaves to the governor’s page before he goes in. Then he 
mutt have a great gift for the governor, which is fometimes thirty or forty flaves and 
cattle befides. And when he comes before the governor, he kneels down and claps 
his hands, and falls down with his face on the ground, and then he rifes and fays: “1 
have been an enemy, and now I proteft to be true, and never more to lift my hand 
againft you.” ‘The governor then calls a foldier who has deferved a reward, and gives 
the lord to him. This foldier fees that he has no wrongs, and that the lord acknow- 
ledges him to be his mafter; and he maintains the foldigr, and makes him rich. Alfo 
in war he commands his mafter’s houfe to be built before his own; and whatfoever he 
has taken that day in the war, he fhares with his mafter. So that there is no Portuguefe 
foldier on any account, but he has his Negro Sova or lord. . 

They ufe upon this coaft to fifh with harping-irons, and wait upon a great fifh that 
comes once a day to feed along the fhore, which is like a Grampus. He runs very near 
the fhore, and drives great fkulls of fith before him; and the Negroes run along the 
fhore, as faft as they are able to follow him, and {trike their harping-irons round about 
him, arid kill great ftore of fifh, and leave them upon the fand till the fith has done 
feeding ; and then they come and gather their fifh up. This fith will many times run 
himfelf on ground, but they will prefently thew him off again, which is as much as 
four or five men can do. They call him Emboa, which is in their fpeech a dog, and 
and will by no means hurt or kill any of them. Alfo they ufe in bays and rivers, 
where fhoal water is, to fifh with mats, which are made of long rufhes, and they make 
them of an hundred fathoms long. The mats fwim upon the water, and have long 
rufhes hung upon one edge of the mat, and fo they draw the mat in compafs, as we 
do our nets. The fithes, fearing the rufhes that hang down, {pring out of the water, 
and fall upon the mat that lies flat on the water, and fo they are taken, 

There are four forts of corn in Longo: the firft is called Mafanga, and it grows 
upon a ftraw as big as a reed, and has an ear a foot long, and is like hemp feed. The 
fecond is called Mafembala; this is of greatincreafe, for of a kernel {pring four or five 
ears, which are ten feet high, and they bear half a pint of corn a*piece. This grain is 
as big as tares and very good. Thirdly, they have another that grows low like grafs, 

and 
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and is very like muftard-feed ; this is the beft. They have alfo the great Guinea wheat, 
which they call Maf-impota ; this is the leaft efteemed. . 

-They have very good peafe, fomewhat bigger than ours ; but they grow not as ours 
do. For the pods grow on the roots underneath the ground; and by their leaves 
they know when they are ripe. They have another kind of peafe, which they call 
Wandos ; this is a little tree; and the firft year when planted, it bears no fruit, but 
after it bears fruit three years, and then it is cut down. 

Their plantain trees bear fruit but once, and then are cut down ; and out of the root 
thereof {pring three or four young ones. 

‘They have great ftores of honey, which hangs in the Elicandy trees. They gather 
it with an hollow piece of wood or cheft, which they hang in the top of the tree, and 
once a year it is full, by {moke rewarding the laborious creatures with robbery, exile, 
and death. 

This Alicunde or Elicandy tree is very tall and exceeding great; fome as big as 
twelve men can fathom, fpreading likean oak; fome of them are hollow, and from the 
liberal fkies receive fuch a plenty of water, that they are hofpital entertainers of thoufands 
in that thirfty region. Once have I known three or four thoufand remaining at one of 
thofe trees, and thence receiving all their watery peel for twenty-four hours, 
and yet not empty. The Negroes climbed up with pegs of hard wood (which the 
Elicandy tree being fofter eafily received, the fmoothnefs not admitting other climbing), 
and I think that fome one tree holds forty tuns of water. This tree affords no lefs bounti- 
ful hofpitality to the back than beHy, yielding (as her belly to their bellies) her back 
to their backs ; excepting that this is better from the ues trees, whofe tender 
barks being more feafonable for difcipline, are foundly beaten (for man’s fault, whence 
came the firft nakednefs), whereby one fathom cut from the tree, is extended into 
twenty, and is prefently fit for wearing, though not fo fine as the Inzanda tree yields, 
This tree yields excellent cloth from the innér bark thereof, by like beating. Of their 
palm-trees, which they keep with watering and cutting every year, they make velvets, 
fattins, taffatas, damatks, farcenets, and fuch like; out of the leaves cleanfed and 
purged, drawing long even threads for that purpofe. They draw wine, (as it is 
faid) from the palm-tree ; there is another kind of palm-tree, which bears a fruit good 
for the ftomach, and for the liver moft admirable. 

One crocodile was fo huge and greedy, that it devoured an Alibamba, that. is, a 
chained company of eight or nine flaves. I have feen them watch their prey, haling in 
general man or other creatures into the water. 
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St. George d’Elmina. And now faithfully done into Englith.* 


————— 


THE AUTHOR’S PREFACE. 


JT is a common cuftom among authors, to ufher in their writings with a Preface ; which 

fome look upon as a mere ornament of no great importance, and others as a neceflary 
appendage, both for fetting forth the fubje€t, method, and defign of the performance, 
and for giving the reader an opportunity to know the qualifications of his author : and 
it is the latter of thefe that I here join with. : 

The world is at prefent fo overltocked with books, that it is almoft impoffible to 
bring any new thing to light, unlefs another new world were difcovered ; the countries 
and people in all parts of the world, being already defcribed by various authors. But 
it was an ancient faying among the Romans, that Africa always produces fomething 
new; and, to this day, the faying is very juft; for the coaft of Guinea, which is part 
of Africa, is for the moft part unknown, not only to the Dutth, but to all Europeans, 
and no particular defcription of it is yet come to light; nor, indeed, any thing, but a 
few fcraps fcattered in books written upon other fubjects, moft of which are contrary 
to truth, and afford but a forry tketch of Guinea. 

Being a lover, from my youth, of the defcriptions of travels and voyages, and ac- 
counts of foreign countries, I quickly took a diftafte at fuch authors as palmed preca- 
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rious reports upon the world for certain truths ; and, having never ftirred out of their 
native country, take all for truth that is handed to them from abroad, and recommend 
it as fuch to the world : in imitation of Ariftotle, who, being ordered by Alexander (as 
the ftory goes) to write of the nature of animals, grounded and completed his perform-* 

" ance upon the report of every traveller he could meet with. In thofe days, when the 
world was not fo well known as it is now, that fort of writing might go down: but now- 
a-days a man of fenfe will fearcely venture upon it, confidering that his advances will be 
compaffed by a variety of travellers, and where he departs from what they find to be 
the real truth, he will be expofed for a fabulous author. In this country of Holland, 
we have had particularly two fuch writers in the laft century, who fet forth many books, 
and are now fo well known by the bulkinels of their writings, and the manner of their 
performances, that it is needlefs to fay more of them than this, that the world does 
them juftice enough if they credit but one half of what they write upon foreign fub- 
jects, without derogating from what credit is due to their-works that relate to our own 
country ; for which fubject they are very well qualified. I could not forbear oppofing 
them upon fome heads, and publifhing the truth of what they have mifreprefented ; 
and, in fo doing, I reckon I have done fome fervice. And if they are fo touched with 
my freedom as to take me to tafk (according to their threats), I am well affured that at 
leaft they fhall not fix any falfehood upon me. I had always a longing defire to go and 
fee what I read of in books; and, during my fourteen years ftay upon the coaft of 
Guinea, I had an opportunity of fatisfying my defire, there being few or fcarcely any 
places upon the coaft, where I have not ftaid for fome time, and can now fpeak of 
with experience. 

And while I thus gratified my own curiofity, I confidered that man was created not 
for himfelf alone, but likewife to ferve his neighbour ; and that the fineft things lofe 
their greateft fplendour by being fmothered in the breaft of one man: upon this con- 
fideration, Isreckoned myfelf bound to impart to my countrymen what I have beheld 
with pleafure ; and that the rather, that I was defired fo to do by my very good friend 
to whom the enfuing letters are addrefled. Though my friend’s demand was contrary 
to my inclination, yet I cheerfully complied with it; only I had fome wandering re- 
flections upon the reafons alledged in my firft letter, particularly that of my unpolithed 
way of expreffing myfelf. But confidering I do not publith this for a piece of confum- 
mate rhetoric, but only to fatisfy thofe who are curious in this way, 1 hope to be ex- 
cufed. My fole defign is to eared thofe who are moved with the fame curiofity that 
influenced me, or may hereafter have an opportunity of being concerned on the coaft 
of Guinea; to gratify them, I fay, with a diftin@ account of the difpofition and con- 
ftitution of thofe countries, and the various opinions that prevail there. This is my 
aim, and I hope I fhall in fome meafure compafs it. In fine, if what I have here pub- 
lithed can be of the leaft ufe, I thall reckon myfelf richly rewarded for my pains. 

At firft I had contrived this work, {o as to divide it into five books, treating of fo 
many feveral fubjeéts. The firft, of the difpofition of the Gold Coaft; its extent, 
divifion, fertility, and the employment or livelihood of the inhabitants. The fecond, 
of the inhabitants in general; their genius, cuftoms, manners, religion, government, 
and habitations, with what relates thereunto. The third, of the trade of the coaft; 
how it is carried on by the Dutch Company and the other Europeans, and how the 
Negroes ag their part in it. The fourth, of the animals of the country ; whether 
wild or tame, as quadrupeds, reptiles, infe€ts, and fowl, befides the fifh, the plants, 
awd the fruits. The fifth, of the kingdoms of Ladingcour, Coto, the two Popos, and 
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the charming country of Fida: with a conclufion, defcribing ‘a coafting voysige per- 
formed by me in the year 1698. 

But fince, having the opportunity to fend the whole matter of the above-mentioned 
five books, in feveral letters to my very good friend, I chofe to alter the divifion, and | 
draw it all up in twenty Letters, including in each as much as the conveniency of time 
allowed. To thefe twenty letters there are two more annexed, which were wrote to 
me by two perfons in our fervice, and relate to the countries where they were employed, 
and where I had never been. This new divifion, I hope, will not be unacceptable to 
the reader, in regard that every letter ftill prefents him with fomething that is new. I 

" muft own it pleafes me better than the firft. 

For fome time after I begun this work, I was much troubled that there was not a 
man on the coaft that could draw and defign: but after I had gone a great way in it, 
there came one to the coaft that was verfed in that art, upon which I immediately fet 
him to work, upon drawing all the forts (Dutch, Englith, and Danifh,) to the eaft of 
Elmina; and, for his greater conveniency, I made the journey with him myfelf, being 
fent by our general upon affairs relating to our trade. The animals, which upon my _ 
order were brought to us, he drew by the life; and the forts he drew with-a juit re- 
gard to perfpective. But death, which fpares no man, vifited my draughtiman, juft 
when we were ready to take another journey to the weft of Elmina. In a few days’ 
time he was well and dead; and fo left me provided only with the half of what I de- 
figned, there being no other draughtfman on the coaft. 

I have purpofely affe€ted brevity, otherwife I could have drove out to a bulky vo- 
lume: but, confidering that it is tedious and naufeous to dwell long upon one thing, I 
prefume the reader will be thereby gratified. 


A DESCRIPTION, fc. OF GUINEA. 


LETTER I. — Treating of the Gold Coaft in general, and the Country of Axim in parti. 
cular, the Settling of the Dutch and Brandenburghers there, the imprudent Condutt of 
the latter upon this Coaft ; of Rio de Cobre, and the unhappy Accident that happened 
to a Fort there. ; 


Sir, 
Your agreeable.of September rft 1700, was feafonably handed to me by Captain 
N.N., by which Iam perfettly fatisfied, that, through your diligence and con-._ 
duét, my affairs are brought to a happy iffue. The leaft I can do, is to thank you, 
with affurance that I will flip no opportunity of making the beft returns I am capable 
of in requital of fuch unufual fervices: indeed I am very unfit to do it in the way you 
oblige me to; you exact from me an accurate defcription of this country, and though 
by my long refidence here, Iam, or at leaft ought to be in fome meafure acquainted 
with it, yet there are feveral reafons which I might alledge in excufe; among whic 
no fmall ones are, that my infufficiency and unpolifhed way of expreffing myfelf rend 
me uncapable to reprefent things in their juft propriety and connexion ; but what I have 
xX 2 yet 
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yet to offer requires my more ferious confideration, whether, being atually in the fervice. 
of our Weft India Company, it is confiftent with my duty to difcover the ftate of their 
affairs ; being very dubious on this head, I could -have heartily wifhed you would have 
fpared:me this heavy tafk, fearing it was what might contribute to make you, as well 
as myfelf, uneafy. But at laft, refleGting on your friendfhip, and the obligation receiv- 
ed, I foon ftepped over thefe and all other difficulties, and am refolved to endeavour 
your fatisfaction, upon promife that your ufual’ good-nature will excufe my incorreét 
ftyle; and reft affured, that, however I fucceed, a fincere intention to oblige you to 
the urmoft, is never wanting. 

“Returning to yours, 1 find your curiofity extends itfelf primarily to that country 
where your nephew was laft placed by the general : in anfwer to which, be pleafed to 
take the following account—This country, called Axim, is cultivated and abounds 
with numerous, large, and beautiful villages, all extraordinarily populous ; fome of 
which are fituate on.the fea-fhore, and others farther on the main land; the moft con- 
fiderable amongft the former lie under the Brandenburghian and Dutch forts, of which 
the latter is by much the belt. . 

Our fort here is obliged for its prefent name of St. Anthony to the Portuguefe, who 
were its firft mafters; but Anno 1642, were driven from this and feveral other places 
by our countrymen: and indeed, formerly the Portuguefe ferved for fetting-dogs to 
fpring the game, which, as foon as they had done, was feized by others. But to return 
to our fort, which was not great, but neatly and beautifully built as well as ftrong and 
conveniently fituated: it is provided with three good batteries, befides breaft-works,, 
out-works, and high walls on the land fide, as well as a fufficient quantity of guns ; 
and if it were well ftored with provifions, might hold out againft a ftrong army of the 
natives. I am heartily forry I cannot fend you a draught of it, becaufe the main artift, 
who was + e it, died before it was half finifhed ; for which reafon you are not to ex- 
pect fo much as a fketch of any fort weft of Elmira, but the drawings of thofe eaftward 
are at your fervice. 

You cannot be ignorant that your nephew is made principal factor by Mr. N.N., 
who is intrufted by the Company as well as the general, with an abfolute power over 
that whole country ; the inhabitants being reduced to that entire fubjeCtion, that they 
dare not refufe, but are firmly bound to ferve the factor to the utmoft with what the 
country affords; nor dare they decide any judiciary cafe without his cognizance, he 
being a fort of chief juftice appointed to punifh even the chief of the Negroes, according 
to the cuftom of the country; but of their laws I intend (if I live long enough) a more 
particular account. But at prefent, before I proceed any farther, I thall prefent you 
with a {mall fketch of the Guinea Coaft, efpecially that called the Gold Coait, and what 
is pofleffed either by our own countrymen, or other Europeans. 

Guinea is a large country, extended feveral hundred miles, abounding with innumer- 
able kingdoms, and feveral commonwealths. 

Several authors have reprefented Guinea as a mighty kingdom, whofe prince by his 
victorioufnefs had fubdued numerous countries, and erected their whole extent of land 
into one mighty kingdom, which he called Guinea: how great this miftake is, 1 hope 
to evince to you; fince the very name of Guinea is not fo much as known to the natives 
here, nor the imaginary Guinea monarchy yet to be found in the world. 

The Gold Coait being a part of Guinea, is extended about fixty miles, beginning 
with the Gold River three miles welt of Affine, or twelve above Axim, and ending 
with the village Ponni, feven or eight miles eaft of Acra. 
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T am unwilling to detain you with a defcription of the tract of land betwixt Affine 
and Rio, or the river Cobre, about a mile above our fort; fince the trade of that place 
is at prefent fo inconfiderable that it is very little frequented, though nine or ten years. 
ago its commerce was in a flourifhing ftate; but fince the golden country of Affine 
(from whence gold was brought thither) was conquered, and almoft devaftated, the 
Dinckin-rafe traffic has run at a low ebb, and the little gold duft which is brought thi- 
ther is either fophifticated or of very fmall value: wherefore I fhall fteer my courfe 
along the Gold Coa(t, and without confidering the rank of precedence, take them fairly. 
as they lie in my way, and defcribe them as well as the compafs-of a letter will permit. 

The countries from: the Ancoberfian River to the village Ponni, are eleven in nium- 
ber, viz. Axim, Ante, Adom, Jabi, Commani, Fetu, Saboe, Fantyn, Acron, Agonna, 
and Aquamboe; each containing one, two, or three towns or villages, lying upon the 
fea-fhore, as welt under, as betwixt the forts of the Europeans; their greateft and moft 
populous towns being generally farther on land, Seven of thefe are kingdoms, go- 
verned by their refpective Kings; and the reft being governed by fome of the principal 
men amongft them, feem to approach nearer to commonwealths: but I fhall give you a 
more particular account of them hereafter, and in order thereto at prefent begin with 
Axiin; which, as the notion of power runs here, was formerly a potent monarchy, but 
the arrival of the Brandenburghers divided the inhabitants; one part of them putting 
themfelves under the protection of the new comers, in expettation of an eafier’ 
government and loofer reins, in which they were not miftaken,.as the confequence 
evinced; but the other part, which were the moft honeft and leaft changeable, ftaid 
under our government. But if we take a view of this country before this time, we fhall 
find it to be extended fix miles in length, computing: from ithe. mentioned Rio Cobre,. 
(Ancober, or the Serpentine River, fo called by the Portuguelfe, from its intricate wind- 
ing and inland{courfe of twenty miles) to the village Boefwa, a mile welt of our fort,. 
near the village of Boutry. . 

The Negro inhabitants are generally very rich, driving a great trade with the Euro- 
peans for gold, which they chiefly vend to the Englifh and Zealand interlopers, not- 
withftanding the fevere penalty they incur thereby ;. for if we catch them, their fo 
bought goods are not only forfeited, but a heavy fine is laid upon’ them: not deterred : 
I fay by this, they all hope to efcape; to effect which, they bribe our flaves (who are: 
fet as watches and {pies over them) to let them pafs by night; by which means we are 
hindered from having much above an hundreth part of the gold of this land. And-the 
plain reafon why the natives run this rifque of trading with the interlopers, is, that their 
goods are fometimes better than ours, and always to be had one third part cheaper ; 
whereby they are encouraged againft the danger, very well knowing, that a fuccefsful 
correfpondence will foon enrich them. 

Thefe interlopers are feveral of them fitted out by private merchants in. Holland to 
drive this trade; which is in effect, to rob the Weft India Company of the advantage of 
their Placaat or patent obtained from the States-General,.which empowers them 
trade on this coaft, exclufive of all others; and of punihing all.offenders againtt 
right with the lofs of life and goods; all their fhips, in-cafe they. feize them, being free 
prize: but though in my time we have taken feveral-of. them, the law has not been 
rigoroufly put in execution, but we generally content. ourfelves with making examples 
of fome of the ring-leaders in terrorem ;. and when they are feized, fome one or other 
of the Company’s officers find it their intereft to let them {lip through their. fingers, 
But not to accufe any body, fince everyone hath his frailty, let us return to the - 
bitants of Axim, whom we find induftrioufly employed.either in trade, fithing, or agri- 

7 culture, 


342 BOSMAN’S GUINEA. 


culture, and that is chiefly exercifed in the culture of rice, which grows here above ‘all 
other places in an incredible abundance, and is tranfported hence all the Gold Coaft 
over. The inhabitants in lieu returning full fraught with millet, jammes, potatoes, and 
palm oil; all which are very rare here, for the foil is naturally moift, and though fit to 
produce rice, and fruit trees, doth not kindly yield other fruits. 

But having already hinted fomething relating to the Brandenburghers, it will not, 
I hope, be tedious to particularize a little on their prefent ftate. Their principal for- 
trefs is not above three miles eaft of our fort St. Anthony, and is called Frederics- 
burgh ; it is fituate on the hill Mamfro near the village Pocquefoe, and is handfome and 
resieaebty large, ftrengthened with four large batteries furnifhed with forty-fix pieces 
of ordnance, but too flight and fmall; the gate of this fort is the moft beautiful on all 
the coaft, but proportionably much too large for the ftru€ture, fo that the garrifon feems 
to have an equal right with the burghers of Minde, to the advice that they fhould keep 
their gate clofe fhut for fear the fort fhould run away. On the eaft fide it hath a 
beautiful out-work, which deprives the fortrefs of a great part of its ftrength, where- 
fore it would be eafily gained if attacked on this fide; befides which, the greateft 
fault in this building is, that the breaft-works are built no higher than a man’s knee, 
and the men thereby are continually expofed defencelefs to the fhot from without ; 
which is no fmall inconvenience in wars with the Blacks, for no perfon can come upon 
the batteries, but the Negroes eafily reach him with a mufquet-fhot: for the reft, the 
building part is not to be objected againft, and is provided with a great many fine 
dwellings within. ' 

The commander.in-chief of this fort, and indeed of all the poffeffions of the Bran. 
denburghers on this coaft, confifting of two forts and a lodge, takes the title of 
direétor-general under His Eleétoral Highnefs of Brandenburgh and his African com- 
pany.’ For fome time paft their commanders and fervants, except common foldiers, 
have been moft part Dutch, who in imitation of our nation have always aimed at an 
abfolute dominion over the Blacks ; but never could yet accomplifh their end, being 
hitherto hindered by their inteftine diffenfions and irregularities, or the villainous nature 

’ of their Negroes, who, having moftly fled from us on occafion of crimes committed by 
them, have taken refuge under them. 

In the time of my refidence here I can remember feven of their dire&tors; the firft, 
John Nyman, an Embdener, a man of found judgment, good fenfe, and great expe- 
rience, who difcharged his office with the greateft fidelity and good conduét, by which 
means he quitted this country with a great deal of honour, and left a very good name 
behind him: he was fucceeded by John and Jacob Ten-Hooft, the father and fon, who 
both acquired a large fhare of reputation, and kept their fubordinates in due decorum, 
efpecially the fon, who by good-nature and a civil addrefs gained the affe€tion of the 
Blacks, and had every body at his devotion: by which means he eftablifhed the Bran- 
denburghian affairs in a much better condition than any before him; and as they never 

1a better governor, fo it is very much to be doubted, they will repent the time when 

removed him, and appointed Gyfbrecht van Hoogveldt in his place, who before 

had been factor in our fervice at Axim, where he treated thofe under him fo ill, that 
General Joel Smits and the council were obliged to difcharge and fend him from the 
Coaft, as incapable of their fervice. However, being now commander-in-chief, to 
reconcile himfelf to. the offended Negroes his old enemies, he granted them feveral 
franchifes and privileges, which ferved not only to leffen the power of the Branden- 
burghers, and lay the firft foundation of their ruin, but after a fhort government the 
Europeans and Blacks jointly rofe againft him; and after trying him, difcharged him 
once 
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once more the government and Coaft; choofing in his place one John van Laar, an 
Anabaptift, who was found to have a much better talent at drinking of brandy than.at 
bufinefs ; and took fo little care of the public, that all went to ruin; and he himfelf was 
timely removed by death, to make way for John Viffer his fucceffor, a perfon, who 
wanting even common fenfe, was therefore incapable of that truft. Shortly after his 
elevation, his fa@tor at}Acoda was killed by the Negroes, which he having neither fuf- 
ficient condué nor power to revenge, they continued their unbridled outrages at the 
expence of the lives of feveral of his Europeans ; and laftly, feizing his perfon, they 
carried him into the inland country, and after miferably breaking almoft all his limbs, 
and faftening abundance of ftones about his body, drowned him in the fea. This 
barbarous murther was varioufly talked of here: but all agree that the Europeans 
under his command confented to, and abetted it; and fome affert it was done by their 
order, and Adrian Grobbe (chofen by the Negroes) his fucceffor, is generally charged 
with the greateft fhare in this crime ; ‘if he is innocent J hope he will clear himlelf, but 
if guilty, may heaven avenge it on him and his accomplices: for it hath very per- 
nicioufly weakened the power of all the Europeans on this Coaft, and filled them 
with apprehenfions not altogether groundlefs, that if this bloody fact efcapes unpunifhed, 
nobody is here fecure of life. It hath already fo enflaved the Brandenburghers, that 
I very much doubt whether ever they will regain the maftery, for the Negroes having 
once got the upper hand will fufficiently lord it over them. ; : 

I could not help imparting to you this event, equally ftrange and deteftable ; to 
which I was indeed the rather induced, becaufe as you are perfectly acquainted with 
all the European trade of the Embden company, fo you may take an opportunity of 
informing them how their affairs have been managed here he fome years paft. But 
taking leave of this fort, let us take a ftep two miles aud a half eaftwards below 
Cape Trefpuntos, where we find another Brandenburghian fort at Acoda called Do- 
rothea ; which by order of our fuperiors was amplified and delivered to them about 
eleven years paft; fince which they have very confiderably ftrengthened and improved 
it, It is a houfe covered with a flat roof, on which are two {mall batteries and half 
curtains, upon which they have planted feveral light pieces of cannon ; it ‘is indeed 
furnifhed with a fofficient number of rooms and conveniencies, though but flightly 
built and fomewhat crowded. 

Betwixt Maufro and Acoda, the Brandenburghers, in 1674, built another fort-houfe 
. at the village Tacrama, in the middle of Cape Trefpuntos. Their general’s defign 
was to build a fort here to preferve and defend the adjacent watering place in their 
power. Upon the whole, the keeping of this lodge and the two former forts hath 
been fo very expenfive to them, that I am of opinion they will not haftily augment 
their charge by undertaking any new building. , 

The Brandenburgh affairs having infenfibly fwelled this letter to a larger bulk than 
T intended, and obliged me to defer my defigned account of the vegetables of the coun- 
try of Axim to another opportunity ; and that I may not cloy you at once, I fhall con- 
clude only with a defcription of the above-mentioned Snake River, or river of Ancober, 
which laft name it takes from the country it,runs through, 

This river is too pleafant to be lightly paffed over, and as I have already told you, 
is a mile above our fort St. Anthony ; its mouth is very wide, with fo fhallow water, 
that I queftion whether it is paffable with a boat, but a little farther it grows deeper and 
narrower ; after which, in feveral miles no obfervable alteration appears. How far its 
inland courfe extends I cannot inform ou, though I have travelled above three fmalf 


days’ voyage upon it, and found it as pleafant as any part of the Guinea coait, not ex- 
cepting 
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cepting Fida itfelf; each of ‘its banks being adorned with fine lofty trees, which afford 
the moft agreeable fhade in the world, defending the traveller from the feorching 
‘beams of thefun. It is not unpleafant to obferve the beautiful variegated birds, and the 
fportive apes, diverting themfelves on the verdant boughs.all the way. To render 
it -yet more charming, having failed about a mile up, you are entertained with the view 
of a fine populous village, extending about a quarter of a mile on its weftern fhore ; 
of fuch villages hereabouts are a great number, which together make up three feveral 
countries, of which, the firft fituate next the fea, is called Ancober (whether the river 
be obliged to the country, or the country to the river for its name, I fhall not deter- 
mine); the fecond next occurring land is Abocroe, and the laft Eguira, The firft I 
obferved was a monarchy, and the other two common-wealths. Several years paft we 
had a fort in the country of Eguira, and drove a very confiderable trade there ; for 
befides the afflux of gold thither from all foreign parts, the country itfelf affords fome 
gold mines ; and I remember when I had the government of Axim, a very rich one 
was difcovered; but we loft our footing there in a very tragical manner, for the com- 
mander-in-chief of the Negroes, being clofely befieged by our men (as fame reports), 
fhot gold inftead of bullets, hinting by figns that he was ready to treat, and afterwards 
trade with the befiegers: but in the mid{t of their negociation he blew up himfelf and 
all his enemies at once, as unfortunately as bravely putting an end to our fiege and 
his life, and like Sampfon revenging his death upon his enemies. To compafs his 
defign, he had encouraged a flave by promifing him new clothes, to ftand ready with 
a lighted match, with which he was to touch the powder when he faw him ftamp with 
his foot, which the filly wretch but too pundtually performed undifcovered by any but one 
of our Company’s flaves, who obferving it, withdrew as filently as timely, being only left 
blive to bring us the news; and fince we could get no better account, we were obliged 
to believe this; it being but too certain that our fort, to the coft of our diregtor and 
fome of our enemies, was blown up. This being enough for the firft time, bg pleafed 
to fufpend your curiofity till the next opportunity, when you fhall not fail of a farther 
account from, yours, &c, 


LETTER I]. — Deferibing the Antefe Country about Boutry, the Englifh and Dutch 
Forts there, and the Englifh their fraudulently vending falfe Gold ; the Beauty of the , 
Antefe Country and the River Boutry, the Oyfers which are there produced ; the 
Dutch and Englifh Forts at Zaconde and the Country adjacent ; of the Village Chama, 
and the Dutch fort there, together with the rsh and Adomfe Land, and the River 
Chama, with a Reprefentation of the Cruelty of the Jabife General. 


Sir, ; 

1 HOPE that mine of the sth will reach you in due time ; but the fhip which 
_carries it being bound for Fida to take in flaves, and after that to touch at Curacao 
before it ftands its covrfe homewards, I cannot expect that it fhould reach Holland in 
lefs than a year; and the fhip that brings this, fteering direGtly to Europe, will arrive 
much fooner; wherefore, to take off the uneafinefs of the delay, I here fend you a 

tranfcript of my former, withing the contents may meet your favourable reception. 
Having defcribed Axim in my firft, I fhall-begin this with an account of Ante, its 
next adjoining neighbour, to which I fhall add as much as time and convenience will 
permit. The country of Ante, or as the natives call it, Hante, begins with the village 
Boefwa, two miles below, or eaftward of Acoda; though we may very well take in, 


and 
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‘and begin with Acoda itfelf, it being at prefent fubje& thereto. For feveral years this 
country was divided into the Upper and Lower Ante, Antim, already defcribed, being 
accounted the former, and that we are about to deferibe efteemed the latter. It was fors 
merly very potent and populous, being inhabited by a martial and’ predatory people, 
who very much annoyed us with frequent onfets; but with continual wars with thofe 
of Adom and their other neighbours, they are fo enfeebled, that no footfteps of their 
priftine glory are left. But of them more particularly hereafter. 

At Dikjefchoftt, properly called Infuma, the Englifh built a fmall fort, anno 169r, 
after they had feveral times difputed the ground with the Brandenburghers, who fome 
time before had fet up their elettor’s flag there ; though at laft, not finding it turn to 
any great account, they quietly yielded it to the Englith, who advanced fo leifurely that 
it was but finifhed in fix years ; after all which it was fo inconfiderable and flight, that 
it hardly deferved the name of a fort. I have often heard the Englifh themfelves com- 
plain of it; for befides that it is not a place of good trade, the Negroes thereabouts are 
fo intractable, fraudulent, villainous and obftinate, that the Englith cannot deal with 
them ; for if they have recourfe to violence in order to bring them to reafon, they are 
alfo oppofed ‘by force, and that fo warmly, that thefe five years paft they adventured 
to befiege them in their fortrefs, and were very near taking it; at laft, they obliged 
the Englifh to their terms, without allowing them to exercife any power over them, 
and tence proceeded an alliance fo ftri& betwixt them, that they jointly.agreed to cheat 
all the fhips that came to trade*there, by putting fophifticated gold upon ‘them, a fraud 
which they have frequently prattifed, as they did about three months paft upon two 
{mall Englifh fhips (one of which was laden to the value of one thoufand feven hundred 
pounds feerling), for all which, the mafter received only falfe gold, fo that, he loft his 
whole voyage at once ; nor did his companion fuffer much lefs, and what moft furprifed 
them was, that they received it as well from the Whites as the Negroes. ‘They 
applied themfelves to the Englith chief governor on the coaft, defiring they might 
have their goods returned, or good gold in exchange for the falfe ; but to complain to 
him, .was to go to the devil to be confeffed; for he, participating in the fraud, would 
by no means help them. This cheat is become fo common, that it daily happens ; but 

, that the Whites have always a hand in it I dare not affirm; however I am very fure, 
that this place deferves the name of the falfe mint of Guinea, of which every trader who 
comes to’ the coaft ought to be warned ;. for the making of falfe gold.is here fo com- 
mon, that it is publicly. fold, and become a perfect trade: the price. current being in 
iy time about ‘a crown in good gold for two pounds fterling of falfe. : 

About a mile and a half from this knavith place, at the village Boutry, commonly 
called Boutree, is another {mall ill-fhaped fort, fituate on:a very high hill, built in an 
oblong form, and divided into two parts; ftrengthened (if I may fo fay) with two 
inoffenfive batteries, upon which are planted eight fmall guns, ‘This is very impro- 
perly called Batenftein, for it much better deferves the name of Schadenftein (Bate 
fignifying profit, and Schade lofs}, in regard we have for feveral years loft much 
more than we got by it. At the foot of this hill is the village Boutry, which is in- 
differently large and populous, inhabited by a people who trade very fair with us, as not 
participating of the villainous nature of thofe of Infuma. 

Exaétly four miles lower we meet with the village Zaconde, where we have a fall 
fort called Orange. A mufquet-fhot from hence is the remains of an Englith fort 
about as large as ours, of which more hereafter. Upon walking through the country 
of Ante, reckoning from Acoda to a mile and a half below Zaconde, where it ends, I 
count it about eight or nine miles long. Its pleafant fituation is become fo. famous 
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by Mr, Focquembourg’s defcription, ‘which “adventires-to ‘compare it with the country 
of Gleve, that, leaving the truth of his comparifon to the decifion of thofe that have 
Teen both, 1 fhall only in’ purfuance of my defign inform you, that’ this country, as 
well as all the gold-coaft, abounds in hills, all enriched with extraordinarily high and 
beautiful trees; its valleys betwixt the hills are wide and extenfive, proper for the 
planting of all fort of fruits, and if they were as well cultivated as'watered, would fup- 
ply half the coaft with eatables. The earth produceth, in great abundance, very good 
rice, the richeft fort of millet, the grain of which is red, jarnbs, potatoes, and other 
fruits, all good in their kind; nor is the foil in the leaft deficient in fruit-trees. The 
fugar-canes grow here more and larger than any where elfe ; fo that I am not without 
hopes that a fuccefsful plantation may in time be here fet on foot. For wine and oil, 
the palm affords what excels in quantity as well as quality. In fhort, it is a land which 
yields its manurers as plentiful a crop as they can with, being befides very well fur- 
nifhed with all forts of tame as well as wild beafts; but the laft fatal war betwixt the 
Anteans and Adomians hath reduceth it to a miferable condition, and ftript it of moft 
of its inhabitants: befides which, the miferable few left behind are fo difpirited, that 
they fhelter themfelves under our fort near Boutry, leaving the greateft part of the 
land wild and uncultivated. It is, indeed, deplorable to fee it at prefent, and reflect 
on its former flourifhing condition in the years 1690 and‘16gt. Before the war, I 
being then an‘ afliftant, had an opportunity of walking to Boutry and through this 
country, when it regaled the eyes with the pleafant profpeét of numerous villages well 
_ peopled, a plentiful harveft and abundance of cattle; infomuch that a foldier who 
could very hardly live on his fubfiftence-money in other places cowld fare delicioufly 
here on the half: and if there be any difference in places, with refpeét to their health- 
fulnefs, I fhould prefer Boutry before all the reft: for during my ftay there, it was 
obfervable that fewer died there in proportion to the number of people and time than, 
any where: and I dare affirm, that if the fame care was taken upon the whole coaft as 
there, Guinea would foon lofe its dreadful mortal name. 
’ [had almoft paffed over the moft charming part of the whole Antefe land, betwixt 
coda and Boutry, being watered by a frefh river which runs by our fort to the inner 
part of the land, planted with high trees on both fides ; which, wide as it is, is over-. 
fhadowed by the leaves. I have by frequent experience found this river navigable three 
miles from the fea-fhore ; but though it-reacheth farther, the violent water-falls, which 
pour down from the rocks into the river, render it unpaflable beyond. It affords 
great plenty of fith, notwithftanding the incredible number of crocodiles it is peftered 
with, which muft neceffarily devour vaft quantities. 

In my defcription of Rio Cobre I mentioned the great multitude of apes there; but 
this country is fo full of thefe unlucky animals, whofe only talent is mifchief, that one 
would be apt to think that this was properly their kingdom, or grand rendezvous. 

If. my memory doth not deceive me, you are a very great lover of river-oyfters ; be 
pleafed therefore to make a trip hither, and Iwill engage you fhall be fatisfied with 
them at the expence only of the trouble of gathering them, and in lefs than an hour’s 
time I will undertake to fhew you one hundred thoufand growing on the trees: pray 
do not be furprized, you have before now heard of Soland geefe, and Chinefe fith 
which change into fowl; perhaps you will tell me you believe neither, and: per- 
haps | am of your mind, yet all this fhall not prevent my account how oyfters grow 
here. On each fide of the river grows a fort of trees, great and fmall intermixed, 
whofe branches fhoot dire€tly into the water (thofe which remain above its furface 
being withered and dry), while the former become immediately leaved with fmall 
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oyfters, at firft about the bignefs of thell-fnails, but in a very fhort time. grown to.gheir. 
mature fize. ; we, : 

I remember to have mentioned the Englith and Dutch forts at Zaconde! they were, 
indeed, about fix years paft in being, but the trade at fo low an ebb, and the officers 
of each fort fo jealous of the other, that they both lived in miferable poverty, at the 
expence of both the Englifh and Dutch Companies. Not long after, the Engifth 
fortrefs was burnt and deftroyed by the Antean Negroes; its chief commander and 
fome of.the Englifh being killed, and the reft being plundered of all their own and the 
Company’s. goods; and at prefent the out-walls only are left ftanding, by which, 
though very little to our advantage, we are left the mafters of this place. Indeed, laft 
year, we traded confiderably here for a large quantity of gold, which the Englifh under- 
ftanding, made feveral attempts to rebuild their fort, but were always ob{trudted by the 
Antean Negroes. ; : 

Before the war, betwixt Adom and Ante, this Zaconde was one of the fineft and 
richeft villages, as well in money as people, upon the whole coaft: but the Adomefe 
conquerors entirely burnt and deftroyed it. The few flight dwellings which are here 
at prefent were built fince, and others are daily building, fo that ere-long, it may 
grow to be an indifferent village ; but to re-inftate it in its flourithing condition requires 
feveral years.. ; . 

1 have formerly mentioned the pleafantnefs of the Antefe country, but then came.na 
farther than a little below Boutry. But the land for two or three miles round about 
thefe forts is not lefs agreeable than the former ; befides that, here and behind Toco- 
rary, a mile welt, of Zaconde, the valleys are fo much finer, that it is impoffible for 
imagination to conceive any thing more charming. I have here feen a large plain fb 
plentifully and properly adorned with lofty trees and woods, as if dame Nature had 
defigned to fhew her majfter-piece here ; and between the rows of trees the paths were 
all covered with white fand, in which were obfervable the foot-fteps of thoufands of 
harts, elephants, tigers, wild-cats, and other forts of beafts. In fhort, this place is fa 
very plentiful that it is impoffible to walk here without raptures. 

The village or town of Tocorary, or rather the fort which was there, hath from 
time to time had feveral European matters: butit is now fo ruined, that no vifible 
remnants of it are left. The Englifh, Dutch, Brandenburghers, Swedes, and Danes, 
have all had their turns in poffeffion of it. In 1665, the Englifh were drove from 
thence by De Ruyter, they having before got poffeflion by clandeftine means: but of 
this you may be further informed in Brand’s life of De Ruyter. Since that time it hath 
yet once changed matters, but fell at laft into our hands; and fince I came hither, our 
traffic was tranfacted in a Negro’s houfe; but that not meeting with its defired fuccefs, 
we abfolutely quitted the whole: and the town was fo deftroyed and burnt in the war 
by the Adomefe, that it is at prefent inhabited by a few inconfiderable people only. 
But taking leave of the Antefe country for the prefent, let us turn towards the town 
Chama, in the way to which, is Aboary a village, near which we had a lodge for 
feveral years ; but it being found to conduce more to the advantage of thofe who were 
placed there than the Company’s, it was quitted as an unneceffary charge. The town 
Chama is moderately large and well peopled, but its inhabitants fo miferably poor, that 
I do not believe they have any like them on the Gold Coaft. Our fort here is about 
the fize of that of Boutry; very {mall, but a little longer : it hath four {mall batteries, 
and juft as many guns as the forenamed place, and was called (as it is at prefent) St.Se- 
baftian’s by the Portuguefe, from whom we took it. In our wars with England, it was 
in a manner levelled with the ground, being only encompaffed with palifadoes, which“ 
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the Eaglith perceiving, thought it. would,be:no-dificult matter to. drive us from thence ; 
and accordingly, in conjunction with.the Jabithians, attacked us: but found. {o vigorous 
and unexpected a refiftance, that they were obliged to lofe their labour, and return to the 
place from whence they came, ever fince which we have enjoyed it without the leaft 
interruption. ; 

**A little behind our fort the Jabifh land begins, and extends itfelf a few miles towards. 
the inland part of the country: but I fhall only defcribe that part fituate on the coaft. 
Kt is at prefent but a {mall diftri&, and not very potent, though the firft kingdom 
which occurs in our defcent from the higher country. Its King is fo great a prince, 
that I thould confider very ferioufly before I fhould give him credit for the value of 
ten pounds fterling in goods, for fear he fhould not be able to pay me; it is, indeed, 
true, that he, and his fubjeéts, if I may fo call them, make fo confiderable an advan- 
tage of the planting and felling of millet yearly, that they would foon become rich if 
their too potent neighbours did not continually fleece and keep them under, which they 


are not able to prevent. : 

The Chamakion River, or Rio de St.Juan, called by the Negroes, Boffum Pra, 
which they adore as a God (as the word Boflum fignifies), takes its courfe from our 
fort, pafling by the Jabifhian and Adomefe country, as well as that of Juffer, and. 
thence (if we may credit the Negroes), extending itfelf about one hundred miles in 
land. It is a {mall matter lefs than the river of Ancober, but wide enough, and hath 
the advantage of being fo laid, that loaden boats may conveniently come into it from: 
the fea, if the pilot be but fo careful as to avoid a rock near its mouth, which the failors 
call the Sugar; for elfe they are liable to be fplit, as it hath feveral times happened 
during my refidence there, and fome have been loft, efpecially if the fea happened to 
turn, or was rough. ‘This river is very advantageous to us: for befides the freth water 
with which our fhips ftore themfelves, it furnifhes the caftle with fuel for the kitchens 
and ovens, as alfo with wood neceflary for {mall fhipping ; fo that, indeed, the river is. 
really more ufeful to us than the fort itfelf; and without the former I do not believe we 
fhould long keep the latter. For befides that the commerce here is not confiderable, 
and the keeping the fortrefs very expenfive, we are continually plagued with a villain- 
ous fort of Negroes, amongft which thofe of Adom are none of the beft; whofe 
country I have before told you, ftretcheth itfelf along by the river, and contains feverat 
iflands in the midit of the faid river, adorned with fine towns and villages: and, in- 
deed, what hath furprized me molt in this country, is the wonderful fituation of the 
Adomefe territories ; for we find they are extended along both the rivers Chama. and. 
Ancober, which are reckoned above fixteen miles diftant from each other en the 
{trand ; fo that this land muft be very large, and feems to go up the river Chama ina 
ftraight line, and then turns with a narrow flip of land to Rio Cobre. Bur to proceed, 
it is governed by five or fix of the principal men, there being here no King. One of 
thefe is fo potent, that he can, as it is faid, carry the King of Jabi upon his horns. 
This republic, or commonwealth, or rather common plague to mankind (as being an 
affembly of thieves and villains), if it could be unanimous, would be able to raile a 
powerful army to the terror of their neighbours. Anno 1690, they jointly began a 
war againft.the Antefe, which continued three or four years, till they had almoft ruined 
the country and people; who yet will not fubmit to them, but continue to bid them 
defiance. 

They alfo were at war with the three nations on the river Ancober a few years paft ; 
whom they obliged to buy a peace at the price oe a large fum of gold. a 
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In thefé expeditions they had a Negro for their general:* whio -was ofa nature fo vio- 
lent for war that he could not live in peace; but as greedy of wars as he was, no ert- 
gagement fcarcely happened with thofe of Ante and the river, in which he was not 
obliged to his heels for his fafety ; fo that if his companions had been no better foldiers 
than himfelf, he had foon been ftopped in his career: and yet the other governors igre 
not difpleafe him, he being the richeft of them all in money and men. ; 

This Anqua, for fo he is called, is more deteftably bloody and barbarous than any 
Negro I have met with on the whole coaft, nor is his name ever mentioned without 
horror. 

This barbarous monfter having in an engagement taken five of his principal Antefe 
enemies, anno 1691, he wounded them all over; after which, with a more than 
brutal fury, he fatiated, though not tired himfelf, by fucking their blood at their gap- 
ing wounds; but bearing a more than ordinary grudge againft one of them, and not 
contented with the mentioned favage cruelty, he caufed him to be laid bound at his 
feet, and his body to. be pierced with hot-irons, gathering the blood that iffued from hin 
in a veffel, one half of which he drank, and offered up the reft unto his god.’ In 
this manner doth this mercilefs bloody wretch treat his conquered enemies ; and rio 
wonder, for if opportunity be wanting to exercife his cruelty on them, his own fub. 
jects always .fupply their place; for his infatiable thirft after blaod mutt one way or 
other be {atisfied. In the-year 1692, when he took the field the fecond time againft 
the Antefe, f went to give him a vifit in his camp, near Chama; he received me vei 
civilly, and treated me very well, according to.the cuftom of the country: but whit 
he and I were diverting ourfelves together, a frefh Opportunity offered itfelf for the ex- 
ercife of his brutith cruelty ; which was only a Negro obferving that one of his wives. 

“had a new-fafhioned coral on, and taking a part of it in his hand to look on, without 
taking it off her neck ; which the, not thinking any hurt, freely permitted him to do. ¥ 
thould here itiform you by the way, that thefe Negroes allow their wives all honeft 
liberty of converfation, even with their flaves. But Anqua fo refented this innocent 
treedom,. that as foon as I was out of the camp, he caufed both wife and flave to be 
put to death, drinking their blood, as he ufed to do that of his enemies, For fuch 
another trivial crime, a little before, he had caufed the hands of one of his wives to 
be cut off; after which, in derifion, he ufed to command her to look his head ‘for - 
vermin, which being impoflible with her ftumps, afforded him no {mall diverfion, } 
might, indeed, have {pared this account of his fell brutality till I come'to treat of the 
nature of the Negroes; but his inhuman’ barbarity being unparalleled among all 
the Guineans, and being upon the defcription of his country, I thought this place as 
proper; and that the rather, becaufe Iam not at prefent furnifhed with other matter. 
But to return to our defcription, The natives here are very powerful and rich; ag 
being fituate in the pafs which the inland-dealers muft come through in order to traffic 4 
by which means they have a very good opportunity of erriching themfelves by: trade. 
Befides, they have feveral gold-mines in their country, one whereof was: difcovered 
about three years paft. The riches of thefe countries confifting in gold, and the great 
numbers of people have fo puft them up, that thofe who deal with them. ought to*be: 
endowed with a*more than ordinary difcretion. 

The foil is very good and fruitful-in corn and other productions of the earth 3: which. 
it affords in fuch plenty, that, befides what ferves their own. neceffities, they always: 
expofe large quantities to fale. Here are competent numbers of cattle both tamie and 
wild, and the river abundantly ftores them with fith, fo. that nothing’ is indeed here” 


wanting that is neceflary to human fubfiftence. 
The. 
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“This, Sir; is all I.can infofm you of relating tethe countries of Jabi-and Adom; with 
sehiclr I fhall conclude this letter, and‘always. remain with refpedt; yours, 8c. 


LETTER Ill. — Containing a Defcription of the Country of Commany: of our, and the 
__Englifh Fort there. — A Relation of the War betwixt our Company and the Kingdom of 
“Commany, and its original Caufe.— A Defcription of the Caftle of Elmina ; and, to 

conclude this Letter, of the Town of that Name. 


ages 

- OUR defeription of the Gold Coatt leads us at prefent to the kingdom of Commany, 
which borders upon Adom and Jabi; but as I am juft beginning according to my 
former method, I feafonably recolle& a letter of yours, wherein you feem furprized 
‘at the war betwixt our Company and thofe of Commany. I find you are mifinformed, 
you defire I fhould fet you right. This part of your letter I formerly purpofely 
omitted, anfwering, that at that time it was not convenient to reveal fome fecret in- 
trigues; and Iam ftill fo far of the fame mind, that I had much rather you would 
excufe me, than oblige me to difguft fome men whofe good name and reputation I 
fhall always handle very tenderly. But fince you have my word that I will conceal 
nothing from you, I fhall reprefent the whole affair, as it appears to me and others 
here upon the fpot, who I think ought to be well acquajnted with it; if we have a 
wrong notion of it, a proper time will difcover it. 

Before I begin my intended relation I fhall inform you, that the country of Com- 
many extends itfelf five miles long by the fea-fide, reckoning from the river of Chama 
to the town of Mina; and it is about as broad as long. In the middle of it, on the’ 
ftrand at little Commany or Ekke-Tokki as the Negroes call it, we have an indifferent 
large fort, built by Mr. Swerts in the year 1688, called Vrendenburgh ; and a mufquet- 
fhot or two from thence the Englith have a very large fort, of which more hereafter. . 
Our fort is a fquare building, ftrengthened with good batteries, on which thirty-two 
guns may be conveniently placed, there being fo many ports in the breaft-work for 
them. It is large enough for fixty men to live in; though at prefent there are not 
near fo many, and but twenty guns; notwithftanding all which it is fufficient, not only 
to defend itfelf againft, but to repulfe a great number of Negroes; as was found by 
experience, anno 1695, when I commanded there. Our enemies attacked us by night ; 
I had but a very forry garrifon, not full twenty men, half of which were not capable 
of fervice: and yet i forced them to retire with lofs, after a fight of five hours. It 
was wonderful, and no fmall fign of divine protection, that we loft but two men in 
this a€tion; for we had no doors to moft of our gun-holes, and the Negroes poured {mall 
thot on us as thick as hail; infomuch that thofe few doors which were left to fome gun- 
holes were become like a target which had been fhot at for a mark, and the very ftaff 
which our flag was faftened on, though it took up fo little room, did not efcape fhot- 
free. You may imagine what cafe we were in, when one of them began to hack our 
very doors with an axe: but this undertaker being killed, the reft fheered off. ‘The 
general to whom I had reprefented my weak condition, agvifed two fhips to anchor be- 
fore out fort, in order to fupply me with men and ammunition: Peter Hinken, the 
captain of one of. thefe veffels, endeavouring to execute the general’s order, the day 
before I was attacked, fent his boat full of men with-orders to come to me; but they 
were no fooner on land than the Negroes fell upon them fo furioufly, even under our 
cannon, that they killed feveral of them, which though I faw I could not prevent; 

for 
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for. attempting to fire upon the enemy with our cannon, I foand them-all nailed sof 
which piece of treacherous villainy, according to all appearance, my own gunner was 
the ator, whom I therefore fent in chains to the general (at our chief place of refi- 
dence), who {wore that“he would punith him exemplarily ; but inftead of that, he 
foon after not only fet him at liberty, but preferred him to a gunner’s place, of 
greater importance. . ee oe 

For this reafon I was forced to be an idle fpectator of. the miferable_ flaughter of our 
men, not being able to lend them the leaft affiftance ; and if the Negroes had at that 
inftant ftormed us, we were in no pofture of refiftance. But they going to eat, gave 
me time to prepare for the entertainment I gave them, as I have before told you. 
Here I cannot help relating a comical accident which happened : going to vifit’ the 
pofts of our fort, to fee whether every body-was at their duty, one of the foldiers 
quitting his poft.told me, that the Negroes, well knowing he had but one hat in the 
world, had malicioufly thot away the crown, which he would revenge if I would give 
him a few grenadoes, I had no fooner ordered him two, than he called out to the 
Negroes.from the breaft-work in their own language, telling them he would prefent 
them with fomething to eat; and kindling his grenadoes, immediately threw them 
down amongft them ; they obferving them to burn, crowded about them, and were at 
Grit very agreeably diverted ; but when they burit, they fo galled them, that they had 
no great ftomach to fuch another meal. 

But now to come to the Commanian war, upon which, fince our whole welfare 
feems to depend, you mutt not think me tedions if I am very particular ; it being 
impoffible for you to comprehend or form any notion of it without you are thoroughly 
informed of its original fource.. Wherefore I fhall look back as far as the government of 
your very good friend —~—- (defiring you not to be difpleafed, if I mention fome dif- 
agreeable particulars ; for I affure you that I will not tranfgrefs the leaft tittle beyond 
the naked truth). He found this place in a flourifhing condition and in peace, though 
not firmly eftablifhed therein. But long-fighted obfervers could eafily difcern the coals 
of difcord kindling amongft the Commanians, which was ready to burft out into an 
open war upon the leaft occafion, as indeed they had done in Mr. ’s time, if not 
prevented by his fervant, who was brother to the King of Commany. But Mr. 
being gone, and the mentioned fervant not only excluded out of all negociations, ‘but 
ill-treated befides ; the Commanians only wanted a pretext of breaking with us to put 
their defigns in execution. The year 1694 afforded them their wifhed opportunity = 
for fome miners being fent to us from Europe, they were ordered to make an effay at 
a hill fituate in Commany about half a mile above our fort Vrendenburg, that moun- 
tain feeming to be well placed for their purpofe, and withal promifing to reward their 

ains. 

This hill was at that time dedicated to one of their gods, though there was fearcely 
ever any talk of any fuch thing before; but this was only a pretence that they made 
ule of to declare war againft us. ‘The miners began their work, but in a few da’ Sy 
apprehending nothing, they were aflaulted, miferably abufed, robbed of all they had, 
and thofe who were not nimble enough, kept prifoners for fome time. _ We imme- 
diately complained of this gil-ufage to the King of Commany, who was villainous 
enough to remove the blame from his own door, and fix it upon one John Kabes, a 
Negro, who lived-near our fort, and with whom we always traded very confiderably ; 
urging that he had done it in revenge for the ill-treatment he had met with from our 
former governor or chief commander. That this was only a feigned excufe was very 
evident ;- for the mentioned Negro was fo arrant a coward, that he durft not have 

ventured: 








858 , BOSMAN’S - CUIRE 


‘ventured onan attempt fo dangerous without the-King's ‘exprefs command... But the 
ere refolved to break with us,..and-becaufe he could find no better excufe made 
of this, 

Mr. , without any farther enquiry, refolved to go to Cofnmany in perfon, inorder . 
to take fatisfaCtion of John Kabes for the injury; to which purpofe he took fome of 
the forces of Elmina along with him; and being come to Commany, he immediately 
detached a party to John Kabes’ village, who came out to meet them, leading a theep 
to prefent to Mr. , and clear himfelf of what he was accufed: but feeing the El- 
mina forces fall upon his goods without giving him any warning, and begin to plunder, 
as great a coward as he was he put himfelf into a pofture of defence, and our people 
finding he was refolved to fell his effets as dear as he could, the fkirmifh began, and 
{ome on both fides were very well beaten. 

After this all our affairs run at random. It fhewed the King of Commany our 
private, and John Kabes our profeffed enemy ; who, to revenge the injury done him, 
invited the Englifh into Commany, giving them a dwelling-place about a mile from 
our fort in one of his falt villages; refolving to fettle them with the firft opportunity 
in the old ruined fort that they formerly poffeffed, which foon after fucceeded according 
to his with. For the Englith are fo well fortified there, that it will be impoffible’ to 
remove them unlefs in time of war: for their fort is as large, and hath four batteries as 
well as ours; befides which, it hath alfoa turret fit to be planted with guns, from which 
they may extremely incommode us, confidering that they have more and larger cannon 
than ours; in fhort, we dre there likely to have a nice bone to pick. What injury 
this neighbourhood hath already done our trade, every one knows who is acquainted 
with this coaft; as alfo how eafily it might have been prevented. But Mr.—— was 
too fiery to think fedately, or hearken to wife counfels; and contrary to all reafon, he 
defired nothing fo much as war, and the honour he hoped to get thereby, vainly pro- 
mifing himfelf that he fhould fucced as well as Mr. Swerts in 1687, who intirely conquered 
and fubje€ted the Commanians, after they had in the war loft their King and feveral of. 
the greateft men in their kingdom. The gentleman I am fpeaking of defigned the 
fame, not confidering the difference between the fortune and fuccefs of the one and 
the other: notwith{tanding all which I dare aver that he might have fucceeded if he 
had not been deluded by the too great opinion he had conceived of himfelf and his 
followers, and his too contemptible thoughts of his enemies; for he hired an army of 
Jufferians and Cabefterians for lefs than soool. fterling, which were twice as ftrong as 
that of Commany, and come, might have fubdued them. But he was ready 
enough to imagine, that with this force he could eafily conquer not only Cammany, 
but all the coaft: and accordingly, very impudently threatened the Fantynefe and 
Saboefe, that after he had corrected the Commanians, he would give them a dif- 
agreeable vifit. Thefe two nations, well knowing how confiderably they were indebted 
tous, which, if they endeavoured to pay otherwife than by their continual villainies, 
was not owing to their want of will, but power; they foon embraced this favourable 
opportunity in joining their forces with thofe of Commany ; to fupport which, they 
believed it their unqueftionable intereft ; and by this means they became ftronger than 
our auxiliaries. A fufficient proof of this is our firft unfgrtunate battle, in which we 
joft all our auxiliaries, and the money they coft us. This ‘fight was much more bloody 
than the wars of the natives ufually are ; rh the greateft part of the men we miffed were 
killed, and the reft taken prifoners, by which we were reduced to a miferable eftate, 
not knowing what meafures to take, as having made the moft potent nations of the 
country.our enemies. And indeed we fhould never have been able to have made any 
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. . . 
frefh attempt,. if the enemies themfelves had not feafonably played an opportunity into 
our hands by their inteftine divifions. The King’s brother Tecki-Ankan (the prefent 
King of Commany) came over to our fide, and was in a fhort time ftrengthened by 
the Adomians and other auxiliaries; which occafioned a fecond engagement, fo warm 
on both fides, that the vitory- was long dubious, till at laft it feemed to incline on our 
fide fo far, that our army fell greedilyto plunder ; which being obferved by Abe-Tecky 
the Commanian King (who excelled all his contemporary Negroes in valour and con- 
duct, and had hitherto kept himfelf out of the fight and laid us this bait), he unex- 
pettedly marched towards us with frefh forces, who had their mufquets turned the 
wrong way in order to deceive us; which took fo good effect, that we, taking them for 
our friends, continued our greedy courfe of plunder, till the King came upon us, and 
his men turning their mufquets fired fo brifkly at us, that they diverted us from the 
prey, and obliged every body to fave his life as well as he could: thus leaving the 
Coinmanians a fecond complete vi€tory, thofe who could efcape, made the beft of 
their way to our fort. PS 

Thefe were two pernicious loffes, the greateft part of which undoubtedly ought to 
be charged on Mr. . for, had he been fo prudent as to conceal his refentment 
againit the Fantyneans and Saboans; and, inftead of irritating them, gained them by 
a bribe, as he afterwards was obliged to do, though in vain, I do not believe they 
would have concerned themfelves fe the Commanians ; by which means, after he had 
(which was very feafible) extirpated the Commanians, he might with the fame force 
have reduced the Fantyneans and Saboans to reafon. ; 
_ Onr affairs continued in this pofture till Mr. expiring, left the government to his 
fucceffor, Mr. ——, who, as new lords generally oceafion new laws, finding we loft by the . 
war, by advice of thofe whom the Company had entrufted, prudently refolved, if pofftle, 
to put an end to the war, and accordingly brought the Commanians to fo good a temper, 
that we foon became friends ; they not only obliging themfelves to make good the da- 
mage we had fuftained, but becoming as zealoufly engaged in our intereft as the pof- 
ture of affairs could encourage us to hope: and it was very much to be withed, for the 
advantage of our Company, that the peace could have continued, which would have 
confiderably advanced our trade, and fpared the large fums we were obliged to difburfe 
in the following war. But the Englifh here envying our happy conclufion of the war, 
and fearing it would not much conduce to their advantage, contrived methods to break 
the peace. The means which they chiefly hit upon, and pratifed, were to poffefs the 
King, that, confidering his two victories, he ought rather to afk than give. fatisfac-” 
tion, which they reinforced by inculcating our weak condition and his ftrength ; urg- 
ing, that we ‘were not in a pofture to act offenfively again, but would be obliged, not 
only to entreat, but to buy a peace of him, which would furnifh him with an oppor- 
tunity of forcing his own conditions upon us. 

The King being not only a Commanian by birth, and confequently of their tur- 
bulent humour, but fufficiently elevated by his paft victories, foon liftened to’ the Eng- 
lifh advice of breaking with us. ‘To which he was encouraged by their affurance, that 
they would make his caufe their own, and accordingly fupply him with all proper ne- 
ceflaries: upon which, he renewed his old courfe, and did as much mifchief as ever. 
This we patiently fuffered for fome time, vainly expedting relief from fair means; but 
the longer we depended on them, they ferved only to augment his outrages, and oblige 
us to have recourfe to forcible means, which were now become abfolutely neceffary to 
preferve our charaCter amongft the reft of the nations of this country ; and accordingly 
we began to think of warmer meafures. And, in conjunction with other perfons pro- 
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per to be confulted, it was refolved to bring a confiderable force into the field, which 
fhould, to make fhort work at-once, be able to chaftife the Commanians ; for this end, 
we were of opinion, that as the Fantyneans lived now in amity with us, it would be very 
. eafy to gain them to our fide, and, by that means, enable ourfelves to tame the King of 
Commany on occafion. We treated with them accordingly, and dt laft, in confideration of 
the value of nine hundred pounds fterling, to be paid to them, they obliged themfelves 
to fight the Commanians till they had utterly extirpated them. We now thought our- 
feives very fecure, daily expecting the Fantyneans to take the field ; but here the Eng- 
lith quafhed our defign, and, in order to keep their word with the King of Commany, 
or at teaft to throw an objtacle in our way, one of their governors went from Cabo- 
cors to Fantyn, and prevailed with that people, for exactly the fame fum as we had 
before ‘given them, to ftand neuter; which being only oppofed by the Braffo, they 
foon difpatched him out of the way, fubftituting immediately another in his room. To 
one who knoweth how common and trivial a crime perjury is among{t the Negroes, it 
will not appear incredible, that they fhould rather ftand ftill for one thoufand eight 
hundred pounds than for nine hundred. Thus our hopeful negotiation ended with the 
irrecoverable lofs of our money. 

‘The Commanians, for this reafon, growing more arrogant, began to infult us more 
than ever: to remedy which, we agreed with the Adomians to affift us for lefs than 
five hundred pounds, but they falling out about the divifion of the money, as well as 
the Acaniftians and Cabefterchians (who were alfo by contra& obliged to our aiflift- 
ance), agreed only not to ftir one foot from home. Being thus difappointed, we caft 
our laft anchor, and agreed with the Dinkirafchians for the fum of eight hundred 
pounds to take our fide, but were herein fo unhappy, that they, falling into a war -with 
their near neighbours, were obliged to neglect our caufe to defend their own country : 
they indeed were yet fo honeft as to return our money, except only a fmall quantity 
which ftwck to the fingers of their meffengers ; we alfo got back the greateft part of 
what we had given to the Adomians, but could not recover the leaft part of what the 
Fantyneans had got of us. Being in this defperate condition, we left no means unattempted 
to tedrefs ourfelves, though in vain, for we were cheated on all fidés. We thought of 
making an honourable end with the King of Commany, but how to compafs that we 
could not imagine ; fearing, as the Englifh promifed, we fhould be obliged to beg a 
peace, which had certainly happened, if at this critical jun€ture a better and more ho- 
nourable way had not offered itfelf, The before-mentioned brother of the. King of 
Commany, who, for fome piece of villainy (as it is reported), had, together with his 
wife and children, been fent as flaves to Suriname by Mr. , but, declared free by 
the Company, were brought hither again. Upon his arrival, we employed him to 
found whether his brother was moft inclined to war or peace, by which means we 
found, that he being tired with the former, would be very willing to accept the latter : 
making ufe of this opportunity to our entire fatisfa€tion, we concluded a peace upon 
very honourable and good terms ;. neither fide defiring more than a fettled and lafting 
peate, as it had undoubtedly been, if an accident as unexpected had not interrupted 
it; for we had but juft begun to relifh the pleafure of our new tranquillity, and learned 
to prefer a profperous eafe before a pernicious war; when the Englifh here being. dif- 
gufted at it, or growing jealous that the King would adhere too clofely to us, we being 
his old friends, and thake them off, or for fome other unknown reafon, they murdered 
him, in a manner efteemed barbarous by all Europeans, when he-came to divert him- 
feif amongit them, and make merry with them ; thus ungratefully rewarding the fe- 
veral years fervice he had done them. : “ef 
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This barbarous adtion occafioned a great alteration on. the-coaf. . Ehe Commanians, 
hitherto fo ftriGly allied to the Englifh, became their moft inveterate enemies, refolvs 
ing, at any rate, to revenge their King’s death: Tecki-Ankah, on the contrary, be- 
came their greateft friend; and, having a hand in his brother’s murder, he fled from 
us and fheltered himfel#amongft the Englith, and agreed with theni to fall upon the 
Commanians with the firft opportunity: they itvited us to join with them, but that 
was refufed, we not being obliged to enter into a war on their account, and having too 
long found how fatal a war is to our commerce. They, however, went on with their 
defign, hiring the Negroes of Saboe-Acany and Cabes-Terra, with which auxiliaries 
Tecki-Ankan came into the field, and engaged the Commanians with fuch ill fuccefs, 
that, notwithftanding the number of his men was quadruple to. theirs, yet he was to- 
tally routed. The Commanians owed this fignal victory to their general, Amo-Tecki, 
a Negro, who in valour equalled, if not exceeded, their murdered King. 

Notwithftanding we had been hitherto perfeétly neuter, the Negro general fent a 
civil meffage to our governor, together with feveral of the fkulls of his vanquithed 
enemies, in token that he had refolved to live and die in the fervice of the Hollanders ; 
his meflenger was civilly received, and afte? thanks and prefemts to the general, dif- 
miffed. Were I obliged to determine concerning this a€tion, | muft own that we had 
then the faireft opportunity in the world to obftruét the Englith, and refent their former 
injuries, if we had quitted Tecki-Ankan as he deferted us, and joined with the Com- 
manians again{t them. But here was a Remora in the way: for one of the greateft 
villains of this country being then broken to the Campany here, had fo gained the ear 
of Mr. our governor, that he looked upon all other advice as pernicious. This 
favourite, whether encouraged: thereto by intereft, or prompted by an inveterate hatred, is 
uncertain, was continually buzzing {tories in the governor’s ears, in order to irritate him 
againft the Commanians. They, in the mean-time, difcerning his carriage, where it 
was likely to end, were not afraid to offer us fome injuries ; by which means Akim (fo 
the broker was called) gained his end ; fo he had now fome arguments to offer for be- 
ginning a war againft them, and fucceeded fo well with Mr. » that, without con- 
fulting or imparting it to the council, he refolved upon an action equally perfidious and 
deteftable ; which was to attack the Fetuans, a people fubjeét to the Commanians, 
contrary to the common faith of nations, when they came under our protection. to. 
market with their goods : accordingly this was barbaroufly put in execution, and they 
robbed of all they brought, fome of them killed, and eighty made prifoners. Pray, 
Sir, be pleafed to judge impartially ; Was not the law of nations herein violated in the 
higheft degree? I cannot ‘help believing it was; and that His Excellency cannot an- 
fwer his acting in this manner, without the advice or knowledge of the council. Had 
they indeed confented to this bafe a€tion, he might, as a pretext, have alledged, that 
thefe of Fetu were juftly punifhed, becaufe they murdered fome women of Elmina as 
they were pafling by them; though it is very improbable, becanfe the Fetuans pro- 
tefted themfelves innocent of this fat, and kept up a good correfpondence with us; 
nor is it to be imagined they durft fo far injure us, ‘or offer fuch a piece of villainy, or 
that, after that, they fhould fearlefs and defencelefs come to our market to vend their 
commiodities,-is what can never be believed by unprejudiced perfons. But feveral 
boldly affirmed, that the above-mentioned murder of the women.was committed by the 
contrivance and’ command of Akim himfelf and Tecky-Ankan ; defignedly to lay it to 
the charge of the Commanians, in order to ferve as a fpecious pretext to: juftify our 
breaking and interrupting all commerce with them. Whether this be true or falfe 
Heaven only can determine; but it is certain, that the gentlemen of the council, 
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though they refenited it as an abominable aétion, were not willing to difcdver their fen- 
timents when paft, becaufe the blame muft neceffarily fall upon Akim, whom they knew 
to be villain enough to revenge himfelfat the expence of their lives: for which reafon, 
they paffed over it in, filence. : 

By thefe unwarrantable pratices our trade at Elmina was mimediately ftifled, and 
the Commanians and Fetuans were become our profeffed enemies; which fo animated 
the Englifh, that inftead of making peace with the ‘Saboans, the ftrongeft of the two, 
they {trengthened themfelves to the atmoft, and orice more engaged the Commanians ; 
who with their {mall force behaved themfelves fo well, that they had certainly got the 
day if their general had not been obliged to retire out of the army by a wound he re. 
ceived; which fo confounded them, that after they had began to put their enemies to flight, 
upon miffing their commander, they betook themfelves to their heels in the utmoft dif. 
order, leaving Tecki-Ankan and his followers an entire vi€tory ; their general and feve- 
ral of the moft confiderable amongft them being killed and taken prifoners. By this 
fuccefs Tecki-Ankan became King of Commany, and we, as well as the Englith, had a 
fhare of advantage by it; though we might, if other meafures had been taken, have 
done ourfelves much more confiderable fervices; but, not to lay down uncertainties for 
undeniable truths, all men, whilft they are men, are liable to frailties, and the managers 
of this affair had their frailties as well as others. Thus Ihave faid enough of the Com- 
manian war, and its true fource, by which you may be the better enabled to {peak of 
it on occafion, and though I have left blanks for the names of our governors, you 
cannot be ignorant who is there intended ; I have alfo handled the whole as tenderly as 
was poffible without prejudice totruth ; and, what is faid to the-difadvantage of Mr, —— 
ought rather to be afcribed to his miftaken opinion of his favourite Akim, than to any 
ill intention ; but if you afk how he became fo fond of him, it is reported, that before 
he was preferred to the government, this wretch ferved him with a fidelity. uncommon 
amongft the Negroes, which tinctured him with fuch a fettled good opinion of him, 
that he never could believe any thing againft him. However it was, it is certain, that 
his fond affection to this villain was by him abufed only to enrich himfelf, and render 
his mafter’s government odious to all people; and thus he is liable to be injured who 
repofeth too much confidence in any one man, and defpifeth the good intentions of 
others to ferve him. ; 

I fhall fubmit this relation to your impartial judgment, and return to the end of 
Commany. Three little miles below our fort Vredenburg, at the village or town of 
Mina, is fituate the caftle of St. George d’Elmina, fo famous throughout the world; it 
takes its name from the town, but why the Portuguefe, who were its baptizers, gave it 
this name, I cannot determine, for no gold mines are found for feveral miles about it; 
but if I may guefs, I am apt to think it was becaufe here they found a great affluence 
of gold from all parts; which feeming juft as if it came immediately from the mines, 
might probably induce them to give it this name, which it hath ever fince kept. I can- 
not pretend to inform you exattly when they began to build the caftle, but can only 
tell you, that we took it from them in 1638, and it is indeed juftly become famous ; 
for to {peak but the bare truth of it, for beauty and ftrength it hath not its equal upon 
the whole coaft. It is built {quare, with very high walls, four good batteries within, 
and another on the outwork of the caftle; on the fide towards the land it is adorned 
with two canals, cut.in the rock on which it ftands, which are always furnifhed with 
rain or freth water, fuflicient for the ufe of our garrifon and fhips: befides which, we 
have within the caftle three very fine cifterns, holding feveral hundred tuns, to preferve 
rain-water, fo that we are in no great danger of wanting that neceflary element. Upon 
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the caftle are placed heavy brafs-guns; befides, the lower battery is filled with 
iron pieces, which are daily fired by way of falutation to fhips, and on fuch like occa- 
fions. There is room for a garrifon of above two hundred men in this caftle, as well 
as for feveral officers befides, all which may be fo conveniently lodged, that they would 
have no reafon to complain. 

Under, or before this caftle, is the town of Mina, called by the natives Oddena ; it 
is very long and indifferently broad; the houfes are built with rock-ftone, in which it 
differs from al] other places, they being ufually only compofed of clay and wood. 
About fifteen or fixteen years paft it was very populous, and eight times as {trong as at 
prefent, the inhabitants being then very terrible to all the Negroes on the coatt, and 
fuch as could, under a good general, fucceed in great undertakings; but about fifteen 
years paft, the fmall-pox fwept away fo many, and fince, by the Commanian wars, to- 
gether with the tyrannical government of fome of their generals, they have been fo 
miferably depopulated and impoverifhed, that it is hardly to be believed how weak it is 
at prefent, it not being able to furnifh out fifty armed men without the help of the fervants 
of the Europeans; and there is no place upon the whole Gold Coaft without fome of the 
Negroes of Elmina, for fome of them, who were friends to the Commanians, fled to 
them, but moft of them from the tyranny of their governors, and our above-mentioned 
Akim, who only kept them as fheep for flaughter. When I firft came upon the coaft, 
I have frequently told five or fix hundred canoes which went a fifhing every morning ; 
whereas now {carcely one hundred appear, and all the people fo poor, that their miferable 
cafe is very deplorable, efpecially if we refle&t upon their former condition: fo that 
indeed, it is highly neceffary that a governor fhould quickly be fet over them; who, 
by mild ufage, would foon recall the deferters, efpecially if he were fo. prudent as to 
banifh, .or at leaft cramp Akim, fo that he fhould not be able to go far inland, where 
he hath, at our coft, made himfelf fo many friends, that he would certainly. do more 
mifchief. ‘This is what I am of opinion would fucceed well if put in praétice, and 1 
heartily with it for the good of our company, and all the poor people of the village ; in 
which hope and expectation I conclude, &c. 





LETTER IV. — Containing a Defeription of Fetu, and our Fort, together with the chief 
Place of Refidence of the Englifh, and another Fort there fituated—A Defcription of 
Saboe, and Fort Nafaw there ; of Fantyn and the Places pofeffed by us, and the Englifh— 
The great Power and perverfe Nature of the Fantynean Negroes, by which we, as well 
as the Englifh, fuffer very much, 


Sir, 

I WROTE to you my laft, which, though it met with a tedious paffage, I hope 
did not prove difagreeable when it reached your hands, and fince I fent that, I am- 
honoured with yours of the 24th, brought to the coaft by a Zealand interloper. I can- 
not help obferving, that, pufhed on by a very inquifitive genius, you not only make ufe 
of all opportunities of writing to me, continually urging me to purfue my defcription of 
the coaft; but are always putting me in mind of anfwering by the fame fhip. But my 
very good friend, do not you know that Iam forbidden the receiving of any letters 
from, or delivery of any to fuch hips. 1 dare fay you think there is no difference what 
fhip brings the letter, if it be right delivered ; well, to tell you the truth, I do not think 
the difference very great, and provided our company be not injured, I cannot fee any 
crime in it; wherefore you may be affured that I fhall flip no opportunity, and if Ries 
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pleafe to continue the fame care, the opportunities here, and’ in Europe, are fo frequent, 
that we may be enabled, by the continual interchange of letters, to be always informed 
of each other’s welfare. ‘ 

From my-former three, which in all probability you have received before now, you 
found that I am free enough, and confequently need not be afked twice: but to gratify 
your defire as effectually as I can, I fhall begin where I broke off my laft, at the caftle 
of Elmina, and fo continue my defcription. 

Below, or next our caftle, and by the village Mina, runs a fmall river inwards to-. 
wards the country, for about half a mile, the water of which, according to Monfieur 
Focquenbrog, is ten times falter than the falteft brine or pickle: though I have, in the 
months of May and June, found it as frefh as rain-water: perhaps becaufe in thefe 
months the rains are fo great, and the waters fall off the circumjacent hills into this 
river, as fwiftly as a tide from the fea, fo that this place is very convenient for water- 
mills, the ftream fo running, that it would eafily turn a mill. But what Mr. Focquen- 
brog affirms of the faltnefs of this river, muft be under{tood in very dry feafons: for 
the foil hereabouts being very nitrous, and the-river very thallow, it is probable enough 
that the fea-water in this river may be fooner congealed into falt by the fun, than in 
the main fea, which the inhabitants have alfo obferved: for they boil this water into 
falt, by which they gain confiderably. This river feparates the country of Commany 
from that of Fetu. Near this, and in Fetu, is fituate upon a high hill, called St. Jago, 
our fortrefs of Conraadsburg, which is a beautiful quadrangular fort, ftrengthened, as 
moft of ours are, with four good batteries, befides four leffer, which it hath in the out- 
wall that encompafies it. In fhort, here is cannon enough, and the fort is fo ftrong, 
that if it were well ftored with provifions, and well garrifoned, it would do very good 
fervice: it has an indifferent high tower in the middle, which only adorns the building, 
but from the top affords a moft beautiful profpeét of the circumjacent land and ocean, 
as well as ufefully ferves to difcover hips feven or eight miles diltant at fea. 

Before any fort was built upon St. Jago, that hill was of great fervice ; it was from 
thence we chiefly obliged the caftle of St. George to furrender, for our cannon planted 
there perfectly commanded the caftle ; wherefore we ought to be nearly concerned for 
the defence and prefervation of this fort and hill; for thefe once loft, the caftle of 
St. George could not hold out long, and accordingly therefore as much care is always 
taken of this as the caftle itfelf, there being always an enfign left there with a good 
garrifon under his command. St. Jago being in Fetu, I fhall here acquaint you that 
that land is forty miles long, and about as broad: it begins, as I have told you above, 
with the hill St. Jago, or the Salt River, and ends below the Danifh Mount, pafling 
by Cabocors, This country was formerly fo powerful and populous that it ftruck 
terror into all its neighbour-nations, efpecially that of Commany, which it fubjeéted to 
its government, But it is at prefent fo drained by continual wars, that it is entirely 
ruined, and almoft owns the Commanians its mafters, the King of Fetu nor his nobles 
not daring to ftir without the permiflion of the King of Commany; the greateft caufe 
of which is, that in the Commanian wars Fetu was divided, part of it adhering to the - 
Commanians, and part to our fide, and fome of each being killed they fuffered a double 
lofs, and were very much diminifhed in the laft battle, fo that you may very well con- 
je€ture they cannot be very numerous ; nor indeed are there enough to give this fine 
country its proper tillage, though it is.fo fruitful and pleafant that it may be compared 
to Ante. Frequently. upon walking through it before the laft war, I have feen it 
abound. with fine well-built and populous towns, fo agreeably enriched with vait quan- 
tities of corn and cattle, palm-wine and oil, that it was not a little pleafant to obferve 5 
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but what was moft charming was, that it was fo covered with fmooth ftraight paths, 
and trees ftanding fo thick together, from Elmina to Simbe (a village about a mile and 
a half up the Fetuan country), that I have been fheltered both from.fen and rain. 
The beautiful lofty trees on the hills, and frefh rivers in this country, do not a little 
adorn it. In fhort, this land very well deferves its fituation fo near our chief place of 
refidence. ; 

‘The inhabitants all apply themfelves without any diftinétion to agriculture; fome fow 
corn, others prefs oil and draw wine from the palm-tree, with both which it is plenti- 
fully ftored. About three miles on foot, or two long ones by fea from this place, .at 
the town of Ooegwa, or according to othets, Cabacors, which is a cape bearing out 
at fea, is the Englith chief fort, which next to that of St. George d’Elmina is the largeft 
and moft beautiful on the whole coaft ; within, it is well furnifhed with fine and well. 
built dwelling-places ; before it they have alfo built a high turret to fecure the lives of 
the people of the town, in cafe of an invafion of hoftile Negroes. The fort is ftrength- 
ened with four very large batteries, befides a fifth, on which are planted thirteen pieces 
of heavy cannon, and thefe being pointed at the water-paflage, can eafily prevent any 
fhips of their enemies’ anchoring in that road; befides which, a great rock lies jutt 
before the fort, fo that it is impoffible to thoot at it from the fea. 

The worft of all is, that here is generally but a very weak garrifon ;_ one part of 
which (I mean the foldiers) confifts of fach ‘miferable poor wretches, that the very 
fight of them excites pity. They look as awkward and as wrifled as an old company of 
Spaniards ; the reafon of which is, partly, that they greedily entertain thofe who quit 
or defert our fervice ; which they will never deliver over to us out of a miftaken merc a 
thereby freeing them from their deferved punithment. And though by firm promifes 
and mutual agreement, we have frequently and interchangeably obliged ourfelves not 
to countenance or entertain any deferters from each other, but on the contrary to fend 
them home in irons, yet they have once more broken the articles 3 and notwithitand- 
ing that thofe who run away from us are chiefly fottith wretches, yet they are very 
welcome to them; the Englifh never being better pleafed than when the foldier {pends 
his money in drink, efpecially in punch; a liquor made of brandy, water, lime-juice 
and fugar, which make altogether an unwholefome mixture. Some of the agents 
make a confiderable advantage of felling this liquor by their emiffaries under-hand ; 
for the foldier pays double its value, and thofe who fpend but a little money that way, 
are {ure to be very well beaten, they taking no care whether the foldier at pay-day faves 
gold enough to buy victuals, for it is fufficient if he have but {pent it in punch; by 
which exceflwe tipling and forry feeding, moft of the garrifon look as if they were 
hag-ridden. This is a fault which fome greedy agents will not correét, becaufe they 
would lofe too much by an alteration. 

It is very well known that you are a learned phyfician, but I cannot tell whether 
you are of Mr. Bontekoe’s opinion, who ventures to fay that moft men fhorten their 
days by an irregular way of living, but this muft be candidly interpreted : however, 
you underftanding this beft, I fhall leave it to you to determine ; but if our mentioned 
author means fuch irregular lives. as the Englith live here, I fhould make no difficulty 
to declare for his do&trine. It is incredible how many are confumed by this damnable 
liquor (pardon the expreffion), which is not only confined to the foldiery, but fome of 
the principal people are fo bigotted to it, that I really believe for all the time I was 
upon the coaft, that at leaft one of their agents, and factors innumerable, died yearly. 
So that if the ftate of health in Guinea be computed by the number of Englith which 
die here, certainly this country muft have a much more unhealthful wame in England, 
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than with us; and to tellan Englithman that their illnefs proceeds from their debauches 
in this liquor, would fignify juft as much as to inform them that the exceffive eating of 
flefh (of which they are fuch great lovers) is very prejudicial to human bodies. But 
enough of this. 

Under the Englifh fort is the before-mentioned town, which was formerly well peo- 
pled; but this, as well as all the others, has fuffered very much in the Cammanian 
war; befides that the mnitiplicity of Englith interlopers hath continually ftript it of its 
inhabitants ; for when they come hither, they always take fome of them with them to 
Fida, to affift them in buying of flaves; after which, they liking the place, live there, 
and feldom remember to come home again, fo that at prefent the village is half wafted, 
and the houfes are in a ruinated condition. 

Behind this town the Englifh have a large tower, upon which are planted fix pieces 
of cannon, and garrifoned I believe with about as many men. This doth, or thould 
ferve, as they fay, tokeep the Negroes of the town in awe, as well as defend them 
from all other Negroes their enemies, that come from the in-land country ; but in my 
opinion, it is a perfect unneceffary charge, their caftle being fo high that it will eafily 
perform that office alone. 

Under the Englith fort is a houfe, not unlike a {mall fort, with a flag on it and fome 
cannon ; this is inhabited by an Englith Mulatto, by name Edward Barter, who hath 
a greater power on the coait than a | ‘the three Englifh agents together (in whom,the 
chief command of the coaft is vefted jointly); who, by reafon of their fhort ftay here, 
are {o little acquainted with the affairs of this coaft, that they fuffer themfelves to be 
guided by him, who very well knows how to make his advantage of them: he is 
Become fo confiderable that he can raife a large number of armed men, fome whereof 
are his own flaves, and the reft freemen that adhere to him ; fo that his intereft is at 
prefent fo great that he is very much refpetted, honoured and ferved by the principal 
people about him; and whoever defigns to trade with the Englifh, muft {tand well 
with him before he can fucceed. This Mulatto pretends to be a Chriftian, and by his 
knowledge of that religion, which he hath acquired by the advantage he hath of reading 
and writing, might very well pafs for one; but his courfe of life is utterly contra- 
di€tory, for though he is lawfully married in England, he hath above eight wives and 
as many miftreffes. But this the Englifh muft not take for difhoneft or irreligious, 
fince moft of their chief officers or governors follow the Mulatto’s example pretty 
clofely, for I believe that two of the prefent agents have about fix. : 

Upon the Danifh Mount (fo called becaufe the Danes poffeffed it before the Englith), 
js another Englifh fort, of which they boaft as much as we do of ours of St. Jago, but 
without the leaft reafon, for it lay four years more like a defolate country cottage than 
a fortrefs, its fhattered walls being mended with clay, and its houfe within covered 
with reeds, as thofe of the Negroes; and if I were an utter ftranger to the flovenlinefs 
of the Englith, I thould admire why they are fo carelefs of a place of fo great an im- 
portance; for if an enemy becomes matter of this hill, and plants but fix pieces of 
cannon there, he is confequently mafter of Cabacors alfo, it lying fo far at his mercy 
that he may from hence level it with the ground; and yet it continued in this ridiculous 
condition all the laft war, and might éafily have been taken by twelve men; and 
really we cannot help wondering here to fee the Englith regard nothing fo much as 
enriching themfelyes at the expence of their matters. 

But at laft, it feems, fome well-meaning officer has informed the gentlemen of the 
African Company in England, of the wretched ftate of this fortrefs; for in the year 
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they have been rebuilding of it, having entirely pulled down the old one. ‘The agents 
obliged me with a fight of the model, purfuant to which that already finithed is built, 
as the whole is intended; and by this I perceive they do not defign to take up a large 
compafs of ground; but when finifhed it will be fo {trong that no fort on the coaft will 
be comparable to it. The form of it, and the natural ftrength of the hill, which they 
intend to cut fteep, fo that but one accefs to it fhall be left, will render it fo ftrong, 
that if well {tored with provifions, and well garrifoned, it cannot be taken without great 
difficulty ; which will be yet augmented if we confider that the enemies, being unac- 
cuftomed to the air, and apprehenfive of the natives, can hardly befiege it: they who 
would have it muft take it by furprize, for] dare engage when it is finifhed the Englith 
may fafely depend on it: but the building advances fo flowly, that heaven knows when 
that will be. But to leave the Englith to fhift for themfelves, and to come to our defcrip. 
tion of Saboe, which begins at the bottom of this hill, and ends about half a mile below 
Mouree, being in its whole extent along the fhore hardly two miles long, and about 
twice as broad. From the Danifh Mount it is about a little half mileto Congo, where 
we formerly had a fine ftone houfe, divided and fituated upon two hillocks, where our 
flag was planted, of which there is only a {mall remainder left, fufficient to prove our 
propriety ;° and indeed we cannot expect any other advantage by building in this place 
than to keep out other Europeans; for if any of them fhould fettle here, they might 
very much prejudice our trade at Mouree. 

Saboe is about equal in power with Commany, and its inhabitants exactly as great 
villains, we bene obliged to blame their King, next the Englith, for the mifcarriage of 
our defign againft Commany. For this ignominious wretch, under pretence of being 
moderator betwixt the Commanians and us, abufed us feveral times by dilatory and 
fraudulent means, which, though we plainly faw, yet we were afraid to refent, leaft, 
inftead of a feigned friend, we fhould make him our profefled enemy; and for this 
reafon, we were obliged, not only to pafs by his mean-fpirited frauds unobferved, but 
fometimes alfo to make him a prefent. 

The kingdom of Saboe produceth, in great abundance, corn, jammes, potatoes, and 
other fruits of the earth ; with which, and palm-oil, about an hundred Canoas are 
daily laden at Mource, bound for Axim and Acra. 

At Mouree,’ sbout half a mile below Congo, ftands our fort Naffaw, built by our- 
felves, which was our chief place of refidence when the Portuguefe had Elmina; and 
really if Elmina were not in being, we needed not to be afhamed to own this for our 
‘chief fort. It is almoft fquare, the front being fomewhat the broadeft ; it is provided 
with four bgtteries and eighteen pieces of cannon; the walls are higher than thofe of 
any fort, except Elmina, upon the whole coaft; the curtain takes in the two fea-bat- 
teries, and is fo fpacious and convenient, that we might eafily make fuch a battery as 
the Englifh have at Cabocors: but its greateft ornaments and conveniences are the four 
towers placed at its four corners. To be fhort, this fort is next Elmina, which is our 
beft. It was formerly garrifoned by feventy or eighty men; whofe number at prefent is 
very much diminifhed, though there are enough {till left to defend it againft the 
Neproes. a3 

The village Mouree, lying under it, is not fo large as Elmina, but more populous ; 
the greateft part of its inhabitants are fifhermen, who go out every morning four or 
five hundred Canoas to fifh, and, upon their return, are obliged to pay the fifth fith as a 
toll to our factor, who governs this town. This fort of toll we yet referve at three 
places befides, viz. at Axim, Chama, and Elmina, by reafon we have conquered thefe 
places, though I dare not affirm that of Mouree. No other Europeans have this pe- 
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culiar prerogative, nor do any of them exercife fuch a fovereign authority over theix 
Negro fubjects as we; which is indeed chiefly their own fault, and, by their means, - 
pu alfo loft fome of our former power. 

Before I leave Saboe, I muft inform you, that its natives have been longeft known 

“to our Company, whofe dire€tors have feen two of their ambafladors at Amfterdam, 
though fo long’ago, that I know nothing of their reception or their errand to Holland ; 
of both which the prefent King is as ignorant as myfelf. 

I defigned to have ended this letter with the Saboan county, but having time enough 
on my hands to defcribe the Fantynean land, I fhall take this opportunity to do it. 
This country borders on the weft of Saboe; the Iron Mount, half a mile below Mouree, 
being its extremity : this hill is about a quarter of a mile long, and hath on its higheft 
part a charming walk fo thickly fhaded with trees, that the light is obfcured at noon- 
day. From the foot of this hill Fantyn extends itfelf about nine or ten miles along the 
fea-fide, being alfo fome miles broad. 

The Englifh have a fort in this country, befides three lodges, as we have a fort here 
alfo. The firft Englith flag which offers itfelf to our view in our defcent, is at’ Inge- 
nifian, where the entire garrifon confifts of one whole Englifh-man, who lies here: Is it 
poflible for him to preferve the honour of the flag? 

Half a mile below this, at Annamabo, the Englifh have a fmall, but very neat, com- 
pact fort ; near which, the road is always full of Englith thips. This place would 
afford a confiderable gold and flave-trade, if the Englith interlopers did not carry it 
very near all, and the Zeland interlopers are fure to make ufe of what opportunity the 
others leave. ; 

‘The Englith here are fo horribly plagued by the Fantynean Negroes, that they are 
fometimes even confined to their fort, not being permitted to:ftir out. And if the 
Negroes diflike the governor of the fort, they ufually fend him in a Canoa in contempt 
to Cabocors; nor are the Englifh able to oppofe or prevent it, but are obliged to make 
their peace by a prefent. The town’Annamabo may very well pafs for the ftrongeft on 
the whole coaft, affording as many armed men as the whole kingdom of Saboe or 
Commany ; and yet in proportion but a fifth part of Fantyn. 

If the Fantyneans were not in perpetual civil divifions, the circumjacent countries 
would foon find their power by the irruptions into their territories. Befides that this 
land is fo populous, it is very rich in gold, flaves, and all forts of neceflaries of life ; 
but more efpecially corn, which they fell in large quantities to the Englifh fhips. This 
great opulency has rendered them fo arrogant and haughty, that an European who 
would traffic with them is obliged to,ftand bare to them. 

Here is no king, the government being in the hands of a chief commander, whom 
they call their Braffo, a word importing leader. He is a fort of chief governor, and 
has the greateft power of any in the whole land, but is fomewhat clofely reftrained by 
the old men, who are a fort of national counfellors, not unlike fome European _parlia- 
ment, ating perfe@tly according to their inclinations, without confulting the Braffo 5 
befides thefe, every part of Fantyn hath alfo its particular chief, who will fometimes 
fcarce own himfelf fubjeét to the Braffo, who hath the ineffectual name of fupreme 

ower. 
7 ‘The inland inhabitants, befides trading, are employed in tillage and drawing of palm- 
wine: of which they have a fort here called Quaker (which fignities the fame as in 
Englifh), from its extraordinary exhilarating qualities, which are experienced by thofe 
who take large draughts of it; it is fold at double the price of the common fort, and 
fo greedily bought up, that there is feldom enough for the demand. 
‘ The 
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‘The Negroes of Fantyn drive a very great trade with all forts of interlopers, and 
that freely and boldly in the fight of both nations; I mean the Englifh and Dutch, 
neither of them daring to hinder it: for if they fhould attempt it, it would ruin them 
there, we not having the leaft power over this nation. There are, I believe, four 
thoufand fifhermen in this country. F 

But to proceed on our journey ; about half a mile farther, we come to Adja, a vil- 
lage, where, as well as formerly at Annamabo, we had a fort, till by treachery we 
were forced out of it by the Englifh, who being jointly engarrifoned with our men, 
treated them in a barbarous and cruel manner. The Englifh have planted their flag 
upon a Negro’s houfe here, and their Company hath one faétor here to buy millet of 
the Fantyneans for their flave-fhips ; but he finding greater profit in trading with the 
interlopers, can {pare his matter’s fhips but a {mall fhare. . = 

A little lower, juft at the village, juftly called Little Cormantyn, ftand sour fortrefs 
Amfterdam, the chief refidence of the Englith, till they were driven from thence by 
Admiral De Ruyter, anno 1665. This fort ‘being fufficiently large, is ftrengthened 
by three {mall and a fine large battery, containing twenty pieces of cannon, The go- 
vernor fet over this fort is a chief faftor, as that of Mouree. A moderate charge 
would very much improve this fortrefs ; but the commerce of the place not being fuf- 
ficient to bear the expence, it is better to let italone. This village is fo fmall and wretch- 
edly poor, it is not worth our thoughts. But Great Cormantyn, a town which lies a 
cannon-fhot below our fort upon a high hill, is fo large and populous, that it very well 
deferves the name of great: all the inhabitants, befides mercantile traders, are fifher- 
men, amounting to the number of feven or eight hundred, and fometimes one thou- 
fand. From this place the country of Fantyn reaches feven or eight miles on the fhore, 
being all the way replenifhed with {mall villages, very pleafant to obferve in pafling by 
in a Canoa. 

At the end of Fantyn, the Englifh, two years paft, planted another flag, and began 
to build a fort; whether their expeétations were not fatisfied, or they could not agree 
with the Negroes, is uncertain, but at prefent they are endeavouring to remove all 
the materials from thence, which the Negro commander-in-chief hath hitherto hin- 
dered ; and how it will end, time mutt difcover. 

From what I have faid, you may be informed what places the Englifh and we poffefs 
in Fantyn, both of us having an equal power, that is, none at all. For when thefe 
people are inclined to it, they fhut up all the paffes fo clofe that not one merchant can 
pofibly come from the in-land country to trade with us, and fometimes, not content 
with this, they prevent the bringing provifions to us, till w¢ have made peace with 
them. They have a hank upon us, we having formerly contracted to give them a 
good fum of ready money, befides 300 guilders for every one of the Company’s fhips 
which for the future fhould bring any goods hither, in confideration of their aid in the 
taking Fort Amfterdam, and other auxiliary affiftance : but in this contract it was par- 
ticularly ftipulated, that flave-thips fhould be excepted from paying any thing ; notwith- 
ftanding which they are now become fo unreafonable, that they will make no difference 
between flave-fhips and others, obliging us equally to pay for all; and all our remon- 
ftrances that it is contrary to the treaty are wholly ineffectual, for if we will live at quiet, 
we are always obliged to humour them. They alfo extort a good fum from the Eng- 
lith yearly ; in fhort, they treat us both alike. But having faid enough for this time, 
I defire you to accept the repeated affurances of my fervice, &c. * 
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LETTER V. — Deferibing the Country of Acron, and our Fort there ; Agonna, and the’ 
Englifh Fort there ; and laftly, the great Kingdom of Aquamboe, and the Englifb, 
Danifh, and Dutch Forts in it ; together with fome remarkable Events in that Country. 


Sir, . 

MY laft of the 27th concluded with Fantyn. The yet undefcribed remainder 
of the Gold Coaft contains the three following kingdoms, viz. Acron, Agonna, and 
Aquamboe. The firft whereof borders on ¢he Fantynean country ; and in the middle 
of it, at the village Apam, in the year 1697, we began to build a fmall fort, or rather 
houfe, now fortified with two batteries : to this we have given the name of Fort Leyd- 
faamheyd, i. e. Patience, becaufe we met with fufficient opportunity of exercifing that 
virtue in building it, by the frequent oppofitions of the Negroes. Our chief factor 
there, by the deadnefs of trade, and the depraved nature of the inhabitants, is fo per- 
plexed, that he hath enough to do to keep his temper. I never was fo deceived in my 
expectation as by thefe Natives ; they appeared fo well at firft, that by my advice the 
building of this fort was very much expedited, but I foon enough repented of it. Upon 
the two batteries are eight pieces of cannon, but its greateft itrength and ornament is 
derived from a fine turret before it. 

The village which lies under it is very little, and formerly, as well as now, only in- 
‘habited by fifhermen. But this place, as well as all Acron, is very conveniently 
fituated for trade; and if the natives were more tractable, might in few years become 
‘a populous town. Acron, as I told you, isa kingdom; but its King under the pro- 
tection of his principal fubjects, efpecially his nephew and general: this is a moft 
pernicious villain, whofe favage humour occafioned all the differences we have had, 
‘and the oppofition we have met with here. I have feveral times difcourfed with him, 
and though I could not difcover any capacity in him that he was a man of the leaft 
judgment, yet the whole council turns upon and centers in him. The reft of the 
chiefs are all very good men, and are not for pufhing on war. The King, who is 
about feventy years of age, is an extraordinary good-natured man, with whom I have 
often been very merry: he is thought to be the richeft prince in ready-money on the 
whole coaft (except the King of Aquamboe), and yet I have obferved him fo meanly 

robed, that all he had about him was not worth half a crown. 

The people of Acron feldom or never enter into war; for having chofen the 
Fantyneans for their protectors, none dare injure or attack them; by which they have 
a very good opportunity of tilling their land in quiet; and they accordingly hufband 
‘their time and ground {fo well, that every year produceth a plentiful harvelt, a great 
part of which crop they difpofe of to other countries. Harts, hares, partridges, phea- 
fants, and other wild-fowl and quadrupeds are here in great abundance, and very good. 
About three or four months paft, three or four friends and myfelf had the diverfion of 
taking a hare in a manner not very common. Behind our fort, which is built on a 
hill, is a vale about a mile fquare, where there were abundance of hay-cocks; here, 
about twilightswe met a young hare, that, being purfued by my dog, took. refuge in a 
hay-cock ; in _ though we made a diligent fearch, we could not find him, till at 
laft burning the hay-cock, to our mighty furprize, we found the hare fitting under the 
athes of the hay unhurt, and carried her alive with us to Elmina.” From this accident, 
and the vaft quantities of hares, I queftion not but a good pack of exquifite hunters 
would have very good fport here. 

: 2 
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Acron is divided into Little and Great Acron. Little Acron is that which we have 
defcribed : Great Acron is further in-land, and its government is a fort of republic, if 
not anarchy ; and though thefe.are two countries, and have no dependance on each 
other, yet they live in perfe&t amity. 

A little below our fort a falt river takes its courfe in-land about a mile, which abounds ~ 
both in fith and fowl, and is confequently very pleafant. 

About a mile further eaftward, in the country of Agonna, is a very high hill, called 
Monte de Diable, or Devil’s Mount ; to whom it is often prefented by the feamen, be- 
caufe being very high, they often fee it at a diftance, long before they can reach it, 
when the wind is contrary. This hill is reported to be enriched with vaft quantities of 
gold; of which it is alfo affirmed,-that the Agonnafian Negroes, after violent fhowers, 
gathered it to a confiderable value, the rain having wafhed it off with the fand. This 
year one Mr. Baggs died at Cabocors, who was agent for the Englifh, and entrufted 
with a more ample commiffion than any of his predeceffors, or the three together who 
ufed to govern, had been charged with for feveral years. ‘This extenfive commiflion, 
if we may believe the Englifh, was given him by the directors of the African Company, 
becaufe he had informed them of, and promifed to dig gold, or gold ore, out of this 
hill, and fend it over to them, To this purpofe he brought all manner of neceflary 
inftruments along with him. But I am certain if he had purfued his defign effeCtually, 
the Agonnafians would have treated him and his men as ill as the Commanians did us ; 
which, I believe, his fucceffors will wifely confider. 

Agonna begins with or about this hill, and is at prefent, as it hath for fome time 
pat, been governed by a woman, with as much courage and condué as other countries 
are ruled by men. I do not remember any other kingdom among the Negroes where 
the fupremacy defcends to females as“well as males. ‘This governels is fo wife, that to 
keep the government entirely in her own hands, fhe lives unmarried. But that fhe may 
not remain a perfeét ftranger to the foft paflion, fhe generally buys a brifk jolly flave, 
with whom fhe diverts herfelf; prohibiting him, on forfeiture of his head, to in- 
trigue with ‘any other woman: and when the youth has loft his charms, or her paffion 
palls, he is exchanged for another, though fome will not allow her fo honourable as - 
to be fatisfied with one at a time; if fhe fhould, it would difcover a natural chaftity 
and virtue, fince, checked by no religion or law, the is fo perfectly miftrefs of her 
favours, that fhe may confer them or whom fhe pleafeth without fear or fcandal. 

About the middle of Agonna the Englifh built a {mall fort in the year 1694; it is 
covered with a flat roof, and hath four batteries, fo large that a man may eafily leap 
over them without a ftick ; and the guns are of a proportionable bignefs, one of them 
difcharging a+half pound ball: in fhort,,it is hke our forts at Boutry, Zaconde, 
Chama, and Apam, and theirs at Dickjefchoof, a fort which wants another to defend 
it. The adjacent village, by fome called Wimba and others Simpa, is about as large 
as other villages commonly are, chiefly inhabited by fifhermen, and very agreeably 
fituated amongft trees. Trade is here at as low an ebb as at Apam; but when the 
wars in the in-land country come to an end, both places will be found well fituate for 
commerce, 


Agonna furpaffes Acron in largenefs, power, and riches; though and 
pleafantnefs they are very near equal,‘ only the former is adorned with a large 
freth river, which both the Englifh and Negroes affirm to abound as _ "with 
oyfters and other fifh, and all forts of apes, as any on the whole coaft. not 


obferved it myfelf, I am obliged to relate this on report. 
We 
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‘We come next to the laft country on the-Gold Coaft, namely, that.of Aquambge ; 
the greateft part of which is fituated in-land but I fhall defcribe it among the kingdoms 
of the coaft, becaufe we have a daily and confiderable traffic with them ; and their King 
extends his power over the Negroes of the coaft above twenty miles ; and notwithftand- 
ing thefe are governed by feveral Kings, 1 fhall venture to add them to his territories, 
he equally exercifing an unlimited fovereignty over them and his own fubjects. His 
arbitrary defpotic power occafions the proverbial faying, that there are only two 
forts of men in Aquamboe, of which the King and his friends are one, and their flaves 
the other; fo that he wants no other attendants than thofe of his own houfe. 

The Aquamboe Negroes are very haughty, arrogant, and warlike; their power is 
alfo very terrible to all their neighbouring countries; except Akim: the nations under 
their power age miferably tormented with the daily plundering, or rather robbing 
vifits, the Aquamboan foldiers make them, they not daring to oppofe them in the leatt, 
for fear the King, who never fails feverely to revenge his foldiers’ quarrels, fhould hear 
ofit. Some time paft the Aquamboan government was adminiftered by two, viz. the 
old and young King, though the latter is excluded on pretence of his minority, by 
his father’s brother, affifted by his own mother, fo that the uncle reigned in conjunc~ 
tion with his father. This double hierarchy was found extremely prejudicial to the 
fubjeéts, who were fure to fuffer from the one as well as the other tyrant ; till the year 
1699, when the old King dying, the young one eftablifhed himfelf folely on the throne, 
utterly excluding the other, and reigning at prefent. The old Kihg was a man of a 
wicked abje& temper, and an inveterate enemy to the Europeans; and though he re- 
ceived from the Englifh, Danes, and us, an ounce of gold, in recognition of the 
liberty given us by his predeceffors to build in his dominions; yet he horridly plagued 
us, and that in fo unreafonable a manner, that if He did but fancy any of us had injured 
him, he was fure’ to oblige us all three to fatisfaGtion, by fhutting up the pafles fo 

_ clofely, that aot fo much as a fingle merchant could get to us: fo that it is not to be 
doubted but his death hath, and will contribute to the advancement of the European 
trade here; the prefent King being a more intelligent and rational Negro, as well as 

* afriend to the Europeans, efpecially the Hollanders; which plainly appeared in his 

dangerous illnefs, that his country-phyficians could not cure, for then he confidently 
entru(ted himfelf in our hands, coming in perfon to our fort with a few of his attend- 
ants, and refided there for fome time, being roughly enough handled by our barber, but 
luckily almoft cured: his diftemper being of that nature, that he cannot expect to be 
entirely freed from its effects; and he is accordingly at prefent not only incapable of 

procreating children, but of the enjoyment of any of his wives ; of w'‘ch he hath a 

large number. . + 

Exceflive venery in his youth occafioned his indifpofition ; his wives who endeavoured 
to reftrain him he rewarded with broken heads, though he hath too late fufficiently 
repented of it; and it is indeed a pity, for he is a clean well-fhaped Negroe, and in the 
flower of his age. 

In the tithe of the old King, we were very defirous to build a fort, and accordingly 
begun it at.the village Ponni, at the end of the Gold Coaft. But when our fhip with 


building s arrived at Acra, being informed that Ado was gone with his army 
againft for fear the old King fhould too much impofe on us, we defifted ; 
in which were very fortunate by reafon we fhould only have put ourfelves to unne- 
ceflary for at this time we find the trade‘not fo confiderable as was pretended, 


and that a lodge with a man or two are fufficient : wherefore, without a very great 
alteration of the pofture of affairs, I do not believe that a fort will ever be built there. 
. I have 
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t have before hinted to you, that we, as well as the Englifh and Danes, have a fort 
at Acra; all which three may be reckoned amongft the beft forts on the coaft. , Steering 
our courfe eaftwards, the firft we meet with in our way is that of the Englith, which 
is a well-built {quare fort, with four batteries ; its walls high and thick, efpecially on 
that fide towards us fomewhat thicker than ordinary: it is furnifhed with twenty-five 
pieces, the greateft part of which are fo fmall and flight, that if they fhould be attacked 
they would do very well to exchange them for twelve good heavy guns. This, like ail 
the Englith forts, is very meanly garrifoned, as if it were fufficient to build forts, fur- 
nith them with cannon and neceflury provifions, without men, in which the Englifh are 
every where deficient ; and it were well if others did not follow too clofely their exam- 
ple.’ But of that no more at prefent, not doubting but thofe whom it concerris will in 
time amend that fault. 

Within cannon-fhot below this, lies our fort Creveceur; how proper it is for the 
refidence of a chief governor, the trade thereabouts will decide. ‘This fort furpaffes 
the Englifh in largenefs and good: guns, though about equal in ftrength, except only 
that our wallsare thinner than theirs, and confequently cannot endure fo great a fhock ; 
and indeed it is to be wifhed that we may live in peace with that nation, for if it fhould 
happen otherwife, both have here a convenient opportunity of continually exchanging 
very rough and warm falutations. 

Exaétly a cannon-fhot below ours ftands the Danifh fort Chriftiaanfburg ; the only, 
one they have on this coaft, which was taken from them by the Negroes, anno 1693, 
when they entirely ftript it and kept it for fome time. This misfortune of the Danes 
was occafioned by the death of feveral of their garrifon; and though we could not 
but bemoan their hard fate, yet it was really diverting to obferve what work the Negroes 
made with the fortrefs; their commander Afflammeni dreffed himfelf in the Danifh 
governor’s habit, and caufed himfelf to be complimented by that .name; in aétin 
which part he occafioned feveral very comical f{cenes; he thundered at all the Engli 
and Zealandifh interlopers by way’ of falute with his cannon, as if there would never 
be an end of the powder, and remained in poffeffion of the fort till two Danifh ships 
arrived on the coaft, when, by means of a very confiderable prefent to the King of 
Aquamboe, but more efpecially by our interceflion, it was re-delivered to them ; which 
fervice they afterwards as bafely as ungratefully rewarded, but they were no great 
gainers by it; for to garrifon their fort, they were obliged to leave their thips fo poorly 
manned, that they became a prey to the pirates in the fight of Guinea. 

This fort would be too ftrong for the united-force of the Englifh fort and ours. It 
is a fquare byjlding, ftrengthened with four batteries, and to the beft of my memory 
twenty guns. It appears very beautiful, and looks as if it were but one continued 
battery, as it is really in effect ; for the roof being entirely flat, the cannon may con- 
veniently be planted on all parts of it. ; 

It is now time to proceed to the more in-land part of Aquamboe. Though the 
Englith, Danes, and we have forts here, yet our authority is very fmall, and confined 
within our own walls, fo that the forts only ferve to defend ourfelves ; for if we fhould 
make any attempts on the Negroes, they would certainly end in our deftrugtion. 


Each fort hath its adjacent village, diftinguithed byits particular 1 the 
general one is Acra, the name of this country, which was formerly.a , whofe 
inhabitants were conquered by the Aquamboans, and driven to a place Little 


Popo, which at prefent contains the remainder of the great kingdom of 
It might be reafonably conjectured, that the three feveral companies trading here, 


might be apt fo to clafh with one another that it might be fatal to the whole commerce ; 
but 
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but experience proves the contrary ; for here is fuch great plenty of gold and flaves, 
that no one is in danger of wanting his fhare, and each is ftocked with commodities 
which the other hath not, which very often tends to the promotion of trade. 

‘At this place alone fometimes more gold is received than on the whole coatt befides ; 
and its traffic would be yet enlarged, if the Negroes of Aquamboe and Akim could 
agree, as they generally are at difference, the latter pretending a feudal right over the 
former, and fubfequent thereto, demanding an annual tribute of them, which the 
Aquamboans will by no means fubmit to; as knowing very well that a conceflion 
of that nature may in time coft them their whole country. But the King is fubtle 
enough to know how by fair words and prefents to fow diffenfions betwixt the 
governing men of Akim, and thereby preferve his dominions in peace and a profpe- 
rous trade. 

Having formerly hinted the extent of this country, I fhall now add, that the King 
and his nobles, or rather favourites, are fo very rich in gold and flaves, that 1 am of 
opinion this country fingly poflefleth greater treafures than all thofe we have hitherto 
defcribed taken together : the chief employments of the inhabitants are merchandize, 
agriculture and war ; to which laft they are particularly addicted. 

Though the foil is fufficiently fertile, yet they commonly fall fhort of provifions 
towards the latter end of the year, and are accordingly obliged to fetch them from 
other places. : / : 

They do not trouble themfelves with fifhing, nor with the boiling of falt, though this 
country affords a vaft plenty of it; that they leave to the Coaft Negroes, who are either 
born here, or come from other places hither to live, and are very numerous and ferve 
to people feveral fine towns ; thefe, not content with fifhing and the preparation of falt, 
drive as confiderable trade with foreign fhips as thofe of Axim and Fantyn. The num- 
ber of flaves fold here at Jeaft equals what are difpofed of on the whole coaft (Annama- 
bo not excepted) ; this country being continually in war with fome of the circumjacent 
nations, who are very populous, and from whom they take a vait number of prifoners 5 
moft of which they fell to the Europeans. 

If I have before talked of Negroes who followed the wars, you mult not from thence 
infer that they make that their whole employment : no, it is but one part [affure you, 
and all the Negroes in general are foldiers as long as the war continues, if at leaft they 
are but able to buy arms, or' their mafters beftow any on them; and the war ended, 
each applies himfelf to his particular calling: but if there happens to be any of fuch a 
turbulent nature that they cannot live out of the camp, they go to ferve in the 
neighbouring wars ; and thefe are in a ftriter fenfe called foldiers. Amongft the 
fifhermen there are very few foldiers, for they living upon the fhore and under our 
protection, are not frequently attacked by enemies, and therefore are feldom furnifhed 
with .arms. 

"Having ron through the whole Gold Coaft; 1 hall now, fir, allow you time to 
entertain yourfelf with its defeription, defigning in my next to inform you of the in-land 
countries whence the gold is brought to the coaft, as far as they have fallen under 
my copnifange: in the mean-time, I hope what I have already done hath afforded you 
fome ; in which expectation Iremain, fir, yours, &c. 


LET- 
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LETTER VI. — Treating of the Countries where the gold is digged; the cruel Wars and 
utter Deftruttion of fome of them. — The Negroes Manner of fearching for Gold. — 
The feveral forts of Gold.— How falfe Gold is bought, and how detetted. — Of Gold 
Weights : and, laftly, a Reflection concerning the digging of Gold; that it is feafible 
to be done more fuccefsfully and to a better Advantage by the Europeans. 


Sir, 

BE pleafed to accept this as a performance of my promife to defcribe thofe coun- 
tries from whence the gold is brought: to which I fhall add, the manner how gold 
is found or digged; the feveral fpecies of it, and the weights it is weighed by: an 
account of the falfe gold, and whatever elfe falls under that head. 

The firft country which produceth gold is Dinkira, fituate fo far in-land that our 
fervants are commonly five days in going from Elmina to it, and from Axim it is above 
ten days journey; not fo much on account of its real diftance from either place, as 
becaufe of the badnefs of the roads, to a degree which frequently obliges them to go 
double the compafs of ground, that would otherwife be neceflary ; and that the Ne- 
groes either cannot or will not help. 

This country, formerly reftrained to a {mall compafs of land, and containing but an 
inconfiderable number of inhabitants, is, by their valour, fo improved in power, that 
they are refpeéted and honoured by all their neighbouring nations; all which they 
have-taught to fear them, except Afiante.and Akim, who are yet ftronger than 
they. : 
Tey are poffeffed of vaft treafures of gold, befides what their own mines fupply 
them with; either by plunder from others, or their own commerce; in which they 
are abundantly more expert than any other Negro: befides which they have three 
countries in fubje€tion to them ; each of which produces fome, though not fo much 
gold, viz. Waila, Encaffe, and Juffer ; each of thefe borders upon one another, and 
the laft upon Commany. The gold of thefe countries, their own, and what they. 
brought from other parts, fatisfied the demand of the whole coaft from Axim to Za- 
conde, about three years paft, during the Commanian wars: but fince our peace with 
the Commanians, the roads being free and open to the merchants, the diftance of feveral 
places from them, makes them not travel farther at prefent than to Chama, Commany, 
Elmina, and Cabocors: wherefore the higher coaft is not extraordinarily fupplied with 
gold; for though there are fome countries betwixt Dinkira and them which have gold 
mines; to inftance, in Eguira and Adom, befides Abocroe and Ancober, which alfo 
have a {mall fhare ; yet all added together will not amount to a quantity fufficient to 
fupply all the upper forts. In the year 1694, I heard the Brandenburghers complain 
that they could not receive two marks of gold in a whole month’s time ; nor.did we 
fare much better in our forts, trade being extremely dull at that time. 5 

The gold which is brought us by the Dinkirans is very pure, except only that it is 
too much mixed with Fetiches, which are a fort of artificial gold, compofed of feveral 
ingredients; among whick fome of them are very oddly fhaped: thefe Eetiches they 


cait, in moulds made of a fort of black and heavy earth, into what pleafe ; 
and this artificial gold is frequently mixed with a third part, and fometimeswith half 
filver and copper, and confequently lefs worth, and yet we are peftered on all 


parts of the Coaft; and if we refufe to receive it, fome Negroes are {o 

that they will undeniably take back all their pure gold: fo that we are obliged fome- 

times to fuffer to fhuffle in fome of it. There are alfo Fetiches caft of unalloyed 
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mountain gold ; which very feldom come to our hands, becaufe they keep them to 
adorn themfelves : fo that if ever we meet with them, thofe who part with them are 
obliged to it by neceflity, or they are filled with the mentioned black heavy earth ; 
with which the unfkilful are liable to be bafely cheated, receiving inftead of gold fre- 
quently half the weight in this fort of earth. : 

By ‘what hath been faid, you may imagine how rich and potent the kingdom of 
Dinkira was. But a few months palt it was fo entirely deftroyed, that it lies at prefent 
defolate and wafte. Certainly it cannot be unpleafant to inform you how fuch a fatal 
- and fudden deftruction fell upon this fo potent a land, as well as whence their ruin 
proceeded ; which I am obliged to take from the report of fome of the Negroes; and 
the event hath given me fufficient reafon to believe they told truth. 

Dinkira, elevated by its great riches and power, became fo arrogant, that it looked 
on all other Negroes with a contemptible eye, efteeming them no more than its flaves 5 
which rendered it the objeét of their common hatred, each impatiently wifhing its 
downfall; though no nation was fo hardy as to attack it, till the King of Afiante, in- 
jured and affronted by its governor, adventured to revenge himfelf on this nation in a 
fignal manner. ; : 

The occafion of which was this: Bofiante, the King of Dinkira, a young prince, 
whofe valour was become the admiration of all the Negroes of the Coaft, fent fome 
of his wives to compliment Zay, the King of Afiante; who not only received and en- 
tertained them very civilly, but fent them back charged'with feveral very confiderable 
prefents to exprefs his obliging refentment of the grateful embafly : and being refolved 
to return his obligation, he fome time after fent fome of his wives to compliment the 
King of Dinkira, and affure him of the great efteem he had for his perfon. Thefe 
Ambaffladreffes were not lefs {plendidly treated at Dinkira, being alfo loaded with 
prefents ; but the King caft a wanton eye upon one of them; and hurried on by exor- 
bitant luft, gratified his brutal defire: after fatiating of which, he fuffered her, toge- 
ther with the reft, to return to their country, and their injured hufband, who was 
informed of this affront: but he took care to make the King of Dinkira fenfible, that 
he would not reft till he had wafhed away the fcandal in his injurious blood. After he 
was made fenfible of the King of Afiante’s refolution, knowing very well whom he had 
to deal with, he heartily wifhed he had not been guilty of the crime; but fince it was 
done, he offered him’ feveral hundred marks of gold to put up the injury. ‘The 
enraged Prince, deaf to all fuch offers, prepared himfelf for a vigorous war, by raifing 
a ftrong army, in order to make a defcent on Dinkira ; and not being fufficiently ftored 
with gunpowder, he bought up greaf quantities on the Coaft. ‘The Dinkirans being 
foolifh enough to aflift him themfelves, fuffered his fubjects to pafs with it uninter- 
rupted through their country, notwithftanding they knew very well it was only de- 
figned for. theine deftruction. Whilft he was making thefe preparations, the King of 
Diukira died ; which might encourage a belief that the impending cloud of war would 
blow over. Whether the governors of Dinkira were too haughty to implore a peace 
of the injured Zay, or he inftigated by the enemies of that country, is uncertain: but 
he {till immoveably perfifted in his purpofe of utterly extirpating the Dinkirans. 


And : beginning of this year, being completely ready, he came with a terrible 
army inta “field; and engaging the Dinkirans, who expected him, he beat them 5 
but them a fecond time, he entirely defeated them. “Fhe Negroes report, 


that in thle two battles above a hundred thoufand men were killed: of the Negroes 
of Akim only, who came to the affiftance of the Dinkirans, there were about thirty 
thoufand killed ; befides that a great Caboceer of Akim, with all his men, were cut 
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off. ‘What think you, Sir? Thefe are other forts of battles than are ufually fought 
betwixt the Kings here; who, if they fhould oblige all their fubje&ts, even the lame, 
decrepit and blind to come into the field, could not raife fuch a ‘number. The 
plunder after this vidory took up the Afiantines fifteen days time, as is faid, but 
perhaps largely enough; that Zay’s booty alone amounted to feveral thoufand marks 
of gold, as is affirmed by one of our European officers, who was fent on fome em- 
bafly to Zay, and fays he had feveral times feen the treafure. This meffenger of ours, 
who is now in the Afiantean camp, hath orders to take an exaét account of what he 
hears and fees there; of which I with I had a tranfcript, which I doubt not would- 
furnifh fome extraordinary matter: but to defer this to another time. hus you fee 
the towering pride of Dinkira in afhes, they being forced to fly before thofe, whom 
they not long before thought no better~than their flaves, and themfelves being now 
fold for flaves. We have not yet received the particulars of this whole affair; but this 
account of it coming to hand, I thought fit to impart it to you. 

Next Dinkira, we come in order to the defcription of Acanny, whofe inhabitants, 
long before the Dinkirans, were famed for great traders; and brought the gold of 
Afiante and Akim, together with fome of their own, hither to market: and that 
which they vended was always fo pure and fine, that to this day the beft gold is called 
by the Negroes, Acanni Sica, or Acanny gold. They ufually came in company with 
the inhabitants of Cabefterra, a country between them and Saboé, with their goods 
to Elmina, Cabocors, Mouree, Annamabo, Cormantim, and as far as the Englifh 
village Simpa. Their gold was never mixed with Fetiches, like that of Dinkira, and 
therefore much more valuable; but they were very troublefome to deal withal, though 
not fo peevifh and pofitive as thofe of Dinkira, and always obliged us to comply with 
their own humour: but for three years paft we have not much reafon to pai of 
them, they not having traded for much: for they, on what account I am ignorant, 
falling out with the Dinkirans, were fo beaten that all their governing men, and no finall 
number of the inferior people, were killed and taken prifoners ; to redeem which out of 
flavery, they were obliged to {trip themfelves of all they were poffeffed of in the world; 
by which means they were reduced to the utmoft poverty and inability to defend them- 
felves: but the Dinkirans themfelves being now ruined, as well as they, and having 
declared for the King of Afiante, perhaps thefe may recover fome of their ancient 
luftre. 

Akim is the next in our way, which furnifhes as large quantities of gold as any 

- land that I know; and that alfo the moft valuable and pure of any that is carried from 
this Coaft: it is eafily diftinguifhed by its deép colour. ‘Acra at prefent carries away 
the greateft part of this metal from hence; and from the Acrians alfo we have it 
very good and pure, without Fetiches or Kakeraas. Having feveral times heard that 
Akim was an extraordinary large country, I once took the opportunity of afking fome 
of the Akimefe how many days journey their country was; they replied, that very few 
natives knew how far it extended in-land towards the Barbary Coaft ; which, according 
to what they told me, was incredible. ‘This country, for as far as it is known to us, 
was formerly under a monarchical government ; but the prefent fucceflor being yet but 
young, and betraying but too palpable fagns of a cruel nature, hath nog :been able to 
make himfelf mafter of the whole land, but is obliged to be content with a part: for 
the governing mea of the kingdom, fearing he will prove a great _ to reftrain 
him, have taken a part of the adminiftration into their hands: fo that ¥ isa fort of 
commonwealth, which proves very well for Acanny and Aquamboe; for if the govern- 
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ment became monarchical, no divifions would arife amonft them, and they would be at 
leifure to prey on their neighbours. 

- We have always efteemed the three mentioned countries the richeft in gold, but 
that there certainly are feveral more is undeniable. Afiante is a convincing proof of 
this, which being but lately known to us, we find to afford more gold than Dinkira ; 
alfo Ananfe, a country fituate betwixt Afiante and Dinkira, as there are undoubtedly 
many more, with which we are yet utterly unacquainted. 

Awine muft not here be forgotten. I take it to be the very firft on the Gold Coaft, 

-and to lie far above Axim. From the inhabitants of this country ‘we formerly ufed to 
receive large quantities of fine and pure gold; and they being the civileft and faireft 
dealers of all the Negroes, we traded with them with a great deal of pleafure, but the 
Ditkirans, who would lord it over all their neighbouring nations, fubdued this ; fince 
which time we have not received much gold of them. In the conqueft of this land, 
the Dinkirans made a brave and obftinate refiftance, and had no doubt been fubdued 
themfelves if the natives of Awine could have been unanimous; for the Dinkirans in 
one battle with a governor of theirs loft above two thoufand men, and left the men- 
tioned governor fuch an abfolute viétory, that there was not a fingle perfon left to 
carry the news to Dinkira, they being all killed with poifoned arrows, which the 
Awinefe know very well how to ufe. Upon this defeat the Dinkirans got together a 
large army, which the victorious Awinefe underftanding, fent to his country-men for 
farther afliftance ; inftead of which he met with nothing but derifion, they accufing 
him of cowardice ; and replying, that he was able to beat the Dinkirans, but if he 
was beaten then it was their turn to come and fight them man by man. Thus fighting 
one. againft one they loft their country and themfelves entirely, almoft in the fame 
manner that the Chinefe were conquered by the Tartars, whereas if they would have 
united they might eafily have beaten the Dinkirans. 

From what I have faid you may collect, that the gold is brought to us on the coaft 
from in-land countries ; and from the little that hath been hinted, you may alfo imagine 
how they are fituated. I cannot inform you better, becaufe the Negroes cannot give 
any certain account of them, nor do any of our people go fo far: wherefore, I muft 
beg of you, my good friend, to be contented, and turn your eyes to what I fhall pre- 
fent you concerning the gold itfelf. 

There is no fmall number of men in Europe who believe that the gold-mines are in 
our power; that we, like the Spaniards in the Weft Indies, have no more to do but 
to work them by our flaves: though you perfetly know we have no manner of accefs 
to thefe treafures, nor do I believe that"any of our people have ever feen one of them: 
which you will eafily credit, when you are informed that the Negroes efteem them 
facred, and confequently take all poffible care to keep us from them. But to come 
nearer the fubjedt: this illuftrious metal is generally found in three forts of places: 
firft, the beft is found in or betwixt particular hills, and the Negroes apprehending 
where the gold is, dig pits, and feparate it from the earth which comes out with it. 

The fecond place is in, at, and about fome rivers and water-falls, whofe violence 
wafheth down great quantities of earth, which carry the gold with it. 

The thirdads on the fea-fhore, where (as at Elmina and Axim), there are little 
branches or ‘FiVulets into which the gold is driven from mountainous places, as well as 
to the riversg and after violent fhowers of rain in the night, next morning thefe places 
are fure to be vifited by hundreds of Negro-women naked, except a cloth wrapped 
about them to hide what modefty obligeth. Each of thefe women is furnifhed with 
large and {mall troughs or tray, which they firft fill full of earth and fand, which ae 
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wath with repeated frefh water, till they have cleanfed it from: all-its earth ; and if 
there be any gold, its ponderofity forces it to the bottom of the trough ; which if they 
find, it is thrown into the fmall tray, and fo they go to wathing it again, which opera- 
tion generally holds them till noon: fome of them not getting above the value of fix- 
pence, fome of them find pieces of fix or feven fhillings, though not frequently, and 
often they entirely lofe their labour. Thus the digging of pits, the gathering it at or 
about the rivers, and this laft mentioned manner, are all the ways they know to come 
at gold. 

The gold thus digged or found, is of two forts, one is called Duft-gold or Gold-_ 
duft ; which is almoft as fine as flower, and is the beft, bearing alfo the greateft price 
in Europe: the other fort is in pieces of different fizes, fome being hardly the weight 
of a farthing, others weighing as heavy as twenty or thirty guineas, though of the laft 
fort not many occur, The Negroes indeed tell us, that in the country, pieces as heavy 
as one or two hundred guineas are found. Thefe lumps or pieces are called Mountain- 
gold, which being melted, touch better than duft-gold; but the multitude of fmall 
ftones which always adhere to them, occafion a great lofs in the melting, for which 
reafon gold-duft is moft efteemed. Thus much of the good and pure old, and now 
to touch upon the falfe. The firft fort is that mixed with filver or copper, and caft 
into fetiches, of which I have before hinted: thefe fetiches are cut into fmall bits by 
the Negroes, about the worth of one, two or three farthings. It is a common pro-. 
verb, “ That you cannot buy much gold for a pena yet even with that value in 
gold you may here go to market and buy bread or fruit for your neceflities. The 
Negro-women know the exaét value of thefe bits fo well at fight, that they never are 
Gilaeen and accordingly they tell them to each other without weighing, as we do 
coined money. ‘They are here called Kakeraas, the word exprefling fomething of very 
little value, and the gold itfelf is indeed very little worth: for we cannot fell it in 
Europe for above forty fhillings the ounce, and yet it paffes current all over the coaft ; 
and our garrifons are paid their fubfiftence-money in it. And for this they may buy 
all forts of edibles of the Negroes, who, mixing it with other gold, bring it to us again ; 
and as foon as received, the clerks are ordered to pick it out of the other with which 
it is mixed; fo that this ftuff feems to pafs backward and: forward without the leat 
diminution, notwithftanding large quantities of it are annually fent to Europe by the 
French and Portuguefe, befides what we ourfelves fpend: but the Negroes making 
them fafter than we export them, they are like to continue long enough. 

The Negroes are very fubtle artifts in the fophifticating of gold: they can fo neatly 
falfify and counterfeit the gold-duft and the mountain-gold, that feveral unexperienced | 
traders are frequently cheated, and by bought experience are taught how to know 
gold. Some pieces are caft by them fo artificially, that quite round for the thicknefs 
‘of a knife they are very fine gold, and the vacancy filled up with copper, or perhaps 
iron. ‘This is a new-invented cheat of theirs; but the common falfe mountain-gold is 
a mixture of filver, copper, and a proportion of gold, extremely high-coloured, which 
very much facilitates the cheat: for being obliged to receive one or two pounds at a 
time, wherein the pieces happen to be very numerous, we cannot touch every one, 
and it looking fo well, caufeth it to’ pafs unfufpected. Another fort of falfe gold is 
alfo frequent amongft them, which is nothing elfe than a certain powder of coral, 
which they caft and tinge fo artificially, that it is impoflible to diftinguifh it by any 
other difference than that of the weight. Of this powder they alfo make gold-duft, 
but chiefly of the filings of copper, to which they give a very good tinéture; though 


all the falfe tinged gold in a month or two entirely lofes its luftre, and then we begin 
to 
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to find that it is falfe: in which we are happier than in thofe pieces covered over with 
gold; for they remain as we receive them, without any alteration, and confequently 
that cheat is the moft dangerous. 

If you are defirous to know how it is poflible to avoid the reception of falfe gold, 
efpecially if offered at night or morning, the methods we take are, firft, if it is in 
large pieces, to cut them clear through with a knife, which immediately difcovers what 
it is: if the piece be fmall, like mountain gold, lay them upon a ftone, and beat them 
with a hammer ; and if made of coral, they will crumble into fmall parts; but fup- 

—pofing it ftand beating, you may afterwards try them with your knife ; but in the fmalleft 
bits and duft gold, this method is not practicable, though we have a tolerable way of 
diftinguifhing the coarfe from the fine; which is done by putting it into a copper bafon, 
and winnowing it with the fingers, and blowing it very ftrongly ; by which means-the 
falfe gold will fly away, and the true fall into and continue in the bafon : upon repeating 
this trial three or four times, the falfé is eafily feparated from the good. 

It affords us matter of diverfion to obferve, that moft of the raw inexpert people 
(efpecially fea-faring men) who come hither, always bring aqua-fortis along with them 
to prove gold; but if thefe men remembered the common proverb, that there is no 
gold without drofs, they would foon grow weary of their weak proof, and follow the 
methods above-mentioned. . 

The fign by which they pretend to diftinguifh the falfe from the true gold is, that 
after they have put it into a glafs or earthen veffel, they pour aqua-fortis upon it ; 
which, if it be falfe, difcovers it by its ebullition; and if mixed with falfe gold, by 
turning green. A miferable trial indeed! which they will foon be convinced of: for 
example, if they take the value of four pounds in gold, a feventh, eighth, or tenth 
part of which is falfe, and pour their aqua-fortis upon it, let them, I fay, obferve whe- 
ther their aqua-fortis doth not produce the fame effet, though in lefs degree, as it 
would if the whole mafs were falfe; for which reafon their proof is very uncertain, 
and the more impra¢ticable, becaufe the operation is too tedious, and befides very pre- 
judicial to trade, to refufe the good gold on account of an eighth or tenth part being 
falfe. Ican affure you, that the prefent times will not admit of fuch ufelefs nicenefs. 
Wherefore the mentioned proof, by winnowing with the copper bafon, being fufficient 
to defend us again{t falfe gold, is much to be preferred before melting it with aqua- 
fortis, and being at the trouble of drying it again; which the Negroes that have good 
gold would fcarce fuffer. 

Having treated of gold at large, I am now obliged to fay fomething concerning the 
gold weights, which are either pounds, marks, ounces, or angels. In Europe, twenty 
angels make one ounce, though here but fixteen go to an ounce : here are alfo Peloes 
and Bendoes; the former of which contain four angels, and the latter two ounces ; as 
four Bendoes make one mark, and two marks one pound of gold, computed according 
to the common value, exactly fix hundred and fixty gilders ; though this at feveral 
times differs in proportion, its worth depending on its goodnefs, and its rifing and 
falling in Europe. Notwithftanding all this, we conftantly here reckon’ three marks of 
pure or good gold worth one thoufand gilders, and confequently judge of the other 
weights in the proportion which they bear to this quantity. We ule here another kind 
of weights, which are a fort of beans, the leaft of which are red, [potted with black, 
and are called Dambas ; twenty-four of them amounting to an angel, and each of them 
reckoned two ftiver weights: the white beans, with black fpots, or thofe entirely black, 
are heavier, and accounted four ftiver weights; thefe they ufually call Tacoes; but 
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weights, but ufed at pleafure, and often become inftruments of fraud. Several have 
believed that the Negroes only ufed wooden weights, but it is a miftake, all of them 
having cat weights, either of copper or tin, which, though divided or adjufted in a 
manner quite different to ours, yet upon reduction agree exaétly with them. 

My thoughts being taken up in defcribing the weights, I forget to inform you how 
the gold is digged or found. I would refer to any intelligent metallift, whether a vaft 
deal of ore muft not of neceflity be loft here, from which a great deal of gold might 
be feparated, for want of {kill in the metallic art ; and not only fo, but I firmly believe 
that large quantities of pure gold are left behind ; for the Negroes only ignorantly dig— 
at random, without the leaft knowledge of the veins of the mine. And I doubt not, 
but if this country belonged to the Europeans, they would foon find it to produce much 
richer treafures than the Negroes obtain from it; but it is not probable we fhall ever 
poffels that liberty here, wherefore we muft be content with being fo far mafters of it 
as we are at prefent : which, if very well and prudently managed, would turn to a very 
great account, of which I wifh you no fmall fhare, and myfelf a long continuance of 
life to fpend in ydur fervice, &c. 


LETTER VIL. — Containing a Computation how much Gold is annually exported from 
this Country ; to what Places it is tranfported ; and the Divifion of the Trade with 
the Negroes. —What Officers are appointed in our Service ; and the Names of other 
Employments : together with a general Lift of the whole: and, laftly, by way of Con- 
clufion, a Defcription of the Government of the Coaft, and of the Council or Affembly 
of Counfellors. 

Sm, 

MY laft treated of the in-land countries from whence the gold was brought; how it 
was digged ; its feveral forts; the falfe gold, &c. ‘To purfue our fubjeét yet farther, 
as I have told you whence it is brought, it is but neceffary I fhould inform you whither 
it is carried, and how much is yearly brought to the coaft. As for the laft, I dare 
affirm it as a real truth, that they not only can, but do yearly, intime of peace, de- 
liver the quantity of feven thoufand marks of gold. This is a large fum}; but it is 
divided amongft fo many, each being fure to get fome, that the whole is foon dif- 
pofed of. The moft juft calculation of the divifion that I can poffibly make, is as 
follows: viz. 


Marks, 
Our Welt India Company yearly exports - - 7 - - e 1500 
The Englith African’ Company - - 1200 


But this is to be underftood of fuch years in which the commerce of both 
Companies happens to be very brifk ; and 1 do not believe our Company 
hath, for feveral years paft, carried off above the half of this quantity. 


The Zealand interlopers are fure to carry off as much yearly as our Company : 
Namely, 1500 
The Englifh interlopers about - - - - - - - - 1000 . 
But the laft have, for two or three years paft, purfued this trade fo vigoroufly, 
that they have exported above twice that quantity. 


The Brandenburghers and Danes, in time of peace, both together, about 1000 
The Portuguefe and French together, at leaft, about - - - - 800 





Which makes 7000 
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I fay of the laft at leaft eight hundred marks, and it is really true; for the Portuguefe 
come on this coaft; on pretence of felling their American commodities, viz. Brazil 
tobacco, brandy, and rum, and are befides as righly laden as the interlopers them- 
felves, which is not to be wondered at; for they buy their lading, take their men on 
board, and fit out their fhips in Holland: nay, to be fhort, they are frequently fitted 
out at the expence of Dutch merchants, wherein the Jews have no fmall hand, they 
knowing how to obtain a Portuguefe pafs: and thefe fhips, when they come here to 
this coaft, pafs for downright Portuguefe. How uneafy this muft needs be to an honeft 
officer in the Company’s fervice you may eafily imagine, when a fa@tor, who ¢om- 
mands one of our forts, fhall receive certain advice, that feveral of the Negroe mer- 
chants ate coming down, well-ftored with gold, in order to lay it out with him, and 
that ere he arrives, is met by a Portuguefe or interloper ; who, by felling cheap, {weeps 
a great part, if not all their gold, whilft we fit {till with our goods on our hands, as if 
they were vifited by the plague. I do not tell you more than I have, to my forrow, 
experienced. : 

Thus { have made a rough calculation of the quantity of gold,’ which thofe who 
underftand the affairs of the coaft will, I doubt not, be pleafed with ; but thofe un. 
acquainted with this trade, may, perhaps, think I have computed’ wrong : if I happen 
to lee thefe gentlemen, I fhall civilly defire them to corre&t my computation ; which no 
one having yet attempted, it is imparted to you for your fatisfaétion, and to the beft of 
my knowledge as near the truth as I could bring it. 

According to our reckoning then, there is brought hither and carried off exaly 
twenty three tun of gold, reckoning three marks to one thoufand gilders. But, as I 
told you, above all, this account fuppofeth a profperous time when the paffes are all 
open, and the merchants can pafs fafe and uninterrupted ; but when the Negroes are 
at war with one another, I do not believe that half this quantity is thipped off; and of 
this {mall quantity the interlopers know very well how to come by their fhare. And 
fuppofing our Company hath one fifth of the whole, yet when trade is low they cannot 
get by it, but muft make up the deficiency by trading to other coafts: but I hope, ere 
long, a way will be difcovered of profperoufly advancing our trade here, to the dif- 
advantage of the interlopers, which I cannot think very difficult ; it confifting only in 
fixing a good government on the coaft, and taking care in Holland that their fhips be 
laden with good commodities, and proper for this place. However, I defire you would 
not from hence expett a particular of what merchandizes are moft vendable here; or 
that I fhould acquaint you with the ftate of trade here; that would be utterly incom- 
patible with the faithful fervice I owe our Company, I not knowing whether this Letter, 
by fome unaccountable mifcarriage, may not light into the hands of the interlopers, 
who know very well how to ufe it to their advantage : and indeed they fufficiently rob 
the Company of the right which the ftates have given them on this coaft; fo that none 
of us ought to help them to further opportunities. Wherefore be pleafed to fatisfy 
yourfelf with an account in general, that to trade on this coaft, about a hundred and 
fifty feveral forts of commodities are neceffary. : 

In my third letter you have been informed that the caftle of St.George d’Elmina is 

‘our chief place on this coaft, and that the general, principal governor, chief faétor, 
and chief fifcal refide there ; before this caftle alfo do all our fhips which come from 
Europe caft anchor and unlade; and we have accordingly very fine warehoufes fitted 
for their reception. This great ftorehoufe is entrufted to the charge of our chief 
fa€tor, and is fometimes worth a very confiderable fum ; and from hence all our other 
forts are fupplied with their defired commodities. I would not have you conceive that 
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we fet up a market with our wares, or fend any of them to be fold without our forts : 
no, that is not our bufinefs; but the Negroes come daily to our caftle, or fort, with 
their gold ; for which, after it is weighed, effayed and purified, they receive‘our com- 
modities ; none of which ever go out of our warehoufes before they are paid for, and 
if the factor will give any credit, it is on his own account, and he is confequently 
liable for the value to the Company, that they may not thereby fuffer; nor can he 
charge the prefents made to the Negro merchant to their accompt: but they, indeed, 
fuperadd a certain advance to all their fa&tors; from which they are not only enabled 
to make prefents to the Negroes, but may be befides confiderable annual gainers—~ 
thereby, and this is done to encourage them to the more diligent fervice. Befides, the 
Negroes having neither carts, waggons, horfes, nor any other way to carry the bought 
commodities to their in-land dwellings than by men, for about two or three hundred 
pounds value in iron, copper, or tin, have occafion for the affiftance of fifty men : now 
whether there be not an advantage to be made of this by our men I leave you to 
judge, though the money got thereby is hardly enough earned, they being obliged 
for it to climb over hills and pafs very bad ways. Thofe who come from the inward 
part of the country to traffic with us are chiefly flaves: one of which, on whom the 
matter repofes the greateft truft, is appointed the chief of this caravan: but when he 
comes to us, he is not treated as a flave, but as a very great merchant, whom we take 
all poffible care to oblige, as very well knowing that he being a peculiar favourite of 
his mafter, may at pleafure go to the Englifh, Danes, and Brandenburghers, as well 
as come to us; for which reafon we pay him double the refpect we fhould give his 
matter. 

Having heard what Negro chapmen we have to deal with, now let us confider what 
officers and fervants are by the Company appointed on the other fide; and how man 
degrees of rifing we have on the coaft. I flatter myfelf that this will not prove dif- 
agreeable to you, becaufe it will afford a profpeét of what preferment your nephew 
may arrive to if he deport himfelf well. 

Firft of all, here are the foldiers with their commanders ; out of which formerly the 
beft qualified for merchandize and the pen were chofen to ferve the Company as 
affiftants; by which means one with whom you and | are very well acquainted, hath 
found opportunity to advance himfelf to almoft the higheft poft here. But for ten or 
eleven years laft paft this hath not happened; becaufe the gentlemen of the Com- 
pany finding that not only thofe qualified, but fuch as were utterly incapable and idle 
drunkards, were promoted, have ordered for the future no foldiers fhould be preferred 
to the affiftants places ; they may become corporals, ferjeants, or officers, and ftand 
fair for all offices amongift the train of workmen or in the fea-fervice ; but an affiftant 
may, in procefs of time, be promoted to the government of the whole coatt. 

The office of affiftant is the loweft among thofe concerned in trade or writing ; the 
{alary appointed for this fervice is fixteen guilders per month, and twenty guilders more 
for board-wages : his firft ftep to preferment is that of under-commiflary or under- 
factor, with a falary of twenty-four guilders per month. By thefe fub-faGtors moft of 
the gold is received; for which they are accountable to the factor, or chief factor, or 
him to whom the trade of the place is entrufted in chief, who is alfo accountable to the 
Company; the general accompts of the whole coaft being kept at Elmina, where there 
is allo a warehoufe-keeper, who hath alk moift goods, as wine, beer, and brandy, &c. 
all edibles, as flefh, peafe, beans, oats, &c. under his keeping, and is entrufted with 
the fale of them: fo that when a chief-factor or fa@tor obferves that his fub-fa@tor or 
warehoufe-keeper is inclined to extravagance, he is obliged to watch him very 
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narrowly ; for all that the Company fuffer by him, the factor is obliged to make good: 
of which in lefs than four years paft we have a frefh example, that one of my brethren, 
not unknown to you, in fuch a cafe was obliged to make good about feven or eight 

+ hundred pounds, which he had not in the leaft fquandered. Thus a factor who hath 
fuch fort of men under him ought to look after them very carefully, or he may be ruined 
at once: it is true, indeed, that he hath his remedy againft the guilty perfon ; but 
what can that avail if he hath neither effeéts or money; which it rarely happens that 
any of thefe men have, for I do not believe that thofe who can live on their means in 

—Holland will ever come to fuch a country as this; nor is it very probable that their 
friends in Europe will make fatisfa@tion for their follies: fo that the factor’s laft refuge 
is to bring the offender to condign corporal punifhment, which will not in the leaft 
contribute to his re-imburfement. Wherefore, as I faid before, his beft way is to look 
clofe after them, and ftop them in the beginning of their extravagancies. 

Out of the above-mentioned under-commiflaries, the oldeft in fervice, or the beft 
qualified, are chofen commiffaries or fa€tors to refide at and command our out-forts, 
and take care of the trade there; with a falary of thirty-fix guilders, befides an 
allowance of ten guilders for a fervant or two, and twenty guilders board-wages per 
month, befides the certain before-mentioned advance on the trade. 

The oldeft and moft experienced of thefe fators is promoted to Mouree and Cor- 
mantyn, his falary being raifed to eighty guilders per month ; fuppofing that upon 
being chofen by the council here, he be confirmed by the Company: who, not with- 
out good reafon, have retained the fupplying thefe important pofts to themfelves ; as 
they have alfo that of the chief factor of Elmina, or the fecond perfon upon the coaft, who 
hath a falary of one hundred guilders per month. Thefe chief factors have alfo the fame 
advance on merchandizes and board-wages, as the other factors; befides which the 
fecond perfon hath ten guilders per month allowed for a fervant, and the general’s or 
governor-general’s table is at his fervice. The choice or confirmation of thefe chief 
faétors being referved to the Company, that upon the death of the governor, or fecond 
perfon, they may have others ready, of-whofe fidelity they are very well fatisfied, to 
Supply their places; and the chief fa€tor of Elmina having fatisfactorily difcharged 
that office three years, he may, if favoured by fortune, happen to be advanced (if 
it falls vacant) to the higheft poft of governor-general, who is entrufted with the Com- 
pany’s authority over the whole coaft ; of which he is dire€tor-general, with .a falary 
of three hundred guilders per month, and a large perquifite advantage in whatever is 
traded on account of the Company on the whole coaft: fo that when commerce is in a 
flourifhing condition here, his poft is very advantageous. 

Till within thefe two laft years, the chief factors of Mouree and Cormantyn had alfo 
the advantage of the flave trade of Fida and Ardra, which turned to fome account, and 
was indeed more advantageous to them than the gold trade; the commerce there being 
at fo low an ebb, that without the mentioned flave-traffic they could not live up to the 
port which the dignity of their pofts required, without fuffering by it. But fince fome 
ill-meaning men have pyepoffeffed the direCtors of the Company in prejudice of them, by 
urging that by this means they became too rich; for which reafon they have thought 
fit to entruft the flave-trade to the mafters of the fhips which they fend hither: the 
confequence of which time will difcover ; but for my part I do not expeét they will find 
it conduce much to their intereft, for the commanders of fhips, though very expert 
in all fea-affairs, yet being unacquainted with the Negroes, will not be able to fucceed 

. very well: befides that fome of them are of fuch a boorifh nature, that they hardly 
know how to preferve the honour of the Company amongit the Negroes. 1 ae 
a ; ere 
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here be underftood to fpeak of them all, for there are feveral men of very good parts 
amongtt them: but the difference occafioned by this new praGice will clearly appear 
with refpe@ to the other Europeans trading hither; and I cannot believe it will turn 
to the advantage of the Company. But of this enough : befides the officers employed 
in the trade on this coaft, there are the following offices : ‘ 

Firt, the chief fifcal, whofe falary is fifty guilders, and ten guilders per month for a 
fervant, befides the liberty of the general’s table. Though the fifcal’s falary feems 
very fmall, yet his perquifite profits, if he is diligent, are very large; for all the gold 
or commodities unlawfully traded for on the coatt is forfeit; of which his fhare is one 
third part, whether the goods in queftion belong to Europeans or Negroes; _befides~ 
a third part of the fines fet upon the latter, and the forfeiture of wages inflicted on any 
offending officers or fervants by the governor and council: all which put together 
amount to a confiderable fum. Next the fifcal, the book-keeper-general takes place, 
whofe province is to keep the great books, and the counter-parts of the accounts of all 
our forts or lodges on the coaft; or in fhort, to take care of all the Company’s - 
accompts in this country : his falary is feventy guilders, befides ten guilders per month 
for his fervants, and for a free table is allowed twenty-five guilders more. He is gene- 
rally aflifted by an under-book-keeper, whofe falary is thirty guilders per month, and 
two affiftants, Next him is the book-keeper or accomptant of the garrifon, whofe title 
fufficiently explains his office, and his falary, equal to a fub-factor’s, is twenty-four 
guilders, though factors have thirty-fix guilders; fp to make amends he hath the 
power of felling by auction the effects of all perfons who die upon the coaft, for which 

‘he is allowed five per cent. ad valorem ; he is alfo commonly helped by an afliftant. 
Sometimes here is alfo a fecretary, whofe falary is fifty guilders per month, and under 
him he hath three or four affiftants, but in my time we contented ourfelves with an. 
under-fecretary, and the above-mentioned number of affiftants. 

The laft and moft contemptible office is that of under-fifcal, commonly called by us 
auditor, though in his walks, informer, as he really is no better; his falary is twenty 
guilders per month, and to his fhare falls alfo a tenth of all forfeitures ; his perfon is 
had in utmoft contempt by all, yet to honoiir him as much as poffible he takes place 
of all the fub-faétors, as the fifcal (who alfo is not the more loved on account of his 
office) doth of all the chief-fa€tors, nay, even the fecond perfon on the coaft, though 
by the governor’s leave that place not only belongs to the chief-factor of Elmina, but 
to thofe of Mouree and Cormantyn. 

Having run through our temporal ftate, we now come to our fpiritual preferments, 
which are but two, the firft a minifter, with a falary of one hundred, the fecond a 
clerk, with that of twenty guilders per month, befides which, the firft hath ten guilders 
per month allowed for a fervant, and a place at the governor’s table. "What do you 
think, fir, do not we pay our clergyman pretty well? 1 will affure you if you think we 
live licentious lives, you are in the wrong, for we are very religious ; we are obliged to 
go to church every day, on forfeiture of twenty-five ftivers, except on Sundays and 
‘Thurfdays, when the forfeiture for omiffion is doubled. But I know you will reply, 
this is a forced fervice of God, and confequently not always accompanied with the 
moft fincere intentions; and to confefs the truth it is not much better, for were not 
the reftraint laid upon us, fome would rather pay a vifit elfewhere than to the church. 

Thefe being all the officers and! fervants we have on the Coaft, befides workmen or 
labourers and foldiers, they are c6mmonly ranked as follows : 

The direétor-general : — The preacher always next the director : ~ The fifcal : — 
‘The chief-factor : — Two or three chief-factors befides. 

3c2 . Seven 
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Seven or eight factors: — Nine or ten fub-factors: — Eighteen or twenty affif- 
tants : —-(The number of thefe varies daily, fo that there are fometimes more, and 
feveral times lefs of each.) . 

A Warehoufe-keeper : — Accomptant or book-keeper-general : — Under-book- 
keeper : — Accomptant or book-keeper to the garrifon : — Clerk of the Church: — 
An auditor or informer, - ~ t 

There not being in all upon the whole coaft fixty perfons, one third of which are 
affiftants, you may eafily conclude that any perfon who comes hither in the faid affif- 
tanant’s place, and behaves himfelf well, upon the death of fome of his fuperiors, 
‘cannot mifs being preferred to a good poft ; but how the greateft part behave them- 
felves, ‘and what fort of lives they lead, will perhaps be more proper for another place. 
And therefore to conclude this letter, I fhall only inform you how, and by whom this 
coaft is governed. : 

The government or direction of the coaft is principally vefted in the director-general 
as the fupreme ruler, from whom all governors of the out-forts receive their commands, 
and fubordinate to whom they are obliged to aét, they not being empowered to tranfat 
any important affairs without his knowledge and entire confent ; but difficult affairs, 
or thofe of greater importance, are’ cognizable to, and ought to be laid before 
the aflembly of counfellors, or council compofed of the director-general ; the fifcal, 
in other things befides criminal cafes; the chief-faétors; the enfign or banner- 
bearer, and fometimes the accomptant-general, who jointly make up the council: to 
which.are added the factors of the out-forts as occafional or extraordinary counfellors, 
In this council every member is freely permitted to offer his thoughts on what is in’ 
debate ; but a wary man will be apt to obferve which fide the governor is inclined to, 
and not eafily be perfuaded to thwart him, whatever he thinks, left he fhould fall 
under his difpleafure: this was fo well obferved during my ftay here, that I believe 
there were very few refolutions of the council, which were contrary to the governor’s 
opinion: it is no very hard matter to believe this, fince fome refpeét is due to him, 
and befides, many have found their accompt by this fort of compliance, not thinking 
themfelves obliged to enquire whether it agreed with the intereft of the Company or 
not; it was fufficient that they ferved themielves ; the fhirt being nearer than the coat 
(according to the proverb), they could not fee any great harm in it. But though this 
is their opinion, I have always had other fentiments, though I have been fometimes 
reftrained from exprefling them for reafons which I fhall hereafter give you. I have 
often fmiled at the glittering title of the “ Council of the North and South Coaft of 
Africa,” which you and others frequently give us, efpecially when I confider that we 
are nothing lefs, and though we have all the name have none of the power. I doubt 
not but you and moft in Europe take us for a regular and well-managed council, and 
that nothing is tranfacted without our confent. Alas! my good friend, how are you 
miftaken ! but if you would be informed how far the name and real thing agree, it is 
neceflary you be firft informed that a director-general isa perfon who governs all others 
from the higheft to the loweft on the coaft with an arbitrary power; who may at plea- 
fure oblige his inferiors to fubmit to his will, contrary to all reafon: and to go yet 
farther, he can difcharge them their offices and fend them off the coaft, without giving 
the leaft reafon for fo doing. Such a dire€tor as I have defcribed, coming into the 
council, and firmly refolved to carry the thing to be debated ; I would fain know who 
dare take the liberty to oppofe him, knowing how dear it may coft him, unlefs he be 
backed by others, which he hath no great reafon to expe: wherefore every man 
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rather choofeth to comply with a yea brother, than by contradicting the governor, to 
incur his difpleafure, and do the Company no manner of fervice. 

But if you afk me why.a direttor, refolved to take no advice, but abfolutely follow 
his own inclinations, doth ever fammon a council; I anfwer, firft, that the directors 
of the Company may be informed that he did fo, not knowing the ufe he made of 
that aflembly. Secondly, when offenders are to be punithed with capital or corporeal 
punifhments ; that not being otherwife to be done than in form of law, And thirdly, 
for the government of the coaft, which is refolved and fettled in the council, and left 
when any thing happens wrong the governor fhould want an excufe, he now being able 
confidently to alledge that he a¢ted by the advice of the whole council, by whomrit 
was alfo fo refolved, though their real opinions were at the fame time as different from 
their fuffrages as eaft and welt. 

In fhort, the council is of no other real ufe than to participate of the governor’s 
faults, and to fhelter him from being anfwerable for them. ‘Thus it clearly appears 
that it is impoffible for the Company’s affairs to fucceed under an an ill governor: 
wherefore, for the intereft of the Company, I hope that its directors will for the future 
diminifh the governor’s power, charging him exprefsly to regulate himfelf more by the 
advice of the council ; which, when the directors pleafe to do, I cannot doubt of feeing 
a more regular government on the coaft, and all affairs managed with more juftice and 
difcretion. 

Now re are juftly informed of the nature of our council, would you defire to be a 
member? 1 believe not; and for my part I affure you, that I would rather quit the 
honour to obtain a liberty of being in reality a counfellor, inftead of bearing the name 
only. Yours, &c. ‘ 


LETTER VILL — The Infalubrity of the Coaft, the Author's Opinion from whence it 
proceeds. — The Difference betwixt the prefent and former Seafons. — Some Inftances 
of violent Thunders, and the Damage cccafoned by them. 


Sir, : 
YESTERDAY I fealed my laft to you, on fufpicion that the fhip would fail laft 
night: but they being ftaid by an unavoidable obftacle one day longer, and J at pre- 
fent at leifure, I have dedicated this day to your fervice in committing the following 
lines td paper, which pleafe to honour with your perufal. 

The Guinea Gold Coaft is fituate about the fifth degree of nothern latitude, from 
which you may eafily infer that we live in a fcorching air, though not fo bad as is 
reported: for it is become too cuftomary for men in gheir relations rather to add than 
to diminifh. Several who have lived fome years here with me, mut own, as well as I, 
that in the months Oétober, November, December, January, February and March, 
the heat is very violent here, but it is not fo hot in the fix remaining months, but that 
it can be eafily borne without the teaft inconvenience; I have knoWn the time when we 
could as well have endured a fire, if we had not been afhamed, as in Europe about 
September ; befides, the whole year is here refrefhed with cool evenings, {o that he 
that hath lived here ten years, and confequently his body become opener than in Hol- 
land, will not be apt to complain very much of the heat. : 

The unwholefomenefs of this coaft, in my opinion, feems chiefly owing to the heat 
of the day, and coolnefs of the night ; which fudden change I am induced to believe 


occafions feveral contrary effeéts in our bodies, efpecially in thofe who are not accuf- 
tomed 
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oo bear more heat than cold, by. too. haftily throwing off their cloaths to cool 
too faft, =~ . 

The fecond and greateft caufe which I can find is, that the Gold Coaft, from one end 
to the other, fo greatly abounds with high mountains, in the valleys betwixt which, 
every morning, a thick, flipking, and fulphurous damp or mift rifeth, efpecially near 
rivers or watry places ; which mift fo fpreads itfelf, and falls fo thick on the earth, that 
it is almoft impoflible to efcape the infection while we are fafting, and our bodies more 
fufceptible of it than the natives. This fog happeneth moft frequently in the ill feafon 

___of the fix months, which we here call winter, but more efpecially in July and Augutt ; 
“Wherefore we are more f{eized with ficknefs in that time than in the good feafon, or 
fummer: The ftench of this unwholefome mift is very much augmented by the 
Negroes’ pernicious cuftom of laying their fih, for five or fix days, to putrify before 
they eat it; and their eafing their bodies round their houfes, and all over their towns; 
and if this odious mixture of noifome ftenches very much affects the ftate of health 
here, it is not to be wondered, fince it is next to impoflibility, not only for new comers, 
but thofe who have long continued here, to preferve themfelves entirely from its malign 
effects. The great difference betwixt the European air and this, is fo obfervable, that 
few come hither who are not at firft feized by a ficknefs which carries off a great 
many, and that chiefly becaufe we are fo wretchedly unprovided with what fhould com- 
fort and nourifh thefe poor men ; for we have no help to have recourfe to but corrupted 
medicines, and unfkilful phyficians, they being only ignorant barbers, who bring 
feveral into the utmoft danger of their lives : whereas, nature is ftrong enough, by the 
afliftance of good nourifhing diet and_reftoratives, it might probably recover the pa- 
tient. But, alas! how fhould he be able to get them? For our medicines, as I have 
before told you, are moft of them fpoiled ; and for food, what is here to be gotten for 
the common people, befides fifh and a dry lean hen? And, indeed, were he able to 
pay for better, here is nothing proper fora weak ftomach ; for all the oxen or cows, 
fheep and hens, are dry, lean, and tough: fo that a found man, not to mention an 
infirm one, hath enough to do to eat them, So that the belt, befide proper phyfic, 
that the poor fick can get here, are culinary vegetables and fpoon-meats ; the direétor 
and the chief factor are abundantly furnifhed with the former, but they are not in 

every-body’s reach. ‘ 

There are feveral who would fain perfuade us, that our men’s ficknefs here is owing 
to their own mifmanagement ; urging that they might very eafily prevent it by a regu- 
lar life, and carefully avoiding all exceffes in eating and drinking ; but experience con- 
vinces us of their miftake, for we daily fee the moft temperate and regular men feized 
with dangerous and too often mortal difeafes. 

But it is indeed to be owneg, that fome people here occafion their own ficknefs, 
though that cannot be faid of all. If thefe men were more careful of their healths, 
it is more than probable that fo many would not ficken and die here yearly as now do; 
but thefe rath and inconfiderate wretches no fooner receive their pay, than (if not al- 
ready indebted that fum) they lavifh it out in palm-wine and brandy ; both which, 
taken in excefs, are very pernicious: which is not the only inconvenience, for fpend- 
ing their money thus idly, they do not allow themfelves fufficient to buy neceflary 
food ; the defect of which they are then forced to fupply with bread, oil, and falt, or 
at beft with a little fith; fo that it is hardly to be expeéted that thefe men fhould be 
healthful. This is the common courfe of life which the ordinary people here lead ; 
and it were to be wifhed that their example was not followed by their {uperiors ; ex- 
ceflive drinking being here too much in vogue; and the larger their falary is, the 
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greater their thirft appears to be, and confequently the lefs regard-had to the kitchen. 
Some are alfo very lucky if their pay be not attached, and they entered into bonds as 
deep as their prefent and future falary will fatisfy ; or what is worfe yet beyond all this, 
in hopes only that their relations will fatisfy it: all which eats like a canker ; and yet 
they are by ufe fo bigotted to drinking, that it would be impoflible to keep them from 
it by blows: and to make the quicker work, they are as zealous votaries to Venus as 
to Bacchus, and fo wafte the {mall portion of ftrength left them from tippling and the 


ill air, and then adieu health, and foon after life itfelf. But it is, indeed, convenient . 


it thould’be fo ; another wants his place. If men lived here as long as in Europe, it 
would be lefs worth while to come hither, and a man would be obliged to wait to 
long before he got a good poft, without which nobody will eafily return rich from 
Guinea, the chief perfons there being the only people who can Jay up any thing, and 
they not near fo much as is reported of them. However the money we get here is 
indeed hardly enough acquired: if you confider we ftake our beft pledge, that is, our 
lives, in order to it, 

But to return to the unhealthfulnefs of this country : —- Some here diftinguith be- 
twixt one place and another, and Iam fomewhat inclined to their opinion: if they 
choofe thofe places where the wind blows continually and very frefh, and where the 
Negroes occafion the leaft ftench, they are undoubtedly the moft healthful ; and as 
fuch, I fhould prefer Boutry and Zacondee in the firft place. : 

How unwholefome foever this country is, yet we find very few of the natives afflicted 
with any diftemper; which yet is not much to be wondered at, fince their bein, 
born in this air, and bred up in the ftench, are not liable to be infected with the one 
or the other. ‘The national difeafes here are the fmall-pox and worms ; by the former 
of which, in thefe thirteen or fourteen years time, thoufands of men have been fwept 
away ; and with the latter, they are miferably afflited in all parts of their bodies, but 
chiefly in their legs, which occafions a grievous pain, which they are forced to bear 
till they can get the worm quite out, that being fometimes a month. The manner 
which the artilts take to get it out is this: as foon as the worm is broken through the 
tumour, his head commonly firft making its way, after they have drawn it out a little 
way, they make it fait to a ftick, about which they every day wind a fmall part of it, 
till continuing this tedious method they have entirely wound out the whole, and the 
patient is freed from his pain. But if the worm happens to break, they are put toa 
double torture, the remainder part of the worm either rotting in the body, or breaking 
out at fome other place. The Negroes are moft afflicted with thefe worms; but 
‘though the Europeans are but feldom troubled with them, yet they do not efcape them 
entirely. I have feen fome Negroes who had nine or ten of them/at once, with which 
they were inexpreflibly tormented. This worm-difeafe is frequent all the coaft over ; 
but our men are moft tormented with it at Cormantyn and Apam, which perhaps may 
be occafioned by the foul water which they are obliged to drink there. If you 
would know the length of thefe worms, Monfieur Focquenbrog obligeth you with a 
pathetical defcription, by which you are informed that they are fome of them an ell 
long, and fome as long as pikes, and have not the patience to ftay till the man is dead, 
but feize him alive. 

In the country of Ante feveral Negroes are affli@ed with ravenous appetites, which 
is thought to proceed from their drinking a fort of palm-wine called Crifia. 

The natives are very much to be pitied, that being fhot, cut, or otherwife wounded 
in their wars, they neither know nor have any other way of cure than by green plants, 
which they boil in water and foment the part with that decoétion, which proves effeQual 
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in fome cafes; thefe vegetables being endowed with a wonderful fanative virtue. But 
others either not knowing the fimples, or being ignorant how to prepare them aright, 
apply their fomentations in vain: whil{ft the wound gangrenes, and at beft turns to a 
running, which continues the whtole life. Thofe feized by the venereal diftemper are 
alfo incurable, except they-happening to be near our fort fall into our barbers’ hands ; 
who, for a good large fum of money, cure them. 

Befides the above-mentioned diftempers, moft of the Negroes live healthful lives, but 
feldom arrive to a great age: the reafon of which, owing to my ignorance, I dare not 

~pretend to aflign. It is obfervable that there are feveral grey-headed people, who look 
as it they were old, but indeed are not fo; this, perhaps, may be owing to their too 
early and exceffive venery, by which they fo enfeeble themfelves, that a man of fifty 
(a good old age here), feized by any ficknefs, generally leaves this world. Nature’s 
di@ates are very early underftood here; and children of eight or nine years know very 
well how the world is propagated, and before twelve they generally reduce their know- 
ledge into pradtice : fo that itis next to an impoflibility to meet with a maid at marriage- 
able years. The inhabitants for that reafon, to fecure a maidenhead, marry young, 
and perhaps then have it juft as fecure as a handful of flies; for the young children 
hearing daily fuch difcourfe as is not very proper for their ears, and which is the com- 
mon converfation of the Negroes, feldom have patience till they come to years of 
maturity. ‘ 

It will not be labour loft to fay fomething concerning the winter and fummer, or the 

ood and bad time, as it is called here; and the great alteration of weather, which I 
have obferved here in the {pace of ten years. The fummer is accounted to begin with 
September, and continue the five fubfequent months, and the winter takes up the re- 
maining fix months in the year, and is fub-divided into two rainy, two mifty, and two 
windy months: but the feafon alters fo much from year to year that we have in a 
manner left off reckoning them; the fummer comes fometimes a whole month earlier 
one year than another, and the fame is alfo obferved of the mift and rain. In fhort, 
they come fo confufed and uncertain, that it is impoflible to make any calculation of 
them. 

Formerly, when I firft came to the coaft, fummer and winter fucceeded alternately, 
exactly at a certain time, and the latter was much feverer than at prefent. The rains 
were fo violent, continuing for feveral days fucceffively as if the country were to be 
drowned, and we expected a fecond deluge; but at prefent are not either fo violent 
or-fo frequent. Axim, which is but twenty miles from Elmina, is generally more 
moiftened with rains than any place upon the whole coaft: and I did not a little 
wonder when I was firft placed there, that the rains continued fo long ; for afking one 
of our military officers how long it commonly lafted, he told me above eleven months 
and twenty-eight days in a year, and confequently every leap-year was bleffed with one 
whole day of fair weather : but though the officer ftretched a little, yet it is undeniably 
true, that it rains here at leaft half the year; for which reafon only rice and trees can 
grow, the other fruits being deftroyed by too much wet. 

It is furprizing to obferve that the ftorms or travadoes, as they are here called, are 
in a few years fo very much leffened ; and fince I am td fpeak of the winds and thun- 
der here, I thali firft take notice how violent the wind ufed to blow here. You may 
be informed by Monfieur Focquenbrog, that when he ‘was here, fuch a great and 
fudden ftorm arofe, that the fhips at fea durft not fail with full fail, for fear of being 
overturned or fplit againft the rocks or fhores: but at prefent here is not the leaft 
reafon to be afraid; for though we are fometimes attacked by violent travadoes, or 
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itorms of: thunder, lightning, and wind, yet they do not .come upon us either fo fud- 
denly or forcibly as to occafion any very remarkable damage. 

In fome old papers of the dire€tor Valkenburg concerning the coaft, I.found that at 
Elmina, in the year 1651, there was fuch a terrible thunder, which fo affrighted every 
body that they thought the world was at an end: the gold and filver was melted in the 
bags, which remained untouched ; and their fwords broken in the fcabbards, without 
the latter being perceivably finged, as well as feveral ftrange accidents which then 
happened : but the paper being worm-eaten I could not diftin@ly read it, only I per- 
ceived that they were in difmal apprehenfions for their gunpowder, the thunder feem- 
ing moft violent where that was. we 

About 1691, when I was at Boutry, there was fuch a fierce and boifterous ftorm 
in the country of Ante, that hundreds or rather thoufands of trees were either thrown 
down to the ground, or‘blafted by lightning, The ftake which fupported our flag 
was fhattered into fplinters from top to bottom, and yet remained ftanding, but fo torn 
afunder, as if one or two hundred chiffels had been driven into it in order to {plit it. 
The Negroes, in the fame terrified condition with us, being of opinion that the force 
of the thunder is contained in a certain ftone, after the ftorm was over, brought one, 
which they ridiculoufly believed had fo fhattered our flag-pole: but no wonder they 
were of that opinion, for in Europe, where we think we are better informed, feveral 
people do not much differ from them. But what I have obferved éf the effetts of 
thunder, is fufficient to convince me that it is impoffible they fhould be caufed by a 
ftone ; nor is there any natural reafon for it, and with fupernatural things I have 
nothing to do, but had rather’ believe it the effects of a violent compreffion of air ; but 
the manner of its opération I leave the naturalifts to determine. 

Not long after, alike accident happened to one of our fhips cruizing before Axim, 
very much injuring its main-maft and boltfprit. 

In 1693 or 1694, the thunder broke all the drinking-glaffes of the factor’s chamber, 
and raifed up his child with the bed under it; both which it threw fome feet diftant, 
without the leaft hurtdone. What do you think, fir? was it poflible for a ftone to do 
this? I believe not. “ 

Not long after this, the Englifh fort at Acra was fo roughly handled by the thunder, 
that its walls were left fhattered with holes even to the powder-room, and fome pewter- 
porrengers were melted into a lump: it is eafy to imagine with what terror they were 
ftruck when they found it come fo near their powder. 

When I had the government of Mouree, one of the turrets was rent feveral feet by a 
clap of thunder; and my conftable being lodged there, affirmed in the morning he 
had received a violent fhock on his arm without any farther injury: however, I was 
in great danger ; for having the day before removed my powder, I had caufed two or 
three thoufand pounds of it to be brought into the garret, where it lay when the ftorm 
began ; but I could not be eafy till it was carried to a fafer place, however before that 
could be done I was in no fmall confufion, 

From what I have related, you may colle&t what fort of weather we were formerly 
accuftomed to; which fo feldom happens, at prefent, that in the fpace of three or four 
years we have not obferved any thing extraordinary of that nature to happen. 

The difference betwixt the heat and cold formerly and at prefent, is alfo very great; 
for the heat has been here fo exceflive in fummer-time, that we feemed to have dog- 
days as well as in Europe; but now it is become more moderate and fupportable : the 
cold was alfo then fo fierce in the nights, that we were perfuaded it froze, and in reality 
we were not much in the wrong, for the earth, which ufually is very moift by reafon 
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ofthe dew, was of the contrary dry aid appeated whitith. Sothe of my predeceffors 
affirmed, that coming into their accompting-houfe in the morning, ‘they found their 
ink frozen: the truth of which I will not determine, but only hand it to you as I re- 
ceived it. . 

But this I affure you, that we have felt nights fo cold about September, that they 
made us fhake, as I told you before. The prefent winters are indeed cold, but not fo 
fevere as formerly, though they continue longer ; for we have two thirds, or at leaft 
half of the year winter : which While I am writing I believe you begin to think of, and 
with it may happen to you in due feafon, and be fo mild as not to give you the leat 
uneafinels, but afford you as much pleafure as is poffible to be wifhed by, Yours, &c, 


LETTER IX. —Of the natural Difpofition and Manners of the Negroes on the Gold 
“Coaft; that they are very fraudulent and crafty, idle, and carelefs : — Of their 
Clothing, Education of Children, and Compliments : — Their courteous Reception of 
Vifitants ; and their Manner of vifiting among ft the great Men: — Of their manual 
Arts ; Navigation, Fifbing, and Agriculture : — The Difference of Languages on the 
Gold Coa/t : — Their Nobility ; how many Degrees of Preference among ft them: — 
Their carelefs ill-contrived way of Building, and making their Roads :— Their mufical 
Infiruments : — They have no Beggars among ft them, only thofe Jhamele/s ones who de 
not want.— A Defcription of the Mulattoes. 


Si, . 

YOURS of the 24th, reached me in very good time. But my prefent intended 
fubject is likely fo to over-charge this, that for want of room I fhall be obliged to defer 
anfwering yours till the next opportunity, when I promife not to fail. 

I defign to treat of the natural temper of the natives; and if this letter doth not fwell 
toan unufual bulk, I fhall be at a lofs to do juftice to my fubjeét: wherefore I muft beg 
your excufe for crowding fo many things into one letter fo immethodically, for you are 
prefented with them as they occur to me; and fo, fir, be pleafed to accept them. 

To begin. The Negroes are all without exception, crafty, villainous and fraudu- 
lent, and very feldom to be trufted, being fure to flip no opportynity of cheating an 
European, nor indeed one another. A man of integrity is as rare among them as a 
white falcon, and their fidelity feldom extends farther than to their mafters: and it 
would be very furprifing, if, upon a {erutiny into their lives, we fhould find any of them 
whofe perverfe nature would not break out fometimes, for they indeed feem to be born 
and bred villains ; all forts of bafenefs having got fuch fure footing in them, that it is 
impoflible to lie concealed, and herein they agree very well with what authors tell us 
of the Mufcovites. Thefe degenerate vices are accompanied with their fifters, floth 
and idlenefs, to which they are fo prone that nothing but the utmoft neceffity can force 
them to labour: they are befides fo incredibly carelefs and ftupid, and are fo little 
concerned at their misfortunes, that it is hasdly to, be obferved by any change in them 
whether they have met with any good or ill fuccefs. An inftance of which is, that 
when they have obtained a victory over their enemies, they return home diverting them- 
felves with leaping and dancing: but if on their fide they are beaten out of the field, 
and utterly routed, they yet feaft and are merry, and dance, and can cheerfully fport 
around a grave. In fhort, profperity and adverfity are no otherwife diftinguifhable in 
them than in the cloathing and fhaving of their head, of which more heveiher Mon. 
fieur Focquenbrog’s defcription of them is undeniably true, when he informs us that 
they feaft at graves, and if they fhould fee their country in flames, would cry out “ let 
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it burn,” and not fuffer it in the leaft to interrupt their finging, dancing and drinking : 
that they are equally infenfible of grief or neceffity, fing till they die, and dance into 
the grave. 

‘This defcription is fo pertinent, I believe it cannot be mended in fo few words. It 
is true indeed, that they very greedily heap up money and goods, to which their minds 
are ftrongly inclined: but after that they fet fo fmall a value upon them, that if they 
meet with a very great lofs, you can never perceive it by their carriage, it never robs 
them of an hour’s repofe ; and they are no fooner at their refting place, but like the 
beafts, they fleep perfectly undifturbed by any melancholy refletions : fo that the advice, “ 
not to take care for the morrow, feems defigned more peculiarly for the praG@ife of 
thefe men. 2 24 : : 

Their young are extraordinarily vain, and defirous to pafs for perfons of quality, 
though perhaps but flaves; notwithftanding which they mighty carefully adorn their 
bodies, and are very fine in their way. 

But now let us fee how they manage the affairs of drefs. The fafhions of adorning 
their heads are very various; fome wear very long hair curled and platted together, 
and tied up to the crown of the head; others turn their hair into very {mall curls, 
moiftening them with oil and a fort of die, and then adjuft them in the fhape of rofes ; 
between which they wear gold Fetiches, or a fort of coral here called Conte de Terra, 
which is fometimes of a quadruple value to gold, as alfo a fort of blue coral, which we 
call Agrie, and the Negroes Accorri, which being moderately large, is fo much valued 
that it is generally weighed againft gold. They are very fond of our hats, never think- 
ing they pay too much for them. Their arms, legs and waift are adorned with gold, 
and the above-mentioned forts of coral. Their common habit is made of three or four 
ells of either velvet, filk, cloth, Perpetuana, or fome fort of ftuff; and feveral have. 
this fort of habit or Paan, as they call it, made of fifty forts of tuff. This they throw 
about the body and roll it up into a fmall compafs, and make it faft ; fo that it hangs 
from the navel downwards, covering the legs half way: about their arms they alfo 
wear ornamental rings made of ivory, gold, filver, &c. and about their necks, ftrings 
or chains of gold, and coral amongft their above-mentioned drefs ; and I remember to 
have feen feveral of thefe ftrings or chains worth above one hundred pounds fterling. 
But thefe are the jewels, and they who want them are no company for thofe who have 
them. 

The Manceroes, or youth, do not drefs themfelves fo pompoufly ;_ but the Coboceros 
or chief people are as meanly and plainly habited, choofing rather to pafs for poor than 
rich men. They wear only a good Paan, a cap make of hart’s fkin upon their heads, 
and a ftaff in their hands, like the old Mfraelites, and a ftring or ckain of coral about 
their heads : and this is the drefs they daily appear in. 

The commonalty, fiuch as wine-drawers, fifhermen, and fuch like, are very poorly 
habited ; fome with an ell or two of forry ftuff, others with a fort of girdle only drawn 
through between their legs, and wrapped about them juft to hide their nakednefs; to 
which the fifhermen add a cap made of harts’ fkins or rufhes, though moft of them 
endeavour to get an old hat of the failors, which feryes them in hot as well as cold 
weather. The men here are not fo very much addiéted to famptuousattire ; but pride 
even amongft the favage, as well as in the Netherlands and all Europe over, feems to 
have eftablifhed its throne amongft the female fex : and accordingly the women’s drefs 
is richer than the men’s. Ladies plat their hair very artfully, and place their Fetiches, 
coral and ivory with a judicious air, and go much finer than the men. About their 
necks they wear gold chains and ftrings of coral, befides ten or twelve fmall white sae 
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o£ Conte de Terra and gold ; about their arms and ‘legs al they, are plentifully ftored 
therewith, and they wear them fo thick about their waift, that their _nakednefs would 
be fufficiently covered thereby if they wore no clothes; and the rather becaufe they 
always have a garter or rather girdle. Perhaps Mr. Conftantyn Huygens thought of 
our black miftreffes, when he advifeth the men to two, and fome women to three gar- 
ters; and if ftockings were in fafhion here, three garters would be foon thought 4s 
neceflary as one is now: but this by the by. To return to our Negro ladies: on the 
lower part of their bodies they wear a Paan, which often is three or four times as long 
as that of the men: this they wind around their waift, and bind it on with a fillet of 
red.cloth, or fomething elfe about half an ell broad and two ells long, to make it fit 
clofe tothe body, both ends of the fillet hanging out on their Paan, which in ladies 
of quality is adorned witlr gold and filver lace: on the upper part of their body the 
caft a veil of filk or fome other fine fort of ftuff, whilft their arms are beautified wit 
rings of gold, filver and ivory. Thefe female Negroes, I can affure you, are fo well 
fkilled in their fafhions, that they know how to drefs themfelves up fufficiently tempt- 
ing to allure feveral Europeans; but their greateft power is over thofe who make 
no difference betwixt white and black, efpecially when the former colour is not to be 
found. 

Having done with their clothes, let us fee how they educate their children, with 
which the men never trouble themfelves in the leaft, nor the women much indeed : the 
mother gives the infant fuck for two or three years ; which over, and they able to go, 
thenit is, Turn out, brutes: if itbe hungry the gives ita piece of dry bread, and fends 
it abroad wherever it pleafes, either to the market, or to the fea-fide to learn to fwim, 
or any where elfe: nobody looks after it, nor is it any body’s bufinefs to hinder its 
progrefs. Thefe children are as well contented with dry bread, as ours with all man- 
ner of delicacies; they neither think of nor know any delicacies, nor are their mothers 
troubled with them, but do their bufinefs undifturbed : when, on the other fide, if our 
children can but go alone, we are continually perplexed with thoufands of fears of 
fome or other ill accidents befalling them. 

Child-bearing is here as little troublefome as the men can with; here is no long 
lying-in, nor expenfive gofliping or groaning-feafts. I once happened to be near the 
place where a Negro woman was delivered of two children in the fpace of one quarter 
ofan hour ; and when fhe feemed moft uneafy, I found it was not fufficient to urge any 
fhrieks or cries from her, but the very fame day I faw her go to the fea-fide to wafh 
herfelf without ever thinking of returning to her bed: and indeed moft women are here 
equally eafy in this particular, though it happens (but that is very feldom) that a 
woman is obliged by illnefs to keep her bed fome days. Here is no provifions made 
for linen or any neceffaries for the new-born infant, and yet all its limbs grow vigorous 
and proportionate asin Holland, except only that they have larger navels than ordinary 
with us; but this is the mother’s fault. If child-bearing were in all particulars fo eafy 
in our country, but no more of this, left you fhould tell your lady, and fhe bring 
the Dutch women about my ears, and it is not very advifeable to anger them. But.to 
return to. our fubje€t ; the child is no fooner born than the prieft (here called Feticheer 
or Confoe) is fent for, who binds a parcel of ropes and coral and other trafh about the 
head, body, arms and legs of the infant ; after which he exorcifes, according to their 
accultomed manner, by which they believe it is armed againft all ficknefs and ill acci- 
dents ; and doubtlefs this is as effectual as if done by the Pope himfelf... By this you 
may obferve what power the priefts have over evil fpirits ; but when I come to defcribe 
the marriage and married lives of the Negroes, I fhall prefent you with fomething more 
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concerning -child-bearing ; and at prefent proceed, only informing you that thefe ropes 
and trafh ferve the children inftead of clothes, commonly till they are, feven or eight 
yearsrof age ; at which period they pride themfelves in a neceflary lappet of half an ell 
of ftuffs. . . 

If the father is a fifherman or hufbandman, and the child a male, he breeds him up to 
his avccation very.early ; and the child now beginning to find that he. muft foon fhift 
for himfelf, he is fure to fecure all that a convenient opportunity will give him leave 
againft that time, which his parents-never contradict. ; 

I have hinted with what forry and how little food the Negroes.content their children ; 
which would hardly be poffible if they fared delicioufly themlelves. But they are not 
guilty of this fort of intemperance, but live rather too foberly, two-pence a day being fuffi- 
cient to diet one of them. ‘Their common food is a pot full of millet boiled to the con- 
fiftence of bread, or inftead of that, jambs and potatoes ; over which they pour a little 
palm-oil, with a few boiled herbs, to which they adda ftinking fith. ‘This they efteem 
a nice difh, for it is but feldom they can get the fifh and herbs: as for’oxen, fheep, 
hens, or other flefh, they only buy that for holidays; of which more in another place. 
The Negroes are not fo {paring -in their diet becaufe they do not defire better food, of 
which we have fufficient proof when they eat with us, for they are then fure to fatiate 
themfelves with the beft at the table, at that rate, as if they were laying in for three 
days. Nor is it for want of money that they live thus, but only out of pure fordid 
covetoufnels. 

have been fometimes of opinion that they thought all dear things unwholefome. 
The diet I have defcribed, is that of the commonalty ; nor do the rich fare mugh 
better: they allow themfelves a little more fifh, and a few more herbs. But for an 
extraordinary difh they take fifh, a handful of corn, as much dough, and fome palm- 
oil, which they boil together in water, and this they call Mallaget; and is, I can affure 
you, a lordly entertainment amongft them ;_ and, to {peak truth, it isno very difagree- 
able food to thofe who are ufed to it, and is very wholefome in this country. 

Though the Negroes eat fo poorly and fo little, they drink the more, being great 
lovers of ftrong liquor; and let the world go how it will, they muft have brandy in 
the morning, and palm-wine in the afternoon; and he that hath one penny in money, 
thirfteth after three pennyworth of drink, which is welcome to them night and ‘day ; 
and we are forced to give ftriét orders to our men to watch our cellars at night, for 
they know too well how to gett at them. They are fo befotted to ftrong liquors and 
tobacco, that you may equally entruft bacon to a cat, as either of them within their 
power. The women are as guilty of this vice as the men; and, as if it were a virtue, 
their children are taught it at the age of three or four years. 

The falutations and civilities of the Negroes claim a place here, as being remarkably 
peculiar. Upon accidentally meeting each other, the falutation is pulling off the hat 
or cap, or uncovering the head, amongft thofe Negroes who converfe with us ; but the 
~ in-land people do not efteem the uncovering of the head for any fign of refpect. Next, 
they atk after each other’s welfare, but not like our manner, by enquiring after one 
another’s health ; but the firft-quedtion is, “‘ How did you fleep?” to which the reply 
is, ‘* Very well:’’ and the other returns the queftion to the firft, who, if he hath flept 
well, tells him fo. From whence we may obferve, that the Negroes conceive good 
found fleep to be the meft neceflary prefervative of health. When one Negro is 
vifited by another, he takes his gueft by the hand, and nipping his two middle fingers 
together, he bids him welcome: this is the ceremony in ufe, if this be his firft vifir: 
but if he hath been there before, and is returned again, he expreffeth his welcome hy 
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telling him, “ You went out and are returned,” intimating they with him good fortune ; 
to which he anfwers, “ 1 am .come again :”” and this paffeth current. on both fides for 
refined civility. ‘They are very obligingly civil, when they receive vifits from a perfon 
who lives in another country. As foon as the compliments are pafled, the wife, or a 
fhe-flave, brings water,. greafe or ointment, to wafh and anoint the ftranger, herein 
agreeing with the ancient times, who were accuftomed to wath and anoint the feet of 
their guefts. ; 

. The vifits of kings, and thofe of the beft rank, are accompanied with feveral odd 
ceremonies: for inftance, when a lord or king of a town is advanced very near to, or 
reaches that king’s town. he intends the honour of a vifit to, he difpatches one of his 
attendants to compliment and advife him of his coming; who, on the other fide, is 
fure to fend back a meffenger of his own, with his ambaffador, to compliment and 
afflure him of a hearty welcome. While they are on their way, theking or general 
ranges all his foldiers in battle-array, in the market-place, or before his palace; thefe 
being frequently about three or four hundred men, who fit down, expeéting the 
approach of their gueft ; who, to exprefs his ftate and grandeur the moft effectually, 
take$ care to advance but flowly, and is attended by a great number of armed men, 
who, leaping and dancing, alfo make a difmal military noife, 

Having at laft reached the place where the other fits expecting him, he doth not 
make direétly towards him, but detaches all his unarmed people of fafhion to prefent 
their hands, by way of falutation, to the other’s men, that are next or around him, 
as well as to himfelf: after all which, at laft, the two kings or generals, armed with 
fhields, make their mutual approaches ; aud if the vifitant be of higher rank than 
himfelf, or he defigns to honour him with an extraordinary reception, he embraces 
and bids him welcome three times fucceflively: but if his vifitant be below him, he 
welcomes him by barely thrice prefenting his hand to him, and filliping his middle 
finger, which is done in three fucceffive advances ; which being ended, the gueft and 
his attendance fit down oppofite to the other, expeting him to come and welcome him 
and his followers, which is alfo foon after done, with three circular advances ; after 
which he returns to his place and fits down, fending perfons to falute and welcome the 
reft of his vifitant’s troop, to afk after their health and the intent of their coming, 
which the chief generally anfwers by meffengers of his own. Thefe mutual ceremonies 
frequently laft an hour or two, or till the entertainer rifes and obliges his gueft to go 
into his houfe, where he is prefented by the king and the great men of the town with 
fheep, fowl, jammes, or whatever is agreeable; and thus ended this tedious falutation, 
which I have fpent too much time in defcribing ; but I hope you will not be tired with 
it, for in order to abridge it 1 have omitted feveral circumftances. 

In the beginning of this letter, [ told you the Negroes were very idle, and not eafily 
prevailed on to work, as well as that they had very few manual arts; all which, indeed, 
are employed chiefly in the making of wooden or earthen cups, troughs, matting of 
chairs, making of copper ointment-boxes, and arm-rings of gold, filver,. or ivory, 
with fome other trafh. Their chief handicraft, with which they are beft acquainted, 
being the fmithery ; for with their forry tools they can make all forts of war-arms that 
they want, guns only excepted, as well as whatever is required in their agriculture and 
houfe-keeping. They have no notion of fteel, and yet they make their fables and 
all cutting inftruments. Their principal tools are a kind of hard ftone, inftead of an 
anvil, a pair of tongues, and a {mall pair of bellows, with three or more pipes, which 
blow very ftrong, and are an invention of their own. Thefe are moft of their arts, 
befides that of making of Fetiches, which I have before informed you of; but their 
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moft artful works are the fine gold and filver hat-bands, which they make for. us, the 
thread and contexture of which is fo fine, that I queftion whether our European artifts 
would not be ‘put'to it to imitate them : and indeed if they could, and were-no better 
paid than the Negroes, they would be obliged to live on dry bread. ” : 

You mutt not take it ill that this letter is filled up with a medley of alf forts af fub- 
jeéts ; that, according to our proverb, “ I jump from the ox to the afs ;””’ for I ufually 
write what firft occurs to my memory. Having once mentioned their navigation, 
which is not very confiderable, I fhall acquaint you they ufe a fort of boats called 
Canoas, the largeft of which are about thirty foot long, and fix broad: from this fize 
they go down to the fmalleft fort, which are about thirteen or fourteen foot long 
and three or four broad; the biggeft of thefe being capable of carrying a reafonable 
merchant-man’s boat lading; we generally ufe them in the tranfportation of our 
goods from place to place: they are rowed in proportion to their fize, by two, three, 
five, feven, nine, eleven, or fifteen rowers; which, when they exceed two, muft 
always be an’odd number, becaufe they are obliged to fit in couples, and an’.odd one 
is requifite to fteer. Inftead of oars they ufe a fort of paddle, made like a fpade, 
having a handle about the fame length ; with which paddling the water, with an urtder- 
hand ftroke, they keep the Canoa in a very fwift courfe. With the leaft fort of Canoas, 
with two or three men in each, they generally go a fithing, which leads me to their 
fifhing-tackling, confifting of great and fmall hooks, alfo harping-irons, which they 
ufe when they have hooked a great fifth: they are befides furnifhed with cafting as 
well as other large nets, which laft they plant in the fea over-night, and draw them in 
the morning, when they are frequently full of all forts of fith; but if a fword-fith, 
or any other fuch rough gueft happens to get in the net, it is fure to be torn in pieces 
with the fword’s fnout; but this damage is eafily prevented, if the Negroes ane 
timely informed of it; for they go two or three Canoas in company, well furnifhed 
with harping-irons ; and confidering they greedily eat this fort of fith, if they can but 
take him, he makes amends for two or three broken nets. : 

I fhalt here fay nothing of their agriculture, not only becaufe I have already touched 
upon it, but by reafon I hope for a better opportunity of treating that fubject. 

Though the Gold Coaft is not extended above fixty miles in length, yet we-find 
there feven or eight feveral languages, fo different that three or four of them are 
interchangeably unintelligible to any but the refpective natives. The Negroes-of Jun- 
more, ten miles above Axim, cannot underftand thofe of Egira, Abocroe,. Ancober, 
and Axim: there is indeed a vaft difference in their languages. That-of Axim is a 
very difagreeable brutal found; that of Ante very different from it, though not much 
more beautiful ; but more fhocking is that of Acra, not having the leaft fimilitude with 
any of the reft. The other Coaft Negroes, thofe of Aquamboe only excepted, generally, 
underftand one another ; but the in-land Negroes is by much the-pleafanteft and moft ° 
agreeable ; I mean thofe of Dinkira, Akim, Acanny, and Adom; this difference is 
eafily difcernible to a perfon but the leaft acquainted with their languages, and’ appears 
as that betwixt Brabanders and foreigners: and if the Negroes, whom we daily con- 
verfe with, who live about our forts, exprefled themfelves as agreeably as the others, 
it would be.no difficult matter to learn their language in two or three years, which we 
find at. prefent we can {carce do in ten, at leaft not in any fort of perfection. Some 
.of us, amongft which I dare reckon myfelf, have made fuch a progrefs, that we 
underftand the greateft part of it, though we can hardly hit the pronunciation. ‘he 
found of fome words is fo ftrange, that though we have often endeavoured -to ex- 
prefs them with our European letters, yet we have never been able to-do it ; and-the 
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Negroes can neither write nor read, and confequently have no-ufe of letters, which 
renders it impoffible for us to trace their faults. Dr. Dapper, whé never was here, 
hath adventured to exprefs'their words; which, though I may pretend to fome know- 
ledge of their languages, dare not attempt, being affured I fhall not fucceed much 
better than he. : 

Could the Negroes, as I have faid, either read or write, we fhould be able to learn 
their tongues {peedily, by obferving the letters which expreffed each thing ; but having 
no other afliftance than the bare found, I think it is folly to attempt farther. Where- 
fore, fir, I hope you will expect no more on this head. : 

Lremember to have met with fome hints in a certain author tending to a defcription 
of fevéral noble families; but in all the time of my refidence here, I have not been 
able to difcover what fort of people thefe were who put any value upon the nobility of 
families: I fhall not take up much of your time in enquiries what difference there is 
betwixt one Negro and another, or why one is more efteemed than another; for aif I 

* fhould dwell ever fo long on this fubje&t, the refult is, only the richeft man is the moft 
honoured, without the leaft regard go nobility. 

' Fhave obferved five degrees of men amongft the Negroes; the firft of which are 
their kings or captains, for the word is here fynonymous. . 

The fecond, their Caboceros, or chief men ;. which reducing to our manner of ex- 
preffion, we fhould be apt co call them Civil fathers; whofe province is only to take 
cate of the welfare of the city or village, and to appeafe any tumult. . 

' The third fort are thofe who have acquired a great reputation by their riches,. either 
devolved on them by inheritance or gotten by trade. And thefe are the perfons which 
fome authors have reprefented as noblemen ; but whether they are in the right or not, 
fhall hereafter plainly appear. 2 
ae fourth are the common people employed in the tillage of wines, agriculture and 

ing. 

’ The fifth and laft are the flaves, cither fold by their relations, taken in war, orcome 
fo by poverty. a 

Thefe five being the only degrees which are to be -found amongft the Negroes ; let 
us enquire by what means they ‘arrive at any of the three firft. 

Firft, the dignity of king or captain in moft of thefe countries, defcends hereditarily 
from father to fon, and in defect of iffue to the next male-heir ; though fometimes fo 
much regard is,had to his riches in flaves and money, that-he-who is plentifully ftored 
with thefe, is often preferred to the right heir. 

The inauguration of a king is not clogged with many pompous ceremonies ; for 
coronations and coronation-oaths being here equally unknown, the new king is fhewn 
to the people, and fometimes carried through his territories ; and the whole affair ter- 
minates in one merry day: but in cafe of competitorfhip, when two pretend to that 
dignity at the fame time ; for confirmation of the loyalty of their followers, each pre- 
tender obliges his refpective party to an oath of allegiance; without this happens all 
things run very {fmoothly,; fome offerings only made, as ufwal here on all foleran 
occafions. The principal men or Caboceros are commonly. limited to a fet number; 
but fome of them dying, and the vacancies not filling, when upon affembling together 
they find their number too fmall, they chofe out of the commonalty perfons.well ad- 
vanced in years to compleat their number (for young-men are feldom, admitted into 
this honourable aflembly), who are obliged to exprefs their gratitude to their ele&ting 
brethren by a prefent of a cow and fome'drink ; after which they are lawfully admitted 
and confirmed. The cuftom of Axim obliges the candidate for. this dignity te be a“ 
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Native of that country living at Axim, at leaft keeping a houfe-there,-inhabited by one 
of his wives, or fome of his family, and fometimes tefiding there himfelf ;.which ‘fs 
fomewhat like our being obliged to keep fire and light to preferve our right of citizens 
in Holland. If there be one alone, or feveral, he or they are all brought to our fort 
and prefented to our factor, with a requeftthat they may be admitted into their fociety’s 
who, if he hath nothing to object againft him, adminifters an oath to him on the Bible, 
obliging him to be and remain true to the Netherlanders, and to aid and affift them 
to the utmoft of his power againft all their enemy’s whatfoever, whether Europeans 
or Negroes, and deport himfelf on all occafions as a loyal fubje&t : after which he takes 
an oath, not unlike the former, refpecting his own nation ; both which oaths are con- 
firmed by an imprecation, ‘ That God would ftrike him dead if he fwore contrary to 
his intentions, or doth not keep his oath ;” in farther confirmation of which the Bible 
is held to his breaft and laid on his head, which are the ceremonies ufed to render the 
oath obligatory : this done, the fatto having regiftered his name, acknowledges him a 
member of their affembly, and admits him to all the rights, privileges, and advantages 
appendant thereto; and having made the due prefefits to his brethren, he is a Cabooeer 
during his life. In other places on the coaft the election of a Caboceer is fomewhat 
different ; but it being fo well regulated at Axim, I fhall content myfelf with defcribing 
that only. 

. The third fort of Negroes are thofe enriched either by inheritance or trade; who, to 
acquire a reputation and great name amongft their fellow-citizens, buy about feven 
{mall elephants’ teeth, which they make into blowin -horns; upon which they caufe 
their family to be taught all fort of tunes ufual, according to the extravagant courfe 
of the country : which, when they have learned, they inform all their relations and 
acquaintance that they intend to thew their blowing-horns publicly, that they may 
come and make merry with them for feveral days together ; whilft they, their wives, 
and flaves appear with as much pomp and fplendour as is pofiible, borrowing gold and 
coral of their friends to make the greater fhow, and diftributing prefents amongft them : 
fo that this extravagant ceremony becomes very expenfive. This initiatory feftival 
being over they are free to blow upon their horns at pleafure, which none are per- 
mitted who have not thus aggrandized themfelves; but if they are inclined to divert 
themfelves are obliged to bortow them. How contradictory is the courfe of things in 
ihis world! in fome places men are obliged to beg hard and make intereft for. horns, 
whilft they come home to the houfes of others as unexpected as undefired. 

A Negro thus far advanced in honour, ufually makes himfelf mafter of firft one and 
then another thield: of which he makes a fhew as public and pompous as that of the 
horns; and is obliged to lie the firft night. with all his family in battle array in the 
open air, intimating that he will not be afraid of any danger or hardthip in defence of 
his people. After which he paffes the next and the remaining days of the feaft, which 
are generally about eight, in fhooting and martial exercifes, as welkas dancing and all 
forts of mirth; himfelf, his wives, and family being as richly dreft as they poflibly 
can; and all that he hath in the world expofed to public view, and removed from 
place to place. But this feftival is not fo expenfive as the former ; for inftead of 
making prefents, as ufual in that, he here on the contrary receives very valuable pre- 
fents ; and when he defigns to divert himfelf, or go to the war, he is permitted to 
carry two thields : a favour not allowed to any who hath not thus qualified himfelf. 

‘Thefe are the nobility which authors boaft of on this coaft; but that in reality they 
are not fo is plain, becaufe no perfon can ennoble himfelf, but muft be fo by birth, or 
by creation of another: in which they are both deficient; for by birth they are only 
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aves, ‘and confequently widély diftant-front obles,. and: they-owe their advance only 
to themfelves and their money ;their port of honour here being. always open to him 
who is rich enough to bear the expence. Befides, in other places nobility. engages 
thofe honoured with it firmly: in the public fervice of their King or country; which 
thefe are not the leaft-concerned for, applying themfelves to nothing but trade: but if 
any are foud of having them gentlemen and noblemen, I fhall let them remain fo. 
‘And it will not a little redound to my honour, that I have for feveral years fucceflively 
been waited on by one of thefe noblemen in the capacity of a footman, without having 
the leaft refpeét to his nobility. 7 

The fourth and fifth fort need no other account to be given of them, than that they 
aré.common people and flaves. 

Thefe blowing-horns naturally lead me to a defcription of the mufical inftruments 
with which they divert themfelves. But I fhall firft inform you that the Negroes, in 
building their villages, have not the. leaft regard to the pleafantnefs of the fituation. 
‘With us, ‘indeed, it is. ufual, and. is doubtlefs very reafonable to put a high value 
upon a fine profpect and pleafant #alks; but thefe lumpith wretches frequently choofe 
a dry and difagreeable place to build on; negleéting at the fame time well-planted hills, 
charming valleys, and beautiful rivers; which they have in great abundance, and 
ferve them for no wfe nor afford them any diverfion. They are full as indifferent and 
negligent in the making of their roads, they being generally as rou h and perverfe as 
the people themfelves: a road which need not to be above two miles in length, fre- 
quently becomes thtee by its crookednefs and unevennefs; and though they have been 
often made fenfible of this inconvenience by us, and a very little trouble would mend 
them, yet they will not alter them; the way once made muft ftill remain, though it 
Jeads them twice as far out of the way. 

‘Their mufical inftruments are various, and very numerous; but all of them yield a 
horrid and barbarous fhocking found, .the chief: of them are the mentioned horns, 
made, as I have already told you, of {mall elephants’ teeth; though not fo very fmall 
but fame of them weigh betwixt twenty and thirty pounds, and others more: to 
adorn thefe they. cut in them feveral images of men and bealts; and that fo finely that 
it feems to be done literally in obedience to the fecond commandment : for, indeed, it 
is difficult to difcern whether they are moft like men or beafts; at the lower end of 
thefe horns is a piece of rope! coloured black with hen’s or fheep’s blood, and at the 
fmall end is a {quare hole; at which by blowing they produce a fort of extravagant 
noife; which they reduce to a fort of tone and meafure, and vary as they pleafe : 
fometimes they blow upon thef horns fo well, that though it is not agreeable, yet it is 
not fo horrid as to require a whole bale of cotton annually to ftop one’s ears, as Focquen- 
brog has it. : 

Their fecond fort of inftruments are their drums, of which there are about ten 
feveral forts, but moft of them. are excavated trees, covered at one end with a fheep- 
fkin, and. left open at the other, which they fet on the ground like a kettle-drum, and 
when they remove it they hang it by a ftring about their necks: they beat on thefe 
drums with two long fticks, made hammer-fafhion, and fometimes with a ftraight ftick 
or their bate hands, all which ways they produce a difmal and horrid noife ;. the drums 
being generally in confort with the blowing of the horns, which afford the moft charm. 
ing affes’ mufic that:can be imagined : ‘to help out this they always feta little boy to 
ferike upon a hollow -piece-of iron, with a piece of wood, which alone makes a 
noife mote deteftable than the.drums and horns together. : 
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Of tate they hive invented a fort of finall drums, .covered-on othr fides with x ikid, 

and ‘extended to the fhape of an hour-glafs :. the noife they afford is veey:likeithat our 
boys make with their pots they play with. on holidays, with this -diffetence: only, 
that thefe have iron rings,: which makes fome:akeration.in the found. ~It-wowd be 
Tidiculous to tire you with all the. intruments ‘of the Negroes ;. 1 fhall therefore.take 
leave of this fubje&, by defcribing the beft they have, which is a hollow piece of 
wood, of two hands-breadth long, and one broad; from the hinder-part of this a ftick 
comes crofs to the fore-part, and upon the inftrument are five or fix extended ftrings 5 
fo that it bears fome fort of fimilitude to a fmall harp, or, if you will, is not very 
unlike the modern Greek mufical inftruments, and affords by much the moft agreeable 
found of any they have here. Having faid enough on this fubjeé, let us turn ourfelves 
to another. ea oer : 
‘ What is moft commendable among the Negroes, is, that we find no poor amongit 
them who beg; for though they are never fo wretchedly poor, they never beg; the 
reafon of which is, that when a Negroe finds he cannot fubfift, he binds himfelf far a 
certain fum of money, or his friends do it for him; and the mafter to whom he hath 
obliged himfelf, keeps him in all neceffaries, fetting him a fort of tafk, which is not in 
the leait flavith, being chiefly to defend his mafter on occafion, and in fowing time to 
work as much as he himfelf pleafes. So that, as I have befere told you, here are no 
beggars obliged to be fo by poverty ; but fhamelefs beggars, without the leaft neceflity, 
are fo plentiful, that they all undiftinguifhably deferve that name: a king himfelf is 
not afhamed to beg, and that for fuch mean things as he might buy for one penny 
or two-pence ; they are fo fcandaloufly importunate, that it is impoflible to get from 
them without’ giving them fomething. i Pains 

‘Though I have been tedious in this, I hope you will pardon it; for I muft own. my 
itch of feribbling is not yet over, and I cannot help giving you an account of a won- 
derful and extraordinary fort of people, I mean the Tapceyers or Mulattoes, a race 
begotten by Europeans upon the Negro or Mulatto women. This baftard {train is 
made up of a parcel of profligate villains, neither true to the Negroes nor us, nor in- 
deed dare they truft one another; fo that you very rarely fee them agree together. 
‘They affume the name of Chriftians, but are as great idolaters as the Negroes them- 
Telves. . Moft of the women are public whores to the Europeans, and ptivate ones to 
the Negroes ; fo that I can hardly give them a charaéter fo bad as they deferve, 1 can 
only tell you, whatever is in its own nature worft in the European and Negroes, i8 
united in them; fo that they are the fink of both. The men, moft of which are 
foldiers in our fervice, are cloathed as we are, but the women prink up themfelves in a 
particular manner : ‘thofe of any fafhion wear a fine fhift, and over that a fhort jacket 
of filk or ftuff, without fleeves, which reaches from under the arms to their hips, 
faftened only at the fhoulders: upon their heads they wear feveral caps, one upon the 
other ; the uppermoft -of which is of filk, plated before and round at the top, to 
make it fit faft ; upon all which they have a fort of fillet, which comes twice or thrice 
around the head. -Thus dreffed, they make ne fmall thew: on the lower part of their 
body they are eloathed as the Negro-women are; and thofe who are poor are only 
diftinguifhable by their drefs, they going naked in the upper part of their body. : 

The whole brood, when young, are far from handfome, and when old, are only fit 
to fright children in their beds. If a painter were obliged to paint envy, I could with 
him no better original to draw after than an old Mulatto-woman. [a procefs of time 
their bodies become fpeckled with white, brown, and yellow {pots, like the tigers, 
which they alfo refemble in their barbarous nature: but I fhall here leave them. for 
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fear'it tay be thought that T'am’ préjiddiced by hatred! againtt theif’ but fo far froiit 
that, that there is not a fingle pérfon’ wlio hath any thing todo Wid? ‘them, ‘but he 
mirft own they are not worth'fpeaking to. Well, as difagreeable as it #8 1b be obliged 
to fuch company, I have this fatisfa@tion, that it cannot be fo irkfome to mé- “here, 28 
it will be agreeable fo ‘itie''to’ tell you in a few months, viva voce, how’ much I affi 
yours, &c. . ee eats 


LETTER X. =~ Defcribing the feveral Religions of the Negraes ;'their Opinions of & 
Deity, and different Sentiments concerning the Creation of Man. — Manner of folemn 
fuwearing on feveral Occafions ; the Manner of afhing Queftions of their Ideal, bow it is, 
managed, and the Frauds of their Pricfts on that Account ; how, and an what Orcas 
fions, public and folemn Exercifes of Religion are here enjoined ; every private Perfom 
hath his particajar folfe Ged, and Holidays which he appoints in honour of that ; the 
Offerings to it.-—-Which would be the moft effectual Way to convert the Negroes ta 
Cbriftianity. — Of their forbidden Meats. — Their Opinions concerning their falfe Gods : 
the Reward of Good and Evil. —- Of Murder and Adultery, &'c. wherefare amongst 
them. —- Various Opinions of a future Life. — Miraculous Priefts living in the in-land 
Country. — What the Negroes think of Devils, Conjurors. and Apparitions ; how they 
eject Devils. — Only two Feftivals among them. — The Difference betwixt fortunate and 
unfortunate Days. — They are very fuperftitious ; an Inftance thereof. Rie ne 
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MY laft was ot} long, and if I treat the fubje& largely, this will not be mucl+ 
fhorter. “For the religion of the Negroes, of ‘which I defign to fpeak, will afford mats 
ter enough for a book alone, by reafon of the numerous and. different forts of it ; fou 
there is no village or town, nay, E had almoft faid no-private family which doth not 
differ from another on this head; but not thinking it worth while to recount all the 
various opinions, I fhall therefore pafs them over, and only {peak of their public teli- 
gion and worfhip, in which they almoft all agree. ae ‘ 
Almoft all the Coaft Negroes believe in one -true God, to whom they attribute the 
creation of the world and all things in it, though in a crude indigefted manner, .they 
not being able to form a juft idea of a Deity. They are not obliged to themfelves nor 
the tradition of their anceftors for their opinion, rude as it is, but to their daily con- 
verfation with the Europeans, who from time to time have endeavoured to implant this 
notion inthem. There are two reafons which confirm me in this fentiment ; firft, that 
they never make any offerings to God, nor call upon him in time of need; but in all 
their difficulties they apply themfelves to their Fetiche (of which more hereafter), and 
pray to him for fuccefs in their undertakings: the fecond is, the different opinions of 
fome of them concerning the creation ; for a great part of the Negroes believe that man 
was made by Ananfie, that is, a great fpider: the reft attribute the creation of man to 
God, which they affert to have happened in the following manner: they tell us that 
in the beginning God created black as well as white men; thereby not only hinting, 
but endeavouring to prove, that their race was as foon in the world as ours; and to 
beftow a yet greater honour on themfelves, they tell us that God having created thefe 
two forts of men, offered two forts of gifts, viz. gold, and the knowledge or arts of 
reading and writing, giving the Blacks the firft ele€tion, who chofe gold, and left the 
knowledge 
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knowledge of letters to the White*. . God granted their. requelt; but‘being incenfed. at 
their avarice, refolved that the Whites fhould for ever be their mafters, and they obliged! 
to wait on them as their-flaves. Others again affirm, that man at his fir{t creation was 
not fhaped as at prefent ; but that thofe parts which ferve for the diftinétion of fexes in 
men and wamen, were placed more in view, for the convenience of propagation : What 
think you, fir, is not this a ridiculous notion? Would it not be very obliging to the Turks 
to fometimes gratify their beftial appetites with women in an unnatural manner, not to: 
mention their Sodomy with men. . 

I have found very few Negroes of this fentiment; but having afked thofe who are’ 
its affertors, when the fhape of men was altered to its prefent ftate ;' they replied, that’ 
God had done it out of refpect to modefty, when the world became fo well peopled that 
the prefent fhape was fufficient to preferve the race-of mankind. Others on the Gold 
Coaft would perfuade us that the firft men came out of holes and pits, like that at pre- 
fent in a great rock on the fea, near our fort of Acra. But it is time to ftop my hand, 
for if I frould particularize all their notions concerning the creation, the moon and 
ftars, inftead of being fhort 1 fhould grow infupportably tedious. I fhall only tell ‘yéu,, 
that Father Kirchen would not find it very difficult to perfuade them that the planets 
are peopled, or at leaft the moon ; for they have already difeovered: a fellow beating. 
a drum in her. ; Saye. 

I promifed juft now to explain the word Feticle,‘ which’ is ufed: in‘ various fenfes. 
Fetiche or Boffum in the Negro language, derives itfelf from-their ‘falfe God, which’ 
they call Boffum. Are they inclined’ to make offerings to ‘theif idols,- or defire to be’ 
informed of fomething by theny, they cry out, Let us make Fetiche ;_ by which: they: 
exprefs as much as “ let us petform our’ religious worthip, and fee or hear what our 
God faith.” - In like manner, if they are injured: by another, tliey make: Feticlie to’ 
deftroy him in the following manner : they caufefome victuals-and‘drink to be exoreifed’ 
by their Feticheer or prieft, and fcatter it in fome place which their enemy is accuftomed” 
to pafs; firmly believing, that he who comes to touch this conjured: {tuff thall certainly 
die foon after. ‘Thofe who: are-afraid: ef. this, coming to fuch places, caufe themfelves 
to be carried: over them, for it is the wonderful nature of this exorcifed trafh, that them 
it does not in the leaft affect the perfon, nor can it at all affe&t thofe who carry him, or 
any body elfe befides hirm. So that though the art of poifoning is:a favourite peculiar’ 
to the Italians, yet they have-always found: themfelves obliged to endanger the innocent. 
to come at the guilty, and never yet could hit on fo diftinguifhing and difcreet a poifon- 
as this of our Negroes; though I muft confefs. I like that of the Italians fo little, that 
I had rather walk over all that the Negroes can lay forme, than have any thing to do 
with theirs. 

If they are robbed, they make-ufe of much the fame means for tlie difcovery and con- 
dign punifhment of the thiefir they are fo obftinately bigotted to this opinion, that if 
you fhould produce a-hundred initances of its impotence,. it would be impoffible to alter 
their fentiments,. they having always antciaat Sipe on: which to charge its contrary 
fuccefs. If any perfon be caught throwing this poifon, he is very feverely punifhed, 
nay, fometimes with death, though it be on the laft account of thieving,. which is here 
freely allowed. Obligatory fwearing they alfo call making of Fetiches;: is any obliga- 
tion. to be confirmed, their phrafe is, “ let us as a farther confirmation make Fetiches.”” 


* The Negroes believe that there is na gold in any other countries befides their own ;: and that no 
Blacks have any knowledge of the art of letters ; nor have they any notion of the extent of the world but 
what they recolleét from our informations. 
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Whea they drink the oath-draught, -it is ufually accompanied: by:an impregation, that 
the Fetiche may kill them if they do not perform the contents of gheir gbligation. Every 
perfon entering into any obligation is obliged to drink. this {wearing liquor. .. When any 
nation is hired to the afliftance-of another, all the chief ones are obliged to drink this 
liquor, with an imprecatign,. that their Fetiche may punifh them with death, if they do 
not aflift them with utmoft vigour to extirpate their enemy. But oaths on this occafion 
are fo frequently taken and broken, that they themfelves have no great opinion of 
them ; befides, they have found out a way to abfolve themfelves from their oaths, take 
the money of thofe who have hired them to the affiftance, and a& directly contrary to 
theix obligation; for having entered into this folemn engagement or oath, in the pre- 
fence of their prieft, they doubt not in the leaft but that it is in his power to free them 
of the obligation. This, you will be apt to fay, looks a little like the papacy ; but I will 
affure you it is in reality, as I have reprefented it. But of late years fome Negroes 
are fo refined, that before they take their contraCtory oaths, they oblige the prieft to 
{wear firft, and drink the oath-draught, with an imprecation, that the Fetiche fhould 
punith him with death, if he ever abfolved any perfon from their oath without the 
unanimous confent of all interefted in that contraét. Oaths taken in this manner are 
generally kept unviolated and punctually performed. If you afk what opinion the Ne- 
groes have of thofe who falfify their obligations confirmed by the oath-drink, they 
believe the perjured perfon fhall be fwelled by that liquor tll he burfts; or if that 
doth not happen, that he fhall fhortly die of a languifhing ficknefs: the firft punifhment 
they imagine more peculiar to women, who take this draught to acquit themfelves of 
any accufation of adultery ; and if I may be allowed to make a comparifon, this drink 
feems very like the bitter water adminiftered to the women in the Old Teftament by way 
of purgation from the charge of adultery. Thus, in the defcription of the religion of 
the Negroes, I find myfelf infenfibly fallen upon their oaths; but fince even that is a 
past of religious worthip, I have fome excufe for purfuing that fubjeét yet a little 
farther. If any perfon is fufpected of thievery and the indictment is not clearly made 
out, he is obliged to clear himfelf by drinking the oath-draught, and to ufe the impre- 
cation, that the Fetiche may kill him if he be guilty of thievery. The feveral ways of 
taking oaths are fo numerous, that I fhould tire you as well as myfelf with a repetition 
of them: wherefore I fhall content myfelf with adding only one efteemed the moit 
folemn and obligatory, which is only ufed on important occafions, and is in the follow- 
ing manner : ; 

Each prieft or Feticheer hath his peculiar idol, prepared and adjufted in a particular 
and different manner, but moft of them like the following defcription : — They have a 
great wooden pipe filled with earth, oil, blood, the bones of dead men and beatts, 
feathers, hair, and, to be fhort, all forts of excrementitious and filthy trafh, which they 
do not endeavour to mould into any fhape, but lay it in a confufed heap in the pipe. 
The Negro who is to take an oath before this idol, is placed dire€tly oppofite to it, 
and afks the prieft the name of his idol (each having a particular one), of which being 
informed, he calls the Fetiche by its name, and recites at large the contents of what he 
defigns to bind by an oath, and makes it his petitionary requeft that the idol may punifh 
him with death if he {wears falfely ; then he goes round the pipe, and ftands {tll and 
fwears a fecond time in the fame place and manner as before, and {fo a third time ljke- 
wife: after which the prieft takes fome of the mentioned ingredients out of the pipe, 
with which he touches the fwearer’s head, arms, belly and legs, and holding it above 
his head, turns it three times round ; then he cuts off a bit of the nail of one finger in 
each hand, of one toe of each foot, and fome of the hair of his-head, which he throws 

5 into 
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into the pipe where the idol is lodged: all which done, the éath is firmly obligatory. 
But to turn to another fubje&. : i Pag Ne 

When the Negroes defign to begin a war, to drive a bargain, to travel, ‘or attempt 
any think of importance, their-firft bufinefs is to confult their falfe god by their prieft, 
concerning the event of their undertaking, who very feldom prophefies ill, but gene- 
rally encourages them to hope for profperous fuccels ; which they take-on his wotd, 
not doubting the iffue in the leaft, and obfequioufly perform all the prieft’s commands, 
which generally oblige them to offer up fheep, hogs, fowls, dogs and cats to their 
idol ; or at other times perhaps, cloaths, wine and gold; by which the prieft is fure 
to be the greateft gainer, for he {weeps all to himfelt, only prefenting garbage andthe 
excrements of the flaughtered facrifice to his god to divert himfelf withal : and thus, 
befides the money given him, he makes a {hift to pay himfelf very well out of the 
offerings for his {mall trouble. 

If the prieft is inclined to oblige the querent, the queftions are put to the idol in his 
prefence, and generally in one of the two following methods : — The firlt way is by a 
bundle of about twenty fmall bits of leather, in the middle of which they bind fome 
trath of the fame nature with that they fill the mentioned pipe ; fome of thefe ingredients 
promife good fuccefs, and others threaten the contrary. This bundle the piel thuffles 
together feveral times, and if thofe which prefage a good iffue happen to ‘ne fre. 


quently together, he affures the querent that his undertaking fhall end well 3 
here to be obferved that the dexterous prieft can, by flight, make which rs 
the leathers come together ; and that if he ever gives them an unlucky of 
anfwer, it is only to extort more icing from them, on pretence ¢ _ ag the 
incenfed god, but in reality to redouble his own perquifites, me 


The fecond way of confulting their idols, is by a fort of wild-n which they 
pretend to take up by guefs and let fall again: after which they tell: "and form 
tiieir predictions from the numbers falling even or odd. In fhort, the Priefts, who 
are generally fly and crafty, encouraged by the ftupid credulity of the - People, have 
all the opportunity in the world to impofe the groffeft abfurdities and fleec © their purfes’; 
as they indeed do effectually. For if the event confutes their prefag & they never 
want an excufe; the facred rites were not carefully performed, this or t. Mat part of it 
was flubbered over or omitted, the God is therefore enraged, and it is for that reafon 
the affair hath fucceeded fo crofsly. This is glibly fwallowed, The prieft i. ? Never ac- 
cufed of falfehood ; if the whole land be ruined, his reputation remains f *cure and 
untouched : but if by chance his auguries come to pafs, there is not in the world a 
wifer or holier man, and he is fure not to want his-reward. 

Public general religious exercifes of a whole nation or town are cuftomai'Y on 
account of unfeafonablenefs or unfruitful weather in floods, or a great drought : - when 
the chief of the town or nation affemble and advife with the prieft what courfe is oft 
proper to remove the prefent public calamity; and what they order is immediate.'y 
ridiculoufly commanded or forbidden through the land by a public crier; and who-: 
ever dares prefume to act contrary to this order, is fure to incur a large pecuniary 
‘penalty. When their fifhery is at low ebb, they make offerings to the fea: but this 
generally happens about Auguit or September, when experience tells them that a vait 
quantity of fith is commonly taken, and yet this is always believed an effet of the 
offering. 

Almoft every village-hath a fmall appropriated grove, where the governors and chief 
people: frequently repair to make their offerings; either for the public good, or for 
themfelves, Thefe groves are efteemed facred, no perfon prefuming to defile them, 
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pluck, cut, or break off any branches. of, trees y wha, :befides the accuftémed punith- 
thent, is not willing to lay himfelf- under an unjverfal maledigtion; | ~: ; 

\Each particular perfon hath his peculiar falfe god, which he or fhe worfhips after 
their manner, on that day of the week on which he was born. This they call their 
Boflum, or in their Portuguefe Sanéte-Day, on which they drink no palm-wine before’ 
fun-fet: they are habited all in white, and as a fign of purity fmeared with white 
earth. Mot of the Negroes, efpecially the principal, -have befides this another weekly 
day fanGtified to their Fetiches. On thefe days they killa cock, and fometimes, if 
they are rich, a fheep, which they offer up to their God in words alone; for they 
immediately fall upon it and tear it to pieces with their fingers; taking it for granted, 
that itis fufficient to fay it was killed for him: and as he hath rione of It, fo the owner, 
when a fheep is killed, on this account, hath the leat fhare of it; for his friends and 
acquaintance fall like a dog upon a fick cow, each as greedly as narrowly watchin 
his opportunity of feizing a piece, which goes immediately to the fire, foul or clean it 
is no great matter, they are not. yery nice: the guts they cut into fmall pieces, and 
{queezing out the excrement with their fingers, they boil it together with the lungs, 
liver, and hearts, with a little falt and Malaget, or Guinea-pepper, without wathing 
it from the blood. This they call Eyntjeba, and it is efteemed the greatelt delicacy 
that cap he dreffed up. < : 

> poffible to convert the Negroes to the Chriftian religion, the Roman 
ud fucceed better than we fhould, becaufe they already agree in feveral 


pa _ ecially in their ridiculous ceremonies; for do the Romanifts abftain one 
or tw ekly from flefh ; thefe have alfo their days when they forbear wine; 
whith, « ing they are very great lovers of it, is fomewhat fevere. ‘The 
Romanifts . heir allotted times for eating peculiar forts of food, or perhaps wholly 


abftaining fr _it, in which the Negroes out-do them; for each perfon here is for- 
bidden the ea .ng of one fort of fleth or other; one eats no mutton, another no goat’s- 
flefh, beef, {fwines-fleth, wild-fowl, cocks with white feathers, &c. ‘This reftraint is 
not laid upon them for a limited time, but for their whole lives: and if the Romanifts 
brag of the antiquities of theirecclefiaftical commands ; fo if you afk the Negroes why 
they do this,: they will readily tell you, becaufe their anceftors did fo from the begin- 
ning of the world, and it hath been handed down from one age to another by tradition, 
The fon never eats what the father is reftrained from, as the daughter herein follows 
the mother’s example; and this rule is fo ftriétly obferved amongft them, that it is im- 
poflible to perfuade them to the contrary. 

Ihave already informed you of the fignification of the word Fetiche, that it is chiefly 
ufed in a religious fenfe, or at leaft is derived from thence: before I proceed to inform 
you how they reprefent their gods, I fhall only hint that all things made in honour of 
their falfe gods, never fo mean, are called Fetiche: and hence alfo the artificial gold 
mentioned in my fixth letter derives its name. . 

How their gods are reprefented to them, or what idea they form of them, I never 
yet could learn, becaufe, indeed, they do not know themfelves ; what we are able to 
obferve is, that they have a great number of falfe gods; that each man, or at leaft 
each houfe-keeper, hath one; which they are perfuaded narrowly infpects their courfe 
of life, and rewards good, and punithes wicked men ; but their rewards confift in the 
miultiplicity of wives and flaves, and their punithments in the want of them; though 
the moft terrible punifhment they can imagine is death, of which they are terribly 
afraid: and, indeed, it is this which inflames their zeal in religious affairs, and occa- 
fions their abftinence from forbidden meats and drinks, fearing they fhould die if they 
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Dut once talted it. Murther, adultery, thievery, and all’ other fuch Ike crimes, are 
here accounted no fins, becaufe they- can expiate them with money; which they cannot 
do in any other mifdeeds, which ftill remain charged to their account. Mr, Frederic: 
Cojet, defcribing the opinions of the inhabitants of Formofa, relates the fame concern: 
ing them. . 

eheie notions of a future ftate are different ; moft of them believe that immediately 
after the death of any perfon he goes to another world, where he lives in the fame 
charaéter as here, and makes ufe of ‘all the offerings of his friends and relations made 
here after his death: but they have no idea of future rewards or punithments, for.the 
good or ill actions of their paft life; except fome of them, who take it for gtanted, 
that the deceafed are immediately conveyed to a famous river, fituate in the in-land 
country, called Bofimanque : (fuppofing this to be taken in a fpiritual fenfe, becaufe it 
vifibly appears that the body is left with them). It is here their god inquires what ~ 
fort of life they have lived : have they religioufly obferved the holy-days, dedicated - 10 
their god, abftained from all forbidden meats, and inviolably kept their oaths; t hey 
are gently wafted over the river, to a land abounding in all kinds of happinefs, not 
unlike Mahomet’s Paradife: but if, on the contrary, the departed hath finned agi ainft 
any of the mentioned rules, his god plunges him into the river, where he is drow ned 
and buried in eternal oblivion. 

Others are perfuaded, that, after death, they are tranfported to the land of the B! .acks 
or Whites, and changed into white men x this is fomewhat like the metempfvs*nofis of 
Pythagoras, and ferves to hint how much more honourable they accour -t the white 
men beyond themfelves. 

‘The in-land Negroes inform thofe Blacks who Tive amongft us, that a great Feticheer 
or prieft lives in_a very fine houfe far in-land; of which they rela € nothing but 
miracles: they affirm, that the winds and weather are at his command, and that he 
can change them at pleafure; that though his houfe is without any ror f, yet it is 
always fheltered from rain; that he not only knows all things paft, but « :an as accu. 
rately foretel all future events as if they were prefent before his eyes, ar td cures all 
forts of diftempers: in fhort, he knows fo much, and does fuch wonder ful things, 
that Father Marcus Avianus would be obliged to ftand bare, and was indec ‘d nothin 
compared with him. His countrymen affert, that all thofe near his ab ode mu: 
appear before and be examined by him; upon which, if they are found to h.wve led a 
good life, he fends them away in peace to a happy place: but if on the contrary, he 
kills them a fecond time with a club made on purpofe for that ufe, and placed b.cfore 
his dwelling-place, that it may always be ready at hand. From hence you may eatily 
infer, whether this Negro is not incredibly reverenced and ‘efteemed by his countr'y- 
men; and, indeed, they fook upon him as a fort of demi-god: fo flily hath this 
arch-cheat infinuated this great opinion of himfelf into the minds of his neighbours, 
ea (this being no old ftory, the at prefent living) they every day relate freth miracles 
of him, . 

_ By this -you may fee, that the conjurers and miracle-mongers are no ftrange things 
amongit the Negroes; they firmly believe in them, but in a different manner from our 
European ridiculous opinionifts ; who are perfuaded no conjuror can do any feats with- 
out the help of the devil: for, on the contrary, the Negroes do net doubt but that 
it is. a gift of Gad, and though it is in reality a down-right cheat, yet they, ignorant 
of the fraud, {wallow it as a niffacle, and above human power ; but that the devil 
may not in the leaft participate of the honour, they afcribe it all to God: and, for my 
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part, if there were any men endowed with fuch fupernatural qualities, ‘I fhould cer* 
tainly agree with the Negroes in aferibing it to God, and not to the devil. 

Since we are got on this fubject, I muft not forget to inform you that the Negroes 
believe that there is a devil, and that he frequently does them a great deal of mifchief : 
but what authors write, that they pray and make offerings to him, is utterly falfe. If 
I miftake not, I have read in Oliver Dapper, that the Negroes never eat or drink, 
without throwing fome portion of it to the earth for the devil; but this is a great 
miftake; it is true, indeed, that before they eat or drink, they are accuftomed to throw 
away fome, but this is not for the devil, they won’t oblige him fo far ; it is for their falfe 
god, or fometimes for their deceafed friend. 

The devil is annually banifhed all their towns with abundance of ceremony, at an 
appointed time fet apart for that end. I have twice feen it at Axim, where they make~ 
the greateft ftir about it. This proceffion is preceded by a feaft of eight days, accom- 
panied with all manner of finging, fkipping, dancing, mirth, and jollity: in which 
time a perfect lampooning liberty is allowed, and fcandal fo highly exalted, that they 
may freely fing of all the faults, villanies, and frauds of their fuperiors as well as in- 
feriors, without punifhment, or fo much as the leaft interruption ; and the only way 
to op their mouths is to ply them luftily with drink, which alters their tone imme- 
diately, and turns their fatirical ballads into commendatory fongs on the good qualities 
of him who hath fo nobly treated them. 

On the eighth day, in the morning, they hunt out the devil with a difmal cry, all 
running one after another, throwing of excrements, ftones, wood, or any thing they can 
come at, as thick as hail, at Satan’s pofteriors. When they have driven him far enough 
out of town, they all return; and thus conclude their eight days divine or rather 
diabolical fervice. From hence we may obferve, that they believe there are more 
devils than one, becaufe he is driven out of above one hundred towns at the fame” 
time. And to make fure that he doth not return to their houfes, the women wafh and 
{cour all their wooden and earthen veffels very neat, to free them from all uncleannefs 
and the devil. : 

‘The Negroes of Ante alfo drive out the devil in the fame manner : but thefe poor 

wretches are tormented with a worfe devil, though they call him a god. This is a 
giant, one fide of his body being found, the other rotten, which if any perfon do but 
touch he dies immediately (which I believe without the leaft fcruple), This over- 
grown devil, or god (for the difference is not very great), they endeavour to appeafe 
with eatables ; to which purpofe thoufands of pots or troughs of viétuals are continually 
found ftanding throughout the whole Antefe country ; fo that he muft have a worle 
than canine appetite if he hath not his belly full. 
. ‘They ftedfaltly believe the apparition of fpirits and ghofts, and that they frequently 
difturb and terrify fome people: fo that when any, but more efpecially any’ confider- 
able perfon dies, they perplex one another with horrid fears, proceeding from an 
opinion that he appears for feveral nights fucceflively near his late dwelling. 

They have no other folemn times or feftivals, befides that when their harveft is com- 
pleated, which we call their Fair, and that of banithing the-devil. 

Excepting what the Negroes have learned of the Europeans, they have no notion 
of the divifions of the year into months and weeks; but reckon their time by the 
fhining of the moon ; whence they likewife collect when it is proper to fow: but that 
they have long been acquainted with the divifion of months into weeks and days, feems 
very probable to me, by reafon each day of the week has its proper name in their lan- 
guage. Their fabbath falls on our Tuefday, but in Ante, like that of the Maho- 

metans, 
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metans, on Friday ; and differs from other days no otherwife, than that no perfon is 
then permitted to fifh: but all other works are allowed without the leaft interruption 
as freely .as on other days. Sa Merge ae open 
The in-land Negroes divide time in.a very ftrange manner, into lucky and unlucky : 
in fome countries the great fortunate time lafts nineteen, and the leffer (which is diffe- 
rent from the other) feven days; and betwixt thefe are feven ill or unfortunate days, 
which is.a fort of vacation to them, for then they do not travel, till their land, or un- 
dertake any thing of confequence, but remain altogether idle. The inhabitants of 
Aquamboe are more bigotted in this particular than any of the reft: for befides that 
they will not refolve concerning any affairs on thefe days, they will not willingly aecept 
any prefents made them, but fend them back again, or at leaft caufe them to be kept 
in a certain place apart until the lucky days come. ; : 
Who firft fettled this diftinétion of good and bad days, I cannot determine ; nor do_-~ 
I believe any perfon.can: all that I can conjecture of the reafon of them is, that, perh 
fome leading man amongft them might have been fortunate on the one, and unfortyhite 
on.the other; upon an obfervation of which he might refolve to form it into afole,’to 
which he. would adjuft the remainder of his life, and that others confequently/ ollowing 
his example,*it grew firft into a cuftom, and afterwards intoalaw. |’ ; 
. The inhabitants of one country differ very much from thofe of another in this par- 
ticular: this nation accounting their happy days at one time, and that fixing. them at 
another ; whilft the Coaft Negroes do not trouble themfelves therewith ip theleaf, fut 
believe all times alike. ; , a ee 
On the Gold Coaft the natives are not in the leaft acquainted with image:worthip, ‘but 
at Arbra there are thoufands of idols. _ : : ane 
Believing I have fufficiently enlarged on the religion of the Guineans, I-fhull tate 
leave of that fubjeét; and to fill up a fmall vacancy in this letter, juft hint fomethinp of 
their ftrange fuperftition, nothing uncommon ever happening which is not attributed 
to fome miracle or another: of which I could tire you and myfelf with inftances, that 
happened fince I have been here; but to avoid that, I fhall content myfelf with one 
inftance of a thoufand. cae a ee 
. In November 1698, the King of Commany, formerly our utter enenty,’ was 
killed at Cabocors by the Englith ; a few days after which our chief factor at Finttia 
happened to die, to the great pe of the Negroes, who all unanimoufly agreed;: that 
the before-mentioned King of Commany had called him to ‘the Elifian fields," and 
that fince he had no opportunity when alive to fend any of our chfef’ men thither, he 
had taken this opportunity after his death of obliging one to follow‘Him, out of ‘te- - 
venge, and that we might have the lefs reafon to triumph,'on occafion' of his death. 
Thus far and farther extends their horrid fuperftition ;*but we fhall leave theny and 
it as impoflible to be feparated, and conclude this with my hearty: refpe& to yourfelf 
and lady, &c. ‘ 
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LETTER XI. — Of the Government of the Negroes, which by reafon of the fmall Power 
vefted in the Cabocerves is very loofely and irregularly managed.— The Difference be- 
tween monarchical and republican Government — What fort of Government that of Axim 
is ; how their Courts of Juftice are beld, and how Juftice is diftributed ; what Credit’ 
is to be given to Evidences. — The extenfive Authority of our Factor at Axim. —- Pu- 
nifoments of Murther and Thievery.— Refpett of Perfons thought no Injuftice, and 

' wherefore. — Stealing of Men and Cattle feverely punifhed. — The Office of Judge rea 
dounds very much to the Advantage of our Factor at Axim, as appears by a farther 
Explanation. —- The unjuft Way of recovering Debts, which is two or threefold; Wars 
arife from hence ; the Reafons which fometimes engage them in a War, which is very 
cheap ; The military Force of the Negroes living on the Coat near the Sea is very incon 

federable : their Cowardice in Battle ; their Manner of fighting ; of their plundering ; 
the Authority of their Priefts in War ; their ufual Arms ; Power and Prerogative of 
their Kings ; they live in no great State, nor are in the leaft reverenced ; their Reve- 
nue ; the Poverty of fome of them ; Education of their Children very mean. — The Office 
of a King or chief Perfon. 


Sir, v, 

YOUR obliging letter, dated the 4th of O&ober, was very welcome, and fo fpeedily: 
brought to me by the fhip the Flying Dragon, that from hence only fhe might very; 
well deferve that name; though I could vith on: other occafions fhe were not found. 
fo fwift ; for when our Company’s hips are juft at her heels, inftead of the two win 
the painter has beftowed on her, fhe feems rather to have four by her expedition, fhe 
being no fooner difcovered but fhe gets out of fight; well, however, if we cannot catch: 
her, may God grant her a fafe paffage rather than fhe fall into the enemy’s hands. 

It is with a great deal of fatisfa@tion I am informed that you have received. and are. 
fo well pleafed with my letters, treating of this Coaft, and that you like that part de- 
Scxabing the Commanian wars fo well as to thank me for my trouble, and earneftly defire 
that I will impart what is yet wanting to complete the defign, to excite me to which 
you all along praife my endeavours. This is: what indeed might prevail. upoa a perfom 
‘of a humour different from mine ; but I am too confcious of my own imperfections to 
be ignorant how far the complimental commendations your civility. beftows, belong to 
me,-and am not in the leaft moved by them; but if you. would urge me to.proceed, 
‘you-ought to ufe no other arguments than that it is your defire, and. the obligations I 
have to you are the moit prevalent which can be offered. This I am writing, as a proof 
of my zealous inclinations to ferve you, fince I am not in hafte likely to-obtain another 
opportunity, is. like to take in as much matter as would fill one and a half or two 
letters. 

Our prefent fubje&s are, the government, adminiftration of government, and wars- 
of the Negroes; eaeh of which I fhall but imperfeétly touch upon, becaufe the two: 
former will naturally fallin on fome future occafions, and: the laft you have already 
had a fpecimen of in. the relation of Commany ; and to conclude this letter, I'defign to 
fhow you the Guinea Kings in their brightett luftre and-glory. : 

The government of the Negroes is very licentious and irregular, which only proceeds 

‘from the fmall authority of theix chief men or Caboceroes, and frequent wars. are 
eccafioned by their remifs government and abfurd cuftoms, a6 
8 e 
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‘The difference betwixt the adminiftration of the government of monarchies and’ com- 
monwealths is here very great. Of the former, the power and jurifdiGtion being vefted. 
in a fingle perfon, 1 thall not fay much at prefent ; but hall only fpeak of the repubiics;;. 
among(t which that of Axim and Ante feeming the moft like regulars I fhall reprefent _, 
them as inftances of the reft ; though indeed: the eft of their governments and methods 
of adminiftration of juftice are fo confufed and perplexed, that they are hardly to. be 
’ comprehended, much lefs, then, are they to be expreffed with any manner of connexion 

on paper. f i 

The government of Axim confifts of two parts; the firft whereof is the body of 
Caboceros, or chiefmen; the other the Manceros or young men, All civil or-pub-- 
lic affairs which commonly occur are under their adminiftration; but what concerns 
the whole land, and are properly national: affairs, as making of peace and war, the 
raifing tributary impofitions to be paid to-foreign nations (which feldom happens), thar.- 
falls under the cognifance of both parts: or members of the government :. and:on thrfe 
eccafions the Manceros often manage’ with a fuperior hand, efpecially if the Cabsdceros 
are not very rich in gold and flaves, and confequently able by their affiftance to bring 
over the other to-their fide. 

Their diftribution of juftice is ia the following manner : —If one of. thie Negroes: 
hath any pretenfion upon another, he doth not go empty-handed,* but loaded with: 
prefents of gold and brandy (the latter of which is here of a magnetic virtue); and. 
applies himfelf to the Caboceros; after the delivery of which he ftates his cafeto them, 
defiring they will difpateh his caufe with the firft opportunity, and obligre his adverfary 
to an ample fatisfa@tion. If they are refolved to favour him highly, a full council: is 
called immediately, or at fartheft within two-or three days, according as it is moft con- 
venient ; and after having maturely confulted, judgment is given m_his favour, and: 
that frequently as directly oppofite to juftice as to any other reafon than the received. 
bribe; 

But on the contrary, inftead of favouring, are they incenfed againft the plaintiff, or 
have they received a larger bribe from his adverfary, the jufteft caufe in the world can-- 
not prote& him from judgment againft him ; or if right appear too plainly om his fide, 
to avoid an enfuing {candal, they will delay and keep off a trial, obliging the fnjured 
perfon, after tedious and vain folicitations, to wait in hopes of finding jufter judges: 
hereafter, which perhaps does not happen in the courfe of his life, and fo of corfe- 
quence the fuit devolves upon his heirs asan inheritance ; who, whenever an opportunity” 
offers, though thirty years after, know very well how to make ufe of it; as I myfelf 
have feveral times had’ fuch caufes come before me, that one would be apt to think it 
were: impoffible they fhould remember fo. long, confidering they want the affiftance of: 
reading and. writing. 

It fometimes falls out that the plaintiff, or perhaps the defendant, finding the caufe 
given againft him contrary to reafon, is too impatient to wait to have juftice done him,- 
but makes ufe of the firft favourable one of feizing fuch a quantity of gold or goods as 
is likely to repair his damage, not only from his adverfary or debtor, but the firft which: ° 
falls in his way, if at leaft he does but live in the fame city or village; and what he 
poffeffed himfelf of, he will not re-deliver till he receive plenary fatisfa@tion, and is at ~ 
peace with his adverfary, oris obliged to it by force. -If he be ftreng enough. to defend: 
himfelf and his capture, he is fure to keep it, and thereby engage a third-perfon in the 
fait on account of the feizure of his effetts for fecurity, who hath his remedy on the 
perfon on whofe account he hath fuffered this damage ; fo that hence proceed. frequent ” 
muaders, and fometimes wars are thereby occafioned, but of this more hereafter. 

But 
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. But if. the fentence of the Caboceros be.juft,, or, the caufe come.to.our fort to be 
decided in prefence of our faCtor, the difpute is. amicably concluded by. adjuging it 
againft him who the evidence prove.is inthe wrong, and it is found has not.a fufficient. 
plea to offer in his defence to clear himfelf of it: but if on the other fide he can clear 
himfelf by witneffes, he is difcharged ;, and if neither of the parties have any evidence, 
the acculed clearing himfelf upon oath is difcharged ; which, if he cannot do, he is 
liable to-have judgment paffed againft him to pay what is charged on him, provided 
that the plaintiff has given in his charge upon oath, which he is always obliged to do. 

The oath of purgation is preferred before the oath of accufation ; for if the plaintiif 
prove his complaint by two, or but one witnefs, the defendant is not allowed to fwear. 

- This frequently occafions fome very ill accidents, perjury being no new thing among 
_ the Negroes ; and he that is injured this way, is fure to watch all opportunities of re- 

wenge. But this injuftice very feldom or never occurs any where but at diftant and 

far. in-land places, where our fadtors can take no cognizance of it: but all fuits arifing 

among‘t or near our forts, are determined by the fentence of the factor and the Ca- 

boceros, and fo remain decided for ever, their judgment being ftridtly obligatory, and 

admitting of no appeal but to the eee in cafe the faétor and Caboceros 

have been mifinformed in the caufe, which {carcely ever happens; fo the Negroes pay 

the fine they: are condemned in with the utmoft willingnefs, What thefe fines are, and 
- how proportitoned to crimes, I fhall immediately inform you. 

Thus you fee, when a law-fuit is begun, we can end it without the afliftance of 
attornies or cownfellors, in a much fhorter time, and perhaps with as much juttice, as 
where thofe gentlemen are moft employed ; though I muit own that the caufes here 
are feldom {o difficult and puzzling as to require the advice or affiftance of council ; for 
the caufes, plantiffs, defendants, and judges, are equally fimple, and upon a level; fo 
I leave to your judgment whether. this is to be commended or blamed. 

‘As to the ufual penalties: firft, murder is punifhed two feveral ways ; one is by the 
death of the murderers, and the other by a pecuniary mul&, which again is of two 
forts, with refpect to the free, and thofe who are not fo; that is, the free-born and 
the flaves. 

It is very feldom that any perfon is here executed for murder, if he either hath any 
effeéts himfelf, or hath any rich friends to pay the appointed fine. 

. If anybody kill a free-born Negro of Axim, and the murder is to be remitted by a 
fine, the old’ ufual fum of five hundred crowns is demanded of him, though the whole 

_-demand is feldom paid, the murderers generally getting fome abatement, according as 
the relations of the murdered perfon ftand affeéted, for it is at their choice to be con- 
tented with as little as they pleafe, and them only he is obliged to agree with ; quite 
contrary to what a certain writer affirms, viz. that the fines accrue to the King, which 
is fo falfe, that he has no pretence to the leaft fhare, unlefs he hath been afliftant in 
the getting of them, when, indeed, he is paid for his trouble only. 

The mentioned five hundred crowns is to be under{tood of a common free Negro, 
but on account of a confiderable perfon I have known the fine augmented to ten times 
that fum; which, indeed, fhould not fuffice, there being too many that would willingly 
give five hundred crowns to remove a chief man out of the way; wherefore. the fine, 
in this cafe, is left to the difcretion of the judges. 

The murder of a flave is ufually fined fix-and-thirty crowns, but it is in. this cafe as 
in the fir(t, if the murderer ftand hard he obtains an abatement of the injured perfon, 
who feldom gets above a chain or ftring of gold of above thirty-two crowns. 

: , But 
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But if a murderer cannot pay his fine, he is obliged to give blood for blood, and is 
accordingly executed in a miferable and cruel manner ; for they do in a fort kill him a 
thoufand times, by cutting, hacking, pricking, or running him through the body, and 
fhooting him, or whatever elfe they can invent to torture him, unlefs our faétor fends 
for him out of their hands, and orders his crime to be punifhed by ftriking off his 
guilty head. Next to murder, thievery and adultery is moft feverely punifhed, but at 
prefent we fhall only touch on the former, referving the latter for another place. 

Robbery is commonly punithed by the reftoration of the ftolen goods, and paying a 
fine; in the adjudging of which, particular regard is had to the value of the ftolen 
goods, the place where and by whom the fa& is committed : for example, one is fined 
twenty crowns, befides what he hath ftolen, and another for robbery, every way equal, 
fhall be fined one hundred or more, and that without the leaft injuftice, I mean ac~ 
cording to their ancient municipal cuftoms, of which a fa€tor, who fits in judgment, 
ought not to be ignorant, left, according to his own opinion only, he pronounces an 
improper fentence. Refpect of perfons in the adminiftration of juftice, is not here 
looked upon as the leaft injuftice, though the beft effect of this is, that the rich ate 
commonly more feverely handled than the poor, which they think reafonable on two 
accounts: firft, the rich were not urged to it by neceflity ; and, fecondly, they can 
better fpare the money; for nobody is here fined above his ability, unlefs, by an accu- 
mulation of crimes, he hath given occafton thereto, and then he is fent into flavery. 
This is the true reafon whya difcreet Negro, though he is rich, will always pretend 
poverty, left.he or fome of his relations, falling into the hands of the judges, fhould 
be too hardly ufed on that account. j 

The ftealing of men is punifhed with rigid feverity, and fometimes with death itfelf ; 
and they are equally fevere againft the ftealers of cattle, as hogs, fheep, &c. And 
herein they agree with our opinion, for the dumb beaft cannot defend itfelf, nor calt 
any to its affiftance. ‘They will rather put aman to death for ftealing a fheep, than 
killing a man, more efpecially in thofe places where they are free from any fubjection 
to the Europeans, who ernie punifh it by a pecuniary mulé only ; whether it be 
that they are not fond of blood, or that they love the profit which accrues to them 
thereby, that I leave to you to determine, fince I have before informed you that the 
Negroes under our government had rather it fhould be atoned by a fine, but not.ex- 
torted by avarice inftead of juftice. And, according to this rule, 1 fquared my conduc 
in my judge’s office, of which I fhall hereafter give you an inftance. 

All fines which occur at Axim are paid into the fator’s hands, who diftributes them 
to the injured perfons, firft deduéting his fee, which not many years paft was very con- 
fiderable, but not long fince was diminifhed by a certain gentleman, and the factor 
ftritly ordered not to demand more than eight crowns for the decifion of the moft 
important fuit which fhould come before him ; and not only that, but if offered, he 
was commanded to refufe it; an order really too fevere, to hinder another’s doing 
good, and not permit him to receive and ufe his juft perquifites at pleafure. This 
gentleman pretended theréby to fhew his tendernefs to the Blacks, but myfelf and 
feveral others were of another opinion: its true fource was pure envy, which would 
not fuffer him to let any of the officers of the Company, his fellow-fervants, to. get 
any thing, nor indeed any but himfelf, of which his continual management with the 
Blacks was but too convincing a proof’: for if he himfelf decidéd any caufe for them, 
or fined them for any crime, he was not content to be paid eight crowns only, but, 
on the other hand, fometimes enhanced the price to fome hundreds ; and I believe the 
Axim factors, finding this law fo exorbitantly broken by its maker, have not the leat 

regard. 
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regard to it: nor are they in the wrong, for it direétly clafhes with the old nvanicipat 
-cuftoms of the country and for my.part, if it had been made before my coming into 
that office, I fhould not have taken much notice of it; but by acting confonant to their 
ancient ufages, have gained the affection of the Blacks more than by following any 
innovation ; and this very law-giver, on the contrary, by unjuft management and his 
exorbitant avarice, was only expofed to their implacable hatred and inveterate curfes. 
But enough on this head: I fhall next thew what are the perquifites which accrue to 
the factor at Axim, by the exercife of his judicial office. 

For inftance, if a Negro be fined one hundred crowns for a crime, the faétor’s fhare 
is two-thirds, and the aflembly of Caboceros have the remaining third. But on ac- 
count of murder, robbery, or the forcing the payment of debts, three-fourths of the 
whole are :the complainant’s, and the remainder belonging to the fa¢tor and the Cabo. 
ceros, is divided according to the mentioned proportion of one-third to the Caboceros, 
and two-thirds to the factor, which render it much more advantageous for the factor to 
be judge here than in our own country, fuppofing our European judges to aét honeftly; 
what they get by unlawful means, as I am ignorant, I do not defire to be better 
informed. ‘hefe judicial fees are, er at leaft before this order were, paid very freely, 
without the leaft {cruple by the Negroes; even thofe for whom the factor had got in 
a debt, were very well contented to pay one-fourth part of the whole receipt, and this 
was as firmly fettled as the price of bread at Amfterdam, . 

I fhall, according to my promife, by way of digreffion, infert a relation of a cavfe 
depending when I was factor at Axim. In the country of Ancober, which hath 
long been fubjeét to Axim, lived two Caboceros, both confiderable men, who for 
feveral years had been engaged in a difpute, each pretending that the other was born 
his flave, and by inheritance he had an inviolable right over him ; this was a very per- 
‘plexed caufe, each of them feemed to back his pretence with reafon, and a proof de- 
duced from many years paft; infomuch, that the Caboceros of Ancober found them- 
felves puzzled how to decide it ; and both parties being agreed to plead the caufe before 
me, and expect my determination; not that they thought me wifer than their country. 
men and honourable council, but only that it might be ended by my power ; accordingly 
it came before my judgment-feat, and though I patiently fpent one whole day in hear- 
ing the caufe, yet I allure you, at the end, I was juft as wife as at the beginning, each 
ee them confirming his pretenfion by fo many witneffes, and feeming to have fo much 
right of his fide, that I could not tell whom to give it for. But, however, to put an 
end to this litigious fuit, I afked them if they were both contented to fubmit to my de- 
cifion; to which he freely confenting, I {poke to them in reconciling terms, affuring 
them that all which they pretended, on each fide, feemed reafonable ; wherefore it was 
impoffible to decide which of them was in the right, the proper witneffes of this caufe 
being all long fince dead, and that all the evidence they had brought was not valid, it 
being anly by hear-fay, and the merits of the caufe confequently forgotten: having 
thus prepared them as cautioufly as I could, and obferved that they both feemed to 
agree to it, I made difficulties of deciding the difpute, by telling them that before they 
went out of my fort it was my requeft they fhould be perfeétly reconciled, and own 
each other for free-men; and that he who fhould ever pretend that the other was his 
lave, ,fhoyld be liable to a fevere fine. : 

They bath feemed very well fatisfied with this determination, embracing each other, 
and vowing an sternal Licaliin: and the more effectually to convince me of their 
fatisfadtion, they each of them: made mea very good prefent for putting an end to 
their quarrel: and. indeed. 1 really believed all was forgotten and forciven. But two 
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or three months afterwards one of them hired two ruffians to murther the other in his 
own houfe, which they did by thooting him through the head: at which I being very 
much incenfed, confidering it as a thing of dangerous confequence by no means to be 
fuffered in a well-governed commonwealth, as we fay, but to be exemplarily punifhed 
in order to deter others from fuch practices, fent fome of my principal officers to An- 
cober with orders to have the murtherers delivered over to me, that I might bring them 
to condign punifhment: but they boldly anfwered them, that they were not fubje&@ to 
their mafter, and that he might exercife his authority where he had jurifdiGion. This 
angered me yet worfe, for by this not only myfelf but the authority of the Company 
was. affronted and diminifhed ; to keep up which nothing ought to be neglected. Upon 
which I foon refolved to go to that country, accompanied with fome of our people, 
and being gotten about three miles from our fort, I found about five hundred armed 
Negroes, imagining, I fuppofe, the fight of them would terrify me: but on the con- 
trary, as foon as the mutual falutations were paffed, I afked them why they denied and 
affronted the authority of the Company, and did not confider what mifchief it would 
pull down on their heads: to which they anfwered, that they were belied, for they 
never pretended to forfeit the protection of the Hollanders, or withdraw their obedience, 
fince the former was fo advantageous to their country. Having thus far received fa- 
tisfaction, I demanded the murtherers to be delivered to me in order to their punifh- 
ment ; but this they pofitively denied, but told me, perhaps they would punith them 
themfelyes. Upon this I took my leave of them and was going away, but threatened 
them withal, that from this time forward I fhould believe they all had a hand in the 
murther, and that I would certainly fecure‘alt of their countrymen I could get into my. 
power, and punifh them as murtherers: this had fuch a good effect, that they imme-. - 
diately confulted together, and fent fome of their people to defire me to give them a 
little time to confider of my demand, upon which they would bring me an anfwer. I 
ftaid about a quarter of an hour; after which they brought me: the malefactors 
fettered, only defired me that I would not be too hafty in punithing them, but only 
ftay till they were all prefent, which I promifed them; and returned with the criminals, 
very well fatisfied with my expedition. 

Scarce three days after, all the chief men of Ancober came and fhewed themfelves 
before my fort, requefting that I would acquaint them how I intended to punifh the 
murtherers; they were anfwered, by beheading them. And to ftrike a great terror, I 
caufed the executioner with his inftruments to.appear. Upon which they fet up a 
difmal lamentation, and begged that I would, in compliance with the cultom of their 
country, fuffer the crime to be atoned with money: though I defired nothing more, 
yet I ftood off as though I was not to be perfuaded to that until the relations of the 
murthered perfons, who were already appeafed, came and defired me, and what was 
molt perfuafive, offered me the whole fine: this was what I aimed at; but, however, 
to fhew mvfelf as generous as they, I was fatisfied with half the fum, and fo we were 
both very well contented, and the criminals, who were the children of confiderable 
people, were fet at liberty. ‘This I have related at large, to fhew you how we manage 
ourfelves here to keep up our authority and refpect ; which is {fo confiderable, that 
no Negro is permitted, without leave of the factor, to decide any caufe, upon forfeiture 
of all that is thereby gained. In my time a Negro came to defire me to get him a 
debt, which I promifed, and performed accordingly ; but the debtor, who was no 
very. good friend of his, informed me that this debt was contracted by lying with the 
other’s wife, and appointed to be paid by the Caboceros. The plaintiff coming for his 
money. }adked him if he did not know that it was all forfeit. he havine ended the 
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affair without my knowledge; he frankly confeffed that it was, and begged I would 
give him but one fourth part of it;. but finding him fo moderate, I gave him half; 
for which he very fubmiffively thanked me, and went away very joyful. _ 

This is intended to prevent the Negroes having any opportunity of forming any de- 
figns in oppofition to us, or to our difadvantage. 

But to return to where I left off: at feveral places on the Coaft, debts are recovered 
in a very unjuft and villainous manner, efpecially in thofe places where we have 
little or no power, or in fome of the kingdoms. A rafcally creditor in thofe places, 
inftead of aiking his money of his debtor, and fummoning him before the judges in 
cafe of refufal, feizes the firft thing he can meet with, though of fix times the value 
of his debt, without any regard who is the proprietor, who, when he comes to afk for 
it, is told that he muft go to fuch a perfon, who is his debtor, and muft pay him for it: 
and this nobody can hinder, fo he goes immediately to afk the other for money for his 
goods. ‘This is very extravagant juftice, the firft creditor has fix times the value of. 
his debt, and if the fecond is as unreafonable as the firft, and affirms that he would 
not part with his goods for a lefs price, the creditor is obliged to give him full fatif- 
faction, in imitation of an old Roman law; by which, if any perfon was injured in 
his honour and reputation, the injurer was obliged to pay fuch a fum as the injured 
fhould {wear he would not fuffer the damages for lefs, if left to his choice. It is true, 
indeed, this courfe is generally taken in cafe of fmall debts: but, however, the poor 
wretch that is the debtor, is fometimes obliged to pay a fhilling for a debt of one penny 
in proportion. ‘This is not to be oppofed, for the creditor is more potent than he, and, 
is upheld in it, perhaps by the King, or the great ones: this happens daily; and 
feveral men are thereby enriched upon a poor eftate; and this here bears the name 
of juftice; but in my opinion it is abominably diftorted. Some Negroes have yet 
another way to force money out of people: which is, that one of thefe infolent fellows 
goes to a perfon, and tells him that he hath received fuch damage by his fon, ne- 
phew, flave, or fomebody elfe depending on him; for which he comes to afk fatif- 
faction of him, threatening him that elfe he will murther or forely wound him or fhoot 
fomebody elfe at his coft; and if this villain have courage enough to put it into exe- 
cution, as I have twice feen it happen, the other muit fuffer the fame as if he had 
done it. 

Befides their accuftomed diftribution of juftice above defcribed, they have yet a 
very odd fort of juftice, which is under the direction and adminiftration of the Man- 
ceros, who have eretted a fort of judicial fociety in’ every confiderable village, whofe 
province it is to adjudge all trivial crimes that fhall appear before them, and of thefe 
the Negroes are very frequently guilty; I mean beating, curfing, or reviling one 
another: upon which the perfon who thinks himfelf injured, applies to the Manceros 
much in the following terms, viz. fuch a perfon hath injured me, I fell or furrender 
him to you; punifh him according to his defert. Upon which thefe gentlemen with 
utmoft diligence take him into cuftody, and after a very fuperficial enquiry into his 
crime, lay a fine of fome crowns upon him; which if he feems unwilling to pay, as 
being unjuftly impofed on him, they not having heard what he had to fay in his de- 
fence, the Manceros not at all concerned hereat only go to the market, where they 
take up as much goods on his account as the amount of the fine; which he is, though 
unwilling, forced to pay ; and they have no fooner received this money, but it is {pent 
in palm-wine and brandy. : 

The offences which thefe Manceros ufually fine are fo various and ridiculous, that 1 
have not patience enough to particularize any of them; it is enough that I inform you 
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that if thefe idle judges have nothing to do the whole day, and confequently get no 
money to' make them drink ; their time is only {pent in contriving to bring in fome- 
body on one pretence or another in order to furnith them with liquor. 

The confultations-with the Caboceros in conjunétion with the Manceros principally 
relating to war, we fhall at prefent touch upon. 

When-they are defirous of entering into a war, on account of ambition, plunder, or 
to aflift other countries already engaged in a war, thefe two councils confult together : 
but otherwife the greateft part of their wars are chiefly occafioned by the recovery of 
debts, and the difputes of fome of the chief people among them. I have formerly 
hjnted fomething on this fubje&, with promife to proceed farther on it. -* 

The firmeft peace of neighbouring nations is frequently broken in the following 
manner :—One of the leading men in one country hath money owing him from a per- 
fon in an adjacent country, which is not fo fpeedily paid as he defires; on which he 
caufes as many godds, freemen, or flaves to be feized by violence and rapine in the 
country where his debtor lives, as will richly pay him: the men fo feized he claps in 
irons, and if not redeemed fells them, in order to raife money for the payment of the 
debt: if the debtor be an honeft man and the debt juft, he immediately endeavours 
by the -fatisfa€tion of his creditors to free his country-men: or if their relations are 
powerful enough they will force him to it: but when the debt is difputable, or the 
debtor unwilling to pay it, he is fure to reprefent the creditor amongft his own country- 
men as an unjuft man, who hath treated him in this manner contgary to all right, and 
that he is not at all indebted to him: if he fo far prevails on his’ untrymen that they 
believe him, he endeavours to make fome of the other land prifoners by way of re- 
prizal ; after which they-confequently arm on each fide, and watch all opportunities of 
furprizing each other. They firft endeavour to bring the Caboceros over to their party, 
becaufe they have always fome men at their devoir ; next the foldiers: and thus from 
a trifle a war is occafioned betwixt two countries, who before lived in amity, and con- 
tinues till one of them be fubdued ; or, if their force be equal, till the principal men 
are obliged to, make peace at the requeft of the foldiers; which frequently happens, 
efpecially about fowing time, when all the warriors defire to return to till the ground 3 
for in ferving in the war without pay, and defraying all expences out of their private 
fortunes, they quickly grow tired; efpecially if they get no advantage of, and confe- 
quently no plunder by the enemy. , 

When the governors of one country are inclined to make war with thofe of another, 
perhaps om account that they make a better figure in their manner of living, or that 
they are richer ; fo that thefe have a mind to fome of their effeéts: then they affemble 
together, in conjun@ion with the Manceros, who alfo give their advice, and being 
young, and puft up with hopes of plunder, are eafily induced by the perfuafions of 
the Caboceros; and the joint refolution is no fooner formed than every one prepares 
for war ; and being got ready, make an irruption into the defigned country, without 
giving the leaft notice or declaring war, urging much the fame reafgns with a prefent 
European potentate, “ It is My royal will and pleafure, and for My glory.” And 
thus they kill and pillage each other. The injured nation, to revenge this perfidious 
breach of peace, if not powerful enough of itfelf, hires another to affitt it for lefs than 
2,0001. flerling ; for which price the beft are here to be had, well armed and ap- 
pointed for an engagement: fo that, indeed, war is not here very dear, though at this 
cheap rate you cannot imagine the armies fo formidable that are hired for fuch trivial 
‘wages: but plunder is their chief aim, inftead of which they often get good {tore of 
blows, which prove all the perquifites to their mentioned wacee Thats «arms then, 
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divide amongft the Caboceros and the Manceros; but thé former manage the affair 
fo cunningly, that the latter have not above four or five fhillings each, or perhaps half 
that fum ; for the leading men are fure to adjuft the account fo well im favour of 
themfelves, that a mighty refidue is not likely to be left to make a futuf€ dividend. 
But as for the plunder, though particularly appropriated to defray the expence of the 
war in the firft place, and the remainder to be divided, yet every man feizes the firft 
part thereof he can lay hold on, without any regard to the public : but if no booty is to 
be come at, the Manceros, like cats ne have wet their feet, make the beft of their 
way home, not being obliged to ftay longer than they themfelves pleafe. Each is 
under_a particular chieftain in a fort, though he can command only his flaves ; a free 
Negro not owning his authority, or fubmitting even to their kings, unlefs compelled 
by their exorbitant power, without which they live entirely at their own pleafure : but 
if their leader is difpofed to march up firft towards the enemy, he may, but will not, be 
followed by many. 

War, as I have twice before told you, is not fo expenfive as in Europe; our four 
years war with ‘the Commanyfchians (except the damage done to our trade) did not 
‘coft us in all fix thoufand pounds fterling: for which fum we had fucceflively five 
nations in our pay. But I have formerly treated this fubjeét fo largely, that I need not 
fay any more of it at prefent. a : 

A national offenfive war may very well be managed here with four thoufand men in the 
field ; but a defenfive requires more, Sometimes the number of what they call an army 
does not amount to more than two thoufand. From whence you may infer of what 
force the monarchies and republics on the coaft are, Fantyn and Aquamboe only ex- 
cepted; the firft of which is able to bring an army of twenty-five thoufand men, and 
the latter a much larger. But the inland potentates, fuch as Akim, Afiante, &c. are - 
not to be reckoned amongft thefe, they being able td overrun a country by their nume- 
-rous armies ; though I cannot inform you any otherwife-concerning thofe people, than 
what by hints we learn from the Negroes, who are not always to be believed. But as 
for the monarchies fituate near us, I dare affirm, that though each of the two contending 
armies were compofed of five or fix feveral nations, they would not together make 
twenty-five thoufand men ; upon which account, joined to their cowardice, very few 
men are killed in a battle ; and that engagement is very warm which leaves one thou- 
fand men upon the place; for they are fo timorous, that as foon as they fee a man fall 
by them, they run for it, and only think of getting fafe home. In the laft battle be- 
tween the Commanyfchians and thofe of Saboe, Acanni, Cabes-Terra, and two or three 
other countries, I do not believe that one hundred men were killed, and yet the Com- 
manyfchians drove their enemies out of the field, and obtained a complete victory. 

They are very irregular in their engagements, not obferving the leaft fhadow of 
order ; but each commander hath his men clofe together in a fort of crowd, in the 
midft of which he is generally to be found; fo that they attack the enemy man for 
‘man, or one heap,of men againft another; and fome of their commanders feeing their 
brother-officer furtoufly attacked, and fomewhat put to it, choofe rather to run with the 
hare than hold with the. hounds, and that frequently before they had ftruck one ftroke, 
or {tood fo much as one brufh ; and their friends whom they left engaged ceffainly fol- 
low them, if in the leaft preffed, unlefs fo entangled with the enemy that it is not for 
want of good will if they do not; but if no opportunity offers, though againft their 
will, they get the reputation of good foldiers. 

In fight, the Negroes do not ftand upright againft one another, but run ftooping and 
liftening, that the bullets may fly over their heads, Others creep towards the enemy, 
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and, being come clofe, let fly at them; after which they. rua away as fait as they can, 
and, as if the devil were fure of the hindmoft, get to their own army as foon as polli- 
ble, in order to load their arms and fall on again. In fhort, their ridiculous geftures, 
ftoopingy creeping, and crying, make their’fight more like monkeys playing together 
than a battle. . 

‘The booty which the commonalty chiefly aim at are the prifoners and ornaments of 
gold, and Conte de Terra ; for fome, efpecially the in-land Negroes, are fo fimple as to 
drefs themfelves in the richeft manner pofflible on thefe occafions ; wherefore they are 
frequently fo loaded with gold and Conte dé Terra, that they can fcarcely march. 

Common prifoners who cannot raife their ranfom, are kept or fold for flaves at plea. 
fure: if they take any confiderable perfon, he is very well guarded, and a very high 
ranfom put upon him ; but if the perfon who occafioned the beginning of the war be 
taken, they will not eafily admit him to ranfom, though his weight in gold were offered, 
for fear he fhould in future form fome new defign againit their repofe. 

The moft potent Negro cannot pretend to be infured from flavery, for if he ever 
ventures himfelf in the wars, it may eafily become his lot ; he is confequently obliged. 
to remain-in that flate till the fum demanded for his redemption is fully paid, which 
withal is frequently fet fo high, that he, his friends, and all his intereft, are not fuffi- 
cient to raife it; on which account, he is forced to a perpetual flavery, and the moft con-. 
temptible offices. Some amongft them are fo barbarous, that finding their hopes of a 
high ranfom fruftrated, they pay themfelves by cruelly murdering the wretched 

rifoner. : 
c Wars betwixt two defpotical Kings, who have their fubjects entirely at their com- 
mand, are of a long duration, and frequently laft feveral years fucceflively, or till the 
utter ruin of one of them ends the difpute. ‘They frequently liea whole year encamped: 
againft each other without attempting any thing, a few diverting fkirmifhes excepted :. 
only againft rainy weather they each return home without molefting one another. 

‘Though this is chiefly owing to their priefts, without whofe fuffrage they are not 
eafily induced to attempt a battle; they advife them againft it, under pretence that 
their gods have not yet declared in favour of them ; and if they will attempt it notwith- 
ftanding, they threaten an ill iffue: but if thefe crafty villains obferve that their army. 
is much {tronger than the enemies, and the foldiers well inclined to fighting, they al-- 
ways advife to attempt it; though with fuch a cautious referve, that if it fucceeds con- 
trary to expectation, they never want an excufe to bring themfelves off: the com- 
manders or foldiers have done this or that thing, which they ought not to have done ;. 
for which reafon the whole army is punifhed. In fhort, let the event prove how it 
will, the prieft is infallibly innocent, and his charaéter always maintains its own re- 

utation. 
. I doubt not but I have fufficiently enlarged on their ridiculous wars, if I have not 
dwelt longer on them than they deferve; wherefore I fhall relate the events which: 
happened im my time, and apply myfelf to the defcription of their military arms. 

‘The chief‘of thefe are mufquets or carabins, in the management of which they are 
wonderfully dextrous. It is not unpleafant to fee them exercife their army ; they handle 
their arms fo cleverly, difcharging them feveral ways, one fitting, the fecond creeping,. 
or lying, &c. that it is really to be admired they never hurt one another. Perhaps you, 
wonder how the Negroes come to be furnifhed with firearms, but you will have no 
reafon when you know we fell them incredible quantities, thereby obliging them with a 
knife to cut our own throats. But we are forced to it; for if we would not, they might 
be fufficiently ftored with that commodity by the Englifh, Danes, and Brandenburghers ; 
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and could we all agree together not to fell them any, the Englith and Zealand interlopers 
would ‘abundantly furnifh, them: and fince that and gun-powder for fome time have 
been-the chief vendible merchandife here, we fhould have found but an indifferent 
trade without our fhare init. -It Were, indeed, to be wifhed that thefe @heerous 
commodities had never been brought hither, or at leaft, that the Negroes might be in 
a thort time brought to.be content with fomewhat elfe in their room: but this in all 
appearance is never likely. 

Next their guns, in the fecond place are gheir fwords, fhaped like a fort of chopping- 
knives, being about two or three hands broad at the extremfty, and about one at the 
handle, and about three or four fpans long at moft; and a little crooked at the top. 
‘Thefe fabres are very ftrong, but commonly fo blunt that feveral ftrokes are neceflary 
to cut off a-head: they have a wooden guard, adorned on one fide, and fometimes on 
both, with fmall globular knobs, covered with a fort of fkin, whilft others content 
themfelves with bits of rope finged black with the blood of fheep or other cattle, with 
the additional ornament of a bunch of horfe-hair, among{t people of condition thin 
gold plates are ufual: to this weapon belongs a leather-fheath almoft open on one fide ; 
to which, by way of ornament, a tiger’s head, or a large red fhell is hung; both 
which are valuable here. Thefe fabres they wear when they go out at their left hip, 
hanging in a belt, which is girt about their waifts for that end, or ftuck in their Paan, 
which is round about their bodies, and comes betwixt their legs, that they may run 
the fwifter ; befides which, they are begirt with a bandalier belt, with about twenty 
bandaliers. They hava cap on their heads made of a crocodile’s fkin, adorned on 
each fide with a red fhell, and behind with a bunch of horfe-hair, and a heavy iron- 
chain, or fomething elfe inftead of it, girt round their head. Thus appointed, with 
their bodies coloured white, our heroes look liker devils than men. 

Their other weapons are firft a bow and arrow; but thefe are not much in vogue 
amongtt the Coaft Negroes, thofe of Aquamboe alone excepted, who are fo nicely 
dextrous in fhooting, that in hare-hunting they will lodge their {mall fine arrows in 
what part of the hare’s body is defired. ‘Thefe arrows have feathers at their head, and 
are pointed with iron, The Negroes of Awinee ufually poifon them ; but on the Coaft 
that pernicious cuftom is not practifed, nor do they fo much as know what poifon is. 

Next follow the Affagay or Haffagay, as fome call them, which are of two forts; 
the fmaller forts are about a Flemifh ell, or perhaps half an ell longer, and very flender, 
and thefe they caft as darts ; the fecond, or larger fort, are about twice as long and 
large as the former, the upper part pointed with iron like a pike; fome of them are 
covered for the length of one {pan or two, though in all manner of fhapes. The Affa. 
gay ferves them inftead of a fabre, that having their fhield in the left hand, they may 
the more conveniently dart the Affagay with the right, for they have always fomebody 
or other to carsy them after them. 

Taft of all are their thields, which ferve only as a defenfive covering of the body, 
and not to the offending any perfon. I have feen Negroes wonderoufly dextrous in the 
management of thefe fhields, which they hold in their left hand, and a fabre in the 
right ; and playing with both, they put their body into very ftrange poftures, and fo 
artificially cover themfelves with the fhield, that it is impoflible to come at them, Thefe 
fhields, which are about four or five foot long, and three broad, are made of ofiers ; 
fome of which are covered with gold leather, tigers’ fkins, or fome other materials ; 
fome of them alfo have at each corner and in the middle broad thin copper-plates 
faftened on, to ward off the arrows and the light Affagayes, as well as the blows of the 
fabre, if they are good, though they are not proof againft a mufquet-ball. core 
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I think thefe are all the weapons ufed amongft the Negroes, without I fhould tell 
you that fome of them alfo are poffefied of a few cannon; it is indeed true, but they 
ufe them in a very flovenly manner. The King of Saboe hath a very {mall number, 
with whigh he has been in the field, but he never made ufe of them. Some of them, 
after once firirig them, have fuffered the enemy to take them, as it happened to the 
Commanyfchians ; after which, thofe who took them were ignorant ef the ufe of them ; 
fo that thefe monarchs’ cannon only ferves to fhoot by way of compliment and falue 
tation, of which the Blacks are very fond. 7 

Promifes create a debt ; and at the beginfting of this letter you have my word that 
it fhould conclude with the grandeur of their Kings; in purfuance of which, let us fee 
wherein it confifts. 

The extent of their territories is fo fmall, that fome of them have not more land 
under their -jurifdiction than a fingle captain or bailiff of a village, and bear the fame 
name accordingly amongift the Negroes: for before the arrival of the Europeans in this 
country, no higher title was known amongft them than that of captain or colonel, with 
- this only difference, that the one was appropriated to a country, but the other to a vil- 
lage. But fince their converfation with ~us, they, or rather we, make a diftin@ion 
betwixt a king and a captain. The firft word by which it was expreffed, was Obin or 
Abin, which fignifies captain in our language, but they always underftood by it a com- 
’ mander of a country, town, or nation, for our matters of fhips generally aflume the 
fame title ; and by the fame appellation would alfo be applied,. without any diftinc- 
tion, to our dire€tor-general.and chief of forts, if we did not bier inform the natives 
of the difference. Kings are obliged in this country to preferve their power by dint of 
force; wherefore the richer they are in gold and flaves, the more they are honoured. 
and efteemed ; and without thofe, they have not the leaft command over their fubjeéts ;- 
but on the contrary, would not only be obliged to pray, but pay their underlings to 
execute their commands. But if the goddefs Fortune has endowed them with a rich . 
fhare of treafure, they are naturally cruel enough to govern their people tyrannically, 
and punifh them fo feverely in their purfes for trivial crimes, that they cannot forget it 
all the remainder of their lives; and this is done with a feeming colour of juftice ; for 
the King, having any thing to charge on another, delivers the matter into the hands of 
the Caboceros, and fubmits it to their decifion; who, knowing his mind, are fure to 
aggravate the crime as much as poflible, and take care that their judgment be confonant 
to his royal will and pleafure. 

The Kings in their dwellings, or, if I may fo call them, courts, do not diftinguifly 
themfelves by keeping any ftate. There is no guard at their palace-gates, nor anybody 
to wait on them; and when they ftir abroad in their town, it is very feldom they are 
attended by any more company than two boys, one of which carries the fabre, the 
other the {tool or chair ; and if they are met in the ftreets, they are about.as much 
complimented as a cobler amongft us, whom we hardly beftow a hat upon, if we know 
him to be fuch. The meanelt flave never ftirs one ftep out of the way on their ac- 
count. But on the contrary, if they.are going to pay a vifit to any perfon in another. 
town, or are to be vifited by fome confiderable man, they always take care to fhew 
their grandeur, and on fuch occafions are always accompanied with armed men; feveral 
fhields are then carried for their ufe, and an umbrella above their heads, that the gen- 
tleman’s fkin be not darkened by the fun: their wives are then finely drefled with gold 
and other rich ornaments and have a long ftring of gold and Conte de Terra, or coral, 
hung about them ; though in their towns they and all their wives are fo wretchedly 
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habited, that their cloaths are fometimes not worth one fhilling, nor fufficient to diftin- 
guith them from the meaneft flave. * : 

‘Thefe great Princes are fo miferably covetous, that there is not one of their fubjects 
fo poor, fromevhom they would not catch at a prefent. Hence it is, that Wheir Ma- 
jefties’ kitchens are not much better furnifhed than thofe of the common Negroes ; 
bread, oil, and a ttle ftinking fifh makes up their bill of fare, and water is their 
drink for the greateft part of the day; in the morning, if they have it, they drink 
brandy ; and in the afternoon, palm-wing: in one word, their manner of hiving is 
indiftinguifhable from the meaneft amongff'them. 

At the time when the palm-wine comes from the in-land country, they go in the 
afternoons altogether, viz. flaves and all as companions, to the public market-place, 
where they fit down and drink very fociably ; every one that pleafes, bringing his own 
{tool, adds himfelf to the croud: here they tipple till they have even burft the lice on 
their head; but when they are a little warmed, and their thirft fomewhat flacked, they 
drink like Caboceros, whole bumpers and pints; for the calabafh, out of which they 
drink, holds a pint,.quart, or fometimes a pottle, which, when they come to be merry, 
is half or perhaps quite filled, which they fet to their mouths to drink, ftraining to 
about two-thirds through their beards in order to fall to the ground, making by that 
means a fort of rivulet of wine on the place where they fit, and this is efteemed a great 
piece of magnanimity. The Europeans (among{t whom I do not pretend to be fingu.. 
lar) are very godd at this fport ; but it is well for them it is not Rhinifh or French wine, 
for that would be to@expenfive ; and here, for four or five fhillings, they may get 
drunk and throw away large quantities. 

When thefe drunken brethren come together, they are as impertinent and noify as 
the Smoufe or German jews at their fynagogue at Amfterdam ; but you muft not ima- 
gine the difcourfe to turn on ferious fubjects or ftate affairs, not in the leaft, it is gene- 
rally rank bawdy, of which they are fo full, that it continually runs over; and though 
the women come amongft them, this is no reafon for interrupting the difcourfe, for 
they are always ready to bear their part, being very richly furnifhed on this head ; nor 
is it ever thought fcandalous for them to difplay this fort-of talent. In fhort, this is a 
perfect babbling and fcolding-fchool, where each perfon freely gives his neighbour his 
own, as they call it; but ina much better manner than in Europe, where rafling is the 
bufinefs of the private entertaining rooms, for here the perfons exclaimed againit are 
prefent, and confequently may vindicate themfelves: but hold, I fhall run too far; it 
is fit, I tell you, that though the Kings live thus in common with their flaves, yet on 
very flight occafions they frequently give them broken heads, from which thofe only 
are excepted who have acquired a reputation amongft the people ; and indeed I have 
obferved that fome of thefe flaves had more authority than their mafters ; for having 
long exercifed a command over their matters’ dependents, by their own trading, they 
are become poffeffors of fome flaves themfelves, and in procefs of time are grown fo 
powerful, that their patrons are obliged to feé with their eyes only ; and what is yet 
more, it is not feldom that they fo obftinately oppofe their matters, that they will not 
be appeafed by any other means than a prefent. 

A King here is always very ready to be hired to the afliftance of any of his neigh. 
bours in their wars, becaufe the greateft part of the money agreed for falls to his fhare s 
after the receipt of which, he is not much concerned whether the promifed affiftance 
be pundtually ready at the appointed time or not; if he hds received the gold it is 
enough, he always knows how to fatisfy his cuftomers with one lie or other ; m which 
they are fo fubtle, that they will, unobferved, defraud even thofe who are very well 
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‘upon their guard. Though this is an advantageous fort of trade, they are yet more 
fond of being mediators betwixt difagreeing nations; for on this account they get 
money from both parties, and keep the breach open as long as poffibly they can, in 
order to get the more money from each. It is upon thefe incomes that they chiefly 
fubfift, for their revenue is very inconfiderable. It is indeed true, that they impofe a 
toll on all goods paffing through their country ; but the collectors being always fome 
of the principal men amongft them, make fure of the largeft fhare of it, and colleé 
fo well for themfelves, that the King has very little of it. Ina word, he is obliged to 
fubfift on exorbitant fines, fraudulently extorted from his fubje@s, or on the manyal 
labour of himfelf and flaves: wherefore thofe Kings are unfortunate who have buf few 
flaves, and confequently are not very rich or potent. I have known fome of thefe fo 
poor, that they had neither money nor credit to command a bottle of palm-wine to treat 
their vifit&nts. Hence you may colle& how rich and potent thefe wrens of {tate are 
(as Monfieur Doudyn calls them in his Mercury). But perhaps being already tired 
with this account of the pomp and grandeur of their wives, flaves, and houfehold, as 
well as themfelyes, you would gladly be informed how the illuftrious princes and prin- 
cefles, their royal offspring, are educated. 1 have formerly given you fome general 
hints concerning the Negro children ; it is then fufficient to affure you, that I never 
could obferve the leaft difference in this particular betwixt the royal and common edu- 
. cation, ‘The princes being arrived at years of maturity, to get an honett livelihood, 
either plough the land or draw palm-wine, which I can affure you tgey are not afhamed 
to carry to the market themfelves in order t fell it 3 bur if they are not employed in 
thefe occupations, it is in fomething elfe equally confiftent with their charaéter ; from 
wheuce, in procefs of time, they afcend the royal throne of their anceftors. If you 
reflect on this, it will fomewhat abate your wonder, how hufbandmen, fhepherds, or 
potters, as Agathocles was, fhould ever wear royal crowns, as hiftories inform us: it 
daily occurs here ; nay, what is yet more, the throne is often filled with thofe who, 
when young, have ferved us as foot-boys, or in a meaner capacity ; wherefore you 
may imagine we cannot be brought to have a very great elteem for thefe potentates : 
no, Ican aflure you the meaneft of our fa@tors thinks better of himfelf than one of 
thefe kings: and indeed his authority is much more confiderable, if we confider him. 
to exercife that of the dire€tor-general and council, in whofe name he acts ; but leaving” 
that’as it is, I had rather refer you to Monficur Focquenbrog than fay any more 
of our grandeur, 

As for the ladies, the princeffes, perhaps you will be apt to think them too tender 
for the fatigues of agriculture ; no, not in the leaft, they muft alfo lay their hands to 
the plough ; but if it happens that one of thefe illuftrious ladies is too haughty to ftain 
her high birth by working like a flave, the generally takes up a trade more likely to 
maintain her genteelly, which Tequires no more than what madam Nature has liberally 
beftowed on her; and if the does not get fo much as the ladies of her profeffion in 
Europe, fhe has not fuch extravagant wants as they, and is confequently very well 
fatisfied. Several of thefe are married in their young days, without the leaft regard to 
high birth or family, every body pleafing themfelves in their choice 3 fora marriage 
between a King’s daughter and‘a flave is not at all thought difproportionate, but is 
indeed fomewhat better than for a King’s fon to marry a flave, which daily happens ; 
fince the common proverb, hat the children follow the mother, is here paffed into an 
unalterable rule, and confequently the iffue of the former (viz. the princefs married to 
a flave) are free, and thofe proceeding from the latter, flaves. Thus you have a view 
of the whole royal family : it remains now that I thould give you fome account of the 
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great officers under the King, which confift of Braffoos or enfigns, Sabre-bearers, 
Fie-ties, that is, public criers or proclaimers, attendants on their wives, horn-blowers 
or trumpeters and drummers: which offices the following lines will elucidate. That 
of Braffood have already explained to be a fort of marfhal, who is to charge firft in 
battle, which if he have but courage enough he always does. The fecond are the 
fabre or {word-bearers, of which thefe monarchs have generally about four. Whether 
thefe agree with the antient armour-bearers, I cannot certainly tell, though I believe 
them very near alike. This, whatever-you may think of it, is no mean poft; for the 
gentlemen to whom it is entrufted, fometimes become honoured with the character of 
ambafladors to foreign courts; though, to do juftice, that more properly belongs to the 
Tie-ties or public criers, who are alfo made ule of on this occafion, and fent by their 
matters on national errands to friends or enemies, their caps being an. effe€tua] free-pafs 
every where, fuppofing them to be fent by their mafter, but otherwife they cSnnot pro- 
te&t them; they being in effe€t not unlike our European trumpeters in time of war. 
Each town hath one or two of thefe officers to cry what is ftrayed, loft or ftolen ; and 
to proclaim the orders made by the governors owKings : befides all which, when fitting 
in council, they are obliged when the voices run too high and confufed, to cry out, 
Tie-tie, or Hearken, from whence the name of their office is borrowed... They wear 
a cap made of a black ape’s fkin, whofe hair is about one finger’s length, and in their 
hands they have a bunch made of the hair of an elephant’s tail, and fmall rufhes ; with 
which they defend their mater from the flies. The fourth and laft as well as moft con- 
fiderable officers, are the attendants on the King’s wives; their chief province is to take 
care that no ftrangers pluck the fruit of their mafter’s orchard: though I am apt to 
think when thefe happen to be tolerably handfome fellows, that they make better ufe 
of their pofts, than their maiter of his propriety. They are alfo entrufted with all the 
King’s treafury ; of which they carry the keys, for they are not trufted to any befides them, 
and confequently they are the only perfons who after the King’s deceafe are able and 
obliged to give an account of his treafury. Befides thefe, our monarchs have no other 
officers. But J ought alfo to inform you that they are not Kings alone who are thus 
ferved, but every principal man has the fame fort of officers to attend him, being 
herein equal with the King; or if he is very rich, perhaps he will out-vie him. 

T dare fay you will not complain that this is too fhort ; if its lengh is not tirefome it 
is well; Lhave only the importance of the fubjeét to plead: in fhort, that it prove agree- 
able, is the wifh of yours, &c. 


LETTER XII. —Of the Negroes’ Manner of marrying ; the Bride brings no Fortune, 
and the Bridegroom but a very fmall one ; Wedding-Charges very eafy ; how many 
Wives they have ; what Work they do, and the Idlene/s of the Men ; Merchants’ Wives 
live the beft; fome drive a Trade with their Wives; the particular Subtlety of the 
Women ; Fines for lying with another Man’s Wife, and how the Caufe is tried. — Mar- 
ried People have no mutual Propriety in. Money or Goods, nor does the one inherit any 
Effects of the other, nor do the Children inherit their Parents’ Goods. — How the Right 
of Inberitance devolves. — Adultery is feverely punifbed in the in-land Country, each 
Perfon there being chiefly his own Judge ; Wives not permitted to punifh their Hufbands 
for Adultery ; fruitful Women honoured and refpected ; ridiculous Ceremonies.pn a young 
Woman’ s being with Child the firft time ; what Name they give their Children ; won- 
derful Separation of the Women of Ante when they have borne ten Children ; menftruous 
Women unclean. — Circumcifion wfual amongst them; a Conjecture from whence they 
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derived that Cuftom ; of the unmarried ; early Marriages ; why Women remain longeft 
unmarried ; Multitude of Women ; common Proftitutes initiated to Trade; how highly 
they are valued, if found; unmarried Women are Whores, though not called fo; a 
Defcription of the common Whores of Ardra. : 


~ Sr, 


MY former treated of wars and the arts of deftruétion, and in this I fhall touch upon 
a fubjeé&t which fupplies the devaftations the other makes ; that is, I fhall inform you in 
the firft place how the marriages go here, and of every thing naturally falling under 
that head. Marriage here is not overloaded with ceremonies, nor have they any ndfion 
of a previous courtthip to bring on a match; here are no tedious difputes on account 
of marriage-fettlements, but if a Negro fixes his eye upon a young woman (virgin I 
{carcely ire fay), nothing is more requifite than to apply to her father, mother or near- 
eft relations, and afk her of them, who very feldom deny a requeft of that reafonable 
nature, if it be but the leaft agreeable only to the daughter. 

If the young woman is marriageabje, he takes her home with him, but if yet too 
young, he leaves her fomg time with her parents, which fome are not very willing to, 
for reafons hereafter to be told. The bride brings no other fortune than her body, 
nor does the man want much; it is fufficient if he has enough to defray the expence 
of the wedding-day, which confifts of a little gold, wine, brandy, a fheep for the rela- 
tions, and new cloaths for the bride, which are proportioned to the circumftances of 
the bridegroom, who kéeps a very exact account of every thing he beftows on the 
bride or her friends, that-if fhe ever comes to be fo far difgufted at him as to leave’ 
him, he may demand all again, which fhe or her friends muft pay to the utmoft exa&- 
- nefs, together with the wedding charges. But if he puts her away, the account is 
fettled, and he has no pretence to demand any thing of her or her relations, unlefs he 
produce very good reafons why he left her: in which cafe the mentioned difburfements 
muft be refunded. 

The wedding-day is not accompanied with feafting and jollity; the bride is fome- 
what extraordinarily dreffed for feveral days fucceflively with fine cloaths, gold and 
other ornaments, which are frequently borrowed or hired on thefe occafions; not 
unlike thofe in Holland, who, to render their funeral feafts the more fplendid, adorn 
themfelves with other’s feathers. Each man marries as many wives as he pleafes or is 
confiftent with his circumftances, though they feldom exceed twenty, but are com- 
monly contented with a number betwixt three and ten, and thofe who would appear 
very great, complete the mentioned number of twenty. Moft of thefe wives are obliged 
to till the ground, plant Milhio or Jummes, or otherwife work for their hufbands, and 
to take care that he finds fomething to eat when he comes home; the beft of which is, 
that they can very cheaply fatisfy him: whilft the man only idly fpends his time in im- 
pertinent tattling (the women’s bufinefs in our country) and. drinking of palm-wine,. 
which the poor wives are frequently obliged to raife money to pay for, and. by their . 
hard labour maintain and fatisfy thefe lazy wretches their greedy thirft after wine. 
Though others are not quite fo beaftly, particularly the traders in palm-wine, and fifher- 
men; the former of which fell palm-wine, and the latter either, go out to fifh, or 
hire themfelves to us to row according as opportunity offers ; and thefe keep houfe the 
moft peaceably and pafs the moft reputably through the world. 

Thofe who are rich, have two wives perpetually exempted from labour ;- the firft of 
which is the oldeft and principal wife, here called La Muliere Grande, or the chief 
woman ; to whom the houfe-keeping and command over all the reft is entrufted. . The 
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fecond is fhe who is confecrated to his god, and thence called Boffum, of whom he is 
very jealous, and fo much enraged if any man kiffes her, that if he could do it privately, 
he would fo feverely punifh her that fhe would not be able to ferve him fo again; but 
as for the remainder of his wives, he doth not watch them fo narrowly, efpecially if he 
can get any money by them. 

Thefe Boffums are flaves, bought with defign to be confecrated to their god, and 
therefore generally none of the moft difagreeable. With thefe they lie on their birth- 
day or night, and that day of the week dedicated to their god; it is on this account 
that they efteem their fortune better than that of other women. 

The principal merchants’ or traders’ wives are the happieft, becaufe not obliged to 
much labour dut of the houfe, and they are well provided for by their hufbands. 

Several Negroes are fo brutal that they marry many wives only to get a good living 
by them, and to wear gilt horns. Thefe give their wives full order to entice other 
men to lie with them; which done, thefe the-brutes immediately tell their hufband, 
“who knows very well how to fleece the amorous fpark. It is inexpreffible what {ub- 
tleties thefe Phzedras ufe to draw men, but efpecially ftrangers, into the net ; to thofe 
they will pretend they have no hufband, and are yet unmarrigd and free. 

Others, whofe admirers very well know they are married, the better to allure them 
to their embraces, will promife, and if required, {wear eternal fecrecy ; but moft of 
them keep their words like women, and are fure not to tell their hufband before they 
fee him ; and indeed it would fall very hard upon them if their hufband came to the 
knowledge thereof by any other means, which is fome excufé for their difclofing their 
lover; it being highly reafonable and a natural law, that‘a woman fhould further 
the intereft of her hufband; fince by this means they avoid the danger of punifhment, 
which they ought to expect from their hufbands for concealment. 

The fine for lying with another man’s wife amongft the common people is about 
four, five or fix pounds fterling ; but the rich muft bleed a greater fum, efpecially if 
he has lain with a confiderable man’s wife; on which occafion it coftsa hundred 
pounds or two. 

Thefe caufes are very accurately pleaded and defended before the courts of judicature, 
I, during my refidence, acted the part of a chief judge on this occafion above one 
hundred times. You know that to deny is the firft rule in law, and the Negroes are 
fo well {killed in this, that they commonly deny the accufation the firft thing they do, 
and oblige their accufers to confirm it by evidence, which the woman being moft capa- 
ble of, is obliged to appear in full affembly, and difplay the whole action in its moft 
natural broad terms and colours, with all its attending circumftances of time, place, 
how the criminal deported himfelf, and what he gave her: in a word, without forget- 
ting the leaft particular. ‘What think you, fir, is not this a rare trial, and very proper 
for the ears of thofe old gentlemen of which this aflembly or court is compofed ? Eipe- 
cially confidering that befides all this, fometimes the accufed urges in his defence, that 
it is true that he was indeed juft ready to perpetrate the charged crime, but timely thinking 
of the confequences, withdrew without reducing his intentions into action. In anfwer 
to which, the lady is obliged to declare all particulars, and to give all poffible proofs 
of his completing the fact, infomuch that both ftick fo clofe to their aflertion, which 
they back with fo much probability, that the old men are perplexed what fentence to 

ive without putting the man to his oath, and if he forfwears it, he is clear ; but if 
a refufes that, fentence paffes againft him, fince on thefe occafions there are not many 


witneffes. 
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Marriedspeople here have-no community of goods, but each hath his or her parti- 
cular propriety ; the man and his wife generally adjuft the matter together, fo that they 
are to bear the charge of houfe-keeping, while the cloathing of the whole family is at 
his fole expence. . 

On the death of either the man or the wife, the refpedtive relations come and 
immediately fweep away all, not leaving the widow or widower the leaft part thereof, 
though they are frequently obliged to help to pay the funeral charges. 

Some Negroes, befides wives, have alfo their concubines, which they feveral times pre« 
fer before their wives, and take more care of them ; but their children are deemed illegi-- 
timate, and are not reckoned amongft the relations. ; a 

Ifa Negro has a child by his flave, whether married to her or not, his heir will look 
upon it and keep it only as a flave, on which account thofe who love their flaves will 
take care to make their children free with the ufual ceremonies before they die: after 
which they are in every particular treated as free perfons. ; 

The children they have by their wives are indeed legitimate, but all along the Gold 
Coaft never inherit their parents’ effects, except at Acra only. The eldeft fon, fup- 
pofing the father a king. or a captain of a town, fucceeds him in his office only ; but 
befides his father’s fhield and fabre, he has nothing more to pretend to; fo that it is 
here no manner of advantage to be defcended from rich parents, unlefs (which feldom 
happens) paternal love oblies them to beftow fomewhat on their children in their life- 
time, which muft be very privately done, otherwife the relations, after their father’s 
death, will oblige the children to return it to the utmoft farthing. 

‘The right of inheritance is very oddly adjufted ; and as far as I could obferve, the 
brothers and fifter’s children are the right and lawful heirs, in the following manner. 
‘They do not jointly inherit, but the eldeft fon of his niother is heir to his mother’s 
brother or his fon, as the eldeft daughter is heirefs of her mother’s fifter or her 
daughter: neither the father himfelf, or his relations, as brothers, filters, &c. have any 
claim to the goods of the defunct, for what reafon they cannot tell: but I am of opi- 
nion that this cuftom was introduced on account of the whoredom of the women, 
herein following the cuftom of fome Eaft Indian Kings, who (as authors fay) educate 
their fifters’ fon as their own, and appoint him to fucceed in the throne, becaufe they 
are more fure that their filters’ fon is of their blood than they can be of their owns 
for being oBliged to truft a woman no way related to them, if fhe commit adultery, the 
child may be entirely eftranged from their blood. 

In deficiency of the mentioned heirs, the brothers or fifters take place ; but if none 
of them are in being, then the neareft relation to the mother of the defunét comes in, 
But their account of this fubject is fo’ perplexed and obfcure, that hitherto no Eurd- 
pean has been able to obtain a clear deicription of it, as I am certain they never will ; 
notwith{tanding that the Negroes are fo accurately perfect in it, that they never com- 
mit any error on this head: not but that great difputes arife fometimes amongft them 
on this occafion; but thefe are never owing’ to their ignorance who is the heir; but 
happen from the next heir’s being too potent in men and arms, and therefore ftretching 
beyond the due bounds of inheritance. ; 

I have already told you how many wives the Negroes marry ; and herein they place 
the greateft glory and grandeur, as their riches confift in the multitude of flaves, 
though they frequeritly conduce to their ruin, becaufe every man is obliged to make 
good the injury which his flave does ; if he is guilty of theft or adultery, his matter is 


obliged to pay the fine impofed for his crime. 
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The Negroes are alfo refponfible for their fons, nephews, and other relatiogs ; though 
in this cafe the relations help-each other by a mutual contribution, each giving fome- 
thing towards it according to his circumftances ; which, if he fhould not do, the criminal 
would be condemned to death or flavery. : 

Having at large defcribed the marriages of the Coaft Negroes, let us fee how the 
in-land Negroes behave themfelves in their marriage-ftate,'and what punifhment they 
infli€& on adultery; fince freed from any fubjection to the Europeans, they are more 
fevere on this occafion. : 

He who debauches a Negro’s wife here, is not only generally entirely ruined, but 
his relations often fuffer with him: for if the injured perfon be a rich and great ‘man, 
he is not contented with ruining the malefa@tor only, but will not be quiet till he hath 
removed him out of the way. If the guilty perfon is a flave, his death is undeniably 
determined, and that in the moft cruel manner that can be devifed, befides a fine laid 
upon his matter; and the men here detefting the foregoing fordid manner of trading 
with their wives ufual on the Coaft, a woman caught in adultery is alfo in great danger 
of her life, unlefs her relations pacify the enraged hufband with a large fum of money. 
But the who lies with her hufband’s flave is infallibly condemned to death, as well 
as the flave her paramour : befides all which, her relations are obliged, to pay a {um to 
her hufband. 

Every confiderable Negro is in this cafe for the moft part his own judge ; and is he 
too weak alone to avenge himfelf, he calls his friends to his afliftance, who readily 
lend him their helping-hand, each being fure to get fomething of the compenfation 
which occurs. - 

Thefe Negroes are richer than thofe who live amongft us; and therefore a perfon 
guilty of this crime is punithed with utmoft feverity. I have heard of fines amounting 
to above ‘five thoufand pounds fterling paid on account of adultery. Befides Acra, 
Apam, and Coromantyn, there are very few places on the Gold Coaft where I have 
not lived, and I do not remember in any of them ever to have met with a Negro who 
was poffeffed of fo large a fortune ; or with any King but what, after having fold all he 
had in the world to raife fuch a fum, would find himfelf not able to do it: but when 
talk at this rate, I would except the King of Aquamboe, and according to report 
alfo him of Acron; which two being joined, poflefs more gold than all the reft 
together. * 

It is undeniable that jealoufy is always accompanied with love; thefe two paffions 
being {o infeparable, that though they produce contrary effects, yet they feem in reality 
but the fame thing. But however jealous the Black women are of their hufbands, yet 
they have no fatisfaGtion to pretend to, if their hufbands, by diverting themfelves with 
other women, rob them of their right; their only remedy is to wean him from this 
wice, by agreeable, foft and tender means; for none of them, befides his chief wife, 
dare pretend to chide him for it: fhe, indeed, when opportunity offers, will charge 
him’feverely on that account, and threaten him that if he purfues that courfe the will 
leave him: but this muft be when the man is in a good humour, otherwife he won’t 
take it very well. A 

Before I advance any farther, I ought to inform you, that all impart to you con- 
cerning the in-land Negroes, is not the refult of my own obfervation, I never having 
been at chofe places; but is only colleGted from the relation of the Negroes that come 
from thence : but they are fuch people, that in this and other things I dare affure myfelf 
of the truth of what they fay. However I do not-hand it to you as my own. ee 
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Each wife is fure to do her beft to pleafe and charm her hufband, in order to be 
preferred above the reft in his love. “ 

The wife, who is fo fortunate as to be big with child, is very much refpe¢ted by her 
hufband, and waited on ; befides which, if it is the firft time, rich offerings are made 
to the falfe-god, to obtain her fafe delivery. The ceremonies ufed on occafion of a 
woman’s being big with the firft child, are very foolifh and ridiculous. As foon as 
they find themfelves pregnant, they are brought to the fea-fhore in order to be wafhed ; 
though before fhe can get thither, the is followed by a great number of boys and girls, 
who fling all manner of dung and filth at her in her way to the fea, where fhe is ducked 
and wafhed clean. Why this is done I cannot tell, unlefs it be becaufe they-Vainly 
believe that if it is omitted, the mother, the child, or fome of the relations, will cere 
tainly, die foon after. : 

As foon as the child is born, and the prieft has confecrated it, if above the common 
rank, it hath three names beftowed on it (though always called by one); the firlt is 
that of the day of the week on which it is born; the next, if a fon, is his grand- 
father’s ; if a girl, her grandmother’s name; though this is not ftri€tly obferved by 
the Negroes, fome of them giving their own, or the names of fome of their relations 
to their children : after which, their names increafe with their years: has any perfon 
behaved himfelf valiantly in the war, he obtains a name derived from thence, as he 
doth by killing a chieftain of the enemies: does he kill a wild ravenous beatt, he gets 
a new name by it. But it would be a day’s work to recite all their names, and the occa- 
fions of them ; it is fufficient to tell you, that the number given to fome men amounté 
to twenty ; the chief of which, and by which he is moft honoured, is that given him 
when they are drinking palm-wine together in the market-place. The common name 
by which they are called, is one of thofe given them at their birth. Some are called 
after the number of children that their mother has borne, as the eighth, the ninth, or 
tenth child ; but this is only when the mother has borne above fix or feven children. 

In the country of Ante, if a woman has borne tén children, fhe is obliged to be 
feparated from her hufband, and live in a folitary hut, remote frotn all the reft of man- 
kind, for the fpace of a whole year, where fhe is carefully furnifhed with all necef- 
faries of life; after the expiration of this term, and the performance of all cuftomary 
ceremonies, fhe returns to her hufband, and lives with him as before: this is a cuftom 
fo particular, that I do not know any nation befides where it is in ufe; and why it is 
practifed here I am alfo ignorant, unlefs it be grounded on fome fuperttitious opinion, 
that it will defend them from fome evil. 

When the cuftom of women is upon the female fex, they are not only efteemed un- 
clean, and feparated from their hufband, but they are not fuffered to go into another 
man’s houfe, at leaft to lodge, and are confequently obliged to remain in a fmall hut 
near their father’s or hufband’s houfe. a 

The children are not circumcifed any where on the Gold Coaft, but at Acra. But 
whence the cuftom of holding women unclean, and circumcifing the children, fhould 
be derived from, Lown I cannot tell ; to carry it up as high as the Judaic times, feems 
to me too far ; though feveral Europeans favour this affertion, urging, that the Negroes 
Mtill retain feveral laws and cuftoms which favour of Judaifm, as that laft mentioned, 
the honouring of the moon at the time when the Jews begin their geltival, the marrying 
of their brother’s wife, and feveral more, which feem the fame in effet, as well. as 
the names, of which here are feveral which occur in the Old Teftament. But all this 
cannot, in the leaft, incline me to their opinion; I fhould be more eafily perfuaded 
that they had all thefe from the Mahometans, whofe religion is a mere rhapfody of 
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Chriftianity, Judaifm, and Heathenifm ; which, extending iflelf from. one country to 
another, might probably reach hither: this eonje@ure being confiderably ftrengthened 
' from the natives of Adra and Fida, their being cuftomed to trade feveral hundred miles 
in-land, till they come to the Barbary coaft, and not improbably to the Moors country. 
Which being granted, it is not unnatural to fuppofe they may have learned and brought 
home fome fragments of their religion. 

But to return to our fubject, Several of each fex here live unmarried, at leaf for 
fome time, though commonly the number of fingle women exceeds that of fingle men, 
and that for reafons heteafter to be told; and yet very few Negroes die, unlefs it be 
very young, unmarried. : The mea marry as foon as they can raife money to defray 
the wedding charges, which, being fo very inconfiderable among the common people, 
they get a wife very foon. The children of the chief or rich people, whofe relations 
are inclined to it, and want no money, are frequently marricd before they become ac- 
quainted with the diftinction of fexes: further, feveral families, willing to be more 
nearly .allied, interchangeably marry their children as foon as they are born, without 
. any other ceremony than the agreement of parents on both fides. 

’ The reafons why the women here continue longeft unmarried, is, firft, becaufe that 
they live a more free life than when married, being now at perfect liberty to admit the 
embraces of any or feveral men, if they pleafe. ‘hefe fort of women generally marry 
amongft common people, and feldom content themfelvés with their hufbands alone. 

The fecond reafon is, the vaft multitude of women; their number much exceeds 
that of the men, which obliges them to ftay till they are afked. Though this long 
waiting becomes lefs irkfome, becaufe it is no manner of fcandal to ftay their appetites 
as often as they think fit; nor are they therefore rudely accounted whores ; but on the 
contrary, are always thought as fitting to be thofe for wives as any other ; and accord. 
ingly, in their turn, get hufbands as well as the reft. 

In the countries of Egnira, Abocroe, Ancober, Axim, Ante, and Adom, are feveral 
women who never marry, and whg,only are called whores, being regularly initiated in 
that trade, and fet apart for it. 

Each of the above-mentioned towns has two or three of. thefe miferable wretches, 
according to their largenefs. The money that they get they bring to their mafters, 
who return them fo much. out of it as is neceffary to fubfift them in cloaths and 
neceflaries. 

Thefe women are very miferable, when they have caught any venereal infection, 
from which they feldom efcape long free; for proftituting themfelves as well to the 
unfound as found, they are in continual danger; and being once feized by that dif- 
temper it muft take its courfe; for it feldom happens that any-body is touched with 
any concern for her, not fo much as her own mafter, to whom fhe belongs ; for as 
foon as the gain begins to ceafe, they withdraw their hands, and never fo much as 
t#ke the leaft care of her ; and thus thefe unhappy creatures come to a miferable end. 

But as long as they are found, and in their Hower, they are in very great efteem : 
and it is impoffible to affli& a land or town more fenfibly than by feizigg thofe creatures, 
For example, if our factor at Axim have any difpute with his lubordifiate Negroes, no 
way will more effectually bring them to reafon than by taking one of thefe whores 
into cuftody, and confining her in the fort; for as foon as this news reaches the Man-’ 
ceros ears, they go with flying fails to the Caboceros, and earneftly defire them to 

_ give the factor fatisfaétion, that they may have her fet at liberty again; urging as a 
reafon why they requeft it in fuch a preffing manner, that during their imprifonment 
thofe men who have no wives will he put to the utmoft necefity for a woman. and be 
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prompted to run the danger of lying with men’s wives. ‘This I can affure you of the 
truth of by my own experience, having had more than one proof of it; for at one 
time fecuring five or fix Caboceros, and at the other two or three whores, I found 
hardly any-body befides their own relations concerned for the former; but.on account 
of the other, the whole village came upon their knees; and every-body, though he 
had no particular intereft in it, was very much concerned for their liberty. . 

The countries of Commany, Elmina, Fetu, Saboe, Fantyn, &c. have none of thefe 
whores, and yet there is no want of unmarried women, and they without any diftinc- 
tion, than that of being too young, are almoft all whores, though they indeed donot 
bear that name. * ‘ 

In Fida and the country about it, and in all the land of Fida, is a very great plenty 
of thefe whores, and at a cheaper price than on the Gold Coaft. In Fida I have feen 
a vaft multitude of huts, not above ten foot long and fix broad, placed near the great 
roads throughout the whole country, in which thofe women are obliged to ply at their 
appointed days in the week. It is cuftomary for fome of the moft confiderable and 
rich Negro . ladies, .when lying upon their death-bed, to buy fome of thefe foreign fe- 
male flaves, and make a preient of them to the public; which thefe tender-hearted 
gentlewomen take for a great work of mercy and charity, as fome people in Europe do 
the buying maffes for the fouls in purgatory. ) 

Thus 1 have detained you a tedious while on the marriages of the Negroes, and 
expofed to your view all our venereal warehoufes, and all their contained ftores. 


LETTER XIII. — How the Negroes deport themfelves to the fick ; they do not depend 
on medicinal Remedies alone, but make Offerings to their Gods on account of the fick; - 
what thefe confit of ; their Gratitude to Phyficians, which they frequently change, and 
renew their Offerings. — The Slaves alfo make Offertngs for their European Mafters, 
and the Mulatto Women for their Hufbands ; which is likewife approved by fome Euro» 
peans ; their ufual Remedies, which, though they Jeem contradictory to the Ends for 
which they are adminiftered, yet frequently fucceed.— The great Efficacy of green Ve- 
getables in Difeafes, and even in Wounds. — The Enquiry after the Caufe of any Per- 
Son's Death ; their Queftions put to the dead, and their falfe God, with the Refponfes ; 
an Accident on that account which befel one of the Author’s Servants. — The Affertion 
of fome who affirm that the Negroes afk Advice of the Devil, confuted ; and a-Relation 
how their Queftions to the Dead are managed. — The Shaving of the Women on vccafion 
of the Death of their Hufbands ; cleanfing the dead Body.— A Defcription of their 
Manner of burying the Dead ; pompous Funerals of the principal People. — How they. 
preferve the Corpfe from rotting feveral Months above Ground. — Living Men Sacri- 
Jiced for the Dead ; the Cruelty attending that Cuftom, as the Author himfelf has 
objerved. — Their building of a Hut on the Grave ; and the Opinion of fome Writers 
on that fubject ‘d. — The funeral Ceremonies renewed one Year after the 
Deceafe. —- The Nigroes very defirous to be buried in their own Country, or at leat 
that their Bones may be brought thither ; and how that is managed. 


Sm, . 
THE letters which I have fent you fince thofe you have already received of mine, 
are five in number: treating of, 1ft, The infalubrity of this country, and wherein . 
it confifts. ad, Concerning the nature of the inhabitants at large. 3d, Of their 
religion. 4th, Of their government, wars, power of their Kings: which is followed 
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by.the fifth and laft, treating of their marriages, &c. hope you have received fome 
of them before now, and that the remainder will follow in due time: but for fear any 
fhould unhappily mifcarry, I herewith fend you the copies of them. 

Death being the period of all human affairs, I fhall conclude my defcription of thefe 
nations with a fhort difcuffion of that fubje€t, after which you wilk not be troubled with 
any more than three letters from me ; one, concerning the wild and tame quadrupeds 
of this country ; thefecond, of the fowls, infects and fithes ; and the laft, of vegetables : 
unlefs I can think of any other thing, and then you may be fure not to fail of it. 

But to return to our defign. Let us examine what cuftoms are ufual amongft the 
Negroes on occafion of ficknefs, death and burying. 

Any Negro falling fick here is diligently enough attended, in proportion to his cir 
cumftances: for, as I have formerly hinted, they are all very much afraid of death; 
in which they are not much in the wrong, confidering that but once to die, is for ever: 
to be buried in oblivion. Adtuated by this principle, they leave no means uneffayed 
which may contribute to the extending the thread of life to as great a length as poffible : 

and had they the fame notion of the three fatal fifters as the antient Greeks, I doubt. ° 
not but thefe would have been the goddeffes to which the greateft part of their offer- 
ings ‘would have been directed. 

In ficknefs (in which they agree with all, the reft of the world), they firft have 
recourfe to remedies ; however, not thinking them fufficient alone to preferve life and: 
reftore health, they apply their falfe and fuperttitious religious worfhip, as more effectual 
to thofe ends ; and what contributes to the promotion of this cuftom, is, that he who here 
aéts the part of a doétor, is alfo a Feticheer or prieft, who confequently does not find: 
it very difficult to perfuade the patient’s relations that he cannot be recovered without 
fome offerings made to the falfe god in order to appeafe him; and they being ftrongly 
bent to fuperftition, and immediately ready to follow the prieft’s advice, accordingly 
defire him to enquire of their god what he would pleafe to have. The prieft to be fure 
is not negligent in this affair, where the profit accrues to him, but as foon as poffible 
puts his cheats in practice; and after his pretended enquiry, he informs them that they 
mutt offer a theep, chog, cock, dog, cat, or whatever he likes beft ; which fometimes 
may be gold, cloth, drink, and other fuch like good things befides, which are always 
proportioned to the ability of the perfon to be ferved ; for that alters the meafure of 

_ thele cheats, who always confider whether the man be in condition to bear this charge ; 
and herein they are indeed to be preferred to fome Romith priefts, whofe undiftinguith- 
ing exorbitant price of foul-maffes ruins feveral families. aes 

‘Whatever the prieft requires, the Negroes freely part with; and he knows to what 
ufe to put it. Ifthe patient fhortly after recovers, either by virtue of nature’s kindly 
affiftance, or the efficacy of the medicines adminiftered, the prieft’ or doétor is fure 
not to remain unrewarded ; for whatever Mr. William Godfchalk-van-Fokkenbrog may. 
pretend, that when cured, the fight of the doftor and the devil are equally welcome to 
them ; they on the contrary are very far from ingratitude on thefe occafions. 

And indeed his fenfe, turned quite contrary, is rather true . they being: no: 
fooner-recovered, but they extol their phyfician up to the heaverr.’ 

But does the difeafe increafe, and the patient grow worfe, frefh offerings are made,. 
which are more expenfive than the former ;. fo that thefe continue till the patient is 
reftored to his. priftine health, or dies. 

It frequently happens that one phyfician is difcharged'with 2 good reward, and another 
called-in his.ftead, who begins a-new,. and knows very well how. to make his advantage 
of his patient’s misfortune. ; 

- His 
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His firft bufinefs, juft lie the phyficians in Europe, is to condemn his predeceffor’s 
‘method, and decry him as an ignorant pretender ; upon which new and very expenfive 
offerings are to be made ; for this new comer, fearing the fate of him in whofe place he 
came, endeavours to make as great advantage as is poffible in his time ; to this end he 
makes ufe of fuch cunning frauds, that our Europeans, though bad enough, would be 
put out of countenance by them. But pray, fir, do not take this to be aimed at you; 
no, it cannot touch the honeft phyfician, and fuch I take you for. 

This change of phyficians fometimes happens twenty times or more fucceffively, ‘and 
at a continual and greater charge than with us; the Negrdes are fo ftrangely bigotted 
to thefe offerings, that they feveral times force the priefts to make them. ae 

The boys, which are either flaves or fervants to the Europeans, if they think they 
have a good mafter, will, as foon as he is feized by the leaft indifpofition, without his 
knowledge, go to the priefts to make offerings for him that he may retover his health ; 
and accordingly we have found upon the beds or in the chambers of fome of ‘our prin- 
cipal people, fome things confecrated or charmed by the prieft, laid there on purpofe 
to defend their mafter from death; and becaufe they know we are always difpleafed at 
it, they always do it in private, and conceal it fo well, that it is impoffible for us to 
difcover it before the perfon is dead, and they have had no time to remove it, 

The Mulatto women (of whom I have formerly faid fomething), who would fain pafs 
for Chriftians, than which they are nothing lefs, are extravagantly addiéed tq’ this 
fuperftition ; if one of them is married to, or kept by an European, who loves and pays 
her well; if he falls fick, fhe never fails to make rich offerings to the prieft, with much 
warmer zeal and {tronger reliance on the fuccefs of them than the Negroes themfelves : 
but what is moft deplorable and deteftable, is; that here are even fome Europeans, who 
not only think favourably of, and believe this idolatrous worfhip effectual , but intti- 
gate ‘their fervants to it; and are likewife grown very fond of wearing fome trifles 
about their bodies, which are confecrated or conjured by the prieft. 

The chief medicaments here in ufe, are firft and more efpecially lemon or lime-juice, 
Malaget, otherwife called the grains of Paradife, or the Cardamom, the roots, branches, 
and gums of trees, about thirty feveral forts of green herbs, which are impregnated 
with an extraordinary fanative virtue. » 

The remedies ufed here frequently feem pernicious in the cafe wherein they are given, 
and yet are found very fuccefsful, as an inftance of which, pleafe to take one of the 
moft common medicaments. 

In cafe of a violent cholic, they give to drink morning and evening for feverat days 
fucceflively’a good calabath of lime-juice and Malaget mixed, and in other difeafes full. 
as contradictory ingredients, But this is out of my province to talk of thefe things : 
wherefore I fhall rather leave it to you and others, better judges than myfelf; and only 
add, that how contradictory and improper foever thefe medicines tnay feem, yet I have 
feen feveral of our countrymen cured by them, when our own phyficians were at a 
lofs what to do. ee 

The green the principal remedy in ufe amongft the Negroes, are of: fiich 
wonderful _.. _t it is much to be deplored that no European phyfician has 
yet applied himfelf to the difcovery of their nature and virtue; for I do not only tma- 

ine, but firmly believe, that they would prove more: fuccefsful in the pradtice of 
phyfic than the European preparations, efpecially in this country, becaufe before they 
reach us they have loft all their virtue, and are moftly corrupted: befides which, our 
conftitution is im fome meafure changed here by the climate ; and therefore this country- 
zemedies, in all probability, are better for our bodies than the European. = 
. 32 Thofe 
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, Thofe who are to come to this country, may, if they pleafe, endeavour to explore 
thefe plants; for my part I fhall here take my leave of them, with only informing 
you, the better to evince the {trange efficacy of thefe herbs, that I have feveral time 
obferved the Negroes cure fuch great and dangerous wounds with them, that I have 
ftood amazed thereat. 

After all the above-mentioned methods have been tried and prove ineffectual, and 
the patient expires, this furnifhes his relations with freth bufinefs ; they are now to 
enquire into his death, or why he would die: for though it is probable ard apparent 
that he died a natural death, occafioned either by ficknefs, extreme old age, wounds, 
or fome mortal diftemper, this will not fatisfy them in the leaft ; it muft certainly pro- 
ceed from fome other caule, according to the proverb, “ Death is never without a 
caufe ;” which is no-where in the world better believed than here. Immediately the 
prieft and the relations muft enquire whether the deceafed was ever perjured in his 
life; if he was, they believe they have difcovered the caufe of his death, which was a 
punithment to the perjury : but if he be found innocent of this, the next inqueft to be 
made is, whether he had any powerful enemies, who may have laid Fetiches in his 
way, which might occafion his death (thefe Fetiches I have before defcribed), upon 
which fometimes fome of his enemies are attacked and examined very clofely ; and if 
he has been accuftomed to fuch practices, though never fo long pait, he will hardly 
come off with a whole fkin. . . : 

I cannot here pais by what happened to myfelf eight years paft, when I was at 
Axim : I was advifed, in order to the advancement of the Company’s trade, to fend a 
meffenger to the King of Dinkira ; in purfuance of which, I fent one of my fervants 
with a handfome prefent to him, who received him and the prefent very civilly, and was 
very well-pleafed with both. ‘The Brandenburghers had alfo {ent one of their young 
men with a prefent to him at the fame time ; whom this King received, as well as his 
prefent, with very great marks of friendship, he defiring to live in a good underftand- 
ing with the Europeans. Both thefe fervants waited at this prince’s court, expecting 
that he by the firft convenience fhould difpatch them both to their mafters; but after 
refiding there in expeation about fix weeks in vain, he died: which accident expofed 
their lives to the utm@ft danger ; for the relations of the deceafed, tidiculoufly fuppof- 
ing they had occafioned his death, feized and bound them; after which they made 
enquiry by their priefts whether the prefents they brought were not poifoned or con- 
jured: but thefe cheats were at this time fo honeft, that.in appearance, according to 

.«-their religious rites, they pronounced them innocent and declared them free; upon 

~ ywhich they were immediately releafed, and delivered from their dreaded death, and 
afterwards difpatched back to us with prefents. By this you may fee how we fall into 
danger here in this country, without the leaft reafon to fufpeét or fear-it. But now to 
return where J left off. 

If there -be'no fufpicion of poifon, then enquiry is made if his wives, children, and 
other fetboris about him, and his flaves, have attended him with due care, or been 
liberaléndugh in their offerings: but if no deficiency ‘can be , and confe- 
quently the caufe of the pérfon’s death is yet undifcovered ; then! ‘have recourfe to « 
the toft common and lait refuge, which is always at hand; the man died becaufe he 
was deficient in the performance of his religious rites; which we have already defcribed 
at large. y 3 : 

Then the prieft Goes to the dead perfon, and afks him why he died: if you afk who 
is the refponfor, I believe that Simon de Ures, who always brings the devil in for a 
hare of the play, as very frequently converfing with men, would jay, or rather fwear, 

ri that” 
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that he, in the fhape of the deceafed or their falfe god makes the anfwer: but if you 
would have my fentiments, I really believe the dead, the devil, and the falfe god, are 
all:three equally dumb, and therefore uncapable of anfwering: but the true anfwerer 
is the roguith prieft himfelf only ; who informs the relations as it belt fuits his interefts, 
that his god and the dead have made fuch anfwers; which to be fure, as before, are 
thofe which agree beft with their ends, and feem to have the greateft appearance of 
truth. This decifive anfwer of the prieft paffes for unqueftionable truth ; and accord- 
ing to what he fays they always adjuit. their affairs. 

But now I remember, that I have found it in a certain author, or rather more than 
one, laid down as a pofitive affertion, that the Negroes in doubtful cafes directly apply 
themfelves to the devil and afk advice of- him, governing themfelves according to his. 
anfwer: but on my own experience, I can affure you that it is utterly falfe and 
groundlefs ; and what is moft commendable in them, is, that they do not defire fuch 
a near acquaintance with the devil ; and all their queftions of moment in time of need, 
are addreffed to their falfe god, or rather in effect to their priefts, without ever fo 
much as thinking of the devil or his attendants; much lefs in hidden or doubtful 
cafes do they afk advice of him, or oblige themfelves to fquare their affairs to the rule , 
of his anfwer. ~ 

The cuftomary queftions to the dead are put in feveral manners: for inftance, fome 
men take the dead body in prefence of the prieft upon their fhoulders; and then it is 
afked, “ Did you not die for fuch a caufe?’ If he did, the men who hold him, 
by I know not what hidden impulfe, are obliged to incline the body towards the 
querent ; which is taken for an affirmative anfwer : otherwife they ftand ftill. : 

_ As foon as the fick perfon is expiretl, they fet up fuch a difmal crying, lamentation, 
and fqueaking, that the whole town is filled with it; by which it is foon publifhed that 
fomebody is lately dead: befides which, the youth of the deceafed’s acquaintance 
generally pay their laft duty of refpect to him, by firing feveral mufquet-thot. 

If the deceafed be a man, his wives immediately fhave their heads very clofe, and 
fmear their bodies with white earth, and put on an old worn-out garment; thus ad- 
jufted, they run about the ftreet like mad women, or rather fhe-furies, with their hair 
hanging upon their cloaths; withal making a very difmal and lamentable noife, con- 
tinually repeating the name of the dead, and reciting the great actions of his paft life: 
and this confufed tumultuary noife of the women lafts feveral days fucceffively, even 
till the corpfe is buried. ‘ 

If a principal man is killed in battle, and his companions have no opportunity, by“ 
reafon of the continuance of the war, to fecure, hide, or bury his body (for the funeral» 
rites muft be performed in their own country), his wives are then obliged in all that in- 
terval, to be in mourning, and a fhorn head. “oy 

A long time after, perhaps ten or twelve years, as opportunity ‘ffers,-the funeral 
ceremonies are renewed, with the fame pomp and fplendour as if they -had-died a few 
days paft : on which occafion alfo his wives again put on their mourning, ciffasle and 
adjuft themfelves ok nets 
" "Whilft the are lamenting abroad, the neareft relations fit by the corple; 
making a difmal noife, wafhing and cleanfing themfelves,:and farther performing the 
ufual ceremonies: the diftant relations alfo affemble from all places, to be prefent at 
thefe mourning rites ; he that is negligent herein being fure to bleed very freely if he 
cannot urge lawful reafons for his abfence. eh a 

The town’s people and acquaintance of thé deceafed come alfo to join their lamen-_ 
tations, each bringing his prefent of gold, brandy, fine cloth, ‘fheets, of fomiething 
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elfe; which, itis pretended, is given to. be carried to the grave. with the corple ; and 
the larger prefent of this nature any perfon makes, the more it redounds to his honour 
and reputation. : : : 

During this ingrefs and egrels of all forts of people, brandy in the morning and 
palm-wine in the afternoon are very brifkly filled about ; fo that a rich Negro’s 
funeral becomes very chargeable: for after all this, they are richly cloathed when put 
into the coffin; befides which feveral fine cloaths, gold Fetiches, high-prized corals, 
{of which I have feveral times fpoken), Conte de Terra, and feveral other valuable 
things are put into the coffin to him, for his ufe in the other life, they not doubting but 
he may have occafion for them. : 

The value and quantity of his coffin furniture is adjufted in proportion-to what the 
deceafed deft his heir, or perhaps to the heir’s conveniency. All this being over, and 
the relations and friends met together, after two or three days the corpfe is buried ; 
before which a parcel of young foldiers go, or rather run, continually loading and dif- 
charging their mufquets, till the deceafed is laid in the ground: a great multitude of 
men and women follow without the leaft order, fome being filent, others crying and 
fhrieking as loud as poflible, whilft others are laughing as loud ; fo that all their grief 
is only in appearance, 

As foon as the corpfe is in the ground, every one goes where they pleafe, but moft 
to the houfe of mourning, to drink and be merry, which lafts for feveral days fuccel- 
fively ; fo that this part of the mourning looks more like a wedding than a funeral. 

‘They fometimes keep a King, or a very great perfon, a whole year above ground ; 
and to prevent putrifaction, they lay the corpfe upon a wooden utenfil, like a grid-iron, 
which they put over a very gentle clear fire, that by flow degrees dries it: others inter 
their dead privately in their own houfes, though they give out that they preferve the 
corpfe in the former manner, and that in due time they will fee the funeral rites folemnly 
performed. The day being come, when the King is to be publicly buried, public notice 
thereof is given, not only to the people of his own nation, but other countries, which 
occafions fuch ‘2 vaft’concourfe as is really furprifing, each being curious enough to 
‘come to fee the funeral folemnities, and it is certainly very well worth while ; .fince, on 
this occafion, every-body is as richly habited as poffible, and one may fee more pomp 
and fplendour in one day, than at other times in feveral years. ; 

In fuch funerals as thefe, feveral flaves of the deceafed are killed and facrificed on 
his account, in order to ferve him in the other world ; as are alfo fome of his wives 

and efpecially the Boflums, or thofe which he in his life had dedicated to his falfe god, 

” ,peing one of his wives, and one of his principal fervants : but what is moft abominable, 
is, that feveral poor wretched men, who, through age or inability, are become inca. 
pable of labour, are fold on purpofe to be made victims in thefe accurfed offerings. 

It is a moft deplorable fpeétacle to fee thefe miferable creatures killed in the moft 
barbarous manner in the world; what with hacking, piercing, tormenting, &c. they 
enduzé a thoufand deaths. 

t-was not without the utmoft horror that I faw eleven perfona in this manner ; 
amongft which there was one, who, after having endured a deal of exquifite 
torture, was delivered to a child of fix years of age, who was to cut off his head, 
which it was abong.an hour in doing, not being ftrong enough to wield the fabre. 

Thefe human facrifices are in ufe amongtt thofe Negroes who are not fully fubject to 
our government, and live very diftant from our forts; but where we have any au- 
thority we do not fuffer them, though they will privately remove to other places, in order 
to perpetrate, this villany. : : 

a8 8 The 
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The Negroes generally build a fmall cottage or hut, of elfe plant a fittl¢ garden of 
vice on the grave, into which they throw feveral worthlefs goods of the deceafed, but 
not houfehold ftuff or other valuable moveables, as authors would have it: there is no 
fuch cuftom at prefent ; and, F believe, if F can judge of their nature, never was ix 
ufe, unlefs in the days of Methufatem, which is a little too far for either they or me 
to look. . 

At Axim, and other places, they place feveral earthen images on the graves, whicli 
are wafhed one year after the funeral; when they renew the funeral ceremonies in as 
expenfive a manner as at the interment itfelf. 

‘The Negroes are ftrangely fond of being buried in their own country ; fo that if any 
perfon dies out of it, they frequently bring his corpfe home to be buried, unlefs it be 
too far diftant, in which cafe they bury him there ; and if he have any friends or ac- 
quaintance there, they cut off his head, one arm, and one leg, which they cleanfe,, 
boil, and carry to his own country, where they are interred with frefh folemnity, as 
creditably as fuits with the circumftances of the defunct. ed 


LETTER XIV. — Defcribing the tame and wild Quadrupeds ; and firft the tame, viz:- 
Bulls, Cows, Sheep, Goats, Horfes, Affes, Hogs, Dogs, Cats, Rats, and Mice: 
after having treated of the Nature of thefe, the Author paffés to the tame feathered 
Kind, as Hens, Ducks, Turkeys, and Doves: after which he comes to the wild Beafts. 
~—A complete Defcription of the Elephant, and fome Writers on that Subjed charged’ 
with Errors: of the Buffolees, Tigers, Wood-hounds or wild Dogs, Caymans, wild’ 
Boars ; feveral Sorts of Harts, Hares, Porcupines, Hedge-bogs, Sluggards, wood or 
wild Rats, Boutees, Civet-cats, wild Cats, Mufk Mice, Berbes, Squirrels, Kokeboes, 
Legnanes, Arompos ; feveral Sorts of Apes, various Kinds of Lizards, Salamanders 3 
and a large Account of the Camelion, extracted from Monfieur de Bruyn’s Travels ; 
with the Bifrence betwixt thofe of Africa and thofe of Smirna. 


Sir, . 

PURSUANT to my promife in my laft, to give you a defcription of the animals of 
this country, I intend in this to treat of the four-footed beafts and tame birds; the: 
infects and wild fowl being referved to another opportunity. 

Beginning to deferibe the anitnals of this country, the firft which offer themfelves to- 
our view amongft the tame kind, are the horned cattle, fuch as the bulls, dxen; cows, 
goats, &c. Dinkirka, Afiante, Akim, and other in-land countries, abound with 
great numbers of thefe; but by reafon of the diftant fituation of thefetplaces, only a: 
few bulls and cows are brought to the coaft , but at Axim, Pocquefou, Elmina, and: 
Acra, great quantities are bred, and more efpecially at or about Acra, becaufe the: 
opportunity is there very convenient to bring them from the countries of Aquamboe: 
and Lampi. 

In all other | of the Gold Coaft we only find bulls and cows, for the Negroes 
are ignorant of  4way of gelding bullocks into oxen. At Axim thefe cattle have 
indifferent good pafture, and accordingly thrive and fatten very well, as alfo amongi{t 
the Brandenburghers at Pocquefou and Acra; but at Elmina and the circumjacent: 
country, they are always dry and lean, and confequently do not prove very delicate. 
This is the only place, by reafon of the Negroes ignorance, where the cows are milked ; 
but they yield fuch a quantity of wretched milk, that twenty or thirty are fearce fuff- 
cient to fupply the director-general’s table. if 
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Thee, aré fo very light and {mail,. that one of the beft cows,’ in her full growth, doth © 
not weigh above two hundred and fifty pounds,. though by their bulk they might rea- 
fonably be thought to weigh one half more; but all animals in this country, whether 
human or irrational, however they may be indifferent large, yet are very light, which 
Iam apt to think proceeds from their forry food, which, inftead of a firm, produces 
only a fpongy, loofe, and tough flefh ; hence all their beef is of an ungrateful tafte : 
notwithitanding all which, about twelve pounds fterling is commonly given for one of 
thefe beafts. 

The calves, which might reafonably be expected to be good, are but very indifferent, 
by reafon, of the poor milk they fuck from the cows; fo that both beef and veal prove 
here but very forry meat. 

There are great numbers of fheep, if I may fo call them, all over the coaft, but 
yet they are very dear. ‘Chefe fort of cattle are fhaped like ours in Europe, from which 
they differ only in fize, being not above half as big : they have no wool,’ but that 
want is fupplied with hair; fo that here the world feems inverted, for the fheep are 
hairy and the men wooly; that excrement in the Negroes being more like wool than 
hair. x 
Our mutton here does not bear the leaft fimilitude to that of Europe, this being very 
dry, infomuch that a nice eater will very feldom eat of it, and the common people, 
who are not very good at diftinguithing taftes, are obliged to forbear it, becaufe 
their purfes will not reach it. Well, let them be as bad as they will, the price is 
generally about feven or eight and twenty fhillings fterling. If any perfon is a great 
lover of mutton, he may improve to a tolerable degree, by gelding a young ram, and 
fattening him with fried barley meal; after which, though he is not comparable to 
European mutton, yet a curious palate may juft bear it. 

Goats are here in innumerable abundancé : they differ from thofe in Europe chiefly 
in fhape, being very fmall, but much fatter-and more flefhy than the fheep; for which 
reafon fome men prefer them, efpecially the he-goats, which, gelt young, in a fhort 
time grow bigger and very fat: the price of a full-grown goat is here about twelve or 
thirteen fhillings Englifh money. 

T cannot omit a ridiculous opinion of the Negroes concerning the goats : they tell us, 
rand alfo believe themfelves, that in the beginning of the world there was a certain 
goddefs, who ufed to anoint herfelf with odoriferous ointment and oil; which the he- 
goats perceiving, applied themfelves to her, defiring that the would pleafe to anoint 
theth with the fame ointment, which fhe feemed to confent to; but, indeed, inftead 
of the odoriferous, defignedly took a box of ftinking ointment, with which fhe 
anointed theirsbodies, whence they fmell fo ftrong to this day. ‘The he-goats, knowing 
no better than that it was the true unguent, were very well pleafed with it, and 
their breed continuing in the fame opinion, whenever it rains, fly always to fhelter 
themfelves fomewhere, left the water fhould wath off their delicious fcent. What 
think you of this, fir? Dare you affirm that beafts, in former days,did not fpeak, after 
fuch convincing proof as this? ; ; 

You muft not expeét that their horfes fhould be like Sejanus’s hele, or Alexander’s 
Bucephalus: and as their riders have no reafon to fear the accident occafioned by the 
former, fo they muft not expect the courage of the latter. They are fomewhat 
more like the northern horfes in fize, though nothing near fo well fhaped. On the 
Coat we have none, but there are great numbers in the in-land country ; they are very 
ill-fhaped : their heads and necks, which they always carry downwards, are very like 
thofe of an afs; they go as if they were falling, and will not ftir forwards, unlefs 
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forced on by blows, without which’ they would move but very flowly : they are fo very 
low, that a tall man, fitting upon their backs, may very near touch the ‘ground with 
his feet: but I fhall fay no more of them. : 

. There are alfo affes enough here, which are fomewhat higher than the horfes, and 
in their kind handfomer. We formerly had three or four on the fhore, but they do 
not live long, for want of good feeding, as I fuppofe. I do not find that the Negroes 
ufe them to carry burthens, but only to ride upon; for which purpofe, indeed, they 
are as good as the horfes here. 

Nor is there any want of hogs in the leaft ; but thofe bred by the Negroes, are really 
worth nothing, the fleth is fo flaggy and the bacon fo forry ; but thofe which we fatten 
ourfelves may pals for tolerable ones, though they are not comparable to thofe of 
Fida ; which, for the delicacy of the tafte and firmnefs of their bacon, -are not only as 
good as the European but better: a hog of ninety pounds weight is here fold for about 
three pounds fterling, notwithftanding they are {o indifferent as I have told you. ' 

To complete our tame quadrupeds, I hall touch upon their dogs, cats, rats, &c. 

The Negroes are great lovers of dog’s-flefh ; hence it is, that thofe who bring a dog 
here may fell him dear enough, the Negroes willingly giving a fheep for him, if any 
thing large, and fome will add fomething to-boot, in order to put him into their bark- 
ing or dog-fchool ; out of which they fell their puppies at the deareft rate. They pre- 
fer dog’s-fleth for their eating to that of cattle, and accordingly eftéem a'meal of that 
the beft treat they can take or give. : 

In procefs of time our dogs alter ftrangely here; their ears grow'long and fiff, like 
thofe of foxes, to which colour alfo they incline ; fo that in three or four years they 
degenerate into very ugly creatures; and in three or four broods their barking turns 
into a howl. : 

The cats are alfo efteemed_ufeful by the Negroes, but I never found that they eat 

. them, unlefs forced thereto by neceflity, as fome of our flaves, beirig under confine- 
ment, often kill and eat of them, if they can catch them; but we do not find that 
the cats are fubjeét to change like the dogs; on the contrary, they continue the fame. 

To augment the plagues of this country, it is peftered with fuch prodigious numbers 
of rats and mice, but efpecially of the former, that they are not a-little formidable, 
and do us no {mall injury, gnawing and ftealing all they can come at. 

Taking our leave of the quadrupeds, it is now fit we fay fomething of the tame ' 
fowl, whofe fpecies are fo few, that they will not take up much time; they confifting 
of hens, ducks, turkeys, and pigeons, the two latter being in our hands ; for that the 
Negroes have not any. 2 

‘The moft contmon are the cocks and hens, and therefore deferve thesfirft place: 
they are in great plenty all over the coaft, in time of peace ; for in war-time, as if thefe 
animals were refolved to have no fhare in the public calamity, there is fearce any of 
them to be had; and the proverbial advice of our Boors, “ Take care of your hens, 
the foldiers are coming,”’ feems to be very well followed here 3 for, as in time of peace, 
four of them may be bought for about tour fhillings and fixpence; fo in war-times it 
‘is well if we can get two for that price, 

” At Axim thefe fowls are very fat and good, though fmall; but about Elmina and 
other places of the Coaft, they are fo dty and clean, and contain fo little flefh, that a 
good ttomach would require fomething elfe to make up a meal, after eating three of 
them. . 

Next are the ducks, which have been but few years known on this Coaft. T-cannot 
tell from what country they were brought; but they have no ‘manner of affinity with 
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wthofe of Europe, not indeed are they ntuch like-thems beirig ane half Jarger, and af 
anather colour, commonly white; of blick;-white and brown mixt.... The drakes have 
ja-large red knob on theif bills, almoft like the turkeys, only it does not ‘thang fo loofe, 
‘but firmer, and is. very like a cherry: thefe ducks ought to be eaten young, for if they 
are old they are tough and infipid. 

“There are-no turkeys amongft the Negroes, but a few kept here for the director- 
general; and their flefh is no very great delicacy. 

‘We have great number of pigeons at fome of our forts, ali which are of the common 
be of field or wild-doves; which, when young, afford thofe who love them a good fort 

‘Thefe are all the tame animals which I find in this country ; our next tafk is to con- 
fider the wild beafts. 

“Tt is but reafonable that I fhould begin with that wonderful beaft the elephant, who 
{s endowed with fo many different, good and remarkable qualities, that, to rob him of 
the firft place among the beats, is a piece of injuftice. I fhall not recite a great many 
particulars,concerning him ; either becaufe-I cannot relate them upon my own obferva- 
‘tion, jor that feveral have done it already : befides which, fome authors have allowed 
‘themfelves to tell us feveral very ftrange and ill-digefted ftories concerning its copula- 
tion, pregnancy, bringing forth its young, its age, changing its teeth, and feveral other 
follies; and it is not without reafon that I call them fo. For, as far as I can learn, no man 
in the world ever faw how they engendered, nor can tell how long they go pregnant, 
in what feparable places they caft their young, or whether they change their teeth or 
not. Thefe are all-wild gueffes, of which we can get no information by tamed ele- 
_phants, and, therefore, this knowledge muft come out of the woods ; but how they 
come to converfe fo long with thefe wild beafts there as to obtain fuch an accurate ac- 
count of them, I can fearce believe any-body, except good old Pliny can pretend to it. 
The famous writer concerning all forts of books and hiftories, fays, according ‘to my 
beft remembrance, in one of his books, that Pliny has long fince been a fabulous ” 
writer ; but.that, at prefent, feveral of his relations have been confirmed by the dif- 
coveries of judicious travellers. : 

None, I believe, will deny that Pliny defcribes fome things truly ; but, on the other 
fide, is, beyond contradiction, wild, groundlefs, and falfe. ‘The fore-mentioned famous 
sauthor has frequently been too credulous on account of what he hath heard or read con- 
cerning foreign countries, as a great many examples in his works clearly prove; which 
vis no {mall fault in an author ; for, in my opinion at leaft, it feems inconfiftent with 
a good writer, to lay down as truth all which he can get by hear-fay of other countries, 
for he ought firft to confider, whether the relater of fuch ftrange things ever had a 
good opportunity of being well informed concerning them. But this carries me wide 
drom.my fabje€t; we fhall let Pliny alone, and return to the elephant, whom we find - 
‘here in, Africa to be a beaft of twelve or thirteen foot high, and, confequently, much 
lefs.than thofe in Ealt India, fince the writers concerning that country affure us, that 
its height there amounts to more cubits : befides this difference, they do not differ in 
their nature or fhape from thofe in other places. aes 

Thefe beafts prove very prejudicial to the fruit-trees, efpecially orange-trees, Bananas, 
and another fort of figs; of the laft of which, they eat both fruit and ftem. 

The Negroes alfo affirm, that the elephants, meeting any people in the woods, never 
offer any violence to them ; but that, if the fhot levelled at them miffes, they grow 
wery wild. But I have obferved dire@lly the contrary of one of them in our garden at 
‘Elmina the lat year, of which I have enough to relate to fill a whole letter ; wherefore 
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I bey pour patience till E-have difpatched this and: two mone, when J intend to entertain’ 
you with an entire hiftory: of ovr elephant and tiger-hunting ; riot doubting but thdt 
account will afford. you fomething. uncommon: and agreeable : wherefore‘ fulpend your 

tcuriofity fo long, and: permit me at prefent to recite what the Negroes and others affirm 
on their own knowledge, that they follow men into the water, where they put them 
into no fmail fright by their purfui. At Rio de Gabon, four, five, and mére de. 
phants have frequ€ntly pafled by me and my company without offering us any injury, 
but we were not courageous enough to prefent them with a few bullets, though véry 
well ftored ; for they are very difficult to be killed, unlefs the ball happens to light be- 
twixt the eyes and the ears; to which end, the bullet ought to be iron alfo. Their 
fkin is as good proof againft the common mufket lead-balls, as a wall; and if they"hit 
the mentioned place, becomes entirely flat. : 

The country here where the greateft number of elephants are found, is chiefly that 
before we come at the Gold Coaft, and is, from the multitude of their teeth which are 
there traded for, properly called the Tooth, or Elephants’ Tooth Coaft, extending “to 
the Gold Coaft, and takes in the country of Awine, Jummore, Equira, Abocroe, 
Ancober, and Axim, feveral elephants being daily killed in the faid places ; andthe 
wilder and lefs inhabited the lands are, the larger quantity of elephants and wild beafts 
are found. ; : 

Ante alfo doth not want thefe beafts, there being not only in the in-land countty 
multitudes of them fhot, but befides that they come daily to the fea-fhore, and fo near 
our forts, that they are in fight of. our people, and do a great deal of mifchief.. 

In the tract of land betwixt Ante and Acra, there are a few, though not. fo many 
as in the former countries, becaufe this place hath. long been reafonably well peopted, 
except the country of Fetu, which, for five or fix years paft, hath lain almoft wafte ; 
wherpfore there isa much larger number of elephants there at prefent than formerly. 

A great part of the country about Acra lying wafte and uninhabited, a great quan- 
tity ar¢ annually killed here. In the year 1697, one of an uncommon magnitude was 
killed near Acra, jult by our fortrefs, and no doubt but that he was at leaft full-aged, 
his two teeth weighing two hundred and twenty pounds ; from which you may infer that 
he was not very light himfelf. : ; 

In Ardra and Fida there are none, though in my time one was there killed, and the 
Negroes affirmed it was what had not happened in fixty years before ; for which rea- 
fon, I believe he had accidentally ftrayed from fome other country; for the in-land 
countries of Benin (which borders on Ardra), Rio de Calbary, Camerones, and feveral 
other adjacent countries, are fo incredibly overcharged with thefe beafts, that it is to 
be admired how the inhabitants live there. 

The vaft numbers of teeth traded for in thefe countries, clearly evince the great 
abundance of elephants here; but whether all thofe are taken from flaughtered 
elephants, or fome of thtm are found in the woods, or elfewhere, I cannot determine: 
though I am apt to think that here they come by them both ways; from whence it 
fhould feem that, as fome tell us, the elephants change their teeth; but this is utterly 
contradiéted by the great difference betwixt the teeth themfelves, fome of them weigh. 
ing one, two, or three pounds, and others progreffively heavy, till they amount to 
above one hundred pounds weight ; norisit in the lea{t probable, that a folid body, com- 
pofed of fuch hard fubftance as elephants’ teeth, can, in about twenty years’ time, 
grow from one to a hundred pounds weight: how this happens to encreafe, T muft own 
Tam ignorant. But I have dwelled too long on this fubject ; it is now time to take’ 
leave and turn to 4. beaft,. which, though vaftly different, yet, in fize, refembles the 
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the reft to that opportunity, 

__ Tigers, not very unlike the Buffaloes in fize, though they very-much differ in favage 
fiercenefg, are here incredibly numerous, of four or five forts, which differ as well in 
their fize as {pots. Whether leopards and panthers are a fpecies of tigers, I will not 
venture to determine, fince I have not yet met with any-body who could herein fatis. 
fatorily inform me. Turning to Pliny, I found him’ fo ignorantly miftaken, that I 
am refolved, in my defcription of animals, not to name him. ‘The Negroes diftinguith 
the tigers by feveral names, but how to tranflate them into our language, I cannot tell : 
wherefore, pafling over the feveral fpecies of them, I fhall only inform you, that they 
are all favage, fierce, voracious beafts, by means of which, daily tragical accidents 
happen. 

The {pare neither man nor beaft; but as long as they can fatisfy their appetites with 
the fleth of brutes, they will not.make any.attempts on. mankind ; but that being de- 
ficient, the firft of human fpecies that comes in his way is certainly dead. But of this 
more hereafter ; fo I thalhat prefent only tell you, that however fierce this beaft is, the 
young ones may be brought up fo tame that you may play with them, as with a.dog or 
cat: like the laft of which they are bearded. 

T have feen about eight of thefe tame tigers brought up at Elmina, of which the 
director-general has at.prefent two; but I have obferved ‘that in all of them thelr fell 
nature returns in time upon one occafion or another ; and that, though never fo tame, 
they are not to be trufted without great circumfpeétion. 

Next the tiger in fiercenefs is the jackall or wild dog; which is moftly found about 
Acra and Aquamboe, though there are fome now alf> hereabouts, This beait is fo 
bold, that it feizes and devours whatever comes in its way, whether man or beait, fuch 
as cows, hogs, fheep, &c. 

At night they. come under the walls of our forts at Acra to feize our hogs, or {natch 
a fheep out of the ftall; by which means feveral of them are caught in the following 
manner : — Our garrifon lay feveral well-loaded muikets with the lock covered with a 
{mall box, to which a cord is faftened with a piece of mutton, and fo placed, that they 
no fooner attempt to feize it than the mufket goes off; and they, in the reward of their 
thievery, get three or four bullets in the head. This expedient feldom miffes, if due 
care be taken in laying of the mufkets, F 

The Cayman, better known by the name of crocodile, claims the next place in our 
delcription of rapacious beafts, for fo I call the crocodile alfo, not becaufe I have ob- 
ferved him to be fo; not having ever heard, during the whole time of my refidence 
here, that they devoured either man or beaft ; but becaufe I have both read and be- 
lieve feveral relations of their voracious fiercene{s. . 

All the rivers in this country are peftered with vaft fhoals of them, efpecially at 
Lama and Boutry; at the latter of which I have feen fifty in. one day, and amongit 
thefe fome that I gueffed to be about twenty foot long. 

The crocodile is already defcribed by feveral authors; wherefore I fhall only add 
what they have forgotten or omitted. ‘Their bodies are covered with fuch a hard fkin 
and fquare fcales, that it is impoffible to kill them with a mufket-ball; and the caps 
which the Negroes make of it are as hard as bone, and cannot be cut through with 
one ftroke of a hanger, being very like.the land tortoife-thell, Theit bellies are fofter, 
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which, therefore, they do not frequently expofe to danger; {o that they.can hardly be 
_fhot dead at any other place’than their heads. On very hot days, ,when.the fun ‘fhines 
very warm, great numbers of them lie bafking on the banks of the rivers; and as foon 
as they perceive any: men -near-hand, they fteal towards the rivers and plunge them- 
felves into them with great violence, immediately fheltering themfelves under. water. 
Thefe creatures do not feem fwift enough to run after, and overtake men, who are fly- 
ing from them by land, fuppofing them not to fteer a crooked courfe to avoid them, 
though it may be poflible; I fhould not much fear them on land, any more than I 
fhould ‘truft them in the water, though, indeed, I never heard any mifchief they did 
there. ; 

‘Lheir colour is dark brown, and they may pafs for very ugly beafts. 

And as for their crying, and other fubtleties to catch men, I believe it as much as the 
Jews do the Gofpel. 

The fierce wild boars are reckoned among the rapacious beafts; and, indeed, thofe 
in Europe very defervedly: but here on the Gold Coaft we have very few, and ‘thefe 
not near fo wild as in Europe. I have feveral times eaten of them here, arid found 
them very delicious and very tender meat, the fat being extraordinarily fine. ; 

Next thefe voracious bealts we come to a milder fort of wild beafts.:: amongft which 
I fhall firft treat of the harts; with which fpecies this country moft plentifully abounds, 
they being found all along the Gold Coaft in incredible numbers, efpecially at. Ante and 
Acra, where we fometimes fee droves of one hundred together. 

The Negroes tell us that thefe beafts are fo fubtle, that in all marches they detach one 
of their number as a fentry to watch whether any man be near, and advertife the reft 
for the truth of which I will not be obliged, but remember to have read fomething of 
that nature of thofe of other countries. — Sd 

There are about twenty feveral forts of thefe beafts here, fome as.large.as frnall cows, 
others no bigger than fheep, cats, &c.3 moft of them are red, with a black lift’on the. 
back, fome of them red beautifully ftreaked with white. All of them are very good 
to eat, but more efpecially two forts, which we alfo efteem very delicate. The firft 
fort are of a pale moufe colour, and, though they are both of one fpecies, yet they 
differ fomewhat in their fhape; the feet of one being a little higher than thofe of the 
other, though the beafts are both of the length of about two feet. 

There is alfo a fort not above half fo big, of a red colour, which are extraordinarily 
beautiful. creatures; they have fmall black horns and little legs, indifferent long in pro- 
portion to their bodies, but fo very fmall, that fome of them are not -bigger than the 
fmall part of a tobacco pipe; one of which I have. fent you-fet in gold for want of 
drawing, and, therefore, hope your favourable acceptance. 

There is a hart about four foot long, of a flender thape; his feet are very long ; .he 
hath a long head and ears, is of an orange colour ftreaked with white. : 

Thefe harts are {wifter of foot than moft men know, but that fort of which you have 
the foot are extraordinarily fwift, and ftrangely agile.in leaping for fuch fmall creatures ; 
fome that we have caught I have feen leap over a wall of ten or twelve foot high. The 
Negroes call this the King of harts. ‘ 

At Apam, Acra and Fida, there is a fort of hares not unlike ours, which plentifully 
abounds at thefe three places; but with reference to this I have fufficiently detained 
you in my letter defcribing Ardra, 

Here are alfo porcupines, but no great number, or at leaft very few of them are 
brought to us, They grow to the height of two;.or two foot and a half, and bite fo 
tharply, that no wooden work. can withftand them. 
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“Yona pit éne of them into a fat; not doubting but T had very well fecured him, but 
it aie night's {pace he eat his way through, and that atthe middle where the flaves 
were inoft bent outwards. . : 

This beatt is fo daring, that he ventures to attempt the largeft, and moft dan- 
gerous {nake; of which more hereafter. When he is provoked, he fhoots his quills - 
(which are about two fpans long), at both man and beaft, with fuch violence, that if 
they happen to hit on a board they ftick in it. The Negroes and fome Whites highly 
value its fleth as very nice food. 

I have here alfo feen a fort of creatures not unlike our hedge-hogs, only they cannot 
roll thenfelves as ours are accuftomed to do. 

There is a creature, by the Negroes called Fotto, but known to us by the name of 
fluggard, doubtlefs from its lazy fluggifh nature; a whole day being little enough for 
it to advance ten fteps forward. 

Some writers aflirm, that when this creature has climbed upon a tree, he doth not 
leave it until he hath not only eaten up the fruit, but the leaves entirely, and then de- 
fcends fat and in very good cafe,’ in order to get up into another tree + but, before his 
flow pace can compafs this, he becomes as poor and lean as it is poffible to imagine ; 
and, if the trees be high, or the way any thing diftant, and he meets with nothing on 
his journey, he inevitably dies with hunger, betwixt one tree and the other. Thus it is 
reprefented by others, but I will not undertake for the truth of it, though the Negroes 
are apt to believe fomething like it. 

This is fuch a horribly ugly creature, that I do not believe any thing befides fo very 
difagreeable is to be found in the whole earth ; its fore feet are very like hands, the 
head ftrangely difproportionately large ; it is _of a pale moufe colour, but it was then 
very young, and his fkin yet fmooth; but when old, as I faw one at Elmina in the 
year 1699, it is red and covered with a fort of hair as thick fet as flocks of wool. I 
know nothing more of this animal, than that it is impoffible to look on him without 
borror, and that he hath nothing very particular but his odious uglinefs. 

There are a fort of beafts which lurk in the fields here, like rats, but bigger than 
cats; we call them wild rats. They are continually amongft the fowed corn, and do 
a great deal of damage. a‘ 

"Their flefh is by fome Europeans and the Negroes held a great delicacy ; and, indeed, 
nothing hinders its paffing for fuch but its difagreeable afpeét and fhocking name, 
which create fome averfion in the eater: but thofe who can ftep over this, like it ex- 
traordinarily well; and to remedy as much as poffible its ugly igure, fome cut off the 
head, feet, and tail, before they bring it to the table ; and then it certainly paffes on 
thofe who do not know what it is, for a very grateful difh; for they are fat, tender, 
and very agreeable. 

‘There is alfo another fort of wild rats, which are chiefly found at Axim; they are 
as long as the former, but their bodies are very flender, and they are otherwife called 
Boutees: very few befides the Negroes eat thefe. They do an incredible deal of da- 
mage to the ftores of millet and rice, that the Negroes have laid up. in their houfes 5 
and in one night fpoil more fowed corn, than it is poflible for one hundred domettic 
rats to do; for they are not content to fatiate themfelves, and carry off fome with them, 
but they befides fpoil alt where they come. 

Here are three or four forts of wild cats ; of which the Civet-cat is one; which at 
prefent is fo welt known in Holland, that I need only acquaint you that they are brought 
to be fold to us very young, and then we give about eight or nine fhillings fterling 
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A larpe thare of trouble and careful attendance is fequifite:te breed them up: their 
food is pap boiled or made of millet, with a little fleth or fifh. They produce civet 
when even very young; of which that of the males is better than that of the females, 
becaufe the latter cannot avoid urining into the civet bag, which fpoils it. 

I can fay nothing particular of the remaining wild cats, but that they are {potted 
like tigers, and are as fierce, doing ‘a great deal of mifchief amongft the hens where 
they can come at them. 

{have feen very {mall mice, which afford a pleafant and odoriferous mufky fcent, 
but cannot find that they have any bags like the civet-cats; which inclines me to be- 
lieve that the pleafant odour proceeds from the fkin. . 

Here are yet three or four forts of {mall quadrupeds ; the firft of which is a kind of 
cat, only its fnout is much fharper, and the body is {maller, and {potted like the civet- 
cats. The Negroes call it Berbe, and the Europeans Wine-bibber, becaufe it is very 
greedy of palm-wine. 

The fecond fort are not much bigger than a domeftic rat ; of a red and grey colour, 
mixed with {mall white fpecks in their hair; the tail being of long hair, fo {peckled, 
and about three fingers broad; fo that it very agreeably may reach from behind to 
their head: thefe are alfo called Wine-bibbers, though the name of fquirrel would fit 
them better. 

The third fort, when full-grown, are about as big again and red. This is a very 
mifchievous creature, and bites very violently; and flies at man and beaft without 
any diftinGtion, if driven thereto by neceflity. It is called Kokeboe, and is a cruel 
perfecutor of cocks and hens, though not in the fame manner as Mr. Focquenbrog 
informs us. ; 

They have no need of fuch fubtilty, being {wift enough to catch the hens and 
ftrong enough to carry them off when they have them. Ihave had feveral, but never 
found any of them with red buttocks, though I have diligently enough examined 

them. 

What Focquenbrog fays farther, concerning this animal, I dare not confirm; not 
only becaufe I have not found it fo myfelf, but never yet faw the European or Negro 
who agreed with him, ° 

The remaining beaft or beafts, for there are more than one fort of them, we are here 
fo little acquainted with, that I fhall pafs them over without any defcription, and en- 
deavour to give you an account of an amphibious animal, that lives as well in. the 
water as on Jand; this is the Leguaen: it is fhaped almoft like a crocodile, but feldom 
exceeds four foot in length ; its body is black fpeckled, with round fort of eyes, and 
the fkin very tender. He injures neither man nor brute, the hens only excepted ; 
among which he fometimes makes a great flaughter. Several Europeans eat their fleth, 

“and all unanimoufly agree that it is much finer meat than cocks or hens. 

There is an animal who keeps in the woods ;_his body is long and flender ; to which. 
is joined a long tail; at the end of which is a hairy fort of brufh: he is of a pale 
colour, fomewhat inclining to brown; his hair is: long and. thin. The Negroes: call 
him Arompo or Man-eater, becaufe his food is dead men, to come at which.he greedily 
grubs out the earth of their graves, as if he had notice of fome perfons there hid. 

‘The Negroes report that having dug to a dead body, he does not immediately fall on 
it, but goes round it feveral times; to what end I cannot tell; but they explain it, 
that he thereby hints the unlawfulnefs and a certain fort of impoffibility of feizing 
another man’s goods, without doing fomething, or giving himfelf fome trouble on that 
account firft. ; ' 

The: 
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Theinyftery of this is-not hard to unravel. I ath aptito-think that this bealt is 
feized with a fear natural ‘to all brutes; and'therefore only looks round about to fee if 
there-be any man likely to force his prey feom him. 

It is time we fay fomething concerning the apes, which are here above one hundred 
thoufand in number, and of fo many various fpecies, that it is really wonderful as well 
as it is impoffible for me to defcribe them all; wherefore I fhall only touch on fome 
them. 

The firft and moft common fort,’are thofe we call Smitten, of a pale moufe colour, 
and grow to a wonderful fize: I have myfelf feen one of five foot long, and not 
much ‘efs than a man; they are very mifchievous and bold. It feems incredible 
what an Englifh merchant here affirmed to me for truth; that behind the Englifh fort 
at Wimiba, (where there is a terrible number of thefe apes; that are fo bold, that they 
will attack a man, as he related,) among{t others they fell upon two of their Company’s 
flaves, which the apes had overpowered, and would have poked out their eyes, if they 
had not been timely refened by fome Negroes; for they, to complete their defign, had 
gotten fome fticks ready. ; 

You, as well as myfelf, are at liberty what credit to give to this {tory. But, indeed, 
thefe are a terrible pernicious fort of brutes, which feem to be made only for mifchief. 

Some of the Negroes believe, as an undoubted truth, that thefe apes can fpeak, but 
-will not, that they may not be fet to work; which they do not very well love: this is 
their opinion of them. 

‘As the former fort of apes are very ugly, fo the next are exaétly like them, only 
four of them put together would not be fo large as the other; and their beft quality 
is that they are fo docile that they will learn whatever they are taught. 

‘The third fort are very beautiful, and generally grow to the height of about two 
foot; their hair is as black as pitch, and above a finger’s length: they have a long 
white beard ; whence they are called bearded little men, or bearded monkeys, Of their 
{kins are made the Tie-tie’s caps ; mentioned in another letter of mine. ‘Lhe Negroes 
fell thefe monkeys to one another for about eighteen or twenty fhillings; and when 
they bring them to us, we do not refufe them at that price. : 

There are, befides this, two or three forts of monkeys, each alike handfome, but 
one half lefs than the other, with fhort hair of a mixed colour, partaking of grey, 
black, white, and red: and for the moft part they have a white breaft and beard. 
But hold, inftead of a fheet or two of paper, I could fill a whole book in defcribing the 
various forts of apes; which I cannot think worth while, and fo had rather difpatch 
this fubje€&t out of hand; only informing you, that of the {maller apes there are not 
above twenty forts: all which are very fine; but what is moft unhappy, {fo extraordi- 
narily tender, that it is very rare that‘we can rear any of them, much lefs bring them 

, to Europe. 

I muft yet add, that their thievifh nature, which feems to come into the world with 
them, is common to al! of them; and I have feen them go very fubtilly to work in the 
ftealing of millet and fruit: in each paw they take one or two ftalks of millet, av 
much under their arms (if I may fo call them), two or three in their mouths; and thus 
laden they march away, continually leaping upon their hind legs; and if they are pur- 
fued, they hold that in their mouth fait, but throw away the reft, that it may not hinder 

_ them in their fight. 

But their carrying fo much Milhio or millet together, is not to be compared to 
their nice curiofity in ftealing it; for every ftalk of millet they pluck is narrowly 
examined; and if they do not like it, they throw it away and pull another: fo that 
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this delicacy of theirs, occafions more damage than their thievery. And now I thall 
bid the apes farewell. : 

Here are every where thoufands of lizards; efpecially all along by the walls of our 
forts; whither they come in queft of food, which chiefly ‘confilts in {piders, worms, 
’ flies, and other fuch like. There are various fpecies of them; fome of the largeft 
having a tail about a foot long, and a hand broad; of a dark colour, and half their 
head red: the reft are about the fame fize, and differ only in colour. 

They are almoft all of them ugly and that to a fhocking degree, except thofe that 
follow, which may pafs for fomewhat more tolerable, 

Thefe are chiefly a fort about half as big as the other, and are green; next to 
which is another fort one half lefs than the laft; they are of a grey colour, and creep 
all up and down our chambers, cleanfing them from all {mall vermin: thefe we call 
falamanders. 

‘That the lizards forewarn men again{t {nakes and other venomous creatures, I be» 
lieve to be as true as that the falamanders continue alive in the fire: unlefs one would 
affirm that this report is owing to the antipathy betwixt the falamander and the fire, 
that being much of the coldeft nature of all the lizards; and this opinion I could 
eafily fubfcribe to, at leaft for fo long till fuch are found, which according to the 
ancients live in the fire. 

To conclude this letter, I fhall add two fmall animals; which former times have 
prefented us with large, but very wild accounts of. : 

The peculiar natural colour of the one is green fpeckled with grey ; and the other 
green, and fire-colour and grey mixed together. ‘[hefe animals are very rare, and 
deferve a more particular defcription. ; 

Several have already undertaken it, but amongft them all I like none better than 
Father N. N. and Monfieur Cornelius de Bruyn in his travels in Afia. What he hath - 
told us I mutt entirely confirm, without being able to add any thing; thefe here being 
exactly of the fame nature with thofe he defcribes : wherefore, not being able to pre- 
fent you with a better defcription, I fhall give it you in his own words, fomewhat 
abridged. 

id whith I,” faid he, ‘ with great fatisfaction, not much encumbered with the 
prefling neceflities of life, pafled my time at Smyrna, I had an opportunity of getting 
fome camelions into my hands; and being curious to difcover how long they 
would live, I commonly kept four of them in a large cafe, and fometimes let them 
run loofe in my chamber, and frequently brought them into the great hall of the houfe, 
where the wind breezed through from the fea-fide, when they feemed britker than 
before, and opened their mouths to imbibe the freth air. 

“ It is firmly afferted by naturalifts, that thefe creatures live on air: and, indeed, ex« 
perience confirms it in fome meafure; for I never faw mine eat or drink any thing 
except a few flies ; of which hereafter. 

“ It is alfo true, that they frequently change their colour; I have myfelf feen their 
colour alter three or four times in half an hour, without any colour being thereabouts 3 
which I foon drew both in miniature and oil-colours. 

“* The colour which they chiefly change to, is a-very fine green {potted with yeliow, 
as beautiful as any pencil can exprefs it ; fometimes alfo it is {potted with brown {pots : 
and thus is the whole body adorned, tail and all. Sometimes, they change to a brown 
colour like that of moles. 

‘* Their ordinary colour is grey, or rather pale moufe colour; the fkin very thin and 
almoft tranfparent : they moftly change to a lizard colour. But as to their changing 
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to the ‘colour of all things, which are placed near them, experience has informed me 
that the naturalifts are here in.the wrong, for they do not change to red, nor feveral 
other colours; though I muft own that I have obferved fudden changes in them on 
that account. 

“ [never could keep them alive above five months, and moft of them die in four. 
I was very curious to know what their inteftines confifted of: wherefore 1 opened one ; 
in which I found fome eggs, about as big as thofe of fmall birds, being all joined 
together as if in a thread, but no guts or any thing elfe. ‘The tongue was the moit 
remarkable of all, being as long as the whole animal. With this they catch flies, as 
they tell us; which is done in the following manner : —~ The camelion holds himfelf 
very ftill, and when a fly comes in his way, he darts out his tongue with utmoft 

<{wifinefs, grafps them with the fharp point of it, and draws them in; to which purpofe 
his large wide mouth, which he opens, is very convenient. 

« JE this beaft is defirous to defcend from any height lower, he very carefully ad- 
vances, firft one foot and then the other; which are afterwards followed with the fame 

~ caution by the hind feet, his tail curling about one thing or other in the meanwhile ; 
by which he can hold faft ; which continues as long as he finds any afliftance by it, and 
then falls flat to the ground. ‘Vheir march is very flow. = 

« Some would have it that the camelion moftly keeps his mouth open; but I have 
very feldom obferved it, and fearce ever when I did not carry them to a place where 
they could have the pleafure of imbibing the air; then, indeed, they ftretched their 
mouths wide open, and difcovered by their motion and frequent changing their colour, 
the pleafure they were fenfible of. “heir eyes are round, very black, and obfervably 
fmail; but what is moft remarkable, is, that they can direét one of them to one fide, 
and the other to another: fo that at once they can look upwards and downward.” 

Thus far Monfieur de Bruyn ; to which I dhall only add the difference which I have 
obferved betwixt thofe of Smyrna and this country ; which chiefly is firft, that they here 
live as many years as Monfieur de Bruyn fays months: but then we put them in a 
garden upon one of the trees ; upon which they continue fitting fome time. before they 
defcend. ‘They have alfo feveral times been fent to Europe, and got over alive, 

The fecond difference is, that I have not obferved any of thefe here with their mouths 
open, and confequently have not feen the tongue or fly-catching ; which yet does not 
difengage me from believing Monfieur de Bruyn: but on the contrary, I take it for 
undoubted truth what he fays on that head ; for his defcription being fo exaét, it is pro- 
bable enough that he obferved it. 

In all other particulars they entirely agree ; fo that I neither can-nor will fay any more 
of them, than that Monfieur de Bruyn might better have compared their eggs to thofe 
‘of lizards, than of fmall birds; for I have obferved in all quadrupeds and creeping 
anjmals which do not bring forth their young, but lay eggs, for inftance, lizards, 
camelions, leguanes, fnakes, and tortoifes; that their eggs are not covered with any 
hard hell, but rather with a thick flefh, which is pliable and weak. What do you 
think, fir, is not this letter fairly lengthened? I think it is: wherefore it is high time 
to end the fame; having at prefent nothing more than that 1 am with all my heart, 
Yours, &c. - 
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LETTER XV.— Treating fir/t of the feathered Kind, viz. of two Species of Pheafants, 
Partridges, wild Ducks of two Sorts, Turtle-doves, Crooked Bills, Snipes, and other 
edible though unknown Birds ; of Crown-Birds, beautiful green Birds, blue and white 
Herons, Portuguefe*, Eagles, Kites ; a certain River-Bird, very fine ; Crown-Birds 
on the Gold Coaft ; Pokkoe, a large Fowl fo called by the Negroes, and valued for his 
Uglinefs ; as alfo another about the fame Size, but handfomer : — Of four Species of 
granivorous Birds ; a fmall beautiful River-Bird, Parochites, Parrots, Star-birdst. 
—— Of Frogs and Toads, fome of which are very large. — Of the great Numbers and 
various Sorts of Snakes, fome of which have two Heads: of Scorpions ; a Sort of 
Scolopendria, or many-footed Worms, and feveral other Species of Infetts. — Of Bees. 
— Multitudes of Ants, and their ftrange Nature. — Of the feveral Sorts of Fifh, as 
Brazilian Cod, Jacks, Plaice, Flouhders ; a Fifh called Sifie Pampher by the Negroes ; 
C—coverer, and feveral other large Fifb ; feveral Sorts of Bream, Stompneufes or flat 
Nofés, Boardmanetjes or Pouts, Mackerel, Safer, Aboci, Ray, Soles, Dabs, Lobfters, 
Crabs, Prawns, Shrimps, Sprats, Karmou, Mullets and Batavia ; alfo three voracious 
Fifbes, viz. Noordkapers, Sword-Fifhes, and Hays or Requiens. 

Sir, : . ‘ : 

IN my laft having at large defcribed the wild quadrupeds and tame fowl ; it remains 
that I fhould treat of birds, reptiles, infects, and fith. : 

To begin our account of birds, with thofe which are edible; I fhall beftow the 
firft place on the pheafant: of which vaft numbers are found about Acra, in the pro- 
vince of Aquamboe, in and about Apam in the Acrafe country; being extraordinarily 
beautiful, and about the fize of a hen; their feathers fpeckled with a bright blue and 
white, encircled with a fky-coloured ring about their necks, about two fingers broad, 
and adorned with a very fine black tuft on their heads: in a word, it is as beautiful a 
bird as nature furnifheth among the terreftrial fpecies, and next to gold (which I always 
efteem the moft precious) is the moft charming rarity that Guinea produces. 

‘There is a bird which we here call the Fidafe pheafant, becaufe they are moft fre- 
quently %bferved in that country, though they are befides fometimes caught on the 
Gold' Coatt. . 

This bird is almoft as big as the former, though not near fo beautiful. His body is 
grey and white, a little fpeckled with blue: his head is bald, and covered with a hard 
callous fkin, which is all over knotty: his bill is yellow; froth whence to the head 
grows out on each fide a red jollop. ; 

To the pheafants it will be proper to add the partridges ; of which there is a vaft 
quantity alt over the Gold Coaft, though we have no great numbers of them to eat, 
by reafon of the want of fportfinen: but at Fida they are as plenty as can be defired, 
and at a very low price; and when in feafon are very good food. ; 

Nor do we want wild ducks, which are here very delicate, and only differ from 
thofe in Europe by being fomewhat {maller. , 

There are here two forts of them; of the firlt of which, during the whole time of 
my refidence on the Coalt, I have feen but two, which were fhot by the director’s 
trumpeter : in fhape and fize they were not unlike other ducks ; but they were of a 
very beautiful green colour, with fine red bills and feet: their colour was fo deep and 
charming, that if they had been alive and to be fold, 1 fhould not have boggled to have 
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given ten pounds fterling for them. It is remarkable. that before nor fince that time 
none of that fpecies have been feen. : 

. And for about four months paft, I have feen but one of the fecond fort; which was 
alfo fhot by one of the garrifon, and was fhaped like the former: his feet and bill were 
yellow, and his body adorned with an equal mixture of green and grey ; but not near 
fo fine as the former. 

There are here two, or rather three fpecies of turtle-doves ; the firft are fmall, of a 
bay colour, and eat very well, being much tenderer than the fecond, which are of a 
much brighter colour: the third fort, being’ as tough and large as thefe, are of a very 
beautiful green; their bills and feet are yellow; they have a few red feathers, and their 
eyes are encircled with large white fpeckled rings; fome of which are intermixed with 
blue. 

There is a very large rock above our fort at Axim, two or three mufquet-fhot from 
the ramparts ;, which is very thick grown with underwoods, where thoufands of thefe 
two lait forts of turtles harbour, and by reafon the rock is fo clofely covered with 
thofe plants, we can catch but very-few; for if we fhoot them, and they fall down, 
they are never found. Every evening they come.there to rooft, and in the morning 
take their flight in queft of food. ‘ 

Crooked-bills and feveral forts of fnipes are very common here; feveral of them 
prove good food, but moft are fo tough that they are not very much valued. 

We have here alfo multitudes of all forts of large and {mall birds, which are fhot 
and eaten ; but befides that we are unacquainted with them, they are not diftinguithed by 
any particular names. 

As for thofe which are not edible, but are only kept for beauty and rarity (fuppofing 
them to be caught), of the moft common there are feveral at Fida, and in the whole 
country of Ardra, and alfo few at and about Acra. 

Their legs and body are about the fize of a ftork, and they are called Crown-birds, 
from the great yellowifh tuft or crown intermixed with fpeckled feathers, ftrutting like 
hogs’ briftles, with which their heads are adorned: their bodies are chiefly covered 
with black feathers, and their wings furnifhed with large, red, yellow, whWe, and 
black quills: their heads are beautified with purple. {pots, half a thumb’s BAédth on 
each fide, and the forepart of their head is very clofely covered with a perfect black 
downy fort of feathers; which at a diftance feems to be black velvet. 

Thefe birds feem to be in great efteem in Europe, fince we are inceffantly folicited 
by fome gentlemen to fend them over: and I have been told that they prefumed to 
_prefent one of them to the King of England, who was alfo pleafed to accept-of it, 
But, for my part, I cannot perceive any fuch extraordinary beauty in them; for befides 
their head and neck, there is nothing very rare ; the reft of their body being rather dif. 
agreeable than fine. ; 

But the bird of which 1 have fent you the draught, on the contrary, is not lefs beau- 
tiful than rare ; for though moft of the other birds are to be found all over the coajft, 
I never faw this any where but at Apam, where! am apt to think there are great num- 
bers of them; becaufe fending out two days fucceflively, in a fhort time 1. had ene 
brought me fhot dead; for otherwife they are not eafily taken.. 

They are very like a parrot, having exaétly fuch a bill, which is dark yeHow; the 
breaft and whole under part of their body is of a very fine green colour; the upper 
part, grey, red, fky-colour and deep blue, very agreeably intermixed: the head, 
neck and tail, which are all green, render this bird very. charming ;. the feathers rife 
on his head like a comb ; he hath large eyes, above and below which are two of the moit 
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beautiful red rays that can be imagined. ~To conclude, this bird is not-to- be paralleled 
for beauty. ‘ vo oe wa 

Here in two forts of herons obfervable, the blue and the white both which we 
might have placed amongft the edible fowl, fince feveral here eat them., oS 

In thefe parts is allo an unknown bird, as big in the body as a goofe, moftly white, 
which we call Portuguefe, which is alfo eaten by fome few. 

Nor are eagles wanting here, fuch as are in Europe, or at leaft not very different 
from them. 

Here is alfo another ravenous bird on the coaft, very like a falcon, and though but. 
a little bigger than a dove, yet he is fo bold and ftrong, that he attacks and flies away 
with the largeft chickens. ; : 

The third fort of birds of prey on this coaft, are the kites; thefe fteal all they can: 
difcover and carry off, befides chickens, whether flefh or fifth; and that fo boldly, that 
they frequently feize the latter in the hands of the Negro-women as they are going 
along the ftreet or fitting in the market. ee 

There is a fowl which harbours near lakes and rivers, and may very well pals for 
a fine bird; he is about as large as a chicken, the upper part of his body black or. . 
brown, fpeckled with white, and the under, either deep yellow or red he hath alfo: 
a tuft of {peckled feathers rifing like a comb ; and his bill in proportion. to his body is: 
extraordinarily thick and long. . : 

I have prefented you with a Fedafe crown-bird, and with I could alfo fend you a. 
draught of the fort found’on the Gold Coaft, and then you would obferve a. great diffe. 
rence, it being twice as fine,and of ten various colours, as green, red, blue, fky-- 
colour, brown, black, white, &c. and what is very obfervable, they have a long tail, 
out of which the Negroes pull the feathers to wear on their heads, We call them 
crown-birds, becaufe fome have a beautiful blue, and others a gold-coloured crown or 
tuft on their heads. Monfieur Focquenbrog mentions peacocks that he faw at the river 
Boutry, which can be no other than thefe birds, for here are no peacocks on the Coaft. 

There is a bird, which though ugly enough may be efteemed rare ; for I-dare aver 
that th@awhole world doth not produce his like} -he is exactly of the fize of a goofe,. 
his ‘are extravagantly long and broad, covered with dark-coloured. feathers; the 
under part of his body is overlpread with ath-coloured feathers, if I may fo call them, 
tor it is really difficult to diftingnifh them from hair: under his neck he hath a crop. 
or maw about a {pan long and as thick as a man’s arm, which looks like a red ‘kin 3. 
in this he hoards his food, as the monkeys do in their Alfoaches. His neck,. which is 
pretty long, and the red knob in the nape, is furnifhed with feathers as well as the 
under part of the body; his head, in proportion to his body, is much too large, and, 
excepting a very few hairs he hath, is very bald ; his eyes are large and black, his: bill: 
extraordinarily thick and long ; his food is fifh, of which he devours as much at. once: 
as would fuffice four men ; he catches the fifh. thrown to him very nimbly, and-throws. 
them down whole into his crop. He is a great lover of rats, which. he alfo fwallows 
whole, and which we have-often obliged him to vomit; for as he runs on the out-- 
works of the caftle,. to divert ourfelves, we caufe him to. be brought above ; when, as 
though he-defigned us a fervice, he brings up:a half-digefted rat out of his crop and: 
lays it at our feet. ° ; are 

It is agreeable-enough to fee a little boy, or our dogs fet on him, upon which -he 
will very ftrangely, arm himfelf for oppofition, pecking. and ftriking them with his bill 
very artificially, and they. repulfing him, which.was like two. pieces of. woed ftruck. 
againit. each other, or a. paix of. fnappers.. : a 

'Thefe 
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* ‘Thefe being all his good as well as bad qualities; ¥ leave yout judge-~whether he is 
handfome or ugly, though I cannot doubt but you will declare -him-the latter: the 
Negroes call him Pokkoe. . 

Another bird is in fize fomewhat like the former, though his neck is much longer. 
‘When he ftands on his feet and ftretches his neck upwards he is much above a man’s 
height. Our people fhot him by the river of Apam, and we found his feathers black, 
white, red, fky, and feveral other colours intermixed all over his body; his eyes are 
large and yellow. ‘This is all I have to obferve of him; he may very well pais for a 
fine bird; ‘his name is equally unknown to me and the Negroes. 

Of another the bill is long and fharp, his body chequered with yellow and light 
blue feathers ; a black femicircle about his neck, a long tail compofed of yellow, blue, 
and black feathers, and a few feathers on his head. 

There is a bird fhaped like-the former, and of the fame fpecies, from which he 
chiefly differs in that his bill is thick, fhort and black; the under part of his body 
black, his back of a beautiful yellow, and his feet as well as bill black. 

There is alfo a bird not very different from the firft in any thing elfe except that 
grey and yellow are intermixed amongft his feathers ; he hath a fharp bill, and in pro 

rtion to his fize, extraordinarily long feet and claws. 

Another bird is not above half fo big as the preceding, and fhaped almoft like a 
fparrow ; his colour renders him very beautiful, his head and breaft being as black as 
jet, his wings and feet grey, the reft of his body of a bright red, and it is indeed pity 
we cannot keep thefe birds alive. : 

But one far exceeds all the other in beauty: he always harbours about the rivers, 
fattening himfelf with {mall fifh, His wings and the upper part of his body are entirely 
blue, fomewhat inclining to'fky-colour, as are alfo the feathers of his neck, which are 
pretty long, and the tuft on his head ;_ his breaft is of a dark yellow, mixed with fome 
blue and wd feathers; his feet and bill of a bright red, and very thick and long. 

Of another granivorous bird, the breaft, the under part of his body and neck, is of 
a reddifh yellows his head is entirely black, except a beautiful yellow fpot on the fore 
part, the upper part of His body and wings are black, and his tail is compofed. 
yellow and red feathers intermixed. : 

Another, about as big again as the former, hath a beautiful red breaft and under part 
of his body ; the upper part of his body, wings and tail, as black as pitch, and the 
upper part of his head of a bright yellow. 

‘The {mall parrochites, or Guinea fparrows, are like thofe in Europe ; we have here 
yvaft numbers of the fame fpecies, without the leaft difference, which are alfo called 
fparrows, for what reafon I cannot tell. 

The whole coaft, but more efpecially the lower part of it, as Moure, Cormantyn, 
Apam and Acra very plentifully abound with thefe birds; they are of a green colour, 
mixed witha beatiful red, and fome of them have alfo a few yellow and black feathers. 
Their bill, like that of parrots, is red and crooked. . 

They are very beautiful little creatures, and daily, or whenever opportunity offers, 
we fend great numbers of them to Holland, where they bear a good value. We gene. 
rally buy them here at the rate of a Rix-dollar per dozen, but moft of them commonly 
die in their paffage to Holland, notwithftanding which, a certain author hath adven- 
tured to tell us that they live thirty, forty, or more years, but that muft be once on 
a time, for at prefent of one hundred that we fend over, fcarcely ten furvive. 

‘We have parrots all over the coaft, but not many, and molt of them come from far 
in-land countries. Thofe of Benin, Calbary, and Cape Lopez, are here moft valued, 
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becaufe-far-fetched, though their admirers are not aware that they are much older than 
thofe we catch here, and confequently not fo docile ; but thefe men, like ladies, admire 
what comes from afar. = 4 7 

‘All the parrots here-oa the Goaft, as alfo on the promontory of Guinea, and the 
mentioned places, are blue. . = 

Tt wouldube to wath an ZEthiopian, or at leaft an unneceffary tafk, to fay much con- 
cerning thefe birds, fince they are fo common in Holland, that they are there much 
lefg efteemed than here, and bear a lefs price alfo; for I believe very few in Holland 
would give three, four, or five pounds fterling for a babbling parrot, which is very free 
quently done here. 

Thefe, fir, are all the birds which I can recollect, but you mult not thence infer, 
that there is no greater variety of {pecies : on the contrary, I dare aver, that thefe do 
not amount to a fifth part of what I have feen, to pafs by thofe which never occurred 
to me. 

But I muft have patience till I hear what anfwer you pleafe to fend to my requeft 
wherefore, to conclude this difcourfe of birds, I fhali yet add one, of which I remem- 
ber to have read wonders : his feathers are reprefented like ftars, his voice as loud as 
that of a bull; and we are told that, when the Negroes are travelling, if they hear 
him on the left hand, they quit their intended journey, and return home; how far this 
relation agrees with truth, I leave you to judge, : 

This bird is about twice as big as a fparrow; his feathers are not in the leaft like 
ftars, though indeed he hath a few fmall fpecks, which they will fo conftrue;, but, if 
that be allowed, there are a great many ftar-birds in the world. 7 

His voice or lowing is hollow and piercing ; but, to compare him to that of a bull, 
is to affert, that a bell of one hundred pounds will give as great a found as that of ten 
thoufand weight. , ¥ 

‘As to what concerns the third part of the account of him, I have not much to offer 
againft it; for as the world, with refpect to human life, is liable to a perpetial change, 
and what at prefent is one thing, may, in one hundred years, be altered.to another ; 
fol  eafily believe that the Negroes were formerly fuperftitious enpugh to put a ftop 
to s and return home upon hearing this bird on the left hand, fince at pre- 
fent they do not take it for a good omen; but now they never break. off their journey 
on that account, unlefs it be fome extraordinary bigots, with which all parts are ftored 3 
but from them no rational charaéter can be drawn. 

Having {aid enough of this bird, and the whole feathered kigd, I fhall, in the next 
place, fay fomething of reptiles, and whatever approximates to that fort of animals: 
but firft of the toads. ; 

Toads and frogs are as numerous here as in Europe, the laft being alfo of the fame 
fize; but the firit are not only in as great abundance, and fhaped like ours, but they 
are, in fome places, of a terrible largenefs. : : 

‘At Adja, an Englith village, betwixt More and Cormantyn, I have feen fome as 
broad as.a common table-plate. When I firft faw them, I took them for land-tortoifes, 
of which we have alfo fome here; but was {oon convinced of my error by their leaping, 
‘The Englifh factor told me, that a vaft number of them harboured about that place. 
‘They differ from other toads only in largenefs, which renders them very hideous. 

"Phe toads here, as well as in other places, are mortal enemies to the fnakes, and we 
have been eye-witnefles of feveral engagements betwixt them. 

-Here are great quantities and variety of {nakes, fome whereof are hideoufly great ; 
the largeft of thofe taken in my time here was twenty foot long, though in-land 1 be- 
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lieve there are yet much bigger; and we have ‘frequently found. in: their entrails not 
only harts and other beafts, but men alfo. -. - : : 

Moft of them are venomous ; but the following are fo to an extraordinary degree, 
and therefore very dangerous. - Thefe are f{carcely a yard long, but about two {pans 
thick, and variegated with white, black, and yellow. 

I was once in the utmoft danger of my life by one of thefe ferpents; for as I fat at 
Axim by a rock, which was overgrown with trees and under-woods, one of thefe poi- 
fonous animals was got very near me, when, by a great chance, I was aware of him 
juft time enough to efcape the imminent danger. 

The fnakes infeft not only the woods, but the dwellings of the Negroes, and” even 
our forts and bed-chambers, where J have often killed them. 

Several perfons befides myfelf have feen a dead fnake with two heads; whether 
both were ferviceable to the body, as fome affirm, fince the fhake, as I told you, was 
dead, [ could not determine; nor could I obtain any fatisfa&tory account from the 
Negroes. 

‘We have a referve of fome of their fleins ftuft and kept; one of which is fourteen 
foot long, and within two foot of his tail hath two claws; which helped him to erect 
himfelf and contributed to his more expeditious march. His head is like that of a pike, 
and ftocked with much fuch another row of teeth. 2 

One fnake is about five foot long ; as thick as a man’s arm, variegated with black, 
brown, yellow, and white ftreaks, very agreeably mixed. 

The moft curious part of this reptile is his head, which is very broad and flat, He - 
injures neither man nor beaft, any otherwife than by a very fmall horn, or rather tooth, 
which irregularly from the upper jaw ftrikes through his nofe, and is white, hard, and 
fharp as an awl; and the Negroes going barefoot very often infenfibly tread on them, 
by reafon that when thefe creatures meet with any repaft, they fo fatiate themfelves, 
that they fall into fuch a found fleep, that it is no fmall noifé that can awaken them : 
wherefore they are very eafily taken or killed. 

Next to this ferpent is a large feorpion; this is alfo furnithed with fuch claws and 
feet, and their whole bodies covered over with long hair. ‘ 

Very few are ignorant how pernicious this animal is to mankind. Some ‘them 
have.a {mall bladder full of poifon, of half a finger’s breadth, at the end of their tails, 
which they {purt. out when they ftrike either men or beaft; and this is unavoida- 
bly fatal. 

The {corpions, in my opinion, ought to be reckoned among{t the number of infe&s, 
as well as the Millepedes, or Hog-lice, which are called Centepees by the Portuguefe, 
and are here found to be prodigioufly numerous ; and though their fting is not fo dan- 
gerous as that of the fcorpions, yet it’ is certain it occafions a very fharp pain for three 
or four hours ; after which it ceafes, without leaving the leaft relick of uneafineds. 

No place in our ports is free from thefe.vermin; the longeft of which are about a 
fpan ; they are flat and red interfpe€ted like other worms, having two fmall horns or 
rather claws, with which they ftrike. The feet are on each fide of the body, and are 
thirty or forty: their exaét number I cannot inform you of. 

If I fhould treat of all our infeéts,- and deferibe each fpecies of them; fuch as the 
bees, crickets, caterpillars, grafhoppers, and above twenty forts of worms, ants, and 
beetles, 1 thould fill two quires of paper ; in order to which I fhould want nothing but 
a perfect knowledge of that fubje&. 

I with Mr. Leeuwenhoeck, that great naturalift, had opportunity to do it; for I 
believe he would meet with more rarities here than in all other parts of the world. 1 
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have fent-you herewith,.as a {pecimen,-a box-full, containing above'a hundred oftthe 
mott rare fpecies of them; be pleafed to reft contented with them, and a defeription of 
a couple of infects which I-have not there fent; and firft of the bees. ~~ 

Zhe excellence ef the- Guinea honey. is very well known to many; here.are pro- 
digious quantities of that as well as wax about Rio de Gabon, Cape Lopez, and 
farther in the gulf of Guinea; both which we have alfo on the Coaft, though not in 


fuch plenty. - : 
Confidering the ftrange nature of the ants, thofe enemies to man and beaft, I cannot 


avoid treating of them at large. 

Thefe vermin make nefts about twice the heighth of a man, of the earth, which they 
turn up in fields and hills; befides which they build large nefts in high trees: from 
which places they fometimes come.to our forts and chambers in fuch prodigious 
fwarms, that they frequently oblige us to quit our beds in the night-time; they are 
ftrangely rapacious, and ne animal can ftand before them. They have often in the 
night attacked one of my live fheep, which I have found a perfect tkeleton in. the 
morning, and that fo nicely done, that the beft majfter of the difmembering art could 
not fucceed fo well, it being impoflible for human hands to have done it fo artificially. 

It is but one of their diverfions to ferve chickens and other fowl in this manner ; nay, 
as fwift as the rats are, they cannot efcape them, and it is pleafant to obferve that. as 
foon as one of them affaults a rat he is inevitably gone ; for attempting to run away he 
is attacked by feveral others, till fo many fall upon him that they overpower him, and 
they are fure not to leave him till they grow to a body ftrong enough to remove him to 
a fafe place. i . 

Really if one confiders the practice of thofe vermin, it would prompt one to con- 
jeCture that they had a fort of language current amongft themfelves ; for I have feveral 
times placed a worm or beetle where cnly one or two of thefe ants were, who imme- 
diately departed and returned in a minute, bringing with them above a hundred, and 
if they were not enough, in a moment more were called: after which they feize their 
prey, and march off with it in good order, all mutually affitting each other in the. 

* ~ yf the burthen. ; 
_pilmires are of various forts, great and fmall, white, black and redg the iting 
of the laft inflames to a great degree, and is more painful than that of the millepedes ; 
the white are tranfparent as glafs, and bite fo forcibly, that in the fpace of one night 
alone, they can eat their way through a thick wooden cheft of goods, and make it as full 
of holes as if it had been fhot through with hail-thot. : 

That the ants have a king, which is as large as a Crey-fith, as Monfieur Focquen- 
brog is pleafed to tell us, is what I do not know, and confequently dare not aver. 45 

Having thus, in my opinion, particularly enough treated of the animals which fly in 
the air as well as thofe on the earth, it remains only to finith this letter in running 
through thofe who inhabit the fea and rivers. 

The want of fiefh and other neceffary provifion in this country renders the fea con- 
fiderable as the principal fupport of human life, without which it were impoffible to 
fubfit here; for not only the Negroes, but moft of the Europeans live only on fih, 
bread and palm-oil. So that it is a very great happinefs, and particular providence of 
God, that the fea and rivers here feem earneftly to conteft which fhall produce the beft 
fith 


Both afford very good and delicious fith, the principal of which I fhall here exem- 
plify. Firft, the fea here produces a fifh as large as our common.cod, which is here 
called Brazilian cod, being extraordinarily fat and delicate; after which follow —~ 
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“The Jacks or Pikes, great and fmall, which in their feafon are very fat and good, and 
not fo hairy as in Holland. é 

Here are alfo plaice and _flounders ; and though the firft but feldom appears, yet 
the fecond are extraordinarily plentiful, though rfeither fo thick nor fo good as ours in 
Holland, from which they’alfo vifibly differ in fhape. 

‘There is another fort of {mall flat fith here, which in delicacy furpaffes all the reft 
on the coaft; thefe fith are here called Pifie-pamphers: which are alfo followed by 
another as flat, but rounder. E 

Here are Half-Koords, Cortoados, Giltheads, and other large fifh, as black and 
white Carabins, which are cheap and good food for the meaner fort of people. 

Here are bream in very great plenty, of three or four forts ; two of which efpecially 
are very fat and delicate, which are commonly called Jacob Evertxen and Roojeud. « 

Amongft the middle-fized fith, are firft the flat-nofes, fo called from their very flat 
. fnouts ; they tafte like our haddock. 

The fecond fort, which are much lefs, are a fort of Pouts, called by the Datch 
Baardmannetjes, from their hairs like a beard hanging at their chops. 

‘We have fometimes mackarel, though but very few are caught ; but vaft fhoals are 
taken of the Safer or king’s-fifh, as the Dutch call it ;. which in their feafon are extra- 
ordinarily fat and good, tafting like eels; gutted and dried, they are eaten inftead of 
falmon. ' 

Amongft the {mail fifh, the firft which occurs is the Aboei, fomewhat like our 
trout, but much firmer and more delicate, they are taken here by thoufands. 

Ray or thorn-back, both great and fmall, are here very good and in prodigious plenty. 

Soles and dabs are here extraordinary, the firft exceeding ours in Holland. 

Nor is here any want of lobfters, crabs, fhrimps and prawns ; we have alfo thoufands 
of two forts of fprats, great and fmall, both which are very fat when in feafon, though 
the former fo ftringy, that they are not much efteemed ; but the laft are very agreeable 
food, and very good either pickled like herrings or dried like red-herrings, both which 
ways we yearly preferve great quantities, 

The river-fith, befides thofe which come out of the fea and ftay in of 
three forts: firft, Carmou, a white fith, the largeft of which fpecies are three 
quarters of a yard long, and of the thicknefs of a man’s arm ; they are fo far from 
being too lean, that they would be very delicious if not too fat and oily. 

The fecond is the mullet, which differs from the former only in that it is lefs and 
hath not fo thick a head, but it is full as good food as the other. 

The rivers produce a third fort of fith here called Batavia, the largeft of which are 
indifferently good, if they do not tafte muddy, which they are very apt to do {ome 
of us have (though very erroneoufly) taken them for perch, which they are not in the 
leaft like. 

I could fpecify feveral other fifth, but I content myfelf with touching upon the prin- 
cipal fpecies, and affuring you that a lover of fifh, as I reckon myfelf, may here meet 
with full fatisfa€tion ; he may make a fatiating fith-meal at five or fix-pence charge ; 
anda foldier, or thofe who cannot afford to run fo high, may eat their fill at half that 
price. I would be here underftood to fpeak of the general courfe of the market, for 
fometimes there is at leaft one half difference as well in the price as.goodnefs, and it is 
teally very melancholy to fee how the miferable meaner fort fubfift when there is.no 
fifh, which commonly happens in the ill-weather, or winter, as it is here called:;. for 
at other times one fort of fith or another being in feafon, there never is any want. 

However 
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However I fhall yet add a defcription of three fpecies more, that are found on this 
coaft ; which by reafon of their rarity I cannot omit. a are: . 

The firft and: largeft are called there and elfewhere by the Dutch Noordkapers ; I 
fhall {peak more particularly of theferin another place, and at this time only hint that 
on the Coaft in fine weather, when.the fifhermen are in the beft of their caption, thefe 
fifth come towards the fhore, and, as.the Negroes affure us, fo frighten all the fith, that 
they immediately take their flight, and even the next day not a fifh is to be feen in 
the fea, fo that they doubtlefs purfue them very clofely. aa 

The fecond are the fword-fith, fo called by reafon of the flat bone, about a yard or 
an ell long, and a hand’s breadth, which they have at the end of their fnout: this 
bone is furnifhed with about feventeen, nineteen or more fharp teeth, about a finger’s 
length, on each fide, and moftly rugged, and one more on one fide than the other. 
He is feven, eight, nine and fometimes ten foot long, though he is alfo extraordinarily 
thick, How thefe fifh wage war againft whales and other very large fifh, I cannot 
inform you ; for.1 fhall not fay any thing tending that way, becaufe I never faw any.fuch 
thing, nor have been at the place where any of thefe fkirmifhes have happened; and _ 
out of an apprehenfion that I fhould never return, Iam not very folicitous to vifit them, 
efteeming it much better to ftay at home. 

The third fort are Hayes or Requiens, by fome (though utterly wrong) named fea- 
dogs, for they are not in the leaft like them, They are very thick as well as very long, 
fome of them betwixt twenty and thirty foot; their head is broad, flat, and their fhout 
very fharp-pointed ; as to the reft they are very ugly. This fith is the Negro’s belt 
and moft common food. They are daily taken on the Gold Coaft in great fhoals. The 
Europeans never eat them, by reafon of the toughnefs of their flefh; to remedy which 
the Negroes lay them a rotting and ftinking feven or eight days, after which they are 
greedily eaten as a delicacy, and a great trade is driven in this commodity to the in-land 
country. 

The Haye doth not fpawn like other fifhes, nor lay eggs (as the tortoife does), but 
cafts its young in the manner of quadrupeds. 

Thefe fifh do no manner of damage on the whole Gold Coaft; but at Fida and 
Ardragéwhere the flave-trade is managed, they are extraordinarily ravenous, and in 
my opinion fiercer than the moft voracious animal in the world. 

If any perfon fall over-board, he is infallibly dead, unlefs (which very feldom happens) 
none of thefe fifh are near, or he is immediately helped. 

When dead flaves are thrown over-board, 1 have fometimes, not without horror, feen 
the difmal, rapacioufnefs of thefe animals; four or five of them together fhoot to the 
bottom under the thip to tear the dead corpfe to pieces, at each bite an arm, a leg, or 
the head is fnapped off, and before you can tell twenty they have fometimes divided the 
body amongft them fo nicely that not the leaft particle is left, nay, not fo much as any 
.of the entrails; and if any one of them happens to come too late for his fhare, he is 
ready to eat up the others, and they attack one another with the greateft violence in 
the world, and mounting their heads and half their bodies above the furface of the © 
water, they give one another fuch forcible blows that they make the fea around to 
tremble, : 

When the Haye feizes his prey, he is obliged to turn himlelf on his back, becaufe his 
mouth is placed far behind and low, wherefore he cannot come at any thing upwards. 

When we fometimes take one of thefe fifth and haul him on board with a rope, we 
are always obliged to. keep at a diftance; for befides his fharp teeth, he ftrikes with 
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his tail, which is prodigioufly ftxong, and whoever comes-near him lofes either an arnt 
or a leg, or at leaft hath it broken to pieces, ae ; 

I take the reafon why they do not fall on mankind on the Gold Coaft to be, that 
they can here eafily fatiate themfelves with {maller fifh, which is wanting at Ardra and 
¥ida, wherefore rather than ftarve they devour human bodies, which I am apt to think 
relith very well, fince when our fhips depart from thofe places, they fometimes follow 
them for three weeks ora month, waiting for more flaves to be thrown over-board. 

Notwithftanding the rapacious cruelty of thefe fith, yet fome perfons told me as a 
certain truth, that at Cape Vert, where they are ravenous enough, it happened that 
one of our matters, either by misfortune or neceffity (I forget which), was over-board, 
and not being able to fwim very well, was in danger of drowning, but that a Haye, in 
the very lucky minute, foftly caught him by the leg, and carried him on board one of 
our fhips. If this be true, it is a greater miracle than Arion’s engaging the dolphin 
by his melodious harp to waft him fafe to fhore, fince the Haye faved the man without 
any inducement: but to believe this to be true, requires a ftrong faith; notwithftand- 
ing that, to engage me to it, the very man, the particular day and place are named; but 
two reafons ftrongly oppofe the truth of this {tory ; firft, the innate cruelty of this fit ; 
fecondly, that whilft on his belly he cannot take any hold ; fo that he muft have lain 
on his back ere he could have feized this mafter, after which he muft have {fwam in 
that pofture. But you will fay perhaps that in his youth he had learned to {wim on his 
back (as our boys commonly do), in order to practice it upon occafion. What fhall 
I fay, my friend? Nature is very ftupendous in her operations ; let us leave this ftory 
there; and as to the reft be aflured that I paffionately defire always to remain, fir, 
yours, &c. 


LETTER XVI.— Treating of Trees and other Plants ; as firft of the Palm-trees, and 
their Fruit, and other Properties : —Of four Sorts of Palm-Wine. —Of Cocoa-trees, 
wild Cocoas or Palmetos. — Oranges and-Lemon-trees ; their Numbers and Virtues, and 
where abound moft.— A copious Defcription of the Papai-tree, and its Fruit APY of 
the Tree called Pifang, diftinguifbed into Bakovens or Paquovens and Bananas. — 
What Sort of Fruit the Cormantyn Apples are, and why fo called. — Of Pomegranates 
and vinous Grapes.— Of feveral farts of wild Trees, fome of which are very high and 
large ; amongst others: the Capot-trees, why fo called. — Where Wood fit for fine Works 
is produced. — Of the Fruits of the Earth ; and firft of the Corn, or the greater or lefer 
Sort of Milbio or Millet, Rice, Jambes and Potatoes: — Of all Sorts of Beans:— A large 
Defeription of Ananas; concerning which fome Authors are contradicted : — Of Water- 
Melons, a very fine Fruit. —Of Malagueta, otherwife called the Grains of Paradife, 
or Guinea Pepper. — Piement, Tarragon and ftinking Tobacco ; of which the Negroes 
are great Lovers. — Of the Manner of boiling their Salt. 


Sr, 

THIS shall only difcharge the promife of the former, to fay fomething concerning 
the trees here and their fruit, as well as the corn and plants of this country ; in which, 
to avoid all circumlocution, as the cocoa in the Eaft Indies, by way of excellence, is 
numbered amongft the firft trees, fo, with equal juftice, the palm claims the pre-emi- 
nence here; fince, with the help of bread and fifh, it fubfifts moft of the people on the 
Coatt. a 

he 
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‘The firft produce of this tree is its nuts; which roafted. when young tafte very de- 
licioufly, and when old are covered with a red hufk or fhell, black’ on the hinder-part, 
and contain the palm-oil, which is obtained by contufion and expreffion, as that of olives. 


This oil is naturally red, but if kept fome years turns white ; it is a little naufeous firit’ 


to new comers here, but for him that is ufed to it, is no defpicable fauce; befides that, 
it is very ftrengthening and healthful, and I am inclined to prefer it in feveral dithes 
before oil.of olive, ; 

After the oil is expreffed, the pulp ferves the Negroes for a delicacy, and if kept till 
old is extraordinarily good to fatten hogs, and render their flefh very firm. , 

The fecond fruit it yields is the wine itfelf: to obtain and draw off which, when the 
trees are old enough to be cut, they are bereft of all their branches, and rendered en- 
tirely bare ; in which condition having remained a few days, a little hole is bored in the 
thickeft part of the trunk, into which is inferted a {mall reeden pige; and through that 
the palm-wine drops into a pot fet under to receive it; but it diftils fo flowly, that in 
twenty-four hours fearce a pottle of wine iffues from one tree. In this manner, pro- 
portionable to the goodnefs of the ground in which the tree is planted, it yields wine 
for twenty, thirty, or fometimes more days; and when it hath almoft run its laft, they 
kindle a fire at bottom, in order to draw more wine with the greater force. 

This wine being drank frefh (or under the trees, as our phrafe runs here,) is very de- 
licious and agreeable, but withal fo ftrong, that it unexpettedly fteals to the head, and 
very fpeedily intoxicates, But that which the peafants bring daily to the fhore is not 
worth much, becaufe it is impoverifhed and adulterated ; and I believe it is not fo much 
coveted by the meaner fort and the Negroes for its agreeable tafte as its inebriating 
quality, with which it is plentifully endowed, though very much vitiated by a pretty 
large mixture of water. : 

the tree thus drained of its wine, is fit for nothing but firing ; but when green, its 
leaves are ufed to make ropes, nets, and other neceflary things. . : 

There are four forts of this tree; each of which hath a particular name: we have 
already {poke of the right and genuine palm-wine. 

‘The fecond fort of palm-wine is drawn in no country befides that of Fantyn, and is 
called Quaker ; for whatereafon I have already informed you in another letter. This 
fort exceeds the other fomewhat in pleafantnefs of flavour, and very much in ftrength ; 
half fo much of this as of the other being a dofe fearcely to be carried off; and the trees 
from whence it is drawn are not above half as big as the right palm-trees. 

The third fort is drawn at Ancober, Abokroe, Axim, and Ante, though but in very 
{mall quantities at the laft; and goes by the name of Pardon: fo that you may eafily 
believe no villany here can be committed fo great, but that pardon is eafily attainable, 
if the perfon be in the good graces of the god Bacchus. 

This wine, though of a very different, hath yet as pleafant a tafte as the former, but 
not fo ftrong. 

Thefe trees are not cut, but the wine is drawn out of them whilft growing, as the 
Suri is drawn out of the cccoa-tree in the Eaft Indies; with this difference, that after 
the wine is there drawn off, the trees remain alive ; whereas they here wither and dry : 
the reafon of which is I believe, that in India they do not draw off all the wine at once, 
but leave a remainder for nourifhment to encourage the farther growth of the tree ; 
whereas here they force out the laft drop : whence the tree, utterly deprived of all its 
moifture, muft needs entirely wither and die. 

The fourth kind is produced in the countries of Ante, Jabi, and Adom 3; and is ofa 
very different flavour from all the other three, and utterly void of all manner of 

ftrength ; 


BOSMAN’S GUINEA. 


ftrength; but when drank fréfh, taftes like’ milk ;'and" nine or ten hours after it is 
drawn is not fit to be drank, nor is:it-gdod for any thing: this is called: Criffia. 

The Negroes report, that drinking much of this wine caufes the virile member to 
grow to a large fize ; which is indeed credible, by reafon that the Negroes are in no 
place on the Coaft fo fubjeé to this diftemper as in the mentioned countries. ‘The wine 
is drawn from thefe trees as already you have been informed the Pardon is, that is, 
whilft growing. 

‘The trunk of the palm-tree is in circumference about an ordinary man’s height, 
and about as tall as he alfo. ‘Vhat called Quaker is not above half fo big. Both fhoot 
their branches upwards ; fome of which are in length twenty foot or above. ‘Thefe 
branches, called here and elfewhere Bamboos, are ufed for covering of houfes, for 
hedges, and on feveral occafions. On each fide of thefe Bamboos grow fmall long 
flips, which are their leaves. 

‘The Pardon-trees grow like the cocoa-nuts, though on a much thinner ftalk. The 
Criffia-trees grow alfo in the fame manner, though they very remarkably differ in 
height and thicknefs of the trunk, this not exceeding the fourth-part of the height of 
the Pardon-tree ; and out of every plant of this fort fhoot generally four, five, or 
more ftalks, from all which wine is drawn. 

The perfect mature age of a palm-tree is ten, twelve, or more years ; and then but 
ten, fifteen, or at moft twenty gallons of wine are drawn off; notwithftanding which, 
this wine daily comes in fuch prodigious plenty to the fhore, that it is really to be won- 
dered at; and from hence we may naturally infer that there muft be many thoufands 
of thefe trees growing in this country, or the wine will foon be at end. An anchor 
of five gallons is commonly fold for about two fhillings and three-pence Englith money ; 
though at fome times and places it is one half cheaper than at others. 

Next the palm, the cocoa-tree ought indifputably to take place. How beneficial 
thefe trees are ta, mankind, is known to many, and may be feen in feveral defcriptions 
of Eaft India voyages. But here, through the ignorance of the Negroes, no other 
_advantage refults from them than the fruit, I mean the nut; the kernel of which, as 
well as the enclofed milk, is very pleafant to the tafte. : 

Thefe trees {hoot up in this country to the height of thirtfor forty, and fometimes 
fifty foot; their branches and (fo called) leaves, are like thofe of the palm, excepting 
that the cocoa-branches are not fo long, or fit for the ufes the other are employed in. 
Thefe trees bear their fruit in the fourth or fifth year, and live fifty years and longer. 

The wild cocoa-trees, otherwife called palm-trees, grow alfo here, and bear a fruit, 
which but very few of the Europeans eat, though the Negroes do. ‘This tree is very 
much thicker than the genuine cocoa, efpecially in the middle, ‘where it is of a fur- 
prifing greatnefs ; and what adds to the oddnefs of the figure, is, that the top and 
bottom are one half fmaller. At the top grows a fruit, which feems to be the pith of 
the tree, and is called Palm-cabbage, becaufe it hath a fort of cabbagy tafte. 

In the country of Axim are vaft quantities of {weet as well as four oranges: the fweet 
are pretty good, but the garden of Elmina, which is extraordinarily full of them, hath 
fome, which for agreeable tafte fall very little fhort of thofe of China, 

In the other countries there are very few or no orange-trees; notwithftanding Mon- 
fieur Focquenbrog hath been pleafed to aver, that they grow in great multitudes along 
the river Boutry; in which he is abfolutely miftaken, tor I have feveral. times failed 
along that river, and never found any, nor according to the report of the Negroes were 
there ever any: there are a few indeed on the hill near our forts, but not one on the 
mentioned river-fide. 
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Lemon-trees, which are here called Brambas, grow all over the Coaift, efpecially 
at Moure, where they are preffed; and which place, if the feafon be not unufually 
dry, is able annually to deliver above two hundred aums of lime-juice. About twenty 
or twenty-five fhillings Englifh money is the price of an aum of lime-juice, or pickled 
fmall lemons. : 

The Guinea lime-juice and pickled lemons are too well known and efteemed in 
Holland to require me to infift any longer on that head. 

Some. authors have faid a great deal concerning the Papay-tree, but without due 
examination : we are told that they have neither branches nor leaves, and that it does 
Not grow above man’s height, &c. But to reftite thefe and fome other opinions that 
are cherifhed, { need only defcribe the true and natural fhape of this tree. 

His trunk, being feveral foot thick, is compofed of a fpongy wood, or rather root, 
which it moft refembles: it is hollow, and may very eafily be cut through the middle: 
with ahatchet. The fruit at firft grows at the top of the trunk, without any branches ;. 
but as the tree grows older it fhoots out branches alfo towards the top, which refémble 
young ftocks; on which the fruit alfo grows. At the very top of the trunk, and of 
the mentioned branches, fhoot other fimall fprigs almoft like reeds, a little crooked and: 
hollow; and at the extremity of thefe fprigs grow very fine broad leaves, frequently 
cleft, not very unlike vine-leaves, excepting the fize only. 

Some papay-trees run up.to the height of thirty foot, which is confiderably more than a 
man’s height. The fruit, or what is properly called the Papay, is about half as big 
as the cocoa-nut, of an oval fhape, green without and white within ; but with age they 
turn very red within, and abound with numerous white: kernels, which are the feed 
from whence they are produced, ‘The papays tafte rather worfe than better than. 
pompions, ; 

__. There grow multitudes of papay-trees all along the Coaft ; and thefe are of two forts, 
viz. the male and female, or at leaft they are here fo called, on account that thofe 
named males bear no fruit, but are continually full of bloffoms, confifting of a long 
white flower; the female alfo bears the fame bloffom, though not fo long, nor fo. 
stumerous. 

Some have obferved,:.hat the females yield their fruit in greateft abundance when. 
the males grow near them: you may, fir, believe what you pleafe ; -but if you do not, 
I fhall not charge you with herefy. ; 

So much hath already been written concerning the Pifang-tree, which is divided into 
Bakovens and Banantes or Bananas, that it feems hardly worth while to detain you 
on that head any longer, than to confirm.what others have faid, as that its fruit, efpe- 
cially the Bakovens, are very good; that they bear in a year, though but once in all, 
for then the {tock is cut off; and from the root there fhoot out five or fix freth ftocks ; 
fo that this plant may pafs for a perpetual almanack, as being indeed endlefs, 

The ftock of thefe trees, if they deferve that name, grow to once and: a half or. 
twice man’s heighth. ‘Thofe who are of opinion that the leaves of this tree were the 
leaves with which our firft parents covered their nakednefs, are not fo much out of 
the way, partly becaufe thefe leaves are long and broad enough for that end, and 
partly by reafon they are called Fig-leaves, and. thefe trees bear the name of Indian 
figs; though I muit own befides that they are very unfit for cloathing or covering, 
for a touch of the finger makes a hole in them: wherefore they. would: hardly ferve a 
live body. 

Here a alfo feveral other fruitful trees, but their fruit is not only unknown to us, 
but eaten by very few: wherefore I fhall fay very little concerning them. And firft, 
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we have here a fort of fruit, like our two forts of plums, blue and white, in fhape as 
_well as colour; but they are not very well tafted, as being very fweet, mealy 
and dry. a 

But I ought not to forget the Cormantyn-apple (fo called, becaufe it moft plentifully 
abounds in that country), which is as big as a walnut, with its green hufk on; its rind 
is yellow, fomewliat inclining to red: in the core are four large, flat, black kernels, 
which are furrounded by the pulp or the fruit itfelf; which is red and white, and of a 
fort of tharp, fweet tafte, but moft inclining to acid. It is a very agreeable refrefhing 
fruit, and very comfortable for the fick, efpecially thofe afflitted with the bloody flux, 
for it is very aftringent, and boiled with wine and fugar, is not ofly more ufeful, but 
more agreeable than tamarinds. 

I have alfo feen a few pomegranates in the gardens of Elmina and Moure; but be- 
fore they come to maturity they rot or fall off; fo that they fearcely come to any 
thing. 

1 aut not pafs over the Mourefe vine ; Mourefe, I call it, becaufe, except that at 
Mouree, there is not one on the Coaft. This produces grapes twice a year, commonly 
in Auguft and January ; and would doubtlefs yield a vaft quantity, if pruned in a pro- 
per manner and feafon by a fkilful hand ; but being entrufted to an ignorant Negro, 
not half the grapes come to perfection, but wither or rot before they are half ripe: and 
it is farther to be feared that the vine itfelf, by this miferable lopping, will run to 
utter ruin. 

{t yields a blue grape, which is fubftantial and very well tafted, and not fo juicy as 
ours in Holland: but I doubt not, if carefully looked after, but that they would be as 
good, if not better than the beft in Europe, fince they are already better than the Dutch 
ones, 

It is obfervable that vines will not grow any where here but at Moure, trials being 
made at Elmina and other places, but without any fuccefs. 

To the beft of my remembrance this vine was firft planted by the Portuguefe, who 
brought it firft from Brazil fome years paft ; and the fruit thereof is fo very agreeable 
to the European inhabitants, that it is to be wifhed more could be planted and raifed at 
other places ; for at prefent nobody is the better for it, except the faCor at Moure, the 
direCtor-general, and the gentlemen at his table; and fcarcely one of one hundred that 
come here can obtain the favour of feeing it. 

Thefe are all the fruit-trees of Guinea; I mean that part called the Gold Coaft: I 
fhall then next advance to the defcription of the wild trees. Before which, I cannot 
help taking notice of another miftake of Monfieur Focquenbrog : he was very much 
in the wrong to tell the world that at Elmina, and feveral miles adjacent, there grows 
neither leaf, grafs, nor tree. ‘This is utterly falfe ; for befides the trees round about 
Elmina and on the hills, the banks of the frefh river, but half a mile diftant, are fur- 
nifhed with great numbers of fine lofty trees; from hence, and feveral other particu- 
lars, it plainly appears that gentleman was too partial in his defcription of this Coaft. 
It is indeed true, that the country about Elmina is more bare of trees than other places, 
but not fo bad as to deferve fuch a wretched character. 

To return to my fubje&t, I aver, that the whole coait is filled with high and low 
trees; and the charming fhady groves ferve to render the malignity of this place more 
fupportable ; and fo delight thole who take their progrefs into the in-land country, that 
they oblige them entirely to forget the intolerable badnefs of the ways. 

Here are fome which naturally grow up in fuch a furprifing manner, as even art it- 
felf muft blufhing own, it could not have contrived any thing like it; others grow fo. 
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thick, and their fhady boughs are fo widely extended, that they form entire alleys, 
which afford an amazing fatisfa@tion to any who are inclined to take the pleature of 
walking. 

I a hies to have formerly read in Olearius, and other writers, of trees large 
enough to fhelter two thoufand men ; and the tree of which Father Kirchen (a perfon 
that, in my opinion, fhould advance nothing but truth) writes, that in its fruit or fhell 
(I think it was a chefnut), it could lodge a fhepherd and his whole flock, muft not be 
very fmall, but may very well pafs for a wonder in nature; but, after all, it is not in 
the leaft to be compared with the trees of this country. I have feen fome here that 
twenty, inftead of two thoufand, men, might ftand under, fuppofing them clofe to 
one another : and if thefe authors mean fo, I do not feruple to believe them ; nor I 
believe do you. But, to pafs over this ; it is certain that here are extraordinarily high 
and large trees, which may be concluded from the great canoes, of which I formerly 
wrote to you; and, fince thefe boats muft be made of a ftraight piece of wood*equally 
thick ail over, and that very few trees. grow dire@tly fo, what I offer is not incredible, 
that the mentioned canoes do not amount to above half the bulk of the tree. 

I have feen fome of thefe trees fo high, that their tops and branches growing out of 
them were fcarcely to be reached by a common mufquet-fhot. They are here called Ca- 
pot-trecs, becaufe oi them grows a certain fort of cotton here called Capot; which is 
very proper for filling of beds, efpecially in this country, where feather-beds are much 
too hot. 

‘The wood of this tree is light and porous, and fcarcely fit for any other ufe than 
making of canoes. : 

The tree which our countrymen, at the latter end of the fifteenth century, found on Ilha 
del Principe, or Prince Ifland, which was four and twenty fathom in compafs, was, I doubt 
not in the leaft, this Capot-tree. ‘There is alfo one at Axim, which ten men would 
have much ado to grafp ; not that the body of the tree is fo bulky, but that it is fo 
vaftly extended by its prodigious {prouts, which clofely furround it. 

If we had any Romifh priefts in this country, we could give them fome of thefe 
branches to build them fmall oratories, and then the thorny prickles with which this 
tree is abundantly ftored, would ferve to correét and chattife their unruly flefh, and fave 
them the charge of buying whips. 

But to let the priefts alone, and to return to our fubje& ; we have here feveral trees 
which furnifh very fine working wood. Firft of all in the country of Ante, near the 
Brandenburgher fort Aceda, or Dorothea, and behind our fort Lydfaemheyd at Apam, 
is yellow wood ; of which very fine chairs and tables are made. At Rio de Gabon 
there is alfo red and yellow wood, very proper for the fame ufe, befides which, if any 
perfons applied themfelves to fell it, there is very good wood for the making of rudders, 
{mall mafts and other naval neceflaries : and I'am apt to think that here are good large 
maft-trees, or at leaft fuch grow here out of which they might be made, if not for 
great fhips, yet for barks, yatches, and other fmall craft. 

To complete this difcourfe of trees, I ought to tell you that the Negroes in all parts 
of this country, have felected and confecrated fome particular trees, under which they 
perform their religious worfhip ; which are generally fuch, in whofe produétion nature 
hath difplayed her greateft perfections. 

Thave long fince treated concerning the Negroes’ idolatry in this particular, wherefore 
it is unneceflary to repeat it here. But taking leave of the trees, I come next to the 
fruits of the earth ; amongft which, firft of the corn here called Milhio. 
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- The large Milhio is by moft taken to be the Turkifh wheat, which is fo wall known 
in Holland that it-is not worth while to defcribe it. 

‘ The Mithio is here fowed and reaped twice every year ; the firft harveft is generally 
in Auguft, and the other at the latter end of the year, though but fmall; for the 
Negroes do not fow much againft this time, becaufe it is not reafonable to expe& much 
rain, without which this grain will not come up well. 

It were to be wifhed that corn were to be produced in our country with as little trou- 
ble as here; one, or at moft, two men can manure and plough as much lIand as one 
plough can turn up in Holland, befides which, the corn here very fpeedily takes root. 

When grown up, the ftalk is once and a half or twice man’s height ; on which one, 
two, three, and fornetimes four ears of Milhio grow, each of which contains about 
three or four hundred grains; fo that the millet here increafes vaftly more than the 
European corn. 

When the millet is firft reaped, in time of peace a thoufand ftalks may be bought 
for about a crown Englifh money, and in fome countries fur about one third or fourth 
part lefs : the corn of thefe thoufand ftalks, being feparated from the flalks, makes about 
five bufhels, which is a fack and a half. : 

The grain of Milhio is white and red, the white is the moft beautiful, but the red 

‘is by moft people held for the beft. ‘When this corn is beaten fmall, and cleanfed from 
the bran, it makes indifferently good bread, but fomewhat heavy for want of yeatt. 
If the millet here were ground, bolted and baked like our corn in Europe,. it would 
doubtlefs become very good bread; but wanting all thefe conveniences, and leaven 
being not ufed, the Sen hee is very clammy and heavy. This fhall fuffice you for 
the great millet or Turkifh wheat. 

The fecond fort of Milhio, called by the Portuguefe maize, is a grain like the corian- 
der-feed, and is made into bread as well as the other, and very much refembles our 
flighter fort of rye ; it taftes very well, and is very nourifhing ; it grows in the fame 
manner as the great Milhio, only the ftalk is not fo thick, nor the ears covered with 
leaves as the other is, wherefore it is much more expofed to the granivorous birds than 
the larger, and is not fown near fo much as that, for which reafon it is one half 
dearer. 

The great, as well as fmall, Milhio is fowed all along the whole Coaft; but leaft of 
all at Axim; wherefore it is always deareft there. The country of Ante, in fruitful 
years and time of peace, produces prodigious quantities ; I have feen it bought and have 
alfo bought myfelf, one thoufand {tems or Ttalks for fix, feven, eight and nine Takoes, 
each Takoe amounting to about four-pence-farthing Englifh money, and a fack amount- 
ing at higheft not to two ‘and twenty pence. Thus, corn, in time of peace, is the 
cheapeft of all provifions, but in war-time it fometimes rifes to an incredible price; I 
have known a thoufand ftalks fold for an ounce of gold, which is fomewhat lefs than 
four pounds fterling ; to which the lazinefs of the Negroes, which is fo greatathat they 
feldom fow more than what is like to be confumed that year, contributes very much, 
as alfo the great number of Englifh flave-fhips which yearly come to this coaft; for 
thefe not being fo well victualled as we, they are obliged to buy Milhio, which yearly 
carries off many thoufand facks. = 

This corn generally betwixt February and harveft, rifes from one crown to one pound 
fterling the thoufand ftems. 

Next the tillage of corn, follows that of rice, which is not common all over the 
Coalft ; nor is there any, or at leaft but very little, on the fhore of the Gold Coaft, any 
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‘mnore than at Axim or Ante; but on the higher part of the Coaft,: it grows in fuch 
prodigious plenty, that it is eafy to load a thip with it, perfectly cleanfed, for one 
penny or lefs the pound ; whilft at Axim, Ante, Abocroe and Ancober, the foul and 
unfifted bears about the fame price. : Suge 

It is no fmall happinefs for the Negroes of Axim that their foil is fo proper for rice, 
which in fome meafure foftens their want of Milhio. ; 

Next rice, by reafon of its great advantage to the inhabitants,: is the fruit called 
Jammes. They grow under the earth like turnips, and are about two fpans long, and 
as much in the grafp or thicknefs. They fhoot out a long green leaf almoft like that 
of French beans, with little prickles. This leaf the Negroes fo order, that it climbs 
up flakes appointed for that end, and by it they can determine when the root is come 
to maturity, at which time they dig it out of the earth. 

It is fnow-white within, and is roafted or boiled and eaten by the Negroes, as alfo by 
feveral Europeans, as bread ; its tafte is not difagreeable, being much like that of our 
earth-nuts, and though not quite fo fweet, is drier and firmer. : 

In the country of Ante there grows abundance of Jammes, but Saboe is the country 
which produces them in greateft” plenty; whence, when in feafon, they are fent by 
thoufands to feveral other places. Thofe who buy them at Moure, give about fourteen 
fhillings a hundred, and fell them again at other places to good profit. 

The fecond fubterraneous fruit here is called potatoes, which, like the Jammes, alfo 
fends forth a green leaf that runs along the ground, fome branches of which, cut off and 
planted in the ground, in a fhort time grow potatoes; but the Jammes never grow 
without fome of the fruit itfelf be planted. 

Thefe potatoes are of an oval fhape, commonly like the large long turnips with us ; 
they, as well as the Jammes, are perfeétly white within, and boiled or roafted are alfo 
eaten for bread, efpecially at Fida, where they are the Negroes’ ordinary diet. They 
are fweet, and eat much better than Jammes, tafting very much like our boiled 
chefnuts. . 

The country of Saboe produces the greateft quantities of this fruit, and next to that 
the country of Ante; of which we may fay (confidering it as a part of the Coaft), that 
it wants nothing neceffary to human life. 

It is told me as truth, that before the Portuguefe came to this coaft, the Negroes " 
fubfifted themfelves with thefe two fruits, and a few roots of trees; they being then 
utterly ignorant of Milhio, which was brought thither by that nation. 

T am more ftrongly induced to believe this, becaufe in, the promontory of Guinea 
there are at this time countries where no Milhio, or at leaft very little, is cultivated, and 
the inhabitants live on the two mentioned fruits, but more efpecially Jammes. 

Thus, having defcribed the four fruits moft neceffary to the fupport of mankind, it is 
now proper to give an account what this country yields befides for food, which moftly 
confifts in feveral forts of beans; the firft of which are not unlike our garden-beans 
in figure and tafte. 

‘The fecond fort are a fize larger ; their cods are about three quarters of a yard Jong, 
and the bean of a bright red colour. 

The third fort are almoft like thofe fmall fpecies, called in Holland the Princefs’s 
beans, only they are of a deep red; thefe are not only very good and nourifhing, but 
very fine food. 

All thefe beans grow like French-beans with us, either propt up, or creeping up 
by a hedge. 

3N 2 But 
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_ But thofe which follow, grow in a very different-manner ; as firft, a fort of fmalk 
beans, bere called Jojootjes, which, like the potatoes, run along the ground, are enclofed 
in long flender hufks, and when young and green are extraordinarily good eating. 

Here are alfo beans which grow on trees as big as goofe-berry bufhes in Holland. 
Thefe are fhelled like green peas, fo that a large number goes to make up a difh; but . 
they are neither {weet nor foft. 

Here is alfo another fort called Gobbe-gobbes, which grow two together in a- cod 
under the earth, and fhoot out a {mall leaf above the furface of the earth ; thefe are the 
wortt of all the forts of beans, and yet they are eaten by feveral. 

The fecond fort of fubterraneous beans have been known to us but a few years, and 
are. called Angola beans, by reafon they were tranfplanted from thence to this place. 
They area very agreeable fort of food, if fried, as we commonly do chefnuts. 

The laft fort, which alfo grow under the earth, are the beft of all; but indeed they 
can hardly pafs for beans, partly becaule they do not grow in cods, and partly becaufe 
they are not eaten as the others are, fo that earth-nuts would be a more proper name 
‘for them; for they are eaten raw out of hand, and tafte not much unlike hazel-nuts. 
But they are commonly broken in pieces, foaked in water, and then fqueezed in a cloth ; 
this liquor boiled with rice, every where in this country paffes for milk, and if helped . 
with a little fagar, cinnamon and butter, it would not eafily be difcovered to be any thing 
elfe by thofe who are unacquainted with this difh. 

Of fuch fruits as may fatisfy a delicate and luxurious palate, we have very few here. 
The Ananas are by many valued as an extraordinary fruit, and their nature and 
beauties have been at large defcribed : but for my part, not to defpife it, I never could 
find the delicacy in it that is pretended. 

Notwithftanding which, I fhall take the pains to fpeak of it at large, that you may 
jadge how far thofe are in the right, who have already written fo much concerning it. 

Befgles Linfchooten and others, Simon de Vries, in his “ Curious Obfervation on the 
wonderful Things of the Eaft and Welt Indies,” has alledged feveral authors, but I need 
only give a plain and true account of the true nature, fhape, and properties and manner 
of growing of the Ananas, to fhow whether he is in the right or.not. 

The plant fomewhat refembles the great houfe-leek, or Semper-vivum majus, which 
we fometimes find amongft the curious botanifts in Holland, from which it differs in 
the following particulars: the Ananas fhoot their leaves (or that which is taken for 
them) upwards, being neither fo broad nor fo thick as the other ; befides which, the 
leaves are furnifhed with fharp prickles on each fide, and are alfo of a deep yellow 
colour, and fomewhat inclining to green, whereas the Semper-vivum is of a very beau- 
tiful green. 

Betwixt the Anana’s leaves, before the fruit appears, grows a bloffom about as big 
as a man’s fift, which is very green, but adorned with an extraordinarily beautiful red 
crown, and furrounded with fmall leaves, that render it very agreeable to the fight. 
This bloffom by flow degrees grows into an Anana, which at firft is green, accompanied 
with yellow leaves, but in ripening, changes to a perfect yellow ; and when we eat the 
Ananas, the mentioned leaves with which it is furrounded are cut off with the thell. 
The crown, or at leaft a part of it, remains firmly fixed to the fruit, though changed to 
a yellowifh colour. Before, and round about the Ananas, {mall fprigs fhoot out, which 
are planted to continue the fpecies of this vegetable. Thus much may fuffice for the 

lant. 
: ‘The Anana or fruit is about a fpan long, and about the fame thicknefs ; but as it 
happens to other fruits, fome are large and others fmall. : ae 
- . Mo! 


BOSMAN’S GUINEA. : , 463 


Moft of the authors De Vries cites, agree in the tafte of this fruit; to which I can 
eafily fubfcribe, taking the liberty to add, that though it may for a little while feem a 
delicacy, yet, if frequently eaten, it will foon naufeate. It proves moft agreeable and 
healthy when eaten with cinnamon, fugar and wine, like {traw-berries, for it is too hot 
to eat alone; . wherefore Monardus was miftaken in afcribing to them a cold quality, 
when indeed it inflames to that degree, that its fharp juice caufes thofe to fpit blood 
who eat them too freely. But though this fharp hot juice forces blood from the throat 
and gums, yet that they are fo corrofive as to diflolve a knife that remains ftuck in it 
but half an hour, is fo ridiculoufly falfe, that if, inftead of half an hour, the knife 
remained a whole year, it would not be diffolved. It is indeed true, that the knife will 
be blunted, which alfo happens in the cutting of a citron, lemon, orange, Backoven or - 
banana, and more efpecially the laft fruit, if it is not thoroughly ripe; fo that this 
acidity cannot juftly be appropriated to the Ananas only. 

I cannot quit this fubject without noting a grofs miftake of the before-mentioned 
authors. Linfchooten firft tells us, that the Ananas grow a fathom above ground ; 
and others inform us, that they grow half under. But both are miferably in the wrong 5 
this plant really not being above one foot anda half in height, and the ftalk half a foot ; 
which together amount to two foot, which is far fhort of a fathom and more, if they 
make it grow fo much under ground. 

All the pains I have thus far taken in the defcription of the Ananas, was a force I 
put upon my inclinations ; and if any one pleafe to affert that this plant in Afia or Ame- 
rica is of a different nature, they are at liberty to do it; whilft I am abundantly fatisfied 
from travellers in both thofe parts of the world, that there is no real difference, 

Next the Ananas I fhall place the water-melons ; about which, though much the 
nobler and more agreeable fruit, I fhall not detain you fo long. The immature and 
yet {mall water-melon is white within and green. without ; but when ripe, its green coat 
1s fpeckled with white, and its internal whitenefs fomewhat intermixed with red; and 
the more it participates of the latter, it is by fo much the riper and more agreeable ; at 
which time, if eaten, it proves very delicious, watery, refrefhing and cooling. 

This fruit is lefs prejudicial to, and much more proper for a feverifh perfon than the 
Ananas. When green it is eaten as falad, inftead of cucumbers, to which it is not wholly 
unlike ; being alfo furnifhed with fuch kernels, which when ripe are changed black, and 
are then fit to plant. $ 

The water-melons grow in the fame manner as cucumbers, but beara different leaf, 
They are about twice as big as our melons, and if the Negroes were not too idle, this 
fruit would be very plentiful here; but at prefent they are only cultivated by fome of 
our chief officers, fo that the commonalty reap but fmall advantage thereby. They 
are in their prime in July and Auguft, and in. fruitful years we have them twice. 

Thefe are all our beft fruits in this country ; but that I may be able to fay that I have 
omitted nothing, whether good or bad, I fhall not pafs over the following fpecies. 

‘The firft of which is Malagueta, otherwife called Paradife-grains or Guinea-pepper ; 
a fruit which is generally known. It grows on fhrubs in red hells or hutks, which at 
a diftance afford a very pleafant profpeét. Within thefe hutks is contained the Mala- 
gueta, feparated into four or five divifions, and covered with a white film. This Guinea- 
Pepper grows alfo in a different manner, not unlike large grafs-reeds, 

Here grows alfo a fruit on fhrubs, which in tafte and figure refembles Cardamum ; 
which I doubt not but it is, 

At Benin and in-land, there is pepper in figure like that of Eaft India. 

: : The 
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The laft fort of pepper, called here Piment, and in Europe Spanith-pepper, grows 
here in abundance on fhrubs, almoft of the fame fize, though fomewhat lower, than our 
goofe-berry bufhes in Holland. i 

This piment is of two forts, viz. great and fmall; both of which are firft green, but 
afterwards change colour, the fmall toa beautiful red, and the large to a red and black ; 
and are both very pleafant objects. 

This fruit is much hotter than common pepper, efpecially the fmaller fort, which is 
not above one-fourth part of the fize of the other ; in recompenfe of which the trees on 
which it grows are about fix times as high and wider extended than the other. 

Piment pickled in vinegar and pneiiee (but beft in the laft) is valued by feveral as 
a good corroborative to the ftomach, and very wholefome. 

‘This country produces none of thofe green herbs common in Europe, except Tarragon 
and tobacco; of both which here is great plenty, efpecially of the laft, which ftinks 
fo abominably that it is impoffible for one that is even not very nice to continue near 
the Negroes when they fmoke this devilith weed; which yet agrees very well with 
them. 

Some of them have pipes made of reeds, which are about fix foot long; to the end 
of which is fixed a ftone or earthen bowl, fo large that they cram in two or three 
handfuls of tobacco ; which pipe, thus filled, they without ceafing can eafily fmoke out ; 
and they are not put to hold their pipe, for being fo long it refts on the ground. 

All the in-land Negroes take this tobacco, but thofe who live amongit us and daily 
converfe with the Europeans, have Portuguefe or rather Brazilian tobacco; which, 
though a little better, yet ftinks to a great degree. ; 

Both the male and female of the Negroes are fo very fond of this tobacco, that they 
will part with the very laft penny which fhould buy them bread, and fuffer hunger 
rather than be without it; which fo enhances the price, that for a Portuguefe fathom, 
which is much lefs than one pound of this trafh, they will give five shillings, or a gold 
quarter of a Jacobus. 

Let us therefore rather praife thofe fmokers, my good friend, who take the noble 
Spanith or Virginia tobacco ; but as for thofe {tupid wretches who content themfelves 
with the Amorsfort weed, I heartily wifh, as a punifhment of their depraved tafte, that 
during their lives they may never fmoke better than our Negroes, and Brazil on 
Sundays and holidays; yet under condition they be obliged to keep company with 
each other, and be banifhed the company of genteel fmokers. But this by the 
way only. 

The tobaecorleat here grows on a plant about two foot high, and is of the length of 
two or three hands breadth, and the breadth of one, bearing a {mall bell-flower, which 
when ripe turns to feed. 

To conclude, I will add a fruit which grows in lofty trees, is rather larger than a 
walnut, and furnifhed with much fuch a thell: the kernel is divided into feveral parts ; 
of which fome are red, others white. : 

Not only the Negroes, but alfo fome of the Europeans, are infatuated to this fruit : 
we call it Kool or cabbage, and the Negroes Boefi: it is chewed in the mouth; and 
after the juice is fucked out, the remainder is {pit out. 

Its tafte is very harfh and almoft bitter, and draws the chewer’s mouth almoft clofe : 
and its fole virtue is diuretick ; but its admirers pretend it helps to relifh the palm-wine : 
though both reafons are not fufficient to engage me to the ufe of it. It is commonly 
eaten with falt and Malagueta. : 


If 
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If I had been obliged to beftow a name on this wretched fruit, 1 fhould rather have 
called it the African Beetel or Anca, which would have been much properer than 
cabbage ; fince whatever I have heard concerning the Indian Beetel or Anca exattly 
agrees with the tafte and virtue of this fruit. 

I might very well leave off here, as not confcious of any important omiffion in the 
defcription of the Gold Coaft of Guinea: but Jeft you fhould accufe my performance, 
as fpiritlefs, infipid and faitlefs, I fhall make bold, in the conclufion of this letter and 
the whole defcription of the Gold Coaft, to fet as much falt before you as will ftock 
you for houfe-keeping tor one hundred years: what think you, is not that enough? 

It is not to be imagined what vaft riches the Negroes get by boiling of falt ; and if 
they were always or for the moft part in peace, thofe who follow that employment 
would in a fhort time amafs unweildy fums; for all the in-land Negroes are obliged 
to fetch their falt from the fhore ; from whence it is eafy to infer that it muft colt them 
very dear: wherefore the meaner fort are obliged to make ufe of a certain faltith herb 
inftead of falt, which their purfes will not reach. 

Some miles in-land beyond Ardra, from whence moft of the flaves are brought, one, 
nay fometimes two flaves are fold for a handful of falt: fo that human flefh is there 
very cheap. : 

The manner of falt-boiling is as follows :—-Some boil the falt-water fo long in cop- 
pers til! it comes to falt; but as this is the moft tedious, fo it is not the moft profitable 
way, and is pra€ticed only where the land is fo high that the fea or falt-rivers cannot * 
potiibly flow over them :, but at other places, where the fea or river-water frequently 
overflows, they dig deep pits to receive the mentioned overflowing water; after 
which the frefheft and fineft part of the water is dried up by the fcorching heat of the 
fun. I know this contradiéts the hypothefis of a certain author, but he ought to know 
alfo that the ground being here faltifh and nitrous, a fmall quantity of water will make 
better falt, and that quicker than a great deal; which renders this place the more fit to 
produce a great deal of falt in a fmall time. 

In other places they have falt-pans, where the fun dries up the water, fo that the 
trouble of boiling is unneceflary ; no pains being required except that only of gathering 
it out of the mentioned pans. : 

Thofe who are either unable or unwilling to buy copper-boilers, or when the fea- 
water requires fuch tedious boiling as would burn them; thefe, I fay, ufe earthen-pots, 
which they fet ten or twelve next another; thus making two rows, being all cemented 
together with clay as if they had been done by a bricklayer; and under the mentioned 
pots is fomething like a furnace of fire, which is continually fupplied with wood. This 
is the moft laborious way and produces neither fo much falt, nor fo much expedition as 
the other. 

In all parts of this Coaft, except Acra, the falt is very white, but niore efpecially in 
the country of Fantyn, where it almoft excels even {now itfelf. 

Thus much for this time, and when another opportunity offers, perhaps I may pre- 
fent you with an account of the country of Ardra; though I will not aflure you of any 
thing, but that I am really yours, &c. 


LETTER 
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LETTER XVII. — Which, by way of Sipplement to the former, deferibes firft a Snake 
taken at Axim, that was twenty-two Foot long ; alfo another not much lefs at Boutry. 
—A ftrange Engagement betwixt a Snake and two Porcupines at Moure. — Another 
Accident with a Serpent, which blinded an European with his Venom.-— The T: igers here ; 
@ Boy torn in pieces by them : — The Author’s Tiger-bunting, and how be came to kill 
him at'laf.— A Defeription of the Jackals. — A remarkable Adventure with an Ele- 
phant killed at Elmina.— A Defeription of a certain Spider which the Negroes call 
Ananfe, and imagine that it created the firft Man. ~ 

Sm, : 

IN my former letters, I have feveral times promifed you to fpeak more particularly 
concerning this or the other animal; and more efpecially our elephant and tiger~ 
hunting. All which promifes this hall difcharge ; but firft of all Iam inclined to fa: 
fomething concerning the ferpents or {nakes. ~ oP 

About-eleven years paft: the Negroes of Axim took and killed a fnake that was 
tw6 and twenty foot long; which being opened, a full-grown deer was found in his 
entrails. : . , 

About the fame time another was killed at Boutry, not much fhorter than the former 3 
in whofe body a Negro was found. a 

Some of my fervants once going to the country beyond Moure, found a fnake feven- 
teen foot long, and very bulky, lying about a pit of water, perhaps to divert himfelf ; 
near which were two porcupines ; betwixt which and the fnake began a very. fharp 
engagement, each thooting very violently in their way; the fnake his venom, and the 
porcupines their quills of two fpans long, for with fuch they were armed: My men _ 
having feen this fight for a confiderable time, without being obferved by the furious 
combatants (in the heat of the battle), after having loaded their mufquets, let fly upon 
the three champions to fo good -purpofe, that they killed them all, and brought 
them to Moure, where they were devoured by them and their comrades as a very 
great delicacy. . 

", Whilft our fort was repairing at Moure, the work-men perceived a great fnake be- 

hind a heap of ftones; to get him from thence they removed many of the ftones, fo 
that half his body was cleared ; a mafon, the forwardeft’in this enterprize, laid hold 
of his tail, defigning to pull him out from betwixt the ftones, but finding that imprac. 
ticable, cut off as much of his body as was in reach with his knife, and believing’ he 
had difabled him from doing any farther mifchief, without the teaft fhadow ‘of fear 
removed the remainder of the ftones; but as foon as the fnake was: at liberty to turn 
himfelf, he clung about the mafon (who thought to have caught him in his hand), and 
{pit his venom all over his face; which proved fo forcible, that the fellow at that very 
inftant became ftark blind; in which condition he remained fome days, but was at 
laft reftored to his fight. This I have frequently obferved, efpecially in Negroes, who 
upon being {truck by a ferpent have {welled extremely, but foon affuaged and returned 
to their former eftate ; fo that I am apt to think that the poifonous nature of fnakes is 
very different, the bite of fome being mortal, others only wounding, and that there 
are another fort which are as harmlefs as thofe of Fida. 

_ Of this laft fpecies is that which hangs in the dire€tor-general’s hall, which is four- 
teen foot long, and was taken in our garden at Elmina by an Ardrafe or Fidafe flave, 
with his bare hands without any ftick or weapon, and by him fo brought alive into 
the caftle. We found at the lower part of his belly two claws like thofe of birds ; 
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which, I fuppofe, ferved him either to erect himfelf upright, or to leap. But of him 
enough, fince I have already faid fomething of him in my laft letter but two. Where- 
fore we fhall now apply ourfelvés to the tigers, which here do the moft mifchief, and 
are extraordinarily fierce. Some years paft a boy that belonged to our fadtor at Sa- 
conde, going but a little way from the factory was killed by one of them. : 

At the fame time and placa, a Negro going in-land with his hatchet in his hand to 
cut fome wood, met a tiger which fell upon him ; but he being a dexterous fellow, fo 
well defended himfelf with his hatchet, that, after a long fcuffle, he conquered and 
killed the tiger ; but did not come off unhurt, for his whole body looked as if fome- 
body had begun to flay him. 7 . 

In the year 1693, when I commanded in the faid fort, fome of my Kabriets (for fo 
we call fheep), as well as thofe of my neighbour the Englifh faCtor, were for feveral 
nights killed by a tiger, which at laft grew fo bold, that he came at three in the after- 
noon to the lodge, and killed a couple of fheep. I perceived him time enough, and 
affifted by my. gunner, two Englithmen, and a party of Negroes all armed with good 
mufquets, I purfued him, and in a fhort time overtook him, though not fo foon but 
that he had opportunity to fly to a {mall thicket of under-woods, which we immediately 
befet; my gunner adventured into the thicket to find whereabouts he lurked, but in 
half a quarter of an hour came running back like a diftrafted man, having left his hat 
and flippers behind him, after being alfo bitten ; but to his very good fortune, the tiger 
intending to have feized him, was fo affrighted Be the falling branches, that he gave 
him opportunity to make his efcape, and the tiger kept the wood. 

One of the Englifhmen, impatient at waiting fo long, refolved to march into the wood 
with his mufquet, if poffible to diflodge him ; the tiger, which was but too foon aware 
of him, fuffered him to approach clofe to him, upon which he fell upon him with 
extreme fury, feizing him with his feet by the fhoulder-blade, and fixing his teeth in 
his fide, and would, without doubt, immediately have torn him in pieces, if by crying 
out he had not drawn me with a party of Negroes to his afliftance ; which obliged the 
tiger to quit his prey : notwithftanding which he was fo miferably handled, that he lay 
fenfelefs about half a day, which was partly occafioned by the venom of the bite, and 
partly by the fright. ; 

The Negroes were fo terrified at the ill-fuccefs of this enterprife, that, utterly bereft 
ofall courage, each quitted his poft where he was appointed to watch, which afforded 
the tiger an opportunity of efcape, which he foon attempted ; but in his flight out of the 
thicket happened fomething very odd. 

‘The under-factor of the Englifh fort had long called out and promifed me (for this 
adventure happened juft under that fort) that he would come to my affiftance, and the 
very moment the tiger quitted the wood, being as good as his word, he came with his 
mufquet in his hand; but the tiger feeing him alone before him, made to him; upon 
which the Englifhman, inftead of coming to us, ran as faft as his legs would carry him 
back towards their fort; but affrighted, and tired with hard running, he fell over a 
ftone about half a mufquet-fhot from home: the tiger had already overtook him, when 
we ftood trembling at a diftance, imagining he would immediately tear him in pieces ; 
but he coming up to him, inftead of attacking, turned from him and took his flight 
forwards in-land, foon getting out of our fight. 

I can give no other reafon why he did not fall on the Englifhman, than that perhaps 
he was afraid of us who followed him with a great cry, if poffible to terrify him ; for 
it was not practicable to fhoot at him, by reafon he was too near the Englifhman, and 
we might as well have chanced to have hit the one as the other: or perhaps the beaft 
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thought he had honour enough by having his enemy under-foot, with which he being 
fatisfied, retired. ; 

Thus ended this chafe, and I do not defire fuch another, for I have feveral times been 
in danger that the Negroes by their random-fhot thould hit me inftead of the tiger. 

This tiger was not hereby deterred from coming again fome days after and killing fome 
fheep, which provoked me to attempt another way to catch him that I had feen in the 
country of Ante. 

I caufed a parcel of very thick pallifadoes to be cut ; of which I made a fort of cage of 
twelve foot iong and four broad, covering it alfo on the top with pallifadoes, to bind which 
the firmer, I laid a thoufand pound weight of ftone on it to prevent his breaking out above ; 
then I caufed a double-plank door to be made for my cage, and in one of the corners 
I made a leffer cage, which took up one fourth of the room of the whole; in which I 
placed a couple of fmall hogs: after which I fet the door like our rat-traps, in fuch a 
manner that the tiger could not come in to feize the hogs without throwing it down and 
fhutting himfelf in, when it would be impoffible for him to come at the hogs by reafon 
of the pallifadoes which fenced them in their little cage. , 

This ftratagem fucceeded fo well that three days after I had finifhed my trap, I caught 
the tiger in itat midnight ; but inftead of roaring, as 1 imagined he would, immediately 
he fet his teeth at work, if poflible to eat his way out of prifon, which he had certainly 
done if he had had but one half hour’s time; for he had foon rent the inner from the 
outer door, and eaten the pallifadoes half through when I interrupted him in his work ; 
and not to dally with fruitlefs fhooting, I clapped the muzzle of my mufquet loaded 
with three balls betwixt the pallifadoes, at which he furioufly catched, and fo furnifhed 
me with a favourable opportunity to difpatch him at one fhot ; by which I punithed his 
thievery and murder. 

We found him about the fize of a common calf, well provided with large teeth and 

claws. 
. This tiger-catching obliged us with a fealt of eight days; for by the cuftom of the 
Antefe country, he that catches a tiger, is privileged for eight days to feize all the palm- 
wine which is brought to the market, without paying any thing for it ; which accordingly 
we did, and the whole mentioned eight days were fpent by the Negroes in fhooting, 
dancing, leaping, and all manner of public jollity. , 

The country of Axim, but much more that of Ante, is full of tigers: they frequently 
in the night-time come not only under, but alfo into our forts, and do a great deal of 
mifchief, making no difficulty of leaping over a wall of ten foot high. 

Before I leave jthis fubjeét, I cannot help refuting the opinion of fome people, that 
the tiger is fo afraid of fire, that without any other: arms than that alone, it is poffible 
to drive him away. I was once of this erroneous opinion myfelf, but have been con- 
vinced of the contrary by experience: for after having received a vifit or two from a 
tiger, to affright him for the future, I kindled a great fire where the fheep ufed to 
fleep in the night ; but not fufficiently relying on that, I ordered five of my fervants to 
lie by the fire with loaded arms; but notwithitanding all this, the tiger came in the 
night and killed a fheep between my two lads, who were fallen afleep, and was moving 
towards the fire, when my fervants, awakened with the cry of the fheep, immediately 
flew up, intending to let fly at him, but he immediately ran away. 

From hence it appears that the tiger is juft as much afraid of fire, as the devil of the 
‘erofs ; and this accident confirms the report of the Negroes, that this beaft will never 
attack a man when he can comeata beaft, for otherwife he could more eafily have fallen 
on tiny two boys than a fheep. : 
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Next the tiger in fiercenefs, is the jackal or wild dog; of which I have already fpoken 
in the defcription of Acra. I hadan opportunity of gratifying my curiofity-with'a fight 
of it in the year 1700, when the prefent King of Commany’s fervants having fhot one, 
were fo civil as to bring it to the caftle: he’ was as big as a fheep, with longer legs ; 
which in proportion to their fize were very thick ; whence you may judge of his 
ftrength: he was covered with fhort hair, which was fpotted; his head was very large, 
flat and broad, provided with teeth, each of which was a finger’s breadth and more; 
fo that in all probability his greateft ftrength is lodged in his mouth and legs ; joined to 
which he alfo hath terrible claws. 3 

I will here prefent you with an example of the fierce boldnefs of this brute, which 
happened at Acra; where one of thefe beafts by night boldly came into a Negro’s 
houfe, and took away a female Negro; which he flung upon his back, and held her 
faft with one leg, intending to proceed on his journey with his prey halting upon three 
legs : but the cries of the poor captive awoke a parcel of Negroes, and brought them 
to her relief; which they foon effected, and found her only a little hurt by the claw 
with which he held her faft. : 

I fhall now add fomething concerning the elephant ; of which I have in one of my 
former letters told you that unprovoked he very feldom falls on mankind, but when 
urged to it falls on with wondrous fiercenefs. Both which I hall here confirm by a 
couple of inftances; and fhew you how difficult it is to kill them. 

Beyond Axim a Negro that was accuftomed to the elephant-chace, and had killed 
feveral, endeavouring to fhoot at one, but miffing his fhot by a flafh in the pan, the 
elephant grew fo enraged, that he purfued, fet on him, and broke him and his mufquet 
to pieces. : 

The fecond accident is more remarkable, and may ferve as an inftruction to others 
that for the future they be not too rafh. . ; 

In the year 1700, in December at fix in the morning, an elephant came here to 
Elmina, walking eafily along the fhore under the hill of St.Jago: fome Negroes were 
fo bold as to go againft him without any thing in their hands, in a fort to welcome and 
bring him in. He fuffered them to encompafs him, and.very quietly went along with 
them to juft under the mount St. Jago: where one of our officers belonging to that 
hill, and a Negro which came down with him, fired on him immediately; and the 
officer’s ball hit him above his eye. This and the following fhot which the Negroes 
poured on him were fo far from provoking him, that they did not move him to mend 
his pace in the leaft; he only feemed to threaten the Negroes betwixt whiles, but ftill 
let them alone. 

It was furprifing, when he threatened to fall on the men, to fee him prick up his 
ears; which were of a prodigious fize: however he went on, and laftly {tept into our 
garden, expedting perhaps civiler treatment there. , 

This extraordinary accident, and our own‘ curiofity, drew the director-general and 
myfelf into the garden ; and we were foon followed by fome of our people. , We found 
him ftanding in the midft of the garden; where, before our coming, he had broke 
down four or five cocoa-trees ; which number, either to divert himfelf or thew us his 
ftrength, he augmented with five or fix more in our prefence. The ftrength which 
he feemed to ufe in breaking down a tree may very fitly be compared to the force 
which a man exerts in order to knock down a child of three or four years old. 

Whilft he ftood here, above one hundred thot were fired at him, which made him 
bleed to that degree, as if an ox had been killed. During all which he did not ftir, 
but only fet up his ears, and made the men apprehend that he would follow them, a 
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. But this fport was accompanied with a tragical event; for a Negro, fancying himfelf 
able to deal with-him, went foftly behind him, catched his tail in his hand, defigning 
to cut a piece of it off; but the eléphant being ufed to wear a tail, would not permit 
’ it to be fhortened in his life-time: wherefore, after giving the Negro a ftroke with his 
{nout, he drew him to him, and trod upon him two or three times; and, as if that 
was not fufficient, lie bored in his body two holes with his teeth, large enough for a 
man’s double fift to enter. Then he let him lie, without making any farther attempt on 
him ; and ftood ftill alfo whilft two Negroes fetched away the dead body, not offering 
to meddle with them in the leaft. 

From both thefe inftances it is fufficiently clear, that unprovoked they do not often 
hurt any body ; but that they grow very fierce when fhot at and miffed doth not fo plainly 
appear, fince this elephant fuffered above three hundred fhot to be made at him, with- 
out any fign of being enraged or refiftance: but as the fame aétions have not always 
the fame fuccefs, I fhould be loath from hence to advife any perfon rafhly to fire at an 
elephant, fince this vaft number of fhot which were thundered at him were not fuffi- 
cient to fetch him down; and thofe who pretend thoroughly to underftand the ele- 
phant-fhooting told us, that we ought to have thot iron-bullets, fince thofe of lead are 
flatted, either by their bones or the toughnefs of their fkin. 

This feems probable; for after his death we found of the vaft quantity of fhot 
levelled at him very few had paffed the bone into his head. Some remained betwixt 
the fkin and the bone ; moft of them, more efpecially the fmall fhot, was thrown off 
by his hide as if they had been fhot againft a wall. The bullets were certainly too 
{mall, fince what the Englifh factor told me, was confirmed by others, that as he was 
in the river Gamby, in a canoe, he killed an elephant, which purfued him, with one 
fhot only. For to imagine that none of the balls hit him in the proper place is not ver 
reafonable, fince in fuch a great number one muft hit right, as appeared after his 
death. 

After the elephant had killed the Negro (which happened not above fixteen paces 
from us), and had been about an hour in the garden, he wheeled about as if he intended 
to fall on us, which made all that were in the garden to fly, each endeavouring to 
fecure himfelf by getting away ; but the greateft part made to mount St.Jago ; think- 
ing, indeed, with reafon, that if they could reach that, they fhould be fafe: but the 
elephant followed nobody out of the garden, which was very fortunate ; for otherwife 
amongft fuch a number of people he had undoubtedly made a great flaughter, fince 
hobody by fwift running could have efcaped him; which I believe on horfeback is 
{carcely to be done. 

We all flew out of the garden, as I have told you, through the fore-door, and the 
elephant took tothe back-door; which, whether in his way, or whether it was too 
narrow for him to pafs, I cannot tell, but he flung the door, though a brick and half 
thick, 4 good diftance ; which I had the good fortune to fee a good way off, but 
could not obferve that to do that he very much exerted himfelf, but rather feemed 
only to touch it lightly. After which he did not pafs through the gap where the door 
had been, but forced through the garden-hedge, going very foftly by mount St. Jago 
towards the river, where he bathed himfelf in order to wafh off the blood with which 
he was befmeared, or to cool himfelf after the heat occafioned by fo much fhot. After 
having refrefhed himfelf a little in the river, he came out and ftood under fome trees 
‘where were fome of our water-tubs; where he alfo cooled himfelf, and broke them 
in pieces, as he did alfo a canoe which lay by them. Whhilft the elephant ftood here, 
the thooting began to be renewed, till at laft he fell down; after which they imme- 
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diately cut off his fnout, which was fo hard and tough that it coft the Negroes thirty 
flrokes before they could feparate it, which muft be very painful to the elephant, fince 
it made him roar; which was the only noife I heard him make: after this he died 
under the mentioned tree; confirming the report of the Negroes, who tell us, that 
whenever an elephant finds his death approaching, if able, he always gets under a tree 
or into a wood. ; 7 

For the truth of which, though I will not be obliged to anfwer, it hath yet thrice 
happened at Elmina : and at Gabon IJ found a dead e ephant in a pleafant thicket ; of 
which more hereafter. 

The elephant was no fooner dead, than the Negroes fell on him in crowds; each 
cutting off as much as he could, fo that he furnifhed a great many as well Whites as 
Blacks with food enough for that day. 

He was not very large; his teeth not weighing above four and thirty pound. - Thus 
we had the diverfion to have a near view of an elephant, and to fee him partly exert 
his ftrength ; and the pleafure had been much greater, if not allayed by the misfortune 
of the poor Negro, though it was his own fault. Hence we began to refle&t to 
what danger we had expofed ourfelves by venturing fo near the elephant; for had he 
but once grown furious, his rage would doubtlefs have coft feveral men’s lives, and per- 
haps we fhould have fallen the firft, not being fo fwift of foot as the Negroes ; befides, 
all making one way, we fhould have been in the way, and obftructed one another’s 
flight. 

SUpon this confideration we refolved never for the future to come fo near an elephant » 
to which I would not advife any man who hath the leaft tendernefs for his life. 

Whilftt Iam writing this, an accident that happened to me at Moure occurs to my 
memory ; which obliges me to add what follows : — Going to my chamber at night in 
order to go to bed, I found an hideous great fpider againft the wall. On account of 
the ftrangenefs of the fpectacle, I called my fub-faor, and both m affiftants to fee it. 
We found his body long, and his head fharp, broader in the fore than hind-part, but 
not round as moft fort of fpiders are. His legs were as large as a man’s finger, ten in 
number, being hairy, and the thicknefs of a little finger. 

The Negroes call this {pider Ananfe, and believe that the firft men were made by 
that creature: and notwith{tanding fome of them by converfation with the Eurdpeans 
are better informed, there are yet a great number, that remain of that opinion; out 
of which folly they are not to be reafoned. This is the greateft piece of ignorance 
and ftupidity that I have obferved the Negroes guilty of; which I have once already 
hinted to you. 

Be pleafed, fir, to take this letter as a fupplement to the defcription of the Gold 
Coaft ; on which fubjeét you are to expect no more. And what refts is that you con- 
tinue always aflured of, fir, yours, &c. 


A DESCRIP- 


( 470 ) 


A DESCRIPTION OF THE SLAVE-COAST. 


LETTER XVI. — Which firft treats briefly of the Country of Quahoe, which is abun. 
dantly enriched with Gold ; after that of the Kingdom of Ladingcour, and Country of 
Lampi, whofe King and Subjects are fubmitted to the Obedience of Aquamboe : this 
Country affording very great Plenty of all Sorts of Cattle. — Of the Slave-trade there. 
— Agriculture and Fifbery.— A copious Defeription of Rio Volta. — The fmall Force 
of Lampi, or the Cotofe King ; and their continual Wars with thofe of Popo.— The 
Land is dry Sand, without Hills, and very barren. — Slave-trade there. — The In- 
habitants converfible and good-natured ; their Poverty ; they live chiefly by Robbery. — 
The Multitudes of Idols here. — A Defcription of Little Popo ; its Barrennefs ; of its 
Inhabitants, thofe which are banifbed Acra are good Soldiers: their War with thofe of 
Offra and Fida ; what paffed therein: they alfo live upon Spoil and Slave-trade ; their 
villanous Nature ; and fome Inftances of their Cheating: formerly a great Trade was 
driven at this Place. — Multitudes of Rats. — A Defcription of Great Popo, which 
was fulject to Fida, but is revolted from it ; their Wars cccafioned thereby, in which 
they were vittorious ; Popo an Wand ; wants Provifions ; Slave-trade there; our 
Company formerly had a Lodge there ; Popo is accounted to be in the Country of Ardra ; 
‘where the Country of Fida begins ; the violent burning of the Sea before it, does a great 
deal of Mifchief ; fome Inftances of it ; the ftrong Current before Vida flops the Ships ; 
pleafant Profpect of the Entrance of that Country ; Extent of it ; it is well cultivated 
and very fertile. — Defcription of Fida ; Nature of the Inhabitants ; their Civility as 
well to us as to one another ; their Compliments ; they are very laborious ; their Occu- 
pations ; Women’s Work ; they eat and drink well; work for fmall Wages ; great 
Slave-trade there ; the Men marry many Wives, of which they are very jealous ; Jevere 
Punifhment inflifted for lying with another Man’s Wife, efpecially the King’s, which 
muft not be touched, and fome not permitted to be feen ; great Number of the King’s 
Wives, of which he fometimes fends away a good many, without his Number being 
diminifbed ; the Women not fond of being the King’s Wife ; the eldeft Son is fole Heir 
to his Father’s Eftate as well as to his Father's Wives? ; the King married his own 
Daughter ; Multitude of Children here; thievifh Nature of the People here ; fome 
Examples of it ; their rich Cloathing ; red Colour prohibited to be worn by any not of 
the Royal Blood ; convenient Habit of the Women ; all their Heads are fhorn ; great 
Offerings in time of Sicknefs ; they are extremely afraid of Death, which muft not be fo 
much as mentioned in Prefence of the King, or any of the chief Men ; an agreeable 
Adventure of the Author's on that account ; the Inhabitants of Vida make no Diftinc- 
tion of Time ; are natural Arithmeticians ; menftruous Women utterly unclean ; their 
Circumcifion ; mufical Inftruments ; they are great Gamefters. : 


Sir, 

YOURS of the 25th reached me in good time, and reading at the very firft your 
thanks, I flattered myfelf that you were pleafed with the defcription of the Gold Coaft 
which I imparted to you; but going on I found myfelf miftaken, and that you would 
not be fo eafily fatisfied, but farther defire an account of thofe countries where our 
Company,.and other nations, drive their flave-trade ; and that I might not want an 
employment, you add a fupplemental requeft, that I would lay the whole pe of 
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Guinea before you. Well, my friend, was it not enough to fet me fuch a tafk, but 
you muft alfo rally me, and acquaint me that idlenefs in this country is very prejudicial 
to my health? which to preferve, of confequence it is abfolutely neceflary to have 
fomething to do, as if I wanted employment befides this you have found me: if you 
think that any perfon of an active genius can want bufinefs here, I dare affure you that 
you will find yourfelf miftaken. Idlenefs here, and I believe all the world over, is 
only the lot of thofe idiots which fcarce know either what they do, or wherefore they 
live: and to let you fee that I am none of thofe, I fhall anfwer your demand, by writ- 
ing you not only what I have myfelf obferved of thefe countries, but alfo whatever is 
confiderable in thofe places where.] have never been, nor never defire to come, though 
I am not willing to be fecurity for the truth of all which I fhall fay ; but yet I dare 
aver, that the perfons from whom I have my informations are fo creditable, that I 
fhould freely rely on their words in things of much greater importance; and therefore 
believe that nothing prepofterous will be found in the relation. 

So as I have received my information, I fhall faithfully tranfmit it to you, without 
adding any thing of my own ; but if their method difpleafe me, or difagree with what 
I have hitherto obferved, I fhall make bold to change it a little, and this is the utmoft 
alteration I intend : and that you may know before-hand what countries they are which 
you will find defcribed, from the information of others, in the following recital, be 
pleafed to obferve, that the defcription of the country from Ardra, through the whole 

ulph of Guinéa to Rio de Gabon, with the traét of land weft of the Gold Coaft, and 
ae the Gold River to,Cabo Monte, is not mine; but all the reft you may take for 
my own, no part of which is the refult of any thing but my own obfervation. ; 

This being, in my opjnion, a fufficient advertifement, I fhall begin with a defcription 
of the remaining part of Guinea, through which I have travelled. ; 

Be pleafed to remember, that in my fifth letter I ended the whole Gold Coaft with 
the village of Ponni, though the gold is brought to us from the country a little lower, 
namely, out of Quahoe, which abounds with that metal, and is fituate beyond that 
tract of land; but by reafon of the fmall acquaintance I have with that country, as 
alfo becaufe its inhabitants go through Aquamboe to Acra, where they drive the 
greateft_part of their trade,’ paffing over this, I fhall confine myfelf to the fea-fide 
only, telling you withal the traét of land betwixt Ponni and Rio Volta is about thirteen 
miles long, being inhabited by the Negroes of Acra, Lampi, and Aquamboe. 

Thofe of Lampi have a King of their own, with the title of King of Ladingcour ; 
though in reality he and his fubje€ts (if they may be fo called) depend entirely on the 
King of Aquamboe, according to whofe will and pleafure he is obliged to regulate 
himfelf ; for upon the leaft difguft, which he or his people give to thofe of Aquamboe, 
they are fo feverely punifhed that the remembrance of it remains for feveral years, 
which is yet ftyled a mild and merciful chaftifement ; for whenever the King of Aquam- 
bog takes a fancy to it, he makes nothing of cutting them a foot fhorter, which punifh- 
ment they are forced to fubmit to without murmuring ; he having at leaft as defpotic 
a power over them as his own fubjects. 

The country hereabouts is indifferently populous and fertile, but extraordinarily ftored 
with cattle, as cows, hogs, fheep, befides chicken, &c. All which are here. daily 
bought very cheap by the Blacks of the Gold Coaft, to tranfport to the Upper Coaft. 

The remaining trade of thefe people confifts in flaves, which are alfo bought up by 
the mentioned Negroes ; but moft of them are tranfported hence by the Englith, French 
and Portuguefe fhips. Sometimes the flave-trade here proves very advantageous, efpe- 
cially about the village Lay. ; 
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{t fometimes happens that when the in-land countries are at peace, here are no flaves 
to be got ; fo that the trade of this place is utterly uncertain, and it only ferves to touch 
at in our paflage this way, without depending on any thing: from it. 

Befides trade, the inhaBitants employ themfelves in agriculture and fithing; the firft 
of which proves reafonably profitable ; but the fithery, efpecially that on the fea, turns 
to none, or at moft, but fmall account; for the fhore here is very high and of very 
difficult accefs: wherefore it is fometimes unapproachable with fmall canoes. But the 
want of fea-fith is here abundantly compenfated by the lakes or rivers, which are extra- 
ordinarily richly ftocked with fith. 

Riv Volta, probably fo called by the Portuguefe, by reafon of its rapid courfe and 
reflux, bounds this tract of land. This is a fine wide river, difcharging its waters fo 
violently into the fea, that it is fometimes vifible three or four miles from the fhore. 
How far this river extends its courfe in-land isto me unknown. The extraordinary 
rapid reflux into the fea, continually carries great numbers of trees along with it; 
which fticking faft at the mouth of the river, occafion a very high burning of extraor- 
dinary violence, as well as lofty agitations of the waves: fo that this place is paflable 
with canoes but twice in the year, and that is commonly betwixt April and November, 
the weather being then ftill upon the Coaft; which generally is juft before the rainy 
feafon, when confequently the reflux of the river is not fo fwift: but after the rains 
it is not poflible to perfuade a Negro to venture, though they are continually ufed ‘to 
pais in their boats along the fhore, which here, by reafon of the mentioned burnings, 
they cannot do. i 

I have four times paffed ry this river on board of fhipping, and each time fome of 
our people were fept aloft, that by difcerning the mouth of this river, they might fee 
shale we had paffed it or no ; and they commonly called to us from aloft, that they 
faw its mouth, and that they were right before it, and at it, or a little way eaft or 
weft of it; which the mafters of the fhips, through ignorance, and I, as well as they, 
firmly believed. 

But in the year 1699, coming in a canoe from Fida, I caufed myfelf to be rowed 
as clofe to-the fhore as poflible, and.as the burnings would permit ; but as curious and 
exact as we were in our obfervation, we could defcry no mouth, nor the leait opening ; 
but difcovered the truth of what one of my fervants (who had performed this journey 
by Jand) told me, that this river, at a fmall diftance from the fhore, and throughout, 
is prodigioufly wide; but that weftward, it is thwarted by a whole tract of Jand, which 
leaves it but a {mall opening or paflage ; and it is natural enough to believe, that by 
reafon of the widenefs within, and the violent reflux of this river, the ebb which 
paffes this fmall mouth muft be much ftronger than if this paflage were proportioned 
to the fize of the river: but enough of this. 

Eaftward of this river, the Cotofe country, by moft called the land of Lampi, be- 
ginneth. From this river to the village Coto or Verhou, is about fourteen Dutch 
miles; the village having formerly been the place of refidence of the King of Coto, 
where I faw and fpoke with him in the year 1698. 

This kingdom is very inconfiderable in ftrength, which yet abates daily by its wars 
with Popo, that have continued for fome years fucceffively ; and they being pretty even 
in force, unlefs they make peace, their difpute is not like to be ended before one of 
them engages fome other,country to their affiftance. But Aquamboe, who would keep 
them both on foot, takes care that neither be deftroyed, by fending affiftance of forces 
to the weakeft fide. 
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When Aquamboe was governed by two chiefs, as I have formerly told you, thofe 
of Popo had a ftrong fupporter of the old, as they of Coto of the young King; thus 
each fide was continually furnifhed with Aquamboean props. ; 

But how it will go with them when the old King is dedd, time will inform: us. 
Thofe of Little Popo, in 1700, watched their opportunity, and, furprizing thofe of 
Coto, fell upon them and obliged them to quit their country ; but I doubt not but 
thofe of Aquamboe will foon reinftate them, and clap a bridle into the mouth of the 
Popoeans. | 

The land of Coto is of a direét contrary fort of nature to that of the Gold Coaft ; 
for as the latter is full of hills, fo the former hath not one: but the foil is verye flat, 
fandy, dry, barren, and void of all trees, except the palm or wild-cocoa ; of which it 
produceth a great number, This land is tolerably provided with cattle, at leaft as 
many as are fufficient to fupply its inhabitants. 

River-fifh is not wanting here, but they can get none out of the fea, by reafon of 
the violent burnings which extends from this place to Ardra, and farther along the 
whole Coaft. 

. Their trade is that of flaves; of which they are able fometimes to deliver a good 

number, but yet not fo many as to lade a fhip. 

I found the inhabitants here very good-natured and civil. I received feveral civilities 
from them, efpecially from the King: when I told him, that after having accomplifhed 
my merchandize at Fida, I defigned to return by land; he offered to come himfelf 
with his whole force to receive me on the borders of his territories, and to condu@ me 
beyond Rio Volta in order to fecure me from any mifchief from the {trolling robbers. 
I thankfully accepted this kind offer, and I fhould certainly have made ufe of it, had 
not thofe of Little Popo (who had alfo promifed to conduét me through the extent of 
their land) caufed me to be diffuaded from it by their ambaffadors, under pretence they 
were afraid I might be fet on by the robbers before they came to me. 

This diffuafive was very faint, and the faid ambaffadors under-hand encouraged me to 
this land-tour, urging it as their private advice, which naturally difcovered their villany : 
which was that they defigned to murther me on my journey, and confequently have 
ftolen all my goods; befides which, they would yet have cleared themfelves by urging 
that they adviled me againft going that way. “ 

I was on this account frightened from-undertaking my intended tour; by which I 
fhould otherwife have difcovered fome particulars worthy your curiofity. : 

But to return to the inhabitants of Coto; in politics, religion, and economics, they 
very nearly refemble thofe on the Gold Coaft, except that I found here a vaft quantity. 
of idol gods, Their language is moftly that of Acra, with a very {mall alteration. By 
reafon their trade is fmatl, they are very poor; very few of them being rich. Their 
moft advantageous trade is taking a journey in-land and ftealing men, which they fell 
to'the Europeans, that come here with their fhips. This is the beft part of their fub- 
fiftence, and indeed all I have to fay of them. 

+ From Coto to Little Popo is about ten miles; the country being as the former, flat 
land, without either hills or trees, and extraordinarily fandy, even to fuch a degree 
that all victuals there dreffed are continually full of fand, and not edible; of which I 
was very fenfible during my three days continuance there: for the King richly 
enone) provided me ‘ok victuals ; but for the mentioned reafon I could not eat, but 
was forced to fetch provifions from on board our fhip to keep myfelf alive. 

This vait quantity of fand, with which the whole land is covered, renders it fo barren, 
that the inhabitants are forced to be viCtualled by thofe of Fida, or at leaft for the 
moft part. 
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The inhabitants here are the remains of the kingdom of Acra behind our fort there ; 
from whence they were formerly driven by the King of Aquamboe. Thofe who efcaped 
fettled here; where they may remain long enough ; for it is not probable that they wilt 
ever return to the poffeffion of their country. 

I have already mentioned their wars with thofe of Coto. They are not very populous ; 
but on the other hand are very warlike. Not many years fince they had a brave 
foldier for their King, whofe name was Aforri, brother to the prefent King. This 
prince, on account of his valour, was very much feared and refpected ; but his greateft 
ftock of fame redounded to him when the Phidalgo of Offra rebelled againft the King 
of Creat Ardra, his lord and mafter, whofe yoke he fhook off, and befides killed our 
chief factor Holwerf. 

To revenge thefe accumulated crimes, the King of Ardra perfuaded King Aforri 
to come againft him with all his force ; which he did, and made fuch fhort work with 
thofe of Offra, that he conquered as foon as faw them; wafted their country, and 
delivered the ohender into his fovereign’s hands: but not content with this victory, 
and pufhed on by the King of Ardra, he marched againft the people of Fida, and 
encamped in their country ; but wanting powder, he delayed attacking the Fidafians, 
in expectation of having it fent him according to the King of Ardra’s promife ; which 
he did not fail to do in large quantity under a good convoy : but the Fidafians, getting 
intelligence of it, fell upon the convoy with a very ftrong party, defeated it, and feized 
all the powder; which Aforri being informed of, and finding himfelf, for want of 
ammunition, not able to ftand again{t his enemies, made a fpeedy as well as very fea- 
fonable retreat; for the Fidafians intended to have fallen on him with their whole 
force the next day, when he and all his army would probably have been very roughly 
treated. 

His enemies, informed of his flight, were not in the leaft inclined to purfue him ; 
but on the contrary did not a little rejoice to find themfelves rid of fuch a dangerous 
enemy. i 

Ato being returned into his own territories, was acquainted that his neighbours of 
Coto were ready to have affifted Fida, if he had ftaid any longer in their country ; 
which he fo highly refented, that with utmoft animofity he took the field againft them, 
and defiring nothing»more than to come to a clofe engagement with them, he attacked 
them, though ftronger than himfelf, but they received him fo warmly, that they had 
quickly killed a great part of his army: upon this, furioufly enraged and defperate, 
and carelefs of himfelf, he flew amongft the thickeft of the enemy, where he was fo 
furrounded that it was impoffible for him to return ; upon which, with feveral of his 
men, after a valiant refiftance, he was left dead upon the {pot. 

The prefent King, though more peaceable and mild, yet prudently revenged his 
brother’s death on the Cotofians, always attacking them in their weakeft condition ; 
which meafures he purfued fo long as to drive them out of their country. 

The inhabitants of Popo, as well as thofe of Coto, depend on plunder and the flave- 
trade; in both of which they very much exceed the latter; for being endowed with a 
much larger fhare of courage, they rob more fuccefsfully, and confequently by that 
means increafe their trade : notwith{tanding all which, to treight a fhip with flaves, re- 
quires fome months attendance. 

In the year 1697, in three days time I could get but three flaves; but they aflured 
me that if I would have patience for other three days only, they fhould be able to 
deliver me one or two hundred. I feemed to approve their propofal, but went on 
board under pretence of fetching fome goods afhore which they defired, and imme- 
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diately weighed anchor and fet fail for Fida ; where I was informed that their incur- 

fions ha anied fo well, that they returned with above two hundred flaves ; which, for 
want of other fhips, they were obliged to fell to the Portuguefe. . 

This nation is more than ordinary fraudulent and thievifh. It is their common 
practice to affure the merchant or factor that they have a ftock of flaves, only to draw 
him on fhore; which having done they never part with him without having fleeced him, 
and befides detained him feveral months. 

The Portuguefe are cheated by them more than any nation ; notwithftanding which 
they cannot avoid trading with them by reafon they are loaded with fuch forry goods, 
that they can {carcely get flaves any where elfe. 

* “In 1698, I found a Danifh fhip there, which was obliged to wait a longer time to 
deal for five hundred flaves, than I {pent in trading for two thoufand at Fida: during 
which time they met with fuch ample proofs of their villanous nature, that I do not 
believe any of that nation will venture thither again. : 

A year or two before this, they dealt in the fame manner with an Englifh fhip, and 
befides cheated him of fome of his goods; but he coming thither again in my time, 
recovered his damages in the following manner : — As foon as he had dropt anchor 
before Popo, fome of the great men, amongft whom was the King’s fon, came on 
board him ; all which he clapped in the Bilboas: from whence he did not difcharge 
them till he was firft re-imburfed and had obliged them to pay a fum befides.  * 

In the reign of this King’s brother, this nation was more eafily dealt with, for when 
he had done his bufinefs, he would not fuffer his fubjects to impofe on the Europeans, 
In his time, one of our Company’s fhips, in eleven days, dealt for above five hundred 
flaves, but that is not what is likely to happen again ; for that nation is at prefent 
fo fraudulent, that undeniably every perfon that deals with them mutt be more or lefs 
cheated. , 

It is perfectly unneceffary to touch any further on the nature and cuftomis of thefe 
people, fince being originally inhabitants of Acra, in religion and government they 
do not much differ from their country-men. 

During my flay here, I found fuch an incredible number of rats, that I thought 
myfelf bound in charity to advertife the inhabitants to be upon their guard and deftroy 
thofe vermin, left increafing upon them they fhould in time drive them out of their 
country. : 

Four miles eaftward from hence is the kingdom of Great Popo, whofe King was 
firft in fubjeétion to Fida, but the prefent King being fet upon the throne by the pre- 
fent King of Fida, in the room of his brother whom he had banifhed, in reward of 
the favours of the Fidafian monarch, he hath withdrawn his allegiance, and thrown. 
off that yoke; at which the Fidafian was fo much enraged, that he raifed a great army, 
which he fent againft Popo, together with the affiftance and ammunition which he 
received from fome French fhips that then lay before Fida, defigning nothing lefs than 
to extirpate them, which he was alfo encouraged to hope, becaufe the French thips 
likewife failed to fall upon that country by fea: but Popo being an ifland fituate in the 
midft of the river, both the French and Fidafians were forced to make ufe of floats to 
come at them; and that nation had put itfelf in fuch a pofture of defence, that it not 
only received its enemies warmly, but after bleeding them, put them to flight, without 
the lofs of one man on their fide; for they fired very brifkly out of their houfes, and 
unperceived of their enemies, by which means they killed a great number of French 
and Fidafians, and fo difordered their forces, that throwing down their arms, they run 
over one another to make their efcape; and if the Popoeans had followed their vic- 
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tory, ia-all probability not one Frenchman would have efcaped alive, they not being fo 
{wift as the Negroes. 

Sincé this fo unfuccefsful enterprife, the King of Fida hath not ventured on any frefh 
attempts with his own forces, but hath been endeavouring even to this prefent time to 
hire other nations to engage in the quarrel ; but though it hath already coft him large 
fums, yet the only faccefs he has met with is to be cheated on all fides; wherefore. 
much againft his will, he is obliged to fuffer the King of Popo in quiet poffeffion of 
his ifland. ; . 

The inhabitants of Popo have fearcely any dwelling places, befides the King’s village 
which, as I have told you, is an ifland, and that fo thinly peopled, and fo infefted by 
the Fidafians, that they cannot cultivate their land quietly ; wherefore they very -fre- 
quently want provifions, and would be ftarved, if they were not furnifhed with edibles 
from even the Fidafians, their greateft enemies, who continually run the rifk of 


capital punifhments, by reafon of the profit they find to accrue by victualling the 
Popoeans. . ; 

‘The natives of Great Popo trade alfo in flaves, which, if no thips come thither 
they fell to thofe of Little Popo; but their greateft gain is by the fith, which they 
catch in their river, and trade with abroad. 

Some years paft we had a houfe or lodge here, but by reafon of the declenfion of 
trade, fince the enmity betwixt Fida and Popo, after the death’of our factor we lett it 
and fince that time we have not traded with them. : : 

# This Popo is the firft place which can properly be reckoned to be in the country of 
Ardra: the Ardrafian language, with very fmall alterations, is here fpoken. The 
government alfo is here upon the fame foot, of which more in the defcription of Fida 
where I fhall give you a fketch of it. 2 

Juft eaftwards of Popo, the country of Fida takes its beginning, and four or five 
miles lower is the road and port. ‘his port is fo incommodious and dangerous, by 
reafon of the horrible burnings in the fea, that we cannot land here without running a 
great rifk ; but in April, May, June, and July, the fea burns fo violently, that, ac- 
cording to the proverb, he ought to have two lives who ventures, - 

About this feafon, difmal accidents are very frequent here, great quantities of goods 
are loft, and many men drowned ; for the fea-burning is fo violent, and rolls fo, that 
a canoe full of people is over-turned, and the canoe {hattered into fplinters in a 

- minute, by which means all that are in it are in danger to be loft, except the rowers 
who, through their fkill in fwimming, may perhaps fave themfelves, ¢ 
turning of canoes happens every day. : 

‘When I was here, in the year 1698, befides flaves, there were five men loft here: 
viz. a Portuguefe captain, a clerk, and three Englifh failors, befides two captains 
which were brought a-fhore for dead, and lived but a very little while after. 

This port hath coft me, or rather the Company, at feveral times, above two hun- 
dred pounds, and doubtlefs it must have been more expenfive to the Englith and others. 
who have not fo good rowers. id 
__ At this time of the year we are troubled with another inconvenience, which is a 
ftrong eaftern tide, which nb boat or fhallop can ftem by rowing, but thofe in the 
boats are obliged to fet them along by fticking their pole in the ground; fo that what 
by one inconvenience or another we are detained here twice as long as is neceflary to 
our flave-trade ; but when our fatigue is over, and we are got on fhore, we feem to 
have paffed from hell to heaven, for having efcaped the apparent dangers of the fea. 
and difcerning fuch beautiful meadow-ground about half a mile off, we cannot help 
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being over-joyed on the account not only of our delivery, but likewife of the future 
pleafures this country promifes. i 

For three feveral ‘times I have lived here about three months, not that my merchan- 
dizing required fo long time; for reckoning one fhip with another, I could difpatch 
each of them in lefs than a month; and which is yet more, I have laden three in four. 
teen days; but what obliged me to ftay was waiting for a yacht to carry me off, and 
preparing for my voyage. 

During my ftay here, I ufed all poffible means to difcover the length and breadth of 
this kingdom, but could never obtain a farther fatisfactory account than that its extent 
along the fea-fhore is about nine or ten miles; and in the middle, it reaches fix or 
feven miles in-land; after which it extends like two arms, and in fome places is fen or 
twelve miles broad, and in others much narrower; fo that it is impoflible for me to 
oblige you with an exaét account of its breadth, but I hope we {hall not quarrel. 

It is, however, unqueftionably certain, that this country is fo very populous, that in 
one village alone, as the King’s, or any of his viceroy’s villages, for inftance, there 
are as many people as in a common Kingdom on the Gold Coaft ; and this land is well 
furnithed with thefe large villages, befides innumerable fmall ones, which are obferv- 
able throughout the whole country, fome not above a mufquet-fhot from each other, 
for thofe who live out of the great villages or towns build and fettle where they pleafe ; 
fo that each family builds a fmall village, which increafes as that multiplies. The great 
number of thefe villages, compofed of houfes which are round at the top, and en- 
compatled with mud walls or hedges, together with the great numbers of all for 
beautiful and lofty-trees, which feem defignedly planted in exact order, afford the mo! 
beautiful profpeét in the world; to render which the more charming ‘and perfeétly 
agreeable, not fo much as one mountain or hillock interpofeth to interrupt the view 5 
but the whole is a fort of infenfibly rifing ground, which is not difcovered till you 
have gone forwards an hour or two, when, turning back, your eyes are regaled with 
a profpeét of the moft charming place that imagination can reprefent ; nor can I be- 
lieve that any country in the world can fhew the like. Befides which, this land is 
covered with a beautiful verdure, compofed either of grafs or trees, and plentifully 
provided with three forts of corn, beans, potatoes, and other fruits, which grow fo 
clofely to each other, that in fome places a foot-path is the only ground that is not 
covered with them ; for the Negroes of this country are fo covetous, that no place 
which is thought fertile can efcape planting, though even within the hedges which 
enclofe their villages and dwelling-places : and they are fo very greedy in this particular, 
that the very next day after they have reaped they are fure to fow again, without 
allowing the land any time for reit. 

The charms of this country have fo far tranfported me, that I have infenfibly paffed 
through it; but fince on account of its excellence (comparatively taken and confidered 
as on this Coait), it deferves a very particular defcription : 1 therefore defign to divide 
it into three heads, viz. firft, I fhall treat of the nature and manners of the inhabitants 5 
fecondly, of their religion and government ; and, thirdly, of the cattle and fruits of this 
country. 

As the firft will take up the remainder of this letter, fo the other two fhall be treated 
of each ina letter apart. But I defire you not to be tired if they all, but more efpe- 
cially this, happen to be fomewhat long; I hall not grudge my pains in writing it ; 
and if you put too great a value on the time to read it, the remedy is eafy 3 you may 
tear off what you will, and not walte fo much time on it as to perule it. 

But 
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‘But as'to my. firft particular, I muft needs fay,~that the inhabitants of Fida far ex. 
ceed all other Negroes (that I have had the opportunity of converfing with) both in 
good and bad qualities ; as the: following lines, if worthy your reading, will inform 

ou: — . 

y I mult own, that, from -the higheft to the loweft, they treat us in the moft civil, 
obliging, and engaging manner in the world; and as all Negroes continually teaze 
us for prefents, thefe, on the contrary, never defire beyond a morning draught, and 
had rather give than receive. When we trade with them, they are very well pleafed 
that we acknowledge the fervices they have done us; but they are incorrigibly fond of 
their ancient cuftoms, but this is fo reafonable that no perfon .can deny them that 
privilege. 

They are fo civil to each other, and the inferior fo refpedtful to the fuperior, that at 
firft I was very much furprifed at it; for if any of them goes to vifit his fuperior, or 
meets him by chance, he immediately falls on his knees, and thrice fucceffively kiffes 
the earth, claps his hands, wifhes his fuperior a good day or good night, and congra- 
tulates him; which the other, either fitting or Standing, or whatever potture he is 
found in, barely anfwers, with foftly clapping his hands, and wifhing the other a good 
day; and if he is extraordinarily civil, he faith, it is enough. All which time the 
former remains fitting or proftrate on the earth, till the other departs, unlefs his affairs 
call him away ; when, after begging leave, he retires, creeping on the ground ; for 
it would be thought a great crime to fit upon a chair or bench in prefence of his 

erior. 

The like deference is paid by the younger to the elder brother, the children to the 
father, and the wives to their hufbands ; none of which will deliver or receive any 
thing to or from his or her fuperior, brother, father, or hufband, otherwife than upon 
the knee, and with both hands together, which isa fign of yet greater fubjection ; and 

_if they {peak to any of the faid perfons, their hand is always clapped before their 
mouth, that their breath may not offend the other. 

When two perfons of equal condition meet each other, they fall both down on their 
knees together, clap hands, and mutually falute, by withing each other a good day ; 
which ceremonies are alfo nicely obferved, by their followers and dependants on each 
fide, which looks v. ry agreeable. 

If a principal perion happen to fneeze, all thofe in their prefence fall upon their 
knees ; and after having kiffed the earth, and clapped their hands, with him all hap- 
pinefs and profperity. : 

‘When a perfon is prefented with any thing by his {uperior, having received it, he 
claps it in his hands, and after kiffing the earth, very fubmiffively returns thaiks. In 
fhort, the inferior here fhews as much refpeét to the fuperior, as I believe is practifed 
in any place of the world; which is very different from the Negroes on the Gold Coaft, 
who live together without any diftinétion, like brute beafts: nor do they differ lefs 
from the mentioned Negroes in induftry, for whereas the Gold Coaft Negroes indulge 
themfelves in idlenefs as their favourite vice; here, on the contrary, men as well as 
women are fo vigoroufly induftrious and laborious, that they never defift till they have 
finifhed their undertakings ; and are continually endeavouring after work, in order to 
get money. : 

Befides agriculture, from which the King and afew great men are only exempted, 
their manufa€tures are fpinning of cotton, weaving of fine cloaths, making of cala- 


baffes, wooden veffels, Affagayes and fmith’s-ware, and feveral other handicrafts, which 
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are in greater perfection here than on the Gold Coaft’; befides which, they alfo have 
fome which the other have no knowledge of. 

‘Whilit the men are fo diligently employed, the women are not idle; they brew, or 
rather boil beer, and drefs viétuals, which they carry to market to fell, together with 
their hufband’s merchandize ;~fo that both men and women ‘here are employed in 
getting of money, and each zealoufly ftrives to out-do the other. Hence it is that 
they live very fplendidly, and not as the Blacks on the Gold Coaft, who dare. not 
think of a good morfel when it is dear; for thefe on the other fide, as well the 
higher as lower fort, eat of the beft that is to be gotten, as long as they have any 
thing to {upport it ; and when that fails, they are upon the hunt, to get more; but to 
afk them to work with an empty belly, would be to knock at a deaf-man’s door’ on 
which account I think no man can blame them, fince it is but reafonable that they 
fhould, before they begin, be fenfible for what they take pains. 

They work for {mall wages, and the fervice which the meaner fort do us-confifts in 
carrying our goods from the fhore to the King’s village, where our houfe is. ‘This 
being about three miles, for every burthen of goods we commonly pay from eight to 
twelve pence, in proportion to the weight of it; the price of each burthen being 
exaétly adjufted. From hence you may colleét, that the men work very cheaply here ; 
but they play an after-game, of which I fhall hereafter inform you. 

With aburthen of one hundred pounds on their head, they run a fort of continual 
trot, which is fo fwift, that we Hollanders cannot keep up with them without difficulty, 
though not loaded with an ounce weight. 

‘Thofe who are very rich here, befides hufbandry, in which their wives and flaves 
are employed under ther, drive a very confiderable trade, not only in flaves, but all 
other fort of commodities. 

They are fo diligent in the flave-trade, that they are able to deliver one thoufand flaves 
every month, if there are no fhips at Jakin, which is fubordinate to Great Ardra, and 
fituate but three miles below Fida, which makes a very confiderable alteration ; for the 
King of Great Ardra, through whofe territories moft of the flaves are obliged to pats, 
when the fhips are there, to favour his own fubjeéts, very commonly fhuts up all the 
pafles to Fida by a very ftrié prohibition ; ee which his fubjects are obliged to deal 
by ftealth with thofe of Fida (againft whofe King he isan irreconcileable enemy), which 
yet they continually do, feeming noc much concerned at their Kings’ difputes. Not- 
withftanding which, trade doth not flourifh fo well as when the King of Ardra leaves. 
commerce open betwixt his fubjeéts and thofe of Fida. 

The remaining cuftoms and manners of the natives of Fida, not affecting their reli 
gious worthip, are very like thofe on the Gold Coaft, excepting only, as I have already 
hinted, that thefe exceed the other in all particulars of living ; for whereas the former 
content themfelves with one, two, three, and the moft confiderable men, with eight, 
ten or twenty wives; they have here forty or fifty, and their chief captains three or 
four ‘hundred, fome one thoufand, and the King betwixt four and five thoufand. ; 

Molt of thefe wives ferve to till the ground, for their hufbands only ; but the mot 
beautiful ftay at home, where they are not yet excufed from working ; befides which 
they are obliged to ferve and wait on their huiband. No rich Negro will fuffer any man 
to enter the houfes where his wives refide. 

The men here are fo ftrangely jealous of their wives, that on the leaft fufpicion in 
the world, they fell them to the Europeans ; being in this particular very different from 
the Negroes of the Gold Coaft, who make no manner of feruple of driving a public 


trade with their wives’ body. 
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The cuftom of this country is vaftly different from that; for if any perfon here pre- 
fume to debauch another’s wife, if the injured perfon is a rich man, the offender muft 
not only die, but {uch a crime is, befides that, fufficient to plunge his whole family 
into flavery. : 

if any perfon happen barely to touch any part of the body of one of the King’s wives, 
defignedly, or by the moft unforefeen accident in the world, his head, or at leaft his 
liberty, is thereby forfeited: he being, for a punifhment of his innocent crime, doomed 
to perpetual flavery. Wherefore all thofe whofe bufinefs lies near the King’s houfes, 
call out aloud that his wives may be informed there is a man thereabouts. 

For the fame reafon the King (as I have before hinted) is ferved by his wives in his 
houfe, not permitting any man to enter the walls thereof, unlefs to repair it, or do 
what the women cannot, upon which occafion the women are obliged to retire to 
another part of it. , A 5 

When the workmen are tiling or repairing the King’s houfe, they continually call 
out, that the King’s wives may, during that time, keep within ; for if they fhould hap- 
pen to fee them only, it Would be imputed to them as a crime. 

So when the King’s wives go to the field to work, as they do daily by hundreds, 
they are certain, whenever they meet aman, to cry out, * Stand clear ;” after which 

- he either immediately falls on his knees or flat on the ground, and waits their pafling 
‘by him, without prefuming fo much as to look at them. 
On account of the leait difguft or trifle, the King fometimes fells eighteen or twenty 
f his wives, which doth not at all leffen their number, for three of his principal cap- 
tains, to whom the government of the feraglio is entrufted, daily fupply their, places 
with frefh ladies; for whenever they fee a beautiful virgin, they immediately prefent 
her to the King, which none of his fubjeéts dare prefume to refufe or contradi&, 

When a lady is prefented to the King that happens to pleafe him, he does her the 
honour to lie with her twice or thrice ; after which fhe is obliged to pafs the remainder 
of her life like anun: for which reafon, the women are fo far trom being greedy of the 
honour of being the King’s wives, that fome of them prefer a fpeedy death to fuch a 
miferable life. 

About two years paft thefe captains endeavoured to bring him a beautiful young maid ; 
but fhe not being very fond of a nun’s life, fled from them, and they purfuing her, the 
defpairing threw herfelf into a deep well, in which fhe was ftifled. I leave her cafe to 
be determined by the ladies. : 

Upon the father’s death, the eldeft fon inherits not only all his goods and cattle, but 
his wives ; which he immediately holds and enjoyeth as his own, excepting his own 
mother ; for whom he provides a feparate apartment, and fufficient fubfiftance, in cafe 
fhe cannot live without it. This cuftom obtains not only with the King and captains, 
but alfo amongft the commonalty. 

This prefent King married two of his own daughters: but they dying quickly after, 
and his brutal pleafures being of a fhort duration, he imagines that the gods that way 
punifhed him for his crime; which hath drawn from him an oath never to repeat it for 
the future. To prevent temptation, in my time he married his only daughter to the 
Englifh Company’s fa€tor here; and once talking very freely with him, I, in a jefting 
manner, impofed a fort of fine upon him for not having made me the firft offer of her. 
He willingly-paid his fine, adding withal, that though his daughter was married, fhe 
was yet at my fervice, if I defired her, fince one word was fufficient to call her home. 
What think you, fir, are not this King’s daughters very cheap? But the mifchief 
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ts, that marrying a King’s daughter in this country is not very advantageous, otherwife 
I had not failed long fince to be happy that way. ; 

From fuch a multitude of wives, a great number of children may reafonably be 
expected. You may eafily believe this when I aver to you, I have feen men that were 
fathers of above two hundred children; but, however, to’ put it out of doubt, not 
only myfelf, but feveral others who have enquired into it, are afcertained of the truth 
of it in two inftances ;° the firft of-which is one of the King’s captains, that ferved us 
feveral years as an interpreter, whofe name is Agoei. ‘ 

Tonce afked him in prefence of one of our captaisis and my afliftant, how many 
children he had, having always obferved a good number with him; to which he, 
fighing, anfwered, that he had been fo very unhappy in that particular, as not to have 
many, and that he could not pretend to above feventy; I afked him whether he had 
not had more that wereglead ; he told me yes, about as many as were at prefent alive. 
And yet this man thought that both thefe numbers, making together one hundred and 
forty, were but a very fmall number; from whence you may guefs what number is 
fufficient to make a man rich, or well-{tocked with children. 

The King, who was prefent at this converfation, aflured me that one of his viceroys, 
affifted by his fons and grandfons with their flaves, had repulfed a powerful enemy 
which came againft him. That this viceroy, with his fons and grandfons, could make 
out the number of two thoufand, not reckoning daughters or any that were dead. 
Judge then, fir, whether, if a new world were difcovered, thefe men would not oo 
to people it. : : 

if oe I have told you is true, as I do not in the leaft doubt but it is, being con- 
firmed by the King’s afleveration in the prefence of all his principal men ; and this whole 
country is fo prolific, it is not very furprifing that it is fo populous, or annually {ells 
fo many flaves. 

Having detained you long enough on the head of the marriages of the Fidafians, let 
us now take a view of their dealing with, or keeping the goods of others. To this pui- 
. pole is what the King faid to me the firft time I came to Fida; His Majefty’s advice 
and character of his fubjects ran thus: —“* That his fubjects were not like thofe of 
Ardra and other neighbouring countries ; which upon the leaft umbrage received from 
the Europeans would poifon them. This is,” continues he, ‘ what you have no rea- 
fon to fear here; but I advife you to take particular care of your goods, for my people 
feem to be born expert thieves, and will rob you of no more than the} can come at.” 

I was entirely fatisfied with this frank declaration of the King’s, refolving to be fo care- 
ful that their pilfering nature fhould not much redound to my damage ; but I reckoned 
without my hoft, for I afterwards found that they were the greateft and moft cunning 
thieves in the world. 

Except three or four of the moft confiderable men, all this nation, high and low, 
rich and poor, are tainted with this vice. In fhort, not to exclude any body in the 
whole country, as I have before hinted, they are fuch expert thieves, that they obliged 
a French merchant to fay. of them, that they underftood the art of thievery bétter than 
the cut-purfes and pick-pockets of Paris. Would you know what extorted this charater 
of that nation from him ; it was, that being ready to depart, he had packed up allhis 
goods in his pack-houfe, to which he had alfo added a great number of chickens, de- 
figned for his voyage, refolving to thip off all the next day; but he was excufed that 
trouble, for when he came to his warehoufe next morning, he found neither goods nor 
iowl, though the warehoufe was firm and clofe, and well locked, fo that he could not 
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imagine which way the thievery had been aGted;. though I aftérwariis'difcovered the 
trick at my coft. : A, 

The Negroes of the Gold Coaft are very thievifh, but are not to be compared with 

thefe. Inever fawa fhip here of what nation foever, that they have not robbed of 

coods to a confiderable value; for, as 1 have already told you, it being ‘three: miles 
Fon the King’s village to the fhore,, all which, way we are neceflitated to make ufe of 
thefe villains to carry our goods, they are hereby furnifhed with the beft opportunity 
in the world to play their part; of which there is no hindering them: though inftead 
of Argus you had a watchman with a thoufand eyes, they would yet deceive him ; and 
if wo bopper to catch them and reprehend them for it, they have affurance enough to 
afk us, whether we can imagine that they would work fo hard as they do, for fuch 
{mall wages, without the liberty of ftealing. 

In my time the Englifh fewed up their fmall barrels of Bagfies (the money of this 
country) in facks, thinking thereby to have fecured them from the pilfering fingers of 
the Negroes; but they were miftaken ; for as they were carrying them, on the way, 
they cut the facks of the barrels, and dug out their Boefies at the chinks of the barrel 
with an iron chiffel. They are acquainted with an hundred feveral ways of ftealing, 
which would be too long to recite here. 1 fhall only add that no perfon can provide 
againft them; and if we complain to the King, we cannot expect any juftice, much 
lefs retribution. For though the King gives order to have the guilty fearched after and 

— yet no perfon dare inform, for fear of the King’s eldeft fon, who commonly 
ares with, and confequently protects thefe villains. 

‘And if we fhould prefume to think, that when our goods are in the warehoufes, 
they are then in a fale harbour, we fhould find ourfelves grofsly miftaken : at firft I 
was of that opinion, but having had ftolen from me, in one night’s time, above the value 
of fixty pounds fterling in goods, I changed my opinion, believing that the only way 

. to be free from their thievery, was to leave them and their country. I then found the 
locks of my warehoufe entire, and had very fafely kept the key ; fo that at firft I could 
not imagine which way. the thievery was committed, but afterwards I difcovered.the 
villany: I obferved that in the garret, which was thatched with reed and clay or mud, 
to prevent firing, they had made a hole, and affifted by a pole with a hook at the end 
of it, had drawn out my goods. 

But they had made fuch a large hole in the Frenchman’s warehoufe, that a man 
might pafs through it. In fhort, go how it will, they are fure to fteal fomething ; but 
having {aid enough on this fubjeét, it is time to think of fomething elfe ; and before we 
fpeak of their government and religion, we fhall give fome fhort hints on other fubjects. 

The Negroes here are more richly cloathed than thofe of the Gold Coaft, except in 
gold and filver, which they have not here, nor are they acquainted with its worth. 
They wear five or fix cloaths, all of different forts, one above the other, the uppermoit 
of which is eight or nine yards long, which they wrap very decently about their body. 
None are permitted to wear red except thofe of the royal family only. 

The women alfo wear a multitude of cloaths or panes, heaped one over another, each 
of which is not above a yard and half a quarter long, or a yard and a half long, of 
which: they buckle their two ends on their bellies. Thefe cloaths very clofely cover 
the pofteriors, but fit very loofe before, infomuch that if the wind blows a little frefh, 
what modefty obliges to cover is frequently expofed. 

The Negroes tell us that this fafhion was the women’s invention, and grounded on a 
convenience which they found in it, as doubtlefs every mode is fome way or other 
wfeteal . 
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It is odd enough to obferve that all men, women and children go with their heads 
clofely thorn bya razor, and that without any covering in rain, wind, the fcorching fun,. 
or be the weather how it will: and if it is certainly true that going with the head naked 
renders it very hard, I dare aver that the Negroes muft be very hard-headed, fince 
they are always bare in that part; and hence ir is, as well as from their heards being 
clofely fhorn, that the old men feem younger than they really are. 

If the Negroes on the Gold Coaft, when feized by ficknefs, are very diligent in the 
ufe of medicines, and numerous offerings for the recovery of their health; the Negroes 
here exceed them, efpecially in the laft, which is the employment of feveral whole days. 

The medicinal remedies are the fame with thofe on the Gold Coaft, but the offerings 
are very different: here each perfon referves a place under the open air, which ds fet 
apart for that purpofe, and hedged about with reeds and other trafh. In this confecrated 
place they continually facrifice in order to obtain health and profperity. 

They are fo very feafful of death, that they very unwillingly hear it mentioned, for 
fear that alone fhould haften their end. No Negro in the whole country dare prefame 
to {peak of death in prefence of the King or any great man, on penalty of undergoing 
it as a punifhment himfelf, 

The firft voyage I made hither, being upon my departure, I afked the King (who 
owed me about one hundred pounds serine) who fhould pay me in cafe of his death 
at my return ; all thofe prefent were perfeétly amazed at this queftion ; but the King, 
who underftood a little Portuguefe, ane me right, and finding that I was ignorant 
of their cuftoms, {milingly anfwered, that I ought not to trouble myfelf about that, ‘y 
he fhould not die, but always live. I foon perceived that I had been guilty of {orf 
folecifm in their manners, wherefore I took my leave and retired to my apartment; but 
withal afking the captains which followed me the reafon of their aftonifhment. They 
replied, that no perfon, on pain of death, dared prefume to {peak of death itfelf fo pub- 
licly in the King’s prefence, much lefs talk of his own dying. Iwas then filent; but 
in my fecond and third voyage, growing more familiar with the King, and his before- 
mentioned great men, I have frequently ridiculed their vain fear of death; and 
accuftomed them to it, fo that in time they began to laugh at it themfelves, efpecially 
the King (who is a very‘jolly fellow) when I frighted any of his captains with death ; 
but no Negro will venture to open his lips on that fubjec. 

The Negroes live in a manner by guels, making no manner of diftinGtion of times. 
They have no feftivals, nor divifions of hours, days, weeks, months or years, but 
reckon their fowing time by moon-fhines, and very well know that every three days 
there is a great market. : 

They are fo accurately quick in their merchandize accompts, that oe eafily reckon 
as juftly and as quick in their heads alone, as we with the affiftance of pen and ink, 
though the fum amounts to feveral thoufands; which makes it very eafy to trade with 
them, and not half fo troublefome as to deal with other and much duller Negroes. 

I beg you would not be furprifed that I jumble my matter confufedly together, for 
not allowing myfelf time to digeft it; fo I defire you would pleafe to take it in good 
part, let it fall how it will: but if you defire what I write to be thrown into an accu- 
rate method, after you have received it, you have it in your own hands and power. 
But for the prefent, I can give you no further confolation, than that the glafs is aleoft 
run out, and this letter is very near its conclufion. 

Menftruous women are efteemed fo unclean, that they are not permitted entrance 
into the King’s, or other great men’s houfes, on lefs penalty than death, or perpetual 
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- The circumcifion of infants, efpecially the males, is here cuftomary; but if they 

e atked -whence this cuftom was deduced, they readily anfwer, that it was traditionally 
handed to them by their anceftors, and they at prefent neither know the reafon nor 
fignification. i 

I have juft hinted that the male-infants were circumcifed, in which you will perhaps 
think I am in the right, fince the cuftom is fcarcely praéticable in the other fex: but I 
can affure you, fir, that fome girls are here liable as well as the boys. You, as a 
phyfician, need make no farther queftion on that head; and I refer the ignorant to 
what Mr, Arnold van Overbeck faith concerning the Hottentots at the Cape of Good 
Hope. 

The Negroes differ very much from each other in the circumcifion of children 3; fome 
do it at four, five, or fix, and others at eight or ten years of age. 

Their mufical inftruments are much better than thofe on the Gold Coaft, and they 
are alfo much modefter in the ufe of them, for in the time of mourning they never 
teaze you with the noife of them. 

They are very great gamefters, and willingly ftake all they are mafters of in the 
world at play ; and when money and goods are wanting, like the Chinefe, they flake 
firft wife and children, and then land and body. 

Not to detain you any longer, I fhall pafs by their mufical as well as gaming inftru- 
ments, and conclude this from him, who, at all times, and in all places, is, fir, 
yours, &c. 


LETTER XIX.— Which briefly treats concerning the Government of Hida; capitat 
Crimes very rare here ; Punifbment of Murder, and of violating one of the King’s 
Wives ; sibee Crimes charged with pecuniary Muléts only. — The Oath of Rurgation, in 
what Manner adminiftered. — The Age of the King, his Temper, bis Chamber of Audi- 
ence, domeftic Office, Revenue, and Receivers thereof; what Portion accrues to ‘the 
King by the Sale of a Slave ; his Revenue which arifes fram Fifh, and his Cuftoms, 
how much on each Ship ; concerning the Captains ; the Riches of this Prince; at what 
Charges be is obliged to live, and his great Expences ; no Perfon permitted to fee the 
King eat, or know where he lodgeth, except his Wives ; his Prefents to the Europeans ; 
he is adored as a Demi-god ; his Cloaths, and Children, and the Nature of the latter ; 
how he came to the Throne ; a barbarous Cuftom on occafion of the Death of their 
Kings ; the King’s Commands executed by his Wives, whence a pleafant Adventure is 
related. — The Religion and Superftition of the Fidafans ; their Multitude of Idols, of 
which a Negro gave a very diverting Explication ; their Notion of the true God ; 
their principal Deities ; firft of the Snake, to which great Offerings are made, chiefly 
by the King ; the Houfe of their chiefeft God, where fituate, of what Largenefs, and 
how found out ; Offerings formerly fent by the King to the Snake-houfe, but at prefent 
abslifbed, and why ; a large Account of the King’s Revenue on account of the Snake's 
Worfoip, which Cheat, though known to be fuch by the Negroes, yet for certain Reafens 
they dare not oppofe it ; he who injures the Snake condemned to the Flames 3_ the tragical 
Fate of fome Englifh on that account ; another which befel a Gold Coaft Negra; Mul- 
titudes of Snakes in the Dwelling-places of the Europeans ; the Author paid for the 
imaginary boarding of a Snake ; thefe idolatrous Snakes do not injure Mankind 3 the 
Negroes cannot bear any Difcourfe againft the Snake ; how they behave themfelves, if 
by chance they happen to kill one of them; a pleafant Adventure between a Hog and 
4 Snake, which coft the Lives of fome Hundreds of the former; the Trees are the - 
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. second-rate Gods of the Natives of Fida ; the Sea their third God ; on what Occafiont 
the two laft are honoured with Orifons and Sacrifices ; Priefts and Priefteffes in great 
Efteem.; the laft called God’s Children ; their great Authority ; what the Fidafians 
think of diabolical Spirits, and Hell, in which Belief they have been long fince con- 
Jirmed ; Difesurfe betwixt a Fidafian Captain and an Auguftine Friar. 


Sir, ; 

EN my laft, dated » I divided my defcription of Fida into three parts; of the 
arit of which, 1 therein treated at large; and the fecond, namely, their government 
and religion, I fhall difpatch in this; but the firft part of this head affording nothing 
very particular, I fhall not detain you long on it. | 

The government, for fo far as it relates to the country, or the war, is vefted in 

the King and his principal great men; but in criminal cafes the King affembles his 
council, compofed of certain perfons, opens the indiétments to them, and requires 
each perfon to declare his fentiments, what punifhment the criminal deferves. When 
the verdict pleafes him, execution is accordingly done in purfuance to it; but if he 
diflikes it, he obliges the council to retire, and punifheth the malefactor according to 
his royal will and pleafure. 
. Here are very few capital crimes, which are only murders and committing adultery 
with the King’s or his great men’s wives ; but the Negroes, as I have already hinted, 
being very fearful of death, are the moft careful people in the world how they incur 
ghat penalty. Notwithitanding which, from time to time, feveral venture fo far as to 
deferve that punifhment, of which I fhall give you fome inftances that happened within 
thefe five or fix years. ' 

The two firft are of two Blac&s, both executed for murder in the fame manner, viz. 
they were cyt open alive, their intrails taken out of their bodies and burned ; after 
which, their corpfe were filled with falt, and fixed on a ftake in the middle of the 
Market-place, where I faw them in my firft voyage thither. 

About four years paft a Negro, who had been tardy with one of the King’s wives, 
being caught, was, together with the female accomplice of his crime, brought to the 
place of execution in the open field, where he was fet as a mark for feveral great men, 
by way of diverfion, to how their fkill in darting the Affagays at him, by which this 
poor wretch was miferably tormented. After this, in the prefence of the offending 
lady, he was bereft of his moft criminal member, and after being obliged to throw it 
into the fire himfelf, they were both put into a deep pit, being firft bound hand and 
foot ; then their executioners fet a pot of boiling water upon the fire, out of which 
they by degrees laved fome on the poor criminals till it was half out, upon which 
they poured the remainder on them all at once, and filling the pit with earth, buried 
them alive. 

Two years after this, a young man was taken, that had fhut himfelf up in the King’s 
dwelling-place in women’s habit, and enjoyed feveral of the King’s wives ; but at laft 
fearing a difcovery, they refolved to take their flight ; and not contented with having 
cuckolded the King, they defigned to make up a good pack of the King’s goods, which 
might fubfift them in another country ; but they were catched, attempting the latter 
part of their enterprife, though not all, but only the Negro and one woman; and no 
torture inflitted on the former, was fufficient to extort from him a difcovery of any 
more, fo fentence paffed to burn him with the woman. : 

The Negro feeing the King’s wives fo very forward to bring wood to burn him, 
could not forbear laughing, thereby hinting that they were at prefent very a ie 
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Furnith fuel for the execution of him with whom they had paffed many a night very 
agreeably ; this he not only expreffed by his laughter, but publicly faid; but would 
not accufe any of the guilty, for which reafon thele two only were punifhed, who 
accompanied one another in life and death. 

From what I have faid you may obferve, that the King knows very well how to find 
out thofe who injure him; but in the affair of doing jultice to others he is fomewhat 
deaf. 

The remaining crimes of the Negroes are moftly compounded by a pecuniary mult : 
which the King, without calling his captains to his afliftance, takes himfelf, except one 
of his favourites, named Captain Carter, who is juitly called the King’s foul ; fince 
without him he will not do any thing, though even of the leaft importance. ‘This per- 
fon, in my time, was, as we here call him, Captain Blank, or the captain to whom the 
European affairs were all entrufted. . 

If any perfon here is accufed of any crime, and denies the fa&t, he is obliged to 
clear himfelf by Fetiches, as on the Gold Coaft; or otherwife (which is here very 
common), he is brought to a river, not far from the King’s court 5 to which is afcribed 
the ftrange quality of immediately drowning all the guilty perfons which are thrown 
into it (contrary to the European manner of trying witches); but the innocent come 
clear out of it without any damage; fuppofing withal that they fave themfelves by 
fwimming : in which art all of them pene very expert, I never heard that this river 
ever yet conviéted any perfon ; for they all come well out, paying a certain fum to the 
King ; for which end alone I believe this trial is defigned. te. 

‘The viceroys in their governments generally follow the fame rule, and condemn the 
malefaétors to pay a certain fum for their ufe. eo. 3 

Having little more to fay concerning their government, I fhall now apply myfelf to 
the King’s houfehold and ftate. 

The prefent King is aged fome years above fifty, but as vigorous and fprightly as a 
man of five and thirty: he is the moft civil and generous Negro that I have obferved 
among the black kind, and is never better pleafed than when we defire a favour of 
him. It would be very eafy to obtain whatever we afked of him, if a parcel of rafcally 
flatterers did not continually buzz leflons of good hufbandry in his ears, not really out 
of kindnefs to him, but only in order to draw to themfelves what by their frugal advice 
they prevent his beftowing on others: and I have obferved that he daily more and 
more hearkens to thefe fort of people; for inftead of being kind to us, he is now fo 
obftipate and humourfome in_ his trading with us, that we fcarcely know how to deal 
with him: for at firft he left it to us what to offer, now, on the contrary, he will have 
every thing his own way; he will have the choiceft and vendible part of our merchan- 
dizes in exchange for his flaves, which falls very heavy on the merchant ; for befides 
that, he is obliged to give him one-third, fourth, or fifth, at leaft extraordinary for 
every flave; the beft goods being difpofed of, the remainder are not to be put off but 
to difadvantage : whereas if the King would be a little reafonable, as he was the firft and 
fecond time I was there, we could eafily difpofe of the whole cargo. 

This King’s train is fo very mean, that it-is fcarcely worth mentioning, he being 
attended by none but his wives only. Once, or at moft, twice every year, he goes 
abroad, = he appears in a fort of fplendid retinue, more efpecially accompanied 
with his wives, who amount to above one thoufand ; each of which is dreffed in the 
richeft and moft fplendid manner. At this time all his moft beautiful wives, who are 
always clofely enough fhut up, may be feen ; and with them a rich treafure of coral, 
which is worth even more than gold. In this progrefs he is not accompanied with fo 
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much as one man; but he before-hand advertizes all his great men where he intends 
to divert himfelf, whither they go to wait for him, ftill taking care they keep far 
enough off his wives, as being allowed no greater favour than to fee them as they 
afs by. : 

: The remaining part of the year the King remains in his houfe, indulging himfelf 
in no other diverfions than what his wives afford him, except when he goes to the 
place of audience, in order to be informed by his captains if any thing hath happened, 
or to impart his commands to them. Which being done, he goes to the place of 
audience appointed for the Europeans, to difcourfe with them concerning commerce. 
Where, when he and J had no other bufinefs, I have fpent many days in one fort of 
game or other (to all which, wag 2 to the genius of that nation, he is-{trangely 
addicted), we playing for an ox, hog, iheep, &c. but never for goods or money ; and 
I had always that advantage of him, that if I won, he immediately fent home my 
winnings : but, on the contrary, if I loft, he did not defire to receive my lofings. In 
this place of. audience, there are two foot-benches, one broad covered with a cloth, 
and provided with an oval ftool, according to the cuftom of the country, this is for 
the King ; and 'the other covered with mats for the Europeans to fit next the King and 
converfe with him, always bare-headed ; not that they are ordered to do fo, but be- 
caufe they always find that he is pleafed therewith. Whenever we enter this place 
of audience, we are defired to lay by our fwords, becaufe the King doth not like that: 
any fhould appear armed before him. It is diverting enough to fpend a whole day 
avith the King here ; for befides that he is very good company, he is continually enter- 
taining you with the beft that he has to eat and drink. 

No perfon is fuffered to ‘drink out of the fame glafs or cup with the King, but he 
hath always one kept particularly for himfelf; and that which hath but once touched 
another’s lips he never ufes more, though it be ‘made of metal that may be cleanfed 
by fire. 

"When any of the Europeans eat in his prefence (which he is very fond of ), the table 
is indifferently regularly furnifhed and ferved. All his great men or nobles lie proftrate 
on the earth around, as long as he is prefent, without daring to rife: and what the 
Europeans leave at their table is beftowed upon them, which they very greedily eat, 
whether they like it or not, and though they have ten times better at home ; and were 
it not to affront the King’s diet, would not touch it. . 

The pofts or offices which this King beftows, are of three forts: firft, the viceroys, 
here called Phidalgoes or governadors, which compofe the firft ftate of the kingdom ; 
thefe in the King’s abfence, and in their viceroyalties, command as arbitrarily ané keep 
up as great {late as the King himfelf. . 

‘The fecond are his chief-captains, here called grand-captains, though moft of them 
are withal viceroys over fome country or other. 

The third are the common captains ; of which there are a great numbers; and each 
of thefe hath a particular charaéter: he to whom the care of the market is entrufted, 
is captain of the market ; by the fame rule another is captain of the flaves, a third of 
the Tronks or prifons, another of the fhore. In fhort, for every affair that can be 
thought of, the King hath appointed a captain overfeer. Befides which there are a 
great number of honorary captains without any offices; for each of all which pofts in 
proportion every perfon is obliged to pay the King a good fum of money, though he 
hath always the honour of beftowing it only out of his efpecial favour. 

This King’s revenue, in proportion to his country, is very large; of which, I be- 
ieve, he hath above one thoufand colle€&tors, who difperfe themfelves throuzhout the 
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whole land, in all market-roads and paflages, in order to gather the King’s toll, which 
amounts to an incredible fum ; for there is nothing fo mean fold in the whole king- 
dom, that the King hath not toll for it: which, indeed, if all honeitly paid to him, 
would make him very rich ; but the gentlemen-collectors fo largely fleece it, that the 
King {carcely receives one-fourth part of the whole. 

There are three principal colle€tors appointed over the flave-trade ; each of which 
is to receive a rix-dollar for the King’s toll, for every flave that is traded for : but thefe 
gentlemen, like the reft, agree under-hand with thofe who fell the flaves; fo that 
the King receives nothing of it: but with refpett to the flaves Which are fold for 
Boefies (the money of this county), fomewhat better care is taken, for the fum con- 
traéted for is paid in the King’s prefence; out of which he receives three rix-dollars 
for every flave : notwithftanding which care, though he is the leaft cheated, yet fome 
of his fubjects are fo fly as to fetch their money for their flaves by night, or at unfea- 
fonable times, and confequently cheat him; and on account that we have continual 
occafion to make ufe of them, we cannot deny them their money whenever they de- 
mand it. ; ; 

‘The exact half of all the fines and tolls in his viceroyalties accrues to him; but J be- 
lieve he would be very well fatisfied if he could but get one-fourth. 

‘There are two very large rivers at Fida: one of which runs by the two Popos, the 
other by Jackin: they are fo plentifully ftored with fifth, that the King’s toll out of 
each of them is worth one hundred flaves, which yet is not above half what the col- 
lectors receive. 

To the foregoing revenues of the King may be added that from each fhip which 
comes here to trade, reckoning one with another, either by toll, his own trade or 
cuftom, which comes to about four hundred pounds fterling ; and fometimes fifty 
fhips come hither in a year, though at other times not above half fo many: in fhort, if 
the King were not cheated, he would have a vaft income, and be a potent prince, 
confidered as one of this country Kings; but compared with the oriental or other 
Kings, he makes indeed but a wretched figure: but it goes here as all the world over, 
each officer fteals no more than he can, and the offices feem only to turn to the 
advantage of the poffeffors, without the givers being much the better for them, 

Bu: how great foever the King’s revenue may be, he hath occafion enough for it; 
for befides the large fums which he daily furnifhes for the deftruction of Popo, and to 
fubject Offra, befides thefe, I fay, and the neceffary expences of his houfehold, toge- 
ther with the rich offerings he is obliged to make to his idol-gods, he is daily obliged 
to keep four thoufand men, and to provide them with meat and drink ; and though 
he doth not efteem his fubjects more than his flaves, yet when he employs them he is 
obliged to pay them dear enough. 

His principal great men eat with him daily, or at leaft in his prefence, for no man 
is permitted to fee him eat, nor any woman befides his wives; which feems to me 
formerly defigned to create an imagination in the fubjects, that their Kings were fome- 
what more than men, anq were to be refpected and adored as gods; and that they did 
not, like other men, want the common fupplies of eating and drinking, though the 
King doth the laft before every-body. 

For the former reafon, and one more which I fhall mention, no perfon is permitted 
to know the King’s lodging-place. I once very innocently afked his greateft minion, 
Carter, where the King lay at night; but he anfwered this queftion with another, 
which was, “ Where doth God lodge? Juft as much is it poffible for us to know the 
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This, I am apt,to think, is done to preferve a deep refpe& amongft the people ; and 
that upon a fudden onfet of the enemies, they fhould not immediately find the King, 
but that he may get time enough Jo fave himfelf by flight. 

Befides the above-mentioned expences, the King’s charge is very much augmented 
by his continual prefents to the Europeans; which, if he likes them and they receive 
them thankfully, are confiderable. ‘ , 

Their tables are daily furnifhed by him with fheep, hogs, fowl, beef, or what elfe’ 
can be gotten, together with bread, fruit, beer, and what thereto appertains, and all 
this in larger quantities than their pgople really want. 

The Hollanders were in my time extraordinarily well treated here, for the King pro- 
vided them better than all other nations, and frequently fent them a double portion ; 
but fince the: captains of fhips have managed the trade here, I am informed our nation 
is treated by the King with very {mall diftin€@tion ; for which thefe matters of thips are 
folely to blame ; for they, being utterly ignorant of the manners of the people, do not 
know how to treat them with that decency which they require; and the natives here 
being very judicious, have doubtlefs leffened their former efteem for them: upoh 
which ground I dare prophetically aver, that they will certainly ruin the flave-trade 
here, and fo manage it that every body fhall be obliged to pay dearer for flaves than 
ufually. But having touched on this fubje& in the feventh letter, I fhall quit it at 
prefent ; as alfo that I may not anger the failors, who fancy they underftand the flave- 
trade as_well as we ourfelves ; but fince I have fo often mentioned that commerce,’ I 
fhall defcribe how it is managed by our faétors here. ' 

‘The firft bufinefs of one of our factors when he comes to Fida, is to fatisfy the 
cuftoms of the King and the great men, which amount to about one hundred pounds 
in Guinea value, as the goods muft yield there. After which we have free licence to 
trade, which is publithed throughout the whole Jand by the crier. 

But yet before we can deal with any perfon, we are obliged to buy the King’s whole 
ftock of flaves at a {et price; which is commonly one-third or one-fourth higher than 
ordinary : after which we obtain free leave to deal with all his fubjects of what rank 
foever. But if there happen to be no ftock of flaves, the faétor mutt then refolve to 
run the rifk of trufting the inhabitants with goods to the value of one or two hundred 
flaves ; which commodities they fend into the in-land country, in order to buy with 
them flaves at all markets, and that fometimes two hundred miles deep in the country ~ 
for you ought to be informed that markets of men are here kept in the fame manner as 
thofe of beafts with us. : 

Not a few in our country fondly imagine that parents here fell their children, ‘men 
their wives, and one brother the other : but thofe who think fo deceive themfelves ; 
for this never happens on any other account than that of neceffity, or fome great crime : 
but moft of the flaves that are offered to us are prifoners of war, which are fold by the 
victors as their booty. 4 

When thefe flaves come to Fida, they are put in prifon all together, and when we 
treat concerning buying them, they are all brought out together in a large plain; 
where, by our chirurgeons, whofe province it is, they are thoroughly exarhined, even 
to the fmalleft member, and that naked too, both men and women, without the leaft F 
diftin€tion or modefty. Thofe*which are approved as good are fet on one fide; and ' 
the lame or faulty are fet by as invalids, which are here called Mackrons. ‘Thefe are 
fuch as are above five and thirty years old, or are maimed in the arms, legs, hands, 
or feet, have loft a tooth, are grey-haired, or have films over their eyes; as well as 
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all-thofe which are affetted with any. venereal diftemper, or with feveral other 
difeafes, + : ee 

The invalids and the maimed being thrown out, as I have told you, the remainder 
are numbered, and it is entered who delivered them. In the mean-while a burning 
iron, with the arms or name of the Companies, lies in the fire; with which ours are 
marked on the breaft. This is done that we may diftinguith them from the flaves of 
the Englifh, French, or others, (which are alfo marked with their mark) and to pre- 
vent the Negroes exchanging them for worfe; at which they have a good hand. 

T doubt not but this trade feems very barbarous to you, but fince it is followed by 
mere neceflity, it muft go on ; but we yet take alf poffible care that they are not burned 
too hard, efpecially the women, who are more tender than the men. 

We are feldom long detained in the buying of thefe flaves, beeaufe their price is 
eftablithed, the women being one-fourth or fifth part cheaper than the men. The dif- 
putes which we generally have with the owners of thefe flaves are, that we will not 
give them fuch goods as they afk for them, efpecially the Boefies (as I have told you, 
the.money of this country), of which they are very fond, though we generally make 
a divifion on this head in order to make one fort of goods help off another, becaufe 
thofe flaves which are paid for in Boefies coft the Company one half more than thofe 
bought with other goods. The price of a flave is commonly 

‘When we have agreed with the owners of the flaves, they are returned to their pri- 
fon; where, from a time forwards, they are kept at our charge, cofting us two-pence 
a-day a flave, which ferves to fubfift them, like our criminals, on bread and water : fo 
that to fave charges, we fend them on board our fhips with the very firft opportunity ; 
before which their matters ftrip them of all they have on their backs, fo that they 
come aboard ftark-naked as well women as men: in which condition they are obliged. 
to continue, if the mafter of the fhip is not fo charitable (which he commonly is) as to 
beftow fomething on them to cover their nakednels. 

‘You would really wonder to fee how thefe flaves live on board; for though their 
number fometimes amounts to fix or feven hundred, yet, by the careful management 
of our mafters of fhips, they are fo regulated that it feems incredible: and in this 
particular our nation exceeds all other Europeans ; for as the French, Portuguefe, and 
Englith flave-thips are always foul and ftinking, on the contrary ours are for the moft 
part clean and.neat. 

The flavesare fed three times a day with indifferently good victuals, and much better 
than they eat in their own country. ‘Their lodging-place is divided into two parts; one 
of which is appointed for the men, the other for the women; each fex being kept 
a-patt : here they lie as clofe together as is poffible for them to be crowded. 

‘We are fometimes fufficiently plagued with a parcel of flaves, which come from a far 
in-land country, who very innocently perfuade one another, that we buy them only to 
fatten and afterwards eat them as a delicacy. 

‘When we are fo unhappy as to be peftered with many of this fort, they refolve and 
agree together (and bring over the reft to their party) to run away from the fhip, kill 
the Europeans, and fet the veffel a-thore ; by which means they defign to free them- 
felves*from being our food. I have twice met with this misfortune; and the firft time 
proved very unlucky to me, I not in the leaft fufpeéting it ; but the uproar was timely 
quathed by the mafter of the fhip and myfelf, by caufing the abettor to be thot through 
the head, after which all was quiet. But the fecond time it fell heavier on another 
fhip, and that chiefly by the. careleffnefs of the mafter, who, having fifhed up the 
anchor of a departed Englifh fhip, had laid it inahe hold where the male flaves ee 
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lodged ; who, unknown to any of the fhip’s crew, poffeffed themlelves of a hammer; 
with which, in a fhort time, they broke all their fetters in pieces upon the anchor: 
after this they came above-deck and fell upon our men ; fome of whom they grievoufly 
wounded, and would certainly have mattered the fhip, if a French and Englifh fhip 
had not very fortugately happened to lie by us; who, perceiving by our: firing a dif- 
trefs-gun, that fomething was in diforder on board, immediately came to our affift- 
ance with chalops and men, and drove the flaves under deck: notwithftanding which, 
before all was appeafed, about twenty of them were killed. The Portuguefe have 
been more unlucky in this particular than we; for in four years time they loft four 
fhips in this manner. 2 

Thus believing I have fufficiently digreffed concerning the flave-trade, I muft return . 
to my fubject, which was the King of Fida. Who, I am obliged to tell you, is feared 
and reverenced by his fubjeéts as a demi-god. None of his fubjects, of what degree 
foever, as you have been already told, appears in his prefence otherwife than kneeling 
or proftrate on his belly: when they go to falute him in the morning, they proftrate 
themfelves before the door of his houfe, kifs the earth three times fucceflively, and, 
clapping their hands, whifper fome words tending to the adoration of the King. 
This done, they crawl in on all four, where they repeat the fame reverence. His 
prefence is fo awful to them, that with a fingle word he makes them to tremble; but 
as foon as his back is turned, they immediately forget their fear, not much regarding ‘his 
commands, and always knowing how to appeafe and delude him with a lie or two, 

‘The King is very magnificently cloathed in filk, or gold and filver ftuffs; but he 
is more efpecially dreffed better than ordinary when he goes to vifit any of the Euro~ 
peans ; which he can eafily do unfeen of any, all their dwellings being built round his 
court, if it may be fo called. 

Our lodging here, which the King caufed to be built for me, is very large, con- 
taining three warehoufes and feven chambers, befides a beautiful court within adorned 
on each fide with a covered gallery. But the lodgings of the reft of the Europeans are 
very mean and inconvenient. 

‘The King’s children, befides the {mall ones yet kept within doors, are four, viz. 
three fons and one daughter ; all which are very handfome, efpecially the eldeft, who 
is the moft beautiful Negro I ever yet faw in my life, but it is pity fo agreeable a body 
fhould be inhabited by fuch a villanous foul. Purfuant to his birth-right he is heir- 
apparent to the crown, but he is of fuch a fraudulent and perverfe nature, that it is to’ 
be hoped he will not fucceed; but if he doth, the land will fuffer very much, He 
hath his emiffaries in all quarters, to fteal from the Europeans as well as Blacks ; and 
what is yet more, he doth not excufe even the King his father. He is exactly of the 
fame nature with the owls, which take their flight only by night; for he never goes 
out of his houfe till the evening, when I have feveral times had the honour to be vifited 
by him. One reafon why he doth not go abroad in the day-time, is owing to his 
haughty temper, which will not allow him to fhew himfelf to the commonalty ; and 
the other is feveral times to avoid the neceffity of appearing in his father’s prefence. 

The King’s fecond fon is very like his father, to whom he is not inferior in all 
manner of civility, wherefore the great men make their court to him; and for this 
reafon 1 doubt not, but after the King’s deceafe, this realm will be engaged in a civil 
war, for the greateft number will endeavour to place the youngeft fon on the throne ; 
which the eldett, affifted with foreten and domeftic force, will as vigoroufly oppofe. And 
if, at that time, the Europeans happen to be able, they will act very prudently in: 
efpoufing the party of the youngelé brother, as they did in the cafe of the prefent 
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King, who, though the younger brother, yet by reafon of his natural. goodnefs, ‘was 
fixed’ by force on the throne by the Dutch, French, and Portuguefe, his elder brother 
being, by their means, driven out and banifhed the country, which is the principal 
yeafon that he at prefent is fo fenfibly inclined to favour the Europeans. ; 

T cannot here omit the pernicious cuftom of this nation on occafion of the King’s 
death, which is no fooner publicly known than every perfon falls a flealing, to as great 
a value of his neighbour’s goods as he can poilibly come at, and that openly in the 
face of the whole world, ‘without being liable to any punifhment, as-though the death 
of the King put an end to all manner of reafon and juftice. This robbery is continued 
till a new King is confirmed in the throne, who, by public proclamation, forbids it, and 
he is immediately therein ftri@tly obeyed. And if the chief commanders cannot agree 
in the eftablifhment of a new King, they, notwithftanding, to prevent the continuance 
of this diforder, tell the people that they have chofen a new King, and in his name 
publifh the before-mentioned proclamation. : 

The choofing or confirming of a new King feldom continues long in difpute; for 
the eldeft fon no fooner hears of the King’s death, than he immediately makes his 
» intereft amongit his friends, to take poffeffion of the late King’s court and wives ; and 
fucceeding happily in thefe particulars, he need not doubt the remainder, for the com- 
monalty will not éafily confent that after that he hall be driven from the throne = this 
feems fomewhat like Abfalom’s defign on his father David. To accomplifh this defign, 
the younger brother’s party are always careful enough that he is near at hand, in order 
to take poffeffion of the court. 

You cannot but remember that I have informed you of the multiplicity of the King’s 
wives, who are fometimes made ufe of by him as executioners of the fentences he 
pronounces againft offenders; which is only done by fending three or four hundred of 
them to the habitation of the malefa@tor, to ftrip his houfe, and la it level with the 
ground ; for all perfons being forbidden, on pain of death, to touch the King’s wives,, 
they axe enabled to execute his commands without the leaft interruption. 

Juft before my arrival at Fida, there happened fomewhat fo pleafant, that I cannot 
help imparting it to you:»a Negro of my acquaintance, and who in procefs of time 
did me very confiderable fervices, being before-hand advertifed that he was acculed of 
a certain crime to the King, and that orders were iffued out accordingly to plunder 
and demolith his houfe > his time pane too fhort to clear himfelf to the King, and. 
being innocent, he refolved, inftead of flying from his houfe, according to euftom, to 
remain at home and expect the King’s wives, who foon after came, and, contrary to 
their expettation, found him at home; upon which they commanded him immediately 
to retire, and not interrupt the execution of their orders; but inftead of obeying them, 
he had placed a heap of two thoufand weight of gun-powder juft by him, with which. 
he, with terrible imprecations, threatened to fire and blow up himfelf, with them, in 
the air, if they came nearer him. They were fo far from liking this, that, difmally 
affrighted at his threats, they made the belt of their way back to the King, to acquaint 
him with their il-fuccefs; but they were not fo expeditious but that the Negro was 
too quick for them, and fo handfomely acquitted himfelf to the King, and brought 
fuch. clear proofs of his innocence, that his fovereign declared him innocent; and 
thus, by a dextrous management and prefence of mind, he freed himfelf from immi- 
nent danger. > . 

But enough on this fubjeét, which I might eafily Mave paffed over in filence it is. 
now time to come to my promifed fubject, religion of the Fidafians. 

10 I have 
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I have already informed you, that the greateft crimes committed at Fida are generally 
eompenfated by money; and what followeth, will convince you. that their religion 
feems only founded on the fame principle, intereft. 

‘Their religion is fuperftitious, to a greater degree than any I ever yet heard of in 
the world; for allowing the ancient heathens to value themfelves on thirty thoufand 
deities, I dare yet aver, that thofe of Fida may juftly lay claim to four times that 
number. s 

I once afked a Negro, with whom I could talk very freély, and whom I had alfo a 
good opinion of (being the fame who had the adventure with the King’s wives already 
related), I afked him, I fay, how they celebrated their divine worfhip, and what num- 
ber of gods they had; he, laughing, anfwered, that I had puzzled him ; and affured: 
me that nobody in the whole country could give me an exa&t account of it; “ For, as 
for my own part,” continued he, “I have a very large number of gods, and doubt 
not but others have as many.” And I telling him that only three gods were owned 
to me by the inhabitants, and defiring him withal to give me fome account of the reft, 
he obliged me with the following anfwer, that the number of their gods was endlefs 
and innumerable: ‘For,’ faid he, ‘* any of us being refolved to undertake any thing 
of importance, we firft of all fearch out a god to profper our defigned undertaking ; 
and going out of doors with this defign, take the firft creature that prefents itfelf to 
our eyes, whether dog, cat, or the moft contemptible animal in the world, for our 
god: or perhaps, inftead of that, any inanimate that falls in our way, whether a ftorie, 
a piece of wood, or any thing elfe of the fame nature. This new-chofen god is im- 
mediately prefented with an offering, which is accompanied with a folemn vow, that 
if he pleafeth to profper our undertakings, for the future we will always worfhip and 
efteem him as a god. If our defign prove fuccefsful, we have difcovered a new and 
affifting god, which is daily prefented with frefh offerings; but if the contrary happen, 
the new god is rejected as an ufelefs tool, and confequently returns to his primitive 
eftate.* He went on in thefe following words, ‘« We make and break our gods daily, 
and confequently are the mafters and inventers of what we facrifice to.” 

This divine fervice is not new. in the world, nor were the firft men ftrangers to it. 
But how thefe notions reached Fida, is what I dare not prefume to determine. So far 
the Negro. ; 

I was very well pleafed to hear this Negro talk in this manner concerning his country 
gods; but having converfed with him for fome time, I obferved that he ridiculed his 
own country gods, for having in his youth lived amongft the French, whofe language 
he perfe@ly underftood and {poke, he had amongft them imbibed the principles of the 
Chriftian religion, and fomewhat towards a juft notion of the true God, and how he #s 
to be worthipped ; to whom, and not to his country gods, he afcribed the creation of 
all things; wherefore he no farther concerned himfelf with the gods of his country, 
than-as engaged to it for quietnefs-fake, or to make his friends ealy, to whom he durit 
not reveal his opinion, fearing (what would certainly have happened) the falling into 
fome dangerous circumftances; for, as ftrong as his faith was, it was not arrived to 
that pitch as to oblige him to fuffer lofs of goods on. that account; fo that we may 
juitly cry opt, ‘« O! how weak was his faith !” 

It is certain that his countrymen have a faint idea of the true god, and afcribe to 
him the attributes of Almighty and Omniprefent ; they believe he created the univerfe, 
and therefore vaftly prefer him before their idol-gods ; but yet they do not pray to him, 
or offer any facrifices to him; for which they give the following reafons: God, fay 


they, is too high exalted above us, and too great to condefcend fo much as to trouble 
himfelf. 
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himfelf, or think of mankind; wherefore he. commits .the government. of the world 
to their idols: to whom, as the fecond, third, and fourth perfons, diftant in degree 
from God, and our appointed lawful governors, we are obliged to apply ourfelves ; 

and in firm belief of this opinion they quietly continue. a 

Their principal gods, which are owned for fuch throughout the whole country, are 
of three forts: firft, a certain fort of inakes, who poffefs the chief rank amoneft their 
gods. How would our countryman, Becker, author of The World Bewitched, divert 
himfelf with the contrary opinions of the fons of Adam! For as we take the ferpent 
for the fatal deftroyer of the human-race, fo thefe of Fida, on the contrary, efteem him 
their fupreme blifs and general good. But this by way of parenthefis only, 

Their fecond-rate gods are fome lofty high trees, in the formation of which dame 
Nature feems to have expreffed her greateft art. 

The third and meaneft god, or younger brother to the other, is the fea. Thefe three. 
mentioned aré the public deities, which are worfhipped and prayed to throughout the 
whole country; and each of thefe, according to their ridiculous perfuafion, hath its. 
particular province, like the officers of a King or Prince; with this difference only, 
that the fea and trees are not permitted to intermeddle with what is entrufted to 
the fnake; which, on the contrary, hath an influencing power over both the other, 
in order to correét them when they prove idle or lazy. 

They invoke the fnake in exceflively wet, dry, or barren feafons; on all occafions 
relating to their governraent and the prefervation of their cattle; or rather, in one 
word, in all neceflities and difficulties, in which they do not apply to their new batch 
of gods; and for this reafon very great offerings are made to it, efpecially from the 
King, who, on feveral occafions, by inftigation of the priefts, and the great men, his: 
creatures and, the priefts’ tools, fend very rich offerings to the fnake-houie. But I am 
of opinion, that thefe roguith priefts fweep all the mentioned offerings to themfelves, 
and doubtlefs make themfelves very merry with them. 

Thefe offerings are commonly compofed of money, fome pieces of filk or ftuff, all 
forts of European and African commodities, all forts of cattle, and good eatables and. 
drinks ; all which are fo frequently exacted from the King, that he fometimes grows 
tired and refufeth them. This I had once an opportunity of obferving ; for finding 
him very much enraged, I made no feruple to afk him, ‘‘ What had fo much difpleafed 
him?’ He very freely told him, ‘* That that year he had fent much larger offerings 
to the fnake-houfe than ufual, in order to obtain a good crop; and that one of his 
vicer@ys (whom he fhewed me) had defired him afrefh, in the name of the priefts, 
who threatened a barren year, to fend yet more.’? To which he anfwered, “ That he 
did not intend to make any farther offerings this year; and if the fnake would not 
beftow a plentiful harveft on them, he might let it alone; for (faid he) I cannot be 
more damaged thereby, the greateft part of my corn being already rotten in the field.” 
I, fmiling, obferved, that the King would have added another prefent, if he could have 
hoped for any advantage by it; but to make offerings barely for another’s intereft, he 
was not very fond of; wherefore the petitioner was obliged to depart, without ob- 
taining his end, which went down but indifferently with him and the priefts, who had 
promifed themfelves another fort of fuccefs. ; 

The fnake-houfe, which I have fo frequently mentioned, is fituated about two miles 
from the King’s village, and built under a very beautiful lofty tree; “* In which (fay 
they) the chief and largeft of all the fnakes refides.” He is a fort of grandfather to 
all the reft ; is reprefented as thick as a man, and of an unmeafurable length. He 
muft alfo be very old, for they report that they found him a great number of years 
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ait ; when, by reafon of the wickednefs of the men, he left another country to come 
to them, at which, being over-joyed, they welcomed their new-come god with all ex- 
preflible figns of reverence and high veneration, and carried him upon a filken carpet 
to the fnake-houfe, where he is at prefent. ; 

This roguith {nake probably had the fame freaks in his tail, which the old heathen 
gods were affected with when they ran away from one country to another ; wherefore 
they were fometimes obliged to bind their god-heads faft; of which thofe poor wretches 
who loft the fnake were not aware, otherwife they might have ftopped his journey. 
But wherefore do I fpend my time in making reflections, fygce I have more important 
fubjeéts to handle. 

The Kings of Fida were formerly accuftomed to annual pilgrimages to the ffiake- 
houfe, which was celebrated with great magnificence, and concluded with yet greater 
prefents: for the King not only made very rich offerings, but alfo beftowed very large 
prefents on the great men that accompanied him ; fo that this pilgrima%e commonly 
co{t him feveral thoufands. But the prefent King hath broken off this cuftom, which is 
accordingly grown in difufe for feveral years paft. In his laft tour which he made to 
the fnake-houfe, he was (as I am informed) accompanied by Monfieur Ducas, a 
French captain, who was ridiculous enough, to the fcandal of all Europeans, to drefs 
himfelf in tigers’ fkins and other fort of trifles, and lead the King in this‘equipage to 
the fnake-houfe. If this action is true of him, it is-worfe than that of Naaman the 
Syrian, who, hardly converted, afked leave to fupport his mafter in the houfe of Rim- 
mon. But this is a digreffion very wide from our purpofe. 

The King then, as I have told you, doth not make this pilgrimage in perfon, but 
orders it to be done by fome of his wives, which does not prove near fo expenfive ; and 
this I believe is the only reafon why he leaves it off. 

But as the fnake fervice proves very expenfive to the King, fo the revenue which 
he draws from thence is not inconfiderable. Annually from the time when the Maize 
or {mall Mithio is fowed, till it grows up to man’s height, the King and prieft’s plough 
turns to a very great account to them; for the people here, which do not fee much 
farther than their nofes, imagine that during this whole feafon the fnake or fnakes 
make it their bufinefs every evening and night to feize all the beautiful young women 
which pleafe them, and to make them diftraéted ; wherefore their parents or relations 
are neceffitated to caufe thefe girls to be brought to a particular houfe, built for, that 
purpofe, where they are obliged to ftay feveral months, as it is given out, to cure.them 
of their madnefs; during which time the relations are obliged to furnifh them all 
manner of neceffaries, and that fo plentifully, that the priefts can alfo handfomely: fub- 
Gift on it. 

The appointed time of their confinement being over, and being cured of the dif- 
temper with which they were never afflifted, they obtain leave to come out; before 
which they muft pay the charge of their cure and keeping, which is adjufted in pro- 
portion to the circumftances of their relations; and, one girl with another, amount to 
about five pounds: and the number of young girls thus imprifoned rifes to feveral thou- 
fands, each confiderable village having a particular houfe appointed for that purpofe, 
and fome which are large being provided with two or three. All the money which 
this trade raifeth, is commonly thought and believed to be for the priefts, in order to 
be made ufe of in their divine fervice. And though I doubt not but the priefts have 
their fhare, I am yet certain, that the King is fo far from fuffering by it, that he draws 
confiderable fums from this cuftom. Pa 
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The firft-time that I came to Fida-to trade,:I was afured ‘that as-foon as a girl 
was touched by the fnake, fhe unavoidably run mad ; though it was but a fort of holy 
or religious madnefs, fuch as hath formerly been related of the Bacchantes, er thofe 
from whofe mouths the divine oracles proceeded. Yet I do not like thefe pions funs, 
for the perfons pretending to be affeCted with it, break and {poil every thing which comes 
in their way; and inftead of religious are guilty of all manner of diabolical aétions, 
which they never leave off till they are brought to the before-mentioned place. 

At firft, the people here ftrenuoufly endeavoured to perfuade me that a fnake was 
able to fetch a girl out of she houfe and carry her off, though the faid honfe was fhut 
up; which I eafily agreed to, provided the girl was but ftored with proper inftruments 
to open the locks. 

I would not reft till I had examined how this cheat is managed, notwithftanding 
which I fhould never have difcovered it, if the before-mentioned Negro had not affifted 
me, and obliged me with the following account of it, viz. That the priefts diligently 
obferve thofe young maids or women alfo which have never been affected by the {nake. 
Thefe they firft attempt by promifes, or if they are not fuccefsful, oblige by threats to 
perform what they defire of them; which is, that being in the ftreet, and feeing the 
coaft clear of people on all fides, they fet on crying and raving with all their ftréngth, 
as though’the fhake had faft hold of them, and commanded them to go to the f{nake- 
houfe, Before any perfon can come to their help, the fnake is vanifhed and the girl 
is mad ; which neceffitates her relations to follow the fnake’s orders. 

When thefe females come out of their mad prifon, the prieft lays his moft rigid com- 
mands on them, not to difcover how they were feized by the fnake, but to ftick faft to 
the ftory that the fnake did it; and in order to clench thefe fevere prohibitions, and 
render them the more effectual, thofe who reveal thofe fecrets of the facerdotal empire, 
are threatened to be immediately burned alive. And indeed the priefts are cruel and 
potent enough to make good their threats, if they could find any women guilty. 

This Negro related a pleafant adventure concerning this confinement, which happen- 
ed betwixt him and one of his wives ; who, by the inftigation of the priefts, one evening 
feigned herfelf diftracted, breaking (according to cuftom) every thing in pieces on 
which fhe could lay her hands: but he very well knowing whence this diftemper pro- 
ceeded, gently took her by the hand, as though he defigned to carry her to the fnake- 
houfe, but carried her indeed to the place of refidence of the Brandenburghers, who 
were:then at Fida in order to buy flaves, where he offered her to fale. But when the 
faw@hat he was in earneft, immediately freed from her madnefs, fhe fell upon her 
knees and afked his pardon, folemnly promifing at the famg time never to be guilty of 
the like crime for the future; upon which he let her go free: and by this means fhe 
was delivered from her madnefs, and he freed from the exceflive charge of her cure. 
This was a very bold attempt, for if the priefts had been intormed of it, he had been 
a dead man. 

During my refidence at Fida, the King caufed his daughter to be feized by the {nake. 
(The confequence will juftify my charging him with it.) He caufed her to be carried 
to the fnake-houfe, and confined for fome time, though not fo long as is cuftomary ; 
but on her account all the other girls went out before their ufual time. 

On the day of her delivery, fhe was brought out in a very fplendid manner, and 
carried, with all the other girls which followed her, to the King’s court; before which 
they were placed. She was naked except only a filk fearf, which was pafled betwixt 
her legs, and richly adorned with Conte di Terra and Agrie, two forts of coral. which 
I have already frequently mentioned. site 
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Whilft ‘the was here. the was guilty of all manner of extravagances, during the play- 
ing on feveral mufical inflruments ; which fort of madnefs the Negroes told me yet 
remained on her, more efpecially by reafon of her being enlarged before the expiration 
of her due time. 

Whilft the fat here, the moft confiderable people of the whole country crouded 
hither, each bringing his prefents, which they made to her ; and together amounted to 
a confiderable fum. Thee gifts lafted three or four days fucceffively, becaufe it was 
impoflible for moft of the people to come near her the firft day ; fo that this young lady 
was treated in a quite different manner from her companions, who were all obliged to 
difburfe money for their delivery, whilft fhe on the other fide was a very confiderable 
gainer thereby. 

And if there are any Negroes who are very fenfible that all this is nothing but a pure 
cheat, yet to curry favour with the King and priefts, and for their own fecurity, they 
pretend ignorance, and fuffer it to pafs upon them for real truth ; which is indeed 
advifeable, for thofe who fhould oppofe it, would very much endanger thir lives. 

I was eye-witnefs to a dreadful inftance of this. The laft time I wasat Fida, a Negro 
born on the Gold Coaft, who was called Captain Tom, lived at Fida; and by reafon 
of his good deportment and obliging nature, was promoted to the dignity of captain and 
interpreter to the Englifh. He being a ftranger to the religion of this country, had a 
wife of this nation, which fell mad and pretended to be feized by the ferpent ; but he, 
inftead of fending her to the {nake-houfe, clapped her in irons; which fo enraged this 
the-devil (different from the other in our former ftory), that fhe privately accufed her 
hufband to the priefts ; who, not willing to make any public attempts on him, becaufe 
he was a Gold Coaft Negro, who differed from them in religion, yet fecretly poifoned 
him in fuch a manner, that he did not quickly die, but immediately became {peechlefs, 
and loft the ufe of all his limbs, which was worfe than dying. At my departure I left 
him in this miferable condition, fo that I know not whether he was ever cured or not. 
From which you may obferve, that throughout the world, it is very dangerous to dif- 
oblige the ecclefiaftics. ; : 

‘This may fuffice concerning the frauds of the priefts on account of the fnake-worfhip. 

The reverence and refpe&t which the Negroes preferve for the {nake is fo great, that 
if a Black fhould barely touch one of them with a ftick, or any otherwife hurt him, he 
is a dead man, and certainly condemned to the flames. 

A long time paft, when the Englith firit began to trade here, there happened a very 
yemarkable and tragical event. An Englifh captain being landed, fome of hie men. 
and part of his cargo, they found a {nake in their houfe, which they immediately killed 
without the leaft {cruple, and not doubting but they had done a good work, threw out 
- the dead fnake at their door; where being found by the Negroes in the morning, the 
Englifh, preventing the queftion who had done the fact, afcribed the honour to them- 
felves; which fo incenfed the natives, that they furioufly fell on the Englifh, killed 
them all, and burned their houfe and goods. 

This {truck fuch a terror into that nation, that for a long time they refrained coming 
hither, and traded at other places; but at laft coming again, the Negroes were 
accuftomed to fhow all Europeans that came thither fome {nakes, defiring that they 
would not hurt them, by reafon they were their gods ; and this hath prevented all fuch 
accidents ever fince: fo that at prefent few Europeans come hither who are not adver- 
tifed of this fnake-worfhip. 1f an European fhould happen at this time to kill a fnake, 
I fhould very much doubt whether he would efcape better than the Englifh, except he 
could poffibly fly to the King immediately, and fatisfy him thatit happened by accident, 
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not defign; upon which, perhaps, he might atone his god-killing crime by a fine to 
the priefts, though I fhould not be very willing to run fucha hazard; for on fuch 
occafions, the rabble, inftigated by the priefts, grow very outrageous; fo that it is 
fafeft carefully to avoid all things of this nature. 

In my time, an Aquamboean Negro took a fnake upon his ftick, becaufe he durft 
not venture to touch him with his hands, and carried it out of the houfe without hurt- 
ing it in the leaft; which two or three Negroes feeing, fet up the fame cry that is ufual 
on account of fire, by which they can, in a fmall time, raife the whole country, who 
flock to the place armed with clubs, fwords, Affagayes and other arms, who would 
have foon difpatched this poor Negro, if the King, acquainted with his innocence, had 
not timely refcued him from the impending danger, by fending fome of his great men 
to fhelter him: fo this tempeft blew over without any damage. 

By thefe inftances we are deterred from meddling with the accurfed gods or devilifh 
ferpents, notwithftanding that we are frequently molefted by them: fince in hot fun- ° 
fhine weather (as if they were lovers of darknefs), they vifit us by five or fix together, 
creeping upon our chairs, benches, tables, and even our beds, and bearing us com- 
pany in fleep; and if they get a good place under our beds, and our fervants out of 
lazinefs do not turn up our bedding, they fometimes continue there feven or eight days, 
where they have alfo caft their young. 

But when we are aware of thefe vermin, and do not defire to be troubled with them 
any longer, we need only call any of the natives, who gently carries his god out of 
doors; but if they happen to be gotten to the joift, or any high place of the houfes 
(which are here but one ftory), without a ftrong influence over the Negroes, they are 
not to be removed from thence; wherefore we are frequently obliged to let them ftay 
there till they come out themfelves. ; 

A fnake once came over my table, on which I daily ufed to eat, where he continued 
fourteen days, and though whenever I rofe I could eafily touch him, yet I could not 
find any perfon that would venture to take him away. But I was very well paid for 
his ftaying afterwards ; for fome of the great men of Fida dining at my table one day, 
we happened to talk concerning the fnakes, and my eye glancing towards that which 
was over our heads, I told them, that fince that fnake had not eat any thing in four- 
teen days, he muft at laft certainly die with hunger, if he did not {peedily.remove his 
quarters. But one of my guefts anfwered me (and the reft confirmed what he faid), 
that though I was not aware of it, undoubtedly the fnake knew how to come at his 
part out of the difhes: I fo well remembered this, that next day, coming to the King, 
I told him in prefence of the fame perfons, that one of his gods had made bold, though 
uninvited, to eat at my table for fourteen days ; wherefore it was but reafonable that I 
fhould be paid for his board, otherwife I fhould be obliged to difcharge this bold in- 
truder my houfe. The King, who was always diverted with fuch fort of difcourfe, 
told me, that I fhould let the fnake alone in his place, for he would take care to pro- 
vide for me as‘well as the fhake; and indeed, not-ong after I got home, a very fine 
fat cx was brought me from the King, in order to fatisfy for what the fnake had eaten. 
At the fame rate, I would willingly have boarded all the gods of the land ; and I believe 
fhould not have loft much by the bargain. 

But what is beft of all, is, that thefe idolatrous fnakes do not do the leaft mifchief in 
the world to mankind ; for if by chance in the dark one treads upon them, and they 
bite or fting him, it is not more prejudicial than the fting of the millepedes, Where- 
fore the Negroes would fain perfuade us, that it is good to be bitten or ftung by thefe 
fnakes, upon the plea, that one is thereby fecured and protected from the fting of 
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any poifonous fnake: but here] am fomewhat dubious, and fhould be loath to venture 
on the credit of their aflertions, becaufe I have obferved, that the gods themfelves are 
not proof againft thefe venomous ferpents, much lefs can they prote€&t us from their 
bite. We fometimes obferve pleafant battles betwixt the idol and venomous {nakes 
which are not wanting here; and perhaps thefe combats arife from the venomous {nakes, 
finding that the others are fo reverenced and idolized, which they think the more 
unreafonable, becaufe they are armed with poifon, on occafion, which the others are 
utterly void of, 

You muft fuppofe thefe ratiocinations and arguments to take place in ancient times, 
when beafts talked, of which thefe venomous ferpents retain only an irreconcileable 
enmity againft the other, and accordingly attack them whenever they meet them 3 
but herein they fall fhort of their defign, and that with a great deal of reafon ; for it 
would indeed feem very odd, that a god fhould be obliged to ftrike to fuch ill-favoured 
creatures as they are.. But I can affure you that is not the reafon ; for the venomous 
ferpents being larger, and armed with ftronger weapons than the other, would, without 
any refpect to their godhead, foon be too hard for them, if they were not always afflicted 
by a legion or two of their worfhippers, who punith the infolence’ of the other, that 
prefumes to attack their deity, with certain death. —- 

The fpecies of thefe idol ferpents here, are ftreaked with white, yellow, and brown ; 
and the biggeft which I have feen here, is about a fathom long, and the thicknefs of 
a man’s arm. : , 

Thefe gods are very great lovers of rats’ flefh, and I have with pleafure frequently ob- 
ferved their rat-chace ; but when they have caught their prey, they have at leaft an hour’s 
work before they can get him into their bellies; for if you were to fee them, they are fo 
narrow-throated, that you would think it impoflible for them to get a rat down; but I 
have obferved, that whilft they are engaged on their prey, their throat extends itfelf. 

If one of thefe fnakes happen to be under the tiling of a houfe, and a rat paffeth by 
him, he cannot poflibly catch him, not being able to difengage himfelf quick enough. 
This the rats feem to know; for I have above one hundred times on an evening feen 
them run by a fnake thus engaged, and even mock him, whilft he impatiently hiffed, 
and employed all his force to loofen himfelf, in order to come at them, but too late, 
for by that time they were all gone. ‘ 

If we are ever tired with the Natives of this country, and would fain be rid of them, 
we need only fpeak ill of the fnake, after which they immediately ftop their ears and 
run out of doors. But though this may be taken from an European that they like ; 
yet, if a Negro of another nation fhould prefume to do it, he would run no fmall 
rifque. 

tn cafe a fire breaks out and one of thefe fnakes comes to be burnt, each perfon that 
hears it is fure to ftop his ears, and give money ; thereby giving to underftarid, that it 
is one of the moft difmal and fhocking things that he can hear; and this money is to 
reconcile him to the burnt god, of whom he hath been fo carelefs, And they farther 
believe, that though the fhake is burnt, he will yet quickly return, to revenge himfelf 
on thofe who have been the occafion of his death. 

In the year 1697, my brother-fator Mr. Nicholas Poll (who then managed the 
flave-trade for our Company at Fida) had the diverfion of a very pleafant fcene. A 
hog being bitten by a {nake, in revenge, or out of love to god’s flefh, feized and de- 
voured him in fight of the Negroes, who were not near enough to prevent him, 
Upon this the priefts all complained to the King; but the hog could not defend him- 
felf, and had no advocate; and the priefts, unreafonable enough in their requeft, 
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begged of the King to publifh a royal order, that all the hogs in his kingdom fhould 
be forthwith killed, and the fwiny race extirpated, without fo much as deliberating 
whether it was reafonable to deftroy the innocent with the guilty. The King’s com- 
mand was publifhed all over the country. And in purfuance thereto, it was not a 
little diverting, to fee thoufands of Blacks armed with fwords and clubs to execute the 
order; while on thé other fide no fmall number of thofe who were owners of the hogs 
were in like manner armed in their defence, urging their innocence, but all in vain. 
The flaughter went on, and nothing was heard but the difmal found of Kall, kill, 
which coft many an honeft hog his life, that had lived with an unfpotted character to 
his dying day. And doubtlefs the whole race had been -utterly extirpated, if the King 
(why is not naturally bloody-minded), perhaps moved to it by fome lovers of bacon, 
had not recalled his order by a counter one, importing, that they fhould leave off 
killing the hogs, with the addition, that there was already enough of innocent blood 
fhed, and that their god ought to be appeafed with fo rich a facrifice. You may judge, 
whether this was not very welcome news to the remainder of the hogs, when they 
faw themfeves freed from fuch a cruel perfecution. Wherefore they took particular 
care for the future, not to incur the fame penalty. 

Next time that I came to Fida, I found by the dearnefs of thefe beafts, that there 
had been a very great flaughter of them. Thefe forts of tyrannies are frequent under 
defpotical governments, where the priefts are joint mafters. But not too fatt, left I 
fhould flip from beafts to men. 

Hitherto I have been talking of the Fidafian chieteft god, or rather gods, by reafon 
of their number: but the other being of lefs confequence will take up much lefs time. 
The trees, which are the fecond-rate gods of this country, as I have already informed 

_ you, are only prayed to, and prefented with offerings, in time of ficknefs, more efpe- 
cially fevers, in order to reftore the patients to health. And this they believe to be as 
properly the tree’s bufinefs as the fnake’s: but, however, the {nake mutt not be for- 
gotten; for they imagine, and that truly enough, that if he does no good, he will at 
leaft do no harm. And hence I believe this nation would be eafily prevailed upon 
with the Athenians to worthip the unknown God, if they could hope for any benefit 
by it. Befides this, they have other imaginary remedies at hand to cure difeafes 5 
fuch are their facrificing to feveral junior or inferior deities ; as alfo the killing and 
eating part of a man, which was practiced two or three years paft, on account of the 
King’s ficknefs; befides which, they praétice feveral other extravagances, too tedious 
to be repeated. The fea comes in for the leaft fhare of divinity. When it rages and 
hinders our bringing our goods on fhore, when no fhips have been there for a long 
time, and they impatiently wait for them; on thefe occafions, they make great offer- 
ings to it, by throwing into it all forts of goods. But the priefts do not much encou- 
rage this fort of facrificing, by reafon there happens ne remainder to be ieft for them. 
The former King of Great Ardra once caufed a great quantity of thefe offerings to be 
made to the fea; and when he was informed by his fubjects (for he mut not fee the 
fea himfelf), that they all availed nothing, he grew very angry, and fell into as 
wild a fury as Xerxes, who caufed the fea to be whipped, becaufe he had been fo un- 
fortunate upon it. 

Having no more to fay concerning thefe two deities, before I put an end to this letter, 
I fhall obferve to you, who are the performers of their divine fervice here. 

Their religious offices are here celebrated by men and women together, both which 
are held in fuch high veneration amongit the Negroes, that they are not liable to capital 
punifhment for any crime whatfoever ; notwithitanding which, the prefent King, with 
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the confent of his grandees, ventured to break in upon this cuftom, but not without 
great caufe, and a prefling neceflity ; for one of thefe villains was engaged with the 
King’s brother in a confpiracy againft the kingdom and the King’s life, for which that 
prince ordered both his brother and the prieft to be killed together. 

The women which are promoted to the degree of prieftefies, though fome of them 
perhaps were but flaves before, are yet as much refpeéted as the priefts, or rather 
more, infomuch that they pride themfelves with the diftinguithing name of God’s 
children ; and as all other women are obliged to a flavifh fervice to their hufbands, 
thefe on the contrary exert an abfolute fway over them and their effeéts, living with 
them perfectly according to their arbitrary‘ will and pleafure; befides which, their 
hufbands are obliged to fhew them fo much refpeét, as they received from their Wives 
before their becoming priefteffes, which is to fpeak to, and ferve them upon their 
knees. For this reafon the moft fenfible Negroes will neither marry a prieftefs, nor 
eafily confent that any-of their wives be raifed to that honour. But if notwithftanding 
it happens, they muft not oppofe it; for if they did, they would be called to a fevere 
account for it, and looked upon as men who endeavoured to {top the common courfe 
of divine worthip. 

To conclude the fubject of their religion, I muft add, that they have a fort of idea 
of hell, the devil, and the apparition of fpirits. And their notions concerning thefe 
are not very different from thofe of fome fimple people amongft us, As for hell, they 
beftow on it a fixed place under the earth, where the wicked and damned are punifhed 
with fire. 

For thefe three or four years laft paft, they have been very much confirmed in this 
belief. For an old forcerefs, that came from fome odd corner, hath told them ftrange 
things concerning hell; as, that fhe faw feveral of her acquaintance there, and parti- 
cularly the laft captain of the Blacks, predeceflor to the prefent Captain Carter, who 
was there miferably tormented. In fhort, fhe faw fo much of hell, that fhe was a fit 
match to difpute with Don Quevedo, who had the beft intelligence there. But fhe 
mutt be owred to have the advantage of him, becaufe fhe pretended to have been there 
in perfon, whereas his journey was but a vifion. 

Whilft I was here, there was alfo an Auguftine monk, which came from St.Thomé, 
in order, if poflible, to convert the Blacks to-Chriftianity, but in vain, Polygamy is 
an obftacle which they cannot get over. As for all the other points, they might have 
got footing here, but the confinement to one wife is an infuperable difficulty. This 
prieft invited the King to be prefent at mafs, which he alfo did. And when I faw him 
next, afking him how he liked it, he faid very well, and that it was very fine; but 
that he chofe rather to keep to his Fetiche. This prieft, in my company, being once in 
difcourfe with one of the King’s grandees, who was a witty man, faid in a menacing 
manner, “ That if the Fidafians continued their old courfe of life without repentance, 
they would unavoidably go to hell, in order to burn with the devil;”? to which the 
fharp Fidafian replied, “ Our fathers, grandfathers, to an endlefs number, lived as we 
do, and worfhipped the fame gods as we do; and if they muft burn, therefore, 
patience, we are not better than our anceftors, and fhall comfort ourfelves with them.” 
After this the prieft left off, and perceiving that all his pains at Fida were like to be 
fruitlefs, he defired me to introduce him to the King to take his leave of him, which I 
did fhortly after. 

If the Negroes could read and underftand our books, I fhould believe that this cap- 
tain had read the Friezeland Chronicle, where a parallel adventure betwixt a bifhop and 
a Friezeland King 1s related. It is now time to conclude; wherefore, &c. 
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LETTER XX. — In which, firft, of the Fidafian Quadrupeds, viz. Oxen, Cows, Horfes, 
Sheep, Goats, and Hogs: fecondly, of their Fowls, which are only Turkeys, Ducks, 
and Chickens ; the Price of all the above-mentioned: next, concerning their three Sorts 
of Corn, and the Plenty of it ; notwithftanding which, Fida fometimes fuffers great 
Famines ; the remaining Fruits of the Earth are Potatoes, Jammes, or Beans, We. ; 
great Plenty of the firft: of their Fruit Trees ; the Fertility of Fida, and Fitnefs for 
Plantations, and to produce Cotton, Indigo, and Sugar.— The Wars and Force of the 
Fidafians ; their Arms ; Great Ardra much more fotent than Fida ; War of Great 
Ardra with an in-land King ; the Occafion of this War, which deftroyed half the 
Country of Ardra, and made a cruel Slaughter of its Inhabitants ; Jakin fubject to 
Great Ardra.— Of Offra, or Little Ardra, where our Company formerly had a Lodge. — 
The Author’s Departure from Vida ; his Arrival at Rio de Gabon. — Of the Gulf of 
Guinea, and its [lands and Rivers, as Rio Formofa (beautiful River), otherwife called 
Rio de Benin, Rio Elrei, Camarones, Old and New Calbary ; the Ilands are Fernando 
Po, El Principe (Prince’s Ifland), and Corifco, divided into ,two, large and fmall ; 
Rio de Gabon, a fine, wide, and very good River ; two Ifands in it ; vifited by feveral 
Europeans, and wherefore they trade there ; few Inhabitants, which are, notwith- 
fianding, divided into three Claffes ; their Poverty and Pride; their great Brandy. 
Drinkers, and awkward in Trade ; how the King gets his Livelihood ; they are all 
well-haped and clean-limbed Men ; their Occupation ; Barrennefs of the Land there- 
abouts ; the River very full of Fifh ; Defcription of the Nord Kapers, of which here 
are great Quantities ; on Land there are Abundance of Buffaloes, Elephants, and wild 
Swine ; hunting of them and an Elephant ; a Skeleton of an Elephont found ; Defcrip- 
tion of the Buffalaes ; one of our Men killed by them ; how they are shot by the Negroes. — 
The Author’s Departure from Gabon, and Arrival at Cabo Lopez di Gonfalvez, where 
is a good Road, Watering-place, and Wood for Fuel ; the Trade here ; Plenty of Fifh ; 
Departure from Cape Lopex ; he falls upon, or below the Iland of St.Thomé, which 
is defcribed ; as alfo Ilha Annaboa, whither the Author alfo came after two Days? 
failing ; failing along the Equinoétial, and the Cold there ; Return to the upper Coaft, 
and to Affnce ; the Dwelling-place of the Negro baptized in France, to whom the 
French King was Godfather, and called him Lewis Hannibal ; he paffed for King of 
Affyria, but was indeed only a wretched Slave. — Sailing to the Gold Coaft, where the 
Author’s Companion, or Ship- which failed with him, took an Interloper.— Arrival 
at Elmina, with which the Voyage, this Letter, and the whole Defcription of Guinea 
is concluded. 7 


Sir, . 

SINCE my laft no veffels have arrived here from Europe, and confequently I received 
no letter from you; I fhall then at prefent in this, difpatch what I have left untouched 
concerning Fida in the former ; to which I fhall add a relation of a voyage that I made 
in 1698, from Fida to Rio de Gabon, Cabo Lopez, Annaboa, and my return to 
Elmina, where it ended. 

Firft of all I am to fpeak of the cattle of the country of Fida; of which, firft of 
the tame quadrupeds, as oxen, cows, goats, fheep, and hogs, all which, in fhape, 
are not different from thofe of the Gold Coaft, but are much better, more flefhy, and 
of a more agreeable tafte, by reafon they have here very fine meadows, and as good 
erafe asin Furone: nor are they dear here: an ox or cow is to be boucht for ten. 2 
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good theep for two, a goat for one, and a hog for two rix-dollars. Nor are horfes 
wanting here, though they do not much excel thofe which I mentioned in my defcrip- 
tion of the Gold Coaft. When I was defigned to have took my journey by land to 
Elmina, I was provided with five or fix, each of which coft me fomewhat lefs than 
four pounds fterling, but they did me no manner of fervice, I being obliged to leave 
them behind me. 

Here, as well as on the Gold Coaft, is no great variety of tame fowl, there bein, 
only turkeys, ducks, and chickens; and of the two firft not many, but of the laft 
incredible plenty ; which, though fmall, are yet very fat and good, the price being 
about fixpence each; the price of our goods, reckoned for as money, they are not 
above three-pence each. But if anybody would buy in provifion cheap, he inuft 
bring two or three cafes of long pipes with him, for he may put off every pipe for the 
worth of two-pence, or fometimes four-pence ; fo that for three pipes one may have 
the beft pullet that is to be bought. 

There are not very many large wild beafts about Fida; but there are, farther in- 
land, elephants, buffaloes, tigérs, and feveral forts of deer in great abundance ; and 
there are alfo fome of the lait fort at Fida; but the country there being fo populous, 
and clofe inhabited, there are not many. Here are alfo a fort of hares. But this whole 
country feems covered with wild fowl: here are geefe, ducks, fnipes, and twenty other 
fort of edible birds, all which are very good and very cheap. 

When, over-night, we give a Negro orders to go a fhooting, we have, againft next 
day noon, without fail, one or two difhes of wild fowl, which we can pay for with a 
dozen of pipes; and this is fo infallible, that we can at pleafure promife a good treat 
of wild fowl not yet caught. 

Here are fuch prodigious abundance of turtle-doves throughout the whole country, 
that my affiftant, who was a good markfman, would undertake to fhoot one hundred 
in one day, betwixt fix and nine in the morning, and three and fix in the afternoon, 
which is barely fix hours in all. 

Befides edible fowl, here are alfo a fufficient number of birds of prey, which may 
ferve for ornament, though not fuch great variety as on the Gold Coaft. The crown- 
bird comes from hence, as alfo another bird, whofe body is about as big as a chicken, 
his legs and neck fhort, his eye and eye-lids hairy, like thofe of men, his bill fhort and 
thick, his colour is black and blue intermixed, his legs and bill are very ftrong, and 
therefore very fit for preying. ‘é 

If I fhould fay any more of the feathered kind, I fhould_ be obliged to repeat what 
Ihave formerly faid, which I believe you are as little defirous of as myfelt; fo that 
now I come to the product of the earth; and firft of corn, of which we are here pro- 
vided with three forts: the firft is the great Milhio, which is not fo large a grain as that 
on the Gold Coaft, but as good, notwithftanding which the Negroes do not make 
bread of it, but ufe it in the brewing of beer, for which reafon not much of it is 
fown. 

Small Milhio, or Maize, which is like that on the Gold Coaft, is what chiefly ferves 
to employ this nation. It is fowed twice each year, though much more at one time 
than the other. In the beft tilling time the land is fo thickly fown, that, as I have before 
hinted, fcarcely a foot-path is left unplanted, whence we may fuppofe prodigious quan- 
tities are produced ; but notwithftanding this, at the end of the year, they rather fall 
fhort of what they want than have any overplus, which is partly occafioned by their 
being fo very populous, and partly by their felling very large quantities to both the 
Popoes and the neighbouring countries. For which reafon one barren year occafions 

: an 
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an incredible famine here, and fometimes free-men here have fold themfelves for vic- 
tuals; others fet their flaves free, perfectly difcharging them of their flavery, becaule 
they could not keep them in victuals. An Englifh fhip, waich was here at that time, 
got his whole fhip full of flaves, without parting with eny other merchandize than 
victuals, with which he very luckily had abundantly provided himfelf. “When he had 
filled his thip full of flaves, he went to the Portuguefe iflands, where he afreth ftored 
himfelf with provifions for his goods. 

Here is alfo athird fort of Milhio, like the laft, which doth not grow on ftalks, but 
like oats in Holland. Its grain is reddifh, and muft,continue in the ground feven or 
eight months before it is full ripe. This is not eaten, but mixed with the great Milhio, 
to brew withal, becaufe the Negroes firmly believe that it {trengthens the beer. 

The Negro women are very well fkilled in brewing good beer, one fort of which 
is fo ftrong, that it doth not give place to our ftrong beers in Holland ; and the price 
of this is much higher than tRe common fort, for inftead of three-pence a pottle for 
the common fort, you are obliged to pay a rix-dollar for the fame quantity of this. 
All people here, the flaves not excepted, drink only beer, for water they will not 
drink, becaufe it is drawn out of wells twenty or thirty fathom deep, and but fix or 
eight foot wide, fo that no fun can reach it, which renders it raw and cold as ice, and 
confequently very unwholefome in this hot country ; for drinking it but few days only, 
brings an unavoidable fever ; and the good beer being too hot, an European cannot do 
better than mix them in equal quantities, whereby he will have a pleafant and whole- 
fome drink, 

There is not one oven in this whole country, by reafon the Negroes never ufe them,’ 
but always boil their bread. 

Potatoes are what they commonly eat, inftead of bread, with all forts of victuals, 
and here is fuch abundant plenty of them, that I believe the whole Coaft doth not pro- 
duce a like number. 

Here are alfo Jammes, but neither in fuch plenty nor fo good as on the Gold Coaft, 
nor are they much efteemed here. 

Here are feveral forts of fmall beans in very great plenty, amongft which is one 
fpecies, of which our people make oil-cakes, which are as light as ours in Holland, 
and thofe who are ufed to them like their tafte well enough: they are here called 

_Acraes. Onions and ginger grow here, though in but {mall quantities, efpecially of the 
formg. All the other fruits of the earth which the Gold Coaft produceth, grow here 
alfo; but I fhall pafs them by,"in order to come to the trees. Amongft which are, 
firft, citrons, lemons, oranges, Bakovens or Paquovens, bananas, piment, and in a 
word all thofe which Ihave mentioned in the defcription of the Gold Coaft ; befides 
which, here are abundance of tamarind-trees, and fome fruit-trees, which are not only 
unknown, but their fruit is alfo fo mean that it is not worth detaining you with a de- 
{cription of them. 

Here are great numbers of palm-trees the whole country over, but the wine is 
drawn off and drank by very few here ; for they cultivate them only in order to draw 
oil from then. 

Nor are the pardon-trees wanting at Fida; but the Negroes, preferring beer to wine, 
they are not much efteemed, only their wood being very durable, they are felled for 
building. 

Befidles the before-mentioned, here are no fruits: it is indeed pity there fhould be 
no more in fuch a fertile land, peopled with induftrious inhabitants, io that they want 
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only feeds and young plants; for I dare aver, that not only all forts of African, but 
feveral European fruits, might be produced here. 

RI tried here the fowing of cabbage, carrots, turnips, Spanifh raddifh, raddithes, 
parfley, &c. and found they grew forward, and ripened as well as in Europe: fo thar 
it is unhappy that this land, as well as the Gold Coaft, is not inhabited by fome Eu- 
ropeans; for here might be planted the fineft falad gardens in the world. And I be. 
lieve this foil is as fit for plantations of fugar-canes and indigo, efpecially of the laft, as 
any other part of the globe. 

Indigo is already very plentiful here, and befides, if it doth not exceed that of Afia 
and America, it yet equals it: all the cloaths of the inhabitants are died with it, but 
being ignorant of the true way of ufing it, they wafte four times as much in the dying 
of a cloth as would really do it; and the indigo fpent in dying it, would yield more 
with us than their whole cloth is worth. 

Having proceeded thus far in the defcription of Fida, its pleafant fituation, cattle, 
fruits, and the nature of their inhabitants, I fhall, by way of fupplement and conclu- 
fion, fay fomething of their wars and ammunition. : 

As for the firft, they may be thought perhaps very potent, fince they can eafily 
bring two hundred thoufand men into the field; notwithftanding which, they are fo 
weak and heartlefs, that they would not venture on five thoufand well-armed men, 
though but Negroes of the Gold Coaft, nor fcarcely ftand before them ; for which feveral 
reafons might be given; as firft, they are fo ftrongly bent to trade and agriculture, 
that they never think of war. : 

Secondly, they want able commanders; for if they are forced into the field, they 
entruft the command of their whole army to a worthlefs perfon, never ftanding for any 
proof of his courage. 

Thirdly, and chiefly, their common fear of death renders them fo incredibly cow- 
ardly, that moft of them fet to running before the enemy appears. 

As { have told you, the command of the army is entrufted to an ordinary perfon, 
whilft the captains and chief men out of fear ftay at home; but if it happens that any 
of them is endowed with any portion of courage, and goes into the field, affairs go 
fomewhat better ; but with the other general, by whom the inferiors will not be com- 
manded, they are very unfuccefsful: for thefe heroes no fooner perceive any thing 
coming againft them, but they expect fafety from their feet ; and being at leaft as fond 
of life as the reft, it is commonly obferved that the general gets home before ghe fol- 
diers, if he be but moderately nimble, without troubling himfelf, in general flights, 

> what becomes of his army. 

But he is yet affured of one thing, which is, that his men will not ftay long behind ; 
but for their own fecurity, ‘certainly follow his example. Hence you may judge what 
heroes they are in attacking other countries; but to fay truth, they fhow fomewhat more 
courage in the defence of their own country, as long as is poflible ; confirming the old 
proverb, that every dog will bark in his own kennel. 

This cowardice is not particular to the Fidafians, but the natives of Ardra are full - 
as bad ; wherefore they never fight againft each other with their own forces, but hire 
the Gold Goaft Negroes for that purpofe, of which the natives of Aquamboe are gene- 
rally firft at hand ; but if Coto and Popo were united, by reafon of their nearer neigh- 
bourhood, they would be more proper. 

The arms of the Fidafe and of all Ardra confift in a few mufquets, bows and arrows, 
fine and well made hangers, ftrong and beautiful Aflaguays ; but the principal wea- 
pons. and on which they moft depend. area fort of cluhs. abort a vard lone. and Gva 
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or fix inches thick, very round and even, except a knot at the bottom, the breadth of 
a hand, and three fingers’ thick. Every man is provided with five or fix of thefe. 

Thefe clubs are made of very heavy wood, and they are fo dexterous in the throwing 
of them, that they can fling them feveral paces and hit their enemy, and wherever it 
falls, it bruifes very much and breaks their limbs ; wherefore the Gold Coaft Negroes 
are almoft as much afraid of thefe devilifh weapons as of a mufquet itfelf. 

Having informed you of the moft obfervable particulars of the country of Fida and 
Ardra, I might indeed hint fome things of lefs importance, as concerning the differences 
betwixt Fida and Ardra; but it not being worth while, entirely ftepping over it, I fhall 
only give you the following account of Great Ardra. 

The King of Great Ardra, with all his dependant countries, is twenty times as {trong 
as he of Fida, and yet hath not the courage to make war againft him, though they live 
in perpetual enmity. 

Farther in-land are yet more potent kingdoms than this ; but ] know nothing, or at 
moft but very little, of them; except that while I was here, one of their ambafladors 
came to the King of Great. Ardra, to advertife him from his matter, that feveral Ardra- 
fian Negroes had been with, and made complaints to him, and to advife him to take 
care that his viceroys treated thefe poor men more gently; or elfe, much againft his 
will, he thould be obliged to come to their affiftance, and take them into his protection. 

The King of Great Arda, inftead of making a proper ufe of this wholefome advice, 
taughed at it; and in further defpight to that King, murdered his ambaffador ; upon 
which he was fo violently as well as juftly enraged, that with utmoft expedition he 
caufed an army (by the Fidafians augmented to the number of ten hundred thoufand 
men) to fall into their country ; and thefe being all horfed, and a warlike nation, in a 
fhort time maftered half the King of Ardra’s territories, and made fuch a flaughter 
amongtt his fubjects, that the number of the dead being innumerable, was commonly 
exprefled by faying they were like the grains of corn in the field. 

‘The Fidafians reported to me of the mentioned people, that it was cuftomary in their 
wars, to cut off all the privities of flaughtered enemies, and carry them off with them ; 
as alfo, that none durft prefume to take an enemy prifoner, that was not furnifhed with 
one hundred of thefe trophies. This looks very fabulous, infomuch that though it is 
confirmed to me by oaths, I do not affirm it for truth. But it is certain that the 
flaughter was prodigioufly great; and that the general of this great army, contenting 
himfelf therewith, returned home, expecting to be very well received by his mafter, 
but found himfelf miftaken ; for the King, as a reward of his heroic expedition, caufed 
him to be hanged on a tree; becaufe, according to his order, he did not bring the . 
perfon of the King of Great Arda along with him; on whom, and not his fubjects, he 
aimed his revenge. 

You may pleafe to obferve what mifchiefs this prince brought on himfelf, and alfo 
that the law of nations is as well obferved among thefe heathens as us Europeans; for 
this great monarch did not account himfelf fatisfied by the death of fo many thoufand 
men for the murder of his ambaflador, but would rid the world of the particular occa- 
fion of it: which, whether he afterwards did, I have not yet heard ; but I believe he 
will content himfelf with the blood already fhed. 
~ ‘This nation ftrikes fuch a terror into all the circumjacent Negroes, that they can 
fearcely hear them mentioned without trembling; and they tell a thoufand firange 
things of them. ; 

Four miles eaftward of Fida, is the land of Jakin; which I have already faid, is 
under Great Ardra; by whofe Phidalgo it is-at prefent governed. ee 

2 A little 
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A little lower, but farther in-land, lies the land of Offra, called Little Ardra by the 
Europeans, where our company many years fince had a lodge and a fa@or, and drave 
a confiderable trade ; but fince our factor was killed, and the land laid wafte by the 
Popoeans, we have not been there ; and the country hath moftly lain wild and untilled ; 
in which ftate it will probably continue feveral years : for the Kings of Great Ardra and 
Fida are at ftrife for the maftery of it, each being defirous to appoint his viceroys, and 
yet neither of them dare begin. 

But to leave them difputing, and go aboard the fhip called Staden Land (city and 
country), in which I failed from Fida on the 14th of Auguit, 1698, fteering towards 
Rio de Gabon, where in eleven days we arrived, without meeting any thing remark- 
able in our paffage. We had a continual freth gale, but were obliged moftly te bear. 
upto the wind, otherwife we had reached perhaps in eight days. 

Before I come to fpeak of Rio de Gabon, I would fay fomething of the gulf of 
Guinea, by which name it is beft known to the Europeans. It extends4rom Ardra to 
Cape Lopez, in length miles. Betwixt thefe two extremities are feveral fine large 
rivers, by which means we keep trade alive here with our yatchs; the commodity which 
we get there being elephants’ teeth, of which this country produces a great quantity, 

The trading-places are Rio Formofa (or beautiful river), otherwife called Rio de 
Benin, from the great kingdom of that name. Next is Rio de Elrei or King’s River, 
and Camarones, together with Old and New Calbary. Of the firft river I hope before 
long to be mafter of adefcription, which you are then to expe. 

In the gulf of Guinea lie alfo four iflands, called El Principe or Prince’s Ifland; the 
ifle of Fernando Po; and Corifco divided into two, the Greater and Leffer. ; 

At Great Corifco, our Company had fome years paft a fettled trading lodge; but it 
lying too far diftant, and not turning to a very great account, we left it, and have not 
been there fince. 

Corifco are two very agreeable iflands, and the land fo low, that at a diftance the 
multitudes of trees there, feemed planted in the water, and afforded a very pleafant + 

rofpect. 
e The ifland of Fernando Po is inhabited by a favage and cruel fort of people, which 
he that deals with ought not to truft. I neither can nor will fay more of them.’ 

The Prince’s Ifland was, at the latter end of the fifteenth century, fubject toa con. 
fiderable merchant of Amfterdam ; but by reafon of the diffenfion of our countrymen, 
and the treachery of the Portuguefe (its firft mafters), we were obliged to quit it. And 
at prefent the Portuguefe Company have built a {trong fort there, and indifferently well 
peopled the ifland, which is fertile and well fituated ; or at leaft the Portuguefe till it fo 
well, that it yields them vaft quantities of provifions, which they fell to all fhips for 
money, befides which they can alfo ftore their own fhips very plentifully. 

All forts of fhips which have been to fetch flaves touch here, or at the other Portu- 
guefe iflands, in order to take in refrefhments; except only our Company’s veffels, 
which avoid it (I believe) out of a groundlefs jealoufy, that when our matters of veffels 
come to thefe iflands, they fhould drive a clandeftine trade to thé prejudice of our come 
pany; but in reality, at Annaboa, the chief of thefe ifles, nothing elfe is to be gotten 
but bare refrefhments, as well for our own-people as the flaves ; and of what afliftance 
and advantage this would be to our Company, I leave to thofe who have experienced it 
only, to determine. It is morally certain, that {6 many of the flaves would not ficken 
and die, if they were fometimes furnifhed with refrefhments. . But the diretors of the 
Company are otherwife informed, on what grounds I know not: but perhaps the reafon 
2 sta Why 
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why our veffels do not touch here, may be either unknown, or unfit to be known by 
mé: and leaving it fo, I come to Rio de Gabon. 

This river is fituated fifteen miles from Cabo Lopez di Gonfalvez, or the utmoft 
point of the gulf of Guinea; and it is fo famous, that no nation which ever failed to 
this part of Africa, can be unacquainted with it. It is a very fine river, and above two 
miles over at the mouth. 

Having paffed three or four miles up this river, we come to two iflands, one of which 
takes its name from the King, and the other from the prince of this river; two great 
lords. But they both are defolate and wild: for pure fear of each other, the King 
hath left one, and the prince the other ; each of them living at prefent upon a particular 
branch of the river, of which branches here are a great number. 

For fome miles this river is navigable with {mall fhips, but I cannot exadtly tell you 
how wide it is, or how far its courle extends in-land. Several fhips (as I have juft told 
you) vifit this river, on account as well of the trade which is driven here, as of its 
convenient fituation for the cleaning and refitting of veffels: thofe that come hither on 
the laft account, unlade ther heavy baggage, as guns, anchors, water-barrels, &c. 
on Prince’s land; and by help of a flowing tide, get their thips as far on land as 
poflible, that by means of the ftrong ebb they may be ona fort of dry ground, and 
thereby obtain an opportunity of repairing them all round. But this is not very ad- 
vifable with great fhips, by reafon they may eafily get fome mifchief by lying dry : 
and one of our cruizers that failed in company with me, would not run the hazard of 
it ; but chofe rather to faften his fhip to ours, by which means he could come even at 
her keel to clean her, which was confequently better than to lay her dry. 

The trade of this river confifts in elephants’ teeth, wax,. and honey, and is fometimes 
indifferently quick, efpecially if no fhips have been there lately ; which feldom hap- 
pens, for the Zealand interlopers vifit it the whole year round, in order to cleanfe 
their fhips and ftore themfelves with water and wood, and trade withal as long as they 
ate there: but their chief aim is cleaning their fhips ‘and trading, for they can have 
water and wood as well at Cape Lopez as here. 

Any perfon that never was here before, muft be amazed at the unevennefs of the 
bottom of this river in failing into it, for in one place we have ten, immediately fifteen, 
then five, and prefently twelve fathom water, as if the mouth of the river were filled 
up with rocks, The ebb is here fo ftrong, that even with a good wind it is {carcely 
poffible to fail into the river, but we are obliged to wait till flood. I made a trial of 
this myfelf, but we were flopped in the moyth, and had enough to do to bear up 
againft the ebb with full fail, lofing more ground than we gained, and could not.get 
in before the food. The inhabitants of this river, though but*a {mall number, are 
yet divided into three claffes ; one of which is with the King, the other with the prince, 
and the third trouble themfelves with neither, but live quietly. The two former are 
always warring againft each other, but not in open field ; for which purpofe I do not 
believe them ftrong enough, but they fall on and rob one another by night, and at un- 
feafonable times, and return home with either the booty or blows which they get. 
Thefe people are the moft wretchedly poor and miferable that I think I ever faw; and 
befides, to augment their miferies, they are fo very proud, that they thereby become 
the more ridiculous; efpecially if the reafon of their vanity be looked into, which is 
Barely a Duich name, there being none of them that come on board of us that. want 
one, with which they irnmediately make us acquainted, imagining we value them the 
mote on that account; and are very ‘well pleafed with us for -calling them by their 
borrowed name. Ss ; 

Exceflive 
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Exceffive brandy-drinking feems the innate vice of all Negrges, but thefe are moft 
accurate proficients, and really herein exceed all others that I have ever converfed 
with. They confume in this all they can come at. ‘They will fend an indifferent large 
elephant’s tooth for this liquor, which they will drink out before théy part 3 nay, 
fomnetimes before they fo much as go out of the fhip. If one chance to get but a mouthful 
more than another, and they are half drunk, they immediately fall on fighting, with- 
out any refpeét to the King, prince, or prieft, who, on fuch an occafion, lay about them 
brifkly with their fifts, that they may not be accufed of being idle fpeCtators, Thele 
heroes are fo warm and vigorous at their work, that hats, perukes, coats, or whatever 
they have, are thrown overboard. 

Perhaps you may be furprized that thefe poor wretches fhould wear hats, perukes, 
&c. which they do in a very particular difmal manner. Formerly a great trade was 
driven here in old perukes by our failors. For thefe they got whatever they pleafed of 
thefe people, as wax, honey, parrots, monkeys, and ail forts of refrefhments. But 
for thefe four years fo many merchants of thefe forts of gogds, have been here, that the 
tailor fwears the trade is utterly fpoiled ; and though his prime ftock cofts him nothing, 
yet it doth not at prefent turn to account. ; 

The beft quality in thefe people is, that as great lovers of brandy as they are, they 
yet are not very nice, for I have feen fome of our men give them brandy half lengthened 
out with water; and for proof they told me, there was a little Spanith foap clapped 
into it, and the fcum of the foap pafled on them for the proof; and they praifed this 
brandy as fo extraordinary good, that they would willingly have laid in a ftock of it. 

I defigned when I came into this river, to have traded for fome ivory and wax for 
our Company ; and had brought feveral goods with me to that end, but found them 
fo very troublefome that I could not have patience to deal with them ; and there being 
another of the Company’s fhips here, which alfo had orders to trade, I left it wholly 
to them, being very glad that I was fo cheaply rid of them. And thefe wretches ap- 
peared the worfe to me, becaufe I was ufed to deal with fuch civil Negroes at Fida for 
an hundred times more than the commerce of this place. For to fell one tooth, they 
would fometimes haggle a whole day ; go five or fix times away and come again ; afk 
and bid as if they were on a fifhemarket, and come to no refolution. 

As great lovers of brandy as they are, they will not yet, when they firft come on 
board and are afked to drink, touch a drop before they have received a prefent. And 
if we fhould happen to ftay too long before we give them any thing, they will boldly 
afk if we imagine that they will drink for nothing ; it not being fufficient to content 
this wretched crew that they drink up our liquor for nothing, but they muft befides 
be hired to it, as though they thereby did us a very great honour; and-he that intends 
to trade here, muft humour them herein, or he fhall not get one tooth on board. Thus 
the merchant which would trade here, ought to be very well armed with Job’s weapon, 
without which nothing is to be done. 

After I had given over the trade, a ftrange troop of Negroes came on board me, to 
whom 1 prefented fome brandy, and would have caufed them to be carried to our 
other fhip : but thefe gentlemen would not drink before I made them a prefent, which 
I had no mind to do, wherefore they marched out of my cabin; but underftanding 
that I did not defign to trade, they all very humbly returned, begging what I before 
offered them ; but [ told them I was not at leifure, and they went off without any thing, 

They are very ready to make us prefents at our firft arrival, but much readier to 
receive others in requital from us: and when we happen to be too flow, they afk where 
is our counter-prefent, or they will take their own back again ; which, without making 
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much ado, they eafily do, if our prefents be not worth more than theirs, In fhort, 
thefe are men which no otherwife differ from beafts than in fhape. Their cloathing 
is like that of other Negroes, but very poor and wretched : for they deal with our men 
for all their old coats, fhirts, breeches, &c. and all other old cloaths ; and when dreffed 
in them, think themfelves very fine. 

‘As to what farther relates to their manners, I fhall not fay much becaufe I am unac- 
quainted with them ; but if you take what hath been already faid for a fpecimen, you 
may ‘eafily form an idea of the remainder. 

I do not believe they have much religion. I have obferved them to be very fuper- 
{titious, and that as well as others they have great numbers of idols ; but of what fort 
they are,_or what they believe concerning them, I was not able to obferve in my fhort - 
{tay here. 

That their government is not extraordinary, I obferved from the fmall refpect they 
fhewed each other; whence, without fear of herefy, I dare conclude, that every 
free perfon lives here for qgimfelf, without much troubling himfelf with King or 
prince; and that thofe gentlemen have only the bare name of royalty, without the leaft 
fhadow of the thing itfelf. 

The prefent King, like an honeft manj in order to rub through the world, follows 
the trade of a {mith to get his bread ; not neglecting other perquifites, the chiefeft of 
which is letting his wives at a reafonable price to the Europeans during their ftay there ; 
notwithftanding which he is, as all the reft are, a very poor man. 

‘They are moftly large, robuft, well fhaped men. They befmear their bodies with 
elephants and buffaloes’ fat, and a certain fort of red colour, which makes them ftink 
abominably ; efpecially the women, which one can hardly come near without turning 
fick. And yet they venture to drive a public trade with their bodies, expofing their 
favours to fale at a very cheap rate: and where they fear no danger, they will readily 
relieve the languifhing lover for a knife or a trifle of that value. But thofe who engage 
with thefe ladies mutt be very fond of new faces, for if’a man happen to be the leaft 
nice or fqueamifh, he will fufficiently wind them at twelve fcore yards, to deter him 
from any nearer approaches. But the cafe is different with a common failor, who is 
content with every thing that is but woman. 

I am apt to think that the moft part of the inhabitants depend chiefly on hunting 
and fifhery ; for I do not believe that they trouble themfelves with agriculture, nor did 
I fee any corn or Milhio during my ftay here; but inftead of that I daily faw them eat 
immature Banacas roafted at the fire. They had alfo Jammes, potatoes, and {mall 
beans, but in no great plenty. 

The land doth not feem very fertile or fit to produce corn or other fruits of the 
. earth; at leaft, what I have feen of it, which is from the mouth of the river to the 
Prince’s Ifland. But as for thofe fruits which grow on trees, thefe have great plenty 
of them; wherefore I believe that their Banana is, befides what they eat with it, the 
ftaff of their life. ‘This river is prodigioufly ftocked with all forts of good fith, and I 
affure you we purfued them very clofely, and catched fo many that we abundantly 
ftored ourfelves for our whole voyage. 

The Negro’s manner of fifhing here, is very diverting ; for paffing along the river- 
fide in a canoe, and perceiving a fifh, they inftantly dart an Affaguay at him, which is 
fo certain a way, that by means of their dexterity, it very feldom miffed. 

Before the mouth of Rio de Gabon, we daily obferved fhoals of large unweildy fith, 
which we call Noord Kapers, or Northern Capers, though they look more like a fpe- 
gies of whales, which, if they are not, it is certain they are not many removes rd 
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them, Thefe fith we gueffed to be about forty foot long, but I believe I have feen 
fome longer. ‘They came fo near our fhip, that we could eafily reach them with a 
long pole, fuppofing them to continue fill. If we had a good thoal of thefe fith, and 
could brace them to, and guide them before our fhips, as we do horfes to our waggons, 
I doubt not but we fhould always run a fwift courfe. 

But to leave this diverfion to Neptune, and return to our fubjeét. 

They fwim chiefly on the furface of the water, having a young one or two near 
them, who, fpringing up to the top of the water, in imitation of their dam, mount 
above water. "Chey blow up-the water with very great violence, and put the fea in as 
great a ferment as a {hip under fail ; and in {pouting of water they would eafily outdo 
the beft water-works at Fontainbleau; and it is not lefs diverting than rare, to-fee a 
number of thefe fithes together. 

The land about this river incredibly abounds with wild beafts, efpecially elephants, 
buffaloes, and wild-boars. : 

As foon as we had difpatched our affairs at Prince’s d, and careened our hip, 
we failed down the river again, in order to anchor at théM§and Punt, i.e. Sand Point, 
or Zuidhoeck; i. e. South Nook; and provide ourfelves with water, which is better 
there than at Cape Lopez. Being advanced about an Englifh mile from this place, 
we got fight, of an elephant, which, taking the fame courfe with us, walked very gently 
along the river-fide to the before-mentioned place ; where, accompanied with my cap- 
tain and fome of my fervants, we ftepped into a boat and landed together, and imme- 
diately fet upon the elephant ; but after having purfued him very hard for an hour, we 
could not overtake him, but loft fight of him in a wood. 

At the writing hereof I tremble to think what a rifk we ran, and what danger we 
were in; for not being above ten or twelve ftrong, and not half of us provided with 

ood fire-arms, we fhould have attacked this elephant, if we could have come at him ; 
fondly imagining to have fetched him down with two or three fhots, which I have 
fince found was what two or three hundred men could fearce do: thus we all had 
reafon to thank heaven that we did not overtake this beaft; for if we had, if not all, 
yet at leaft fome of us, had been left dead on the fpot. a 

In our return we met five elephants together, who, looking on us, I fuppofe thought 
us not worth their anger, and therefore fuffered us to pafs them without the leaft dif- 
turbance ; and we owning them ftronger than we, were very well pleafed, and after 
pulling off our hats in grateful acknowledgement of their civility, went on our way. 

We lay three days {till before this place,*during which time, having no other em- 
ployment, I went every morning on fhore in order to fall upon’ fome of the wild beatts, 
but not elephants ; which I had in a fort fufficiently forfworn fince our laft adventure, 
But the wild fwine afforded us the moft diverfion, and were what we chiefly intended 
to exercife ourfelyes on: and accordingly the fecond day that we came on fhore, we 
were fo fortunate as to meet a-troop of above three hundred. We begun immediately 
to hunt them with utmoft fury, but having four legs to our two, they were too nimble 
for us, fo that they foon got out of our reach; except only one, which we cut off from 
his companions, and fo befet him, that he feemed obliged to pay dear for lagging, fince 
there was no other way of flying left him than into a thicket, in which we purfued him 
fo clofe, that in a very fhort time he was likely to fall into our hands. 

But he efcaped us in the following manner: being come into the midft of the thicket, 
as though we had been in a well-built. garden-houfe or bower, we found a tkeleton of 
an elephant; and the furprize of this adventure detained us from the purfuit of the 
wild-boar, in order to examine this fkeleton nicely ; which we found entire with the 
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teeth affixed to his head, which I caufed to be taken out and weighed, their weight 

being feventy pounds ; I meafured his legs, and found the fore, three, and the hind, 

four foot; the head alfo four foot; and the remainder of the body proportionable ; 
. whence you may conjecture how large he was when living and covered with fleth. 

The two firft days being paft in fruitlefs elephant and wild boar chace, we defigned 
to {pend the third in the latter fport; but when we came on fhore, we found that their 
place was taken up by about one hundred buffeloes; not being difcouraged we run at 
them, and being come near a parcel of eighteen or twenty, we prefented them with half 
a dozen bullets, but I believe did not hurt one of them: they all ftood ftill, and feemed 
to look very angrily on us, confulting, I fuppofe, whether they fhould punifh our info- 
lence ot not, but fince none of them was wounded, it paffed in the negative, and we 
efcaped Free. Thefe buffeloes were red, with ftraight horns extended backwards, about 

the fize of an ox; as they ran they feemed lame behind, but that did not hinder their 
being very fwift. 

The Negroes informed __ that when thefe beafts are fhot, and not mortally wounded, 
they fly at the men and killtnem. We the eafier believe this, becaufe about ten years 
paft, our men going a buffelo-hunting here, one of them being too forward, let fly at a 
buffelo, but was immediately feized, and had been killed by him, if one of his comrades 
had not come to his afliftance ; who notwithftanding, firing at the buffelo, was fo unhappy 
as to mifs him and mortally wound his companion, and the buffelo foon trod out the 
fmall remainder of the {nuff of his life. This unhappy accident agreeing with the Ne- 
gro’s report, made us rejoice that we had met with fuch good-natured buffeloes; and 
immediately refolved never for the future to attempt the elephant and buffelo chace, 
which refolution, in order to be remembered, was regiftered in its proper place. : 

The Negroes, to prevent fuch misfortunes, go more warily to work, They firft 
obferve the place where the buffeloes refort in the evening, and place themfelves on a 
high tree, and as foon as the buffelo comes, they fheot at him from thence. If they kill 
him, and there is no danger below, they come down, and aflifted by fome of their 
companions, carry off their game; but if they have not hit the buffelo they fit ftill, and 
keep out of danger ; by which means they {hoot feveral. 

The buffelo’s fleth here is very good, and by reafon of the meadow-ground about the 
Sant Punt, fat enough. 

This is all that I could poflibly obferve in my fixteen days flay here. Our cruifer, after 
having taken in fome wood, came to us, and we failed together out of the river, and 
three days after anchored at Cape Lopez di Gonfalvez; which, as I have before in- 
formed you, is the uttermoft point of the gulf of Guinea, fituate in fome few minutes 
of fouth latitude, and Gabon is exactly. under the equinoétial line. A little fouth of 
Cape Lopez, begins the country of Angola, which ftretches feveral degrees fouthward. 
This point or cape is as much or more vifited by fhips than Gabon; for moft of the 
fhips laden with flaves, come hither to ftore themfelves with water and wood, with both 
which it always abounds, and the inhabitants have always quantities of the latter ready 
cut, which they fell fo cheap, that we commonly do not give above a bar of iron for a 
whole fathom of it ; and water we have for fetching from a very convenient place near 
the fea-fide. We generally indeed pay for the liberty of fetching water, to the King, 
or he who calls himfelf fo, three or four knives, and a bottle of malt fpirits; but this is 
rather our civility than any thing elfe, fince there is no thip fo fmall, as that it could not 
furnifh itfelf with water and wood by force. But this would, in my opinion, be very 
unreafonable, fince the natives deferve fome reward for their trouble; and it would alfo 
render it very inconvenient to other fhips that came after us; for the Negroes finding 
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we did not pay them, would not be very fond of felling more wood, on which account 
it is far the better way to content them with a trifle. ” 

The trade here, as well as at Rio de Gabon, confifts in elephants’ teeth, wax and 
honey, with which it abounds; but by reafon of the multitudes of fhips which daily 
touch here, not much is to be expected; yet one of our yatchs this very year dealt for 
betwixt three and four thoufand weight of elephants’ teeth, as wellas wax, and at other 
times for larger quantities. 

At Cape Lopez there are a few houfes, in which the inhabitants live as long as any 
thips are there ; but their proper dwelling-place is a little beyond this point, upon a 
river which is called Olibatte. The principal men, or grandees, diftinguith themfelves 
by the names of king, prince and admiral, though, like thofe of Gabon, they are-obliged 
to be contented with the name only; and indeed the inhabitants of both places agree 
fo exaétly, that I do not believe the leaft difference is obfervable betwixt their manner 
of living ; except only, that the latter are far more civil and converfable thah the former. 

I do not think it neceflary to fay any more concerning ghis place, than that the fhips 
here meet with a good road, if they are but fo cautious as to avoid fome fand-banks 
which are hereabouts, which yet are not dangerous in good weather, fince they are 
paflable without damage at high-water, as we experienced. ; 

I have already told you, that the river Gabon is plentifully ftored with fifh, But 
this place is enriched with prodigious fhoals, that our cruifer one morning, cafting his 
net, caught fuch a vaft quantity as would have fufficed ten fhips, 

After having pafled three days at this Cape, we heaved in our anchor and fet fail, 
defigning for the Ile of Annaboa; but the {trong tide, which at this time of the year winds 
in a ferpentine manner towards the north, carried us below St.Thome, an ifland be- 
longing to the Portuguefe ; which affords me an opportunity to impart to you fome 
particulars concerning it, after having acquainted you, that though our fhips were cleaned, 
and in good failing condition, we yet were driven above half a degree northward ; but 
another of our Company’s fhips, which I had laden with flaves at Fida, and departed 
thence three weeks before me, came the third time to anchor with me at Cape Lopez, 
and told us, that he had been in one degree and a half fouth latitude; but that the 
vehemence of the tide had (which is fcarcely credible) in one night driven him through 
the Line exattly before Gabon. 

The Ifle of St.Thomé (and not of St.Thomas, as fome would have it, that being 
in America in the Danes’ poffeffion) was formerly in our hands, and we were obliged to 
quit it by the continual treachery of the Portuguefe, which fatigued our men, and by 
the great mortality which then affliated them, in which fo many of our countrymen died, 
that this ifland in Europe went by the name of the Dutch Church-yard. 

The Portuguefe, though more ufed to this fcorching air, prove at this very time, that 
it is a very unwholfome country, great quantities of them dying, and very few living to 
a great age. . 

‘The natural reafon of which, in my opinion, feems to be, firft, the fcorching heat, 
which continues here the whole year; for one point of it being fituated juft under. the 
Line, it is eafy to conceive, that the greateft part of the year mutt be intolerably hot. 

Secondly, that this ifland chiefly confifts of hills, the valleys betwixt which are con- 
tinually filled with a very thick and ftinking mift, even im the very hotteft time of the 
day, which of neceflity muft condenfe and inflame the air, and confequently render it 
very unwholefome. And, in the third place, we may add the exceffive phlebotomy of 
the Portuguefe, which they have recourfe to on the very leaft occafion, fome of them 
letting blood above fifty times in a year; and this it is, which, I believe, makes them 
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look more like walking ghofts than men: and this practice, the longer continued, muft 
neceffarily the more weaken the conttitution ; for the nature of this country is not fuck 
as to fupply them with hafty recruits of frefh blood. Excepting what hath been ob- 
ferved, this is a pleafant and fertile ifland, abounding, according to the report of the 
Portuguefe, with frefh rivers or lakes, and good arable lands, which yield corn, fugar, 
and cotton. Here are alfo feveral earth-fruits and trees, befides great plenty of cattle, 
larger and finer than on the Gold Coaft. It cannot but have its fhare of terreftrial 
bleffings, becaufe the Romith clergy have two convents here, according to the beft of 
my remembrance, filled with the fraternities of St. Peter and St.Auguftine. And here 
is alfo a bifhop’s fee. - 

Mcze need not be faid to prove this ifland good and proper to live in; for it is cer- 
tainly trué> that thefe ghoftly Fathers never fettle where, befides fouls’ good, fublunary 
conveniences are not to be gained. 

I fhall now bid adieu to St.Thomé, with only acquainting you, that all thips 
which, by reafon of contrary wind, cannot reach Ilha del Principé, put in here for 
refrefhments. 

Inftead of Annaboa, being, as I have already told you, fallen below St.Thomé, we 
defpaired of reaching it, becaufe it is more difficult to fail from St. Thomé than from 
Cape Lopez; but the wind changing, and, contrary to our expectation, getting the 
tide with us, we were fo fortunate in two days’ time as to anchor before the famous 
ifland of Annaboa. 

This ifland is vifited by a great number of fhips, as well thofe which have been trad- 
ing in Guinea, as thofe bound for Eaft India and Angola. When the Eaft Indiamen 
fall below the gulf of Guinea (for they, different from our account, reckon the gulf 
of Guinea to take in almoft the whole Coaft), they put in here; and the fhips bound 
‘for Angola touch here, it being almoft in their way. 

Annaboa is fo prodigioufly ftocked with cattle and fruit, that it far exceeds St.Thomé 
and Prince’s Ifland in both ; though it is much fmaller, and indeed not above half the 
circuit of either of them. Like St.Thomé, it is almoft always covered with a thick 
mift ; but if we may believe the Portuguefe, not fo unwholefome. But why it is more 
healthful, I thall not prefume to determine ; for the air is almoft the fame, Annaboa 
being but about one degree and a half more fouth. The land is here full as high as at 
St.Thomé ; and in the higheft place of it, according to the report of the Portuguefe, 
is a lake of frefh and very good water, about which, the air is as cold as the fevereft 
autumns in Holland; but who knows whether this be true ? 

The Portuguefe have tilled the plains to half way up the hills, for fo far the ground 
is good. But taking a view of this ifland from below, it feems very dry and barren ; 
notwithftanding which it is all over planted with fruit-trees, viz. cocoas, oranges, 
femons, Backovens, bananas, palm-trees, and feveral others, whofe fruits are all plen- 
tiful and cheap: one hundred cocoa-nuts are fold for a rix-dollar ; a thoufand oranges 
or lemons at the fame rate ; and the other fruits in proportion. Hogs, fheep, goats, 
chickens, &c. are to be bought for almoft nothing, confidering that we have them for 
all manner of old trafh cloaths of linen and woollen. In fhort, here is the true Amal 
thea or Cornucopia, of which the antients have faid fo many fine things, _ 

The inhabitants of this ifland are black, and but a fort of half-Chriftians, though 
they bear the name of Chriftians ; for if they can but read a Pater-nofter and Ave-Ma- 
Maria, confels to the prieft, and bring fome offerings with them, they pafs for good 
Chriftians. The white Portuguele of this ifland efteem them flaves, by reafon that they 
are the defcendants of thofe flaves which they fet on this ifland. They are all of them, 
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without exception, thieves and rogues, that will injure or defraud no man more than 
they can. ‘The women are all common public whores, which allure and miflead the 
failors, and except a very few, are monftroufly ugly and ill-favoured, as Monfieur Fok- 
kenbrog has well obferved it. 

The government of thefe people is entrufted in the hands of a white Portuguefe, 
who is honoured with the illuftrious name of Governador. He who was honoured 
with this high poft in my time, was fuch a great Don, that if I had been charitable 
enough to have beftowed the alms of a crown upon him, he would have made no diffi- 
culty of receiving it, nor thought it an affront to his honourable charge, or the gran- 
deur of his nation. His fubjegts alfo ftood in fuch awe of him, that if Thad but defired 
them, they would certainly have broken his head, and have delivered the ifattd into 
our poffeflion. For this Don being appointed by a Portuguefe gentleman, to whom 
this ifland belongs, as rent-gatherer in his name, to colleét a third of all the inhabitants’. 
cattle, fruit and income; in order to fecure fomewhat for himfelf, he very fairly fleeces 
the inhabitants of a complete half, which renders him fo hated by his black fubjeéts, 
that they would very willingly be releafed from their yoke, and deliyer the ifland to 
another nation. But it would not indeed be ferviceable to any nation, without all its 
black inhabitants were tranfported thence ; for whilft they ftay there, on account of 
the leaft difference with the poffeffors, they would fly to the hilly part of the ifland, 
which is fufficiently inacceflible to the Europeans, and from thence fo gall them, that 
they would be obliged to abandon it; as it happened to us, when we formerly were in 
poffeffion of it; for we left it on no other account. 

Befides the Governador, I found here alfo two white priefts, who were endowed with 
no other qualities than the profound ignorance and ftupidity of the meaneft of their 
neighbours, except only (which is indeed fomething uncommon) that they could drink 
as much brandy as I could wine, or other liquor. 

Their wifdom was lodged in their Capuchin’s cap. I cannot indeed tell, whether 
they could read or write, fince I did not fee one book they had, nor would they pro. 
duce one, though I afked the favour; perhaps that it might not be defiled with m: 
heretical fingers. They invited us to come and fee their churches, which we did, and 
found them very handfome, and large enough for four times the number of inhabitants 
on the ifland. Before we entered their churches, we were all over befprinkled with 
holy water, from which I conclude that it is not very dear here. They defired a bottle 
of wine of me to celebrate their mafs withal, which I gave them; and they thereupon ° 
promifed me (though unatked) that they would faya mafs for my happy voyage; after 
which I took leave of them. 

We faw here fome fmall pieces of cannon, and afking where they got them, we were 
informed that they belonged to a fmall French pirate, which ftranded there about ten 
days before, the captain of which, with two of his men, was then upon the ifland. 

Thefe pirates had robbed the Gold Coaft of fome gold, flaves and elephants’ teeth. 
But two days before our arrival here, the Sloter galley, an Englifh fhip, commanded 
by Thomas Kent, had fet fail from thence, having made an agreement with thefe pirates, 
in confideration of a part of their prey to be given to the captain, to earry them and 
all their booty to the French iflands. The pirates, depending on this contraét, had 
brought all their goods on board Captain Kent, and all the men, except the captain 
and two more, followed, who defigned to have gone on board the laft day of the gal- 
ley’s flay here; but as they were coming, were welcomed with a few mufquet fhot, 
and charged, if they valued their lives, to return back, which they were obliged to do, 
and had the fatisfaction of feeing Captain Kent haul up his anchors and fet fail with all 
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their goods. What think you, fir, were not thefe villains rightly ferved; indeed ¥ 
think they were ; and had it been my good fortune to meet with them, I fhould not 
have given them any better treatment. 

After having ftaid here a few days to refrefh, purfuant to the director-general’s leave, 
we fteered our courfe towards Elmina, failing continually along the Line, without inclin- 
ing one degree towards the fouth or north. I expected to have met with a violent 
heat here; buton the contrary found it fo cold, that though well clad, I could fcarcely 
bear the cold. The failors, who commonly are not moved at a trifle, alfo cloathed 
themfelves very thick. Exprefling my furprife hereat, the captain told me that about 
this time of the year (being September) it was almoft always fo cold here, notwithftand- 
ing ths-fun in that month paffes the line, and muft be exaétly over our heads; but the 
cafe lies here, we have always thick weather and a {tiff gale, which prevents our feeling 
the heat of the fun. 

After feveral days failing forwards in this manner, gueffing that we were advanced 
high enough to make the Coaft, we fteered directly landwards, and got fight of land 
about the Quaqua coalt; but our orders running to ftay no where, we failed along by 
the fhore, proceeding on our voyage to Affinee, which the French fome time paft took 
poffeffion of; and that in fuch a diverting manner, that I cannot help imparting it to 
you. The author of the European Mercury for the year 1701, obliges us with the 
following relation of the converting of a Moorifh King to the Chriftian faith, in thefe 
words : — : 

“ Here is another Pagan prince brought over to the Chriftian faith, namely, Lewis 
Hannibal, King of Syria [which he miftakes for Affinee], on the Gold Coaft of Africa, 
who, after being a long time inftruéted in the Chriftian principles, and baptized by the- 
Bifhop of Meaux, the King being his god-father, received.the facrament of the Lord’s 
fupper, on the 27th of February, from the Cardinal de Noailles, and offered at the 
fame time a picture to the Bleffed Virgin, to whofe protedtion he fubmitted his territories, 
having made a vow, at his return thither, to ufe his utmoft endeavours towards the con- 
verfion of his fubjects. This Moorifh prince departed on the 24th of this month, in 
order to embark at Port Lewis, and be convoyed home by two or three men of war, 
under the command of the Chevalier Damon.” 

Thus far runs our above-mentioned relation. Now it is my tafk to give youa fhort 
account of the extraction of this pretended King, and to acquaint you with what hap- 
pened afterwards. 

Some years paft, the French were accuftomed to feize all the Negroes that came on 
board them, and fell them into the Weft Indies for flaves; amongft which happened to 
be the beforefaid Lewis Hannibal, chriftened by the French; but finding him endowed 
with a more fprightly genius than his countrymen, inftead of felling, they brought him 
to the French court, where this impoftor pretended to be fon and heir apparent to the 
King of Affinee ; by which means he fo infinuated himfelf into the good opinion of the 
court, that the King made him feveral very rich prefents, and fent him back to his own 
country in the manner above related ; but upon his arrival upon the Coaft, he was dif- 
covered to be only the flave of a Caboceer of Affinee, to whom, fhortly after his arrival 
he returned; and, as I am credibly informed, inftead of converting his fubje€ts to 
Chriftianity, is himfelf returned to Paganifin. 

You may eafily guefs at the refentments of the French court, after being fo ridi- 
culoully bubbled by a Negro flave: if you confider that by this means they have loft 
their aim, which was to get footing on the Gold Coaft ; and befides, that the pious 
intention’ of His Moft Chriftian Majefty, to convert a heathen prince, and eftablith 
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him on his throne, was fruftrated; the Cardinal de Noailles and the Bifhop of 
Meaux laboured in vain: and, in fhort, the whole French court was difappointed of its 
expe@ation. By this, fir, you may fee, that as ftupid as the Negroes are, yet fome 
amongift them are able to delude fuch'a wife court as that of France, which I doubt 
not but long ere this has repented of its credulity, and a thoufand times curfed the 
pretended King of Syria. But to leave the French in their refentments, and purfue our 
voyage. 

Yaling by Affinee we touched on the Gold Coaft, where our companion the cruizer, 
called the Befchermer or protector, commanded by Captain Hinken, found a Zealand 
interloper called the Great Apollo, betwixt the fhore and the Brandenburgh fort; 
which he vigoroufly attacked, and after a fhort but warm refiftance, took and brought 
her as good prize to Elmina. 

This, fir, is the end of my voyage, and will alfo be the laft letter that I fhall write 
to you concerning the ftate of Guinea. What you have farther to expect from me, is, 
as Lhave already told you, the refult of others obfervations. I beg your approbation 
of the contents of this and all my palt, affuring you I have written nothing to you but 
real truth, digefted:‘from my own obfervation. If I am fo happy as to pleafe you in 
this attempt, I fhall be fo far from thinking my labour loft, that I fhall conclude it 
doubly rewarded. 

Thefe, fir, are the fincere afleverations of one that never will omit any thing which 
can render you an agreeable fervice ; but is now and fhall ever be inceffantly ambitious: 
of the honourable name of : 

Your hearty humble fervant, 
W. Bosman. 


A DESCRIPTION OF RIO FORMOSA, or, THE RIVER OF BENIN; 
Being the firft Supplemental, or Twentyfirft Letter. 


Containing a Defcription of Rio Formofa, or the River of Benin ; the great Number of 
its Branches. ~ The Trading-place and Church of the Portuguefe. — The King of 
Benin’s great Opinion of himfelf. — Our ordinary Trading-place. — The Pirates of Ufa. 
— The Morafs and floating Land in and about the River, which is very pleafant but 
unwhelefome, and the Reafon why. — The great Mortality of our Men on Ship-board. 
— The Rafbnefs of five Mariners, and a remarkable Event which followed it. —~ The 
Country is very even and full of Trees. — Who are the King of Benin’s Vaffals. — The 
King’s Slave an honourable Name. — Benin not very populous. — The three principal 
Trading-places; their Names, Conftitution, and Governors. — Befides which, a fourth 
Trading-place, where one of our chiefeft Commanders or Fafors was killed ; on which 
account a double Revenge was taken. — The Benin Inhabitants generally good-natured, 
civil, and very converfible People ; who are not to be treated forcibly, but gently ; are 
wery pertinactous in their old Cufeoms ; who are the Managers of their Trade ; 
they are very civil to Strangers, but treacherous to each other ; their Governors very 
couetous. — There are three Eftates befides the King ; concerning the firft, and their 


Power : —~Of the fecond, their Marks of Honour or Knighthood, the Lofs of which is: 
: punifbed: 
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punifoed with Death ; of which fome Examples: — The third State; the manuai 
Arts and Trades of the Commonalty. — The rich live very well, and are very charita- 
ble to the Pocr.— The Habits of the Negroes of both Sexes. — Each Perfon marries as 
many Wives as he is able to keep ; the Manner of their Marriage ; the Hufbands very 
Jealous of their Wives, of which they are abfolute Mafters. — Three Sorts of Punifhments 
for Adultery. — Of pregnant Women and their Delivery. — The male Infants belong te 
the King. —~ Both male and female are circumcifed.— The groaning Treat. —~ Twins 
efteemed a good Omen, except at Arebo: the Cruelty of whofe Inhabitants on that occa- 
Sion deferibed and confirmed by fome Inftances.— A facred Grove, and their Opinions 
concerning it. — They are very prolific. — Menftruous Women eftcemed unclean. —~ The 
Negroes here not fo much afraid of Death as others ; their Remedies in cafe of Sicknefs. 
— Phyicians not much valued, and haw treated. —Who hath the Right of Inberitance, 
and in what cafes the King is Heir. —Common Whores. —~ Their Government. — Punifh- 
ment of Thievery, to which they are not much addited. — The Punifhments of Murder, 
and their Diftinétions concerting that Crime. — Five Sorts of Oaths. — How Fines are 
diftributed. — Their mufical Infiruments ; they dance very well to the Harp ; are great 
Gamefters ; their Religion very confufed ; each particular Perfon hath his feparate 
Prieft ; their Notion of the Deity, and their Ratiocinations on that Subject ; they worfbip 
Idols, and the Devil in the fame Shape. — Apparitions of Spirits. — Daily and annual 
Offerings. Their Sentiments concerning a future Life. —- Multiplicity of Idols, and 
their Feftivals ; which is their greatet Feftival: their Sabbath.— They celebrate the 
Times of the Death of their Parents.— Their Divifion of Time. — Their Wars, and Con- 
Sufion therein ; they are great Cowards ; their Weapons. — All Sorts of Game, and wild 
Quadrupeds ; great Baboons which fall upon Men. — Great Plenty of feathered Kind ; 
but not fuch Stores of Fifh ; yet great Quantities of terrene and arboriferous Fruits, — 
Of feveral dying Ingredients. The King’s Revenue, wherein it confifis. —.A Deferip- 
tion of the Town of Benin, whith is very long and well built ; Strangers not allowed 
there. — Of the Grandees which follow the Court. — Natives cannot be fold for Slaves, 
nor is it allowed to tranfport any out of the Kingdom as fuch, though Strangers.— The 
Trades and Employments of the Commonalty ; their Tradefmen. —Very fine Streets in 
the City. — Slavery of the Women, which are fond of all Europeans except the Portu- 
guefe. — A large Defcription of the King’s Court, and the Coral-Feaft, at which 
the King is prefent. — The Author’s Audience of the King ; his Portraiture. — The 
War betwixt Are de Row and the King, which hath ruined the City of Benin ; 
which is at prefent wafte and defolate.—Conclufion of this Letter. . 


Sir, : 

IN obedience to your orders, this contains a defcription of the river of Benin. I dare 
not affure you of your expected fatisfaction ; but would fain hope that my endeavours, 
however imperfect, being the utmoft I can do, may meet with your favourable re- 
ception. 

Theat fifty miles eaft of Ardra, are fituate the cape and river of Formofa, otherwife 
called Benin, from the kingdom of Great Benin, with which it is encompaffed. This 
river fhews itfelf very plainly if entered from the weft ; for from Ardra the land is even 
and woody: the weft point is much higher, and looks like a rock with the top cut off. 
But the eaft point is low and flat land: its mouth is about a mile wide; bur failing 
farther up, is yet wider in fome places and narrower in others. This river {prouts 
itfelf into innumerable branches; fome of which are fo wide, that they very well de- 
ferve the name of rivers; and the banks of each of them are inhabited by a particular 
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nation, governed by its own King. ‘The multitude of its branches render the failing up 
this river fo difficult, that a pilot is abfolutely neceflary. : 

About a mile and a half from-its mouth there are two branches, about half a mile 
from each other. Upon one of which the Portuguefe have a lodge and church at the 
town of Awerri, which is governed by its particular and independent King, who doth 
not treat the King of Great Benin any otherwife than as his neighbour and ally ; though 
that vain Prince fhews no marks of efteem for him, nor any other potentates, imagining 
that if he is not the greateft King in the whole, yet indifputably in the Guinean world ; 
that part of it that is fituate above one hundred miles beyond his own territories, being 
as little known to him as the large remainder of the globe. 

The common-trading place here is called Arebo, fituate above fixty miles above the 
river’s mouth: fo far, and yet farther, our fhips may very conveniently con’; in their 
paffage failing by hundreds of branches of this river, befides creeks, fome of which 
are very wide. ; 

What I have already hinted is fufficient to give you an idea of the breadth of this 
river, but its length and fource I have not been able to difcover, no Negro being able 
to give me an exact account of it; but I believe its branches extend into all the cir- 
cumjacent countries ; for I have feen feveral men that came from Ardra, Calbary, and 
feveral other places, in order to trade, which were taken on this river by the robbers, 
and fold for flaves. Thee robbers, or pirates, live juft at the mouth of the river, and 
are called the pirates of Ufa; they are very poor, and live only on robbery ; they fail 
hence to all parts of this river, and feize all that lights in their way, whether men, 
beafts, or goods; all which they fell to the firft that come hither for victuals, with 
which they are not at all provided. 

The Portuguefe informed me, that here was a land road which reached to Calbary, 
and one much more commodious by water ; that it was eafy, with a canoe, to get into 
the circumjacent rivers, viz. Lagos, Elrei, Camarones, and feveral others, befides 
the river Volta, which laft I can fcarcely believe, it being utterly improbable ; but as to 
the former rivers, they are fo near the other, that it may be eafily done. 

Several miles upwards, from the mouth of the river, the land is every where low 
and morafly, and its banks all along adorned with great numbers of high and 
low trees, and the country all about it divided into iflands, by the multiplicity of its 
branches ; befides which, here are feveral forts of floating ifles, or lands covered with 
reed, which are driven by the winds, or Travadoes, from one place to another, by 
which means they often happen in our way, and oblige us to fteer a different courfe, 
on which occafions pilots or guides are very convenient. 

The river itfelf is very pleafant, but very unwholefome, as moft of the rivers on 
the coaft feem to be naturally, which I am apt to think is occafioned by the continual 
contagious exhalations which hover about them, more efpecially thofe in low ground 
and morafies. ‘To which may be added another, and not lefs plague, the innumerable 
millions of gnats, which the Portuguefe call Mufquitoes ; for the land, as I have already 
told you, being very woody, is infupportably peftered with thefe vermin, efpecially in 
the nights, when they attack us in whole legions, and fting fo feverely, that feveral 
perfons have been fo marked with puftules, that it was impoffible to know them. This 
torment, which deprives us of our natural reft, heightened by the unwholefomenefs of 
the climate, continually occafions a great mortality amongft our men. You very well 
know, that this is my tecond voyage to this river, and that the firft time I was here we 
loft half our men. and at vrefent the number of anr dead an heard fe neat lefs and the 


$20 BOSMAN’S GUINEA. 


remainder are moft of them fick, which ftrikes fuch a general terror into the failors, 
that the boldeft of them is afraid of his life. 

Five of our failors were fo rafhly impious, as to throw dice who fhould die or live 
to come out of this river. They over-perfuaded my eldeft fervant to throw for his 
chance with them, and the higheft caft being efteemed fafeft, he threw eleven. And 
it is really remarkable, that this lad is yet alive, but the other five died all in the river 
of Benin. ; 

Bating the faid contagion of the climate, this is a very defirable place of trade, by 
reafon of the pleafantnefs of the river and adjacent country, which is very even ground, 
without hills, and yet rifes by gentle degrees, which affords the moft agreeable profpect 
in the.world ; which is yet improved by the multitude of trees which ftand fo regular, 
as if they were defignedly planted in that order. 

The inhabitants of this river, and the neighbouring country, have feveral Princes ; 
and, indeed, each fmall nation ig governed by his own King, though all of them are 
vaflals to the King of Benin, éxdept thofe of Awerri, where the Portuguefe live, and 
the pirates of Ufa, both of whom would never yet fubmit to his yoke. 

_ They are all free-men, notwithftanding which they are treated as flaves by their 
King, and are fo far from taking it for an’ unhappinels, that the title of the King’s 
flave is a diftinguifhing mark of honour amongft them. 

Though here is a prodigious number of people, yet in proportion to the extent of 
land, and upon the comparifon with Ardra, this country is not populous. The 
towns are widely diftant from each other, as well thofe near the river as farther in- 
land. 

There are at prefent three principal towns where we trade, and whither all the neigh- 
bouring in-land Negroes refort, efpecially when we have caft anchor there. 

The firft of thele villages is Boededoe, containing about fifty houfes or cottages, 
built with reed and leaves. It is governed by a viceroy, and fome grandees appointed 
by him, who, under the King, and in his name, govern the whole diftri& of land; but 
their authority doth not extend beyond things of {mall importance, as civil caufes and 
the raifing taxes for the King ; but if any thing confiderable happens, or any capital 
crime is committed, they are not permitted to decide it, but muft fend to court and 
wait their orders. 

Arebo, the fecond village, which is fituate much farther up the river, is a fine large 
oblong town, indifferently well furnifhed with houfes and people. The houfes are 
much larger than at Boededoe, though built in the fame manner. This place, and its 
dependant country is, as well as the former, governed by a viceroy. 

Some years paft here were two lodges, or factories, one of which belonged to the 
Englith, and the other to our Company ; each of them had their particular faftors and 
truftees, called in Portuguefe Mercadors and Fiadors; the laft of which are here but 
a fort of brokers: but the Englifh not having traded here for many years, their 
lodge is fallen down and demolifhed, and their faCtors and brokers incorporated with 
ours. : 

Agatton, the third village, was formerly a confiderable trading-place, but hath fuf- 
fered fo much by the wars, that it lies in a manner wafte at prefent. It is fituate on a 
{mall hill in the river, juft joined to the firm land. 

The remaining ruins difcover it to have been a very large village, much more 
agreeable and healthful than the others are, for which reafon the Negroes employ their 
atmoft diligence in the re-building of it, It is environed with all forts of fruit-trees. 

6 Hereabouts 
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Hereabouts are feveral fmall villages, whofe inhabitants come hither at every cons 
fiderable market, which is held here for five days. A day’s journey by land from . 
Agatton, is the city or village of Great Benin, the refident of the Kitig: but more of 
this hereafter. 

I muft not here omit a certain village, where we formerly traded, which is called 
Meiborg, probably borrowing its name from that of one of our factors. 

Several years paft our Company had a confiderable fattory and fome fervants here. 
‘their laft factor here was N. Beeldfnyder, who made himlelf to be hated by the natives, 
by reafon of his brutality. Befides which, he caft a lafcivious eye on one of the Ne- 
gro governor’s wives, which he ravifhed, and thereby fo enraged her injured hufband, 
that he refolved to take his utmoft fatisfaGtion of Beeld{nyder, and came againft him 
with a party of armed men, defigning to have his life, but he defending him:eif in his 
flight, narrowly efcaped on board one of our fhips, which then lay there, but was withal 
dangeroufly wounded. He was no fooner come on board, than he failed out of the 
fight of his purfuers, but one of his wounds proved fo fatal, that, through the unfkil- 
fulnefs of the furgeon, he died of it. . 

Mr. N.N., who was then the Company’s director-general on the coaft, and was not 
fully informed of the merits of the caufe, did not let his death pafs unrevenged, but 
immediately fent a yacht, reinforced with Elmina foldiers to Benin, with ftri& orders 
to take the utmoft revenge for the murder or maflacre, as it was termed. Thefe fol- 
diers fo rigoroufly executed, or perhaps ftretched their commiffion, that they killed or 
took prifoners every perfon of the village that could not make their efcape. . 

The King of Great Benin being informed of this, and the author of the maffacre, 
was not content with the revenge which our director had taken, but commanded the 
perfon, who was the occafioner of the maffacre, to come to him; and though he had 
defended the honour of his family, and was confequently very excufable, yet the King 
caufed him and his whole race, to the third and fourth generation, to bé cut to pieces ; 
which cruelty was executed, in order to juftify himfelf, not only with refpe&t to the 
action, but alfo the very knowledge of it. : 

The dead corpfes of thefe miferable wretches were thrown upon the dunghill as a 
fpeétacle, to be devoured by the wild beafts ; and their houfes were razed to the ground, 
with ftriét orders, that they fhould never be re-built. ‘We, finding the King fo zea- 
loufly interefted for us, have ever fince continued our trade there. 

‘The inhabitants of Great Benin are generally good-natured and very civil, from 
whom it is eafy to obtain whatever we defire by foft means: if we make them liberal 
prefents, they will endeavour to recompenfe them doubly; and if we want any thing, 
and afk it of them, they very feldom deny us, though they have occafion for it them. 
felves. But they are fo far in the right, to expect that their courtefy fhould be repaid 
with civility, and not with arrogance and rudenefs ; for to think of forcing any thing 
from them, is to difpute with the moon. 

They are very prompt in bufinefs, and will not fuffer any of their antient cuftoms 
to be abolifhed ; in which, if we comply with them, they are very eafy to deal with, 
and will not be wanting in any thing on their part requifite toa good agreement. But 
what is worfk of all, is, that they are very tedious in dealing: many times they have a 
ftock of elephants’ teeth by them, which we are generally eight or ten days before we 
can agree with them for; but this is managed with fo many ceremonious civilities, that 
it is impoffible to be angry with them. Another inconvenience which really deferves 
complaint, is, that, at our arrival here, we are obliged to truft them with goods to make 
Panes or cloaths of; for the payment of which we frequently flay fo long, that by 
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reafon of the advancement of the feafon, the confumption of our provifions, and the 
. ficknefs and mortality of our men, we are obliged to depart without our money: but 
on the other hand, the next time we come hither, we are fure to be honeftly paid 
the whole. 

‘The perfons which treat with us on their behalf, are fuch as are thereto appointed by 
the government, and are called by the above-mentioned names of Mercadors and Fia- 
dors; and thefe are the only merchants with which we deal: this cuftom having 
obtained, by reafon that thefe factors can {peak a miferable fort of Portuguefe, which 
qualifies them to talk with us. This is their only excellency, without which they 
would be looked on as, the very fcum of their countrymen, and not thought worthy a 
name amongift them. 

Atounarrival here, we are obliged to pay fome forts of cuftoms to thefe brokers and 
the governors, which are foinconfiderable, that they are hardly worth mentioning. 

‘The natives here feem very civil to each other, and omit no opportunity of offering 
their mutual fervices ; but this is bare compliment ; for they will not truft one another, 
but are jealoufly prudent, and very referved, efpecially in the management of their 
trade, which they difpatch with utmoft fecrefy, out of fear of being reprefented as great 
traders to their governors, who, upon fuch a difcovery, would certainly accufe them 
of fome crime or other, in order to poflefs themfelves, though never fo unjuftly, of the 
effeéts of thefe rich merchants. And here, as well as every where elfe, itis ealy to find 
a ftick to beat a dog withal: wherefore thofe who are out of power, and have no 
fhare in the government, always pretend to be poorer than they really are, in order 
to efcape the rapacious hands of their fuperiors. ‘This obliges them all to a cunning 
fort of mutual civility, in order to avoid accufers ; and their profeffions are very rarely 
fincere, but only feigned. 

I have obferved here three ftates, befides the King, which governs abfolutely, his 
will being a law and bridle to his fubje€ts, which none of them dare oppofe. 

Next him, the firft and higheft ftate is compofed of three perfons, called here great 
lords, or great men, which are always near the King’s perfon; and any perfon that 
wants to apply to His Majefty, is obliged firft to addrefs himfelf to them, and they 
undertake to acquaint him with it, and return hisanfwer. But they are fure to inform 
him only of what they pleafe themfelves, and confequently in the King’s name, they ad 
as they think fit; fo that in reality the whole government depends folely on them 5 
which may the more eafily happen, becaufe, excepta very few, no perfons are admitted 
into the King’s prefence, much lefs allowed to fpeak with him. 

The fecond ftate or rank is compofed of thofe which are here called Are de Roe, or 
Street Kings; fome of which prefide over the commonalty, and others over the flaves ; 
fome over military affairs, others over the affairs relating to cattle and the fruits of the 
earth, &c. And indeed here is a particular fupervifor over every thing that can be 
thought of. 

Out of the number of thefe Are de Roes, are chofen the viceroys and governors of 
the countries which are fubjet to the King. Thefe are all under the command of, 
and refponfible to, the three great men on all occafions. They obtain thefe honourable 
potts by the recommendation of thefe three lords; and the King, as an enfign of this 
honour, prefents each of them with a ftring of coral, that being equivalent to the arms 
of anorder of knighthood. This ftring they are obliged to wear continually about their 
necks, without ever daring to put it off on any account whatever ; for if they are fo unhappy 
as to lofe it, or carelefsly fuffer it to be ftolen, they are ip/o facta irreprievably condemned 
to die. For the confirmation of which I can give you two inftances, to one of which 
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I was witnefs; viz. a Negro, who, through inadvertency, had fuffered this chain to 
be ftolen from him, and without delay was executed, as was alfo the other who acknow-. 
Iedged himfelf guilty of the faid robbery, befides three more which were privy toit, and 
did not timely difcover it. Thus five men were put to death for a chain of coral, that 
was not intrinfically worth two-pence. . 

The fecond inftance happened about the year 1700, and was fomewhat more extras 
ordiary. At that time there lay near me, before the village of Boededoe, two Portu« 
guefe fhips or barks, one of which departed before us, but the other was obliged to 
ftay a month or two after me, in order to get in his debts; which coming in very flowly,. 
the captain refolved to caufe a Fiador, that was his greateft debtor, to be arrefted in 
his fhip ; bat when he attempted it, the other refifted, and endeavoured to-efcape : 
and during the {cuffle with the failors, the pilot caught hold of his chain of corzl, broke 
it in pieces and threw it overboard ; which fo difpirited the Fiador, that he let go his 
hold and furrendered himfelf immediately. But fome time after, finding the pilot 
afleep, and having gotten a blunderbuls, he fhot him through the head; and thus 
obliged him to exchange his natural for a more lafling fleep, with which the Negro was 
not yet fatisfied, but afterwards wounded the dead body in feveral places, and then 
threw away his knife, adding, that he had now taken his revenge, and that it was per- 
fe&tly indifferent to him what they did to him: “For,” continues he, ‘ when my 
coral was thrown overboard, I was a dead man; and at prefent Iam in the fame con- 
dition.” The Portuguefe did not venture to punifh him, but delivered him to the 
governor of the place, who difpatched him to the King ; and the bark departing, His 
Majefty committed him to clofe prifon, in order to punifh him very feverely in the pre- 
fence of the next Portuguefe that fhould come thither. This very year I faw rhe 
Negro; and juft upon my departure, two Portuguefe fhips came with orders to demand 
juftice for their murdered pilot; how they fucceeded I cannot fay, becaufe I left that 

lace immediately after ; but that it coft the Negro his life is undeniable. e 

The King keeps thefe corals in his own poffeffion, and the counterfeiting, /or having 
any of them in poffeffion without his grant, is punifhed with death. They are made 
of a fort of pale red coétile earth or ftone, and very well glazed, and are very like 
fpeckled red marble. 


From the laft relation it is eafy to infer, that the Fiadors are the third wr ftate 
of this country ; for no perfon is permitted to wear this coral, unlefs hor. by the 
King with fome poft ; fince, as I have already told you, they can have. ily from 
the King. 


Befides the Fiadors, under the fame rank are alfo reckoned the Mercadors, or mer- 
chants; Fulladors, or interceffors; the Veilles, or elders; all which are diftingu:thed 
by the above-mentioned mark of honour. 

And befides thefe three, I know of no other offices or dignities ; wherefore the cum- 
monalty take place next; very few of which are laborious or induftrious, unlefs it be 
thofe who are wretchedly poor: the others laying the whole burthen of their work on 
their wives and flaves, whether it be tilling the ground, fpinning of cotton, weaving of 
cloaths, or any other handicraft; whilft they, if they have but the leaft ftock, apply 
themfelves to merchandize alone. Here are very few manual arts, befides weaving, 
practifed or underftood. The chief workmen here are either fmiths, carpenters or 
Jeather-dreffers ; but all their workmanthip is fo very clumfy, that a boy that has been 
_ but one month learning in Europe would out-do them. 

The inhabitants of this country, if poffeffed of any riches, eat and drink very well ; 
that is to fay, of the beft. The common diet of the rich is beef, mutton or chickens, 
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and Jammes for their bread, which, after they have boiled, they beat very fine, in order 
to make cakes of it. They frequently treat one another, and impart a portion of their 
fuperfluity to the neceffitous. 

The meaner fort content themfelves with fmoked or dried fith; which, if falted, is 
very like what we in Europe call Rafand Reekel. ‘Their bread is alfo Jammes, bana- 
nas and beans; they drink water, and Pardon-wine, which is none of the beft. The 
richer fort drink water and brandy, when they can get it. 

The King, the great lords, and every governor who is bug indifferently rich, fubfift 
feveral poor at their place of refidence on their charity, employing thofe who are fit 
for any work, in order to help them to a maintenance; and the reft they keep for 
God’s fake, and to obtain the character of being charitable ; fo that here are no beg- 
gars. And this neceflary care fucceeds fo well, that we do not fee many remarkably 
poor amongift them. 

They are very liberal in all mutual prefents of all forts of goods, and they give the 
Europeans prodigious quantities of refrefhing provifions, and more than they really 
want 3 nay, fome in this particular give beyond their ability, only in order to acquire 
a good reputation amongtt ftrangers. 

The habit of the Negroes here is neat, ornamental, and much more magnificent 
than that of the Negroes of the Gold Coaft. The rich amongft them wear firft a white 
calico or cotton cloth about one yard long, and half fo broad, which ferves them as 
drawers; over that they wear a finer white cotton drefs, that is commonly about fix- 
teen or twenty yards long, which they very ornamentally plait in the middle, cafting 
ower it a fearf of about a yard long and two fpans broad, the end of which is adorned with 
fringre or lace, which is fomewhat like the female Negroes on the Gold Coaft : the upper 
part of their body is moftly naked. Thefe are the cloaths in which they appear abroad ; 
but at home they wear only a coarfe Paan inftead of drawers, covered with a great 
painted cloth woven here, which they wear like a cloak. ‘The mean fort go thus 
cloathed, but the ftuff they wear is much coarfer ; and as to fine or coarfe, each per- 
fon is govertied by his circumftances. 

The wives of the great lords wear calico Paans woven in this country, which are 
very fine and very beautifully chequered with feveral colours. Thefe Paans or cloaths 
are noi long, and are buckled together like thofe which are worn at Fida, but 
with thi. erence, that as the Fidafe Paan is open before, this on the contrary is open 
behind, ~. on one fide, and covered before. ‘The upper part of their body is covered 
with a beautiful cloth of about a yard long, inftead of a veil, like that which the women 
wear on the Gold Coaft. Their necks are adorned with necklaces of coral, very agree- 
ably difpofed or plaited. Their arms are dreffed up with bright copper or iron arm- 
rings; as are alfo the legs of fome of them, and their fingers are as thickly crouded 
with copper rings as they can poffibly wear them. ‘Thus fet out, fir, they look pretty 
tolerable, and may pafs for fuch for want of better. 

The meaner fort of women as well as the men of the fame condition, differ from the 
Tich only in the goodnefs of their cloaths. 

Alnioft all the children go naked; the boys till they are ten or twelve years old, 
and the girls till nature difcovers their maturity ; till then they wear nothing but fome 
ftrings crest twifted about their middles, which is not fufficient to hide their nudities, 

‘The men do not curl or adorn their hair, but content themfelves with letting it grow 


in its natural pofture, except buckling it in two or three places in order to hang a great , 


coral to it. But the women’s hair is very artificially turned up into great and imall 
buckles, and divided on the crown of the head, like a cock’s comb inverted ; by which 
means 
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means the finall curls are placed in exact order. Some divide their hair into twenty or 
more plaits or curls, according as it happens to be either thick or thin. Some oil it 
with the oil which they roaft out of the kernels of oil-nuts, by which means it lofes its 
black colour, and in procefs of time, turns to a fort of green or yellow, that they are 
very fond of; notwith{tanding which, in my opinion, it looks hideoufly. 

‘The men here marry as many women as their circumftances will allow them to 
keep. They have fcarcely any, or at moft very few marriage ceremonies amongft either 
poor or-rich ; except only that one treats the bride’s friends more {plendidly than the 
other. ‘heir marriages are commonly made in the following manner: if a man like 
a virgin, he difcovers his paffion to one of the moft confiderable amongft his relations, 
who repairs to her houfe, and atks her of her relations, who, if fhe is not before pro- 
mifed, feldom deny his requeft; the confent then of the relations or parents thus ob- 
tained, the match goes on, and the bridegroom cloaths his future bride with a rich fuit 
of cloaths, necklaces, and bracelets ; and after having handfomely treated the relations 
on both fides, the wedding is ended without any farther ceremony. Thr treat I now 
fpeak of, is not performed at the houfe of the bridegroom, or indeed any other, but 
the victuals and drink are dreffed and prepared, and each hath his part fent home. 

The Negroes are very jealous of their wives with their own countrymen, but not in 
the leaft with refpect to us; for they are very little concerned at our converfing with 
their wives, whether we rally, fit, or lie by them, provided we keep within the 
bounds of modefty ; nay, they have entertained fo good an opinion of us, that when 
we vifit them, if their affairs call them away, they not only leave us alone with, but 
recommend us to their wives for diverfion, whilft they are out; but no male Negro is 
allowed to come near the women’s apartment, which is a cuftom very ftriétly obferved 
by them. : 

Yall the difference betwixt the wives of the great and thofe of the meaner fort is, that 
the latter go every where, where their work obliges them ; but the former are almoft 
always fhut up very clofe, to obviate all occafions of tranfgreffion. : 

If a man be in his own houfe, accompanied by fome of his wives, and receives a 
vifit from any of his acquaintance, the wives immediately retire to another part of the 
houfe, that they may not be feen; but if the vifitants are Europeans, they continue 
with their hufbands, by reafon it is their defire, whom they ufe all arts to pleafe, be- 
caufe their happinefs depends on them, for the men are here abfolute mafters of their 
wives. 

Adultery is here punifhed three feveral ways : firft, amongft the commonalty, in the 
following manner : if any of them is fufpicious of the levity of any of his wives, he 
tries all poffible means to furprife her in the faét, without which he cannot punifh her ; 
but if he fucceeds in his endeavours, he is thereby lawfully entitled to all the effects of 
her paramour, whether confifting in flaves, Boefies (their money), elephants’ teeth, 
or any other mercantile commodity ; all which he may immediately feize and perfectly 
ule, occupy, and enjoy as his own. The offending wife is punithed very heartily with 
a cudgel, and driven out of his houfe to feek her fortune; but no perfon being very 
fond of marrying her after this, fhe retires to another place, where fhe paffes for a 
widow, by way of aiming at another hufband ; or elfe ftrives to fubfift herfelf by a trade 
not very difficult (for her at leaft) to learn. 

Thus far extends the poor man’s fatisfa€tion ; the rich revenge themfelves much the 
fame way; but the woman’s relations, to avoid the fcandal which might thereby accrue 
to their family, reconcile the offended hufband with a good fum of money, and thereby 
weavail vann him to admit her to grace. which they cenerally do: and then the thus 
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atoned adultrefs paffes for as virtuous a woman as before her crime, and is alfo for 
the future treated with all matrimonial endearments in her turn, as well as his other 
wives. : 

The governors punifh adulterers more feverely ; for if they furprife any debauching 
their wives, they kill both them and their paramours on the very {pot where they com- 
mitted the crime, and throw their dead bodies on the dunghill, to be expofed as a prey 
to wild beatts, 

Thefe fevere punifhments of adultery amongft all ranks of people deter men from 
meddling with other’s wives fo much, that this crime is very feldom committed here. 

The Negroes are very libidinous, which they afcribe to their pardon-wine and good 
-eating.. 

The pregnant wife is not allowed even the matrimonial careffes of her hufband, till 
fhe is delivered ; after which, if a male infant, it is prefented to the King, as properly 
and of right belonging to him; and hence all the males of the land are called the 
King’s flaves ; but the females belong to the father, and live with him, according to 
his pleafure, till they are of age; after which he marries them, when and to whom 
he pleafes. ; 

Fight or fourteen days, or fometimes longer, after the birth of their children, both 
males and females are circumcifed ; the former are hereby bereft of their prepuce, and 
the latter of a {mall portion of their Clitoris: befides which, they make {mall incifions 
all over the bodies of the infants, in a fort of regular manner, exprefling fome figures 
thereby; but the females are more adorned with thefe ornaments than the males, and 
each at pleafure of their parents. 

You may eafily guefs that this prot ae the bodies of thefe tender creatures muft be 
very painful; but fince it is the fafhion here, and is thought very ornamental, it is 
practifed by every-body. 

‘When the child is feven days old, the parents make a fimall feaft, imagining that the 
infant is paft its greateft dangers ; and in order to prevent the evil fpirits from doing it 
any inifchief, they ftrew all the ways with dreffed victuals to appeafe them. 

If a woman bear two children at a birth, it is believed to be a good omen, and the 
King is immediately informed thereof, who caufes public joy to be exprefled with all 
forts of their mufic. “The father, imagining it too heavy a tafk for the woman to 
fuckle both the children, fearches out a wet-nurfe, whofe child is dead, whom he per- 
fuades, by the force of money or good words, to nurfe one of his children. 

In all parts of the Benin territories, twin-births are efteemed good omens, except at 
Arebo, where they are of the contrary opinion, and treat the twin-bearing women very 
barbaroufly, for they aétually kill both mother and infants, and facrifice them to a 
certain devil, which they fondly imagine harbours in a wood near the village. But if 
the man happens to be more than ordinarily tender, he generally buys off his wife, by 
facrificing a female-flave in her place; but the children are, without poffibility of re- 
demption, obliged to be made the fatisfatory offerings which this favage law requires. 

In the year 1699, a merchant’s wife, commonly called Ellaroe or Mof, lay in of 
two children, and her hufband redeemed her with a flave, but facrificed his children. 
After which, I had frequent opportunities-of feeing and talking with the difconfolate 
mother, who never could fee an infant without a very melancholy reflection on the 
fate of her own, which always extorted briny tears from her. 

The following year, the like event happened to a prieft’s wife: fhe was delivered 
of two children, which, with a flave inftead of his wife, he was obliged to kill and 
facrifice with his own hands, by reafon of his facerdotal function ; and exactly one er 

. 1 after, 
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after, as though it had been a punifhment infli&ted from heaven, the fame woman 
was, the fecond time, delivered of two children ; but how the prieft managed himfelf 
on. this occafion, I have not been informed, but am apt to think that this poor woman 
was forced to atone her fertility by death. 

Thefe difmal events have, in procefs of time, made fuch impreffions on the men, 
that when the time of their wives’ delivery approaches, they fend them to another 
country ; which makes me believe, that for the future, they will correct thefe inhu- 
manities. 

The wood before-mentioned, in which the devil is fuppofed to lurk, is by them 
efteemed fo facred, that they never permit a foreign Negro, or any of his wives, to 
enter it. If any perfon accidentally happen on a path which leads to this wood, he is 
obliged to go to the end of it, without returning before he comes there: and they are 
firmly perfuaded, that if this law be violated, or that of offering the children and 
mother, or at leaft a female-flave in her place, the land will-be infefted with fome fevere 
plague. Notwithftanding all which, I have frequently gone a fhooting in this wood, 
and to ridicule their credulity, defignedly turned before I had gone half to the end of 
the path; by which raeans I not a little ftaggered the faith of fome who faw that my 
boldnefs was not attended with any ill confequences. But the roguith priefts were 
immediately ready at hand, with an exception, which was, that I being a white man, 
their god, or rather devil, did not trouble his head with me; but if a Negro fhould 
prefume to do fo, the danger would foon appear. 

The multiplication of mankind goes forward very fuccefsfully here; which is not 
very hard to believe, fince the women are not barren, and the men vigorous ;' befides 
which, they have the advantage of a choice out of their great number of wives; of 
which, for their encouragement, the fruitful woman is highly valued, whilft the barren 
is defpifed. 

Menftruous women are here deemed fo unclean, that they are not permitted fo niuch 
as to enter their hufbands’ houfes, or to touch any thing either to drefs the domeftic 
diet or clean the houfe, or indeed on any other account; nor are they permitted fo 
much as to look into, much lefs enter feveral houfes, but during this natural unclean- 
nefs, are obliged to refide in a feparate houfe, though, as foon as that is over and they 
have wathed themfelves, they are reftored to their former ftate. If they are afked who 
firft taught them circumcifion, and to believe menftruous women unclean; they reply 
that they do not themfelyes know, but that thofe cuftoms are traditionally handed to 
them by their anceftors: and this is the common anfwer of all the Blacks. 

The Negroes of this country do not feem fo much afraid of death as in other lands, 
They are not uneafy at the naming of it, and afcribe the length or brevity of life to 
their gods. Notwithftanding which they are very zealous in the ufe of thofe means 
which are thought proper for the prolongation of life: for if they full fick, the firft 
refuge is the prieft, who here, as well as on the Gold Coaft, acts the doétor. He 
firft adminifters green herbs; which proving ineffectual, he hath recourfe to facrifices. 
If the patient recovers, the prieft is very much efteemed ; but if not, he is difmifled, 
and another from whom better fuccefs is expected, is called in, 

If thefe facerdotal doétors happen to cure the patient, they are very much reve. 
renced ; but the fick perfon is no fooner perfectly recovered, than they are difcharged 
without any refpe€t: fo that if the priefts here have no other dependance, they are gene- 
rally poor; becaufe each particular perfon offers his own facrifices, and performs the 
fervice of his idols without giving them any manner of trouble. 

* When. 


ns: BOSMAN’S GUINEA. 


‘When any perfon dies, the corpfe is wafhed and -cleanfed ; and if-a native of the city 
of Benin happens to die at a very diftant-place, the body is perfettly dried up over a 
gentle fire, and put intoa coffin whofe planks are clofely joined-with glue, and brought 
with the firft opportunity to the mentioned city in order to be buried. But fometimes 
a convenient conveyance does not offer itfelf in feveral years ; wherefore the dead corpfe 
is thus long kept above ground, as I have feen feveral in my time at Arebo. 

The neareft relations, wives, and flaves go into mourning on account of the dead 
perfon : fome fhave their hair, others their beards, or half their heads, &c. The public 
mourning commonly lafts fourteen days. Their lamentations and cries are accommodated 
to the tunes of feveral mufical inftruments, though with large intermediate ftops; dur- 
ing which they drink very plentifully. And when the funeral is over each perfon re- 
tires to hissown houfe, and the neareft relations which continue in mourning, bewail the 
dead in this manner for feveral months. : 

‘The right of inheritance devolves in the following manner :—- When any perfon of 
condition dies, the eldeft fon is fole heir, but is obliged to prefent a flave by way of 
heriot to the King, and another to the three great lords, with a petition that he may 
fucceed his father in the fame quality ; which the King accordingly grants, and he is 
declared the lawful heir of all his father hath left behind him. He beftows no more 
on his younger brothers than what out of his bounty he pleafes: but if his mother be 
alive, he allows her a creditable maintenance proportioned to her condition, and 
allows her befides to keep whatever fhe hath gotten from his father. His father’s other 
widows, efpecially thofe which have not had any children, the fon takes home if he 
likes them, and ufes as his own; but thofe which he doth not like, he alfo takes them 
home with their children, and fets them to work in order to fubfift them the more 
creditably ; but entertains no matrimonial converfation with them. Of this laft fort, 
here are as great numbers as of proftitutes in other countries. If the deceafed leaves 
no children, the brother inherits his effects; and in cafe of deficiency of {uch heir, the 
next akin. But if no lawful heir appears, the King inherits. 

The government of this country is principally velted in the King and the three men. 
tioned great fords: the firft is nominal governor, and the laft are really fo. Each pro- 
vince hath its particular governor, all which depend on thefe three chief {prings, without 
whofe confent they dare not act. 

The crimes here committed are punifhed in the following manner : — Thievery is not 
rife here, thefe Negroes not being of the fame pilfering nature as at other places; 
however, if the thief is taken in the fact, he is obliged to reftitution of the ftolen 
goods, and befides punifhed by a pecuniary mulé; but if he is poor, after reftitution 
of the ftolen goods, if in his power, he is very well beaten. But if the robbery be 
_done upon any of the government, it is punifhed with death: in the mean-time as } 
have already hinted, this crime fo feldom occurs, that examples are very rare. Murder 
is a crime that happens here yet more feldom than the former. Whoever kills a 
man is punifhed with death ; but if the murtherer happen to be the King’s fon, or fome 
other confiderable perfon, he is banifhed to the utmoit borders of the King’s territories, 
to which he is conveyed under a very ftrong guard; but none of thefe banifhed per- 
fons being ever heard of, the Negroes-take it for granted, that their guard condué 
them to the Elyfian fields. If any perfon with his fift, or otherwife accidentally and 
undefignedly, kill another, and the dead perfon did not bleed, and his death doth not 
feem violent ; the offender may then purchafe his life, by firft burying the dead cre- 
ditably at his own charges, and afterwards producing a flave to fuffer in his ftead. 
This flave doomed to a reconciling ote he is obliged to touch on his knees with 
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his forehead as he is killed, after which he is obliged to pay a large fum to the great 
lords ; and this performed, he obtains his freedom ; and the frsends of the deceafed are 
‘ obliged to reft fatisfied with this. 

I have already informed you of the punifhment of adultery ; whatever other crimes 
are committed, they are atoneable with money: and the fine is proportioned to the 
offence. And he that hath no money, mutt fatisfy the fine by a corporal punifhment ; 
fo that where effects are deficient, the body muft make good the fine. 

In cafe of accufations which are not clearly proved, the accufed is obliged to purge 
himfelf by trial, which is practifed five feveral ways,-four of which take place in flight 
offences and civil caufes, and the fifth in capital and high crimes, as high treafon, or 
all. crimes of fo deep a dye: this laft trial is only allowed to be taken by confiderable 
perfons, and that too by the King’s efpecial order. / 

The firft fort of purgation is managed in the following manner: — The accufed are 
carried to the prieft, who greafes a cock’s feather, and therewith pierces the tongue 
of the accufed ; if it paffes eafily through, it isa fign the man is innocent, and the 
wound made by the quill will foon clofe and heal up without any pain: but, on the 
other fide, if he is guilty, the quill remains fticking in his tongue, and he is accord- 
ingly pronounced guilty. 

The fecond trial of innocence is‘ practifed in the following manner :— The prieft 
takes an oblong clot of earth, in which he fticks feven or nine cock’s quills, which 
the fufpected perfon is obliged to draw out fucceffively ; and if they come out eafily, 
it is fign of innocence ; but if not, the prifoner is convicted of the crimes alledged 
againft him. 

eThe third proof is made by fpurting a certain juice of green herbs into the eyes of 

the accufed perfon ; which, if it happen to do him no hurt, he is thought innocent ; 
but if his eyes become thereby red and inflamed, he is obliged to pay the fine laid 
on him. 

For the fourth trial the prieft ftrokes the prifoner three times over the tongue with 

a red-hot copper arm-ring, and from his being hurt or not hurt thereby, they pronounce 
judgment. 
; have feen all thefe four trials made; but all the accufed were declared guilty, and 
not without reafon; for it would be ftrange indeed, if red-hot copper fhould not burn 
the tongue. The fifth and laft proof, which doth not happen once in twenty years, I 
never faw, and confequently have it only by hear-fay. 

If any perfon is accufed of a very great crime, of which he is defirous to clear him+ 
felf by oath, the King’s leave being firlt afked and obtained, the accufer is brought to 
a certain river, to which is afcribed the ftrange quality of gently wafting every innocent 
perfon plunged therein to land, though never. fo unfkilled in the art of fwimming ; 
and on the other fide to fink the guilty to the bottom, though never fo good fwimmers ; 
by which means, if he endeavours to help himfelf out, it would be in vain, and only 
render his death the more painful. ‘The water (being very calm), immediately upon a 
guilty perfon’s being thrown in, grows and continues as turbulent as a whirl-pool, till 
the criminal is gotten to the bottom, when, as though perfeétly fatisfied, it returns to 
its former tranquillity. What think you, fir, fhould you rely on this weak proof? 1 
believe not ; for my part I fhould not; ford fhould, though never fo innocent, be- 
very much afraid, if not a tkilful fwimmer, that my innocence would not fave me from 
irrecoveyably finking to the bottom ; and I believe there are feveral of my mind, 

The-fines charged on thefe crimes are divided as follows ; — Firft, the perfon injured 
by thievery, or any other crime, is fatisfied out of it; then the governor hath his. part ; 
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and laft of all the before-mentioned great’ lords have alfo their fhare: for the King, 
whofe ear it never reacties, hath no part thereof. If the three lords are contented with 
what is fent them, it-is well; but they frequently fend them back to the governors or 
viceroys,‘and in the King’s name inform them, that the fines are too fmall, and con- 
fequently that they have not deported them#felves in that affair according to their duty, 
giving them alfo to underftand what they ought to have done. Thole to whom thele 
orders are fent, though they very well know that the King never intermeddlesin thefe 
affairs, but that it is only the pleafure of the lords, are notwithftanding obliged to a 
ftriét obedience, and generally fend double the fum they require, otherwife the lords 
would not fail to take an opportunity of revenging their contempt by fome ill office 
or other. 

Before’! {peak of their religion, I fhall employ a few lines in the defcription of their 
mufical inftruments, which chiefly confift in large and {mall drums, not very different 
from thofe of the Gold Coaft. They are fhaped like them, covered with leather or 
fkins, and beaten in the fame manner as they are. Befides thefe drums, they have a 
fort of iron bells on which they play, alfo Callebaffes hung round with Boefies, which 
ferve them inftead of Caftagnettes ; all which together, afford a very difagreeable and 
jarring found. 

Befides thefe, they have alfo an inftrument which will needs be called a harp; it is 
ftrung with fix or feven extended reeds, upon which they play very artfully, and fing 
fo finely, and dance fo juftly to the tune, that it is very agreeably diverting to fee it. 
Thefe are indeed the beft dancers I ever faw amongft the Negroes. ‘he natives of 
Axim, in their annual feaft, when they drive out the devil, have much fuch a dance, 
though neither fo fine, nor near fo diverting as this. 

‘The natives here are not at all addi€ted to gaming. Here are no other games than 
thofe played with beans, and that only for diverfion and paftime ; but never for money. . 

Their religion is fo abfurd and perplexed, that I fcarce know how to defcribe it; but 
however, to begin as well as I can. 

They profefs to worfhip both gods and devils, in human and brutal images, fome 
of which are elephants’ teeth, claws, dead men’s heads, and fkeletons, &c. Alfo they 
take every thing which feems extraordinary in nature for a god, and make offerings to * 
him ; and each is his own prieft, in order to worfhip his gods in what manner pleafes 
him beft. 

It is really the more to be lamented, that the Negroes idolize fuch worthlefs nothings, 
by reafon that feveral amongft them have no very unjuft idea of the deity; for they 
afcribe to God the attributes of omniprefence, omnipotence, omnifcience and invifi- 
bility ; befides which, they believe that he governs all things by his providence. By’ 
geafon God is invifible, they fay, it would be abfurd to make any corporeal reprefen- 
tations of him, for it is impoflible to make any image of what we never faw: wherefore 
they have fuch multitudes of images of their idol gods, which they take to be fubordi- 
nate deities to the Supreme God, without confidering what fort of trifles they are, and 
only believe there are mediators betwixt God and men, which they take to be their 
idols. They know enough of the devil to call all that is ill by that name, and believe 
themfelves obliged to worfhip and ferve him, to prevent his mifchieving them. ‘The 
devil is not reprefented by any particular image, or diftinguifhed from their idols any 
otherwife than in their intention only’; for, tothe very fame image they one time make 
offerings to God, and at another, to the devil; fo that one image ferves them in the 
two capacities of god and devil. - be 
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They talk very much concerning the apparition of the ghofts ef their deceafed an- 
ceftors or relations, which yet happens only to them in their fleep, when they come and 
warn them to make this or that offering ; which, as foon as fay approaches, they 
immediately do ; if they are unable, they will, rather than fail in this duty, borrow of 
others; for they imagive that the neglect hereof would draw on then fome heavy 
ailiGion. If any perfon in raillery tells them they are only idle imaginations and dreams, 
thefe will agree with theni; but add, it is a cuftom of our forefathers which we are 
obliged to follow. No other anfwer is to be obtained from them. 

Their daily offerings are not of great value, confifting only of a few boiled Jammes 
mixed with oil, which they lay before the images of their gods. Sometimes they offer 
acock; but then the idol hath only the blood, becaufe they like the flefh very well 
themfelves. ' 

‘The great men make annual facrifices, which are performed in great ftate, and prove 
very expenfive; not only by reafon of their killing great multitudes of cows, theep, 
and all forts of cattle, but becaufe that, befides, they give a folemn feaft, making their 
friends very merry for feveral days fucceffively, and withal make them prefents. 

The feat of blifs or torment in the future life, they imagine to be the fea. They 
call the fhadow of a man, Pafladoor, or conduétor; which they believe fhall teftify 
whether he hath lived well or ill; if well, he is raifed to great dignity in the mentioned 
place; but if ill, he is to perifh with hunger and poverty ; fo that they fend the happy 
and the damned to the fame place. 

Their falfe gods, or the trafh which reprefents them, are fpread all over their houfes, 
and no place is free from them. _Befides which, there are alfo feveral fmall huts ereted 
without the houfe, which are likewife filled with them, and whither they fometimes go 
to facrifice. 

To conclude their ridiculous religion, I fhall add a fmall account of their feftivals, 
of which they have fo many, and different ones, that they ought not to give place to 
the Romanifts. Their great feat, called the Coral-feaft, happens in May, at which 
the King himfelf is prefent. ‘The celebration of this pompous feftival, 1 this year faw 
at Benin. But of this more at large in the defcription of that city. 

Their Sabbath happens every fifth}day, which is very folemnly obferved by the great 
with the flaughter of cows, fheep, and goats 5 whilft the commonalty kill dogs, cats, 
and chickens, or whatever their money will reach to. And of whatever is killed, 
large portions are diftributed to the neceflitous, in order to enable them, as every per- 
fon is obliged, to celebrate this feftival, - : 

One day in the year they alfo very expenfively celebrate the deceafe of their anceftors 
orrelations, in order to keep up the remembrance of them. 

They divide time into years, months, weeks, and days; each of which is diftinguifhed 
by a particular name, and they reckon fourteen months to a year. 

Believing that 1 have faid enough of their idolatrous worthip, it is time to vary the 
fubje&. cannot fay much of their wars; for notwithftanding that they are con- 
tinually fallen on by the pirates or robbers, and their neighbours not fubjet to the 
King of Benin, they yet are ignorant of the art of war; for, being by neceflity drawn 
into the field, their condu@ is fo very confufed, that they themfelves are afhamed of 
it. ‘They have no officers or commanders, and each man takes his own courfe, with- 
out regarding his neighbour. They are fo very cowardly, that nothing but the utmoft 
neceffity can oblige them to fight ; and even then they had much rather fuffer the great- 
eft loffes than defend themfelves: when their flight is prevented, they return upon the 
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enemy, but with {@ little courage or conduét, that-they foon fling down their arms, 
and either run away or furrender themfelves. 

Their weapons aregcutlaffes or hangers, {mall poniards, Affaguays, together with 
bows and arrows, the latter of which are poifoned. They have alfo fhields, but fo 
light, and made of {mall bamboos, that they cannot ward off any thing that is forcible ; 
wherefore they are rather ornamental, than really ferve for defence. 

Tt is now time to treat of the animals of this country. Here is no want of tame 
beafts, fuch as horfes, cows, fheep, dogs, cats, befides poultry, &c. all which are 
equally good and cheap. The cattle here,- though very {mall, are yet very good, efpe- 
cially thofe parts of them that are eatable with us, which are of a good tafte. As for 
the remainder, the dogs and cats, the Negroes evince this truth alfo, for they eat them 
rather than any other-beatt. 

Wild beafts, as well voracious as others, are here alfo in great abundance. Among 
the fierce kind are reckoned the elephants, and then the lions and tigers. This country 
is prodigioufly full of the firft fort; but I am not very fond of believing there are many 
lions or tigers, by reafon | have never yet feen one of them, or indeed fo much as one 
of their fkins ; which may neverthelefs proceed from the great cowardice of the Negroes, 
who dare not venture on hunting them, and confequently have none of their hides. 

Wild dogs or jackals are reported to be very numerous here ; they alfo tell us here 
are monkeys or baboons, which are extraordinarily large, and will attack a body of 
men that is not too numerous for them. 

Here, as well as on the Gold Coatt, are all forts of apes, befides eatable wild beafts, 
which are here fo abundant, that a good markfman might live on the fport alone. 
Their quadrupeds confift of feveral forts of harts, wild hogs, and others. 

Amongft their feathered kind, the principal are pheafants, partridges, both green 
and blue, turtle and ring-doves, ducks, crooked-bills, fnipes, divers, water-hens, and 
a fort of crown-birds. But by reafon the Negroes neither very much love, nor are 
expert in the ufe of fire-arms, feldom any wild beafts or fowl come to hand, except 
they happen to catch them in a net. They fometimes kill harts and wild {wine with 
their Affaguays, but very feldom ; and whenever it happens, it is looked upon as fome- 
thing rare. aan 

‘The river, upwards, is not well ftored with fith ; all that they eat here, coming from 
a place called Boca de Ja Mare, or the mouth of the fea, where they are dried and 
fmoked, but moft of it not being falted, taftes very ill, and ftinks abominably. 

‘The fruits of the earth are, firft, corn, or great Milhio ; for they have none of the 
fmall fort. The large Milhio is here cheap, but they do not efteem it; wherefore 
but little is fowed, which yet yields a prodigious quantity of grain, and grows very 
luxuriantly. . ree ; 

They fometimes employ the Ardra women to brew beer with this Milhio, but it 
proves difagreeable and hot. ; 

Here are not many potatoes, but a prodigious abundant plenty of Jammes, which is 
alfo their moft ready diet. ‘They eat them with all fort of eatables inftead of bread ; 
wherefore they are very careful that this fruit be planted and gathered in its proper 

 feafon. 

Here are two forts of beans, both which are very like horfe-beans; they are of a hot 
difagreeable tafte and unwholfome. . 

Ynever faw any rice here, nor do I believe any grows in Benin, though the morafly 
land near the river feems very proper for it. - ~ 
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The arboriferous fruits of Benin are two forts of cocoa-nuts, Cormantyn apples, Pa- 
quovens, bananas, wild figs and fome others, which are only known here, and are not 
extraordinary. ' y 

The foil, a little diftant from the river, is extraordinarily fruitful ; and whatever is 
. planted or fowed there, grows very well, and yieldsa rich crop. But clofe by the river 

the land is not good; for though what is fown comes up, yet the contagious damps of 
the river kill it. 

The inhabitants are very well fkilled in making feveral forts of dyes, as green, blue, 
black, red, and yellow. The blue they prepare from indigo, which grows here abun- 
dantly; but the remaining colours are extracted from certain trees by friction and 
decoction. 

The Negroes here make foap, which is better than any all over Guinea; and by rea- 
fon this wathes very well, the Negroes’ cloaths are very clean. You know it is made 
upon the Gold Coaft with palm oil, banana leaves and the afhes of a fort of wood. 
The manner of making it here differs very little. That a prodigious quantity of cotton- 
trees muft needs grow here, you may reafonably conjecture, when I tell you, that not 
only all the inhabitants are clothed with it, but they annually export thoufands of wo- 
ven cloaths to other places. 

Thus far have I anfwered you on the heads which you propofed concerning Benin, 
fo that I have only two remaining particulars, which are concerning the King’s revenue, 
and whether any tolls are levied here. As for the firft; the King hath a very rich 
income, for his territories are very large and full of governors, and each knows how 
many bags of Boefies (the money of this country) -he muft annually raife to the King, 
which amounts to a vait fum, which it is impoffible to make any calculation of. Others 
of a meaner rank than the former, inftead of money, deliver to the King, bulls, cows, 
fheep, chickens, Jammes and cloaths, in fhort, whatever he wants for his houfe-keep- 
ing; fo that he is not obliged to one farthing expence on that account, and confequently 
he lays up his whole pecuniary revenue untouched. 

Duties or tolls on imported and exported wares are not paid here; but every one 
pays a certain fum annually to the governor of the place where he lives, for the liberty 
of trading. The viceroy fends part of it to the King; fo that his revenue being deter- 
mined and fettled, he can eafily compute what he hath to expeét annually. « 

The Europeans are here extraordinarily civilly treated; tor the cuftoms which we 
are obliged to pay for every fhip to the King, the great lords, the governors of the place 
where we trade, the Mercadors and Fiadors, or whatever perfors elfe who have any 
demand upon us, do not amount to above fix pounds fterling, for which we become 
entirely free to trade. 

You alfo defired, that when an opportunity offered to get to the city of Benin, I 
fhould give you a particular defcription of it. 1 have now twice fucceflively had the 
happinefs to fee that city, which I fhall reprefent to you in its prefent {tate ; whence you 
may judge how far what Dr. Dapper hath faid of it agrees with truth. 

The village of Benin, for it at prefent fcarcely deferves the name of a city, is the refi- 
dence of the great King of Benin, whence the whole land and river alfo borrow their 
name. It is fituate about ten miles landwards in from the village of Agatton. The 
neighbouring ‘country is flat, as is the village itfelf, which is at leaft about four miles 
large. The ftreets are prodigioufly long and broad, in which continual markets are . 
kept, either of kine, cotton,. elephants’ teeth, European wares, or in fhort whatever is 
to be come at in this country. Thefe markets are kept in the fore and afternoon each 


day. 
Formerly 
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Formerly this village was very thickly and clofely built, and, in a manner, overcharged 
with inhabitants, which is yet vifible from the ruins of half remaining houfes; but at 
prefent the houfes ftand like poor men’s corn, widely diftant from each other. The 
houfes arelarge and handfome, with clay walls, for here is not a {tone in the whole 
country fo big as a man’s fit. They gre covered at the top with reeds, ftraw or leaves. 
The archite€ture is paflable, confidering it in comparifon with Negro buildings, and is 
very like the Axim way of building. The inhabitants of this village are all natives, for 
foreigners are not permitted to live here. y ; 

There are feveral very rich men who live here, and attend continually at court, not 
troubling themfelves with either trade or agriculture, or any thing elfe, but leaving all 
their affairs to their wives and flaves, who go to all the circumjacent villages to trade 
in all forts of merchandizes, or otherwife ferve for daily wages, and are obliged to bring 
the greateft part of their gain in trade or hire to their mafters. All male flaves here are 
foreigners, for the natives cannot be fold for flaves, but are all free, and alone bear the 
name of the King’s flaves: nor is it allowed to export any male flaves that are fold in 
this country, for they muft ftay there; but females may be dealt with at every one’s 

leafure. g 
I have already acquainted you with the employment of the great; but that of the 
ordinary citizens is to loiter about whole days, till they hear of any fhips being come 
into the river, upon which they go thither to trade with what goods they have in {tore ; 
and if no fhips come, they fend their flaves to Rio Lagos, or other places, to buy fifh, 
of which they make a very profitable trade farther in-land. 

The handicrafts keep to their work, without troubling themfelves with the court or 
trade. Others employ themfelves in agriculture, or fome fuch thing, in order to get 
their living. 

The ftevets being fo long and wide, as I have faid, are by the women kept very neat ; 
for here, as well as in Holland, every woman cleans her own door. 

’ The women here are as much flaves as in any place in this kingdom. They are 
obliged to keep the daily markets, look after their houfe-keeping and children, as well 
as their kitchens, and till the ground; in fhort, they have fo much employment, that 
they ought not to fit ftill; notwithftanding which, they difpatch it all very brifkly, and 
with a great. deal of pleafure. They behave themfelves very obligingly to all, but more 
efpecially the Europeans, except the Portuguefe, which they do not like very well; but 
our nation is very much in their favour. 

The King’s court, -which makes a principal part of the city, muft not be forgotten. 
It is upon a very great plain, about which are no houfes, and hath, befides its wide ex- 
tent, nothing rare. The firft place we come into, is a very long gallery, if it muft have 
that name, which is fuftained by fifty-eight ftrong planks, about twelve foot high, inftead 
of pillars; thefe are neither fawed nor plained, but only hacked out.. As foon as we 
are pait this gallery, we come to the mud or earthen wall, which hath three gates, at 
each corner one, and another in the middle; the laft of which is adorned at the top 
with a wooden turret, like a chimney, about fixty or feventy foot high. At the top of 
all is fixed a large copper fnake, whofe head hangs downward ; this ferpent is very well 
caft or carved, and is the fineft I have feen in Benin. Entering one of thefe gates, we 
come into a plain about a quarter of a mile, almoft {fquare, and enclofed with a low 
wall. Being come to the end of this plain, we meet with fuch another gallery as the 
firft, except that it hath neither wall nor turret. Some time fince, this gallery was half 
thrown down by thunder, fince which no hand hath been laid to it to re-build it. This 
gallery hath a gate at each end, and pafling through one of them, a third gallery offers 
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itfelf to view, differing from the former only in that al sep upon which it refts are 
human figures; but fo wretchedly carved, that it is hardly poffible to diftinguifh whe- 
ther they are moft like men or beats, notwithftanding which, my guides were able to 
diftinguith them into merchants, foldiers, wild-beaft hunters, &c. Behind a white car- 
pet we are alfo fhewn eleven men’s heads caft in copper, by much as good an artift as 
the former carver ; and upon each of thefe is an elephant’s tooth, thefe being fome of the 
King’s gods. Going through a gate of this gallery, we enter another great plain and a 
fourth gallery, beyond which is the King’s dwelling-houfe. Here is another fnake, as 
upon the firft wall. In the firft apartment, at the entrance of the plain, is the King’s - 
audience chamber, where, in prefence of his three great lords, I faw and (poke with 
him. He was fitting on an ivory couch under a canopy of Indian filk. He was a per- 
fon of an affable mien, and about forty years old. I ftood, according to cuftom, about 
thirty paces diftant from him; but defired, in order to obferve him the better, that I 
might approach nearer to him, which, though unufual, he {miling granted; and after 
he had beckoned me, I advanced to within eight or ten paces of him. There was no 
perfon in the hall befides the three mentioned great lords, the King, and a Negro with . 
a drawn fword in his hand, that looked as fierce as a cabin fentry. 

Whatever any perfon would fay to the King, mutt be firft told to thefe three, who 
then report it to him, and bring his anfwer, going thus continually to and from him, 
without any perfon’s being abie to determine whether they faithfully report the meflages 
on either fide. 

On the King’s left hand, againft a fine tapeftry, I faw feven white fcoured elephants" 
teeth on pedeftals of ivory, which is the manner that almoft all the King’s gods are 
placed within his houfe. ‘I prefented the King with a filk night-gown, with which (as 
I was afterwards told) he was highly pleafed; but whilft 1 was with him, I faw no: 
marks of his fatisfaGtion, becaufe it was brought to him covered, and he did not fee 
what it was till after my departure ; for every thing which is brought to the King is in. 
like manner covered with mats, and before and behind thefe prefents feveral Negroes 
march provided with white ftaves. All thofe who happen to meet them in this pof- 
ture, immediately make hatte out of the way, otherwife they would be very well beaten. 
This precaution is taken-to prevent all opportunity of poifoning the King’s goods, or 
killing him. 

T a coral-feaft happened when I was at this great prince’s court; which, though it 
affords nothing very extraordinary, I fhall yet give you fome defcription of, becaufe it 
is the only day in the year when the King appears publicly. He -came moft magnifi- 
cently dreffed to the fecond plain, where, under a very fine canopy, was placed a feat 
for him: and there alfo his wives and a great number of his officers of the firft rank, 
all in their richeft dreffes, ranged themfelves around him, and foon after began a pro- 
ceffion; after which, the King alfo removed from his throne, in order .fo facrifice to 
the gods in the open air, and thereby begin the feaft; which ation is accompanied 
with the univerfal loud acclamations of his people. After pafling about a quarter of 
an hour in this manner, he returned to, and again fat down in his place, where he ftaid: 
two hours, in order to give the remainder of the people time to perform their devo- 
tions; which done, he returned home. The remainder of the day was {pent in fplendid 
treating and feafting, and the King caufed all forts of provifions and pardon-wine to be 
diftributed in common to all, and all the great followed his example; fo that, on that: 
day, nothing is feen throughout the whole city but all poffible marks of rejoicing. 

T was not able to difcover the nature and intent of this coral-feaft, becaufe the Ne- 
groes would not give me any account or explanation of it; their only anfwer to that 


queftion, whenever I put it, being, “ We do not know any thing of it.” 
In. 
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In the beginning of my defcription of this city, I informed you 6f its mean ftate at 
prefent, and that the greateft part of it lies defolate; which, indeed, is deplorable, by 
reafon the circumjacent country is as pleafant as could be wifhed, where no interpofing 
hill or wood rudely interrupts the agreeable profpeCt of thoufands of charming trees, 
which, by their wide-extended branches full of leaves, feem to invite mankind to re- 
pofe under their fhade. The ruin of this town and the circumjacent land was occa- 
fioned by the King’s caufing two kings of the ftreet to be killed, under pretence that 
they had attempted his life, though all the wold was fatisfied of the contrary, and 
thoroughly convinced, that their overgrown riches were the true caufe of their death, . 
that the King might enrich himfelf with their effects, as he did indeed. After this bar- 
barity, the King found alfo a third man that ftood in his way, who, being univerfally 
beloved, was timely warned of that prince’s intention, and accordingly took his flight, 
accompanied with three-fourths of the inhabitants of the town; which the King obferv- 
ing, immediately affembled a number of men from the bordering country, and caufed 
the fugitives to be purfued, in order to oblige them to return; but they were fo warmly 
received by this king of the ftreet and his followers, that they forced them to return 
with bloody nofes, and give their mafter an account of their mifadventure. But he 
refolving not to reft there, makes a frefh attempt, which fucceeded no better than the 
former, which was not all; for the fugitive, thoroughly incenfed and flufhed, came 
direétly to the city, which he plundered and pillaged, fparing no place but the King’s 
court; after which he retired, but inceffantly continued for the {pace of ten years to 
rob the inhabitants of Great Benin, till at laft, by the mediation of the Portuguefe, a 
peace was concluded betwixt him and the King, by which he was entirely pardoned all 
that was paft, and earneftly requefted by the King to return to his former habitation ; 
however, he would not truft himfelf there, but lives two or three days’ journey from 
Benin, where he keeps as great a court and ftate as the King. 

The returning citizens were affably and amicably received by the King, and preferred 
to honourable offices, in order, by thofe means, to induce the reft to return, which 
probably they will not do, as being very well contented where they are ;*wherefore, it 
is to be feared, that the greateft part of this town is ftill likely to continue uninhabited. 

_ This, fir, is all I can fay of Benin: nor can I, at prefent, give you any account of 
Rio de Calbary, becaufe I was not there, by reafon of the great mortality which hap. 
pened amongft our men; but I hope once in my life to meet with an opportunity of 
going thither. I pafs over Rio de Gabon and Cabo Lopez di Genfalvez, becaufe you 
eee have been there; and for the fame reafon, I omit our arrival on the Gold 
Coatt. 

T have now only to add my wifhes, that thefe obfervations may in the leaft contri- 
bute to your fatisfaétion, and aflure you, that the writer hereot is very ambitious of 
being reckoned amongft your moft humble fervants, and fhall continue fo whilft 


Davip Van NyenpakEt. 
From on board the yacht, Johanna Maria, 


Sept. 1, 1702. 
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A DESCRIPTION OF THE TOOTH AND GRAIN COAST, &c. 


LETTER XXII. — The Author’s Departure from Elmina, and Arrival at Acra, which 
be leaves, and fails to Cape Lopez di Gonfalvex, which he leaves after trading there, 
and fails along the Equinoétial Line ; Arrival at the Upper Coaft about Cabo Monte ; 
the ‘Author lands, and is very civilly treated by the Inhabitants: a Defcription of the 
King’s Perfon, bis Children, and the Multitude of his Wives. — The Indufiry of the 
Inhabitants. — The Vegetables, Cattle, and lfb of the Country. — They marry as many 
Wives as they pleafe ; their Habits, Religion, Wars, and Weapons.—— Defcription of 
Cape Monte, and Departure from thence. —~ His Arrival at Cape Mizurado, and going 


on Shore; fome Inhabitants of this Place robbed by the Englifh ; the Trade there 3” 


a Defcription of the Place, and its Inhabitants ; the Women do all the Work, and the 
Men live idly ;. fome Englifh made Prifoners by them ; a very fine River, — His De- 
parture from thence, and Arrival at Rio Junk, before the Town of Corra, where he 
went on foore, and what he obferved there ; a Woman delivered of four Children at a 
Birth. — The Author’s Departure and Arrival at Rio Seftre; a Defeription of that 


and the Village ; of the King and his Subjects ; great Plenty of Rice ; their Trade ; 


Manner of burning the dead.—-His Departure ; how the Land bears ; Anchoring before 
Sanguin ; Trade with the Natives, as alfo with thofe of Boffoe and Battewa, who are 
very thievifh ; the Captain of Bottewa comes on board ; his Charatter.— He fails by 
Battewa and Sino; Arrival at Seftro Crou, which is a fine Village ; he fails by Wappo 
and Cape Das Palmas, and arrives at Druwin, where he trades; the Natives have 
very foarp Teeth, are very favage, and Lovers of human Flefh. — Rio St. Andrees is 

Jo wide and deep, that it is navigable with fmall Ships ; the Inhabitants are barbarous, 

but the Country pleafant and fruitful. — The Author's Departure and dropping Anchor 

before Cape La Hoe, where there is a great Village and River ; the Natives afiable and 
very tractable in Bufinefs.— His Departure and paffing Jaque La Hoe, and the Bottom- 
lefs Pit ; Arrival at Affine, but failing by it ; Account of the French Garrifon there ; 

Sailing by Cape Apolonia ; Arrival at Axim, and Conclufion of the Voyage. 

Sir, 

PURSUANT to your orders, this ferves to furnith you with an account of our voy- 
age, and the countries where we traded. But making but a few days’ ftay on fome of 
them, Iam not, therefore, fo able to oblige you with a large account of the national 
conftitution or manners of the inhabitants, as I could wifh I were; fo that I can only 
defire you to believe, that if my relation falls thort of your expectation, the fault is to 
be charged on want of opportunity to gratify you, but not in the leaft to want of in- 
clination. 

Afier having taken our leaves under the falvo of a cheerful glafs, we weighed anchor 
and began our voyage. ‘['wo days after we arrived at Acra, where we executed our 
commiffion, left that place, and {teered our courfe to Cape Lopez di Gonfalvez, where 
we arrived without any confiderable accident in our paffage on the ——. I fhall not de- 
fcribe this Cape to you, who have vifited & yourfelf, but fhall only inform you, that 
after having concluded our trade there, we left it on the , and inclined 
to the welt, failing along the Equino@tial, till we came high enough to make the Upper 
Coatt. : 

VOL. XVI. 32 About 
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About ten in the evening, on the 28th of November, we made land: and in the 
morning found ourfelves about ten miles above Cape Monte. The land here bears 
low and flat to the mentioned’ cape. It is furnifhed with numerous villages ; but not 
one Negro coming on board us, we were refolved to depart without anchoring and 
make for the cape, where we happily arrived the following day. : 

After which | immediately loaded a parcel of goods into the boat, and therewith 
went on fhore, intending to try whether I could deal for any elephants’ teeth, which 
fometimes are plenty there. : 

‘As foon as I landed I found the whole fhore filled with Negroes, who very civilly 
welcomed me, and conduéted me to their houfes, juft beyond the fhore, making out 
three fmall villages, the whole amount of which was not full thirty houfes. 

‘As foon as I was come into one of thefe great villages, I was treated with feveral ° 
pots of wine, and defired to ftay the arrival of their King; which I agreeing to, after 
having paffed an hour, His Majefty appeared, accompanied with a party of men. I 
rofe up in order to meet him before he entered the village, and to falute him with a 
profound reverence. 

He, as well as the reft, bid me heartily welcome, and we went into the village, 
where we fat down together. After fome conyerfation I afked His Majefty, whether 
there was any probability of trading to any purpofe here; but was anfwered that they 
had not-at prefent any {tock of elephants’ teeth ; wherefore I was obliged to content 
myfelf with two, there being then no more to be gotten. : 

This King was an elderly man, as appeared by his grey head and beard. His name 
was Jan de Cabo Monte, fo called from the point of that name. He was clothed, or 
rather hung with a brown cloak, and a woollen cap on his head; fo that his whole 
equipage, if fold to the brokers, would not har forty fhillings. 

1 was informed, that he was bleffed with fixteen children, twelve fons and four 
daughters. On each of the firft of which he hath beftowed the government of a 
village containing eight huts; for houfes they cannot, with any manner of juftice, be 
called. = 

The daughters alfo did their beft to pafs honeftly through the world ; but their 
principal trade lay in relieving the travellers’ neceffities at a very reafonable price. 

If the Negroes are to be credited, the King had not above four hundred wives, who 
all live with him in one village, about three miles in-land from the river-fide. 

This is a very fine river, which begins juft beyond the fhore, without entering the 
fea above once in a year, when, by reafon of the great rains, it overflows. Its courfe 
is extended far in-land, and according to the report of the Negroes, difembogues 
itfelf into the riven Sierra Leone, which is a good diftance from this place. 

The inhabitants of Cabo Monte are induftrious to the laft degree. THeir employ- 
ments chiefly confift in planting of rice, and boiling of falt; both which all the 
Negroes are obliged to do for the King, whofe flaves they are accounted. 

‘The produét of this land confifts of a fmall quantity of great Milhio, Jammes, po- 
tatoes and rice. The arboriferous fruits here, as well as on the Gold Coaft, are 
Paquovers, bananas, ananas, &e. ve 

They are not very well ftored with catjle ; for they have neither kine nor hogs, 
and but a few fheep; alfo not many chickens, but they are‘good. Here are enough 
of elephants, tygers, buffaloes, harts, and other wild beafts’ Nor is there here the 
leaft want of filh; the river is full of them, and they catch them with large nets. 

Each man here, at pleafure, marries as many wives as he can maintain, and by 
reafon the women work hard, their keeping is not very expenfive. They feem allo 
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to live. very.contentedly with their wives, and not to be much concerned if they fome- 
times venture on unlawful pleafures with other men. : a ‘ 

The habit of thefe Negroes is very like. thifts, with wide fleeves, which hang dewn 
to the knees; or indeed it is more like a furplice: but the women do not wear this 
habit. but inftead thereof a narrow cloth wound about their middles, and tucked in at 
their fides to faften-it, without being at the trouble of doing it by a girdle, as on the 
Gold Coafts ; nor do they wear garters like them.. Sometimes they fhamelefsly go 
naked, as if they were proud of what Nature beftows on them in common with the 
reft of their fex. 

I afked them what religion they profefled ; and was an{wered that it principally con- 
fifted in reverencing and obeying their King and the governor fet over them, with- 
out troubling themfelves with what was above them. 

When I enquired after their wars with other countries, they told me, they were not 
often troubled with them; but if any difference happened, they chofe rather to end 
the difpute amicably, than to come to arms: wherefore their bows and arrows (their 
only weapons) ferve rather for ornament than military ufes. 

This being all I have to fay of Cape Monte, I fhall take leave of it with only ac- 

uainting you that the cape is a very high mountain, which, as we come from the fea, 
looks like'a lofty ifland feparated from the coaft. The country. hereabouts is very 
pleafant, and alfo feems very fertile. ‘The coaft of Cape Monte extends fouth-eaft and 
by eaft, and north-weft and by weit, and is all over flat land, 

We departed thence, and arrived on the 25th before Cape Mizurado, which is alfo a 
high hill, though not fo high as that of Cape Monte. They are about ten miles diftant 
from each other. 

We caft anchor, but not one Negro coming on board, I ftepped into the chalop, 
and went on fhore ; and after Bering ftaid awhile on the ftrand, fome Negroes came 
to us; and being defirous to be informed why they did not come on board, I was 
anfwered that about two months before, the Englifh had been there with two large 
veffels, and had ravaged the country, deftroyed all their canoes, plundered: their 
houfes, and carried off fome of their people for flaves ; upon which the remainder fled 
to the in-land country, where moft of them were at prefent: fo that here not being 
much to be done for us, we were obliged to return on board, having not been able in 
two days time to come at above three hundred weight of teeth. 

The land betwixt: both the laft-mentioned capes is perfectly flat and even; the coaft 
bears as above. ‘wo miles weft of this place are three villages, containing about 
twenty houfes each, which, indeed, were the fineft I faw in my whole voyage. Each 
of them had three neat apartments, and covered at the tops, like oar hay ticks in Hol- 
land. In one of thefe houfes are commonly lodged fifty or fixty men, women, and 
children, all which confufedly intermix in their lodging: the women are handfome, 
and, as the men inform me, are permitted to earn what money they pleafe with their 
bodies. I found all the inhabitants civil and good-natured people. ‘Two old men here 
pretended to be captains, and obliged me to pay feven pound of copper as cuftom. 
By reafon of the injuries which they received from the Englith, they were fo timorous, 
that they would not venture on board any fhip. And if any perlon come armed on 
fhore, they immediately fly. we 

The men do not mach trouble themfelves with working, but father leave that to 
their wives, as prunes Sind have fufficiently fatigued themfelves with trading a little, 
moftly in palm-wine, which is very plenty and good here. They feem to give them- 

322 felves 


540 BOSMAN’S GUINEA. 


felves no’ more trouble about religion; thin ‘their’neighbours of'Cape Monte, being very 
folicitous about nothing but eating and drinking, and making merry. “ 

What hath been faid of thé habits, cattle, and fruit, of the former, may alfo ferve 
them: they tell us they live m peace with all their neighbours, and haye no notion of 
any other enemy than the Englifh, of which nation they had taken fome then, and 
publicly declared that they would endeavour to get as many of them as the two- 
mentioned fhips had ‘carried off of their natives. Thefe unhappy Englith were ‘in 
danger of being facrificed to the memory of their friends, which fome of their nation 
carried off. 

I thould now take leave of Cape Mizurado, if I did not find myfelf obliged to fay 
fomething concerning the river, which difcharges itfelf into the fea, and is five or fix 
foot deep*in the entrance, fo that in calm weather it is eafily navigable with {mall 
boats or chalops. It takes its courfe weftwards three miles from hence, and eaftwards 
dire€tly to Rio Seftre, whither the natives daily pafs in their canoes, and trade either 
in the natural ‘produce of the country, or elephants’ teeth, by reafon that a much 
greater number of fhips come to Rio Seftre than here. 

On the 28th of we weighed anchor, and left this cape, fteering eaft along 
the fhore. The coaft bears, and the land fhews as above, for five miles from. Mizurado, 
where, at three different places, we difcover different land; the firft of which is not 
very high, the laft higher, and the middlemoft higher than both. We did not fee fo 
much as one Negro, or any village, till we were advanced three miles farther eaft- 
ward, where, by reafon-of the calm, we were obliged to anchor, and towards the 
evening we faw fire on the fhore, whence we conjectured that there was a village, and 
the natives made that fign to exprefs their inclination to trade with us, wherefore we 
continued there till next day; but no perfon coming near us in the morning, we 
weighed anchor, and purfued our voyage till noon, when we caft anchor once more in 
Rio Junk, and ftayed till evening, but faw neither Negroes nor canoes. The land 
hereabouts fhews low and flat; but farther in-land, difcovers three hills; the two firft 
of which are fituate welt of Rio Junk, appearing perfectly round, and the largeft in 
the middle. 

The entrance of Rio Junk difcharges itfelf into the fea, and at the point four high 
trees difcover themfelves, two of which are adorned with crowns or round tops, and 
the other two, which are the higlieft, are fomewhat thorny. Hereabouts the land 
fhews chiefly even and doubled. A mile eaft of Rio Junk, are two large clefts, which 
render -this cape very diftinguifhable; befide that, it may be eafily known by the mul- 
titude of rocks, of which the fhore is full, and againft which the fea continually beats 
in a terrible manner. We faw the fires made by the Negroes, to advertife one another, 
that there were fhips in fight, but by reafon nobody came on board us, I am of opinion, 
that-they are falt villages. The coaft here extends from eaft to fouth, and from weft 
to north. 

We failed on till three miles weft of Rio Seftre, where a canoe full of Negroes came 
on board us, who defired us to anchor before their village, which was fituate in a 
pleafant: wood, which I did, they informing me that they had a good ftock of ele- 
phants’ teeth. i 

This village is called Corra, and not till this occafion known to the feamen. The 
burning of the fea was fo very fierce here, that it was impoffible to come afhore with 
boat or chalop; wherefore I went into a canoe, in which, though it was filled with 
water, the Negroes carried me fafe on fhore. Iwas fo defirous of feeing this new- 
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difcovered country, that I heartily wifhed to meet with 2.geod opportunity of trading 
to detain me here. : ee ee 

As foon as I was landed, I afked my black pilot where their village or dwelling was ; 
he led me about a quarter of a mile into the wood, where I difcovered two {mall mifer- 
ably-built falt villages, one of twelve, and the other of fix houfes, whofe inhabitants, 
who were very bufy in boiling falt, feemed to be. wild-men, none of them befides my 
guide having ever, I believe, feen any white men. I could not fpeak one word. with 
any of them: my guide, who fhould have been interpreter, was fo ignorant of tongues, 
that it was not without difficulty that I made him underftand me with words and figns, 
However wild and ftrange they might feem at firft, they yet afterwards appeared very 
civil and courteous ; for after Thad walked. through their country, | defigned to return, 
becaufe I faw no teeth; but an old. man, that looked Jike their governor, would not 
fufler me, but caufed my canoe to be-brought from. the fhore into his village; and de- 
fired, before my-departure, that I would eat and drink with him, which, being hungry, 
I readily confented to. The old man did every thing he was able to treat me well, 
after which he confented to my departure, under condition that I would come again 
next day. 

Thels Negroes are undoubtedly happy in a numerous iffue, and the women very 
fruitful, for I accidensally faw a woman laden with four children, and afking my inter- 
preter whether they all came at one birth, he anfwered .in the affirmative, which in- 
duced me to beftow a charitable prefent on the mother and her children ; after which I 
again ftepped into the canoe, and caufed myfelf to -be carried to our chalop, fending 
my thanks to the old gentlemen, and telling them, that if they had any goods to. trade 
with, they might come to Rio Seftre, where I defigned to fpend fome days. pon 

‘As foon as I'came on board, we weighed anchor, and failed on to Rio Seftre, and 
arrived in the road the 3d of December. Before Rio Seftre the land is very low, 
and beyond it there are two high hills, one of which appears: like a femicircle or 
rainbow. 

About a milé weft of this place, are two great rocks, and about as far eaftward a 
~ point of land {tretches into the fea, fo that this place is eafy to be known. 

The entrance of this river from the fea is full of rocks, which yet lie fix foot under 
water, wherefore it is eafy to pafs over them all with laden boats and chalops,. except 
two of them, which appear above water, and are to be avoided. 

The village is fituated clofe to the hore, on a rifing ground, and contains about 
fixty houfes, which are very neatly built, and fo high, that fome of them appear. three 
miles out‘ at fea. The buildings here differ from thofe of Mizurado, only in that here 
are snore ftories. . : 

Rio Seftre is a very fine and pleafant river ; the banks on each fide are thickly fet with 
high and low trees. Several rivulets and {mall fprings difcharge themfelves into this 
river ; but what adds to the charms of this river, befides the trees, is the multitude, of 
villages all along its banks ; amongift which is that of the King, fituated about three 
miles up the river, and compofed of about thirty houfes, : 

The King, who is a filver-haired very old man, declares that all the inhabitants of 
his village are really defcended from him, which is very probable, they not being very 
numerous. He, like the great or principal men hereabouts, affumes an European 
name, which is Peter. He is a very agreeable, obliging man, and all his fubjects are 
very civil, as well as very laborious in agriculture and the purfuit of their trade. 

‘Their habit, fruits of the earth, cattle, and fith, are the fame with the before- 
mentioned people. ° : 
* . Thefe 
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Thefe countries feem to ‘live in perfect peace with other abuntries, for all hereabouts 

we hear’of no other wars than a few fkirmifhes which formerly happened-with the in- 
land Negroes, who burned their village by furprife: but they took moft. of them 
prifoners, and fold them, which entirely ended the war. 
-~ The inhabitants, as I have already hinted, are very induftricus, efpecially in. the 
planting of rice, which is their chief employment. Rice increafes fo prodigioufly here, 
that in a very fhort time we eafily get enough to load a fhip.. Thofe above the common 
rank drive a-perpetual trade in rice, Malaget, and elephants’ teeth, though the quan- 
tity of the laft is very fmall. ; ue 

I cannot omit their ftrange manner of burial, having had the opportunity of obferv- 
ing an inftance of it, in the interment of an old woman, during the time of my trading 
here. As foon as dead, her corpfe was covered with a cloth, and the people of the 
whole village, neither old nor young excepted, came and ranged themfelves in very good 
order round the corpfe, and each of them was provided with a few Banana leaves to 
fhade and defend the old woman from the heat of the fun. The men, in a defperate 
and diftraéted manner, run about the -houfe of the deceafed, continually and difmally 
howling, infomuch that if, fhe had been but half dead, it had been fufficient to have 
accelerated: her departure. The women, which fat round the body, alfo began to lift 
up their voices, as not being willing to be out-done ; and if I were to be judge, I could 
fear¢ely determine which of the fexes made the greateft-noife. ‘This jarring difcord con- 
tinued inceffant for the fpace of twenty-four hours. But, on the fecond day, there was 
a {mall ceffation ; by reafon that an empty canoe was brought juft before the dwelling 
of the deceafed, into which the corpfe was laid; next which was placed a pot of rice, 
and another of palm-wine, in order to fupply her, if fhe happened to be either hungry 
or ‘thirfty on her:journey ; and after that the canoe was filled with all forts of green 
plants. After this the mourning cry was renewed, and continued about half an hour ; 
next to -which appeared ten young vigorous fellows, who took up the corpfe and canoe, 
both which they carried to the river, in order to be tranfported to the place of her 
nativity, and buried there. Which I at firft conjeétured to be in obedience to the 
laft teftament of the deceafed ; but was afterwards informed, that it was cuftomary for 
every perfon to be buried at the place of his birth, though he happened to die at 
never fo great a diftance from thence; and that though the deceafed had not left any 
effe&ts behind to defray the expence, the neighbours were yet obliged to bear the 
charge. ' The old woman was then carried up the river and buried, and three days 
afterwards the friends and relations returned home, and brought with them a fheep 
and a good quantity of palm-wine, to keep the burying-feaft. I kept near them, in 
order to obferve them; but they no fooner faw me, but invited me to participate with 
them; which I was eafily perfuaded to, by reafon I had been dealing for rice the whole 
day, and had not eaten. Iate and drank very heartily with them, as Jong as either 
wine or eatables lafted, thinking 1 had been very well treated, but next morning found 
my error; for the relations and the whole Company came and brought me a fcurvy 
reckoning, and I could not get rid of them, without making each of them a particular 
prefent; when f fummed up the matter, I found that the expence of the whole feaft 
was defrayed out of my pocket, which obliged me to clap down as a memorandum in 
my note-book, never again to venture to an old woman’s funeral. 

- This, fir, is all I-have to fay concerning Rio Seftre, which I fhould have gone far- 
ther up, and have more’ particularly vifited the country, if any-body had been with me 
to take care of our trade, of we had not been: bound farther. But the Englifh fhips 
generally come fo thick upon this Coaft, that, without utinoft diligence in my nd 
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could not expeét to do any thing. Nay, at lait we found trade here at fuch a. low 
ebb, that we were obliged to leave this place on the rth of December, not flaying 
here above eight days. ia 

Sailing then from Rio Seftre we found the fhore plain double land. The coat ex- ° 
tends north-weft and fouth-eaft: ‘Three miles below Rio Seftre is a great mountainous 
rock, on which grows a very high tree : this place is called Little Seftre 5. and about a 
mile and half farther eaft, a point juts into the fea; on the land next which appears a 
great rock, which is white at the top, and at fea looks like a fhip under fail. 

A little below this we dropped anchor, before the village of Sanguin, where we 
could deal but to a {mall value. 

Whilft we lay here the Negroes of Boffoe and Bottewa came on board us with a 
canoe, laden with Malaget, for which. they defired only Annabaffes ; fo that I difs 
pofed of all I had to them in two days’ time. 

1 found no other difference of the Negroes of Sanguin, than that thefe were bigotted 
to a very pernicious opinion, that dextrous robbery is very lawful and expedient 
wherefore we are obliged to deal very cautioufly, for they readily buy whatever come 
modities they fee, but are fure never to pay for them. 

The land about Sanguin is eafily diftinguifhed by feveral. high trees, which thew 
themfelves eaftwards of it. 

‘About a mile ealt of Sanguin lies Boffoe, which may be, known by a plain fand- 
point, is environed with large and fall rocks. Here a Negro. came on board, whd 
called himfelf James, and pretended to be captain of Boffoe; he {poke a confufed fort” 
of language, being a mixed jargon of Enghth and Portuguefe. He feemed a: great 
lover of the female fex, which was the whole fubjeét with which he entertained:us. 
He told. us, unafked, that he had ten wives, and out of good hufbandry gracioufly 
now and then beftowed one of them on his fon Jooft, who was on board with him. 

When we reprefented to him the wickednefs of fuch an action, and told him, that 
no place in the world allowed it, he laughed aloud, and faid, “ That they were, then, 
fools to infift on fuch a trifle; and that, as his people were better informed, they 
ated accordingly.” ! ; 

We fent thefe heroes on fhore, and left Boffoe, in order to purfue our voyage. 

About three miles farther, is the village of Bottewa, fituate.on the thore; and, half 
a mile welt of it, a great rock appears in the fea; and about a mile below Bottewa, 
another rock, very like the former, difcovers itfelf ; a mile beyond which, the high 
land of. Bottewa appears, confifting of a multitude of high hills, - We traded .for-fome 
grain or Malaget, while we were failing, without fo much as anchoring ; for which 
reafon 1 had no opportunity of obferving the .country.and its inhabitants, though I 
believe they do not much differ from thofe of Boffoe. i 

‘A mile and a half beyond Bottewa, is the village Sino, which is diftinguifhable by.a 
great rock upon a fand-point, jutting a little into the fea ; behind that isa great-river, 
which, according to the report of the Negroes, extends: icfelf far in-land, and is not 
much lefs confiderable than Rio Seftre. I could not come at any farther information, 
for the Negroes {peak fuch a barbarous language that they are not to be underftoad 
witha: difticulty. The coaft extends itfelf here fouth-eaft and by eaft, and north-weft 
and by weft; the land is very even. at 
- We iailed from hence, and came the zoth of December to Seftre Grou. The land 
is here flat and low, the village is beautiful and large, and rather larger and. more ex- 

* tenfive than Elmina, Behind it the land is higher, and adérned with a good number of 
large, 
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large, though. leaflefs trees. There are two great rocks on the thore, qbout half a 
‘mil P dier teen each other, by all which marks this place is eafily known. . : 

The Negroes here feemed to be a good fort of people, honeft in their dealings, and 
much more regular than thofe who live higher up. Their language is utterly unintel- 
ligible ; wherefore it is impoffible to learn any thing of their manners and cuftoms. The 
cattle and fruits here are like thofe at other places, they being well furnifhed with both. 
The fithery and the fith are not at all different from thofe on the Gold Coatt. 

Having finifhed. our trading affairs here, we. failed on to the village Wappo, about 
three miles diftant from Seftre Crou. : The. marks of: this place are feveral high ftrag- 
gling trees, which appear upon a high hill beyond the hore; the tops of thefe trees 
appear very red at a diftance. Before Wappo a very large rock difcovers itfelf, which 
feems feparated from the fhore, though really on it. As we failed by the land, it ap- 
peared but faintly, if at all. The coaft ftretches eaft-fouth-eaft, and weft-fouth-welt ; 
all, or at leaft as far as we could fee of it, flat land, to about three miles weft of 
Cabo das Palmas, where a point of land juts into the fea, which, at a diftance, looks 
like a dolphin, and hath a large village on it, and four trees in the midft of it, which 
we took to be cocoas. 

We made our ufual fign to invite the Negroes on board us, but none coming, we 
did our beft to double the mentioned cape, which fometimes proves difficult enough, 
if we are too near the fhore. We paffed it notwithftanding, in the night, the 25th of 
December, and not obferving any villages or Negroes next day, we purfued our courfe 
to Druwin. The coaft from cape Palm to Druwin bears eaft and by north, and weit 
and by fouth, about twenty-fix miles, all high and flat land. 

On the 26th ditto, in the evening, and next day, fome Negroes, in three canoes 
laden with elephants’ teeth, came on board us, and after giving them their Dasje, or 
prefent, I dealt with them for the ivory at the deareft rate. 

I never yet faw more covetous men, or greater favages. . They begged every thing 
they faw ;. and if we deny them, or fpeak warmly to them, as to other Negroes, . they 
immediately leap over-board and make to land ; fo that we can fcarcely trade with thefe 
people, otherwife than to confiderable lofs. 

Their teeth, with which they eat human flefh, when they can come at it, were as 

. fharp as awls; wherefore I fhould not advife any to fet foot on land here, who is not 
fond of being buried in their bellies. 
- The land-marks here are very plain, and render this country eafily diftinguifhable, 
partly by -its height and lofty trees, but principally by reafon of three or fas large 
villages which there difcover themfelves, each of which is fituate about half a mile 
from the other. Behind the laft village appears a high point to the eaft, where the 
land begins to grow into a promontory, in which is the large river of St. Andrew, 
which difcharges itfelf into the fea, and takes its courfe, according to the Negroes, welt- 
wards, and is fo wide and deep, that it is navigable with barks, with which we might 
come in and trade, if we were but affured the natives would not moleft us, which no 
perfon is able to give us a fatisfaCtory affurance of, fince here the inhabitants are the 
greateft brutes on the whole Coaft ; and whoever trades here, ought to keep fpies aloft 
to prevent his being furprized by them. : 

Thefe barbarians are poffeffed of a country which affords them an envied plenty of 
all manner of provifion; for Milhio, Jammes, Paquovens, Bananas, and in fhort, 
whatever the Gold Coaft produces, is here very plenty; and they have befides great 
abundance of kine, fheep, poultry, &c. as alfo wild beafts, and, indeed, want nothing 
neceffary to the fupport of, life; all which we may juftly grudge them, becaufe out of 
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pure croffnefs they will not fell any, except the worft part of them, which they do not 
like themfelves, and that at a very dear rate. 

We find even in. this age feveral who doubt, whether there are any wild men in the 
world fo far degenerated from human nature as to kill and eat their own fpecies; for 
they fay, “If there were any fuch, they would not be diftinguifhed from brutes by 
any thing but their fpeech, which feems to clafh with the divine goodnefs, which 
endowed man only with a rational foul, that he might know what was neceflary for 
him :” befides which, they take it for granted, that no man can properly be called 
wild, but fuch a one as like the beafts, feparated from all fociety, paffeth his life in 
woods and wildernefles, without any regard to divine or human laws ; and that fince 
none of thefe men were ever obferved from the beginning of the world, they venture 
to conclude, that there never was, nor never will be any fuch. But this argument 
feems very weak ; for experience hath long fince convinced us, that there are men- 
eaters in the world. Antiquity hath left us accounts of it; and it is from time to time 
confirmed by a crowd of authors. Our North Holland preacher hath clearly proved 
it; and though he is not always in the right, yet what he faith of the Brazilians and 
other neighbouring nations, is undoubted truth. But what need I to apply to other 
witnefles, whilft you yourfelf have experienced the truth of it in thofe in-land Negroes 
which come from the country beyond Ardra, who imagine that we buy them and 
carry them off only in order to eat them; which jealoufy would not probably enter 
their thoughts, if they did not certainly know that there were man-eaters in the world: 
and as to what they farther fay concerning wild-men, I will readily own, that there 
are no fuch wild-men as they defcribe in the world, if they will but allow on the other 
fide, that fome men differ from the other fo much, that fome may be comparatively 
called wild, or brutes, which doth not proceed from this, that they as well as we are 
not endowed with a rational foul ; but from their reafonable fouls being degenerated 
by barbarous ufages, and for want of converfation with civilized nations. Nor are ex- 
amples wanting of men, who by accidents which happened in their youth, have been 
obliged to continue feveral years in the woods, which in procefs of time rendered them 
fo wild, that they afterwards became afraid of and fled from all men, But enough of 
this, let every one believe what he pleafes. . 

On the 2th we left this progeny of Cham, and fteered fouth-eaft and by fouth; i. & 
after failing a mile and a half we came to the Sixteen Red Cliffs, which take up in all 
about three miles in length, and in clear weather are vifible fix or feven miles out at 
fea. I found here neither Negroes nor villages. The Coaft bears as above ; and from 
Druwyn to Cape Lahoe is about twenty-feven miles. 

On the 30th ditto, we anchored before Cape Lahoe. The land declines here, and is 
very low on the fea-fide. ‘The village is very large, and feems to ftretch about a mile 
along the fhore. Betwixt the houfes throughout the whole place are multitudes 
of cocoa-trees, as at Axim; and if this land were fo high as that, and had a fort built 
in the midft of the town, it would not be much unlike that in any thing befides the 
‘largenefs of the village. About three miles on land beyond the village, are feveral 
high hills; anda mile weft of Cape Lahoe isa large river, which runs to the river 
ot St. Andrew, and a great many miles into the in-land country, as alfo eaftwards, 
though not very far; for failing but a few miles eaftward, our courfe is ftopped 
by land. “ 

y The Negroes feem here affable and civil, and were very eafy to be dealt with, only 
they held their elephants’ teeth fomewhat dear at that time. But that was occafioned 
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by the great numbers of Englifh and Dutch interlopers, though moft of the firft, which 
had lately been here. : 

This place is as plentifully bleffed with provifions as Druwyn, with this difference 
only, that it is better and cheaper. I cannot fay much more concerning this place, 
only inform you, what the Negroes told me, that they were very populous, and were 
ruled by one chief captain or governor. 

Having done our bufinefs we weighed anchor, and purfued our voyage to Jaque 
Lahoe, about three miles farther, the Coaft bearing in the fame manner. We were 
informed by the Negroes, that they had no ftock of elephants’ teeth; wherefore we’ 
refolved to fail to the Bottomlefs Pit (fo called from an imagination that it really is fo ; 
but the contrary hath been experienced), about four miles farther. 

The land from below, or a little weftward of Cape Lahoe, to Jaque Lahoe, is dif- 
tinguifhed in the maps and charts by the name of the Quaqua Coafi ; but wherefore 
fo called I cannot determine, unlefs it be, that fome compire the fpeech of thefe 
Negroes to the noife of ducks, which I cannot confirm to you, becaufe I could not 
obferve fo remarkable a difference betwixt their language and that of other Negroes, as 
fhould make it found like Quoaking. The natives call their country Adouw, and 
themfelves Adouwfians; but we follow our chart and call them Quaquaans, 

You are probably acquainted with the expert {wimming and diving of thefe Negroes, 
which I have feveral times feen with furprize. Whenever they were on board, and 
J threw a {tring of coral, or any thing elfe into the fea, one of them would immediately 
dive after it, and though almoft got to the bottom, fetch it up again. This they feldom 
miffed of, and were fure of what they brought up as their reward. 

We pafled the night in the Bottomlefs Pit, and arrived in the morning at Affinee, 
which we guefs to be about feven miles below the mentioned Pit. ‘The Coaft here 
bears eaft by fouth. Here are no elephants’ teeth, but gold to be traded for; but we 
had no orders to deal in that commodity, wherefore we failed by Affinee. Notwith- 
ftanding which, fome Negroes in a canoe come on board me; I afked them, “ How 
they agreed with the French?’ they anfwered, “ ‘That all the Caboceroes of Affinee, 
together with their fubjects, were gone from thence, and had fettled a mile above the 
village; where they continued at prefent, without entertaining the leaft commerce or 
correfpondence with the French, who had only a bare lodge on the fhore, encompafled 
with palifadoes, and provided with five pieces of canon, and then guarded by eight 
men, who were well furnifhed with provifions, left there by the French thips, but were 
fometimes in great -want of water, which the Negroes always endeavoured by force to 
keep them from ;” fo that thefe Negroes were of opinion, that the French, unlefs they 
received fome affiftance from Europe, could not long fubfift there, but would be ob- 
liged to abandon the place upon the firft opportunity. 

Time will difcover what part of this relation deferves credit, though I believe that 
the French are not in fuch a wretched condition as they reprefented them. 

The Coaft from Affinee to Cape Apollonia bears eait-fouth-eaft ; the Coaft is in all 
parts furnifhed with great and {mall villages: but no Negroes came on board us; 
wherefore 1 cannot give you any account of this country or their inhabitants. 

The now mentioned Cape appears to be low plain ground ; behind it,are three high 
hills, which are its diftinguifhing marks ; without them it would not deferve the name 
of a Cape, than which it is nothing lefs, and would be failed by without ever being 
feen. Fron hence to Axim feems to be about feven miles, though others think it 
more. The land betwixt both places is very low, and adorned with thoufands of 
cocoa-trees. ‘he thore is extraordinarily broad, flat, and looks as if paved with bricks, 
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and is a fine road to travel on with coaches, or chaifes, asin Holland. At the end of 
this fhore is Rio Cobre, about half a league above Axim; but you yourfelf being better 
acquainted with this Coaft than I can pretend to, I fhall conclude this account of my 
voyage, with humbly defiring your kind acceptance of my relation, affuring you, that 
I have not failed to note every thing which was remarkable. Wherefore, after requeft- 


ing the continuance of your favours, I take the liberty to fubfcribe myfelf, 
Your obedient fervant, 


From on board the yacht Johanna Jacoba, Joun SNOEK. 


before Axim, Jan. the 2d, 1702. 
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CHAP. I. — Defign and Divifion of the Work. 


[ts furprifing enough, that though our veffels habitually frequent the coafts of 

Loango, Congo, and other kingdoms in Africa, and our merchants have ware- 
houfes there, yet we know abfolutely nothing of what paffes in the interior of thofe 
ftates, and what the people are who inhabit them. We land among them, give them 
European merchandize, take in flaves, and return. No one hitherto had penetrated 
into the country as an obferver; no one at leaft had remained there a fufficient time to 
make fuch obfervations as might be relied’on. We judge of thofe different people by 
the inhabitants along the coafts ; and becaufe thefe perfons, frequently impofed upon 
by Europeans, make no f{cruple of impofing on them in return, we accufe the whole 
nation of duplicity. They fell men, — we accufe them of inhumanity. Is there, then, 
fo much more humanity in buying them than in felling them? But we do not confider, 
that the men whom they fell are enemies taken in war, and whom in many cafes they 
might have a right to put to death.* We believe that the father fells his fon, and the 
prince his fubjects ; 4e only who has lived among them can know that it is. not even 
lawful for a mafter to fell his flave, ifhe be born in the country, unlefs he have incurred 
that penalty by certain crimes fpecified by law. 

But thefe are not the only imputations on thofe people ; it is pretended that they are 
as diffolute in their manners as they are perfidious and inhuman in the affairs of life ; 
and without hearing their anfwer to charges fo grave, we proceed to arraign them, and 
affume conjectures and hearfay, vague and partial relations, as the proofs and teltimonies. 
They are at once accufed, tried, and condemned. Perfons who have never confidered 
their country but from the top of the obfervatory, excommunicate them, with map in 
hand, and pronounce their regions to have fallen from all hope in the religion of 
the true God. In a fentence fo rigorous, founded on fo frivolous an accufation, 
ae to recognize an age in which the dictates of reafon and humanity alone are 
heard ? 

‘Thefe people have vices, — what people is exempt from vice? But were they even 
more wicked. and more vicious, they would be fo much the more entitled to the com- 
miferation and good offices of their fellow-men; and fhould the miffionary defpair of 
making them Chriftians, men ought ftill to endeavour to make them men. 


* Paris, 1776. fs 
This 
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‘This office, fo worthy of a true philofopher, was never difcharged by any but the 
Chriftian philofopher : fo true is it, that humanity as well as the other focial virtues, 
are more the offspring of the Chriftian religion than of the philofophy of the day. 
Miffionaries were they, who, notwithftanding prejudices fo unfavourable to the people 
of whom we fpeak, made no hefitation in leaving their country to eftablifh themfelves 
among them, with the intention, if not of making them perfeét, at leaft of improving 
them. In this hiftory we fhall hazard no conjecture: we fhall make no ftatement but 
upon irreproachable teftimony. As they knew not the language of the country on their 
arrival, they had leifure to be obfervers, before they could become mifhionaries. 

It is not to be expected that we fhould give a very extenfive hiftory of nations who, as. 
yet, have neither acquired the ufe of letters, nor employ any fubjtitute for them ; fo that 
the prefent work will be, not fo much a recital of what has paffed among them, as 
a portraiture of their a€tual condition. 

In this will be found the geographical fituation of the places and the temperature 
of the climate ; the nature of the foil and its moft common productions, vegetable and 
animal; the character of the people; their virtues and their vices; their alliances, 
their occupations, their government and laws, their commerce and their wars, their 
language and religion. 


CHAP, IL — Of the Situation of the Country, and the Temperature of the Air. 


THE people of whbm we treat inhabit the weitern coaft of Africa, from the equi- 
noétial line to the river of Zaira, the mouth of which is about fix degrees of latitude 
fouth. ‘ 

This extent of country is divided into feveral kingdoms, the moft remarkable of 
which is that of Loango : it commences at the village of Makanda : not at half'a degree 
from the equator, as fome travellers have ftated, but about 4° 5’ fouth latitude. It 
has twenty leagues of coaft, and terminates at the river of Louango-Louifa, the 
courfe of which is 5° 5' of the fame latitude. Bouali, the capital, commonly called 
Loango by the French, is fituated about 4° 49’. The kingdom of Kakongo* called by 
mariners Malimba, and that of N’ Goio which they denominate Cabiuda, are to the 
fouth of Loango. ‘To the north is found the kingdom of Iomba, called by mariners 
and geographers Maiomba, but erroneoufly fo, becaufe Ma-Iomba fignifies king of 
Jomba, as Ma-Loango fignifies ma of Loango. Eaftward of Loango are fituated the 
kingdoms of N’ Teka, and another kingdom of Jomba, which is fometimes confounded 
with the former. Beyond thefe kingdoms are others, unknown to us, and into which 
no Europeans have hitherto penetrated. 

As thefe different flates are fituated at ng confiderable diftance from the equinottial 
line, the days and nights are pretty nearly equal throughout the year; cold is never 
felt there. A naturalift in his cabinet would conclude that the heats muft be ex- 
ceflive ; but perfons on the fpot find them tolerable; and it is impoffible to. avoid re- 
cognizing and admiring that Providence which has anticipated every thing, and which 
tempers and governs the great whole with wonderful economy. The year in thefe 
climates is divided into two feafons of nearly equal duration, The moft agreeable and 


- * Some geographers call this kingdom Caconda. Malimbo is the port of Kakongo, as Cabiuda is of 
N' Goio. “Phus, to call thefe kingdoms Malimbo and Cabiuda would be the fame thing as if the Englith 
were to call France the kingdom of Calais, becaufe their veffels touch at the port of that town, 
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healthy commences in the month of April, and terminates in O&ober. During this time 
no rain falls; but in the night there are dews fufficiently abundant to promote the 
vegetation of plants. The fun, during fix months of drought, would heat the earth to 
excefg, were it not that the tky is moft generally covered with vapours which intercept 
its rays and moderate the heats. he dry feafon is not the hotteft ; the fummer is 
reckoned from the month cf Oétober to April. The heats in this petiod are exceflive, 
and would be unfupportuble, efpecially to Europeans, if there were nothing to mitigate 
their violence ; but they are accompanied with abundant and almoft continual rains, which 
refrefh the atmofphere ; they are all ftormy rains, and few days pafs in which thunder 
is not heard. 

‘Thefe rains form marfhes in many places, the exhalations of which corrupt the purity 
of the air. The natives of the country fuffer not the fmalleft inconvenience from them 5 
but Europeans, who are not inured to the climate, ought to remove as far as poflible 
from thofe marfhy tra€ts. The kingdom of Kakongo, for this reafon, is much more 
wholefome than that of Loango, becaufe not only the rains are lefs frequent, but the 
face of the country is fo difpofed, as to favour their efflux. 


CHAP, Ill. — Of the Soil, the Waters, and the Forefts. 


THE land is in general light, and rather fandy ; more fit for the growth of maize 
and millet, than for any of the kinds of grain which we cultivate in Europe. _ It is alfo 
very fertile ;_grafs grows on it naturally to the height of eight or ten feet;. but the 
Negroes know not how to hufband and improve fuch good means: they merely work 
the furface with a fort of fpade or hoe, and.this in the rainy feafon. This flight culture, 
however, is fufficient to make the land yield an hundred fold, and often much more, 
of whatever grain or plants may be beftowed on it. A fingle grain of maize produces 
as much as eight hundred, and commonly does not yield fewer than fix hundred. 

In the country are feen many mountains, and fome very high ones. They contain 
neither {tones nor flints, but confift merely of an accumulation of the fame earth which 
covers the plains, 5 

Notwithitanding fix months of continual rain, there are vaft plains uncultivated and 
lying waite for want of water. ‘To whatever depth they dig, neither tuffa nor ftone is 
found. It is a ftratum of compaé argil, which confines the water to the interior of 
the earth: it is interrupted in certain places, whence it occurs that the waters fubfiding 
gradually undermine the furface, and often excavate large and deep abyffes which open 
inftantaneoufly during the fall of the rains. The inhabitants of the country flee as far 
as poflible from the vicinity of thefe moving grounds, which are left uncultivated. 

‘The Negroes know not the ufe of wells, nor do they even dig any: it is from the 
lakes, fountains, and rivers, that they procure the waters they want, and fometimes 
they have to fetch it from a great diftance. 

‘The ftreams and rivers which water the country, flow, for the moft part, through deep 
valleys, and are fhaded by thick forefts, which keep the waters cool and freth. The river 
Zaira, which forms the fouthern boundary of the kingdoms of N’ Goio and Kakongo, 
flows with equal abundance and rapidity after the months of drought, and at the end 
of the rainy feafon, It has been obferved, that fuch was the cafe with the little rivers, 
and even the {malleft rivulets; they are never dried up ; nor is there even any percep- 
tible diminution of their waters during the drought. Might it not be faid, in explana- 


_tion of this phenomenon, that the water of the rains with which the earth is impreg- 
nated 
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nated for fix months in the year, difcharges itfelf only by degrees, and during a fimila, 
{pace of time, into the rivers; and the refervoirs which conftitute their fources. 

Forefts of perpetual verdure cover a great extent of the country. All the Negroes 
have the right of hunting there, and may cut as much wood as they think proper: but 
they content themfelves with colleCting the dead wood, which ferves them for ‘firing. 
Some of the forefts are fo thick, that the hunters cannot penetrate them, except by 
gaps and avenues which the wild beafts make, in order to get to the plains to feed 
during the night, and quench their thirft in the rivers. 


CHAP. IV. — Of the Plants, efculent Vegetables, Pulfe, and the Fruits of the Earth, 


THE people of thefe countries, naturally little inclined to labour, attach themfelves 
particularly to the cultivation of thofe plants which produce moft with leaft trouble; 
fuch is the manioc. Its ftalk is a fpecies of fhrub of tender and juicy wood, which 
bears leaves much refembling thofe of the wild vine. A ftalk of manioc produces 
every year ten or twelve roots, fifteen or twenty inches long and four or five in diame- 
ter. ‘lhe manioc might be raifed from feed, but as it fhoots from the end, they cut 
the ftalk into fmall pieces, which they fix in the earth during the rainy feafon, and 
which bring forth the fame year. In order that the fame Ttalk may produce, for feveral ‘ 
years in fucceflion, nothing is required but to leave in the ground, at the gathering, 
fome of the {maller roots. 

The manioc is the bread of the people, and a conftant food which the poor have 
always in plenty; hence no beggars are to be feen in the country. If, however, the rain 
were not to fall at the ufual feafon, which, as they aflure us, is fometimes the cafe, 
there would enfue a moft cruel famine; for thefe people preferve no provifions from 
year to year, nor have they any means of procuring fupplies from abroad. . 

‘They prepare the root of the manioc in feveral ways: after having let it ferment in 
water tor fome days, they cut it, lengthwife, into flips, which they parch; otherwife 
they make a fort of compoft of it. For this purpofe, the Negroes have earthen veffels 
with two bottoms; they put the manioc upon the upper-one, which is perforated like 
a cullender; the lower bottom is full of water: they clofe the veffel hermetically, and 
place it on the fire: the evaporation of the boiling water cooks the manioc, which 
would be infipid if it were not done in water. ‘ 

There is a fpecies of acid manioc, which is never eaten till after the juice has been 
exprefled, and the juice is a poifon. It has been obferved, that the copper veffels in 
which they prepared this manioc, did not take the verdegris even for feveral days after 
they had been ufed for this purpofe. ‘The leaf of the manioc alfo*is eaten, after the 
manner of fpinage. Befides the manioc, there is nothing which the Negroes cultivate 
with more care than the Pinda, which we call Piftachio: it is a fpecies of long nut, 
which inclofes two almonds under a very flender film. This fruit is fown in furrows: 
it puts forth a ftalk which at firft refembles that of the trefoil; but afterwards filaments 
fhoot from it, which, after creeping fome diitance on the furface of the ground, pene- 
trate into it by the fummit. ‘The fiaik then fhoots out a {mall yellow flower, which does 
not frudtify: it is at the end of the filaments which- have entered the earth that’ the 
fruit is found in great quantities. It is very good to the tafte, but is indigeftible; they 
have it broiled before they eat jt. ‘They aifo bruife it in order to make a pafte, which 
ferves as a feafoning for their ragouts. They exprefs from it a tolerably delicate dg 
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‘There is found in this country a potatoe entirely fimilar to thofe which are cultivated 
in our own North American colonies. The Africans dall it Bald-n’-poutou, a root 
of Europe; doubtlefs becaufe the Portuguefe muft have brought it to them from 
Aanterica. It is of better quality and more faccharine than our European potatoes. 
The ftalk, cut to bits and ftuck in the earth, reproduces the {pecies. 

‘The Ignam is ashick fhapelefs root covered with knots, which inclofe as many germs. 
In order to reproduce it, they cut it into fmall pieces which’ they rub upon the athes, 
and leave them expofed to the heat of the fun; they then put them in the earth : each 
piéce produces a long ftalk which they fupport with a prop. ‘The root of the Ignam is 
more pleafant to the palate than that of the manioc, but the Negroes neglect the culture 
of it becaufe it produces little. 

In the rainy feafon they plant four or five forts of fmall beans fimilar to our haricots. 
There are feveral fpecies of them, of which they can gather three crops in lefs than 
fix months, They have alfo an earth pea, the ftalk of which refembles that of our 
wild {trawberry plant; it trails along the ground like that of the Pinda, and it enters 
by filaments, at the ends of which the peas are found ; they are agreeable to the tafte, 
but indigeftible in European ftomachs, 

The melons, pompions, and cucumbers demand fcarcely any care. The fpinage 
and forrel grow in the fields without culture. Near the villages and along the roads 
is fouhd purflain quite like ours, Dogs’-grafs is not more uncommon there than with 
us, and the Negroes alfo ufe its root for making ptifan when they are fick. 

Our Palma Chrifti is very common or the plains. ‘Tobacco feems to be one of the 
natural productions of the country; the Negroes caft the feed of it at random into 
their court-yards and gardens, where it fructifies without tillage. Some perfons, in 
imitation of the Europeans, take the tobacco as fnuff, but all of them fmoke; and the 
men and women have their pipes of potter’s earth. 

Cabbages, radifhes, and the greater part of our European table-vegetables accom- 
modate themfelves perfecly well to the foil; chicory alfo grows here as fine as in 
France. 

In many provinces they cultivate maize or Turkey-wheat. It grows fo readily that 
in the {pace of fix or feven menths they gather fix or feven crops from the fame land. 
As the inhabitants of the country know not the ufe of mills, they pound the grains of 
maize in a wooden mortar and reduce it to meal, which they make into a pafte and bake 
it under the cinders. - Sometimes they parch their grains much in the fame way as 
we roa{t our coffee,-and eat it without any other preparation. 

In the kingdom of Kakongo there is a fpecies of millet, the ftalk of which grows as 
thick as a man’s arm; it bears ears which weigh as much as two and even three 
pounds. This plant is indigenous; they find it the midft of the defart plains, but 
few people beitow any particular culture upon it. 


CHAP. V.— Of the Trees and Shrubs. 


THE palm-tree, of all fruit-trees, is that which the Negroes account the moft ufe- 
ful: it grows to a height of forty or fifty feet, on a trunk of from fifteen to eighteen 
inches diameter. It fends out no branches, but merely a tuft of leaves with the {pread 
of a fan at its top. Thefe leaves, before they expand, form a large white lettuce, 
extremely tender and of a faccharine and vinous tafte. Tie palm-tree produces its 
fruitin bunches, each grain of which is of the fize of a nut, and is called the palm-nut ; 

the 
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the fkin (or. thell):is yellowith. This nut is eatable ; but they generally boil it in water 
or roaft it on the coal, then they bruife it, and exprefs from it an oil which ferves to 
feafon their ragouts, or to anoint their bodies. Each nut bears a kernel, which is very 
hard, and enclofes an almond, the tafte of which the negroes deem excellent. ’ 

They alfo draw from the palm-tree a iquor which the Europeans call palm-wine. 
In order to do this they make a flight incifion in that part of the tree where the fruit 
begins to form a {mall tumour before it blows ; they ftick into the incifion a leaf folded 
in the form of a gutter, to ferve as a vehicle for the liquor, which is received in a cala- 
bafh, attached over night to the palm-tree ; it is commonly found full the next morning. 
This liquor forms the common beverage of the rich ; it has the tafte of our wine when 
brought freth out of the wine-prefs ; it is peCtoral and refrefhing : they fay, that it intoxi- 
cates when it is taken to excefs ; it acidulatesin a few days. The natives of the country 
do not prefer any liquor to the palm-wine except the brandy, which is brought to them 
trom Europe. es 

The cocoa-tree differs from the palm-tree only by its fruit ; it alfo produces grapes 5 
but the grains are of the fize of a {mall melon, This fruit is clothed with a very hard: 
thell, fufficiently folid to admit of beads being cut out of the entire fubftance. The 
milky juice which iffues in abundance from the opening of the cocoa is a {weet beverage, 
and at the fame time very agreeable and nourifhing, while the folid fubftance cut from 
its fhe]! conftitutes a good and tclerably wholefome food. It appears that the cocoa-tree 
is not indigenous, and that it was tranfported from America to Africa by the Euro. 
peans, becaufe the cocoa is called Langa n’ poutou, nut of Europe 

The banana is more common than the cocoa-tree; it is rather a plant than a tree, 
growing however to the height of twelve or fifteen feet on a trunk of eight or tefi inches 
diameter ; the fruit puts forth from the middle of this trunk in the form of a clutter of 
grapes, which we call régime. Each clufter bears from a hundred to two hundred 
bananas, and the banana is about eight or ten inches in length by about one inch in dia- 
meter ; fo that a good clufter is a man’s burthen. A banana bears only one of them, 
and it dies as foon as the fruit is gathered ; hence it is the cuftom to cut down the tree 
for the fake of its produce; but, for one foot which they cut there fpring up feveral 
others. The trunk of the banana is invefted with feveral layers of a {pecies of tough 
rind, of which the young negroes make cords : its leaves are feven or eight feet long 
by eighteen or twenty inches broad; they are almoft as firm in confiftency as our parch- 
ment ; they fold and unfold in a thoufand ways without cracking ; they may be made into 
parafols, and are generally ufed for covering pots and great veffels. 

The banana is the bread of the rich as the manioc is that of the poor. It would not 
however be difficult fo to multiply the banana as to make it yield an adequate quantity 
for the fubfiftence of the common people. A plain of bananas is never exhaufted ; and 
it requires tillage only the firft year. 

‘The banana fig-tree does not differ from the banana except by its fruits; they alfo 
grow in clufters or bunches, but they are not fo long by half, and they have neither 
the fame tafte nor the fame properties. The banana is a {pecies of bread * : the banana 


* The Editor ef the Bithop of Tabraca’s Memoirs on the Hiftory of the Kingdom of Siam confounds the 
banana with the fig banana. I know not whether it be to the memoirs of the prelate or to the overfight of 
the editor that this error is to be attributed ; an error certainly not injurious either to religion or to fociety. 
But with regard to thofe indecent allufions and the odious parallel which the author draws on the occafioa 
between the fuperilitioua obfervances of the Siamefe and the practices authorized or prefcribed by our holy 
religion, itis to be concluded that He has confulted the repertory of the modern phi‘ofophy rather than the 
memoirs of the venerable miflionary prelate, who, after having preached and teftified to the faith among idola- 
trous nations, has juft gone once more acrofs the feas with an infirm body weighed down with the load of 
fixty years, in the hope of fill fnatching fome more victims from hell, 
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fig isa delicate fruit. ‘The fubftance of the banana is hard and farinaceous ; that of the 
banana fig is foft and pulpy. 

‘The lolo-tree is a tree which grows to the height of twenty-five or thirty feet on a , 
proportional trunk. They do not give themfelves the trouble of planting it ; the pippins 
of its fruits caft by chance reproduce it in great quantities around the villages. If its 
‘root alone be injured it withers and dies. Its fruit, which the negroes call lolo, and: we 
papaye, has an agreeable and faccharine tafte; it pretty much refembles in colour and 
fize our green melons ; but it has not a fimilar tafte ; and it enclofes a greater quantity. of 
pippins. The Jolo is of the number of thofe fruits which belong to the firft paffenger 
who thinks proper to gather them. The miffionaries ufed to make a pretty good 
foup of it. 

Thé orange and citron trees grow very fine in thefe climates, and produce excellent 
fruits, but the culture of them is entirely neglected ; and there is but a very fmall number 
of them to be feenin and about the villages. 

The cazou isa fruit of the fize ofa melon, which holds fifteen or twenty red oblong 
nuts, nearly of the fize and form of apigeon’s egg ;_ their fubftanceis farinaceous and 
very nourifhing. The negroes never negleét to carry fome with them when they goa 
journey ; a moderate quantity of thefe nuts will ferve for their fubfiftence during a whole 
day. ‘Apparently they are a {pecies of the cacao, but the beholder is not within reach 
to verify this conjecture by infpedting the ftalk. 

The tonga is an oblong fruit of the fize of an egg, which enclofes a quantity of pip- 
pins of the fize of alentil. From fifty to ahundred grow upon one {talk two or.three 
feet high. ‘The camba differs only from the tonga by being flat inftead of round. The 
fruit grows in Provence ; itis there called berengenne. - 

‘There is found in the kingdom of Kakongo a tree about ten feet high, which in 
the feafon of drought bears peas little different from ours in the pod, grain, or even in 
the tafte. 

The tomata is a {mall fruit of the fize and colour of a cherry; the negroes ule it 
as an ingredient in their ragouts as we ufe onions in ours, but it is from motives of 
economy and for the fake of filling up rather than of feafoning ; this fruit, abfolutely 
infipid of itfelf, imbibes the tafte of the fauce without communicating any to it whatever ; 
it grows on a fhrub. 

‘The pimento is another fhrub, which grows to the height of four or five feet 3 its 
leaves, pretty much refembling thofe of the pomegranate, are of the fineft green. Its 
fruit is a grain very like that of barley in fhape, but thicker and of a dazzling red. This 
fhrub charms the fight when it is coveréd with fruit; the fruit is the pepper of the 
country ; the negroes put a great deal of it in moft of their fauces; but it is fo violent 
that it burns the tongue and palate of the Europeans to fucha degree as to make the 
fkin peel off. 

There are found in many wet and marfhy places fugar canes of the fame fpecies with 
thofe of St. Domingo, but the negroes have no idea of cultivating them; they fuck the 
pith of thofe which they find, and fome individuals make a trade of colleéting them to 
carry to market. . 

On the plains are feen bafilics which differ from ours by the height of their ftalk, 
which may be about eight feet. 

The cotton-tree is a fhrub of the height of five or fix-feet ; it bears a fort of large green 
fruits, which are clad with a down of about a line in thicknefs; this down is the cotton. 
‘When the fruit is ripe it opes and difplays feveral rows of pippins, the remainder is good 
for nothing. The negroes fuffer the cotton alfo to perifh, although it would not prove 
inferior in point of quality to that of America. 
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No vine has been feen in the country; but there are fome in feveral provinces 
beyond the Zaira, and they thrive there very well. The foil of Loangd, Cacongo, and 
other circumjacent kingdoms perhaps would not be lefs favourable to it; but the 

* women; who alone take charge of the culture of the earth, and who are already weighed 
with labour, do not care to augment their tafk by planting the vine, the juice of 
which, moreover, would not be for them but for their hufbands. 

The fruit trees frequently bear fruits and flowers at the fame time, and in all 
feafons; the greater part refume their budding in arid foils and even in the greatelt 
drought. 

The trees of the forefts are covered with leaves at all feafons; the old ones fall only 
to give place to the new ones; fome produce fruits fit for eating, others are perennially 
covered with fterile flowers, which {catter around, to a great diftance, the moft agreeable 
odour. ‘There occurs in the kingdom of Jomba, which is to the north of Loango, a 
foreft of red dye-wood. Among an infinite variety of trees of different kinds there is not 
to be found a fingle one refembling thofe we have in Europe. There are fome of fuch 
prodigious girth that at a diftance the beholder would take them for towers rather than 
for trees. ‘The negroes fell thofe only of middling fize 5 they hollow them into canoes 
ofa fingle piece, which we call pyrogues, with which they go a fifhing to fea and on 
the rivers. ; 

Some of thefe trees are tender and fpungy; they would refift the hatchet like the bark 
of the cork-tree ; but they might eafily be cut with a well-whet fabre; others are ofa 
very hard wood. There are fome to be found which, at the end_of a few months after 
they have been felled, harden fo much that they make anvils of them for forging red 
hot iron; it wouldbe an ufelefs attempt to drive a nail into the wood with a hammer. 
‘The greater part of thefe trees perifh by age and decay ; no one thinks of felling them, 
for no one would know what ufe to make of them. 


CHAP. VI. —Of the Animals. 


‘THE inhabitants of thefe countries, certain of always finding manioc in their garden, 
trouble themfelves very little about what they might procure wherewith to make good 
cheer. They prefer to found their hopes for the Kitchen 6n the fortune of hunting or 
fithing, for days of banquet and regaling, to giving themfelves’ the labour of rearing 
at their houfes, cattle which the officers of the king might at any inftant take away. 
They rear pigs, goats, and fheep. Their pigs are fmaller than ours ; their goats. yield 
no milk ; their fheep bear no fleeces of wool like thofe of European climates; in other 
refpeéts they quite refemble them. 

They have ducks which bear crefts, and are twice as large as ours ;_ but their fowls 
are very fmall ; they do not eat the eggs, becaufe, they fay, with a little patience, an 
egg becomes a chicken. According to the fame principle they fay that the Europeans 
ought to pay them as dear for a couple of eggs as for a couple of chickens ; they however 
make fome {mall abatement in the price, and if you bargain with them too much they 
an{wer coolly that they will wait until their eggs become chickens. It is in vain to object 
to them on the fcore of what thefe chickens will coft them before they are good to eat, 
becaufe they do not fatten them; the mother takes them away with her into the plain, 
where they live with her at large like other birds. Thofe who fay that for the value of fix 
fous thirty fowls may be had in the kingdom of Loango, are as grofsly miftaken as when 


they pretend that fowls are fold at a piftole a-piece in the kingdom of Congo; but I 
: cane alae doubt 
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doubt not that they deceive any body ; there is no reader credulous enough to rely on 
the teftimony ofan hiftorian, when he tells him that thirty fowls which fell for a hundred 
crowns in one kingdom are fold for fix fous in the neighbouring kingdom. 

Dogs and cats are to be’ found in this country. ‘The cats have a longer muzzle than” 
ours 5 the dogs do notbark. A miffionary faw on the confines of Loango a bay horfe 
which was bounding over the plain ; he was of good height, and very handfome ; he fuf- 
fered himfelf to be approached very clofely. At the moment when the miffionary was 
regarding him, the minifter for foreign affairs was coming by; he ftopt and told the 
miffionary that he knew that the horfe would be very nfefal to him in the journey he 
propofed to takethrough thecountry ; that if he liked he might make a good bargain 
of him, The miffionary agreed to it, oncondition that he fhould deliver it to him ; 
but the difficulty of getting to put the bridle on him terminated the bufinefs. The 
tradition is, that the king of England formerly fent two horfes, amale and a female, to 
the king of Loango; that this prince, after having examined them, ordered them to be fet 
at liberty ; that from that time they had wandered over the plains and forefts, where 
they bred young ones; that the horfe, which was fometimes feen near Loango, was the 
laft of his fpecies, the others being dead of old age, or having been worried by the tygers. 
. The plains feed a number of animals of all kinds ; quadrupeds, birds, and infeéts. No 
hares or rabbits have ever been feen there ; but there are two or three forts of partridges 
to be found ; fome of them have plumage of the brighteft red; thofe of every kind are 
as big as our hens. The quails and larks have nothing which diftinguifhes them from 
thofe of Europe. Only one kind of pigeon has ever been feen there ; its plumage is 
green, but its claws, beak, and eyes, are of a fine red. There is a certain bird of the fize 
and pretty nearly the form of a turkey, but has alarger head, and bears, inftead of a 
creft, a pierced horn like a horn at trictrac. A»negro came one day to the miffionaries 
to offer them for fale an aquatic bird, which was much larger than. the largeft that we fee: 
in France ; he had his load of it; but hearing them anfwer that they would not buy it, 
he did not leave them much time to examine it ; they only faw that it had a neck as long 
as an arm, and that it was as big as a fheep. The eagles are like thofe which are fhown 
in our fairs. The crow differs in no refpe@ from ours. here is a variety of other 
birds of prey. At the feafon when the negroes fet fire to the grafs on the plains they 
are feen to fly over the flames, If they perceive any animal which has fuffered itfelf to 
be overtaken by the fire, they pounce on him with impetuofity, and carry him away 
half roafted, without getting their wings at all damaged by the blaze. There are 
many nocturnal-birds. The owl is as big as a turkey. The cuckoo is called coucou ; it is 
a little bigger than ours, and refemblesitin plumage, but fings differently: ‘The male 
begins to chant coo, coo, coo, mounting one note above another with as much precifion 
as a mufician would found his ut, re, mi. When he has got to the third note the female 
takes it up, and afcends with it to the o€tave; and they always recommence the 
fame fong. The fwallow is the fame with that which we fee in Europe, but its flightis 
more uniform. 

The fparrows breed numeroufly; they fly in flocks like ours; they chirp in the 
fame way; they are a little fmaller, their plumage is finer and fofter, and it fhines like fatin. 

The grafshopper is of the fize of a {mall bird. It has a piercing and importunate 
cry 5 it makes a great noife in the air; you would think by the beating of its wings 
that a bird of prey was hovering around. Another infe&, of the fize of a May-bug, is 
of the greateft utility in fo hot a climate; it is the feavenger and duftman of the whole 
country. It labours with indefatigable affiduity to colle& all the filth that might 
infeft the air, and makes-{mall balls of it, which it hides very deep in holes oe it 
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has dug in the earth. It breeds in fufficient numbers to keep the towns and villages 
clean. . : 

The fhining or fire-fly flies by night, and bears a pretty ftrong light. It might be 
taken ina dark night for one of thofe exhalations which we call falling ftars. The mif- 
fionaries have examined fome which came to reft on their huts; they remarked their 
bodies were of the fize of our glow-worms, and that near the wings they did not differ 
greatly from them in fhape ; which inclined them to judge that thefe infeds might bea 
variety of the fame fpecies. 

The grals of the plains ferves as a retreat to an infinite number of rats of different 
kinds ; the largeft of which are of the fize of our cats. Here are alfo frogs and toads 
larger than ours; anda fnail of the fize of one’s arm. 

‘The woods are filled with all kinds of animals. The elephants of the country differ 
only from thofe which have been defcribed to us by being in general {maller. “ Their 
largeft tufks weigh only from fifty to fixty pounds. The negroes do not dread them, 
and they never hunt them. The tufks they fell to the Europeans are thofe which they 
have found in the. woods. ‘The ivory of Loango is in great repute for its finenefs 
and whitenefs. 

- The miffionaries have obferved in paffing along a foreft, the track of an animal which 
they have never feen; but it muft be monitrous, the prints of its claws are feen on the 
earth, and formed animpreffion on it of about three feet in circumference. In obferving 
the pofture and difpofition of the footfteps, they concluded that it did not run in this part 
of its way, apd that it carried its claws at the diftance of feven or eight feet one from 
the other. 

The lion refembles thofe of middling fize which are feen in Europe. 

The tyger is much more dreaded im thefe countries than the lion; there are two 
fpecies of them, without reckoning the tyger cat, which eats field mice, the young of 
birds, and fometimes fowls and ducks. The tygers of the firft {pecies are called tygers 
of the woods, the others grais-tygers, from the place where they are accuftomed to 
prowl for food. The grals-tygers are of the fize of our great dogs; they hunt rats 
and other animals which lurk in the grafs, which the uncultivated lands produce ;_ they 
fometimes arproach the huts by night to carry away fowls and other domettic animals ; 
but they take to flight as foon as they perceive aman. The wood-tyger is much bigger 
and taller thanthe former. He makes prey on the ftrongeft animals, fuch as buffaloes 
and deer 3 he couches for then as they pafs, leaps on their croup, tears them with his 
claws and teeth and never leaves hold until he has made them fall -beneath him; when 
this carnivorous anima] is preffed by hunger, he comes out of the woods, and prowls by 
night round the villages, feeking to devour dogs, pigs, fheep, and goats. ; 

Near the place where the miffionaries are fettled, one of thefe tygers having fallied 
forth at.dufk from a neighbouring foreft, carried off a little child whem his mother 
was bringing from the fields on her back ; he then fled with precipitation to devour his 
prey in the foreft. It is not fafe to pafs alone through a wood, without being well 
armed, - The tyger has a keen fmell and piercing fight; he fcents a man from a great 
diftance; if he fees him alone and unarmed, he draws near to attack him; other- 
wife he fhuns the encounter. It is very rare that a hunter perceives him within 

un-fhot. 

E When a negro has killed one of thefe tygers, he walks about, as ifin triumph, among 
the villages, fupported and attended by his friends; he then carries the beaft to the - 
chief, who immediately pays him a reward propofed by the government, for him who 
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animal in a village the peafants are fure that he will not efcape them the following night ; 
-they tie the remains of his prey (if he has left any) to a ftake ; or they lay’a new bait for 
him ; they tie cords to it, which communicate with guns difpofed in fuch a manner 
that they muft neceffarily difcharge themfelves on the tyger, if he comes to bite at the 
bait ; he feldom fails to return ‘on the following night ; he falls by his own means. 
The difcharge of the guns is the fignal which bids the negroes.go and difpatch him, 
fhould he be ftill alive. : 

The buffalo is not reckoned among the domeftic animals as in China ; he is wild and 
ferocious: he wanders in the woods and defart plains, which he caufes to refound with 
his difagreeable lowings and roarings ; he is rather taller than our common oxen ; from 
which, in other refpects, he does not effentially differ. The buffalo does not flee before 
the hunter ;andif the latter miffes his aim, andhas not time to climb a tree, he is inftantly 
torn to pieces. When this animal cannot wreak his vengeance on him who has 
wounded him, herunsabout feeking a chance victim for his fury. Woe to the firft 
paffenger whom he perceives, man, woman or child ; it is all over with him! Of a fata. 
lity of this kind, the miffionaries were once witnefles. One of thefe buffaloes having 
fallied from the woods, turned on a woman who was bufied in cultivating her field ; 
he threw her on the ground, and never quitted her until the had expired in a moft 
tragical way. 

The wild-boars multiply flowly ; they feed on the roots of trees and tender wood ; 
ptt fmaller and lefs ferocious than thofe which feed on acorns in our European 

orefts. 

' The animal which the Negroes denominate a wild dog is a fpecies of wolf, which 
much refembles thofe we fee in France ; as he does not hold rule over the woods he 
is more modeft than ours ; a man never fears to encounter him. He does not bend his 
view'on the larger prey, thefe he leaves to the. lion and the tyger, who do not even 
{pare him when he falls under their paws ; for want of other food he fometimes brow/fes 
grafs, and eats roots like a goat. ; 

' The monkies feclude themfelves generally in the interior of the foreft; they feldom 
walk on the ground ; they are always feen perching on the higheft trees. This however 
does not hinder them, when purfued, from making a deal of way in a fhort time, leaping 
from branch to branch and from tree to tree. The negroes aim lefs at killing the 
monkies than at taking them alive, to fell to the Europeans. The way to take them 
is to ftrew at the foot of the trees, whither they are want to retire, fuch fruits as they 
mott relifh, under which the {nares are laid. The ape has always her young one at her 
fide; fhe carries it with her when fhe is purfued, and never abandons it but when fhe . 
is mortally wounded. . There are in the forefts of this country baboons four feet high; 
the negroes affirm that when they are hard. pufhed they come down from the trees 
with {ticks in their hands to defend themfelves againft thofe who are hunting them, 
and that very often they chafe their purfuers. ‘The miflionaries never witneffed this 
fingularity. 

‘The roebuck and deer are not rare in the forefts ; they differ in no way from thofe of 
Europe. The deer are fmaller than ours and have no horns; the privation of this attri- 
bute is of great advantage to them in the thick forefts, where they are continually liable 
to be hunted by carnivorous animals. . 

On the plains may be feen bounding along a ftag, whom the fmallnefs of his make 
renders an object of great curiofity. . He refembles at all points the flags of the country ; 
like them he wants horns, he has a forked foot, a fineand limber leg ; he is nearly as 
big as a hare, but flenderer ;_his fize is from twelve to fifteen inches. Although he runs 

very 
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very light, he is fometimes caught by hand. His moft ordinary retreat is among the 
long grafs of untilled lands, which are to him what the trees of the forelts are to the 
others. When the negroes perceive him they take up a great quantity of cover, and, 
clofing by degrees, hem in the ftag. When this little animal fees himfelf furrounded, 
he no longer thinks of efcaping, but {uffers himfelf to be taken; but he is unable to furvive 
the lofs of his liberty ; if he be not killed he foon dies of grief, or he kills himfelf againft 
the bars of the cage in which they have confined him; his fleth affords delicate eating. 

The forefts are filled much more than the plains with an infinity of birds of the 
prettieft plumage ; but richneis of colour is all they poflefs, one never Jecs enough of 
them ; one hears too much of them ; their fong is feeble and broken 3 even the night. 
ingale does nothing but warble; he is larger than ours. . 

Pheafants and guinea-hens are very common. Parrots and pa®roquets are not more 
rare : the negroes take them from their nefts to fell the Europeans. : 

They diftinguifh two kinds of turtle-dove ; there is one not larger than a thrufh 
which has afh-coloured plumage; the other is of the figure and fize of ours; fhe has. 
the fame plumage, and her wing is the fame. 

The negroes do not yet know the art of domefticating bees, and making them labour 
on their account, by procuring abodes for them. ‘The forefts are the ordinary retreat 
of this induftrious infeét. The hollow of a tree ferves him for a hive, and he there 
depofits his combs. The bees of Africa work like the bees of Europe; and from 
flowers entirely different extra€t the fame honey and the fame wax; without having 
their model communicated they copy it perfectly. On both hands there is the fame 
wifdom ini the preparations ; the famie regularity in the proportions, the fame activity. 
in the execution ; there is no difficulty in perceiving that they are inftru@ed by the fame 
mafter. The honey which they yield is very delicate ; the negroes make a regale of 
its they fuck the comb and throw away the wax. They do not itifle the bees to obtain 
their honey; they make fire under the tree whofé hollow ferves for their retreat. The 
fmoke makes them come out; the honey is then taken; the bees then re-enter the 
fame tree, or feck a dwelling elfewhere. 

Here are ants of feveral {pecies; there is one much larger than ours, fhe has 
equal forefight and application to labours; and it is in this country that one might 
more effectually than in any other fend men to his {chool, in the words of the Sage. 
Thefe infects in the time of drought eagerly gather food for their fubfiftence during the 
rainy feafon. In order to defend themfelves again{t ‘the inundations, they build, by 
dint of labour, {mall houfes of glazed earth (potters’ clay) which acquire almoft the 
folidity of fone. The negroes, on overturning them, make chafing difhes of them, 
which are much like our earthen chafing difhes, and they have no others. 

In the thickeft forefts, where the rays of the fun never penetrate, there are many fer. 
pents. ‘The moft common is that which they call the ferpent Boma, which is about fifteen 
feet long, and thick in proportion ; fometimes there are fome found of much larger fize, 
‘They told the miffionaries that fix months before their arrival in the country a little child 
had gone to the woods to take birds nefts (almoft the only occupation of children) ; his’ 
father finding that he tarried long, armed himfelf, as if for the chafe, with his fabre and | 
his gun to go and feek him ; on advancing into the foreft by the moft frequented road he 
perceived a ferpent of enormous fize ; not doubting that he was the murderer of his fon 
he attacked and killed him. Having opened the carcafe he found the child, enclofed in 
its belly as in a coffin; it was dead, but had received no wound. The negroes eat the | 
ferpents which they kill, and the flefh isnot bad. When the Europeans afk them why. 
they feed on thefe animals? they themfelves alk, why the Europeans do not feed on™ 
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them? and they add, that if there is an animal which they ought to eat, it is moft cer- 
tainly that which feeks to eat them. 

. The rivers breed fine fith in great quantities ; that which they fith from the ftream of 
the Zaire is very delicate. There are alfo fith-breeding lakes in this country ; there is one 
near the village of Kilonga, where the miffionaries formed their firft eftablifhment. It 
abounds in fith of feveral fpecies. Its carps are fimilar to thofe of our rivers in France, 
but more delicate. They fith up fine eels, which are much different from ours ; they 
have a flat and very thick head; their teeth are not edged ; and they much refemble in 
form and fize the grinders of aman. Some rivers breed {nakes, which are like {mall 
ferpents. 

The fea coats are frequented by regular profeffed fifhermen ; they take moft gene- 

rally a great quantity of ray and foles of different kinds. Although they embark only 
in perogues they fometimes take very large draughts and great fifh. Ihave had in my 
hands a jaw which mutt have belonged to a monftrous fith ; its teeth are twenty-four lines 
in circumference by twenty-nine in height ; they are fixed in fockets twenty-two lines in 
depth; they are pretty well-edged at the extremity. 
_ On the coafts of Loango there is a fpecies of mifchievous fifh, which often occcafions 
damage to European captains ; it has a head three times as large as that of an ox; it 
has a great paffion for ftaving barks and canoes ; it approaches the places where the 
veffels are at anchor ; it raifes its neck above the water ; and if it perceives a canoe it 
darts up to it with impetuofity ; ftaves it at the firft onfet with its head, and takes to 
flight ; itdifdains the perogues ; and never attacks them. 

‘he nets of the negroes are wrought much in the fame way as thofe of our fifhermen ; 
they make them ofa flax filament, which would not yield in ftrength to the beft hemp; 
and this they procure from the banana-tree and from the. bark of fome other trees, It is 
not their pra¢tice to falt their fith, in order to preferve it. They dry it in the fun ; if it 
be hot enough ; but more frequently they fmoke it. 


CHAP. VII. — Societies. . 


THE people of thefe countries, like ourfelves, inhabit towns and villages, and they 
prefent a moft ftriking image of the origin of fociety. They are not drawn together fo 
much by reciprocal wants as by ties of blood, which hinder them from feparating. The 
families do not difperfe, as with us, fo that in the fame town and even in the fame 
villege you difcern an infinite number of little hamlets, which are fo many families, each 
having its patriarch for a prefident. A family which finds itfelf too crowded and does 
not with to confound itfelf with the neighbouring one, may go and fettle on the firft 
piece of land which is not already occupied, and there found a hamlet ; it is the affair of 
a fingle day, in a country where the father of a family is able, with the help of his wife 
and children, to carry away at one journey his houfe and all his furniture, goods and 
chattels. The heads of famities are the firft judges of them. When any difpute has 
arifen among them, they confront the parties ; and after hearing the pleadings on both 
fides, they pronounce a fort of fentence in juridical form. <This domeftic tribunal is the 
model of the other fuperior tribunals. The laws do not allow a woman to appeal from - 
the fentence of her'hu{band, nor a fon from the judgment of his father ; indeed, they never 
think of doing fo ; but in the fequel we fhall fee that from the tribunal of the chief of 
ra ue there is a power of appeal to the governor of the province, and, laftly, to 

¢ king. 

The 
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The country is not equally peopled throughout; the towns and villages are moft 
frequent along the banks of the rivers, the ftreamiets, lakes and the fountains ; becaufe, 
doubtlefs, water being one of the moft effential neceflaries of life, they who have the 
choice of land give the preference to that which offers it naturally, and leave the care of 
digging wells to the laft comers. Thofe great and fuperb towns which are to be feen, 
all built along rivers, have had no other origin ; and if we could interrogate the firft 
founders of Paris, they would anfwer that in ere¢ting their huts on the fame‘fpots where 
we have fince conftruéled palaces, they, like the people in quefticn, thought of pro- 
curing a fupply of healthy water to quench their thirft and wafh their flocks ; and had not 
the {malleft idea of building a town, {till lefs of kindling its future fplendour by the eafe 
afforded it of extending its commerce. 

The towns are, properly fpeaking, only great villages ; they differ from them folely 
in containing a greater number of inhabitants. Grafs grows in them, as in the villages ; 
the ftreets are merely narrow path-ways. A great town isreally a labyrinth ; whence a 
{tranger could never get out if he had not the precauticn to take a guide with him. The 
citizens have nothing which diftinguifhes them from villagers; they are neither better 
clothed nor better lodged. ‘The female citizens of the capital go to work in the fields 
like the peafant girls of the fmalleft hamiet. 

The vatt foreft of which we have been {peaking would furnith the negroes with the 
means of lodging and fheltering themfelves very commodioufly, if they would only give 
themfelves the trouble ; they might even, for want of ftone, which\s nowhere to be found 
in this country, make ufe of bricks, which might be worked from almoft all the kinds 
of earth which the land contains. The woods would fupply them with. the fuel necef- 
fary for burning them; but they are in no humour to take fuch great pains for a 
dwelling. Their houfes, which we call huts, are fmall cabins made’ of rufhes or 
branches pretty fkilfully interwoven. he-covering correfponds to the ftruéture ; it - 
confifts merely of leaves ; they ufe in preference thofe of the palm-tree, which are of 
fufficient confiftency to refit for feveral years the rains and the viciffitudes of the 
weather. The door of the houfe is worked into one of the gable-ends, which they take 
care fhall not be expofed to the wind in the rainy quarter. ‘lhe people know not the 
ufe of windows. _ It is well known that we ourfelves, not long ago, had only very fmall 
ones, as many of our ancient caftles fufficiently evince. Even now in many of our pro- 
vinces old huts are found which admit the light only by a little door cut in the roof. 

Any perfon in want ofa houfe, goes to market with his wife and children. He buys 
that which fuitshim. Each one takes an article or piece according *o his ftrength, and 
they go to put it in order. To hinder it from being blown down by the wind they tie 
it to ttakes driven deep intothe ground. A houfe of this kind has nothing difagreeable 
in its appearance ; it is a fort of large bafket turned upfide down. ‘The rich and 

. knowing ones fometimes have their dwellings worked with a deal of art, and lined with 
mats of different colours, which are the ordinary tapeftry of the country. . 

‘They who tell us that the inhabitants of Loango make beams to their houfes of the 
palm-tree have no idea of fuch habitations ; and they know not that if they wifhed to 
ere edifices fimilar to ours they might find timber of every kind in their forefts, much 
preferable to the palm-wood for this ufe: ‘The king of Loango’s palace, as feveral 
authors defcribe it to us, bears lefs refemblance to the real abode of that prince than our 
palace of the Thuilleries bears to the convent of the Capuchins. They affign to this pre- 
tended palace the extent of one ordinary town, yet it is compofed only of five or fix huts, 
rather larger than thofe we have been fpeaking of ; while the towns, on the contrary, 
contain thoufands of them. 

VOL, xVI. Ac CHAP. 
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CHAP. Vill. —Tée Charalter of the People. Their Vices and Virtues. 


THE author of the Genera] Hifory of Voyages expatiates greatly on the manners of theft 
people, and alfo on their cuftoms and ufages. In his colletion he has inferted different 
relations of what paffes among them ; but after having perufed them one might be led 
to afk if thofe who compofed them had ever been in the country ? It is from this common 
fource that feveral writers of our days have drawn the errors which they have publifhed 
refpeGing the inhabitants of this country, and they have given us, doubtlefs uninten~ 
tionally, Imaginary portraits for indubitable fats. The more judicious among them, 
itis true, fhocked at the manifeft contradictions which they meet in each page of thefe 
relations, fave contented themfelves with extra€ting what appeared to them the moft 
probable ; but even the little they have extracted is too much for any one who wants 
nothing but truth, and is fufficient to demonftrate to any one who has lived among thofe 
people, that they have not been painted to the life. 

No one can thoroughly know the genius of the people without ftudying it, and fuch a 
ftudy is not the work of a few days. A traveller, fuppofing one in good earneft, who travels 
with his journal in his hand through an unknown country, the language of which he does 
not underftand, cannot acquire any thing but a very fuperficial knowledge of the people 
who inhabit it. “If by chance he fhould for feveral days in fucceffion be witnefs of fome | 
traits of cruelty and perfidy, he will reprefent the people as cruel and perfidious. If he 
fhould have taken another route, and witnefled fome atts difplaying oppofite virtues, he 
paffes an eulogium on their love of juftice and humanity. 

The relations of mariners are not always truftworthy, and ought not to fix our judg. . 
ment on this matter any more than thofe of'a traveller fuch as lam fuppofing. Not only 
‘does their bufinefs deprive them of leifure to become obfervers, they are not within the 
reach of becoming fuch ; having no conne€tion with any except the fmall number of 
trafficking negroes who, from a {pirit of gain and a greater facility of fatisfying their 
paflions, have corrupted the virtues which diftinguifh the bulk of the nation. 

_ Itmutt be confeffed that thofe who dwell along the coafts, and the only perfons who 
frequent the Europeans, appear inclined to fraud and libertinifm ; but can we reafonably 
conclude from that, without further examination, as moft hiftorians do, that irregu- 
larity and double dealing are vices common toall ? We fhould laugh at the fimplicity of 
an African who, after having pafled fome time at Paris without ever going a league from 
the town, fhould go and tell his own countrymen that our country people do nothing but 
drink, dance, and divert themfelves; becaufe in traverfing the villages in the neigh- 
bourhood of the capital he might have heard the noife of inftruments, and feen written on 
the wall “* here they keep weddings and feafts.’ Thisbarbarian would judge of our 
nation as we judge of his. : 

Although the kingdom of Congo borders upon thofe of which we are now fpeaking, 
we have no right to judge of its inhabitants by comparifon, and attribute to the one 
what we know of the other. -There may have been a time when thefe people refembled 
each other, but that time is no more. No one can deny that the ftay which the Portu- 
guefe have made in Congo muft have altered in a great degree the innocence and fim- 
plicity of the manners ofits inhabitants. I fhall however take great care not to impute 
toa holy and divine religion abufes which it condemns, and evils which call forth its 

"groans. We mutt fhut our eyes to the light of the fun, and be in fact as ill informed in 
hiftory as certain modern philofophers appear to be in this point, to be ignorant from 
what an aby(s of corruption the Chriftian religion has fnatched mankind. All that can 

reafonably 
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reafonably be concluded from this decline of manners, which has followed the preaching 
of the gofpel in Congo and elfewhere, is, thatif itbe worthy the zeal of a Chriffian prince 
to favour the propagation of the faith among infidel nations, it is alfo worthy of his pru- 
dence and his duty not to deftroy with one hand what he builds up with the other, by 
fending on the track of the miffionaries a fet of men who have nothing of the Chriftian 
but the name, which they difhonour, and whofe worfe than heathenith condu& makes 
the idolaters doubt whether the gods whom they worfhjp be not preferable even to 
that of the Chriftian. Religion, fuch is the might of the empire of grace, had never 
ceafed to make fome progrefs in Congo ; and among all the licentiouinefs to which the 
Portuguefe abandoned themfelves, barbarians who had become Chriftians recalled them 
toa fenfe of their duty, and condemned their excefles by the praGice of contrary virtues. 
But fince the natives of the country have driven out the Portuguefe, and they no longer 
receive any but miffionaries among them ; the latter find it a much more eafy tafk to 
perfuade them to the practice of evangelical morality. Cardinal Caftelli, prefident of the 
congregation of the Propaganda, writes from Rome to the prefect of the miffion of, 
Loango, that there are actually more than one hundred thoufand Chriftians in the fingle 
kingdom of Congo. But the Capuchins, who, fince the diffolution of the Jefuits, have 
fucceeded to the charge of this vaft and laborious miffion, beginning themfelves to be 
in want of fubjeéts, this flourifhing branch of Chriftianity, if the hand which firlt 
formed it do not ftill fupport it, runs the rifque of feeing itfelf déftitute in a fhort time 
of the moft needful helps. 

They who givé to the negroes of Loango, Kakongo, and other neighbouring ftates, . 
the characters and manners of the flaves whom we draw from among them for our colo- 
“nies, are the moft grofsly miftaken of all ; fince they judge of a nation by its moft deadly 
enemies, and by the moft defperate of its fubjedts. “If they do fell us fome flaves of the 
country, they are thofe whom their crimes have rendered unworthy of being citizens. But 
mott of thole whom we buy are taken in war from other favage nations, and who fym- 
pathize fo little with the people in queftion, that they have never had either peace or 
truce with them, Thofe flaves in general have many bad qualities without any mixture 
of good ones : they muft be made into good men before any thing can be done towards 
making them Chriftians. They frequently preferve during life their native ferocity, and 
the defpair of flavery feems to clofe their heart againft virtue. 

The miffionaries, fince their fettlement among nations whom the holy fee has confided 
to their zeal, have applied themfelves by living and converfing among them, to the tafle 
of afcertaining their genius and manners, their qualities of mind and heart, their vices 
and virtues ; and the refult of their obfervations feems to me to form a ftrong prepoffef- 
fion for them. 

Thefe people, generally fpeaking, have no application ; but they feem capable of ac- 
quiting that’ habit, as it is always neceffity which commands application ; and as they 
have fearcely any neceffities, it is natural that their minds fhould remain in a fort of 
inertnefs, or that it fhould be neverJexercifed except on frivolous objects, which amufe 
without engaging. Thofe who trade, or who have the management of public affairs, want 
neither application nor aétivity, and the people themfelves as {oon as you prefent to 
them an objeét capable of aroufing and interefting them, fuch as religion, will engage 
in and purfue it ; as experience has already fhewn. . 

Sloth of body with them generally accompanies mental idlenefs. This vice how- 
ever does not neceffarily affect the nation, fince it does not belong to the weaker fex. 
The women, inured from childhood to the hardeft toils of hufbandry, give themfelves 
up to.it with indefatigable ardour. The heat, it is true, invites man to repofe, but a 
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powerful intereft awakes him, and renders him fuperior to the climate and to himfelf. 
Out own country people are never more ative than in the feafon of the greateft heats, 
becaufe it is ‘that of harveft> It is known that the people of ancient Latium inhabited 
the mild climate of Italy ; and their patriotifm led them to triumph over the warlike 
hordes of the north. The chriftian religion, which forbids idlenefs, and which is un- 
williig that fociety fhould {apport that perfon who refufes to labour for it, would in- 
fenfibly induce men to labour, as education accuftoms women to it ; this is feen among 
the chriftians of Congo. 

Thefe defeéts, which are not irremediable, and which circumftances feem {till to 
excufe, are moreover amply compenfated by natural qualities and moral virtues, which 
in heathens are truly worthy of admiration, They are remarkable for a found and 
penetrating mind; when the truths of the Faith are explained to them, fome make 
objections fpecious enough ; others make refle€tions full of good fenfe, or afk ingenious 
queftions, which fhew that they perfectly comprehend what is propofed to them, 

They are endowed with a happy memory. The miffionaries faw fome who within a 
month have repeated God’s commandments which they had heard only once recited in 
a‘public place. They makeno ufe however of this faculty, for tranfmitting to future 

- ages what paffes among them that is memorable, affuming asa principle that they 
fhould confine themfelves to what is ftri@tly neceflary, as well for knowledge as for 
the wants of life ; they all live, with regard to hiftory, in that indifference which charac- 
terizes the inhabitants of our country places, who know no more of what paffed in 
France under Louis the Great, than under Julius Ceefar. If you afk them why they do 
not preferve the remembrance of what has been done by their fathers? they anfwer, 
that it fignifies little to know how the dead have lived; the main point is, that the 
living fhould be honeft people. According to the fame principle, they keep no account of 
their age : “It would be,” fay they, “ loading one’s memory with an ufelefs reckoning, 
fince it does not hinder us from dying, and gives us no infight into the term of one’s life.” 
They regard death as a precipice to which man haftens blindfold, fo that it is of no ufe. 
to him to count his fteps, becaufe he can neither perceive when he comes to the latt, 
nor can he avoid it; that is no bad excufe for their ignorance and idlenefs. 

The people of thefe countries, men and women, are very fond of talking and finging ; 
whence it would appear that nature is not confiftent with herfelf; for all the other 
animals are filent night and day. No fong of birds is heard in the forefts; the cock 
never awakes his ma{ter, even the dogs cannot bark. Buramid this general filence, 
the women as they_till the field make it echo with their ruftic fongs ; and the men pafs 
their time in teliing ftories, and in difcourfing on the moft trifling topics. The after- 
noon is their particular time for holding their affemblies under the fhade of a fpreading 

. tufted tree, They fit onthe ground in circles, crofs legged. Moft of them have 

a pipe in their. mouths. Thofe who have palin wine bring fome with them ; and now 
and then they interrupt the fpeaking to drink a draught, pafling the calebafh round. He 
who begins the converfation fometimes fpeaks a quarter of an hour atatime. Every 
one liftens in deep filence ; another takes up the talk, and they liften in the fame man- 
ner ; no one who {peaks is ever interrupted. But when he has ceafed to utter his tattle, 
the perfon whofe turn it is to fpeak has a right to oppofe him and utter his own. To 
fee the fury which they throw into their declamations one would think they were dif- 
eufling the moft thorny fubjeéts, and it is a matter of great furprife when on lending an 
ear, one finds that the argument is a wretched earthen pot or a bird’s feather, or fome 
ridiculous and fuperftitious obfervances. Any one who attends their converfation and 
does not underftand the language, might eafily take it for a child’s play. The have a 
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ufage among them fingular enough, and well devifed for keeping awake the attention ° 
of the hearers, and give a zeft to converfations in themfelves fo ftale; when they fpeak 
in public they exprefs numbers by geftures. He, for example, who would fay, “I have 
feen fix parrots and ‘four partridges,” fays fimply “‘I have feen - «+ parrots and 
«+++ partridges,” and he makes at the fame time two figns, one of which tells for fix 
and the other for four, at the fame time all prefent cry out fix, four, and the talker goes 
on. ifany.one would feem puzzled, or pronounces aftef the reft, they would fuppofe 
him to have been afleep or ina reverie, and he would be confidered impolite. 

Thefe people are very mild. Difputes and contefts are rare among them; and they 
feldom or never come to blows. If they cannot agree they go and find a judge, who 
reconciles them in an inftant. What a modern Hiftorian fays*, that the inhabitants of 
Loango iinmolate their flaves to the manes of their kings, is an affertion deflitute of the 
flighteft foundation. ‘They have not even an idea of thofe abominable facrifices. 

The trafficking negroes, who inhabit the coafts, are for the greater part miftruftful and 
felf-interefted, even to roguery. Holding as a principle that all the whites are account- 
able one for another, they would make no fcruple of cheating a Frenchman if they 
could; becaufe ten years before they themfelves would have cheated the Englifh. But 
rapine and duplicity are by no means the charaéter of the nation. On the contrary it 
is remarked that thofe who inhabit the interior of the lands, unite to a great deal of 
juftice and franknefs, a difintereftednefs which may be called exceflive. They literally 
follow the precept of the Gofpel, not to take thought for the morrow. They do not 
even furmife that food and clothing ever can fail. ‘hey are always ready to fhare the 
little they have with thofe whom they know to be in need. If they have been fortunate 
in hunting or fifhing, or have procured fomething rare, they immediately run and tell 
their friends and neighbours, taking to each his fhare. They would choofe to ftint them- 
felves rather than not give them this proof of their friendfhip. The reproach of avarice 
is the moft cutting that can be made to any of them, and no fpecies of flattery is more 
agreeable than to praife them for their freedom in giving ; and to fay that they always 
give with open hand, They call the Europeans clofe fis, becaufe they give nothing for 
nothing. : 

Politenefs is not foreign to them. ‘They anticipate each other with reciprocal de-, 
ferences. They are efpecially attentive to the manner of giving and receiving faluta- 
tions. If it be an equal that they meet, they make one genufledction, rife and clap their 
hands. He who meets a man who is markedly his fuperior, proftrates himfelf, bows 
his head, touches the ground with the ends of his fingers, draws-them to his mouth, 
and, as he lifts them up, claps his hands. The perfon thus faluted, be it a prince or 
even a king, never avoids returning the falute, making the Benuflection and clapping 
hands. 

They are humane and obliging even to ftrangers, and to thofe from whom they have 
nothing to expeét in return, They have no innsamong them. A traveller who paffes 
through a village at the hour of repaft, enters, without ceremony, into the firft hut, and 
is quite welcome. 

The mafter of the houfe regales him with the beft he has ; and after he has repofed 
awhile conduéts him on his way. The miffionaries often undertake their journies with- 
out provifions, or merchandize wherewith to procure any ; they are humanely and 
hofpitably received every where, nor have they ever wanted any of the neceflaries of life. 


* The author of the General Hiftory of Afia, Africa, and America, tom. 12. 
When 
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* When a negro perceives that his gueft does not eat heartily, he picks out the beft morfel 
in the difh, bites of it, and prefents him the reft, faying “ Eat, and take my word for it.” 
This politenefs is very far from ounmanners, but it is quite true to nature; one may fee 
two Kittle children in an‘orchard give and take the fruits that they have firft tafted by 
fetting their teeth in them. 

During the laft war we had with England, a French fhip having run aground on the 
coaft of Loango, two or three failors faved themfelves by fwimming, and retired into a 
village called Loubou. The inhabitants of the place received ‘them kindly, and pro- 
vided. generoufly for their wants. They lodged, fed and clothed them for feveral years, 

* without requiring any labour from them ; all their occupation was to go and walk 
along the coaft, and when they difcovered aveffel, they ufed to inform the negroes, who 
sput them into a perogue to go and reconnoiter her. If the was Englith, they returned 
with great hafte, for fear left their guefts fhould fall into the hands of their enemies, 
They conduéted themfelves towards the failors in this manner until they found a favour- 
able opportunity of returning to France, without ever exprefling any grudge at the ex- 
penfe which their fojourn occafioned. It was in the very village where this took place 
‘that the miffionaries heard of it. 

In one thoufand feven hundred and fixty-feven, the prefect of the miffion received a 
‘wifit from a naval officer, who faid, that having learnt that fome French priefts had 
arrived at Loango, he had repaired thither to confefs himfelf, and to render thanks 
unto God along with them, for his having efcaped the moft imminent danger. He told 
them he had embarked in,a fhip from St. Malo; that the captain of it, feeing a floating 
ifland which preffed clofe upon his quarter, had fent out a canoe with four failors, 

“to cut grafs on it; but that they, being drawn by the violence of the currents, had 
ftruggled againft the waves for four days and four nights, without being able to regain 
their {hip ; that at length.on the fifth day, the wind drove their boat on fhore. Of the 
four failors who accompanied the officer, two had died of hunger and fatigue; a third 
had expired’on ths coaft on getting out of the canoe. The officer and the failor who were 
left, trailed on as’well as they could to the next village. The inhabitants haftened to com~ 
fort them, and treated them very hofpitably in every refpe€t. When they were difpofed to 
‘quit the place, the people affered them that they might ftill ftay. as long as they pleafed, 
without fear of being chargeable to any one.. They laid in no provifion of food when 
they fet out from Loango ; the people in all the villages where they ftopt, offered them 
liberally whatever they wanted ; and this treatment they met with along their whole 
courfe, to the end of their journey. : 

Thefe people are poor, compared with us ; but in‘ truth, he who wants nothing is as 
rich as he who has every thing in plenty, and he lives much more contented. In our way 
of life, we thould think That man the moft to be pitied, who had not the means of pro- 
curing a bed to lie on, or feat to fit on: at Loango, it would be fentencing a man to 
a€tual punifhment to oblige him to pafs one night in a good bed, or to remain two 
hours in an arm-chair. The Mateia of Kakongo, one of the moft powerful princes in 
the kingdom, has an apartment furnifhed in the European ftyle; there are beds, com- 
‘modes, beaufets garnifhed with filver mountings. The prince offers feats to the Euro- 
peans who go to vifit him ; as for himfelf, he finds it much more convenient to fit-on 
the ground, according to the cuftom of the country. With thefe people, nothing is 
known either of houfes of office, cellars, granaries or wardrobes. In entering a hut 
you perceive a mat, which is the matter’s bed, his table, and his feats; fome earthen 
veflels, which comfitute his kitchen tackle; fome roots and fruits, thefe are his 
belly-provifions, When they take a piece of game or a fithy they make a ragout of 
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it, which Europeans deem deteftable, but to their tafte it is delicious. If hunting or 
fithing furnifhes them nothing for their table, they ftick to their roots and fruits; and 
they always appear content with what they are eating. Ifa ftranger comes upon them, 
and they have only manioc to offer him, they make no excufe for making him partake 
fuch poor cheer ; fuppofing that he ought to think it is becaufe they have nothing better 
to offer him. , _ 

Reared in the midft of plenty, or at leaft in a good opinion of our own comforts of 
life, and of the wealth which procures them, we feel ourfelves naturally led to 
defpife a people fo fimple and poor ; but if, they themfelves underftanding that we are 
the laborious artifans of a thoufand wants which they never experienced ; if, witneffing 
our delicacies, our profufions, and the luxuries of our tables, they paid us back fcorn 
for fcorn, and faid they were wifer than we were, I fhould doubt whether aa impartial 
umpire would decide the difference in our favour. 

It is an opinion which daily gains credit, that licentioufnefs of manners among thefe 
people is carried to very diffolutenefs ; thus aver the modern authors who treat on this 
country. Pretended travellers, {porting with the good faith of the public, are not afraid 
of ftating, that proftitutions, adultery, and the moft monftrous exceffes of debauchery, 
are tricks of cuftom among them, to fuch a degree, that hufbands themfelves favour 
the lightnefs of their wives, and that the obfequies of their dead are celebrated by. 
abominations and infamy. A mercenary writer has little refped& for truth, whdh he 
finds his account in difguifing it. Such is the cafe here; he is fure of giving pleafure 
by licentious tales to that numerous clafs of frivolous and libertine readers, who feize 
with avidity all that feems to ennoble their weaknefs, or to extend over thoufands the 
empire of thofe paffions which rule them. And notwithftanding, it is after thefe calum- 
nious relations that fyftems are built, and hence we affirm very gravely, that the Chrif. 
tian religion can never be the religion of all climates ; for the chaftity which it prefcribes, 
forms an invincible obftacle to its eftablifhment in torrid climates, and under the burning 
zone. 

But they, who from the receffes of their cabinets, calculate, after their own way, 
the influence of climate on manners, and who make no difficulty in afligning (compafs 
in hand) the regions bayond which the worthip and religion of the true God cannot 
be extended ; thofe pretended fages, I fay, ought to take heed how they thus conftitute 
themfelves accufers and judges of the Divinity ; for, fuppofing that,they belong not to 
that horde of madmen, who regard the univerfe as the produétion of a blind agent, or 
the fport of chance, I would only wifh to fay this, to confound them, “ explain to 
us how it could have happened, that he who has ordained times and formed feafons ; 
who has divided the climates and prefided over the general economy of the univerfe, 
fhould have fo ftrangely mifcalculated to his own difadvantage, by offering an abode 
to a great portion of his creatures, in regions where his name could never be known 
aright, and where his law would be defpifed ?”” But providence has juftified itfelf 
from this reproach, long before any one thought of making it. No one can be ignorant 
that it was‘in the hotteft climates that the Chriftian religion operated the greateft 
miracles ; it was in the midft of the arid deferts and burning fands of the Thebais, that 
during many ages, whole millions of folitary men, before the admiring eyes of the whole 
world, preferved the moft peffe& chaftity, and led a life totally angelic. 

But whatever may be the refult of obfervations made on other people, they cannot 
deftroy thofe which the miffionaries have made for many years, on thofe of whom we 
are fpeaking. To fit in true judgment, we muft have feen every thing, calculated 
every thing.; the heat of the climate, if it is tempered by-a fober-and frugal life, will 
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always be much lefs hurtful to chaftity, than other ftimulants in the coldeft countries ; 
than the wines, the fucculent viands, the fights, the impaffioned accents of mufic, the 
licentious writings, the aflociation and intercourfe of young perfons of both {exes ; baits 
of voluptuoufnels which are quite unknown among the people in quettion. They feed 
habitually on roots, vegetables, and fruits ; they drink water ; they lie on hard furfaces; 
they are chafte as it were, by nature, and without the efforts of virtue, They, however, 
attach honour to the practice of chaftity, and fhame to the contrary vices. An author, 
cited in the General Hiftory of Voyages, fays, that at Loango they are perfuaded that the 
crime of a maid who has not refilted fedu€tion, would be fufficient to draw down a 
total ruin on the whole country, were it not expiated by a public avowal made to the 
king ; and the fame writer, impelled by I know not what kind of blind bias for calum- 
niating the-manners of this people, adds, that this avowal, however, has nothing in it 
humiliating. But it is eafy to judge, that a fault which is deemed fufficiently enormous 
to provoke the wrath of Heaven, muft condemn to opprobrium and fhame, the culprit 
who is obliged to make the avowal. 

A man, as we fhall foon fee, may marry as many women as he finds willing to attach 
themfelves to him ; but it is an unheard-of thing for a man and woman to cohabit 
publicly, without being lawfully efpoufed. There are never feen in this country, as 
in the great towns of Europe, any of thofe focieties of women, who keep a {chool of 
deb#uchery. 

‘They would not fuffer them to traffic fhamefully with their honour, by walking in 
the ftreets; flill lefs would they be allowed to exercife the infamous trade of feducing 
and corrupting youth. The language, though very rich, offers no term which cor- 
refponds with that of a female debauchee ; it is expreffed by a Portugueze word. 

The Négreffes have, like the Negroes, their afms and bofoms uncovered, efpecially 
when at work ; but the cuftom is general; no one thinks of it ; no one is {eandalized 
at it; and it is wrong with authors to have concluded thence, that they brave all the 
laws of modefty. This nudity of a Negrefs, who from morning to night is occupied 
in cultivating the field under a burning fun, is lefs infidious and lefs thecking to pub- 
lic decency, in that country, than the half-nakednefs of our court ladies among us. 
Whenever the miflionaries found themfelves among the inhabjtants of the country, in 
the paflage of rivers where there are no-boats, they obferved, that when a woman 
entered the water, all the men turned away their eyes until the had got to the other 
fide ; the women 6n their part, do the fame when the men pafs. 

The young girs accompany their mothers every where, who require from them 
the ftriGteft referve. A youth durft not {peak to a girl, except in her mother’s prefence; 
he cannot make her a prefent except when he afks her in marriage. A miffionary 
one day met a little Negrefs returning from the fields with her mother; the faid to 
him in the language of the country, and in a jocular tone, “ Good day, man of God!” 
Her mother immediately gave her a fevere reprimand for having fpoken to a man, and 
with fo little referve. Dancing is in this country a daily exercife, but the men never 
dance except with men, nor the womenjexcept with women. The fongs ef joy, which 
generally accompany their dances, have nothing in them offenfive to modefty. 


CHAP. IX."— Of Marriages and Alliances. 


POLYGAMY is authorized by the national laws, and it is allowable fora man to 
marry as many women as he thinks proper; but this liberty which the law allows, 
is reftrained by nature. The number of women among therp does not appear to ne 
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pafs that of the men, perhaps it does not even reach it; fo that a Grandee of the 
country cannot marry twenty women, without placing nineteen of his fellow citizens 
under the neceflity of obferving celibacy. Befides, a woman generally prefers the 
advantage of being the fole fpoufe of an individual, to the honour of being the wife 
of a lord, who muft give her a great number of rivals; thus it is only the rich who 
can ufe the privilege, -or rather the abufe of the law, for that is the only name which 
can fuit a difpofition which favours one party in fociety, to the detriment of the other. 
But as the clafs of rich perfons is far from numerous, all the free men, and even moft 
of the flaves {till find means to marry. Thofe who ftated that the commonelt Negroes 
in the country have each two or three wives, would have to reckon beforehand, 
whether the number of women twice or thrice furpaffed that of the men; as thofe 
who allot feven thoufand to a king of Loango, muft have afcertained that there is that 
number in his whole capital; this, no one who has been upon the fpot dare affure 
them. 

The fathers and mothers leave to their boys the care of choofing a wife. The- 
marriage of the girls is confidered a houfehold affair, which concerns the mother only. 
The wives bring no portion to their hufband; on the contrary, when a boy wants to 
have a‘ maid in marriage, he goes to find her mother, and makes her thofe prefents 
which he judges will be moft agreeable to her. If thefe prefents, or the hand which 
offers them, do not pleafe the mother, fhe refufes them. If fhe accepts them, the young 
man immediately prefents gifts to the maid alfo, who is ftill free to receive or reject 
them. The acceptance of prefents on the part of the mother and daughter is*equiva- 
lent to a promife of marriage. The nuptials, however, are not celebrated until about 
a month afterwards ; and during that time the girl appears in public, with her body 
painted red, in order that all the world may know, that the man with whom fhe is feen 
to cohabit is her hufband. Were not this ceremony previoufly obferved, the marriage 
would be deemed illegal and facrilegious, and the parents of the girl would have a right 
to punifh her with death, The term prefcribed by ufage being expired, the girl wafhes 
away the red colour with which fhe has been ftained, and the nuptials are celebrated 
with dances and ruftic fongs. : 

Marriage thus contraéted, forms an indiffoluble bond. There are only certain par- 
ticular cafes excepted by the Jaw, which authorize a hufband to divorce his wife; as 
for inftance, when a princefs choofes him for her hufband. Conjugal chaftity is fngu- 
* larly refpe€ted among thele people; adultery is placed in the lift of the greateft crimes. 
By an opinion generally received, the women are perfuaded that if they were to render 
themfelves guilty of infidelity, the greateft misfortunes would overwhelm them, unlefs 
they averted them by an avowal made to their hufbands, and in obtaining their pardon 
for the injury they might have done. There are ftill fome more faults of which the 
wives think themfelves bound to accufe themfelves to their hufbands. This accufation 
is a fort of religious.ceremony. The hufpand takes care to be always eafily to be in- 
treated to pardon his wife for the faults which fhe avows to him; but if fhe names an 
accomplice, he has a right to profecute and bring that offender to juftice ; and he never 
fails to do fo, efpecially if the man has carried his audacity fo far as to flain the nup- 
tial couch. When this crime is in agitation, the judge does not require other proofs 
than the denunciation of the hufband, confirmed by the avowal of the wife; becaufe 
he fuppofes that this avowal, which condemns her to infamy, cannot but be the cry of 
confcience. She is acquitted of it at the tribunal of the judge, as fhe is before her 
hufband, for the fake of her repentance and fhame; but it fs not fo with the feducer 5 
the law ordains that he fhall be placed in the power, and at the difcretion of the man 
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- whom he-has outraged; and he becomes his flave, at leaft unlefs he be rich. enough to 
ranfom himfelf. It is not to be fuppofed that fuch flaves are at all fpared by their 
matters, 

A princefs has the double right of choofing from among the people, fuch a hufband as 
fhe thinks proper, even if he be already married, and to oblige him to have her alone 
for his fpoufe. As this laft condition generally appears too hard to the princes, it is 
rare that the princeffes find any of them willing to marry them, even the commoners 
dread their alliance; but when it is offered them, they are obliged to accept it, on pain 
of being conftrained by confifcation of body and goods. They have alfo a liberty, 
which none of the women of the people have; they can divorce a hufband who no 
longer fuits them, and choofe another ; and it does not appear that they need aflign 
any other*motive for their divorce, than their will. In order that the divorced hufband 
of a princefs may marry, or even take back his former wife, if he had one before his 
marriage with the princefs, he muft obtain the permiffion of the king, who is gene- 
rally very free and eafy on this point. 

The litle kingdom of n’-Goio acknowledges its dependence on that of Loango, by 
giving to the king a princefs of the blood, who is not to be the firft among his fpoufes, 
and has none of the privileges of the other princefles. : 

He on whom the princefs fixes her choice to become her hufband, begins by rubbing 
his body with palm oil, and painting himfelf red: this is the firlt exercife of a 
month’s retreat, which he paffes altogether at home, without ever ftepping outfide the 
door. During this time he feeds on the commoneft meat, and drinks only water. At 
the end of the month he wathes himfelf, and marries the princefs with a great deal of 
magnificence. But the day of his wedding is the latt of his liberty. The, hufband of 
a princéfs is lefs her fpoufe than her flave and her prifoner. “He engages himfelf, in 
marrying her, never more to look on a woman during the whole time he cohabits 
with her. Never does he go out, unlefs accompanied by a numerous efcort of part of 
his guards before, to drive afide all the women on the road where he is to pals. 
If, in fpite of thefe precautions, a woman meet him on his way, and he has the ill luck 
to caft his eyes upon her, the princefs, on the depofition of her fpies, may have. his 
head chopped off, and fhe commonly ufes this right. This fort of libertinifm, fut 
tained by power, often carries the princeffes to the greateft exceffes: but nothing is 
dreaded fo much as their anger. Cruelty feems to be their nature, and it might be 


faid, that they wifh to revenge themfelves on all who approach them, of the fort of + 


fervitude to which their fex is condemned. 

The condition of other women aétually forms a ftriking contraft with that of the 
princeffes. While the latter treat their hufbands as imperious miftrefles ; the former 
are to theirs in a ftate of dependence bordering on flavery. When they fpeak to them, 
it is always kneeling. They alone are charged with the cultivation of the lands, and 
with all in-door work ; it is their bufinels to provide for their own.fubfiftence, and that 
of their children and hutband. a ; 

If a man has many wives, each in her turn dreffes his viétuals, and holds herfelf 
honoured in waiting on him at table, and then in receiving at his hand, the leavings for 
herfelf and children. ‘The hufband, in order not ‘to excite jealoufy among his wives, 
* ufes no familiarity with any of them. He always dwells alone in his hut, and each of 
them in hers, with her children. This feparation of dwelling does not prevent dif- 
ferences from arifing among them now and then, which the hutband, according to the 
ufage of the country, has a right to terminate juridically. On the complaint which has 


been preferred to him, he orders the two rivals to appear together before him; each 
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pleads her caufe kneeling ; whilft .he himfelf fits on the ground with his feet croffed. 
After having heard them, he pronounces fentence ; they retire in filence, teftifying the 
moft entire fubmiffion to his judgment. It appears, that thofe who have feveral wives, 
make fome diftin@tion among them ; and that fome are wives of the firft order, others 
of the fecond order; of the latter clafs there are fome who are truly flaves. The lot 
of princes’ wives differs much from that of princeffes; they are not difpenfed with in 
domeftic labour, and they are frequently occupied like others -in the cultivation of 
the lands. 

The hufband commonly is at the charge of giving dreffes to his wife, and main- 
taining her houfe ; he goes a hunting and fifhing. When thofe who have many wives 
have procured a fufficient quantity of game and fith, they diftribute it among al] their 
wives, {crupuloufly obferving, that the fhares are equal according to the number of 
their children. If what they have taken is not fufficient for all, they divide only with 
her who has charge of the kitchen that day. The commonalty of goods between 
hufbands and wives is not held in this country; it is attended with too many incon- 
veniences for the ufage of polygamy. As to fucceffions, the children do not inherit from 
their father; but only from their mother. The goods of the father are reverfible after 
death to his eldeft uterine brother, if he has one. In defeé& of brothers, to the eldeft 
fon of his eldeft uterine fifter, or laftly, to the eldeft fon of his neareft maternal relation. 

Succeflions among the poor, that is to fay, the bulk of the nation, are reduced to a 
houfe, a gun, a fabre, fome wooden or earthen veffels, and a few macoutes ; fometimes 
they are of ftill lefs value. ‘Thofe of the rich, of the princes and kings, confift of 
flaves, cotton cloths covered with filver, coral, fabres, guns, and other effects drawn 
from Europe. As the king is proprietary of the kingdom, the lands and lordthips which 
the great hold by the title of govergment, do not pafs to their heirs, unlefs they pur- 
chafe the preference by. dint a prefents to the king and his minifteys. 


CHAP. X.—Of the Education of the Children. 


THE fathers take no particular care of the education of their children, They 
content themfelves with infpiring them with a certain vague fear of the Divinity, of 
which they themfelves have very confufed notions. They induce them by example, 
more than difcourfe, to refpeét their fuperttitious practices ; to avoid lying, theft, and 
perjury. They alfo enjoin them to refpet the Ganga or minifters, and the aged. 
They give them leffons as occafion requires. There is no public fchool among thefe 
people, either for religion, or for fciences; and there are few trades to which they 
can bind their children. The young girls are as laborious as their mothers. Always 
at their fide, they fhare with them the hardeft toils of the field, and all the cures of the 
houfehold. They go to gather fire-wood in the forefts, and draw water from the river, 
which is frequently'a quarter of a league diftant. But the little boys, following the 
example of their father, will take no part in the labours with which their filters are 
overwhelmed ; and fcarcely do they arrive at years of difcretion, when they affume 
the tone of mafters over them, as they fee their father do over their mother. A mif- 
fionary one day heard a mother giving a fmall commiffion to her fon. The child was 
only about eight years old, but he anfwered gravely, “ Do you think then that I 
am a boy ?” ; 

Whilf the mother works with her daughters, the boys amufe themfelves and idle 
away their time with children of the fame age. They play but little; fometimes ad 
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feek fugar-canés, ananas, and other fruits delicious ,to’ the tafte; -but their great and 

_ almoft only occupation, is to go a bird-nefting in the forefts, where they find them in 
great numbers, and of the fineft plumage. ‘They alfo take them in traps and with 
nets, ufing ants’ eggs for baits. Many children there are among us, who would 
more eafily accuftom themfelves to this way of life, than to the feverities of 
ftudy. : ; 

‘When they are come to the age of fifteen or fixteen, they engage voluntarily in 
fithing ; or they go to the chace as foon as they can find means to purchafe a gun. 
Some of them manufacture macoutes, which are little bits of linen cloth, which pafs 
for money in the country. 


CHAP. XI.—Of Arts and Trades. 


‘THESE people have no knowledge of writing, nor any figns which may ftand 
in its flead. They have therefore no records but tradition, which is maintained 
by certain ufages. The artsamong them are ftill in their infancy ; they exercife thofe 
only which are neceflary to life, and even thofe in a very imperfeét manner. ° 

Their phyficians are revered as very eftimable men, quite effential to the welfare of 
fociety : their art forms part of the religion. They bear the name of Ganga, which in 
the language of the Saulairy fignifies minifter, When they come to a patient, they afk 
him where his ailment lies ? and they fet to blowing on the part affected ; after that they 
make fomentations, and tie up his limbs in different places with bandages : thefe are the 
preliminaries ufed in all difeafes; they know nothing either of phlebotomy or of 
medicines. There are cafes in which they eupley fimples of different forts, but only 
topically. The miffionaries could not get to know the virtues of them. They always 
chew fome before they breathe upon their patients, which operation may well, efpecially 
in external hurts, produce fome natural effect. ‘The phyficians of the country know 
alfo a very falutary remedy, in their opinion, for all difeafes ; but this they only employ 
in favour of thofe who can afford the expenfe ; when they are called in to a rich man, 
they take with them all the performers on mufical inftruments they can find in the 
country: they all enter in filence; but at the firft fignal which they give, the mufical 
troop begin their performance; fome are furnifhed with ftringed inftruments; others 
beat on the trunks of hollow trees, covered with fkin, a fort of tabor. All of them 
uniting their voices,with the found of the inftruments, round the patient’s bed, make 
@ terrible uproar and din ; which is often continued for feveral days and nights in fuc- 
ceffion, To an European the remedy would be worfe than the difeafe ; but this mufic, 
which charms the negroes when they are in good health, cannot make them feel, in 
ficknefs, a more difagreeable fenfation than the moft harmonious concert would to one 
of us; and in this cafe the remedy muft certainly not be fo violent as might at firft be 
imagined. Be that as it may, when the ftate of the patient begins to grow worfe, they 
endeavour io draw from their inftruments the moft piercing founds, and make the 
whole neighbourhood refound with their cries, as if they wanted to frighten Death and 
put him to flight. If they do not fucceed in this, as it often happens, they confole 
themfelves in the thought, that they have done their duty, and that the relations of the 
defun& have nothing to reproach them with. All the time the choir of muficians 
yemain near the deceafed, the phyficians pay him frequent vifits, and come at 
ftated hours to adminifter different remedies to him, and to blow upon his 
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The moft common difeafes of thefe climates are fevers, fmall-pox, meafles, and palfy, 
The latter is called the King’s difeafe ; the negroes regard ft as the punifhment for fome 
attempt meditated againft the kings. the paralytic, however, is never judicially pro- , 
fecuted, becaufe it is fuppofed that Heaven, who has deprived him of the ufe of fome of + 
his limbs, has punifhed him according to the degree of: his malicious intention ; but 
he is regarded as a wicked citizen. 

The phyficians prefcribe no particular regimen to their patients; they order them to 
have every thing they want, either to eat or drink, without any regard to quantity or 
quality ; but if they afk for nothing, nothing is to be offered them. This method is 
not without its inconveniences, but it may alfo have its advantages. As foon as the 
patient is dead, or when he is cured, his relations make a gathering on the fpot, for the 
profit of the phyfician who has attended him during his illnefs. When the gatherers 
went to the miffionaries, they generally afked them for European brandy, affuring 
them, that it was the thing which would moft pleafe the Dodtor. in 32 

. As the greater part of our difeafes are occafioned by exceffes of the table, the negroes 
who always lead an uniform, fober, and frugal life, are rarely fick, and a great number 
among them, attain an extreme old age. The actual king of Kakongo, named 
Poukouta, is one hundred and twenty-fix years of age. He has always been in good 
health, and it was only in the month of March laft year, that he felt, for the firl time, 
the infirmities of old age, and that his fight and legs began to weaken ; but his head 
is ftill found, and he habitually employs five or fix hours a day, in adminiftering 
juftice to his fubjeéts. The princefs Ma-inteva, his aunt, is about as old, and in equal 
health. ; 

When the negroes feel themfelves indifpofed, they make a ptifan of dog’s tooth, 
which is the fame as ours. Thofe,who have ailings which do not oblige them to keep 
their.bed, go themfelves to the Doétors, who prefcribe to them fome fuperftitious 
practices, to which they attribute the cure, which nature herfelf operates, ; 

Although thefe phyficians, as we have juft now fufficiently fthewn, are no great 
cgnjurors, the people believe them to be very deeply verfed in the fecrets of magic ; 
and they alfo do not forbid themfelves the acquifition of the occult {ciences, ‘which are 
attributed to them, as well as the commerce, fuppofed to be eftablithed between them 
and the evil fpirit whom they undertake to appeafe. The children of the Doéors 
fucceed their fathers. : 

The miffionaries one day had occafion to fee a negro, the lord of a-village, whom 
neither the found of inftruments nor the breathings of the doétors, nor even their 
topical remedies, had been able to cure. His difeafe bore fymptoms quite fingular and 
"peculiar; at the moment when the fit feized him, day or night, he went out and ran.at 
random over the plains and through the forefts, making lamentable howlings and cries, 
like one poffefled with a devil. His eyes were haggard and inflamed, he foamed at the 
mouth, and when he ftopped, he appeared fhaken with violent convulfions, although he 
did harm to no one. The inhabitants of the country, when he was in this ftate, 
dreaded to meet him, more than they dreaded a wild beaft. When thefé fits of fury 
fubfided, the man appeared very rational, and fpoke fenfibly ; but all that the mil- 
fionaries could draw from him, and what he conftantly told every body, was, that he 
was haunted by a great fpectre, the fight of which fhook him and put him befide himfelf, 
and then he knew not where he was, nor what he did. The miffionaries not being 
able to follow this man, and to examine him in his mad fits, fuppofed that the diforder ~ 
was occafioned by organic derangement ; though it is not impoffible that the demon. 
who already poffeffes the fouls of the wretched mhabitants of thefe counties ae 
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fometimes extend his dominion over the bodies ; and that, by a juft judgment of God, 
he begins to punith them, even in this life, for the facrilegious worthip they paid him. 

We have fpoken elfewhere of agriculture; it is the women who carry it on. 
They have no other inftrument of tillage than a little pointed fpade, which is pretty 
much like the trowels of our mafons. They who fay they have feen a quantity of 
vine-dreffers in Loango, ought to have feen, that there are no vines in the country. 
The men, befides, by an univerfal prejudice, founded no doubt on their indolerice, 
would think they degraded themfelves if they tilled the ground. They prefer to attach 
honour to mare amufing and lefs toilfome occupations ; almoft all of them are hunters 
and fithers. _.A great number are alfo carpenters, if we may give that name to thofe 
who conftruét fuch houfes as we have defcribed. There are alfo fmiths among them, 
as well as potters, weavers, and falt-makers. 

The fmiths get their iron from Europe. To heat it they ufe charcoal. They 
hammer it on anvils made of wood harder than ftone. There have been feen how- 
ever, fome {mall iron anvils in the King’s forges at Loango. The workmen are flow, 
and not very fkilful ; they make only {mall ware. The hammers they ufe are no heavier 
than thofe of our upholfterers. Their bellows are of a pretty ingenious make. 

The potters make all forts of earthen veffels, which they bake in the midit of 
a great fire. They are fafhioned almoft as well as thofe of Europe, although no 
wheel is ufed. The potters alfo make tobacco pipes, the great confumption of which 
forms a confiderable branch of their petty trade. 

The weavers make their cloths of a grafs about two feet high, which grows untilled 
in the defert plains, and needs no preparation to be put to work. The length of the 
grafs is the length of the web ; they make it rather narrower than long. This cloth is 
woven like ours; but they make it on their knees, without fhuttle or loom : having the 
patience to pafs the woof through the threads with their fingers, in the fame way that 
our bafket-makers weave their hurdles. Although they work with fuch quicknefs 
that one can fcarcely follow their fingers with one’s eyes, they get flowly forward. 
The beft workmen do not make more than the length of an ell of cloth in the 
fpace of eight days. : 

Their little pieces, which we call macoutes, ferve as the current money of the country. 
The merchants have no right to refufe in exchange for them the goods they bring to 
market. Befides the common cloths, the negroes make little bags, caps, and other 
articles, fome of which would be admired in Europe for the variety of the defign, 
and the delicacy of-the workmanfhip. In the country is found a tree, the inner 
bark of which is really a cloth, as ftrong and flexible as ours: the negroes ule it as 
macoutes, and as materials for clothes. : 

The peafants of the villages near the fea, are moftly falters. All their art confifts 
in evaporating fea water over a great fire, which depofits the falt at the bottom of 
veffels employed for the purpofe. 


CHAP. XII. — Of the mode of Drefs, and of fome particular Ufages. 


THESE people have no fpecies of veftment which anfwers to our fhirts ; they are un- 
covered down to the waift in all feafons; and they go always bare-foot and bare-legged. 
Their drefs confifts of a {mall under petticoat which we call pagne, and which refembles 
that worn by our bakers’ boys and brewers’ apprentices. It reaches half way down the 
leg, fome of them leave along tail to it. The poor make it of their own country ae 
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the rich make it of a cotton cloth, or of other light ftuffs brought from Europe. This 
petticoat is furmounted with a broad girdle, commonly of red or blue cloth, moft of 
them have only one drefs, which they wear night and day, until it is too much worn or 
too dirty, for they never wath their clothes. By a ufage very different from ours, the 
men have always caps on, and the women go bare-headed ; they wear their hair, the 
men fhave their heads. ‘The heads of thofe who afpire to glory in apparel, refemble 
a parterre; you fee alleys and figures traced on them with a great deal of fymmetry. 
Allowing for this difference, the women are drefled pretty much like the men; and the 
author of the General Hiftory of Afia, Africa, and America, has been ill informed, when 
he fays in Vol. XH. of his work that their petticoats are not furmounted by a girdle like 
thofe of the men ; it is however remarked, that they have lefs inclination thar the men for 
glittering ornaments ; on feaft days, for want of jewelry they attire themfelves in rafcades ; 
the rafcade is a bead of glafs, of which chaplets are made in Europe. They make collars 
and bracelets of them, and even put them round their legs: fome men envy them this. 
brilliant attire ; but inftead of employing the rafcade in collars and bracelets, they make a 
fort of bandolier of it. The men as well as the women and even the children carry in 
their girdle a fheathed knife, like our head cooks. This knife, which is always well fharp- 
ened, ferves as a razor for their beard, and as {ciffars for their poll. A modern hiftorian, 
ill informed on the ufages of the country, fays, that the inhabitants of Loango make their- 
bed pofts of the palm tree. Ifthefe people ufed bed pofts, they might find in their: 
fore(ts many trees preferable to the palm for this purpofe; but their bed is merely a 
mat for the poor, and an European carpet for the rich ; this does not hinder them from. 
fleeping foundly. The moft diligent are never up before fun-rife, and the greater part: 
not till long afterwards. If they have any work to do, it is commonly done before dinner.. 
They make only two meals ; the firft at ten o’clock, and the fecond at night-fall. Al. 
though they tire themfelves very little in the forenoon, they reft almoft the whole after- 
noon ; except when they take a fancy to go a hunting or a fithing, we have fhewn that 
their moft common paftime, is talk. Many of them play at a game very like our games of 
draughts and chefs ; they amufe themfelves alfo ata hand game, which confifts in beats 
ing themfelves in cadences quicker or flower, in different parts of the body, fo as juft to 
meet and ftrike at the fame time each other’s hands; they often gather together in a 
public place, under the fhade of a well-tufted tree, to hold concerts. Each is admitted. 
to play his part ; they are lefs harmonious, but mog noify than ours. They ufeall forts of 
{tringed inftruments made by themfelves in their own way ; trumpets, fifes, and drums, 
comprife alfo a paft of their fymphonies ; they always-mix their verfes with the founds of 
*theirinftruments. The more noife is made, the better the piece is performed ; thefe con- 
certs, which flatter and tranfport the negroes, alfo amufe the Europeans, who cannot help 
laughing at this ftrange refult of an infinity of voices accompanied. by hoarfe braying in- 
ftruments of all kinds. If fome of our military muficians were to land in thefe countries, 
they would become new Orphei, and draw after them the towns and villages ; but the 
tender and impaflioned airs of our beft opera muficians would be laughed at. 
Although dancing is a fatiguing exercife in fuch hot countries, it is much practifed. 
It is fometimes a diverfion ; but oftener a religious ceremony. The negroes dance when 
they are in forrow, juit as they do when they are joyful at the funeral of their fathers, 
as at their own wedding, the long ever accompanies the dance; the moft qualified of the 
troop, or he who can fing beft, begins alone, and the others repeat the fong, and dance 
to it asour provincial peafants do. They have no fongs compofed, they make them 
off hand ; and take their fubjeét from exifting circumftances. The miffionaries one- 
day heard of a woman, who, dancing on the occafion of her hufband’s death, deplored 
Le 


576 PROYART’S HISTORY OF LOANGO, &c. 


his-lot and that of her children ; the compared the defunét to the roof of a houfe, the fall 
of which foon involves that of the whole edifice ; ‘¢ Alas! (cried fhe, in her language,) 
the ridge has fallen; there lies the building expofed to the weather, all is over; the 
ruin is unavoidable.” : ‘ . 
The more remote the negroes are from fweetnefs and nature in their concerts, the 
more fentiment and truth they throw into their dances and ruftic fongs. Be they pro- 
voked by grief, or excited by joy, they are always the faithful expreffion of nature. 
The hearer is moved with them, in fpite of himfelf; efpecially when he beholds their 
’ gion. One day, when two miffionaries were pafling through a village, they heard of a 
mother whofe fon fome robbers had ftolen, and fold as a flave to the Europeans. This 
woman, in the: firft tranfport of woe, fallies from her houfe diffolved in tears, holding 
her daughter by the hand; fhe immediately fell to dancing with her, chaunting her 
misfortune in the moft piteous and touching tone. Now the curfed the day when the be- 
came a mother ; then fhe called her fon, making imprecations againft the wretches who 
had borne him away ; at other times fhe reproached for their moft cruel avarice thofe 
European merchants who buy from all hands thofe who are offered to them as flaves. 
Struck by the novelty of the fight, the miffionaries ftopped a moment : the fong of the de- 
folated mother, the abundance of her tears, the irregular movement which agitated her 
by turns, even the diforder of the dance —all rendered the fentiment, all expreffed 
nature with fuch energy, that the miffionaries themfelves, pierced with profound grief, 
felt their tears flow and retired weeping. The women, like the men, have their.affem- 
blies for diverfion and dancing: but only on feaft days, or when they have finifhed their 


toils of the field, and the bufinefs of the houfehold. hey are never confounded with — 


the men ; even the wife does not dance with her hufband, nor the fitter with her brother, 
‘They never work above three days in fucceffion ; the fourth is for them a general reft 
day, during which they are not allowed to bufy themfelves in tillage. The men, who 
repofe habitually, work {till lefs on that day. They walk, fport, and go to market. The 


miffionaries have never been able to procure from the negroes any explanation of this - 


period of four days, which forms their week. They know neither months nor years. 
‘When they reckon time, which they rarely do, it is by moons and feafons ;- thus to 
make them underftand that our Lord offered himfelf for the falvation of men at thirty- 
three years of age, we tell them that he was fixty-fix feafons old. 

It was matter of furprife to fee peopke who count nothing, not even their age, fhould 
have like us the ufe of numbers, which they carry even to infinity. . They begin by nu- 
merating like us, one, two, three, &c. &c. as far as ten: inftead of faying ten, they 
fay tithing, and they continue tithing one, tithing two, tithing three, up to twenty : 
then they fay two tithings, next two tithings one, two tithings two, two tithings,three, 
&c. they numerate them as far as nine tithings nine ; then they fay a hundred, and begin 
again ; when they come to ten hundreds, they employ a term which anfwers to a thoufand ; 
and they thus continue to numerate as far as millions and milliards. Numbers are 
{ometimes inatters of entertainment to the fages of the country. 

It is commonly at night-fall that the negroes make their fecond repaft; it is not 
more fplendid than the firit. In the evening they light torches, which are of the fize of 
thofe which our lacqueys carry behind carriages ; they are made of an odoriferous gum, 
which diftils plentifully from one of the foreft trees, and which petrifie in rollers. Inftead 
of putting their wick in the torch, they put the torch into the wick, by invefting the 
rollers with flax and bits of dry wood. ‘Thefe torches throw up a light fmoke, which 
Snreande an acreeable adanr ta 2 creat diffance  £Althouch the nichts are never cold. 
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halations from the earth, is rendered thick and unwholefome. .Their hearth, when no 
rain falls, is in the middle of the court. That is alfo the place where they take their 
evening repaft. Immediately after fupper they retire to their huts, and ‘lie down on 
their mats, unlefs fome neighbour comes to talk, or they have to dance in honour 
of a dead perfon, which very often happens; becaufe they are accuftomed, as we fhall 
fee in the fequel» to dance for feveral months for their neareft relatives, and in pro. 
portion for others, and each for their friends. On thefe occafions they watch the 
greater part of the night, and fleep by day. 


CHAP. XU. — Of the Government. 


THE government with thefe people is purely defpotic. They fay their lives and 
goods belong to the king; that he may difpofe of and deprive them of them when he 
pleafes, without form of procefs, and without their having any thing to complain of, 
~ In his prefence they pay marks of refpeét which refembie adoration. ‘The individuals 
of the lower claffes are perfuaded that his power is not confined to the earth, and that 
he has credit enough to make rain fall from heaven: hence they fail not, when a con- 
tinuance of drought makes them fearful about the harveft, to reprefent to him that if he 
does not take care to water ‘the lands of his kingdom, they will die of hunger, and 
will find it impoffible to make him the ufual prefents. ; 

‘The king, to fatisfy the people, without however compromifing himfelf with heaven, 
devolves the affair on one of his minifters, to whom he gives orders to caufe to fall - 
without delay upon the plains as much rain as is wanted to fertilize them. "When the 
minifter fees a cloud which he prefumes muft fhed rain, he fhews himfelf in public, as 
if to exercife the orders of his prince. The women and children troop around him, 
crying with all their might Give us rain, give us rain: and he promifes them fome. 

The king, who reigns aga defpot over the people, is often difturbed in the exercife 
of his power, by the princes his vaffals, many of whom are not much inferior to him in 
force. ‘Thefe princes voluntarily acknowledge their dependance fo long as the king 
exaéts nothing from them which impairs their privileges or pretenfions; but thould 
the fovereign authority feem inclined to conftrain them, they endeavour to withdraw 
themfelves from it by open force and by dint of arms. . 

The flaves are not the moft ill-treated perfong in thefe ftates: the king and the 
princes fpare thofe who belong to them, under the apprehenfion, left, having nothing 
which attaches them to their native-foil, they fhould pafs into the fervice of foreign 
princes, who always very willingly feize the opportunity of augmenting their pof- 
feffions, by affuring to fugitive flaves who are willing to furrender themfelves to them, 
the fame lot and condition in life which they have left. The free negroes are more to 
be pitied, with refpeét to their condition. They are obliged to make prefents to the 
king, in proportion to the number of their flaves, of the lands they till, and the cattle 
they breed. If the king thinks they do not give enough, he fends flaves to their places 
to take what they have. Juft and humane kings do not permit themfelves to make 
thefe cruel exactions; but their minifters, the governors of provinces, and other 
fubaltern officers, often execute them in their name. The people fuffer without com- 
plaining, being perfuaded that the king in defpoiling them, only exercifes his right, 
and confole themfelves with the thought that they fhall always find a few roots of 
manive to fubfift upon. 
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‘This form of adminiftration, as it may be eafily imagined, flifles the very germ of 
emulation ; the arts do not improve, every thing languifhes, Even fuppofing the king 
0 be fole proprietary of the whole kingdom, if his fubjects by paying him a fixed tax, 
in proportion to the lands they could ull, might promile themfelves, like the farmers 
of our fords, to gather in quictnefs the fruits of their labours and their induftry ;_ their 
rich plains which are‘now abandoned would be tilled with care, or covered with cattle ; 
the prince would be the richer for it, and the people would live in a ftate of enjoyment. 
But, contented with a {mall field which yields them a few infipid roots, and the tillage 
of which they leave to the females, they pafs their lives in idlenefs, defpifing the riches, 
of which the king when he pleafes, may fay, “ they are mine.” 

Though the kings do not employ the moft proper means for promoting the welfare 
of their fubjeéts, they hold this as a principle, that it is their intereft as well as their 
duty, to occupy themfelves with the care of rendering them happy, and maintaining 
peace and jultice among them. Every day they pafs feveral hours in deciding the 
proceffes of thofe who have appealed with them to their tribunals; they hold frequent 
councils; but it is rare that they have a real friend, and a difinterefted man among 
thofe whom they invite thither. The minifters ftand charged with the execution of 
whatever has been determined in the king’s council; but as this prince blindly defers 
to them, it frequently happens, that, while occupied with the details of juftice, he 
pacifies the differences of a few families, one of his minifters, in his name, though 
without his knowledge, fpreads trouble and defolation over a whole province. 

The prineipal minifters are the ma-ngovo, the ma-npontou, the ma-kaka, the m-fouka, 
* and the ma-komba. The ma-ngovo, whom we call mangove, is the minifter for foreign 
affairs, and the introducer of foreigners at court. The ma-npontou is affociated to the 
department of the mangove, and reprefents him when abfent. The ma-kaka is minifter 
of war, and even generaliflimo of the armies. It is he who caufes the troops to ‘be 
muftered in time of war, who appoints their officers, reviews them, and alfo leads 
them to battle. The m-fouke, whom the French call mafouque, is minifter of com- 
merce. He makes frequent voyages on the fea coafts, where are the warehoufes and 
factories of the Europeans. He is obliged, by the nature of his office, to make 
frequent reprefentations of the ftate of the exchanges which are made between the 
Europeans and the Africans, and to take care that no frauds are committed on either 
fide. He alfo prefides over the recovery of the droits which the king exatts from 
flrangers who trade in his ftates; and he is charged with the general police of the 
markets. The ma-kimba is grand mafter of the waters and forefts. It is he who has 
the infpection of all the boatmen, fifhermen, and hunters; and it is to him that the 
fifh and game intended for the king are directed. They reckon alfo in the number of 
minifters a ma-nibanza, a main-bile, and {ome others whofe funétions are unknown. 

‘Thefe minifters have no offices or houfes of bufinefs as ours have; they even know 
not how either to read or write: with the exception of a {mall number of important 
affairs, they difpatch all others on the fpot, and as foon as they prefent themfelves, in 
order not io run the rifk of forgetting them. , Their clerks are intelligent flaves whom 
they fend into the towns and provinces, to fignify to private individuals, as well as 
perfons in place, the king’s intentions. In all the provinces and in all the towns, there 
is a governor for the king. The chiefs of the villages are alfo king’s officers; they admi- 
nifter juftice in hisname. They are the more exact in requiring that every one fhall make 
prefents proportioned to his revenues, inafmuch as they themfelves are charged with 
the receipt and tranfmiffion of them to court. The peafants are frequently obliged to 
sompound with them, and to make them particular prefents in order to ranfom them- 
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felves from the vexations which thofe officers are difpofed to infli& in the name of the 
king. He, for example, who has four goats, in order not to be conftrained to give 
three of them to the-king, or even to give up the whole four, begins by. making a 
prefent of the fineft among them to the chief of the village, who will then content him. 
felf with a fecond for the king. The king alone nominates perfons to all ftate 
offices, and he does it in council. There is no examination as to who might be the 
fubjeéts moft worthy of holding them, but who are they who offer moft for them. 
The lucrative governments are ufually adjudged to the relatives of the minifters, or to 
the minifters themfelves. The day on which the king has nominated a perfon to an 
important place, is always a featt day in the capital. “The province alfo, in which the 
officer is to exercife his charge, makes great rejoicing when he arrives to take poffeffion 
of it: and the poor people, who when they are fuffering always expect that a change 
mutt be for the better, run finging and dancing before him who has juft bought, at the 
higheft price, the right of defpoiling them with impunity, and on behalf of the king. 


CHAP. XIV. — Of the Princes and the Rights of the Crown. 


THE crown among thefe people is not hereditary, as feveral authors aver, who in 
this point as well as in an infinite number of others, merely copy each other’s errors. 
There is in each kingdom a family, or if you pleafe a clals of princes, for they are 
very numerous, and they know not the order of their genealogy {0 correétly as to know if 
they be of a common origin. It is fufficient to be prince in order to have the right of 
pretending to’ the crown : ‘and it mutt neceffarily be fo, in order to poffefs certain noble 
fiefs which are held more immediately on that tenure. 

- No. nobles are known in thefe countries, except the princes, and nobility does not 
defcend except by the females, fo that all the children of a princefs-mother are princes 
or princeffes, though begotten by a plebeian father ; as, on the other hand, the children 
of a prince, or even thofe of a king, are not nobles, unlefs their father has married a 
princefs, which fcarcely ever happens, becaufe the princeffes, as we have already 
remarked, have the privilege of obliging their hufbands to have only a fingle wife, 
and becaufe the princes and the kings generally ‘prefer marrying plebeian females, and 
feeing their nobility terminate with them, to renouncing the rights of polygamy. 

On the death of every king there is always an interregnum, during which are cele- 
brated the obfequies of the defuné, who is commonly interred after the lapfe of fome 
years. The kingdom is then governed bya regent, who takes the title of ma-boman, 
that is to fay, lerd of terror, becaufe he has the right of making himfelf feared 
throughout the whole kingdom. It is the king who in his lifetime nominates the 
ma-boman: the law itfelf, in order to prevent the inconveniences of anarchy, obliges 
him to defignate two'of them, the fecond of whom, in cafe the firft dies, is charged 
swith the affairs of ftate until they have proceeded to the election of a new king. It is 
during this interregnum that the pretenders to the crown, from their canvafs, and by 
means of prefents and promifes, uy to render the eleftors favourable to themfelves, 
‘Thefe electors are the princes, the minifters, and the regent. The actual king of 
Loango was not elected till after an interregnum of feven years, and his predeceffor, 
who died in 1766, is not yet buried; this delay was oceafioned by a conteft which 
arofe between the citizens of Loango, who pretend that the prince ought to be interred 
in his capital; and thofe of Loanguilli, the ufual burial place of the kings, who will 
not cede their privilege. However, as the difference was not made up, and the time 
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determined by ufage for the interment of the Eing had-expired feveral years before, it 
was tholight that the election of his fuccéfor anight be proceeded ‘in, and he has now 
ecenpied' the throne four years: | °~ 

“ In certain kingdoms the prince himfelf defignates his fucceffor ; but all the fovereigns 
have not this right ; it is contefted againft the Kings of Loango and n’-Goio. The king 
defignates his fucceffor by putting him in poffefiion of a fief which cannot be poffefled 
except by him who is to fucceed to the crown. This fief is called Kaia, and the Prince 
to whom the king gives the inveftiture of it, quits all other titles to affume that of 
ma-kaia. From the day on which the ma-kaia has taken poffeffion of his Jordfhip, en- 
trance into the capital is forbidden him, until the king be dead and buried. The king, 
either in order not to remove to a diftance from his perfon him whom he loves well 
enough to make his fucceffor, or to hold all the princes ftri€ly attached to his intereft, 
by letting each of them enjoy his hope of having the choice fixed on him, defers’as long 
as he can the having a ma-kaia proclaimed. — It even happens fometimes that-not being 
able to refolve, on creating anumber of mal-contents by preference of one, he dies without: 
having nominated his fucceffor. It is but a few years fince the king of Loango, now very 
old, declared his, Though according to the laws of certain ftates the right of the ma- 
kaias to the crown be inconteftible, as it has not been conferred but by the choice of one 
‘man, it is never refpeéted fo much as that would be, which fhould be founded on the 
order of truth ; and after a powerful prince, jealous of a preference with which he perhaps 
had flattered himfelf, raifesa part of the kingdom in revolt, and declares war on the new 
king. No one doubts, in the kingdom of Kakongo, that after the death of the adtual 
king the crown may be difputed againit the ma-kaia by the ma-nboukou, or prince who 
is below him in dignity, but furpaffes him in power, and neglects nothing to conciliate 
the favour of the people. ; 

It is here rather than any where elfe, that every one is enabled to fect how advan- 
tageous it is for a ftate, that the fovereign authority fhould be perpetuated in the fame 
family by an invariable order and fucceffion ; and if thofe pretended fages, who pafs 
themfelves, for protetors of mankind in matters of government as well as of religion, 
had gone through a courfe of politics in thefe countries in the fchool of experience, they 
would doubtlefs not be feen to attack with their pens a form of government the moft 
wifely eftablifhed for enfuring the happinefs and tranquillity of the people; and they 
would be forced to agree that hereditary fovereignty with all its inconveniencies, a 
neceflary confequence of all human eftablifhments, has ineftimable advantages oven an 
elective form of government. In faét when a king dies without having defignated his 
fucceffor, and in kingdoms where he has no tight to defignate one, it is as it were beeome 
cuftomary to celebrate his obfequies by battles, and for the country to become the theatre 
of civil war; fuch refults are‘expected and prepared for. ‘This happened very lately in 
the little kingdom ofn’-Goio : The prince who was eleGted kiag had to fuftain his election 
with arms in hand, againft the ma-ntoakou of the fame kingdom. ‘The latter, finding 
himfelf too weak to maintain a campaign againit the royal army with his own forces alone, 
contracted an alliance with the count of Logno, a powerful prince, feudatory at Congo, 
the ftates of which border on the kingdom of n’-Goio, The Count gathered his troops 
together, led them in perfon to the »-anboukeu, who by the help of thefe fuccours faw 
himfelf in a condition to feek out his enemy, before whom he was flying previoufly. 
‘The armies met, and battle was given, the king’s troops were defeated ; he himfelf made 
prifoner, and the m-anboukou, who felt no horror at confirming the crime of rebellion by 

- a ftill greater crime, had his fovereign’s head chopped off. Deeming himfelf in peaceable 
pofleflion of the kingdom he had juft ufurped, he wanted to difmifs the army of his allies, 
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but this was what the count of Logno did not underftand, and affuming a tone of autho- 
rity with the pretended king, told him that every body knew he held the crown by in- 
conteftible rights ; that if he would himfelf acknowledge them, he would treat him as a 
friend ; but if he pfetended te difpute them with him, he knew how to avail himfelf of 
the armsin his hand. In fact; the war was renewed, and lafted feveral years, during 
which the trade of the Europeans was interrupted on thofe coafts; it has juft been tar- 
minated, but no‘one yet knows whether by a treaty of peace, or by the death of one or- 
both of the combatants. 


- CHAP, XV. — Of the Laws, and the manner in which Yuftice isadminiflered. 


THERE are few laws among thefe people, and they are not written. ‘Thefe are 
preferved by ufage and tradition ; there is no one ignorant of the cafes which incur pair 
of death, and of thofe for which the offender becomes the flave of the perfon offended ¢ 
murder and poifoning are punifhed with death, and confifcation of a part of the culprit’s. 
goods to the profit of the heirs of the deceafed. It is very rare that a negro openly 
attempts the life of another : but the Europeans, according to an old prejudice, believe 
that many die among them by poifon; and they themfelves, through an excefs of 
‘fimplicity ‘believing their nation capable of hurrying into atrocities Which are by no 
means chara¢tereftic of it, do not fail to attribute to poifon all fudden deaths, and 
thofe which are-preceded by certain violent difeafes. The relatives of the deceafed on: 
thefe occafions confult divines and forcerers, and know whom they are to come upon ¢ 


but it_is enough to dwell awhile in the country in order to perceive that they flandet - 


themfelves, and that thefe vague fufpicions of poifon or malefactions, the pretended 
authors’of which are never convicted, are with them, as with all credulous people ia 


Robbery is not punifhed. with death ; but he who is taken in the att of ftealing, even 
things of the fmalleft value, is condemned to become the flave of the perfon he has robbed,. 
unlefs he can make it up with him, by furnifhing him with a flave in kind or in value. 
‘The fame penalty lies againft any one who fhall infult a prince, or a minifter, even by 
words. We have feen that he who was convicted of adultery, was given up asa flave to 
the offended party. Only the princeffes have the right of infifting on the punifhment of 
death for the faithleffnefs of their hufbands. : : 

All the ordinances of the king are arbitrary, and commonly bear the ftamp of the: 
moft abfolute defpotifm. It is a maxim generally adopted by fovereigns, and regarded 
as a cardinal] point of their policy, that the multitude may be reftrained by fevere rules ; 
but each makes an application of this principle with more or lefs difcretion, according. 
to his humanity, his fenfe, or his council. By an ill-judged zeal with regard to order 
and policy, princes, otherwife well intentioned, fometimes profcribe as crimes and on pain 
of death abufes which would difappear on the menace. of the flighteft penifhment.. 
‘The miffionaries, on their arrival at Kakongo, having been troubled for feveral days in 
fucceffion by fome individuals who affeGted to fing and cry around their dweiling, car-- 
ried their’ complairits to the king. when they had occafion to go and fee him; he promifed 
them that he would reftore order ; in fact, they were very much furprifed on the fame 

“day to hear prcclaimed an ordinance, denouncing pain of death on all perfons, of what- 
ever age: or condition they might be, who fhould dare in future to difturb the repofe 
- of the miffionarics, The firfl time they went to falute the prince he atked 

: them, 


gination. - 


our country places, the pure effect of ignorance, and the chimera of a clouded imae. - 
* 
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them, ifany one had fince molefted. them, and he told.them, the firft man they. de~ 
nounced fhould lofe his head. The.reaon they aflign for this feverity in punifhing flight 
faults with the fame vigour asthe. greateft, is, that the eafier it is to abftain from the thing 
forbidden, or to do what is. ordained, the lefs excufable is the difobedience; and the 
more. of courfe does it deferve to be feverely punifhed. 

‘When the king is inclined to pafs a law, he affembles his minifters and principal officers, 
and after having taken their advice, he declares his final will, which they caufe to be 
known immediately by the governors of the provinces. The latter publifh the law, by 
a herald, in all the markets which they hold in all the towns and villages of their govern- 
ment ; and they are charged jointly with’the governors of the towns to fee it duly exe- 
cuted. It is alfo in council that the king appoints perfons to vacant charges and offices ; 
fixes the price of goods, and regulates all that concerns trade and police. 

The governors of the towns and the chiefs of villages are at the fame time judges civil and 
criminal. They have aright of fentencing to flavery and even to death ; but it is open to 
every one to appeal from their fentence to the tribunal of the governor general of the 
province, and in the laft refort to the king himfelf. - 

The room where the king gives his audiences and adminifters juftice, is a fort 
of hall; heisfeated on the ground upon a carpet, having round him feveral affeffors 
whom he confults on difficult.cafes. ‘There are always feen a great number of negroes 
at hisaudiencess Some attend from cvriofity, others from the intereft they take in the 
affairs that are to be decided. When the king is ready to hear the parties, he orders 
the officers to confront them in his prefence ; often in this country they do not plead by 
counfel, unlefs in cafe of ficknefs, when one of the nearelt relatives takes charge of the 
_ affair. The pleaders in appearing before the judge always begin by making him a {mall 
prefent. The party pretending to’be lefed, {peaks firft, and as long as he pleafes. 
"The. women plead their caufes themfelves, like the men. One party never interrupts 
the adverfe party ; he waits till the other has done, in order to repel falfehoods and 
bad faith. If the faéts be contefted, and there be witnefles, the king orders them to 
make depofition of what they know; if there be no witneffes, and the affair be of 
fome importance, as thofe generally are in which appeal is made to the king, the decifion 
is deferred until ampler information is brought ; then the minifters charge certain intelli- 
gent. negroes, whofe employ pretty nearly anfwers to that of our police fpies, to difcover 
the truth. They repair to the places where the people of the country talk ; and fome- 
times addrefs the parties themfelves and try to infinuate themfelves into their confidence, 
in order to worm out the fecret. They rarely return withqut having the information 
neceflary to ferve as foundation for judgement. j 

“ When any one is accufed of a crime of which they cannot conviét him, they permit 
him to juftify himfelf by drinking the Aafz. The kaffa is prepared by infufing in water 
a bit of wood fo called. This potion is a true poifon to weak ftomachs, which have not 
ftrength to throw it up immediately.” He who ftands the proof is declared innocent, and 
his accufer is condemned asa‘flanderer. If the fault of which the pretended culprit is 
accufed does not deferve death, as foon as they perceive him juft ready to expire they 
make him take an antidote, which excites vomiting, and brings him back to life ; but they 
condemn him asa culprit to the penalty fixed by law. 

The inhabitants of the country have the greateft faith in this cordial.- The princes 
and lords fometimes caufe kaffa to be taken in order to clear up their fufpicions, but 
they mutt firft obtain the king’s permiffion to do fo, which is not difficult when the fuf- 
picions are of weighty concern. ~ 

About two years ago, a prince of the kingdom of Kakongo, who fufpected that a defign 
had. been entertained of poifoning him, caufed all the people of his houfehold to take 


haffa 
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Aaffa; 8 great number of them died, and among others, a man of his officers whom 
he moft loved, ahd who paffed in the country for the honefteft marin his fervice. 

If the accufed does not appear to anfwer him who prefers a complaint againft him, the 
king fends fervants to feek him, who are at once tipftaves, ferjeants, bailiffs, mar- 
fhalmen. Thofe who have to dread being condemned to death try to quit the 
kingdom, and take refuge with fome foreign prince, who receives them among his — 
flaves. 

‘Lhere are no public prifons. When the king thinks fit to fuperintend the execution 
of any criminals, they are held by the neck toa piece of forked wood, eight or ten feet 
long, and too heavy for them to bear up in their hands, fo that they remain captives in the 
open plain. It has been fometimes feen that not being able to walk forward becaufe the 
piece of wood cut their breath, they tried to drag themfelves backwards: but no one ran 
after them, becaufe it is well known they could not go very far. Thefe vagabond pri- 
foners have no other nourifhment than that which is given them through compafhion. 
No one thinks of delivering them ; he who did fo, would be put in their place, if 
difcovered. 

As there are few laws in this country, the f{cience of jurifprudence is not, properly 
fpeaking, any thing but the knowledge of the human heart, which is acquired by expe- 
rience. The caufes, moreover, being never diftorted by the fubtilties of chicanery ; 
let but the kings apply themfelves; and the neceflity they are under of terminating every 
day of themfelves the differences of their fubjeCts, puts them in a way to judge with wile 
dom and equity. “When the king has pronounced fentence the parties retire, teftifyi 
by exterior marks of refpeét, that they abide by his judgment. The governors 
the provinces, towns, and villages, follow the fame method as the king in the adminiftra- 
tion of juftice. : 


CHAP. XVI. — On fame particular ufages of the Kings of Kakongo. 


BY an ufage of which the inhabitants are equally ignorant of the origin and the 
end, and which they regard as holding effentially to the conftitution of their monarchy, - 
the kings of Kakongo cannot poffefs or even touch the different forts of merchandize 
which come from Europe, except metals, arms, and articles made of wood and ivory. 
The Europeans and the negroes who are cloathed in European ftuffs are not admitted 
into their palaces.* It is to be prefumed that the firft legiflator of the nation muft have 
impofed this law on the fovereigns in order to retard the progrefs of luxury, and attach 
the people by the example of their mafters to do without any thing from foreigners, and 
feek fupplies for their wants in their own induftry. But as the law binds the king 
alone, he is the only one who obferves it. All the fubjetts, even his minifters, traffic indif- 
criminately in all kinds of goods that are brought them; they make ule of the viduals 
and liquors of Europe ; and thofe who are clad in foreign ftuffs are exonerated from the 
offence by changing their drefles when they go to the king’s houfes. 

This prince eats in one room and goes to drink in another: he eats in private, and 
drinks in public: his common beverage is palm-wine. The hall where he drinks is clofed 
only on three fides, and is pretty much like a great coach-houle. There is always a great 
number of negroes who affift in the ceremony of the king’s drinking ; that is the time they 


* The king of Kakongo is permitted to receive European goods in his palace, provided he do not 
touch them. They who wear clothes made of foreign ftuffs sie great care to keep ata certain diftance 
froin his perfon, for fear of touching him. He drinks to the found of a little bell m the Audience Hall. 
I fated the prefent king to bei26 years of age: heisturned 128. A gentleman, M. De Foligny, captain of 
a veffel of Nantes, who faw him lait year, and hunted with him, aflures me, that his age was known to all the. 
navigators whe frequent the coat of Loango. 

choofe 
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choofe for paying court tohim. When the king appears, every body places himfelf in 
the moft refpeétiul attitude ; his cup-bearer gives him drink in a veffel of the country 
make; and at the fame time a ganga, who is at once his phyfician, his forcerer, and his 
major-domo, begins toring a hittle bell, crying with all his might Tina foua, tina foua, 
profrate yourfelves or begone. Then ail prefent, except the ganga, full” flat with ‘their 
faces on the ground. « ‘{hey think the king would dic if any of his fubjects were to fee 
him drink. When hehas drunk the ganga leaves off ringing and crying ; every one rifes, 
_ clapping his hands, and the king goes to finith his dinner, 

By an ufage equally fingular the king of Kakongo is cbliged to drink a draught at 
every caule which he decides ; and fometimes he decides fifty at a fitting; but palm- 
wine is merely a refrefhing liquor. If he were not to drink the fentence would not be 
legal. They then obferve the fame ceremonial 2s when he drinks during his repafts, 
He holds his audience daily from funrife, that is to fay, about fix o’clock, until there are 
no more caufes to try. He is very rarely at liberty before eleven in the forenoon. 

The now reigning king is generally beloved and elteemed by his fubjedts, for his 
patience in hearing and his wifdom in judging. His age (one hundred and twenty-fix 
years) which gives him the fuperiority of experience over all the judges in this kingdom, 
has not weakened the vigour of his mind. 

When the king falls fick the firft care of his phyficians is to publifh the intelligence 
in all the provinces of his kingdom. At this news every one is obliged to kill a cock, 
nobody knows why. ‘The moft fenfible among them laugh at this foolery, and fay that the 
dead cock does more good tothem, than to the king, becaufe they eat it. But they raife a 
great outcry againft a ufage equally whimfical and more hurtful to fociety ; it is, not to till 
theground throughout the whole extent of the kingdom for feveral months fromthe date 
of the king’s death, and during a fimilar {pace of time in the province wherea prince ora 
princefs has died. The miffionaries one day heard fome negroes faying to each other, 
“We mutt furely be very mad to fubmit to fuch ridiculous ufages. How ! becaufe the 
king isdead of ficknefs, {hall all his fubjects expofe themfelves to die of hunger?” Yet 
ufage and fuperftition prevail over reafon. 


CHAP. XVII. — Of the Trade. 


THE principal trade of thefe people is that in flaves, whom they fell to the Euro. 
peans, that is to fay, to the French, the Englith, and the Dutch, who tranfport them 
to their American Colonies. The flaves taken from Loango and other neighbouring 
kingdoms, pafs for the blackeft and moft robuft in Africa. They are taken in war by 
thofe who fell them. In the interior of the territory there aré hoftile people irrecou- 
cilable to thofe of whom we are fpeaking. ‘The latter fay they are cruel and ferocious, 
that they drink human blood, and eat as many victims as they can take. It is by way 
of reprifals that they themfelves wage open war on them, and they pretend that they 
treat them humanely, contenting themfelves with felling them to the Europeans at the 
fame time when they have aright to deprive them of life. “this war, though continual, 
does not however trouble the tranquillity of the kingdom, becaufe it is carried on far 
beyond the frontiers by certain individuals, and, properly fpeaking, it is lefs a war than 
a chafe ; but one in which the hunter is often liable to become the prey of the game 
he follows. 

Tho‘e who have made captives fell them to merchants of the country, or bring them 
to the coafts, but they are not allowed themfelves to. fell them to the Europeans : they 
are obliged to addrels themfelves to brokers, nominated by the minifter of commerce, 
who treat with the captains of thips. ‘hefe flaves are ellimated according to their age, 
fex, and ftrength ; they pay for them in European goods, 

9 Though 
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Though the different kingdoms of which we are fpeaking be not far diftant from 
each other; the manner of valuing goods and turning flaves to account is not 
uniform among them. On the coafts of Malimha and Cabinda, that is to fay, in the 
kingdoms of Kakongo and n’Goie, they reckon by goods; and in Loango by pieces ; 
what they call goods, isa piece of cotton or Indian cloth ten or fourteen ells long. The 
_ hegroes before ftriking a bargain go and mark off at the captain’s ftore, which is on the 
fea fide, the pieces of ftuffs they choofe to take 3 and he who has fold four flaves at 
fifteen goods a head, goes to receive fixty pieces of the ftuffs marked off. In the king- 
doms where they buy by goods it is cuftomary to give for each flave what is called 
the over and above, which commonly confilts of three or four guns and as many fwords ; 
fifteen pots of brandy, fifteen pounds of gunpowder, and fome dozens of knives. If 
thefe articles be not always given them, others are fubitituted as an equivalent. 

At Loango they reckon by pieces, and every fort of goods is entered ina line of 
the account with the ftuffs to form the piece; thus, when they fay a flave cofts thirty 
pieces, it does not mean he cofts thirty pieces of ftuffs, but thirty times the ideal value 
which they think fit to fix on, and call a piece ; fo that a fipgle piece of ftuff is fometimes 
eftimated at two or three pieces, as fometimes feveral objects muft form a fingle piece. 
This difference in the manner of reckoning is nothing at bottom, and the price of flaves 
is nearly the fame in all the kingdoms bordering on Loango. 

It is poflible by infpeCting the following account to eftimate the real value of the © 
piece, and to fee what are the goods which commionly pafs among the negroes in ex- 
change for flaves, 

I have paid to the Ma-nboukou, for the flave Makviota, twenty-two years of age, 
whom he has fold meat thirty pieces, 


An indienne of fourteen ells valued at two and a half pieces - at 

Two guineas (they are cotton cloths dyed deep blue) each valued at 
two and a half pieces - - - 5 

A chaffelat (white grape), and a bajutapeau (hog’s cheek), fourteen 
ells each (they are cotton cloths), eftimated at four pieces . 

A neganopeau of 14 ells and a great nicané of gi ells (other cotton 
cloths), eftimated at three and a half pieces - : 34 

A piece of handkerchiefs of g ells, eftimated at a piece and a half Ii 


A rod (about an ell and a quarter of thick woollen ftuff) eftimated at a 
piece - - 5 

A girdle of red cloth (an ell long by one foot broad) eftimated at a piece 

Two common guns, valued at two pieces - 

Two barrels of gunpowder (about slbs. each) valued at two pieces 

‘Two bags of leaden mufket balls, (weight 3lbs. each) valued at half a piece 

‘Two fwords, valued at each a quarter of a piece 7 

‘T'wo dozens of common fheath knives, eftimated at half a piece 

Two bars of iron (weight both together 2olb.) valued at a piece 

Five pots of Dutch ware, valued at half a piece - Os 

Four barrels of brandy, each containing five pots, valued at four pieces 4 

Yen ftrings of bugles (glafs beads, of which chaplets are made) valued 
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at half a piece O+ 
Total 30 pieces. 
I have paid moreover to the broker for his trouble the value of fix 
pieces in guns, powder, fwords, and brandy - : 6 pieces. 
General total 36 pieces, 
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Befides the pieces determined on for each flave, the captain mutt alfo, ere the bar. 
gain be clofed, make a prefent to the Mafouka and the brokers who have ferved him 
beft, and whom he is very glad to attach to himfelf: thefe prefents are made in coral, 
fervices of plate, carpets, and other moveables, more or lefs precious. 

Slaves are at prefent much dearer than formerly, at leaft to the French ; for they 
may be dear with refpe&t to one nation and not to another; the French, Englifh and 
Dutch alike make their exchanges with goods, but thefe gocds differ; fo that the 
dearth of flaves to one nation depends on the price which fhe herfelf puts on the goods 
fhe carries to the negroes, and this price, as it may be imagined, muft vary by reafon 
of the better or worfe underftanding which reigns among individuals engaged in the 
fame commerce. It would be eafy for them not to pay for flaves more than their juit 
value, or <ven below it, if it were moreover allowable to exercife monopoly and be more 
unjuft towards the barbarian and the ftranger than to the citizen, but through want of 
good underftanding among the captains the reverfe always takes place; the flaves are 
bought as it were by auétion, and at more than their value. A reafonable price how- 
ever is fometimes fixed, which they agree not to exceed in their purchafes; but even 
then, every one for himfelf, defiring to make a ready bargain, renders this convention 
illufory, by a tacit agreement with the brokers, to pay them in fecreta higher price 
for him whom they have publicly bargained for, to fave appearances. ‘The matter 
at prefent has come to this pitch, that the negroes are themfelves afraid left the French 
fhould in the end make up their minds to renounce a commerce which becomes daily 
more and more expenfive to them. An old Mafouka one day came to fee a miffionary 
refpecting this fubje€t, and imagining that the king of France was to be treated with 
in the fame way as the king of Kakongo, and that a miflionary could indifcriminately 
prefide over commerce or announce the gofpel; thou mutt, fays he, “ write to the 
“ king of France, and advife him, for his own advantage and ‘ours, to eftablifh thee 
“ here to fee that the captains of fhips do not buy any more of our flayes below the 
* yeafonable price, for we fee very well, that after having bought them of us too dear 
“© they will finith by buying no more of us at all.” 

The funétion of the brokers is not’ limited to facilitating the flave trade; they are 
alfo charged with fuperintending the execution of the regulations eftablifhed by the king 
or the Mafouka, the moft important of which is, that there fhall not be fold any flaves 
to the Europeans except thofe which have been taken in war or purchafed from abroad. 
Every flave born in the kingdom is under the protection of the Mafouka, and may 
appeal againft his-mafter, fhould he be inclined to fell him to the Europeans, unlefs he 
have given him that right through his own mifcondu& ; for the law authorifes a mafter 
to rid himfelf of a flave, who may have been guilty of bad faith, rebellion, or any other 
crime. The Mafouka of Kakongo, to prevent the violences and frauds which might 
be exercifed in this trade, has iflued prohibitions againit the brokers from traflicking 
in flaves during the night time, or even from introducing them into the ftores of the 
Europeans, under pretext of fhewing them to the captains. ‘They are equally forbidden 
to receive, without an exprels permiffion, advance or eameft for the price of the flaves 
who have not as yet been delivered up.* _ 

The flave trade is the only one which the French carry on, upon thefe coafts; that 
in ivory, monkeys, parrots, and fome other merchandize of that kind, forms an object 
of fo little importance thai they reckon nothing of it. The Englith obtain yearly from 


* The prohibition made by the Mafouka of Kakongo to the brokers, againit receiving advances on the 
price of the flaves they had to deliver, is habitually tranfgrefled under the very eye of that minifter. h 
: the 
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the foreft of Jomba feveral fhips cargoes of a very good red wood for dying, though 
of an inferior quality to that of Brazil. ‘The trade carried on upon the coafts with 
foreigners, interefts, as I have juft obferved, only the {mall number of individuals who 
may be regarded asthe rich and mighty ones of the country. As to the people; knowing 
no need, but that of Yood and clothing in the groffeft and fimpleft manner, théy con- 
fine their traffic to a very few things; there is a market daily in all the towns and 
great villages, it is held in the public place under the fhade of fome thick trees. They 
fell fmoke-dried fifh, manioc and other roots, falt, palm-nuts, fugar-canes, bananas, 
fig bananas, and fome other fruits. It is on feaft days that the greateft afflux of 
buyers and fellers is feen. No fraud is known in the market; a mother fends thither 
a child fix years old, convinced that they will not deceive him. It is not neceflary 
to underftand the language in order to buy, no one ever cheapens or bargains ; all 
goods are divided equally in fmall portions of the ftandard weight, and each portion is 
worth a macouta. ‘There is not much greater rifk of being cheated in the quality than 
in the quantity; one perfon’s falt and manioc is worth the falt and manioc of another. 
Thus, without taking the trouble of comparing one dealer’s goods with thofe of another, 
they take from the firft they find as many {mall packets as they have macoutas to give, 
and make.room for others. 


CHAP. XVII. — Of Wars: 


IN thefe countries where the crown is elective, the death of the kings, according to 
a remark already made, is as it were the fignal of a civil war. A prince who, am- 
bitious enough to dire&t his views to the throne, has no reafon to count on the favour 
of the ele€tors, makes"his vaffals take up arms to force their fuffrages, or to. difpute 
the crown with him whom they may have preferred. If he fears that his party may 
not be the ftrongeft, he addreffes himfelf to a foreign prince, who, for a few pieces of 
European ftuffs, or veffels of filver, fends him a whole army. 

The reciprocal pretenfions of the fovereigns to certain provinces, or even on thé ftates 
bordering on theirs, are the common pretext of all wars between people of different 
kingdoms. All thefe barbarous kings have their chimera in this refpe&t, which they 
realize when a favourable opportunity offers; it is thus that the count of Sagos has 
juft availed himfelf of his pretenfions to the kingdom of n’Goio. ‘The king of Congo 
claims the kingdom of Kakongo as a province of_his ftates ; and the-king of Kakongo, 
doubtlefs by way of reprifals, never calls himfelf any other title than Ma-Congo, king of 
Congo, inftead of Ma-Kakong king of Kakongo, a title given him by foreigners, and 
the only one that fuits him. Thefe pretenfions are not always unfounded ; many fmall 
kingdoms or fovereign ftates, which at the prefent day fhare Africa among them, were 
originally provinces dependent on other kingdoms, the particular governors of which 
ufurped the fovereignty. It is not a long time fince the Sogno ceafed to be a province 
of the kingdom of Congo. % 

The fovereigns of thefe countries maintain no regular troops. When a king has 
determined on war, his Makaka, minifter of war and generaliffimo of his armies, tran{- 
mits orders to the princes and governors of provinces, to levy troops; the latter never 
fail to lead to the rendezvous the quota demanded of them. If the Mzkaka in the 

_ review he makes of his armies thinks it does not cover.a fuffictent {pace of ground, he 
has only to fay a word in the king’s name and in a few days he finds it more a 
4F2 y 
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by half. Among thefe people, as among’ the ‘ancient Romans, every citizen in a ftate 
to bear arms isa foldier of need ; but a very bad foldier. 

They who march on fome military expedition never fail to paint their whole bodies 
red, confident that this colour will render them invulnerable to fire arms ; part of them 
wear panaches, even greater and richer in colours than thofe with which our ladies of 
the great world adorn themfelves at the prefent day; but they regard them lefe-as 
ornaments than as {carecrows to infpire their foes with dread. Many are alfo perfuaded 
that certain feathers of certain birds arranged in a certain guife on their caps have the 
virtue of putting danger afide; and placing their head in fafety. All take with them 
viduals for a few days, and what arms they can procure, for. they have none furnithed 
them. Thefe troops advance on either part without order and without difcipline ; and 
the chiefs.who command them feem rather to perform the fun@tion of thepherds or 
herdfmen, than that of generals of armies. If a meeting take place they fall to direétly, 
and each, regardlefs of rank, inattentwe to order, goes right upon the enemy he has in 
his head ; the battle always begins with diforder and confufion, foon ending by:a general 
rout or a complete vitory. All depends on the firft fhock, the party thit fuftains 
it with moft vigour cannot fail to remain majfter of the field of battle. The combats 
are neither bloody nor obftinate: the ation is fearce commenced ere fright feizes 
one or both armies. To determine on a general flight, there only needs that of fome fol- 
diers who have {een a comrade of theirs falt by their fides, in an infant.all is diffipated, 
and the whole is difbanding. Then the vitors purfue the vanquifhed, fticking to no 
employ but that of making prifoners, ‘whom they fell.as flaves to the Europeans. | 

But it is very rare that the armies advance thus to encounter each other with the 
intention of coming to blows. The great art of making war is to avoid an enemy and 
to pounce on the villages known to be abandoned, in order to pillage them, reduce 
them to athes, and take fome prifoners there. So that-no reffftance be found, they 
advance fiercely, burn and fack every thing, and often both armies are defpoiling, each 
on their fide, at once, on the hoftile territories. They then return, always avoiding an 
encounter except in cafe a favourable opportunity occurs. for making. prifoners. If the 
makaka hears that a hoftile party is to pafs along a wood, or through fome defile, he 
puts a much ftronger body in ambufh, which bounces fuddenly upon it, furrounds it, 
and mafters it without fighting. : , 

The armies in general do.not make long campaigns, a war is fometimes over in lefs 
than eight days. When the foldiers have eaten the provifions they brought with’ 
them, and find nore in the hoftile country, or when they want powder and lead, nothing 
can hold them; all, without afking leave, take the road home; and if the king is not fatis- 
fied with this expedition, it refts only with him to prepare another, which terminates by 
defolating the country, without however occaftoning any more bloodfhed. The kings ° 
fometimes make war in perfon; but if they be taken, they have no mercy to expect. 
Their heads are chopped off on the field of battle ; a piece of cruelty which always im- 
plics weaknels in him who performs it, a daftardly and timid foul which fears to repent 
in future of having been generous to an enemy who had fallen into its power. 

It is lefs by their ttrength, as we fee, than by their refpedtive weaknels that thefe 
different {tates maintain themfelves ;, and becaufe the foldiers of one kingdom are 
neither braver nor better commanded than thofe of another. Two hundred men of our 
regular troops, would conquer as much of the country as they could run over; but 
after triumphing over kings and nations, they foon, as ‘if in turn befieged by the aétion 
of the climate, and by all the wants of life, would find themfelves at the difcretion of © 
thofe whom they had infulted but a few days before. It is thus that-providence feems 
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to have wihed to protect thefe poor people, by their very mifery and their weaknefs, 
againft the ambition and cupidity of polifhed nations. 

Though the Negroes do not pique themfelves on courage and valour in fight, they 
however paflionately defire the'reputation of brave men; no greater wrong could be 
uttered toa man, than to call him a coward ; as, on the other hand, no more flattering 
compliment could be paid him, than to fay he has an intrepid and martial air. Beauty 
of countenance is regarded as a defeét in men ; every one envies him whom the fmall- 
pox have worft ufed. Many, in order to give themfelves a terrible air, and through 
a foolith oftentation of firmnefs and courage, make incifions on their vifages, cn their 
fhoulders'and arms. It might be thought, on feeing them after this cruel operation, 
that they had juft been engaged in a fanguinary battle. 

They ufe nothing for ftaunching blood but gunpowder, and their wounds cicatrize 
in a fhort time. A Miffionary.one day afked a Negro, who was getting his vifage fur- 
rowed, why he condemned himfelf to fo much {uffering? ‘* For honour,” faid he, 
« and becaufe, on feeing me, people will fay, there’s a man of heart.” Doubtlefs, 
greater and truer courage would be fhewn, in expofing the perfon to the fteel of his 
foes, than in getting: himfelf flathed with the edge of a knife: but it muft neverthelefs 
be allowed, that men who have conftancy enough to fubmit, through vain-glory, to 
fuch painful operations, would not be incapable of generous actions of another defcrip- 
tion. Nor can it be doubted, that the form of the government which naturally invites 
the people to repofe and floth, is alfo one of the caufes which moft contributes to 
futain their cowardice. A flave, whofe condition is independent of all revolutions, 
will never ruth headlong into dangers, like a foldier whofe intereft is confounded with 
that of his fovereign, and who knows that in fighting for his country, he is alfo fighting 
for the little inheritance which he has received from his fathers. ; 

. 


CHAP. XIX. — Of the Language. 


Among that prodigious mafs of narratives, from which has been formed the general 
hiftory of Voyages and Travels, and an infinity of others publithed every day, no men- 
tion is made of the languages which are {poken in the different countries, the manners 
and ufages of which are defcribed to us 5 and if the authors did not from. time to 
time put into the mouths of the inhabitants of thofe diftant regions, fome words of 
which they know the meaning, we fhould be tempted to beleve, that only dumb@ 
people had travelled among thofg nations. All feem to have agreed on obferving the 
profoundeft filence on this matter, either becaufe it appeared to them foreign to the 
province of hiftory, and far from proper to ftimulate the curiofity of the readers, or 
more probably, becaufe they had not made a ftay long enouglr among the people of 
whom they {peak to us, to learn their language, and undertake to give us an idea of 
it. Be it as it may, all will agree at leaft, that whatever relates to the language, its 
genius, its relation with other known languages, even itemechaniim and its flow are 
not traits which would look mifplaced in the hiftorical picture of a nation; and if we 
have to dread offending the delicacy of fome of our readers, by referring them to the 
a, b, c, we dare hope that the greater number, and thofe efpecially who love the 
{ciences, and cultivate the languages, will not be forry to add to their acquirements, 
fome fuccin& notions of a language which, confidering it to be that of a barbarous 
people, is not on that account lefs interefting. : 

The 
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The idiom of Kakongo, nearly the fame with that of Loango, n’Goio-famba, and 
other fmall circumjacent ftates, differs effentially from that of Congo. Several fimilar 
articles, and a great number of common roots, feem however to indicate that thefe 
languages had a common origin; but they know not which of the two is the mother 
tongue. The clevereft among the Negroes have not the fimalleft idea of the origin and 
progrefs of their language ; they fpeak, fay they, as they have heard their fathers fpeak. 
It has been thought that there might be perceived fome marked conneétions between 
this language and fome ancient tongues, efpecially the Hebrew, Greek, and Latin. 

Though the Miffionaries, in confidering the richnefs and beauty of the language, 
fufpected that it was formerly written, nothing however has been found capable of 
convincing them ; they have no where found any traces of writing, nor any veltiges of 
“figns which might ftand in its ftead. he Negroes confider it as a fort of prodigy, that the 
Europeans, by means of certain characters, communicate ideas, and converfe at a hun- 
dred or a thoufand leagues diftance, as if they were prefent; but they did not even 
fofpeé that it was poffible to introduce this marvellous art into their language, and 
fill lefs that it could be prattifed even with the moft limited capacity. Writing, in fac 
the fineft invention of the human mind, if its origin be not divine, has fomething in 
it which aftonifhes reafon; and, had we not the.ufe of it, we fhould doubtlefs feel 
the fame fentiments as did thefe barbarians, at the recital made to them of its valu-. 
able advantages, which often equal and fometimes furpafs even thofe of fpeech. ~ 

The Miffionaries, deeming themfelves the firft writers of the language, ufed the right 
which belonged to them in that capacity, of determining the figure of the charaCters, 
and of regulating the orthography. They confulted the pronunciation in order to fix 
the number of letters which were to be employed in writing: They have taken them 
from our alphabet, only to the number of eighteen, which feemed to them fufficient ; 
A, B, D, E, F, G, I, K, L, M, N, O, P, S, T, U, V, Z. The S, is put for the C, 
before the vowels a, e,i; the K ftands for it before 0, u, and all the confonants ; it 
alfo ftands for the Q on all occafions. The pronunciation of the language is foft and 
eafy ; it excludes the H afpirate, and hence’ that letter becomes as ulelefs as it is with 
us in the words horloge, hirondelle, heures, and others, the firft fyllable of which in 
nowife participates the found of the H, with which they are {pelt. “The R is of no ufe 
to them, their organ admits not the roughnefs of its pronunciation; they change it 
into L, and if you tell them to pronounce ra, re, ri, they fay Ja, le, i. They know 
not the found of the U, which they pronounce ou. The X is ufelefs in their alphabet. 
The J, confonant, is equally unneceflary; they never ufe our fyllables SB fly Jy Jus 
but they always pronounce it hard, ga, gue, gui, go, gou. 

Almoft all the fyllables are fimple, and form only one found, this renders the pro- 
nunciation light and rapid; there are, however, many words in the language, which 
begin with m, or 2, as in the words m-Fouka, n’Goio, but thefe letters are pronounced 
fo flightly, that they who are ftrangers to the language, would pronounce after them 
Fouka and Goio. The letters @ and 0 are often repeated, and terminate a great number 
of words. Many liquid fyllables alfo contribute to foften the pronunciation. 

The language has not, properly fpeaking, either genders, numbers, or cafes. To 
exprefs the difference of gender in animated things, they add the word dakala, male, 
or kento, female; thus, 1-/oufou-ba kala fignifies a cock; n-foufou-kento, ahen. We 
fay likewile, a male or female canary ; a foft-roe’d er a hard-roe’d carp, &c. The cafes 
are diftinguifhed as with us, by articles, and itis the fame with the nouns. The no- 
minative of the verb has its cafe diftinguifhed by the place it occupies in the aie 
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The nouns adjective are not of more frequent ufe than in the Hebrew ; the qualities 
of the perfon or thing are exprefled by fubftantives, which gives to their difcourfe a 
ftrength and energy of which our language is not fufceptible. They alfo, fometimes, 
render the adjeCtives by verbs; inftead of faying he is a de/picable man, they fay, he is 
a man to be defpifed; *tis a monffer to be dreaded, inftead of faying ’tis a dreadful 
monfter. : ; 

"The language admits neither of comparatives nor fuperlatives ; verbs joined to fub- 
ftantives fupply their places; thus, in order to fay, ¢b8 king is mightier than the makaia, 
they would fay, the king furpeffes the makata in might : the Zaira is the wideft of all 
the rivers; the Zoira exceeds in width all the rivers ; or all the rivers yield to the Zaira 
in width. The fuperlative is alfo rendered byvrepetition of the pofitive. In order to 
fay, a very bigh mountain, a very black cloud, they would fay, a high high mountain, a 
black black cloud ; early in the morning, morning morning ; méné méneé. It appears 
that this mode of expreffion is quite in nature ; we fee among us, that the little chil- 
dren who have not yet learned the ufe of the fuperlative, make up for it, in their little 
ftories, by repeating the pofitive, and fay, great great for very great; far far for very 
far, and fo forth. : 

There are very few adverbs; there are, however, verbs which ftand in their ftead. 
The greater part of the conjunétions which ferve to connect difcourfe are unknown to 
them; they have no terms which may be rendered by for, then, nor have they the . 
conjunétion or ; they fupply them by different turns of phrafes. They alfo.want the 
conjunétion and; they {upply it by another, which has the fignification of our with, or 
otherwife they repeat it, and to fay, for example, he knows good and evil, they fay, he 
knows got he knows evii; the army was powerful and trained to war; the army was 

* powerful, it was trained to war ; a mode of expreffion which, properly managed, has 
a fine effedt in difcourle. ; 

The pronouns which mark poffeffion are expreffed by adverbs ; thus, my, is rendered 
by amé; thy, by akou; bis, ber, their, by andi, and fo forth; my theep, 4 mémé, li 
ame; thy fciflors, tou xiol tou akou; his mats, n’ teva vi-andi. This is as much as to 
fay, the mutton to me, the fciflars to thee, the mats to him. The nominative pronouns 
of the verb, I, thou, he, we, ye, they, are rendered by i, ou, ka, tou, lou, ba, when men 
or women are fpoken of ; and by the articles proper for nouns, when bealts or inani- 
mate things are fpoken of. 

One of the great difficulties of the language confifts in the articles ; there are thir- 
teen of them, feven for the fingular and fix’ for the plural. Thofe of the ffhgular 
are i, box, li, how, ou, lou; and thofe for the plural i, ba, bi, ma, tou, zi. Each of thefe 
articles has under it a clafs of ubftantives to which only it can be joined. ‘The article of 
ka, which fignifies a bed, is 4i for the fingular and 6i for the plural. A perfon would not 
be underftood if, changing the articles, he faid /i-ka in the fingular for ki-ka, or xi-ka 
in the plural for bi-ka. : 

Certain fubftantives are always preceded by their articles; others muft have them. 
immediately after them. Lézé*, for example, which fignifies a man fervant, and oula, 
which fignifies a toad, both have &i for their article ; but lézé is always followed by 
that article, and oula has it always before; hence they fay, /éxé-ki, a man fervant, 
ki-cula, a toad. He would be unintelligible, who, tranfpofing the articles, fhould fay 
hi-léze, oula-ki. : 


* Laz’, which I have cited as one of the fubftantives always followed by their articles, takes its own 
\ before or after it, according to circumftances. 


Several’ 
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’ Several of thefe articles follow particular rules ; the article li, for example, only pres 
cedes. ‘its: fubftantive when it is nominative to the verb; in other circumftances it 
follows. The article ma, agrees only with the genitive plural, and always precedes 
its noun: it is of great ufe in the language ; befides its peculiar funétion, it reprefents 
the names of King, Prince, Governor, Chief of a village, according as it precedes the 
‘name of a kingdom, principality, government, or village ; thus, ma-Loango fignifies 
King of Loango; ma-Kaia, Prince of Kaia; ma-Singa, Governor of Singa ; ma-Kibota, 
Lord of Kibota. It is evident tHat this article correfponds in fignification with our arti- 
cle de (of) in the genitive fingular. When we fay Monfieur d’ Artois, M. d’Orleans, 
M. de Champigny, we mean the Count of Artois, the Duke of Orleans, the Marquis 
of Champigny. The plural which, the Negroes ufe has fomething more majettic ; and 
des Artois would prefent to the imagination a richer image than d’ Ariois ; doubtlefs 
by reafon, that all which has the air of aggrandizing a man and augmenting his 
domains, ever flatters his vanity moft agreeably. 

If there is nothing fo difficult in the language as the articles, there is nothing finer 
and more fatisfatory than the verbs. They may be reduced to three clafles ; common 
verbs, which vary only in their terminations, and thefe are the moft numerous. ‘The 
fecond is that of the verbs, which begin by 4an, and lofe that firft fyllable in ‘man: 
circumftances. ‘The third comprehends thofe which begin with L and V, and which 
change at certain times the L into D, and the V into P. Thefe three claffes of verbs 
have commion rules for varying their terminations ; they have all the tenfes which we 
have, and many which we have not; i-méné-lia fignifies, for example, 1 have eaten ; 
ia-lii, | have eaten long ago ; ia-lia, I have eaten a very great while ago. : 

Befides this multiplication of tenfes, which. does infinite fervice towards the precifion 
of difcourfe, and which has fupplied the want of adverbs, there is in‘this language a . 
multiplicity of verbs which greatly fimplify their expreflions. Each fimple verb has. 
under ita many other verbs, of which it is the root, and which, befides the principal 
fignification, have an acceflary one, which we render only by periphrafes ; fala, for 
example, means to work ; /ali/a, to facilitate work ; falifia, to work along with fome 
one ; falifila. to make a pérfon work for fome one’s profit ; /azia, to help fome one 
to work ; falanga, to be in the habit of working ; /alafana, to work for each other A 
Salangana, to be fit for work. ‘There are no radical verbs which do not admit fimilar 
modifications ; and by means of certain particles or augmentatives, each of thefe verbs 
and all its affiliations, defignate alfo whether the action they exprefs be rare or frequent; 
whetH€r there be in this a@ion difficulty, eafe, excefs, and fo on for other differences, 
This multiplicity of verbs, joined to all the modifications of which they are fufceptible, 
form an inexhauttible fountain of riches for the language, and difplay beauties which 
cannot be felt and appreciated but by ufe. 

In the midit of this profufion of verbs, it is furprifing that not one has been found 
which anfwered to that of fo ive; this is rendered by the periphrafes, to accompany one’s 
foul, to be with one’s heart. 

There are to be remarked in the language of the Negroes, many turns of phrafes 
which appertain to the Hebrew. We have obferved that they expreffed, like the 
latter, by fubftantives, the qualities of the perfon or thing which are rendered by. 
adjectives in other languages. Thus in order to fay hot water, they fay water of frre, 
mazia-ma n’bazou. They fay alfo a man of blood, for a cruel man; a man of riches, for a 
~ich man, and fo forth. ‘They never exprefs the affeGtions of love or hatred, joy or 
affliion, by prefent tenfes, but by preterites, like the Hebrews: they fay I have loved, 
t have bated, for I love, and I hate. 
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There are alfo found in the language many words pretty much rofembling Hebrew 
words, and which have the fame fignification: in Hebrew, bana or hazak FAD, whence 


is detived’ the word dén 22, fon, fignifies he has built, becaufe they confidered the 


children as living ftones which compofed the edifice of the family: in Kakongo, mania 
fignifies ftones, and bana children; n’tamer means a rule, a meafure ; and in Hebrew 
tamam or thémam Dn, fulnefs and perfeGtion ; inf, in the language of the negroes, 


the lower parts, the “foundation; in Hebrew ifa, which is written Hhdb Nw, fignifies 


lower parts; foundation. Kéma, to approach, to meet; in Hebrew koum xp, to rife up, 
and go and meet. Lika, to eat; in Hebrew /akam, which is written Jakbam pn), fignifies 


"the fame thing ; and jikem or lekhem ond, means bread. The letter H, “as we have 


remarked, does not enter into the pronunciation of thefe Africans. The little pratice 
which the compofitors have in Hebrew, does not permit us to augment, as we might 
eafily do, the lift of fimilar words. 

The connetions of this language with the Greek, appear equally marked. Befides 
feveral conftruéctions of fimilar phrafes, there are, as we have obferved, feveral verbs 
which change their initials, and take augments and double letters as with the Greeks, 
There are to be found alfo a great-number of words which differ little from Greek 
words, and fignify the fame cine: Bafta, which is pronounced Bafitou, means, 
like the bafileus, Baoiaeus of the Greeks, chief, man of dignity. Bembo, noife, found 
of voice; in Greek bembex €ewEnt, noife of wind. Bima, pafte, bialia, viduals; in 
Greek ros, life, and what belongs to life. Doko, to walk or follow; in Greek diého, 
dwoxwe, I purfue. Foulla, to blow; in Greek follis gorass, bellows. Kama, a mound, 
an obftacle ; in Greek kamax, xapat,a ftake, a prop. Mazia, the waters, the fources ; 
in Greek mazos patos, the nurfe’s teat... Baia, poor, little; in Greek baios, Extor, 
{mall, fingle, and without fupport. Muna, {pace of time; in Greek mune, pivn, delay.. 
Munomai, puvowas, to temporize. Nota, cloud, thick fog; in Greek zofis, voris, humi- 
dity. Paka, {table where animals are fhut up; in Greek pactoo, raxléw, I fhut up. 
Pakoua, revenues, domains of the king ; in Greek pacus, ways, rich. Dobo, gift, pre- 
fent; in Greek 304, dw, I give. Pena, pain, mifery, inquictude; in Greek penes, 
ponos, wivns, wévos, pain, travail, inquietude, &c. 

There are alfo to be found feveral words which feem to have come from the Latin, 
fuch as méfa, table; paffi, fuffering ; mongo, mountain; méné, morning ; béné, much, 
largely, ftrongly. N’zala, zeal, hafte; zelus is employed in the fame fenfe by feveral 
Latin authors. J/ia, the inteftines ; the fame word fignifies the fame thing in Latin, 

We pretend not in this place to affign all the relations which this language may have 
with the ancient tongues: we have contented ourfelves with citing fome of thofe which 
ftruck us moft, and without deciding of ourfelves, we leave the informed reader, and him 
who is verfed in antiquities, to decide whether we may not reafonably fufpeét fome 
analogy between thefe languages ; and, fuppofing that he judges fo, to explcin how it 
could have happened that the language of the Jews, Greeks, and Romans, fhould have 
concurred to form that of the Africans. 


CHAP. XX.—Of ihe Religion and its Minifters. 


THESE people, in order not to expofe their religion to contempt, are very referved in 
{peaking pf it to Europeans ; and it is only by the long fojourn that the miffionaries have 
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imddeShiong them that they have‘difcoyered;at leaft in-pare, ‘what conftinites the objec 
of their fuperftitions. a ae : . 

- They acknowledge a Supreme Bejng, who, having no origin, is himfelf the origin 
ofall things. They believe he has created all that is fine, all that is good in the univerle ; 
that being by nature juft, he loves juftice in others, and feverely punithes fraud and 
perjury. They call him ‘Zambi; they take his name in teftimony of the truth ; and 
they regard perjury as one of the greateft of crimes ; they even pretend that a fpecies of 
malady called Zambi-a-n-pongou, is the punifhment of it ; and they fay, when they fee 
one atiacked with ir, « there's a perjured man.” . 

“Befides this juft and perfet God, they admit another, t» whom they give quite dif 
ferent ‘attributes ; the firft created all, the latter would deftroy all ; he delights in the 
diforder ahd evil which he caufes among men ; it is he who counfels them to injuttice, 
perjury, thefts, poifonings, and all crimes ; he is the author of accidents, loffes, dif- 
eafes, barrennefs of land, in a word, of all the miferies which affli@ humanity, and even 
of death itfelf; they call him Zambi-a-n’bi, God of wickednefs. Here may be perceived 
the error of the Manichzans touching the Divinity. It appears natural enough that 
ynan who is not enlightened with the torch of revelation, confidering the evils of all 
kinds which befet him from his entrance into the world to his departure, fhould itudy 
to difcover the caufe, and that, ignorance being one of the greateft diforders of his foul, 
he fhould be bewildered in his conje€tures on matters fo much above his faculties. 

It is true, that the philofophers of antiquity have attained, by dint of reafon alone, to 
a furmife of the truth, and have been able to fay, that man doubtlefs was not born fo 
unhappy except in punifhment of fome crime which was imputed to him, though he 
knew it not; the people of whom we fpeak did not carry their philofophy fo far, and, 
little fuppofing that it was in man himfelf that we muft feek the principle of the evils 
which affti& man, they believed, while they fhut their eyes on the want of confequence 
to the fuppofition, that they could not difpenfe with acknowledging a maleficent divinity; 
but no fooner was a glimpfe of the truth fhewn them upon this point, than they feized 
it as if of their own accord; the hiftory of the fall of the firft man and the dogma of 
original fin, which fhock and fcandalize the proud reafon of our modern philofophers, 
‘are to them a fatisfactory unravelling, and, as it were, the firft ftep which conducts them 
to the faith of a fole Supreme Being, fovereignly perfect, who is the author of all good, 
and who permits evil without participating in it. It appears to them much more rea- 
fonable to believe what is above the reach of reafon, than what is at variance with it,— 
amyftery rather than a contradiction, the exiftence of original fin, rather than that of 
two rival deities. : : 

‘They who know only the theology of the country, perfuaded that the good God will 
always be fufficiently favourable, think only of appeafing the God of wickednefs: fome, 
to render him propitious to them, never eat fowls or game ; others eat only certain forts 
of fith, fruits, or végetables ; not one among them but makes profeffion of abftaining 
all his lifectime from fome fort of nourifhment. The only way of making him offerings 
is to let die under their feer, in honour of him, fome fhrubs laden with their fruits ;. the 
banana tree is that which they confecrate to him in preference. 

They have idols, which they honour lefs as gods than as interpreters of Divinity : 
they are wooden figures, rudely wrought, fome of which are as large as life; they are 
fhut up in temples which are neither larger nor more richly ornamented than common 
houfes; fome of thefe idols are found in their towns and villages ; and fometimes, in 
woods:and by-places, individuals go to confult them, to learn from them what will be 
the faccefs of their undertakings, Some believe that they now and then {peak, but all 
: believe 
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believe: that they infpire thofe who confult them. When-a-aonfiderable robbery has 
been committed of which they know not the perpetrators, they go ta feek an idol, which 
they bring to the public place with found of drums and trumpets, in the belief that it 
will tell them who are guilty ; if thefe do not appear, they bring a more celebrated idol, 
multiplying their fongs and religious ceremonies ; then they who have fome. knowledge 
of the theft, think themfelves obliged: to come and declare it; frequently the culprits 
themfelves, intimidated by the pomp of the ceremonies, hint to the perfons interefted to 
let it ceafe, and the thing ftolen fhall be reftored, which is done without delay. 

Befides thefe idols of the firft order, there are others which private perfons keep by 
them, and which they honour through’a vain confidence, without ever addrefling any 
prayers to them. Several perfons alfo carry. in their girdles {mall marmofets, fith teeth, 
and birds’ feathers, as prefervatives againft accidents with which they are or fancy them- 
felves menaced for mifdeeds. All of them, after having tilled their field, take care, in 
order to rid it of barrennefs, to ftick in the ground in a particular manner, branches 
of certain trees with fome bits of broken pots. They perform nearly the fame opera- 
tion before their huts, when they have to abfent themfelves for a confiderable time ; and 
the moft determined robber dares not crofs the threfhold, when he fees it defended by 
thefe myfterious figns. 

The minifters of religion are called Ganga ; they are as ignorant as the reft of the — 
people, but greater rogues. The oldeft among them fubmit to ordeals, and an infinit 
of ridiculous ceremonies are impofed on thofe who with to become members of their 
body. No one doubts that the Ganga hold commerce with the God of wickednefs, and 
that they know the fitteft means of appeafing him. It appears that there is as much or 
even more confidence placed in them than in their idols ; they are confulted refpeCing 
futurity and the difcovery of the moft fecret things; the people afk of them, as they do 
of the king, rain ard fair weather. It is believed that by virtue of their enchantments, 
they can render themfelves mvifible, and pals through clofed doors, ‘were they of the 
hardeft wood or even of iron. a 

It has never been remarked that the Ganga offer any fort of facrifices to the Divinity ; 
and confidering the functions of their miniftry, they do not deferve any names but 
thofe of diviners, magicians, or tellers of good fortune. There are fome among them,+ 
as we have obferved, who practife medicine,. and who make a trade of curing the fick 
by the found of inftruments, by breathings, and by incantations. 

At the birth of children the Ganga are called ia, who impofe on them fome fuper- 
ftitious praftices to which they are to be faithful all their lives, arid of which their 
mothers are obliged to remind them when they come to years of difcretion. Thefe 
practices are more or lefs auftere and ridiculous in proportion as the Ganga is infpired at 
the moment ; but whatever they be, thofe to whom they are prefcribed never fail to 
adhere to them religioufly. 

The miffionaries faw in the village of Loubou, in the kingdom of Loango, a boy 
and a girl to whom marriage was forbidden, and who were obliged on pain of death to 
obferve a perfect continency all their lives. It is not kaown whether this law was com- 
mon with others ; whether it had been impofed from the time of their birth by the Ganga, 
or whether they had voluntarily prefcribed it to themfelves ; in other refpects nothing 
diftinguifhed them from the common people; they held no miniftry in the religion. 
There are fome families who faithfully obferve, without knowing why, the prattice of 
circumcifion. ; 

The Ganga, who in other refpedts do not pique themfelves on uniformity in their 
doétrine, unanimoufly teach every body that there would be an extreme danger in eating, 
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‘partridgeé, and’ no one dare hazard the experiment. All the inhabitants of the country 
dread the, as fatal and ili-omen’d birds ; they efpecially dread their cry. ‘They who 
. ave’ zeal for the public good kill as many of them as they can; and as they-know that 


the Europeans make no fcruple in eating them, they carry them to the itores which” 


they find on the coafts, where they obtain liberal fupplies of powder and ball to kill more. 
* ‘When they are afked why they have fuch an averfion to eating game fo delicate, and 
of which foreigners make a feaft? they anfwer, that apparently what is good for one 
country is not good for another, and as for themfelves they know well that no fooner 
fhould they have eaten of it than their fingers would have dropped from their hands. 

Though the-people who inhabit thefe climates have fkins of the fineft black, there 
does not however want an example of a child preferving the colour which all have 
when they are born, and its preferving it during life as white as that of an European. 
It is remarked, that this fort of whites have always fandy or red hair and beards, weak 
eye-fight, and hefitating looks. ‘This error of nature, far from being a difgrace to 
thofe on whom it falls, conciliates the refpe@ and veneration of the people for them ; 
they are placed above the ganga, they are regarded as extraordinary men and quite 
divine ; fo much fo, that the miffionaries faw one whofe hairs were fold as reliques, 
which, it was faid, had the virtue of preferving the bearer from all kinds of accidents. 

The miffionaries, ever fince their arrival in thefe countries, employed themfelves in 
a particular manner, in finding out what was the opinion of the people on the nature of 
the foul, and its deftiny ; and they found, there was only one fentiment on this head ; 
that all believed the foul to be {piritual, and that it furvived the body ; without however 
knowing what was its ftate after feparation from the body, whether joy or pain; they 
only fay, “ that they believe it flies from the towns and villages, and flutters in the 
air above the woods and forefts, in the way which the Deity pleafes.” 

They: who inhabit the fartheft lands, and who have never had any connection with 
foreigners, think on this point with thofe who frequent the Europeans, and conftantly 
anfwer the miffionaries, who afk them what becomes of man after death: “that his 
body rots in the earth, but that his foul, being a fpiritual fubftance, is incapable of 
diffolution, and fubfifts always.” 

This ftatement of the negroes on the immortality of the foul, joined to their uncer- 
tainty refpecting its {tate after feparation from the body, infpires them at once with 
great refpeét for the dead, and great fear of ghofts; fince they never fail, in order to 
acquit themfelves well toward their parents and friends, to celebrate their obfequies 
with all the pomp they can afford. As foon as the fick perfon has breathed his laft, 
the minifters of medicine retire, as well as the players of inftruments ; his neareft re- 
latives take poffeffion of the body, which they exalt on a feaffold, under which wd 
light a fire, which throws up a thick fmoke. “When the corpfe is fufficiently fmoked, 
they expofe it for fome days in the open air, placing befide it a perfon who has nothing 
to do but to drive away the flies that want to come nigh it. Then they wrap itina 
prodigious quantity of foreign ftuffs, or ftuffs of the country. They judge of the riches 
of the heirs by the quality of their ftuffs, and of their affeGtion for the dead by the 
thicknefs of the roller. The mummy thus dreffed is taken to a public place, and 
fometimes lodged in a fort of niche, where it remains a greater or lels time according 
to the rank it occupied in the world when living, The fhorteft expofure is always 
for feveral months, and it often lafts a whole year. During all this time the parents, 


s 


the neareft relatives, the friends, and above all, the fpoufes of the dead, who have placed © 


their huts near the {pot where it is expofed, affemble regularly every evening to weep, 
fing, and dance round the funeral lodge. 
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On the eve of the day fixed for interment, they enclofe the body with all the ftuffs 
that envelope it in a large coffin wrought by art, in the form of a tun. .On the morrow, 
when all the relatives and friends are arrived, they put the coffin on a fort of funeral car, 
to which men are yoked ; and they fet forward. Care has been taken to level the roads 
by which the convoy had to pafs. For the illuftrious dead, fuch as kings and princes, 
they cut new ones acrofs the plains, of the breadth of thirty or forty feet; along the 
road they make the greateft noife poffible ; they dance, fing, play on inftruments, and. 
all this is done with the greateft demonftrations of grief. Frequently the fame perfon 
dances, fings, and weeps at the fame time. When they teach the burial place, which 
is fometimes very far from the town or village, they lower the coffin,into a hole about 
fifteen feet deep, cut like a well, which they inftantly fill with earth. ‘The rich often. 
inter with the dead his favourite jewels, fome pieces of coral or filver. There are fome: 
who raife the tomb, and place by it eatables, animals’ teeth, or fome antiquities by which, 
the deceafed fet the greateft ftore, and which were formerly the inftruments. of: his 
fuperttition. 

Though thefe people are minute obfervers of the practices of the religion their fathers 
have taught them, the miffionaries remarked, that they were not headftrong in them. 
They blindly follow prejudices which no one had hitherto undertaken to rid them of 3’ 
but they have good fenie enough to feel the vanity of their obfervances, the ridicule 
which attaches to their fuperftitions, and have too much good faith not to admit it, 
when occafion ferves. -All thofe to whom miffionaries have fpoken of religion, even 
the princes and grandees of the country have confeffed to them, that they had little 
confidence in their idols ard their minifters, “ but,’ added they, “ no one hitherto 
has {poken to us of the Deity otherwife than our fathers did: we know that European 
minifters have given fublime-ideas of him to feveral of our neighbouring people, and 
that they have taught them how he muft be honoured, but they have not come as far: 
as Us; tay yourfelves ; you fhall make us know the truth, we will be docile in follow- 
ing it, : . 
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A VOYAGE TO SENEGAL, 
THE ISLE OF GOREE, AND THE RIVER GAMBIA. 


By M. Apanson, Correfpondent of the Royal Academy of Sciences. 


* 


Tranflated from the Frencn.—With Notes by an Englifh-Gentleman, who refide 
fome Time in that Country *. a 


EE 


THE TRANSLATOR’S PREFACE. 


T is a maxim eftablithed by a celebrated philofopher of antiquity, that if a young man 
is ambitious to raife a reputation in the world, or to improve in knowledge and wifdom, 
he foould travel into foreign countriest. ‘This feems to have been ftrongly verified by 
the learned M. Adanfon, author of the following voyage. The love of natural hiftory, 
and an ardent defire of fame, excited this gentleman very early in life to exchange 
his native foil for the burning fands of Senegal ; where he {pent five years, in making 
-a diligent inquiry into the various curiofities, natural and artificial, of Negroland, 
Hitherto we had received but very imperfect accounts from that part of Africa, former 
adventurers having had no notiort of improving their minds, but their fortunes ; fo'that 
their relations are confined to the auri facra fames, the purchafe of flaves, teeth and 
duft, with other materials of gain. Our author is the firft philofopher, who adventured 
to vifit the torrid zone, for the propagation of knowledge; and who, in fearch of this 
valuable treafure, may be truly faid, to have encountered more monfters, than thofe 
rie heroes, reprefented in fabulous ftory to have gone in purfuit of the golden 
leece, 

He begins his obfervations at his departure from Port L’Orient, the third of March, 
1749, and does not ‘inifh them till five years after, in the month of March, 17 54s 
By the general account of his voyage, we find, that during this time he employed 
himfelf chiefly, in the moft curious refearches of natural hiftory ; confulting rather his 
zeal for the advancement of learning, than his bodily ftrength, which was often put 
to the fevereft trials. We fhudder even at the perufal of the many hardfhips he went 
through, to fatisfy his own and the public curiofity ; either in walking over the burning 
fands of the deferts of Africa, expofed to the fcorching heats of the fun ; or in traverf- 
ing rivers and torrents, upon the back of a negro, who was frequently up to his chin 
in water; or in defending himfelf againft tigers, wild boars, crocodiles, ferpents, and 
other favage beafts, befides the many noxious infe@ts with which thofe deferts abound. 

A philofopher like M. Adanfon, whofe aim in travelling is to fee and to learn, 
takes notice of every thing that falis in his way. From fo exa@ and judicious a nar- 
rative, one may therefore form a juit idea of this part of Africa ; a country overfpread 
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with mifery, the natural confequence of lazinefs. Thus he informs us of whatever 
relates to the manners and cuftoms of the negroes, to their drefs, habitations, ‘repafts, 
dances, fuperftitions, and poverty : neither does he forget to mention their fociability, 
good-nature, docility, and refpeét fer the French nation, which, we make no doubt, 
but they will be equally ready to fhew to the new conquerors of Senegal*. He like. 
wile takes notice. of the Moors of that coyntry, a nation very different from the negroes, 
but almoft as poor and as indolent. Our author lived and converfed with thofe dif. 
ferent people, and met with fo kind a reception from them, as muft be an encourage- 
ment to thofe, who fhall have occafion to trade to that coaft, fince the French fettle- 
ments have been fo glorioufly reduced by the arms of Great Britain. , 

In regard to the authenticity of this narrative, we may venture to affirm, that 
nothing of the kind has been publifhed, with fuch ftrong marks of veracity, fince 
Lord Apfon’s voyage. The character of our author, and his learned improvements, 
are well known at Paris, where he went through a courfe of ftudy under Mefheurs 
de Juffieu, of the Royat Academy of Sciences. Upon exprefling an earneft defire of 
going over to Africa, with a view of making difcoveries in the natural hi:tory of that 
country, he was introduced to M. David, Director of the Eaft India Company, who 
recommended him in the warmeft manner to M. de la Brue f, diretor general of the 
factory cf Senegal. Thefe are public fasts, which evidently prove him to be a man of 
charaéter and abilities, and every way qualified for this arduous tafk, fo greatly con- 
ducive to the advancement of learning and commerce. As to his manner of executing 
it, we need only to mention the high approbation of the Royal Academy of Sciences, 
which we fhall infert here at full length, as a lafting monument of the author’s txtraoge 
dinary merit. : ke 


—— 


Extra&t from the Regifters of the Royal Academy of Sciences, Dec. the 4th, 1756. 


MESSIEURS de Reaumur and de Juffieu junior, having been appointed to examine © 
a work, written by M. Adanfon, correfpondent of the Academy, and intitled, 
A: voyage to Senegal, &c. performed during the Years 1749, 1750s 175¥3 175% 17539 
fe’c, and having made their report, the Academy is of opinion, that the ingenious 
notions, exact defcriptions, and judicious obfervations of the author, afford reafon te 
believe, that his work will be acceptable to the public, and deferves the approbation: 
of the Academy. In witnefs hereof I have figned the prefent certificate, Paris, Dec. the 
4th, 1756. i 

ace, Grand Jean de Fouchy, perpetual fecretary of the Royal Academy 

* of Sciences. 


* This is to be underftood, provided they meet with the like good ufage they have been fo long ac- 
cuftomed to. : ‘ 

+ This gentleman being mentioned with great refpe& by our author, in feveral parts of xhis voyage, the 
reader will not perhaps be difpleafed with a further account of his charaéter.." He lived 27 years on his 
government, during which time his conftant ftudy was to ferve not only his country, but the whole human 
fpecies, I hall give but one inftance of his univerfal benevolence. Having learned that the Moors, in the 
neighbourhood, either made captives, or killed, fuch Europeans as had the misfortune to be fhipwrecked 
on their coaft; he, from a principle of humanity, offered a reward of the value of twenty moidores for 
every man in that condition, they thould bring to him alive. Thus he redeemed, at different, times, and 
fent home to their native country, at his own expenfe, fourteen Britith fubjeés. He is alfo a man of. 
genius and learning. The author of this note came to France with him, in the firft cartel. 

ADVERTISEMENT. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


"THE reader will pleafe to obferve, that the French names of feveral places, animals, 
~ trees, &c. have been retained in the tranflation, as well becaufe fome of them feem 
‘to ‘be of African original, others have been received in late ufe by the natives, and 
others, in fine, (which we may fay of moft of them) were fuch as we could not . 
find proper terms to exprefs in our language. In regard to the notes interfperfed 
throughout this work, they were communicated by an Englith gentleman, of high 
charaéter and reputation, who refided fome time in that country, and whofe name 
would do us honour, were we at liberty to mention it. : 


A VOYAGE TO SENEGAL, &. 


[T= has been long obferved, that moft people come into the world with an inclination 

to fome particular ftudy or profeffion, which grows up and is ftrengthened with 
years. Whatever views our parents may have had in our education, the predominant 
tafte always prevails, and, generally fpeaking, determines the purfuits or occupations 
of the reft of our life. Having in my very early days felt a particular liking to the 
ftudy of philofophy and natural hiftory, 1 found my inclinations averfe from the pro- 
feffion for which my parents defigned me, which was that of the church; and therefore 
I refigned a benefice, with which I had been already provided, that I might be entirely 
at liberty to purfue the ftudy of natural philofophy. : 
* The branch I firft took up with was that Bi botany, which I confidered as one of 
the moft engaging ftudies, not only from its confiderable ufe in life, but from its 
agreeable variety. ‘The opportunity I had of attending the leCtures.of Meff. de Juffieu 
at the king’s gardens, led me thither very often; and the ftrong paiffion I felt for 
that fcience, together with my conftant application, foon made me known to thofe 
gentlemen. I cannot fufficiently exprefs my acknowledgment to thofe two great 
mafters, under whofe direQion I firft began that vaft career, which I have not yet 
finithed. The fpirit of obfervation and inquiry, fo remarkable in M. Bernard de 
Juffieu, and which he transfufes, as it were, into thofe who fympathife with him in 
the fame kind of ftudies, took with me immediately, and by degrees led me on from 
the ftudy of plants to that of minerals, and from thence to that of animals, infeéts, and 
thells ; in fhort, to every branch of natural hiftory. 

From that time I had accefs to the king’s cabinet, and to thofe of M. de Reaumur 
and Meff. de Juffieu ; there I laid a foundation of knowledge, to qualify me for making 
obfervations of every kind: and as a little aftronomy feemed conducive to my purpofe, 
I learnt as much as wes neceflary under M. le Monnier. ; 

After I had gone through a courfe of ftudy for upwards of fix years, under the 
direction of thofe celebrated academicians, I made known the intention, which I had 
Jong fince formed, of going abroad for further improvement. The obfervations of 
thofe gentlemen on different branches of the natural hiftory of France had very nearly 
exhaufted the fubje€@t ; I therefore concluded that nothing could be of greater fervice 
tome, than to employ a part of my youthful days in a voyage to fome diftant and 

o unfrecuented 
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unfrequented country, from a perfuafion that I fhould return with feveral difcoveries,. 
which would be new to Europe. I was fenfible that the equinodtial parts of Africa 
had not been vifited by any naturalift, confequently that a vaft field was open to me, 
where I might reap a-plentiful harveft of obfervations. : ‘ 

It was not, I confefs, a {mall undertaking, for me alone to execute a work, which 
requires the joint labours of perfons well {killed in botany, natural philofophy, anatomy, 
‘and defign. This confideration however did not deter me; and I declared my inten- 
tion to my late father, who introduced me, the beginning of the year 1748, to M. Navid, 
knight of the order of St. Michael, and direCtor of the Eaft-India company, to whom. 
he was very well known. M. David, attentive to whatever may be of ufe to commerce, 
greatly approved of my defign, and expreffed vaft joy at an undertaking, which might 
be as ferviceable to natural philofophy as to the commerce of the honourabie Eaft-India 
company. He got me a place in the factory of Senegal, and promifed me my paflage 
on board the firlt thip which fhould fet out immediately after the publication of the 
peace. I was greatly charmed to find my wifhes fulfilled, and I fet out from Paris the 
zoth of December the ‘fame year, in order to take my paflage at Port l’Orient in one 
of the company’s fhips. , 

The winter was ftill very fevere when I embarked, the 3d of March 1749, on board. 
the Chevalier Marin, commanded by M. Daprés de Mannevillette. We fet fail about 
ten o’clock in the morning, and got out of harbour in company with two fmall veffels, 
which were defigned for the fame port with us. The wind being at N. E. foon carried 
us out to fea; the beauty and ferenity of which afforded usa moft delightful prfpeat. 
An infinite number of porpoifes, or fea-hogs, dancing about our fhip, feemed .to wi 
us a happy voyage. : 

Thefe fithes are faid to move conftantly againft the wind; and the failors can foretell 
by their motion, which way it is to blow. ‘Though this may not be true on all occas - 
fions, it was fo at leaft on this; for we did not long enjoy that agreeable ferenity. 
‘The wind foon chopped about, and blew fo hard from the S, E. that the fea grew very 
rough in a fhort time. : 

No.fooner had we reached the latitude of 36, than we began to find the fea more 
calm. A freth g.2 fprung up at N.N.E. fo that we had very agreeable weather after 
the ftorm, and were enjoying the pleafure of a fine climate, when we efpied land the 
6th of April. This was the Peak of Teneriff, which appeared to us in the form of a 
pyramid, or more properly of a fugar-loaf, the fides of which were ftuck with feveral 
points. Though according to our reckoning we were diftant from: thence upwards 
of fourteen leagues at N.E., it feemed to us to be raifed under an angle of above five 
degrees. At this diftance, it had more the appearance of a cloud than of a mountain, 
by reafon of its whitenefs; and nothing but its ftability could make us diftinguith it. 
Sometimes it was perceived above, and at other times below the clouds, according as 
thefe were more or lefsdiftant from us. The nearer we drew towards it, keeping it 
always to the fouth-eaft, the more it feemed to be upon a level with the neighbouring. 
mountains ; fo that when we were within four leagues, it was no longer poflible for 
us to diftinguifh it from the reft. In this pofition the ifland of Teneriff feemed to. 
be a clutter of mountains, joined fo clofe to each other, chat we could only difcern 
‘their tops. . ! 

The notice we had taken of the ifle of Teneriff, purfsant to the eftablifhed cuftom 
of veffels trading to the coaft of Africa, was fufficient to direct us in the remainder of 
our courfe to Senegal ; and we fhould have followed it, had our prefent circumftances 
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during the delay: occaftoned by contrary wind$ off Cape Finifterre; and what little 
remained, was infufficient to complete out voyage; fo that we were under an abfolute 
neceffity of putting into fome harbour, inorder to take in a freth fupply of provifions. 
Being fo near land, it would have been imprudent to let flip the opportunity: we 
therefore kept failing till night, and then lay by. 

The day following we made the harbour of Santa Cruz, in the eaftern part of the - 
ifland, where we anchored in forty-five fathom water, the length of three cables from 
land. This place greatly refembles a road for thipping, becaufe it is very open; yet 
it would ‘be a pretty good harbour, if it had but fafe anchorage: but being a rocky 
bottom, it is apt to let the anchors flip, and to cut the cables. However, it is a very 
wholefome place. The whole day was fpent in mooring the fhip, and fecuring its 
anchors. We likewife amufed ourfelves with fithing for mackrel. This feemed to be 
almoft the only fifth that could be found in that fpot; and there was fuch plenty thereof, 
that all the mackrel of the neighbouring feas feemed to have made this.their rendezvous, 
‘We had only to throw out our line, and we were fure of catching fifh; and frequently 
without bait. ; , 

The people of the country catch this fith in a better manner. As foon as the night 

* fets in, and the fea is calm, they light up flambeaus, and fpread themfelves with their 
boats all over the harbour, for about a league in circumference. When they come to 
the {pot where there feems to be the greateft plenty of fifh, they ftop their boats, hold- 
ing the flambeau above the water, in fuch a,manner as that it hall give light without 
dazzling their eyes: and as foon as they fee the fith fporting on the furface of the 
waves, and ‘gathering round the light, they caft their ‘net, and drag it immediately 
into their boat: thus.they continue till their quantity is completed. 

While this amufement lafted, we were vifited every minute by fifhermen, who came 
on board our fhip to fell their commodity ; and indeed we had it very cheap. The 
Canaty mackrel is not of the fame fort as that of Europe; it is not fo broad, but 
much fmaller, though very long ; the fkin is of a deep blue on the back, of a filver 
colour on the belly, and agreeably ftreaked. The fleth is white and firm, but fome- 
what dry; and though inferior to our European mackrel, ftill it is very well tafted. 

The day following we had leave to go afhore. The fea was ver,-calm in the road 5 
but it was quite another thing on the fea-fide; where there was a furt that would have 
frightened the moft intrepid. As it is all covered with pebbles, which form a ve 
fteep bank, and are alternately impelled and repelled by the fea, it is very difficult 
landing. ‘They are obliged to make ufe of the furge which drives towards fhore, and 
to take care that the boat is not turned about, nor carried back to fea. For-which 
purpofe there are feveral failors waiting on the fea-fide ; who, as foon as they fee the 
furge approaching, ftep into the water, lay faft hold on the boat, then lift it up with 
the people in it, and carry. it athore in a moft dexterous manner. 

‘After we had landed we found, at the diftance of a hundred paces from the fea-fide, 
the town cf Santa Cruz, fituate in the eaft part of the ifland, as well as the harbour to 
which it gives its name. This town is neither fortified, nor furrounded with walls. 
It ftands on a plain afcending from the fea; and terminating ina narrow piece of land, 
very flat, white, and fandy, about a league in extent towards the fouth. The town is 
four hundred fathoms in length, and fifty in breadth. It contains three hundred 
houfes, built of ftone, and three ftories high. The number of inhabitants is about three 
thoufand, ali Spaniards, who in their cuftoms and manner of living differ but very 
little from thofe of Europe. 

* 
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. “Within three leagues welt of this city, following the gorges of the mountains, which 

form an infenfible afcent, we: found the town of Laguna, capital of the iffand. It is 
fituated at the foot of the Peak above-mentioned. ‘This mountain, which bears the 
name of the Peak of Teneriff, isin 28 degrees 12 minutes north latitude, and 18 degrees 
52 minutes welt longitude of Paris. We found its height to be above two thoufand 
fathoms, that is, near a league perpendicular, which makes it one of the higheft, moun- 
tains in the univerfe. It is faid that the top of it is covered with fnow the whole year 
round, and that it fometimes throws out combuftible matter, without much noife. 
It ftands nearly in the middle of the ifland, and is furrounded with a great number of 
mountains, which are almoft half a league in perpendicular height. At the foot of 
thefe mountains you fee feveral gutters like frightful precipices, which are oftentimes 
above a hundred feet wide, and two hundred deep. They are made by the water- 
floods precipitated thither during the ftorms; and as-foon as thofe floods are gone, the 
bottom is left quite bare. . : 

The foil of this ifland is of a reddith caft, not at all deep, but extremely fruitful. 
Inthe gorges of the mountains to the north and eaft parts of the town, you fee 
the fineft groves of orange, citron, and lemon-trees of all forts.. There are allo 

egranate and fig-trees alk over the ifland. Befides the choiceft fruits in Europe, 
the inhabitants of Teneriff have thofe of Africa, as bananas, papayas, and ananas, 
or pine apples, which they plant in their gardens. The moft ungrateful lands 
produce carob-trees, and melons of every kind, efpecially water melons. da the 
vallies you fee fields of the fineft corn in the world, variegated at regular 
with rows of dragon-trees*, which in their height and figure greatly refemble the: 
majeftic tallnefs of the palmetto-tree f. 

The mountains are laid out in vineyards, which have acquired a high reputation 
by their. excellent wines, known by the name of Canary and Malmfey. The former 
is extracted from a large grape, which makes a ftrong heady liquor, and is the 
common wine. The latter is made of a fmall grape, the berry of which is round 
and vaftly fweet 3 and the juice fqueezed from it has likewife a fweeter and more 
agreeable flavour, which gives it greatly the advantage of the other. The quality 
of thefe wines is commonly: attributed to the climate, and to the nature of the foil ; 
but I appfehend that the culture and form of the vineyards contributes at leaft as much 
to their goodnefs. Their method, as I have feen pradtifed in the neighbourhood of 
Santa Cruz, is as follows: They pitch upon a hill that has an advantageous expofition 
to the fouth, preferable to any other: the lower part they plant with vines, to an 
afcent of two hundred feet at the moft. Upon the whole ground defigned for the vines, 
they ereét little walls breaft high, at the diftance of four or five feet from one another. 
hele ferve for feveral purpofes ; in the firft place, by upholding the earth, they hinder 
the roots of the tree from being laid bare; fecondly, they withhold the rain-waters, 
which would otherwife run down the hills, without foaking the earth ; laftly, they in- 
creafe the refleGtion of the fun-beams, and procure a greater heat to the vine. ‘rue 
it is, that as thefe walls are made of dry ftone, fymmetrically ranged without mortar 
or mud, part of them tumble down fometimes in heavy rains: but the mifchief is 
quickly repaired, and may even be prevented, by laying above the uppermoft wall a 
row of large ftones fomewhat inclined, to break the force of the waters, and divert 
their ftream. 


* Drace arbor. Clufi. 
+ A kind of palm-tree, the leaves of which open like a fan. ; 
4H2 The 
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The batk-of thefe mountains, on the north fide,-is barren and uncultivated. The 
profpeét it affords to the eye, is an amphitheatre of bare rocks, the colbur of flate, cut 
‘nto. vertical parallelopipedons, from fix to eight feet high, and from three to four 
broad, the angles very acute. They may be confidered as fo many precipices raifed one 
above the other. When you have reached the top, you are fuddenly ravithed with a 
profpe& bounded only by the horizon of the fea; you find yourfelf raifed far above 
the clouds, through which’ you may defery, at the-diftance of twelve leagues to the 
fouth, Canary and the other neighbouring iflands. Here, inftead of treading upon 
earth, I was amazed to find nothing under my feet but afhes, pumices, and burnt ftones, 
fragments of which I {aw likewife fcattered here and there as I defcended; but the 
greateft part ofthem are fallen down to the foot of the mountains, and even to the 
fea-fide. + 

Where the earth was open, I perceived under the pumices a ftone in large matffes, 
of the colour of flate, and a good deal like the bare rocks which 1 had obferved 
on the ridge of the mountains. “This ftone bears fo great refemblance to that which is 
melted by volcanoes, and the comparifon I made between it and the lavas which M. 
de Juffieu had received not only from the volcanoes in Italy, but likewife from that of 
the ifle of Bourbon, confirmed this refemblance in fuch a manner, that I think we 
cannot, nor ought we to give it any other name. The like remark I made in the 
gutters, and in the quarry that has been dug in the neighbourhood of Santa Cruz: 
ttheramwe find the fame maffes underneath a very irregular festara of burnt ftones; and 
theyre cut into pieces for the ufe of building. The external and internal appearance 
of thefe mountains, the lavas of which they are entirely formed, and the feveral burnt 
ftones which lie {cattered as far as the fea fhore, leave no room to doubt but that each 
of the mountains, of which the ifle of Teneriff is compofed, owes its original toa 
particular volcano, which, after undermining it inwardly, at length has entirely fpent 
itfelf: and this fubterraneous operation is ftill continued under the Peak, that huge 
mountain, which vomits fire from time to time.” 

There is never a river in this ifland, becaufe of the fmallnefs of its circumference. 
The inhabitants fupply the want thereof by wooden pipes, which communicate with the 
fprings in the mountains: and from thence the water is conveyed to the town, the 
diftance of about half a league. This water being hard and crude, they filtrate it 
through a ftone which is very common in their quarries. It is a kind of lava, of 
the colour of foot, in a medium betwixt. the denfity of the grey lava, and the porofity 
of the pumice. 

The temperate climate of Teneriff, and the richnels of its pafture, contribute greatly 
to the goodnefs of the cattle. ‘They-have fine herds of oxen, and excellent kid; but 
mutton is not fo common. They breed all forts of poultry ; but game, efpecially wild 
fowl, is very rare. I took notice that the Canary-bird, which grows white in France, 
is here almoft as grey asa linnet. This change of colour very likely is owing to the 
coldnefs of our climate. 

The paffion I had for herborizing, made me regret the backwardnels of the feafon. 
Mott of the plants peculiar to this country, were till concealed in the bofom of the 
earth; neverthelefs my refearches were not altogether fruitlefs. Near the fea-fhore 
I found two forts of fig-marygolds, otherwile called ficeides *: the jafininoides, or baltard 


* Ficoidea procumbens, portulace folio. Ni Mem. Acad. 1711. page 322- pl. 13. fig. 1. 
.Aizoon foliis cunciformi-ovatis, floribus feliilibus. Linn. Hort. Up/. page 127. 
Ficoid: s uoilras, kali folio flore albo. Tournef. Alem. Acad. 1705. page 241. 
Mefembryantheum foliis alternis, terctiufculis, obtufis, ciliatis. Linn. Hort, Upf- page 129. ae 
a ey 
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jafmine *, adorned the tops of precipices and gutters with its pendant branches, which 
were loaded with ripe fruit: and the, corn-flag of | Provence enamelled the valleys 
and meadows with its flowers.. As I traverfed the mountains, I perceived that the plants 
peculiar to them, feemed to affe& a certain height. For inftance, the Aleinia{, and 
fome new plants, which I purpofe to.make known, always grow on the lower: part, 
where the vineyards are generally planted. About the middle we faw only the #ithy- © 
malus §, or fpurge; and the top of all was covered with forefts of euphorbia ||, whofe 
ftalks, though from twelve to fifteen feet high, appeared to me below, like fine mofs. 
The euphorbia and the tithymalus were then in flower, and furrounded with feveral forts 
of bind-weed, which twifted round their ftems. In my walks I met with no more than 
one fort of land-fhell, for the defeription and figure of which I refer-to the hiftory of 
fhells, at the end of this relation {. : 

I was every day more in love with this beautiful country. The mildnefs of a climate 
where it never freezes, the advantageous fituation of the ifland, and the variety of its 
produétions, all together gave me infinite pleafure; fo that I fhould have ftaid muck 
longer if circumiftances would have permitted. But as the feafon was advancing, and 
we had taken in our fupply of water and provifions, we were obliged to think of 
refuming our voyage. : 

The fifteenth of April we weighed anchor, and left the ifle of Tenesiff after eight 
‘days refrefhment. The trade winds at N. E. were fo gentle as not to ruffle the fea, 
fo that we Tteered a pleafant courfe till we reached the tropics. There we 
by the bright ferene days, and exceflive heats, that we had changed climate 
time: for in lefs than fix weeks we experienced winter, {pring, fummer, and the’ dog- 
days. In thefe latitudes the fea, when agitated in the night, feemed as if it were on 
fire, and marked our courfe bya ftreak of light which the veffel left behind it. This 
phanomenon appeared to me very engaging, and I {pent feveral nights in inquiring 
into the caufe of it. ; 

We continued our courfe with the fame favourable weather till the 25th of April, 
when we found ourfelves within fight of the coait of Senegal. The land. is low, fandy, 
and very white, fo that with great difficulty could we difcern it, though it was very clear 
weather, and we were within three or four leagues of fhore: at length we fpiéd a 
thicket partly covered by the downs, whereby we knew that we were off the wood of 
Griel, that is, within two leagues north of the ifland of Senegal. Not long after we 
faw hovering over the fhip, a bird which feemed greatly tired, and defirous of reft: 
he pitched upon one of the mafts; but a fowling-ptece foon brought him down upon 
deck, This was too beautiful a bird to omit giving a fhort defcription of him. He 
greatly refembled a jay ** in the fize of his body, and the figure of his beak and feét; 
but he differed from him in fome other refpeéts. lis belly was of a pale blue, and his 
back fallow. * His tail was adorned with two feathers, as long as the reft of his body ; 
and the colour both of the tail and of his wings, was the fineft iky-blue that eyes could 
behold. I often had occafion to fee this kind of jay in the couniry of Senegal ; but as 


*. Jafminoides Africanum, jafmini aculeati foliis, et facie. Nii Mem. Acad. 1711. page 322. pl. 12, 
fig. 1. ; 
a Gladiolus utrinque floridus, flore rubro. C. B. page 41. 

} Kleinia foliis lanceolatis, planis, caule evi, ventricofo. Linn. Hort. Cf. page 495+ 

§ Tithymalas dendroides linariz fullis ex infula Canarina. Pluk. Phyt. tab. 319. fig. 1. 

{| Euphorbia aculeata, nuda, fubguiinquangularis, aculeis germinatis. Linn. Hort. Chiff page 196. 
g Conche univalves, 5th fort, pli. fig.2. Pouchet. | 
** Garrulus argentoratenfis. Willug. Ornith. page 8g. tab. 20. 
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{ afterwards found he is a bird of paffage, that comes to refide for fome vhonths of the 


funierer in the fouthern parts of Eerope, and goes back to fperid the remainder of the 
be fn Senegal, 1 would not orifit ‘mentioning that he is fometimes met in his paflage 
at fea. ? : j ‘ 

The fame day we arrived before the factory of Senegal. After having made the 
afual fignals, and feluted the fort with our guns, we caft anchor three leagues higher, 
at the mouth of the river Niger, in nine fathoms water, a flimy bottom, and good 
holding ground. Though we were within half a league of the bar, the fea was very 
high ; and the winds blowing off the fhore, made a prodigious furf, which occafioned 
our fhip to roll in'a ftrange manner. Here we were witneffes to a fatal accident, which 
but tod often happens at fea We put out our boat, but unluckily it overfet, and one 
of the men" was drowned. However, we did not ftay long in the road; a boat was 
fent from the ifle of Senegal, to carry us over the bar, and pilot us into the river. 

By a bar we underftand a particular agitation of the waves, which in pafling over a 
fhoal *, fwell and rife'td a fheet of water, from ten to twelve feet high, and afterwards 
break in the fall. ‘No fooner has ‘the firft wave had its effect, but it is followed by a 
fecond, tmd this by a third. They begin to be perceptible at a hundred and fometimes 
a hundred and fifty fathoms from the coaft, and are as formidable to large as to {mall 
veffels. A boat runs the danger of being overfet, and a ‘hip of being dafhed to pieces. 
This bar exterids all along the coaft of Senegal; at leaft there are few places it does 
fot Such was the danger we had to encounter before we could enter this river, 
the 1 of which was covered by a bank of fand, againft which the billows dafhed 
with great violence. Luckily for us, we arrived at a time of year when the fea is not 
fo boifterous, confequently when the bar is lefs difficult to get over: we were piloted 
by negroes, all hearty fellows, and fo well acquainted with this navigation, that very 
rarely any accidents happen. 

he pilot boats belonging to the bar are fmail-decked veflels, from fifty to fixty tons, 

and fometimes larger. They generally fail with ballaft only, and feldom draw more 

than four or five feet water. ‘The care of them is entirely committed to negroes, whom 

you muft not pretend either to contradié& or advife. When we were on the bar, we 

were obliged to keep profound filence, that the pilot might not be in the leaft inter. 

rupted: fome hid themfelves through fear of being drowned, and fome through 

apprehenfion of being wet: others, more intrepid than the reft, ftood upon deck to 

view the agitation of the waves. I, as an obferver, could not help placing myfelf in 

‘this ftation; and for my pains I got thoroughly wet. We were above half a quarter 
of an hour in this dangerous paflage ; now lifted up by billows which bended under 

us; and now toffed by others which dafhed againft the fides of the veffel, and covered 

it all over with water. One wave lifted us up very high, and then left us aground ; 

another came and took us up and was followed by others in the like fucceffion. At 

length, after being toffed in this manner for fome time, we faw ourfelves out of danger. 

- As it is cuftomary on this occafion to make a handfome prefent to the negroes of the 
a u oo paffenger behaved generoufly towards them, and they were very well 

tustied.. : 

As foon as we entered the river Niger, we found ourfelves in a very gentle ftream, 
of above three hundred fathoms in breadth, that is, four or five times broader than 
the Seine at Pont Royal. Its dire€tion is exaGtly north and fouth, parallel to the coaft, 


cae Which fhoal, or bank of fand, our authorghovld have underftocd by a bar : but what he fays above, 
is only the effect of the fhoal or bar.’ I only mean, the fhoal is the bar. 


Py see 
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for the {pace of three leagues, from its mouth to the ifland of Senegal. The land:on 
both fides is only one continued plain of quick fands, extremely white, with a few downs 
{cattered here and there, and continually fhifting according to the caprice of the winds. 
The weftern bank forms avery low cape or narrow flip of land, which feparates the 
river from the fez, and whofe greateft breadth is not a hundred and fifty fathoms: 
this is called Barbary Point. The eaftern bank is higher; but they are both equally 
dry and barren, and produce only a few low plants. We did not perceive any trees, 
till we advanced two leagues higher, towards the Englifh ifland; and then we {pied 
fome mangroves, which are almoft the only tree we faw till we arrived at the iffand of 
Senegal. 

This place is fituated within three leagues of the mouth of the river, and two-thirds 
of a league from the Englifh ifland. It is the chief fettlement of Senegal ; and the refi- 
dence of the direétor general. We arrived by night-fall at the harbour éaft of the fort, 
where we landed. As foon as I fet foot on fhore, I waited upon M. de la Brue,. the 
direétor general, who gave me a moft kind reception. I delivered to him the letters. of 
recommendation which I had from his uncle M. David, dire€tor of the Eaft India come 
pany, who was pleafed to intereft himfelf in my favour : and they operated even beyond 
what I could poffibly expe& in a country fubje& to fuch difficulties. In thort, he 
promifed to aflift me on all occafions, and he did it accordingly with fuch readinefs-and 
good nature, as deferves a grateful acknowled from the lovers of natural hiftory, 
if I have done any thing towards promoting this branch of learning. : 

He foon was as good as his word: I had the liberty of travelling up the : ind 
of examining into its various productions. To facilitate my defign, M. de la Brue pros 
cured mea boat, with negroes, and an interpreter, in fhort all conveniencies, as fj 
cified by the Eaft-India company to the fuperior council, in -a letter wherein they ine 
form him of my intentions, ; 

Being arrived in a country fo different in every refpe& from my own, and findin 
myfelf as it were in a new world, whatever I beheld drew my attention, becaufe it af- 
forded me matter of inftrution. The air, the climate, the inhabitants, the animals, 
the lands, and vegetables, all were new to me: not one objec. that offered itfelf.to my 
view, was I accuftomed to. Which way foever I turned my eye, I faw nothing. but 
fandy plains *, burnt by the moft feorching heat of the fun. Even the very ifland 
ftood upon, is only a bank of fand, about 1150 fathoms in length, and 150 or 200 at 
the moit in breadth, and almoft level with the furface of the water. It divides the 
river into two branches, one of which to the eaftward is about 30c fathoms broad, and. 
the other weftward near 200, with a confiderable depth. : 

This ifland, notwithftanding its fterility, was inhabited by upwards of three thoufand 
negroes, invited thither by the generofity of the whites, into whofe fervice moft of them 
had entered. Here they have ereéted houfes or huts, which occupy above one half of 
the ground. Thefe area kind of dove or ice houfes, the walls of which are reedg 
faftened clofe together, and fupported by {takes driven into the ground. Thefe ftakes 
are from five to fix feet high, and havé a round covering of {traw, of the tame height, 
and terminating in a point. Thus each hut has only a ground floor, and is from ten ta 
fifteen feet diameter. They have but one fquare door, very low, and many of them 
with a threfhold raifed a foot above the ground; fo that in going in they muft incline 
their bodies, and lift a leg up very high, an attitude not only ridiculous but difagreeable, 


* The author is miftaken, or has forgot, for the Guinea-fide is all covered with woods: the ifland and 
the Barbary thore, or tongue of land, are exaétly as he deferibes. oO. 
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One or two beds are frequently fufficient for a whole family, including domeftics, who 
fie pell-mell along with their mafters and the children. ‘Their bed is a hurdle laid on 
erofs pieces of wood, and fupported by forkiilas, or fmall forks, a foot above the 
round ; over this they throw a mat, which ferves them for a paillaffe or -ftraw bed, 

: for a mattrefs, and generally for fheets and bed-clothes ; as to pillows they have none. 
Their furniture is not. very cumberfome ; for it confifts only of a few earthen pots, 
called cenaris, a few calabafhes, or gourd-bottles, with wooden bowls, and the like 
utenfils. : ; . : 

All the huts belonging to the fame perfon are inclofed with a wall or palifade of reeds 
about fix feet high’; to which they give the name of tapadz. Though the negroes ob- 
ferve very little fymmetry in the fituation of their houfes, yet the French of the ifland of 
Senegal have taught them to follow a certain uniformity in the largenefs of the tapades, 
which they have regulated in fuch a manner, as to form a {mall town with feveral ftreets 
drawn ina direé line. Thefe ftreets indeed are not paved; and luckily there is no oc- 
cafion for it; fince they would be very much at a lofs to find the fmalleft pebble upwards 
of thirty leaguesall round. The inhabitants find a greater conveniency in their fandy 
foil: for as it is very deep, and foft, it ferves them to fit upon; itis alfo their fofa, 
their couch, their bed. Befides, it has feme other good ules, namely, that there is no 
danger in falling ; and it is always very clean, even'after the heavieft rains, becaufe it 
imbibes the water with great cafe, and there needs only an hour of fine weather to dry 
it. ', this town or village, which ever you pleafe to call it, is the handfomelt, 
the and the moft regular in the country: they reckon, as I have already men- 
tioned, upwards of three thoufand inhabitants: it is about a quarter of a league long, 
and the breadth equal to that of the ifland, whofe centre it occupies, being ata 
ranged on both fides of the fort by which it is commanded, 

We may fafely affirm, that the negroes of Senegal are the likelieft men in all Nigritia 
or Negroland. They are generally above middle fized, well fhaped, and well-limbed. 
There is no fuch thing ever known among them as cripples, or hump-backs, or bandy 
legs, unlefs it be by accident. They are itrong, robuit, and of a proper temperament 
for bearing fatigue. Their hair is black, curled, downy, and extremely fine. Their 
eyes are large and. well cut, with very little beard ; their features agreeable enough, and 
their fkin the deepeft black, ; : 

Their ufual drefs confifts in a {mall piece of linen which paffes between their thighs ; 
and the two ends, being lifted up and folded, form a fort of drawers, which are tied with 
a fillet before ; and rhus they cover their nudity. They have likewife a paan, thatis a 
piece of calico, made in the form of a large napkin, which they carelefsly throw over 
their fhoulders, letting one end of it dangle againft their knees. 

The women are much about the fame fize and make as the men. Their fkin is fur- 
prifingly delicate and foft; their mouth and lips are fmall; and their features very 
regular. There are fome of them perfect beaufies*. They have a great fhare of 
vivacity, and a vaft deal of freedom and eafe, which renders them extremely agreeable. 
For their clothing they make ufe of two paans, one of which goes round their waift, 
hangs down to the knee, and fupplies the place of an under-petticoat ; the other covers 
both their fhoulders, and fometimes the head. This is a modeft drefs enough for fo hota 
country: but they are generally fatisfied with the pzanx which covers the reins; and 
they throw off the pther whenever they find it troublefome. One may eafily judge 
that ghey are not‘long a dreffing or undrefling, and that their toilette is foon made. 


* The vat numbers of children, and children’s children, the French begat by ‘them, and left there, 
‘prove our author is not fingular in his opinion. ; 
‘ as 
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As the ifland of Senegal is within the dependance of the kingdom of Oualo, the 
negroes who live there, efpecially thofe who are free, are of that nation. They are, 
generally {peaking, very goodnatured, fociable, and obliging. Thofe whom the com- 
pany entertained in my fervice, were Oualofes, as they call themfelves, or by corrup- 
tion, Jallofs. ‘ 

Immediately after my arrival, I employed fome months, not only in ftudying the 
manners and charaéter of the inhabitants, but likewife in learning the Oualofe language 
which obtained moft generally in that country: for I was fenfibie that it would be of 
great fervice to me, and even indifpenfably neceflary in regard to the refearches 1 pur- 
pofed to make. With this view I frequented their company, and was among them as 
often as poffible. At length when I looked upon myfelf as fufficiently acquainted with 
their ufages and manners, and able to judge how to condu& myfelf in a country which - 
had long been the abject of my moft ardent wifhes, I determined to. fet out upon a 
ramble. ; ; ” 

The quick fands of the ifland of Senegal, their dogs-grafs, mangroves, and bind- 
weed, could not long afford fufficient employment for a naturalift. There was no 
way to get further inftru€tion, but by crofling the river in order to vifit the continent. 
‘With this view I went over as often as I could in my boat, and feveral days fucceffively. 
The ifland of Sor is the firft land that offers itfelf on the eaftern bank of the river, and 
is oppofite to the ifle of Senegal. It is above a league in length, and interfeéted by 
{mall rivers, which are called marigots. The foil is fandy like that of the ifland. of 
Senegal, but of furprifing fertility. In the middle of the ifland there.are : 
of a very gentle afcent, covered with white and red gum trees*, and otfers of the 
kind, and of very difficult accefs. 

1 landed the firft time on that ifland the roth of May, attended by my interpreter, and 
the two negroes, who had rowed my boat. It is bordered by a very thick wood, where 
with a good deal of difficulty I found a path, which is the only paffage to the inner part 
of theifland. ‘This would be no great harm, if a perfon was not ftopped every moment 
by thorns, ‘which are apt to catch his clothes, and tear his legs: for my part I came 
off with Jofing a few fcraps of my waiftcoat or fhirt, the only apparel one can bear in 
fo fultry a country, and where a fhirt alone is very cumberfome. But my negroes, 
with all their agility, oftentimes left fome bits of fkin behind them, not to mention the’ 
thorns which ftuck in their feet, moft of them going without fandals. Is it not amazing 
that the inhabitants of this ifland fhould have traded with thofe of Senegal more than 
thirty years, and all this while not have given themfelves the trouble to open a convenient 
road! Can there be a ftronger proof of the lazinefs and indolence of the negroes ? 
Their high road, the great thoroughfare of this ifland, is a path, which does not even 
merit that name ; fince a perfon is often obliged to creep on all four in order to get 
through it. Notwithftanding thefe difficulties I forced my way. : 

My negroes informed me, that there was fome game in this place. I had my gun, and 
each of them had theirs. 1 courfed for fome time without being difcouraged by the 
curvatures I was obliged to make every moment under the thorns. I killed_a few par- 
tridges and hares, which made me amends for my pains. The hares of this country are 
not altogether like thofe of France : they are not fo large ; and their colour is fomething 
between a hare and a rabbet. Their flefh is white, which gives thema greater refem- 
blance te a rabbet ; but they do not burrow : they are tender, and extremely well tafted. 
The fame cannot be faid of their partridges: they are fo tough, as to be good fer 

f « 


* A fort of acacia or Egyptian thorn, on which they gather two forts of gum, the white and the red, 
heretofore known by the name of gum Arabic, and at prefent by that ef gum Senega. . 
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nothing. I doubt much whether we ought not rather to call them wood-hens, for they 
are the fame fize, and much about the fame colour. They are fufficiently diftinguithed 
from other birds of this kind, by two ftrong fpurs to their feet. 

Pleafed with my fport, I proceeded as far as the village of Sor, which gives name 
to the ifland. Before I could get thither, I was obliged to crofs two marigots: thefe 
are rivulets with which the whole country is interfe¢ted in fuch a manner, that one 
cannot advance above two or three paces, without being obftru@ed. I had contrived 
an expedient, when they were not too deep; which was, to make my negroes carry 
me oyer. On this occafion I made ufe of it: one of them took me upon his fhoulders, 
and as his clothes did not incommode him greatly, he was quickly up to his breaft in 
water; fo that he wafted me in an inftant, as if he was running a race, over the firft 
marigot, which was broader than the Seine at Pont Royal. Thus was I mounted, if I 
may be perfnitted the term: and it is the fafeft method of croflings becaufe the negroes 
are ufed to walk through thefe watry plains, as upon land, and they know all the roads ; 


~ and indeed, as I had no other conveyance in croffing a river or a lake of a middling 


depth ; I thall repeat it no more. 

_Notwithftanding the care I had taken, my thoes got wet, but were not long a drying. 
Thad to walk on fands, which it would be incorreé to call by any other epithet than 
burning, fince even in the moft moderate weather, they experience there a heat of 60 
degrees and upwards as I afterwards found by the obfervations which I {crupuloufly fol- 
lowed with M. de Reaumur’s thermometer. A perfon may make an effay by getting 
fuch heat in his feet, at a time when that of the ambient air is 22 degrees in the 
fhade, as it was fhen in the ifland of Senegal the 1oth of May, one of the coldeft win- 
ter days in that country : it is eafy then to judge of the extreme fenfibility of an Euro- 
pean, tran fplanted from a temperate climate, to the hotteft part of the globe. My 
thoes grew tough like a horn, then cracked, and fell away to powder : even the feet of 
my negroes were chopped. The very reflection of the heat of the fun peeled the fkin 
off my face, and gave me a fmarting, which fometimes lafted five or fix days., Such 
were the ordinary effects of the great heat I had to fuffer, when I. undertook this ram- 
ble over the diftrict of Senegal: effe€ts which increafe in fuch a manner, that the heat 
of the place inftead of 22 degrees, mounted to 34 in the fhade, that is,’ in the coldeft 
air. To thefe inconveniencies I muft add that of the quick fands, which are€xceflively 
fatiguing, becaufe you fink up to your ancle ; and your fhoes being filled therewith, 
become intolerably heavy and troublefome. Then, for the firft time, I perceived the 
ufe of that thick fkin, thicker than the breadth of a finger, with which nature has 
ftrengthened the foles of the negroes feet, whereby they are fecured againft the hard- 
nefs of external bodies, fo as to have no occafion for fhoes. Yet I accuftomed myfelf 
by degrees to this kind of fatigue ; for there is nothing but what-one may compafs with 


* a good will; and this was not wanting. 


After thefe viciffitudes of a paffage through thorns, rivers, and burning fands, where 
I courfed and herborized all the way, I arrived at length at the village of Sor. There 
I fourid the governor, whom the negroes diftinguifhed by the name of Borom-dck, that 
is, mafter of the village. He wasa venerable old man, about fifty, with a grey beard 
and hoary locks. When I call him an old man, of fifty, this is becaufe the negroes of 
Senegal are really old at.the age of forty-five, and oftentimes fooner : and 1 remember 
to have heard the French inhabitants of Senegal fay feveral times, that according to the 
béft of their oblervation, the negroes of that country feldom lived to be older than fixty,’ 
whith agrees exactly with the remarks 1 endeavoured to afcertain during my ftay at 
Senegal. But to return to the matter of the villace of Sor: he wasaluitv. well lookine 
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man, whofe phyfiognomy befpoke him a perfon of gentle manners and great good 
nature. His name was Baba-Sec: he was fitting on the fand, under the fhade of a 
jujube*, planted before his hut, where he was {moaking and converfing with a few 
friends. As foon as he faw me, he rofe up, prefented his hand to me thrice, then laid 
it upon his forehead, and afterwards upon his breatt, afking me each time, in his 
language, how I did. I performed the fame ceremony myfelf at the fame time, 
becaufe I underftood that fuch was the manner of faluting in this country. He did not 
take off his cap, for he wore none: as to my part I followed the French cuftom, which 
is never to take off our hats to people of his complexion. -He ordered a mat to be 
fet before me, and I fat down: then he placed himfelf in one of the corners ; and 
notwith{tanding all I could do, thefe was no prevailing on him to draw towards the 
middle, This is a mark of refpeét they thew the French, whom they look upén as 
great people; that is, as great lords, and far their fuperiors, Indeed they are not | 
much in the wrong; and this kind of fubmiffion ought to be encouraged as much as 
poffible; fo I did not prefs him hard. Two of his wives (for polygamy is eftablithed 
in that country) came immediately after with their children, to pay their compliments 
to me, and they brought me a few bowls full of milk, with eggs and fowls. I drank 
fome of the milk, and thanked them for the reft. : 
It was near their dinner time, and Baba-Sec depended upon my ftaying. In the 
mean, time, my curiofity led me to fee the village. ‘Che huts were neither fo large nor 
fo neat as thofe I had feen in the ifle of Senegal. In fome, the covering came down 
almoft to the ground, and was kept up before the door by a few ftakes, to: form a. 
kind of pent-houfe, which fheltered them from the rays of the fuh.. In-others, the 
walls were dene over with thick mud, mixed with cow-dung, which ftunk abominably. 
The latter had two oppofite entrances, each of which was only an oval made in the 
wall, of a foot and half diameter, aad two feet from the ground. I had found the 
{quare doors of the ifland of Senegal very uneafy ; but thele were ftill mors fo, fince 
there was no fuch thing as entering them without doubling my chin to my knees. The 
infide was in every refpeét like what I had feen in Senegal. The ftreets were as irre. 
gular as the huts, and very narrow. Notwithftanding the little proportion obferved 
by thofegrchiteéts, the villages ftill are very agreeable, becaufe they are planted with 
trees, which befides the coolnels of their fhade, refrefh the eye with a perpetual verdure. 
The children of both fexes, even fuch as were nine or ten years old, an age at which 
the marks of puberty begin to fhew themfelves, were ftark naked. The girls had for 
ornament round their waift a girdle of glafs toys, or, where thofe could not be had, of 
a requien’st knuckle-bones, or of cockle-thells ftringed like a pair of beads. Some 
perhaps will imagine that thofe children, in this ftate of nakednefs, mutt be dathed at 
the fight of a ftranger: but far from it ; you may go up to them, and even play with 
them, they will give themfelves no fawcy airs; and though they are neither thame- 
faced nor bafhful, yet there is nothing in their countenance but what is natural and 
eafy. No doubt but it will be alfo furprifing to many, that children, who were {carce 
fix months old, fhould begin to walk by themfelves. It was pleafant to f2e thofe little 
creatures tumbling on the fand before the fun, and creeping on all four like little 
monkeys, and to hear them utter inarticulately a few words between their teeth, with 
an air of contentment and pleafure. The women had all a baif-paan round their waift, 
which ferved them for a petticoat ; but from their waift upwards they were naked. 


* Jujuba aculeata, nervofis foliis infra fericeis Bavirs, Burm. Thee. Zeyl. p. 131. Tab.63. = 
A voracious fh, of the nature of a fea dog. The young reguiens are a dith very much liked by 
the negroes : 2 4 
ea! Kee Being 
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Being generally well made, they have a very good air in this difhabille, efpecially when 
a perfon is ufed to their colour: thofe who are not accuftomed to them, muft be con- 
tent with admiring their fhape, which is extremely fine. : 

Which way foever I turned my eyes on this pleafant fpot, I beheld’4 perfect image 
of pure nature : an agreeable folitude, bounded on every fide by a charming landfcape ; 
the rural fituation of cottages in the midft of trees; the eafe and indolence of the 
negroes, reclined under the fhade of their fpreading foliage; the fimplicity of their 
drefs and manners; the whole revived in my mind, the idea of our firft parents, and 
I {eemed to contemplate the world in its primeval ftate. 

My mind was agreeably amufed with thefe reveries, when word was brought me, 
fromghe governor of the village, that dinner waited for me. Upon which I turned 
back'with my negroes, who conduéted me through that labyrinth of cottages, where 
otherwife I fhould have been eafily loft. I found the governor juft on the very {pot 
where I left him, with his children, and a few friends. They fat crofs-legged on the 
fand, round a large wooden bowl full of coufcous ; which is a thick-grained pap, made 
of two forts of millet. “He made me fit down by him; then he began to fall to, and 
thrufting his hand into the dith, he took a handful of coufcous, which he rolled about 
with his fingers, for want of a fork and fpoon, a conveniency they have not yet learnt. 
He invited me afterwards to do the fame. I did not let him prefs me hard, but 
followed his example: for I never departed from this principle, that nothing con- 
tributes more to gain the confidence and friendfhip of ftrangers among whom you 
refide, than to conform to their cuftoms and manner of living ; and I always found 
my account in it. The cou/cous was judged excellent ; and one of the moft convincing 
proofs thereof, was, that the difh was foon emptied.. For my part I did not judge fo 
favourably of it ; nothing that I can think of is more infipid’than this dith; and the 
manner of eating it is every whit as difagreeable. However, I ufed myfelf to it ; and 
found it afterwards very good. ‘This fingle courfe conftituted our whole feaft. 

When dinner was over, a young fhe-flave, in her natural habit, prefented us all 
round a bow! full of water, out of which éach perfon drank ; and then they made ufe 
of it to wath the hand that had performed the office of a {poon, which is always the 
right ; the left being defigned for ufes inconfiftent with cleanlinefs. Thefe practices, 
like polygamy, are a confequence of the precepts of the Mahometan religion, which 
they have fo far embraced, as its principles are agreeable to their own cuftoms and 
eafy manner of living. I was very much furprized, not to fee any of my landlord’s 
wives eating in company with him, but I was told, that fuch was the cuftom of. the 
country, and that no woman ever had that honour done her; becaufe they are per- 
fuaded, like good Mahometans, that there is no paradife for the female fex. There- 
fore they dined after us, and in the fame manner ; that is, without table, plates, table- 
cloth, fpoons, knives, forks, or napkins. : 

In order to make my hoft amends for his. good entertainment, I prefented him 
with a few. pattes* of iron, and I diftributed fome glafs toys among his wives and 
children. Hie wanted to keep me for a ball which was juft going to begin; but I 
begged him to poftpone it till another time, becaufe it was near fun-fet. We parted 
extremely well fatisfied with each other. ‘The guiriotst, in return for the generofity 
with which I had behaved towards them, attended me upwards of two hundred paces, 
beating on the'drum, to the found of which all the young people danced in cadence, 


* The patie of iron is the twelfth part of a bar nine feet long; and ferves for money in this country. 
+ This is the name the negroes give to the muficians and drummers of the country. 
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expreffing their joy. At length I loft fight of them, and made all the hafte I could 
back to the ifland of Senegal. ; oe 

1 was not a little pleafed with this my firft reception at the lord of Sor's. It convinced 
me, that there ought to be confiderable abatements made, in the accounts I Had read 
and heard every where, of the favage character of the Africans ; and I was of opinion, 
that this fhould not extend to the natives of Senegal. This gave me great encourage- 
ment to go oftener amongft them; and 1 was highly delighted to hear a little while 
after, that a veffel was to fet out the month following, to buy fome oxen at the - 
Mufketoe trading-place. An agent belonging to the company who was entrufted with 
this commiffion, engaged me to perform the voyage with him. Accordingly we- 
embarked the 16th of June, early in the morning, upon the river Niger. We 
afcended the ftream, and when we came to the point of the ifle of Bifeche, we began 
to lofe fight of the ifland of Senegal, which is about a league diftant from thence. To 
the right we had the ifle of Bifeche, and the wood ifland to the left: they were both 
bordered with mangroves; fo that our navigation was as pleafant as if we had been 
failing through a large avenue of beautiful trees. The mangroves* have fomething fo 
extraordinary in their nature, that I cannot pafs them over in filence. The largeft of 
thefe trees are generally no more than fifty feet high; they grow only in the water, 
and on the banks of rivers where the tide goes up twice a-day. They preferve the. 
verdure of their leaves throughout the year, which oe be faid alfo of moft of the trees |” 
of this country : but’ what renders them more remarkable, is the long roots, which. 
iffuing out of their loweft branches, hang down to the water, and penetrate into the _ 
earth. Then they refemble fo many arcades from five to ten feet high, which ferve - . 
to fupport the body of the tree, and even to advance it daily into the bed of the river, 
Thefe arcades are fo clofe, and intertwifted, one with another, that they form a kind 
of natural and tranfparent terrace, raifed with fuch folidity over the water, that one 
might walk upon them, were it not that the branches are too much encumbered 
with leaves. 

Thus we advanced three leagues through mangroves, after which from the marigot 
of Kiala to that of Torkhod, within four leagues and a half of the ifland of Senegal, 
we faw nothing on both banks of the river, but rufhes or weeds from ten to fifteen 
feet hight. Torkhod is a village fituate on the left fide of the river Niger, upon a 
hill of red fand, at the foot of which pafleth the marigot that bears its name. This 
is the only village we could fee the whole way from the ifland of Senegal. The 
mangroves had intercepted the profpect of the others, which are fcattered about the 
low lands overflown by the Niger. The advantageous fituation of Torkhod, the red 
colour of the hill, the beauty of the trees, with which it is adorned, and the meadows 
which it commands, all together afford a very agreeable profpect. The fifhermen 
belonging to the place brought us fome fhell-fifh by the French called machsirans}, with 
eels and other fifh which they had catched in their little river. We bought about five 
dozen, which did not ftand as in three deniers a piece. From whence we continued 
our voyage, meeting with a few more mangroves, on the right bank of the river, till’. 
we came within a league of a village called Maka, where thefe trees terminate. 

The fame day we arrived before fun-fet at the Mufketoe trading-place ; where was 
to be the fale of cattle. This being the firft port we meet with, im going up the Niger, 


* Mangles aquatica, foliis fubrotundis & punétatis. Plum. gen. pag. 13. 
+ Gramen daétylon bicorne tomentofum maximum, fpicis numerofiffimis. Sloan. Jam. vol, 1. tab. 15. 
+ Nhamdia Brafitienfibus, bagre do Rio Lufitanis. Afarogr. p..149. 

Myitus cirrhis fex longiflimis, pinnd dorfi fecunda triangulari. Gronow. Muf. Ichth. p. 35. n. 84. 
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the fame is praftifed here, as at fea by. thofe who ‘pafs the tropic: the French, the 
firlt time they come this way, are bound to make a prefent to the /apfots* 3 and there- 
fore I gave them the ufual gratuity. The Mufketoe trading-pldce is only thirteen 
leagues to the north £ north-eaft of the ifland of Senegal. This is a fruitful plain ex- 
tending on both fides the river as far as the village of Mak4, which we left behind 
us: the whole tra@ of ground, upwards of feven leagues in length, is laid out in 
{pacious meadows, where the inhabitants breed a vaft number of cattle. .The name of 
marigot, of the Mufketoes, is given to a fmall river, which falls into the Niger, a little 
below the trading-place; becaufe it-is full of very high and thick weeds, which ferve 
to harbour a kind of Mufketoes called maringoins. Sometimes thofe little infects iffue 
_ forth from thefe inacceffiblé places, in fuch fwarms, that they darken the air. It is 

. very diffcult to guard again{t them, becaufe their fting will penetrate through the 
compaéteft woollen ftuffs; and the multitudes of them that attack a perfon all at the 
fame time, caufe a prodigious pain, and.throw the whole body, as it were, into 
a ferment. This is one of the greateft inconveniences that all aquatic places are 
fubje& to. 

The Moors waited for us, within two hundred paces of the north bank of the river, 
where they were encamped. All over the country, nothing was to be feen but 
numerous flocks of oxen, wethers, kid, and camels, which ranged about in full liberty. 
‘The day following I went on fhore to view the oxen, which feemed to me very dif- 
ferent from thofe of Europe ; for moft of them were. larger and higher legged 3 but 
they were particularly remarkable for a lump of flefh, which rofe above a foot on the 
withers, between the two fhoulders. ‘The rams (which they are not ufed to caftrate) 
are alfo of a very peculiar fort. They bear no refemblance to our French rams, 
except in their head and tail ; but as to their fize, and hair, they are more like a goat : 
the latter animal has nothing remarkable. The flefh of both is extremely delicate, 
but often too perfumed. It feems that a fleece of wool would have been inconvenient 
to fheep in fo hot a country ; and therefore, nature has changed it for thin-hair of 
moderate length. 

As I rambled among thofe numerous flocks, I found myfelf approaching towards 
the adouar ; a name they give to a clufter of tents, where the Moors are lodged. 
Thefe tents are all round in the form of a cone, and made of goats and camels hair, 
impenetrable to the rain. They were ranged near to one another, in a circular form, 
each fupported by a pole in the middle, and fixed all round with thongs of ox fkin, 
faftened to ftakes about a foot from the ground. The infide of them was hung with 
feveral rows of mats, fecured on one fide by the tents, and on the other by their 
moveables: the latter confift of a few borrachoes containing their cloaths, their 
milk, and butter; in fhort, all their provifions, and a few pieces of calabafhes, which 
ferve for utenfils. 

While the men looked after their cattle, the women were confined to their tents, 
where they employed their time in churning butter, in fpinning, and taking care of 
their children and other domeftic concerns. They are of an olive complexion, with 
very regular features, and large fparkling eyes; their hair is long and plaited; fome 
have it hanging down, and others tied up. They feemed to be well made, though 
{mall ; and a great deal more referved than the negroe women. The men are not 
much taller than the negroes ; but they differ in their colour, which is red or a red 
brown; in their hair, which is of a middling length, curled, and much thicker ; and 


© This is the name given to the negroes in the fervice of the Eaft India company. 
efpecially 
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efpecially in their mufcles, which appear more under their fkin : they have alfo a more 
meager face, with lefs flefh, and their fkin is not fo fmooth, The drefs both of men 
and women, counfifts in a long fhirt of black linen, and a paan, with which the women 
cover their head and fhoulders ;. the «men fometimes roll it about their bodies like a 
waift-band, and fometiges round their heads, in imitation of a turbant. This paan 
is not always black and made of cotton ; there are a great many men who wear it of 
white wool, and oftentimes edged with red. I fpoke once already of the repaft I 
made with the Negroes; but the Moors are no’ way inferior to them in frugality. 
Their ordinary food is milk, either of camels, cows, goats, or fheep, with millet ; 
and very often milk and gum alone is their whole repaft, and ferves them for meat 
and drink. 

Though two months were not yet elapfed fince my coming to Senegal, I nevers 
thelefs had an opportunity of feeing, and forming fome judgement, at leafi as much 
as was neceflary, for the time prefent, of two nations, the moft diftant in their 
cuftoms and manner of living, of all thofe that inhabit this part of Africa, namely, 
the Moors and the Negroes. In both, I had obferved great humanity and fociablenefs, 
which gave me ftrong hopes, that I fhould be very fafe among them, and meet with. 
the fuccefs I defired in my inquiry after the curiofities of their country. 

The next day I went a herborizing and courfing over the beautiful fields on the op- 
pofite bank of the river. At that time they were covered with a large kind of millet, 
called guiar-natt*, or guinea corn : it was now almoft ripe, and the Negroes had covered 
the ears with its own leaves, to-fhelter it from the fparrows, which do a great deal of 
mifchief in this country. It was no fmall labour to walk acrofs thofe fpacieus fields of 
millet, the ftalks being very large and compact, and full eight feet high. The heat 
was quite ftifling, for not the leaft breath of air could be perceived amidft thofe high: 
plants; and the fun, at a very little diftance from the zenith, darted his rays almoft 
perpendicularly. My Negroes, in order to amufe themfelves in this long walk, and to. 
quench their thirft, plucked feveral intire italks of millet, and fucked the juice, after 
ftrippitg it of its hufk. ‘They gave me fome to tafte, and I found it fo fweet andi 
pleafant, that I quickly followed their example. Ido not at all doubt but the ftalks: 
of millet, prepared in the fame manner as fugar canes, would afford a very proper juice 
for making fugar. . 

At length, after walking halfan hour without feeing any thing but plants all round: 
me, I arrived at the foot of a little hill, whereon was built a village, which the Ne- 
groes call Depleur. I had viewed it from the bank of the river, where it afforded a. 
moft delightful profpect. The foot of this hill was all of pure red fand, and entirely 
planted with gardens. At that time there were giromons, a fort of mufhrooms peculiar 
to hot countries, and not at all inferior in fize to thofe of cold climates, but greatly fu- 
perior in fweetnefs and delicacy of tafte. The two fpecies of Indian ketmia t, the green 
and the red, grow there extremely well; they are fhrubs four or five feet high, and 
refemble ours only in thetafte, The reft of the ground is covered with tobacco and. 
French beans. ‘ . 7 

From thefe gardens, I proceeded to the village, without intending to make any flay 
there, becaufe‘it did not appear to me, to differ from thofe [ had feen already. As it 
is not much frequented by the French, by reafon of its diftance from the river, the 
little children, who had never beheld any white people, were frightened greatly atfeeing 
me ; and ran away as fait as they could, to feck for fhelter between their mothers legs :. 


* Milium arundinaceum, fubrotundo femine forgo nominatum. C. B..Pin. 26.. 
Ph oo | ger ete coe Dean | eS: OR LO iat OS Eee ee a. ace. eo a 


616 ADANSON’S VOYAGE TO SENEGAL, &c. 


at the fame time they gave very loud cries, which did not frighten me much, becaufe 
I-foon difcovered the caufe. Yet I got a little out of the way, to-avoid the frighful 
noife occafioned by my prefence; when a woman who faw me gathering fruit in the 
garden, thought to oblige me, by bringing me fome of a fort greatly efteemed in that 
country. At the fame time fhe conducted me into the-middle of the village, where 
ftood the tree from which fhe had plucked them. It was very large, but not high: by 
its fupple pendant boughs, and long thorns, I knew it to be the agihalid of Profper 
Alpinas *: The Negroes call it /eumpe. As 1 ftopped to view this tree, I was quickly 
furrounded by a number of boys and girls, whom curiofity had drawn together. Some 
out of refpect, and {dme out of fear, keep themfelves at a diftance: others were fami- 
liar enough to come near me, and to afk for glafs trinkets; for thefe, as I obferved be- 
fore, are the merchandife and ornament which the Negroes chiefly delight in. ,Moft 
of them had never feen a white man fo near; fome touched my cloaths and my fnen A 
others took hold of my hat, and of my hair which I wore in a bag, thinking it im- 
poflible it fhould grow to fuch a length as they faw,it about my ears; others in fhort, 
felt the bag itfelf, and afked me for tobacco, with which they thought it to be filled, 
_becaufe of its being fo very like a little fquare leather bag, wherein they are accuftomed. 
to carry tobacco upon their breafts; _but how great was their furprife, upon feeing mé 
take off my bag, when my hair fell down to my waift. ‘he liberty I gave them to 
examine both, foon undeceived them, as well in regard to the pretended ufe of the bag, 
as to my hair, the length of which they no longer doubted of, when they faw it really 
faftened to my head. : 

This extraordinary and unexpected fcene, occafioned my making feveral refle&tions as 
I went from thence. It came into my head, that my colour fo oppofite to the blacknefs 
of the Africans, was the firft thing that ftruck the children: thefe poor little creatures 
were then in the fame cafe as our infants, the firft time they fee a Negro. Irecalled to 
mind alfo, that the fecond thing which furprifed the reft, was the length and thicknefs 
of my hair, compared to theirs, which looks like very fine curled wool : and in the laft 
place, the weight and conftraint of my apparel, which after all, confifted only of a 
very light callico waiftcoat. The reader will no longer be furprifed that fome’ of them: 
fhould afk me for merchandize, and others for tobacco, when he is informed, that 
Negroes of every age, fex, and condition, are ufed to afk even the fmalleft trifles of the 
whites, when they cannot pilfer them; it is with good reafon faid, that they are the 
mott artful beggars, and the moft dextrous thieves in the univerfe. 

Inftead of following the road I had taken acrofs the tirefome fields of millet, to go 
to Depleur, I returhed by the meadow above them. _I faw there only a few gum trees, 
a prodigious quantity of tamarifks like thofe of Narbonne, the thrub /e/ban ft, anda 
large fpecies of fenfitive plant, which the Negroes call guerackiao,. that is, good morrow, 
becaufe, they fay, when you touch it, or draw near to fpeak to it, the plant imme- 
diately inclines its leaves to wifh you, as it were, a good morrow, and to fhew, that 
it is fenfible of the politenefs done it. ‘Among the herbs with which the meadow is 
ftrewéd, I took notice of the jufieat, of arfmart |], chickweed §, and feveral {pecies 
of mollugo; of a great many forts of grafs, of the co/denia ||, and a fmall fenfitive plant, 
rampant, and not {pinous, infinitely more delicate and fenfible than all the fpecies that 


T know. 
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I did not negleét; the following days, to vifit the neighbouring. villages and fields, 
where I found great plenty of a kind of fhrub hitherto unknown to botanifts which 
the Moors call guerzim. I likewife difcovered a confiderable number of other new 
plants ; but it would be of no ufe to mention them here. s 

There are a great mdhy wild boars in thofe parts, but I never could come up.with 

any of them. I killed feveral of thofe birds, which the French call /arge eyes: and, 
indeed, they are of a largenefs that has no fort of proportion to the head. In the form 
of their body, and of their feet, which are {plit into three toes, they are very like a 
buftard : they are as large as a hen, and their feathers are of an afh-grey, mixed with 
white. Their flefh is tender, and may be eaten. I could not avoid having very good 
fport in the meadow, for there is plenty of game: but it was interrupted every 
moment by the loud and importunate cries of a kind of bird, which the Negroes call . 
ueit-uett, the French fguallers or bawlers, becaufe as. foon as they. fee a man, 
they fet up a loud fcreaming, and, keep flying round him, asif their intent was to warn 
the other birds which upon hearing the cry immediately take wing. Thefe birds are thé 
bane of fportfmen, who are fure to find the place clear of all game foon after their arrival, 
In fhort, they put me into a paffion, which coft them very dear ; for, as they always fly 
in pairs, I killed feveral brace. There were two forts; and neither of them hardly ex- 
ceeded the bignefs of a pigeon ; but they were high-legged, and had a very long neck, 
The colour of one was afh-grey on the back and wings, the.reft of their body was _al- 
together white. The other had their wings and part of the tail black, and their fhoul- 
ders were armed with a {mall horn of the fame colour, very long, of the fhape and hard 
confiftency of a {pur, which ferved them as an offenfive and defenfive weapon againft 
the other birds. : 
_. Wewere now in the eighth day of our voyage, when we finifhed our bufinefs, and 
thought of returning to the ifland of Senegal. ‘The Moors, who had repaired to this place 
only to fell their cattle, having foraged the country all round, were preparing to en- 
camp on another fpot, and even to retire towards the mountains, at a great diftance 
northward of the fiver, to avoid the inundations with which the firft rains of the 
month of June had lately threatened them. Their tents were already ftruck, and, 
they had put: them, together with their furniture and utenfils, into facks of leather 
neatly dreffed. ‘The whole was loaded on the Backs of camels and oxen, which car- 
ried their houfes, moveables, wives and children. Such is the life the Moors lead ; 
they are never fixed toa fpot: their flocks, in which confifts their whole wealth, oblige 
them to change quarters, according as the feafons and the nature of their pafturage 
require. . 

Soon after my return to the ifland of Senegal, an opportunity offered of going to Podor, 
a factory belonging to the company, diftant from this ifland fixty leagues or thereabouts, 
on the river Niger. The veffel was to go and return without ftopping ; yet I went on 
board. My Negroes did not want folicitation to follow me; fo they joined with the 
fhip’s company. We fet fail the 30th of June, afcending the river nearly from weft to 
. eaft. The winds were fo favourable, that we arrived in three days at Podor. As fo 
expeditiousa navigation did not allow metime to go on fhore, I embraced this oppor- 
tunity of taking a plan of the courfe of the river. 1 obferved the different widths of its 
bed, and of the mouths of rivers that empty themfelves into it, the angle which the 
latter form in their difemboguing, the iflands we found by the way, and their length : 
I likewife founded their depth; in fhort, I negle€ted nothing that was capable of ren- 
dering my obfervations moft accurate. For this purpofe I made ule of the compafs to 
mark the changes of direGion in its courfe, meafuring from time to time its velocity 
or that of the veflel : fometimes I added to thefe two methods an eftimate of the great- 
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nefs of the diftances, in which I had every conveniency, arid net with all the fuccefé 
T could with. ‘If we excepta few thoals here and there in the bed of the Niger, which 
atiay be eafily avoided when the winds are not quite contrary, one is fure of finding it 
navigable throughout. ‘Though it was then at irs greatelt ebb, yet it was from twenty 
to thirty feet and more deep. The fea-water, which flows every common year as high 
up as the marigot of the Mufketoes, that is, about fifteen leagues from the mouth of the 
river, had reached this year as far as the defert, that is, upwards of thirty leagues. 
This is about the diftance where the falt water ftops: but the tide is perceived a great 
deal-higher up ; it reaches as far as Podor, where it is vifible by the rifing of the freth 
water, which is fubject to the fame viciffitudes of tide, but at lefs equal periods. ‘The 
higheft flood which I meafured on the banks of the fea, near the ifland of Senegal, is 
but two feet and a half in the great equinodtial tides. It feems therefore that the Niger 
from Podor to the fea, that is, in the courfe of fixty leagues, has not an inclination of 
above two feet and a half; fo that there is reafon to bglieve that this entire tract of land, 
excepting the fand-hills {cattered here and there, forms a plain exceflively low and flat, 
atid of fach a level, that if the fea was to rife every where alike from twenty to thirty 
fet; the whole country would be overflowed. - 

- "The fort of Podor is buile on the fouth bank of the river Niger, on a {pot heretofore 
covered with wood; but the great quantity which the French have cut down: for 
upwards of ten years, that they have been fettled there, has removed the foreft 
farther back to the diftance of a {mall halfleague. Here are moft beautiful tamaritks, 
red gum-trees, and feveral other forts of thorny acacias, the wood of which is extremely 
hard, and in the colour and beaut} of its veins not unlike thofe which we ufe im 
inlaid work. The button-tree, of a very different {pecies from that of America, grows 
here very common. The eafe with which this tree receives the tool, and its fine yellow, 
render it. preferable to all other forts of wood in joiners’ work. It is known among the 
Negroes by the name of £ha/t. The rich foil of this country is a great encouragement 
to gardening. And indeed the French have planted feveral which thrive amazingly, 
fuch as orange, citron, lemon, fig, and_pomegranate-trees, befides guavas, ananas, 
papaws, and four-fops *, and a {pecies of cathew-nut, which paffeth for one of the beft 
fruit-trees that grow in hot countries. ‘The different legumes of Europe thrive here 
in great perfection. They have plenty of potatoes which multiply greatly in wet marfhy 
lands, where they have been once planted. This root ferves them inftead of chefnuts, 
which it greatly excels in goodnefs and delicacy of tafte. The acidity of the other 
fruits furnifhes them with a juice, more fuited to the inhabitants of a warm climate, 

During the few days that I ftaid at Podor, the thermometer gave me one degree of 
heat more than I had felt on the ifland of Senegal before my departure: it marked 
from thirty to thirty-one degrees. The fifth of July, it was still at thirty degrees at 
feven o’clock in the evening after fun-fet, in the coldeft expofition of the open air to 
the north, declining to the eaft. . 

The fame day two oftriches, which had been bred near two years in the.faftory, af- 
forded me a fight of fo extraordinary a nature, as to deferve a place in this narrative. 
‘Thefe gigantic birds I had feen only by the way, as I travelled over the burning fands 
on the left of the Niger, but now-I had a full view of them at my eafe. Though they 
were but young, {till they were very near of an equal fize with the largeft. They were 
fo tame, that two, little blacks mounted both together on the back of the largeft : no 
fooner did he feel their weight, than he began to run as faft as ever he could, till he 
carried them feveral times round the village; aad it was impofible to ftop him, other. 
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sife than by obfirudiing the paflage. This fight pleafed me-fo well, that I would have 
it repeated : and to try their ftrength, I made a full-grown Negra mount the {malleft, 
andwo others the largeft, This burden did not feem to me at all difproportioned to 
their ftrength. At firlt they went a moderate gallop ; when they were heated a little, 
they expanded their wings as i€ it were to catch the wind, and they moved with fuch 
fieetnefs, that they feemed to be off the ground. Every body muft fome time or other 
have feen a partridge run, confequently muft know there is no man whatever able to 
keep up with it; and itis eafy to imagine, that if this bird had a longer ftep, its {peed 
would ‘be confiderably augmented. The oftrich moves like the partridge, with both 
thefe advantages ; and I amr fatisfied that thofe 1 am fpeaking of, would have diftanced 
the fleeteft. race-horfes that were ever bredin England. It is true they would: not hold 
out fo long as 2 horfe; but without all doubt they would be able: to perform the rage 
jn lefs time. I have frequently beheld this fight, which is capable of giving one an 
idea of the prodigious ftrength of an oftrich ; ‘and of fhewing what ufe it might be of, 
had we but the method of breaking and managing it as we-do a horfe. or 

I was not fo long in falling down the river to the ifland of Senegal, as I had been ip 
going up to Podor. The north-eaft winds, and the current of the ftreams, which had 
deen confiderably {welled by the late rains, proved fo favourable to us, that we feized 
the opportunity to make the beft of our way back, without {topping or going afhore, 
Yet I did not repent this firft voyage; for I learnt thereby the many advantages I 
might derive from a fecond, and even from a third. In taking a plan of the river 
Niger, I had reckoned nine or ten villages on the north bank, and forty-feven on the 
fouth. A river from two to three hundred fathoms broad, the banks planted. with 
arees of various kinds, and the leaves in perpetual verdure; the numerous droves of 
elephants walking on its borders; the fea horfes, the crocodiles, with an infinite mul- 
titude of other very extraordinary animals, and a far greater number of birds remark- 
able for the brightnefs and variety of their colours ; all this together feemed to open an 
ample field for new and important obfervations. ; 

At my return to the ifland of Senegal the 1 sth of July, I perceived the effect of the 
rains, which had fallen in vaft abundance for fome days. The {well of the river was 
fo fudden, that the 19th there was 2 return of frefh water at its mouth; where, two 
days before, the water was perfeétly falt. This term ferves to divide the year into two 
feafons, which differ very little from one another. The firft is, when it does not rain 
at all, and when the waters of the Niger are fpoiled by thofe of the fea: this begins 
in December, and ends in June or July. The fecond isy when it is fubje& to rains, and 
the river water is frefh. ‘The rains feldom laft more than three months ; they begin at 
the end of June, and end in the month of September. 

If the word Summer belongs to the hotteft, and that of Winter, to the coldeft. wea- 
ther, I cannot fee the reafon why all our ancient voyagers give the name of fummer 
to the dry feafon under the torrid feafon, and that of winter to the rainy feafon : for it 
is cartain, and I know it by obfervations performed with the thermometer, during the 
{pace of five years, that the greateft heats are geuerally in the rainy feafon, to which 
they have given the name of winter. The French at Senegal, who perceived the error 
into which voyagers were fallen, attempted modeftly to correét it, by changing the word 
_fummer into that of low feafon, that is, ‘when the waters of the Niger are low; and they 
have given the name of high feafon, to the winter of the ancients, becaufe the waters of the 
Niger are then very high. Without examining into this error, which has been blindly 
embraced by matt of the writers.on natural hiftory in our time, and being diffufed through 
their principal works, has long had. a.confiderable effect on the ftudy of natural. philo. 


fophy, and particularly on metgorological knowledge, a branch at this time fo greatly 
4B2 ; embroiled : 
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embroiled: I fhall be fatisfied here with obferving, -that this miftake requires a fevere 
“animadverfion. I fhall therefore, with the French inhabiting Senegal, give the name 
of low feafon to that of drought, and high feafon to that of the rains: or ftill, in order 
to conform to the terms received in Europe, and to be underftood by all the world, 
‘I fhall diftinguith the former by the name of Summer, and the latter by that of Winter ; 
fo that thefe two feafons will be at Senegal, pretty much about the fame time as in France. 
Thefe two are therefore the only feafons they are fubje€&t to ; they know neither {pring nor 
autumn. When I make ufe of the word Winter, the reader is not to imagine that they 
have any hail, fnow, or ice: thefe are things they are ftrangers to at Senegal ; nor is it 
poffible, whatever comparifon you make, to give the natives of the country the leaft idea 
of them. The winter in Senegal is only a feafon not fo warm as the reft of the year, though 
it is always warmer than our fummers in France, in which we rarely fee any {now or hail. 

To return to the waters of the Niger, which gave occafion to this fhort digreflion : 
they are falt one half of the year towards the ifland of Senegal. As the country is very 
low, and has neither rocks, or ftones, byt only quickfands, for this very reafon it 
has no fprings: they are therefore obliged to dig wells, which indeed do not give them 
much trouble, for they find water within three or four, and oftentimes within two feet 
depth ; but then it is brackifh, that is, it has a faltith tafte, communicated to the fands. 
by the proximity of the fea. ; : 

The 8th of Auguft the fun paffed perpendicularly over our heads; and our fhadows 
weré exactly under our feet. This was the fecond time-I beheld this phenomenon fince 
my arrival at Senegal: the firlt time I faw it was oa the fourth of May; and it was to 
return every year much about the {ame time. The heat it occafioned at its return 
from the tropic of cancer towards the equator, was much greater than that which we 
felt at its firft paffage : for the thermometer marked the nights of the month of May at 
22 degrees, and the days from 26 to 28; whereas the nights of Auguft were at 26 
degrees, and the days at 32. . 

. The ninth of Auguft, and the following days, I walked about in the neighbourhood 
of the ifland of Senegal, and returned to the ifland of Sor, of which mention has been 
made already. Our European boats appearing to me too heavy and cumberfome, to 
make ufe of them every day in pafling that river ; I therefore thought proper to exchange 
them for a kind of Negro canoe, which the French call pirogue. Thefe little boats are 
made all of one piece of wood, that is, of the trunk of a tree cut into a hollow veffel, 
and very light. They are fron ten to thirty feet long, from one to two feet in breadth 
and depth, and both ends terminate ina point. Mine was one of the largeft. As foon 
as I got into it, my two Negroes placed themfelves at both extremities, one at the prow 
and the other at the ftern. For my part I put myfelf in the middle, where I had no 
other feat but a piece of wood laid acrofs, which was faftened at both ends into the 
fides of the pirogue. My Negroes had each a paddle in their hands: thefe are {mall 
flat boards, laid acrofs one another, and fixed to the end of a ftick, which they make 
ufe of for rowing. The Negro at the prow was ftanding, and beat the water behind 
him with k's paddle: the other was feated, and fteered with his. As foon as we reached 
the oppofite fhore, they drew the pirogue aground: this is the only way the people of 
the country have to fecure thele little veflels againft the waves, which would foon fill 
them with water ; whereas they cannot fo much as wet them, when they are far enough 
from the fhore. 

I was not long in crofling over, and immediately I dire@ted my fteps:to the village.of 
Sor. There I met with a very good reception, according to- cuftom; and I defired 
they would’ fhew me the propereft places for courfing. That very day I had difmiffed my 
interpreter; becaufe I had acquired a fufficient fmattering in the lancuage of the country, to 
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beable to underftand all that the Negroes faid to me, and to explain my mind to them. 
They carried me to a particular {pot, where I faw a hefd of antelopes; but I laid afide 
all thoughts of fport, as foon as I perceived a tree of a prodigious thicknefs, which 
drew my whole attention. This was’ a calabafh-tree*, which the Jaloffes call goui in 
their language. There was nothing extraordinary in its height; for it was only about 
fixty feet : but-its trunk was of a prodigious thicknefs. I extended my arms, as wide 
as poffibly I could, thirteen times, before I embraced its circumference ; and for greater 
exaétnefs, I meafured it afterwards round with packthread, and found it to be fixty- 
five feet: confequently the diameter was near twenty-two. Ido not believe that the 
like was ever feen in any other part of the world; and Iam perfuaded, that if our 
ancient voyagers had been acquainted with this tree, they would have added fome fur- 
prifing circumftances to its defcription. It is very extraordinary, that this tree fhould 
have been entirely forgot by thofe who have given us the hiftory of Senegal ;. efpeciaily 
as there is hardly any other fo common inthe country. Out of the trunk I have been 
defcribing, of twenty-two feet in diameter, and from eight to twelve feet high, there 
iffued forth feveral branches, fome of: which extended themfelves horizontally, fo. that 
the ends of them reached the ground: thefe being the largeft, were from forty-five to 
fifty-five feet in length. Each of thofe branches would have made one of the largeft 
trees in Europe; in fhort, the whole of this calabath-tree feemed to form a forelt of 
itfelf. This was not all: the Negro, my guide, led me to a fecond, which was fixty- 
three feet in circumference, that is, one and twenty in diameter : and one of its roots, © 
which had been for the moft part laid bare by a neighbouring river, was a hundred and 
ten feet in length, without reckoning the part that Jay hid under the water, and which: 
I could not uncover. ‘The fame Negro fhewed me a third, not very far from thence ; 
and moreover added, that without going out of the ifland, I might fee a great many 
more, not at all inferior to thofe in magnitude. My furprize was then at an end ; and 
fatisfied with feeing three, I got ready for the chace. 

I was prevented from going farther by an eafterly wind, which rofe all of a fudden 
with fuch fury, that it feemed as if it would tear up the trees by the root. Thefe gufts 
of wind are generally forerunners of rain; and this brought a thick cloud along with 
it, which burft immediately. The village was at fome diftance, fo that there were no. 
hopes of reaching it time enough.. My Negroes feeing there was no place of fhelter 
for them, threw off their paans, and plunged into a little river which paffed clofe by 
the fpot. This is their cuftom, whenever they are caught in a ftorm, to jump into the 
water, rather than run the rifk of being wet by the rain, dreading its bad effects. For 
my part, having neither time nor inclination to follow them, I retired under one of 
largeft calabafh-trees then in fight, reckoning I fhould be as fafe there as under the 
roof ofa houfe. The rain poured down with fuch violence, that it feemed as if heaven 
and earth were coming together ; every drop that fell, expanded itfelf a whole hand’s 
breadth on the ground, I felt nothing of the firft efforts of this ftorm: but a few mi- 
nutes after, when the tree came to be well foaked, I was overwhelmed by the water 
that gufhed out of its branches ; and their different finuations formed fo many beds, 
from whence rufhed forth whole torrents, which uniting on the vaft furface of the 
trunk, difcharged themfelves from thence like a river. The reader may eafily 
imagine, I could have no fine time of it, to ftay under this tree; I therefore got 
away from thence as quick as poffible, and ftood in the open field,. where I did 
not fare much better: for I was expofed to the whole violence of the ftorm, 
which lafted a full hour, and at my return to the ifland of Senegal, I was informed,. 
that there fell two inches three lines of water. a 
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The river Niger being arrived at'its highelt increafe, overflowed all the country round 
the ifland of Senegal, fo as to render it impaffable. Being therefore obliged to relin- 
quifh my walks, I faw but one way to employ the long interval of time that the inun- 
dation was to laft; and this was, to go over to a country not fubject to be overflown, 
A veflel was ready to. fail for Goree, a {mall ifland, diftant about thirty-five fea 
Jeagues, fouth-fouth-eaft from the ifland of Senegal, and very near Cape Verd. I 
thought I could do nothing better than to embrace fo favourable an opportunity ; 
and therefore I embarked. We put to fea tke 27th of Auguft, with the wind to 
the weftward, and not all favourable; but a fudden ftorm* burfting upon us one 
night, with a terrible eaft wind, drove us with fuch violence, that only putting 
right before the wind, without any fail at all, we made more way than we had done 
for feven days before. During this tempeft we faw a light, which the mariners call the 
fire of St. Elme: it winded near a minute about the top of the maft, and the extremity 
of the weather-flag, and then it difperfed. The failors looked upon it asa lucky omen, 
which encouraged them to hope that the tempeft was near at an end, and they were 
not deceived in their expeCtations. ‘The wind -fubfided foon after, and the fea was 
reftored to its former tranquillity. 

The fourth of September, by break of day, we found ourfelves off Cape Verd: this 
tome was a new fight, who during four months that I had been at Senegal, had feen 
no fuch thing as hills, and, efpecially of ftone. Soon after this, we efpied the Magdalen 
iflands, and that morning we caft anchor in the bay of Goree. This ifland confilts of 
a low narrow piece of land, and a {mall but very fteep mountain, the whole the fixth 
part of a league in length. Notwith{tanding its confined extent, the fituation renders 
ita very agreeable place: towards the fouth you enjoy a profpect, terminated only by 
the fea; northward, you difcover at a diftance Cape Verd, and all the other capes and 
neighbouring promontories. Though it is in the torrid zone, yet they breathe a cool 
and temperate air almoft the whole year round: which is owing to the equality of days 
and nights, and its being continually refrefhed by alternate breezes from the land and 
fea. M. de S. Jean, the dire€tor of this ifland, has embellifhed it with feveral fine 
buildings: he has likewife fortified it, and is adding every day to the works; fo that it 
is:now become impregnable}. By his diligence, feveral freth {prings have been dil- 
covered ; the gardens have been planted with excellent fruit-trees ; legumes have been 
made to grow in great plenty ; in fhort, by thefe different advantages, of a fmall barren 
ifland, he has made it a fafe and delightful refidence. I had been recommended to him 
by M. de la Brue, -his brother, director-general of the Settlement, and I could not but 
in confequence meet with every kind of encouragement. 

‘The rocks with which the ifland of Goree is furrounded, produce an infinite number 
of fhell and other filh, which amufed me for fome days; after which I embarked, the 
-43th of the fame month, on board a {mall veffel bound to Portudal, in order to trade 
for oxen and millet. This port, which the Negroes called Sai, is only nine leagues 
fouth of the ifle of Goree. ‘The bar obliged us to anchor within half a league of the 
fhore, ‘that we might not be dafhed to pieces. A pirogue landed me without any acci- 
dent. I found the foil fandy, but of amazing fertility, and all covered with wood. 
The grewia t, afpecies of polygala, the rebreup t, and the dembouttonn t, formed a kind 
of copfe, over which the monbins ||, or hog-plum-trees, known by the name of /od in 
the language of that country, raife their heads, loaded with fruit. By its leaves, this 


* We give this name to ali tempeftuous gufts of wind, accompanied with rain, thunder, and lightning ; 
and we make ufe of the word dry form, to diftinguifh, thofe gufts that are without rain. 
+ Commodore Kepple has lately demonftrated oar author’s miftake. + Trees unknown to Europe, 
} Monbin arbor foliis fraxini, fru€tuluteo racemofo. Plum. gen. p. 44e us 
ae 
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has fomething of the appearance of an afh-tree; but it is foon known by its fruit, which 
in fize, fhape and colour, refemble the plums of St. Catherine: they were ripe at 
that time ; and I ate fome of them,-which had a fharp, aromatic and very agreeable tafte. 
I faw alfo in thofe parts feveral: fpinous filk cotton-trees *, knpwn to the inhabitants 
by the name of densen, and many other large trees. The Negroes had cut down a 
good deal of this wood to fow fields of fmall millet ; and,it was then almoft at its full 
maturity. ‘ . : 

All this fine country abounded with birds of the greateft beauty. The jay, which I 
mentioned already, was there in flocks: the brightnefs of its azure feathers, joined 
to the lively yellownefs of the birds called cardinal {parrows, with'which all the fields 
were covered, had an admirable effect. Here was the only Rind of {nail + that ever I 
obferved in the whole country. 1 found it very frequently inan open meadow, full of 
rufhes and fea ambrofia: I faw even many of them alive, at the foot of the neighbour- 
ing trees, where they were enjoying the fhade. It-is a thing worthy of obfervation, and 
which doubtlefs will appear furprifing, that in fuch a vaft extent of wooded country, 
there fhould be but one fort of fnail, while we meet with fo great a variety im 
temperate climates. : 

The French have never a factory at Portudal ; but when they go-to trade there, they: 
land at the A/ker’s, or the governor of the village, who owns a great number of cot- 
tages. He appointed one for me, where I took up my quarters. One night when I was 
faft afleep, I was wakened by a horrid fhrieking, which threw the whole village into an up- 
roar. Immediately 1 inquired what was the matter ; and was told, that they were bewail- 
ing the death of a young woman, who had been bit about four leagues off by a ferpent, 
and died of the poifon in lefs than two hours; and that her body had been juft now 
removed to her cottage. The firft fhriek was made, according to cuftom, by one of 
the female relations of the deceafed, before her door, which was very near to mine. At 
this fignal, all the women in the village came out, and fetting up a moft terrible howl, 
they flocked about the place from whence the firft noife had iflued. One would have 
imagined that they were all related to the deceafed, fo greatly did they feem to grieve 
and mourn ; and, undoubtedly, this would have been a ftrong proof of their concern, 
if thofe lamentations had come from the bottom of their hearts: but they were no more 
than outward fhow, and merely the effeé of national cuftom. This fhocking noife laRed 
fome hours, that is, till break of day: then the relations-of the deceafed, coming into 
the cottage, took hold of her hand, and afked her feveral queftions, which were followed 
by offers of fervice: but finding that fhe made them no anfwer, they withdrew, faying : 
Alas! fhe is dead. Hier friends did the fame; afterwards they conveyed her body into 
the ground; and on each fide they put an earthen pot, one full of water, and the other 
of coufcous : this without doubt was intended for her nourifhment, in cafe fhe thould 
once more take it into her head to eat or todrink. When the burial was over, the cries 
and lamentations ceafed. Thus ended the lugubrious ceremony: their thoughts were 
now turned towards making an entertainment in honour of the deceafed ; and that fame 
evening they had a felgar, or a dance, which they continued for three nights fuccef- 
fively ; it was condu&ed in this manner = 

All the young people of the village gathered together in a large area, in the middle 
of which they had lighted a great fire. The fpeétators formed a long iquare, at both 
ends of which the dancers were ranged in two oppofite lines, the men on one fide, the 

, women ou the other. ‘There were two tabors to regulate the dance ; and as foon as 


* Ceyba viticis fclio, candice aculeato.. Plum gen.p 42. 
ft Sce the natural hiftory of univalve foellt, kind sth; the fnail, plate 1, fig. 1. Kambeul. 
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they had beat a march, the performers began a fong, the burden of which was repeated. 
by all the fpeétators. At the fame time a dancer ftepping forth from each line, ad- 
vanced towards the oppofite perfon that pleafed him moft, to the diftance of two or 
three feet, and prefently drew back in cadence, till the found of the tabor ferved as a 
fignal for them to come clofe, and to ftrike their thighs againft each other, that is,. 
man to woman, and woman to man: this done, they drew back once more, and foon 
after renewed the fame monkey tricks, diverfifying their movements as often as the 
tabor direéted them, till at length they returned to their place. The other performers 
did the fame, each in their turn, but without a repetition ; then the two lines drew 
near to one another, and acted their part in the fame manner. ‘That thefe geftures are 
very immodeft, is obvious’; but the other movements, which aré hardly perceived, 
unlefs one isufed to them, muft be much more fo. The Negroes do not dance a ftep, 
but every member of their body, every joint, and even the head itfelf, expreffeth a 
different motion, always keeping time, let it be never fo quick. And it is in the exa& 
proportioning of this infinite number of motions, that the Negroes dexterity in dancing 
chiefly confifts: none but thofe that are as {upple as they, can poffibly imitate their 
agility. , Notwith{tanding the violence of this exercife, it lafted a good part of the night, 
during which they drank off feveral pots of a very {trong fort of beer made of millet. 
They began the fame fcene the two nights following, and the third their entertain- 
ments ceafed. An Europgan, on fuch an occafion, would have gone into mourning 
for fome months ; while the African feizes this opportunity to rejoice: fuch are the 
whimfical cuftoms of different nations ; what produceth joy and pleafure to one, is a 
fubje& of grief to another. 

1 had landed very eafily upon my arrival at Portudal, becaufe the fea was gentle and 
calm: but at my return I was much embarrafled how to reach our veffel; as there 
was then a great fwell, and the agitation of the waves upon the bar rendered it very 
dangerous and difficult to get over. We ventured neverthelefs in a large pirogue, the 
agent for the company, a few paflengers, and myfelf; who were prepared to empty 
the water as faft as it came in, with half calabafhes. ‘Ihe boat was thus laden, whena 
wave drove on fhore, and lifted it off, with the afliftance of four Negroes, all good {wim- 
mers ; they pufhed it forwards with their whole might, and leaped in as faft as the part 
where they were to row entered the water. We foon found ourfelves in a very high fea, 
when the waves {welling like a ridge of hills, drove againft the pirogue, and wathed it 
all over. We worked hard, and with great refolution, to empty it again ; and indeed 
we had enough upor our hands, while the Negroes rowed wit all their might, to avoid 
the waves, which came rolling upon them. Now the pirogue raifed its prow upon the 
back of a billow, while its ftern funk deep into the water: now it was fupported as it 
were at both ends on the edge of two different waves: now only the middle of it was 
fufpended upon a rolling furge, fo that the extremities feemed to be poifed in the air. 
In this manner, apprehending every moment to be overfet and inevitably loft, we got 
over the bar with great good fortune, and went on board the veffel, which carried us 
to the Ifle of Goree, where we arrived the 24th of September, about night-fall. 

Two days'after, M. de Saint Jean, intending to favour me with an excurfion to the 
Magdalen iflands, diftant a league from Goree, fitted out a veffel on which | embarked 
along with him and fome officers of his department. Of thefe two iflands only one is 
acceffible ; the other is a naked fteep rock, very high above the furface of the water, 
and all white with the ordure, which plungeons, gulls, and other fea-fowls, leave behind 
them. The chief Magdalen ifland, though fmall, might be inhabited, if it had but a” 
harbour ; but it is acceffible only by a {mall creek,- full of rocks, and generally tem- 


peftuous. This creek forms a kind of long canal, which terminates in a natural bafon 
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of an oval figure, hollowed in the rock, twelve feet deep, and twelve fathoms long, 
with tranfparent water, where one may bathe in fafety. The ifland is only one con- 
tinued mountain, almoft round, and like that of Goree: it has alfo. two {mall {prings, 
which are dried up inthe winter. The profpect from thence is very beautiful and ex- 
tenfive, and the air extreMiely freth : but it would not be worth while to ftay there for 
thisalone. Its rocks ferve for a receptacle to anfinfinite number of ring-doves, natural 
to that country, and which differ from thofe of Europe only in the fuperior delicacy and 
tafte of their flefh. 

Haying already obferved that the Negroes are negligent and idle to excefs, I fhall 
give here another proof of it. M. de Saint Jean had caufed fome potatoes to be planted 
in this ifland, in order to engage the neighbouring Negroes, who come hither very 
often, to continue and improve the culture of them, by which means they might fell 
them afterwards to the company. Accordingly, they came a few days before us, and 
carried away all the potatoes, without minding to plant the off-fets again, which we 
found lying upon the ground, dried up with the heat of the fun. 

The moft remarkable plants on this ifland, were the fame asthofe which I had obferved 
at Goree. Below I faw feveral new fpecies of /permacoce and helianthemoides, which the 
French call falade de matelots, that is, failor’s fallet, becaufe they eat the leaves of it 
like purflane, which it refembles in tafte. Higher up, there were corchorus’s, or Jew’s 
mallows*, and a great deal of bindweed with cut leaves. The fummit of the mountain 
was covered with variety of fhrubs, fuch as palma Chrifti’s, tapia’st, and ftinking caflia, 
* among which there was great plenty of dracunculus}, as alfo of ornithogalum with green 
leaves, and a very pretty {pecies of amaranthus||. There were alfo fome calabath trees 
from five to fix feet diameter: they had all of them European names, with the letters 
cut very deep into the bark. We did not chufe to deviate from the cuftom, therefore 
each man cut his name. For my part, I was fatisfied with repairing two of them, 
which were old enough to deferve the trouble : one was dated the fifteenth, and the 
other the fixteenth century. The letters were about fix inches long; but in breadth 
they occupied only a very fmall part of the circumference of the trunk ; from whence 
I concluded they had not been cut when thofe trees were young. However, thefe in- 
fcriptions are fufficient, I think, to determine pretty nearly the age which thefe calabafh 
trees may live to; for, if we fuppofe, that thofe in.queftion were cut in their early 
years, and that they grew fix feet in the fpace of two centuries, one may reckon how 
many centuries are requifite, for their fhooting up to five and twenty feet, which is 
the laft term of their growth. 

After fpending three days agreeably in herborizing on‘ the ifland of Magdalen, and 
in obferving the beautiful fhells which it-produces, we returned to Goree, from whence 
I fet fail the 2d of October for the ifland of Senegal. Ten days was i detained at fea, 
by contrary winds at N.E. which would have made me extremely uneafy, had they 
not afforded me an opportunity of making a very important obfervation. The 6th of 
the fame month, at half an hour paft fix in the evening, we were about fifty leagues 
from the coaft, when four fwallows came to take their night’s lodging in our vefiel, 
and pitched upon the fhrouds. I catched them all four with great eafe, and found them 
to be European fwallows. ‘This lucky incident confirmed me in the fufpicion I had 
formerly entertained, that thofe birds crofled the fea to get into the torrid zone, as foon 


* Corchorus five mélochia. J. B. 2. 982. 
’ 4 Tapia acborea triphylla. Plum. gen. pag. 22. In Englith, The garlic pear-tree. 
$ Arum polyphyllum ceylanicum, caule {cabro, viridi diluto, maculis albicantibus notato. Comm. Art. 
Amp. vol. i, tab. 52. 
{| Amaranthus verticillatus minor, Bengalenlis ferpylli foliis incalis. Péut. phytog. tabe 10, fig. 3- 
VOL. XVI. 4L : as 
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as the winter approached : and indeed I have obferved fince, that they are never feen 
but at this time of the year at Senegal, along with quails, wagtails, kites and fome 
other birds of paffage, which go thither every year, when the cold drives them away 
from the temperate countries of Europe. Another fac not lefs worthy of remark is, 
that the fwallows do not build their nefts in Senegal as in Europe ; they lié every night, 
two and two, or fingle, on the fea-fhore, which they feem to like better than inland 
laces. 

I was likewife amufed in this long paffage with looking at the flying fifhes. It was 
thén their feafon, and the fea was, in fome meafure, filled with them. In fize they 
are equal to a gudgeon or a whiting: they have two fins almoft as long as their whole 
body, which ferve them for wings to fly upon the water. The gold fith and bonitoe 
are extremely greedy of the flying fifh, and at that time were in full purfuit of them ; 
‘fo that every minute you might fee little clouds of the latter rifing above the water, and 
endeavouring to avoid their cruel enemies. As they balance themfelves in the air, 
merely by the humidity of their wings, their flight was very fhort: a great many of 
thofe that had flown above the fhip, fell down again; and we caught a confiderable 
number of them, without any further trouble. I ate fome, which I found very tender 
and well tafted. ; 

I arrived at Senegal the 12th of O&ober, when the trees, the fields and the meadows, 
felt equally the effects of the frefhnefs of the feafon, occafioned by the rain; and the 
eye was delighted with an agreeable verdure, which had fucceeded a frightful drought. 
The rains were over: and as the bed of the Niger began to fall, the voyage to Podor 
feemed of courfe more practicable. I could not feize on a better opportunity for my 
refearches on the banks of that river; and therefore I thought of taking a fecond trip 
to that place. I knew that as the winds are feldom favourable at this feafon of the year, 
our voyage would not be very expeditious.\ Flattering myfelf therefore,vith the hopes 
of great fuccefs in the obfervations I was about to make, I embarked the twenty-third 
of the fame month. It is common for the veffels that undertake this voyage, to pro- 
vide themfelves with wood over againft the point of the ifle Biféche, in a place that 
has fince retained the name of the Wood-ifland, within a fhort league of Senegal. 
Here we ftopt at a very agreeable fpot, where the veflel entered with all eafe among 
the mangroves, and was fhaded with their verdant foliage. While we were taking in. 
our wood, I went afhore on the ifland, which by the inundatign had been rendered one 
continued flough or morafs. On each fide I imelt a. delicious fragrancy, the caufe of 
which I could not~divine, till advancing into the wood, T’arrived half-knee deep’ in 
water, at a fpot which I faw all covered with a kind of mufhroom, different from 
the Agyptian. It was then in bloflom, and diffufed, as 1 obferved before, a moft 
pleafing odour. 

From this place to the village of Maka, both banks of the Niger are fo covered with 
mangroves, that it is impoffible to walk on foot. As we had no wind, the /aptots were 
obliged to hawl the veflel with a rope up to their waift in water, and fometimes deeper, 
At hirft we advanced five or fix leagues a day, before we reached the Mufketoe trading- 
place, becaufe the river runs almoft north and fouth, till ic comes to that place, and 
the winds were not quite contrary : but from thence to Podor, it changes its dire€tion 
from welt to eaft, and with a good deal of difficulty could we proceed three leagues a 
day. One time we were retarded by a fhoal; another time the trees along the banks 
hindered the hawling of the veffel, and a good part of the day was {pent in towing it*. 


PL tow a vellel, is to draw it by a rope faftened to a tree, or to an anchor, which is let drop into the 


water. : 
As. 
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As thefe obftructions affo%ded me time and opportunity to reconnoitre the country, I 
went on fhore morning and evening, where I pierced my way through the woods, and 
traverfed the morafles and the fields, herborizing and courfing all the way; fo that I 
never returned empty handed. In one place, a plant or an infe&, flopped me; in 
another, fome extraordinary quadruped, or fome bird decked with the moft beautiful _ 
feathers ; every object that offered itfelf to my.fight, was new to me. 

A little above the Mufketue trading-place, I began to fee crocodiles: when I fay I 
began to fee them, I mean by hundreds ; for there are fome towards the ifland of 
Senegal. But this fpot feems to be their general rendezvous, even of the very largeft : 

for [have beheld fome that were from fifteen to eighteen feet long; and I do not 
know that there are any above this fize. ‘Uhere were upwards of two hundred, which 
appeared all at the fame time above water. As the veflel paffed that way, they were 
frightened, and immediately plunged their heads into the river, but rofe again very 
foon to take breath, becaufe they cannot keep more than a few minutes under water. 
When they {wim on the furface, you fee only the upper part of their head, and a.” 
{mall part of the back ; at which time they bear not the leaft refemblance to live creay 
tures; but one would take them for the trunks of trees floating on the river. In this 
attitude, which leaves them the ufe of their eyes, they fee what paffes on both banks ; 
and as foon as they perceive any animal coming to drink, they plunge under water, and 
fwim up to it with the greatelt expedition ; then feizing it by the leg, they drag jit into 
the ftream, where it is foon drowned, and then they devour it. aan 

We had not yet advanced five and twenty leagues the 30th Odtober. That morning 
I efpied a very beautiful plain to the left of the river Niger, oppofite the. village of 
Gandor ; pieafed with the profpeét, I went a-fhore, but foon had reafon to repent it. 
After having walked about an hour, I found the paffage {topped up by the marigot of 
Ouafoul, which was then very confiderable. The river makes an elbow’ a little above 
this fpot. The fhip’s company finding the wind favourable, had gained above a league 
upon me, and had no thoughts of waiting, not knowing the perplexity I was under; 
and yet I was obliged to come up with them. I had taken with me only a Negroe of 
Banbara, who had offered his fervice on the occafion: for it is not to be imagined 
what difficulty I had to prevail on any of thofe, who had once made an excurfion with 
me to attend me again: they were but too fenfible of the rifks I ran; and they did not 
receive pleafure enough to like a fhare of my toils. 

With my Banbara I advanced about half a league through a morafs, formed by an ~ 
inundation of the waters ef the marigot on thofe low lands, from whence 1 extricated 
myfelf with difficulty, wading up to my knees in water, and meeting every minute with 
prodigious large ferpents, efpecially of that fpecies whofe bodies are furprizingly thick 
in comparifon to their length. I avoided thofe animals as foon as I efpied them; but 
my Negroe heartened me, by affirming they were not noxious. I fhot one very near 
me, that was almoft a foot in diameter, and eight and a half in length. The Negroe 
threw it over his fhoulder, reckoning to feaft upon it with his comrades. 

‘When I had advanced a few fteps towards the bed of the marigot, I entered, though I 
had my clothes on, into the water up to my waift ; but I did not care to go further, as 1 
might have met with fome hole, which would have embarrafled me greatly. I there- 
fore fent my Negroe to found the bottom.; and in the meanwhile I got upon a tree, in 
order to avoid the ferpents and the water, which began to fatigue me. After founding 
three different places, he was of opinion he could carry me over a particular {pot, 
where the water came up only to his noftrils, when he ftood on tip-toe. The fellow 
was tall, being fix feet fome inches. 1 mounted upon his fhoulders, with my gun in 

4L2 my 
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my hand, a few birds, and a bundle of plants. He was fodh in-the water up to his 
neck ; and I was not without fome apprehenfion, when I faw myfelf defcend gradually 
‘ up to my waift: however, I refigned myfelf to his fkilful guidance, or rather to my 

own good fortune, and I let him do as he pleafed. He waded through the middle of 
the marigot with amazing refolution, without being in the leaft daunted, though he was 
obliged to fwallow three large gulps of water, which for fome time took away his: 
breath. As foon as I efcaped this danger, I efpied a plant of very extraordinary beauty, 
floating on the water: this was a cadelari*, with foft filver leaves. That moment I 
forgot eveyy other objeét, and though my Banbara was ftill up to his chin in water, I 
ventured to pluck the charming plant. ‘Thus I efcaped very luckily out of the marigot 
of Quafoul, which at that time was very near a hundred and twenty fathoms broad, 
that is, about twice the breadth of the Seine at Pont Royal; and I overtook the veffel 
before nood. ; 

That very evening, doubting whether I fhould be able to find my way on the fide of 
the river, where I had run fuch a rifk in the morning, I landed on the oppofite bank, 
but was not more fortunate. Every now and then I met with forefts of reeds from ten 
to twelve feet high, which tried my patience to the full, when I was obliged to go 
through them. There was no fort of path; and in many places the reeds ftood fo 
thick, as to deprive me, in a manner, from feeing either fky or land. 

The following days I fpent more agreeably ; we arrived in thofe parts, where the 
hippopotami or fea horfes, are very common. ‘This is the largeft of all amphibious 
animals, and is to be found no where but in the African rivers, in frefh water: and 
one thing worthy of obfervation is, that it has been never feen any where elfe but in 
this part of the world, to which it feems particularly to belong. It is commonly drawn 
in the figure of an ox, which indeed is the animal it refembles moft ; but its legs are 
much fhorter, and its head is monftrous large. In regard to its fize, the fea horfe may 
take precedency after the elephant and the rhinoceros. Its jaws are armed with four 
large tufks, wherewith it loofens the roots of trees, on which it feeds. It cannot abide 
long under water, for want of refpiration ; which obliges it to carry its head now and 
then above the furface, in the fame manner as the crocodile. It neighs much in the 
fame manner as a horfe, but with fuch vehemence, that it may be heard very diftin@ly 
a quarter of a leapue off. 

In this very neighbourhood, befides the fea horfe there is a fecond fpecies of croco- 
dile, not at all inferior to the other in dimenfions. It is diftinguifhed by its colour, 
which is black ; and by its jaws, which are a great deal longer than the others: it is 
alfo more carnivorous, and is even faid to be greedy after human fleh. 

The veffel fometimes plied on one, and fometimes on the other bank of the river, 
which were all along bordered with fhrubs, commonly of willows, or fefbans, covered 
with bind-weeds, or dog’s bane, of feveral kinds, which after creeping round their 
branches, hung their fprigs, loaded with flowers of various colours. At the foot of 
thefe fhrubs waved the perficaria, alfo in flower. Thus I failed along a charming mea- 
dow, on which were feeding a multitude of grafs-hoppers, whofe beautiful green, 
variegated with the livelieft red, had an admirable effect. Further on, the palinettos 
reared their lofty heads above the /emelierst and acacia’s, which overfpread the reft of 
the ground. In fhort, nothing could be more beautiful than the profpeét with which 
my eye was refrefhed, the {pace of fifteen leagues and upwards, from the defert to 
the village of Bokol. And indeed this would be the moft agreeable river in the world, 


* Cadelari. Hort. Mal. part. 10. paged 55+ bab. 78. + A fpecies of bauhinia not defcribed. 
were 
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were it not from the continual apprehenfion from the crocodiles, and fometimes from 
the fea horfes with which it abounds. ‘ ; 

The above-mentioned palmetto is what the Negroes call romm*, a name which the 
French have been pleafed to ehange into that of rondier.- Its trunk is very large and 
ftraight, like a column from fifty to fixty feet high, from the upper end whereof iffues 
forth a bundle of leaves, which, in turning off, form a round head: each leaf repre- 
fents a fan of five or fix feet in expanfion, fupported by a tail of the fame length. Of 
thefe trees fome produce male flowers, which are barren: others, called female, are 
loaded with fruit, which fucceed each other uninterruptedly, almoft the whole year 
round. They brought me feveral of the bignefs of an ordinary melon, but fomewhat 
rounder. ‘They were inveloped in two {kins as tough as leather, and thick as ftfong 
parchment ; within-fide the fruit was yellowifh, and full of filaménts, faftened to three 
large kernels in the middle. The Negroes are very fond of this fruit: when it is 
baked under the athes, it taftes very much like a quince ; it has a‘pretty {trong {cent,. 
but extremely agreeable. 

The Niger willow ts different from the European. It has the trunk and the weak- 
nefs of the offer ; but its leaves are very fhort, and made round at the ends. The 
Negroes give it the name of felele: of all the trees in the country, it is one of the 
mott refpected ; its younger branches pafs into the hands of the ladies, who make 
pick-tooths of them ; and for want of thefe, which leave a little bitternefs in the miouth, 
they ufe the branches of fome other fine fcented trees. Thefe different forts of -pick- 
tooths are called /okiou. 

I faw every day fo great a number of elephants all along the banks of the river, that 
the fight was no longer a furprize to me. The fifth of November, as I was walking 
in the woods over againft the village of Dagana, I perceived a number of their footfteps 
very frefh. I traced them clofe almoft two leagues, and at length I difcovered five of 
thofe animals, three of which were weltering in their filth like fwine, and the fourth 
was ftanding up with its little one, eating the ends of the branches of an acacia, which 
ithad but juft broke. By comparing the height of the tree againft which this elephant 
ftood, I judged that it was at leaft eleven or twelve feet, from the fole of its foot to- 
the buttocks ; its tufks projected the length of near three feet. Thgnugh thofe animals 
did not appear to be affected at feeing me, yet I thought it advifable to retire. Con- 
tinuing my journey, I found very ftrong impreffions of their foot{teps, which I mea~ 
fured, and they were near a foot and a half diameter. Their dung was a good deal 
like that of a horfe, and: formed balls feven or eight inches thick. 

The next day I had an infinite pleafure in viiiting the beautiful fields on the fide of 
Bokol. Firit of all I walked under trees full of green monkeys, whofe gambols were very 
diverting. Next I came to a place abounding with game, where I had excellent {port. 
From thence 1 entered into a little thicket near a morafs, which dréw whole flocks of 
Guinea-hens. _ While I was lying in ambufh on this fpot, I efpied one of thofe enor- 
mous wild boars, peculiar to. Africa, and of which I do not remember, that any natural 
hiftorian has made mention. He was coming full drive at me, and would have certainly 
overtaken me if I had not warned him, as it were, to direct his f{teps another way, by 
the noife I made in taking aim at him. He was black like our European wild boars, but 
a vaft deal larger. He had four great tufks, the two uppermoft of which were bent into a 
femicircle towards the forehead, where they refembled the horns worn by other animals, 

The nearer 1 drew to Podor, the more I was expofed to danger, becaufe the banks 
of the Niger are more lonefome, efpecially that towards the north. Yet neither the 
dangers 1 was expofed to from wild beafts, nor the toil of courfing in the woods, 


* Carin-pana. Hort. Malab. vol.i. p. 116 tab. 9. ; 
which 
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which are rendered inacceffible by thorns; nor the fultry heats of the eaft wind, that 
obliged me every inftant to have recourfe to the river waters, ‘in order to quench. my 
violent thirft ; none of all thefe inconveniences deterred me ; nothing was capable of 
cooling my courage. I had an amazing good ftate of health ; and this bore me up 
in the midft of fo many perils and toils, under which a great many would have funk. 

The feventh of November there happened to me an adventure, far more critical and 
more terrifying than any I had hitherto met with. I ufed alternately to walk on either 
bank of the river, but that day I happened to be on the north fide. I walked and 
courfed ig a defert country, that had never been cultivated, over-run with. wood, as 
ancient as the country itfelf, and the thicknefs of which, independently of the wild 
beafts that lurk there, ought naturally to have filled me with horror. In fpite of the 
dangers and inconveniencies infeparable from this kind of fport, my curiofity led me 
into the thickeft parts of the wood, invited by the animals, plants, and birds, of which 
there was prodigious plenty. The negroe, whom I had taken with meas a com- 
panion, followed me at a great diftance. It was now noon-day, and I had fcarcely loaded 
my piece, after killing two toucans, when I beheld a tiger at a little diftance. He had 
not as yet efpied me, for there was a tree between us; but he walked with a very 
flow pace, his head inclining towards the ground. Inftantly I clapped a ball into my 
piece, in order to take aim of him behind a tree, and in my left hand I held a hanger. 
Hearing thefe motions, the tiger turned quickly towards where I was, and darted his 
angry eyes at mg, ‘Though I was not twelve feet diftant from him, ftill I thought it 
imprudent to fire, becaufe I was alone, and fhould have run a very great rifk, if I did 
not lay him dead upon the fpot. I therefore took the refolution, which feemed to me 
the moft prudent on the like occafion : this was ftill to keep full aim at him, with one 
knee bent for greater fecurity, and to beat the ground with the other foot without 
appearing difmayed, in order to determine him to purfue his way. ‘This he did in an 
inftant ; and taking fuch a leap, as I never beheld in my life, he freed me from the 
uneafinefs into which his difagreeable prefence had thrown me. 

That very inftant I quitted the wood, to draw near the river-fide, where my negroe 
did not come to me till an, hour after. We waited a long time for the veffel without 
hearing any tidings of it: we likewife went on a little further; but all to no purpofe. 
We had left it abdve two leagues behind us, and there was no probability“of its arrival 
before fun-fet. It was four o’clock in the afternoon; and from fix in the morning 
that I had been teiling, I had tafted nothing but water, of which I had drank a great 
quantity, to temper the heats I felt from the fcorching rays of the fun. Being now 

opprefied with hunger, as well as my negroe, I determined to dine after the favage 
fafhion. All the requifites were at hand. I had killed in my walks more game than 
four hungry men could devour at one meal. My negroe was not embarraffed to 
roaft it: he rubbed two fticks together, which took fire in an inftant; then he made 
a wooden fpit, and garnifhed it with a toucan, two partridges, and two Guinea-hens, 
As foon as I had dined, which I may be faid to have done with more frugality and 
lefs ceremuny than the negroes themfelves ; 1 thought I could do no greater fervice 
to myfelf, and to every Frenchman that fhould happen hereafter to walk in this dan- 
gerous neighbourhood, than to fet fire to the wood, in the manner prattifed by the 
negroes. During the {pace of two hours that I ftaid there, I threw in fuel fufficient 
to {pread the conflagration for feveral leagues through this vaft defert, which extends 
from the village called Ndounnmangas as far as Podor, for a fpace of above twenty 
leagues ; it is frequented but very rarely by the Moors, who encamp in fome places, 
which they previoufly fet on fite. At feven in the even, the long withed-for veflel 
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eight days afterwards I heard, that it was ftill burning, and had laid the country open 
for feveral leagues. : - 

The eighth we arrived at Lamnai, a fmall ifland, which very juftly might be called 
the ifland of birds: it lies very low, and is not two hundred fathoms in length. The 
trees were covered with fuch a prodigious number of cormorants and herons of every 
kind, that the /spfots, in going up a rivulet, filled a boat, in lefs’ than half an hour, 
as well with the young ones, which they took either with their hands, or knocked. 
down with fticks ;.as with the old ones, of which every fhot brought down feveral dozens. 

In this ifland I found a plant, which I had not yet feen; it is well known by the 
name of the /ratiote of Egypt, that furprizing plant, which is faid to move on the: 
waters of the Nile, feeking for nutrition in the fame manner as animals. Surely this 
is a made ftory, or perhaps the loofe defcriptions which travellers have given of it, have: 
been interpreted in a wrong fenfe. The /ratiote of the Niger is the fame as that of 
the Nile, of which we have a figure in Pro/per Alpinus *, and in the garden of Mala- 
bar: and its roots are fo deeply fixed in the earth, that it is with difficulty they can 
be plucked up. What has given rife to this error is, that the above-mentioned plant 
produces fmall tufts of leaves, at a very great diftance from each other, and fupported 
by a ftem, which, after floating on the, water, lofes itfelf infenfibly in the earth ; much 
in the fame manner as the potamogetons, the nymphoides, and even the leaves of the ne- 
nufar, or water-lilly. 

Being fo near to Podor, which we defcried from afar, over the low lands, I:began 
the more ardently to wifh for the happy @our of landing, as the veffel hardly advanced. 
above three or four leagues a day. At Iength this hour came the tenth of Novem... 
ber ; and the nineteenth day put a period to this tedious and laborious voyage, which. 
I had performed in the hotteft month of the year. The thermometer could not be 
expofed with any fafety, except in the fhips cabin; where it marked by. twelve at 
noon from 40 to 45 degrees, This cabin was fo: greatly warmed by the fun, that 
even in the night-time it {till preferved from 30 to 32 degrees of heat : it was like a 
ftove, or rather a fiery furnace ; the pitch and tar were melted to fuch a degree, as to» 
pafs through all the joints of the veffel. In fhort, the heat I endured in this voyage, 
was fuch, that I do not think it can poffibly be more violent in any other part of the 
world : hence I am not at all furprized, that moft of the French, who are near two months. 
in performing the voyage of Galam { in July and Auguft, fhould feldom get ‘there 
without being feized with burning fevers. And therefore it is that thofe, whom ex-. 
perience or a thorough knowledge of the country has rendered more prudent, do not 
fail to embark in the month of June, as foon as the waters are high enough.. Then 
they have a great deal lefs to fuffer from the intemperatenefs of the rainy feafon, and 
of the heats, which increafe daily from the month of June to November ; fo that they 
would never be able to bear them, were they to fet out in September or Odober. 

Another inconveniency of the voyage to Podor or Galam, in the month of October, 
is owing to the mufketoes and bees. 1 have elfewhere mentioned how troublefome the 
former are :. but the latter are ftill more fo. Every day towards twelve o’clock, I was. 
fure of being vifited by one, two, and fometimes. more fwarms, which made their. 
entrance into the cabbin, attraéted, in all probability, by the penetrating and refinous 
fmell of the pitch and tar. Such tormenting vifitors obliged me to quit the veflel,, 
and to feck for peace on fhore. . : 

* Hay alem el maovi, id eft, ftratiotes. Profp. Alp. Egypt. vi 2. p. 51s 

+ Kevlda-pail, Hort. Mal. vol. 41. p. re nS eal oy 
oe is upwards of 700. miles above the mouth of the River, and the. princip# place of trade for goldy, 
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_, The fame thing happened to me at Pador in November and December, It is very 
likely, that during thofe three months the fwarms quit their old hives to build new 
ones: for at' that time, you frequefitly meet with very confiderable heaps of them. 
One day I faw the roof of.a houfe, the furface of which was fixteen {quare feet, 
covered with a lay or bed, four fingers thick, ,of bees heaped up in this manner. 
This is an evident proof of the prodigious number of thofe infecs, They lodge every 
where, but more particularly in the trunks of trees made hollow by time. This year 
they had three hives at our fettlement at Podor 3 ene between the fhutters and the. 
window of the room on the firft floor: the other on the ground floor, in a {mall prefs 
full of old iron, a leaf of which was opened every day ; and it ftood at. the bottom 
of a very dark warehoufe: the third was in the ceiling of another warehoufe, juft 
behind the,door. ‘With difficulty could we drive away thofe infects, even in the,night 
and with the help of fire: they know how to diftinguifh in the dark thofe who moleft 
them, and they thew their revenge by moft pungent ftings. 

Thefe bees differ from thofe of Europe only in fize. There is this fingularity in 
their honey, that it never acquires a confiftency like ours; but is always liquid and 
"dike a brown fyrup. We may affirm, it is infinitely fuperior, bath in delicacy and 
tafte, to the beft honey colleéted in the fouthern parts of France, 

The country about Podor had now a very different face from what it wore at the 
time of my firlt voyage, Inftead of a dry barren plain, I beheld 4n agreeable cham- 

aign, interfected with moraffes, where rice grew naturally without being fown. The 
hig er grounds were covered with millet: and there alfo the indigo and cotton plants 

ilplayed a moft lovely verdure. Almoft all the aquatic plants of warm climates, 
pafied in review before me: I obferved the water-lilly *, two forts of pontederia }, the 
Sufiaa’s t, the lemmas and the pongati §, of the garden of Malabar. I likewife met with 
feveral fpecies of alifna, bindweed, nenuphar, utriculaire, hottonia ||,,adbateda, befides 
a great multitude of cyperufes, or galingales, and other, moftly unknown, plants. 

My curiofity was not confined to the adjacent fields; it extended alfo to the woods 
and marigets two leagues all round. There I found many new fpecies of trees and 
birds of exquifite beauty. But of all the extraordinary things I obferved, nothing 
ftruck me more than certain eminencies, which, by their height and regularity, made 
me take them at a diftance, for an afflemblage of Negroes huts, or a confiderable vil- 
lage :. and yet they were only the nefts of certain infeds. They are round pyramids, 
from eight to ten treet high, upon nearly the fame bafe, with a fmooth furface of rich 
clay, exceffively hard and well built. “The infide is a labyrinth of little galleries, in- 
terwoven one with the other, and anfwering to a {mall opening, which gives ingrefs 
and regrefs to the infe€ts that inhabit it.- They are called vag-vagues; and perhaps 
are the fame as thofe which go by the name of wood-lice and white ants in America 
and the Eaft Indies. They are fhaped like the common ants; but their members are 
not fo diftin@. Their body, befides being of a dirty white, is alfo much fofter, fuller, 
and as it were, of an un@tuous nature. ‘Thefe creatures multiply prodigioufly ; and 
when they want to makea lodgment, they attack fome dead trunk of a tree, into which 
they quickly eat their way. 

in my two voyages I had carefully drawn a plan of the river Niger, from its mouth 
to Podor: fo that there remained only for me, to know the latitude of this place. 
The difference I found between my plan, and that of the ancient and modern charts, 


* Nymphea Indica minor levis. Rumph. Herb. Amb. v, 6. p. 167. tab. 72 fg. 3. 

t Pontederia floribus umbeilatis. Liz. Bi. Zeyl, 129. } New fpecies, 

§ Pongati. Hort. Maleb. v. Uk. p. 47. tab. 24. 

li Hottonia flore folitario, ex folicrum alis proveniente. Burm. Th. Zeyi, soc. 121. tab. ee, Fo... 
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made me fufpect that the latitude had not-been rightly determined ;' if it be true that 
they worked upon it at all. In order to be certain, I fixed, with the requifite pre- 
cautions, a gnomon eight feet one inch and a line in height, upon a platform, reduced 
to a very exact level. During the month of November and part of December, I ob- 
ferved thereon different points of the fun’s fhadow, which by: calculation gave me its 
height. Thence*I concluded Podor to be 16 degrees 443 minutes north latitude, ac- 
cording to the account I tranfmitted at that time to M. Le Monnier, who was pleafed 
to communicate it to the academy of fciences *. This obfervation is of fome importance, 
fince it corrects an error of above 15 minutes, by which all other maps place Podor 
too-far north ; and it greatly diminifhes the length of this river, whole direétion has 
been alfo wrong laid down by moft geographers. Thus, befides the advantage I reaped 
from my fecond voyage to Podor, in informing myfelf of the natural hiftcry of the 
country ; it likewife enabled me to verify and corre& an effential point of geography, 
with regard to the courfe of the Niger, of which we know but a very fmall part 
as yet. 

i failing down this river, the winds were as favourable to us as they had been ad- 
verfe in afcending. I left Podor the 17th of December, and arrived the 21ft at the 
ifland ef Senegal ; fo that I was only five days in my return, whereas I had been nine- 
teen in going to Podor. As the waters decreafed, they left on the banks of the river 
a flime, which the Negroes know how to make the moft of ; ‘for they had fown every 
part of it with large millet, tobacco, and feveral forts of French beans. 

I did not flay long upon the ifland of Senegal ; for I left it the 11th of January the’ 
enfuing year, to return a fecond time to the ifland of Goree, where I arrived the 15th. 
From thence I was to make the voyage of Gambia, with Meff. de la Brue and de 
Saint Jean ; one the director of the fettlement of Senegal, the other of the ifle of Goree. 
They were going to reftore the French factory of Albreda, fituate upon this river, 
within fix or feven leagues of its mouth, and about fifty from the ifle of Goree. Three 
veffels fet fail together the roth of February, and entered the river Gambia the 2oth. 
Its mouth does not begin, properly fpeaking, till you are at the point of the bar; 
though its bed advances a good way into the fea, by means of the fand banks or flats 
betwixt the Ifland of Birds and Cape St. Mary. The cape is a high land, which you 
leave upon your right. From the point of the bar to the fa€tory of Albreda, the river 
has a very unequal breadth ; in fome places it is a league over, and a little more in 
others. Its banks are very high, and bordered on both fides with rall trees, which 
plainly thew the goodnefs of the foil. 

We caft anchor over againft the factory, and ftaid a few days in the road, without 
going afhore. There we lived very well: the negroes brought us plenty of excellent 
filh, as thornbacks, foles, monftrous large rock fifh and a great many #ree-oy/terst, 
which abound in that river. Here they have every thing requifite for their fuftenance. 
The banks of the river being lined with mangroves, they faften to the roots thereof: 
and the fea water never lofeth its faltnefs in this fpot. What is very extraordinary, 
every where elfe, oyfters are loofened from rocks ; here they are gathered upon trees! 
At low water, they are left bare, and feen hanging at their roots. This is what made 
fome voyagers, who had feen the like in America, affirm, that they perched upon trees. 
The Negroes have not fo much difficulty as one would imagine, in gathering them 3 
they need only to cut off the branch, to which the oyfters are faftened. A {ingle root 


* This obfervation was printed in the fecond volume of the memoirs prefented to the Academy by divers 


learned men, pag. 605. 
J See the natural hiftory of bivalvous fhells, Species 1. opflers, plate 14: fig. 10 
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bears fometimes upwards of two hundred ; ‘and if it has feveral branches, it forms.a 
clufter which one man would find difficult to carry. The fhells of thefe oyfters differ 
from thole of Europe, being longer, narrower and thinner ; but as to the delicacy and 
relifh of the meat, connoiffeurs know no difference. ‘ 

In this voyage I was witnefs myfelf, for the firft time, tothe mifchief done by locufts, 
that fcourge, fo dreadful to hot climates. The third day after our arrival we were 
{till in the road; when there fuddenly arofe over our heads, towards eight o’clock in 
the morning, a thick cloud, which darkened the air and deprived us of the rays of 
the fun, Every body was furprized at fo fudden a change in the fky, which is feldom 
overcaft in this feafon: but we foon found that it was owing to a cloud of locutts, 
raifed about twenty or thirty fathoms from the ground, and covering an extent of 
feveral leagues, upon which it poured a shower of thofe infe&ts, which fell to devour- 
ing while they refted themlelves, and then refumed their flight. This cloud was brought 
by a very {trong eaft wind; it was all the morning in pafling over the adjacent coun- 
try ; and we imagined that the fame wind drove the locufts into the fea. ‘They fpread 
defolation wherever they came: after devouring the herbage, with the fruits and leaves 
of trees, they attacked even the buds and the very bark: they did not fo much as 
fpare the reeds, with which the huts were thatched, notwithftanding that thefe were 
fo dry: in fhort, they did all the mifchief that can be dreaded from fo voracious an 
infeét. I took a great number of them, which are {till to be feen in my cabinet : they 
were intirely brown, of the breadth and length of one’s finger, and armed with two 
‘ftrong jaw bones, dented like a faw. ‘Their wings were much longer than thofe of 
any locufts I had ever feen before: and no doubt, but it was owing to the largenefs 
of thofe wings, that they could fly with fuch eafe, and poile themfelves in the air. 

One would not imagine that fo fhocking an infect, as the locuft, fhould ever be 
food for man. And yet it is an undoubted fat, that in feveral parts of this country, 
the people eat of it: nay they have different ways of drefling this extraordinary dith. 
Some pound them, and boil them with milk; others only broil them on the coals, 
and think them excellent food. There is no difputing of taftes: for my part I fhould 
willingly refign whole clouds of locufts to the Negroes of Gambia, for the meanetft 
of their fithes. . 

One thing which always furprized me, is the prodigious rapidity, with which the 
fap of trees repairs any lofs they may happen to fuftain in that country : and I was 
never more aftohifhed, than when, upon landing four days after that terrible invafion 
of locufts, I faw-the. trees covered with new leaves; and they did not feem to me to 
have fuffered much. The herbs bore marks of the devaftation fomewhat longer ; but 
a few days were fufficient to repair all the mifchief. . . 

The people inhabiting the country along the Gambia, are Mandingoes or Sofes; to 
exprefs myfelf in their way. ‘Their manner of life, and drefs, is not preferable to that 
of the other blacks; but their huts are better built: and perhaps they are obliged for 
their tafte of architecture to the Portuguefe, who were formerly fettled in thofe parts. 

“The walls are made of a fat binding clay, which foon hardens. They are all thatched 
with ftraw, which hangs down to another little wall breaft high ; and this makes a. 
fmall gallery round the hut, where they are fheltered from the rays of the fun. The 
village having taken fire a little after my arrival, the walls of thofe huts that with- 
ftood it, were partly of a beautiful red, and partly vitrified by the violence of the fire: 
at a diftance they feemed to be done over with a very bright enamel. 

The hut where I lodged was large and commodious, but as dark as a fubterranceus , 


cavern, even at noon-day, becaufe it had no other opening but a door pierced at each 
. end. 
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end. Here I muft obferve, left I fhould forget it, that a great number of our Euro- 
pean fwallows reforted hither every evening, and pafled the night upon the rafters; for, © 
as I have elfewhere mentioned, they do not build nefts in this country, but only come 
to fpend the winter. ‘ 

As my view in going up the Gambia was to make experiments in natural hiftory, I 
wanted a lightfome place to perform my operations: and the huts throughout the village 
were all too dark ; I contrived therefore to make ufe of a tamarind-tree in the middle of 
the garden, which belonged to my hut, and was planted with fine orange, citron, 
papaws, and other fruit-trees. I made an inclofure of ftraw under its verdant foliage, 
which, befides affording me a cool retreat, invited the feathered chorifters to warble 
out their notes. In fhort, it was a real cabinet of natural philofophy, and I queftion 
whether fo rural a one was ever feen before. For my part the memory thereof is ftill 
dear to me, becaufe of the knowledge I thereby acquired of an infinite multitude of 
new and curious plants, the growth of this country, which is doubtlefs one of the 
fineft {pots of all Africa. ; 

The foil is rich and deep, and amazingly fertile : it produces {pontaneonfly and 
almoft without cultivation, ali the neceflaries of life, as grain, fruits, legumes, and 
roots, On the high and fomewhat drier grounds you fee guavas, acajous, two forts 
of papaws with orange and citron trees of exquifite beauty: I meafured {ome myfelf 
that were above five and twenty feet high, and a foot and a half the diameter of the 
trunk. The roots of manioc, igname, and batatee multiply greatly in open places. The 
black and moift clays are taken up with forefts of bananas, at the feet o which both 
pepper and ginger grow. Every thing matures to perfection, and is excellent in its 
kind. ‘They likewife make a great deal of date-wine, which is very delicious. : 

The pepper of this place is not the fame as that of India. It is a round berry about 
the bignefs of a hemp-feed, which ripens to a red colour, and has a fweetifh tafte. It 
contains a feed of the fhape and bignefs of a grain of cabbage, but very hard, and in 
tafte like aromatic pepper, which has an agreeable poignancy. ‘his fruit grows in 
{mall bunches ona fhrub three or four feet high, whofe thin fupple branches are fur- 
nithed with oval leaves, pointed at the ends, very greafy, and pretty much like thofe 
of the privet or prime print. ; 

Rice is almoft the only grain fown at Gambia in the lands overflown by the rains 
of the high feafon. The negroes cut all thefe lands with ‘fmall caufeys which with-hold 
the waters in {uch a manner, that their rice is always moiftened. They had got in their 
crop long before my arrival ; fo that the rice fields in the month of February were a fort 
of drained morafles, on which grew a few wild herbs. Every night we faw fhining flies 
which flew on all fides; and, wherever they paffed, they diffufed a light fimilar to that 

‘ of twinkling ftars. I walked there feveral times at night fall, and perceived that they 
came out of crevices or gaps formed in chat marfhy foil when dried by the fun, and in 
which they had made their nefts, I obferved alfu, that thofe which had wings, emitted 
light as well as thofe which had none; contrary to what we fee in France, where the former 
have not this advantage. In fhort, they flew about only for three or four hcurs at the 
moft, after which they returned to their holes. I gathered a great number of them, 
which I kept for fome days in {mall phials, where they gave a light fo long as they lived ; 
but it grew dim in proportion as the infect drew towards its end. This little creature 
is improperly called a glow-worm or fire-fly ; fince it is neither a worm nor fly; but a 
{mall beetle, of a brown colour, and its body flat and fealy, like that of other beetles. 
Its wings are covered with two cafes, alfo fcaly, though very foft. The light with which 
it is furnifhed, is lodged only in the three laft rings of its body ; and fome motion muft 

be impreffed on them, for the light to fhew itfelf outwardly. ard 
Pee eayvinge 


636 ADANSON’S VOYAGE TO SENEGAL, &c. 


‘ Leaving the river, we found a rich foil, -of. red- fand, extremely fine, and uncon- 
ceivedbly fruitful: this appears by the trees with which it is covered. Here you fee 
thickets impenetrable, not becaufe of the thorns, for there are very few; but by reafon 
the trees ftand fo clofe ; among the reft I met with fome wild vines, not unlike the Eu- 
ropean. There you behold a foreft of lofty trees, bending under the weight of the 
ciffus’s * which would be called ivy in America, from the manner in which they faften 
themfelves, afcending and defcending, intertwined with each other, and feeming to 
bend downwards and to fubmit their branches, juit like the tackling of a thip in regard to 
its yards and mafts. It was in thefe fine fields I beheld thofe trees of fuch prodigious 
dimenfions, viz. father Plumier’s ceyba’s ¢ which, as I have elfewhere obferved, the 
negroes of Senegal call Lenten. 

The benten furpaffes all the trees of Senegal in height, as the calabath-tree furpafles 
them in thicknefs. There are fome a hundred and ten, and even a hundred and twenty 
feet high, the trunk of which is from eight to ten feet _at the moft in diameter, and 
extremely ere€t ; between the root and branches, it is fifty or fixty feet, and oftentimes 
more, in length. ‘The chamferings or kind of fmall wings, which fometimes grow the 
whole length of the trunk, do not in the leaft diminifh the beauty of its white bark, nor 
the boldnefs with which it carries its round fpreading top. It is of this tree the negroes 
make their piragues, by hollowing its trunk; the wood being very foft, denfe, and ex- 
tremely light. “Thofe who inhabit the banks of the Gambia being poffeffed of the largeft 
bentens, meke likewife the largeft pirogues: they have fome from forty to fifty feet long, 
and from four to five feet in breadth, and fomewhat lefs in depth. 

The farobier is another large tree alfo as common as the benten, but of quite a different 
ule, becaule of the hardnefs and weight of the wood. ‘The negroes are very fond of its 
fruit, which is a kind of cod or hufk like that of a French bean, but above a foot in 
length, containing a black flat feed, like large lentils, enveloped ina yellow farinaceous 
fubftance. This fruit frequently ferves them inftead of every other fuftenance, efpe- 
cially when they travel: it is extremely good, and nourifhing ; and taftes much like 
the beft ginger-bread cake. . 

At the eaft end of the village of Albreda, I faw a wild fig-tree of an extraordinary 
fhape and fize. It was not very high; but its trunk was about ten feet diameter, 
and cut with fo many chamferings, that it feemed to be compofed of feveral trees, 
whofe trunks joined to each other, moft of them fpreading chiefly more towards the: 
roots, where they formed a kind of buttrefs. This trunk was .not above fifteen feet 
high, but it was divided into feveral large branches, well covered with leaves, which 
made it very agreeable, as it afforded a moft refrefhing fhade. ‘The inhabitants had 
pitched upon this {pot to build a ca/dé, that is, a public hall. This confifted of a floor 
raifed two or three feet above the earth, and compofed of feveral forked fhoots planted 
near to one another, over which crofs fhoots were laid. The whole was covered with 
hurdles put clofe together, and fome mats over them. This was the place where 
their affemblies were held: here the lazy and the indolent met to {moke and converfe ; 
here the .ewfmongers fat loitering ; in a word, here they tranfacted all the affairs and 
concerns of the village. 

It is not at all furprifing that in a moift country there fhould be plenty of frogs : but 
furely I had great reafon to be furprifed, not having met as yet with any in all my ex- 
curfions. From Podor to Gambia, which, including the ifle of Senegal, and that of 


* Cereo affinis fcandens planta aphylla; caule rotundo, articulato, glabro, fucculento, faturaté, viridi, 
Sloan. Jam. vol. ti. tab. 224. fig. 3 SF 4. 
Ceyba viticis folio caudice glabro. Plum. Gen. pag. 42. 
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’ Goree, with Portudal, and feveral other places where I had been; contains a {pace of 

a hundred and fifty leagues, and a country that I was well acquainted with, I had as 
yet feen none but toads. It was in a well, which had been dug at the weft end of the 
village of Albreda, that I difcovered the firft frogs : and thefe could not get away from 
thence, the borders being raifed fix feet, and cut vertically. Ifaw none except in this 
well, which contained fuch a prodigious multitude of them, that, when they rofe above 
the water, they abfolutely hid the whole furface of it, covering one another over again, 
nearly in the fame manner as tiles are laid on the tops of houfes. Their bodies were 
fmaller, but more compaét than thofe of our European frogs; their colour was green, 
agreeably variegated with black fpots ; fo that I looked upon them as a very particular 
fpecies. 
: Botany, and every other branch of natural hiftory, had greatly improved under my 
care in this fruitful country ;. and I fhould have confiderably added to my ftore of obfer- 
vations, if I had been permitted to continue there for any time : bur the circumftances, 
and difficulties attending a new fettlement, prevented my tarrying any longer. I there- 
fore fet out on the 12th of March upon my return to Goree, along with the directors: 
ofthat ifland, and of Senegal, who had taken care that 1 fhould want for nothing while 
I was at Gambia. 

Our paffage was tedious, fo that we had full leifure to take a very near view of two: 
whales, which we had {een already in our fit voyage. They followed usa great deal. 
longer inthis, and we Had the pleafure of feeing the fports and majeftic movements of. 
thofe monftrous animals, which amufed us with their company, only when they did 

- not come too near our veffel. Ireckoned their length to have been about a hundred. 
and fifty-five or fixty feet: the part of their back which they held always above water, 
was twelve feet long, and from four to five broad, without reckoning the head, which. 
it raifed fometimes for refpiration, but madeno more noife than a horfe, that puffs and 
blows when he is drinking. ‘They did not throw water out of their noftrils, after the 

_ manner of all blowing whales, which are alfo very common in the tropic feas : in fhort 
I faw no appearance of fins on their back. No doubt but a vertebre of fourtéeninches. 
diameter and eight high, which I had occafion to fee afterwards on the fea thore, with 
fome ribs upwards of ten feet in length, muft have formerly belonged to this fpecies of 
whale. Some perhaps will be furprized that I thould take notice of thefe animals, when. 
Ihave nothing more particular to fay about them : yet as they are to be found in lati- 
tudes where the negroes are neither defirous nor accuftomed to fifh for them; and as 
there is no probability that there ever will be any feen nearer, or more conveniently than: 
thefe were beheld by me; I thought it my duty to communicate the prefent remarks,. 
in order to fhew how large the whales of the torrid zone are, fuppofing them to be a. 
diftin€t fort from thofe of the northern climates. . 

By day we were diverted with the whales, and by night with the luftre of the fea. 
As foon as the fun dipped beneath the horizon, and night overfpread the earth with 
darknefs, the fea lent us its friendly light. While the prow of our veffel ploughed the 
foaming furges, it feemed to fet them all on fire: thus we failed in a luminous inclo~ 
fure, which furrounded us like a large circle of rays, from whence darted in the wake. 
of the fhip along ftream of light, which followed us to the ifle of Goree,. where we 
landed the twenty-third of the fame month. . 

Inftead of returning direétly to the ifland of Senegal, I refolved. to. flay at Goree,, in. 
order to complete the obfervations on plants, and particularly on fhells. and other fea 
bodies, which had efcaped me in my two former voyages. It was then the fith feafon, 
at leaft, for fifh of a moderate fize, The fea feemed to be full of the latter: when they 
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happened to be purfued by the large ones, you ‘might fee them in fholes approaching 
towards land ; and oftemtimes they ranathore. Some of thofe tholes were fifty fathoms 
{quare, and the fifhes crowded together in fuch a manner, as to roll upon one another 
without ‘being able to fwim. As foon as the negroes perceive them coming towards 
land, they jump into the water, with a bafket in one hand to catch the fith, and {wim 
with the other. It is curious to behold them in this uneafy attitude, penetrating through 
the finny fwarm; they need only to plunge and to lift up their bafkets, and they are 
‘fure to return loaded with fith. ‘ $ 

I was prefent at a very extraordinary capture of fith made the fame month, on the 
coaft of Ben, within'a league of the ifland of Goree, by the company belonging to one 
of the French Eaft-India fhips, which had anchored in the road. . They had only a nec 
of about fixty fathoms, which they threw ata venture into the fea; for they were not 
fo lucky as to efpy any of thofe tholes of fifhes: yet they had fuch furprifing fuccefs, 

‘that the fhore was covered, the whole length of the net, with the fith they caught, 
though the net was in abad condition. I reckoned part of them, and judged, that they 
might in all be upwards of fix thoufand, the leaft of them as largeas a fine carp. There 
you might fee pilchards, rock-fith, mullets or gull fith of different forts; molebats, 
with other fifhes very little known. The negroes of the neighbouring village took each 
their load, and the fhip’s crew filled their boat till it was ready to fink, leaving the reft 
on the fea fhore. In any other country, fuch a capture of fith would, without all doubt, 
pafs for a miracle. 

Ihave already obferved that, in the ifland of Goree, there isa low land called 
Savana—There I lodged in a hut of ftraw, built in a negroe manner: it was new when 
TI went into 5 but in lefs than a month you might fee through it. I inquired into the 
caufe of this; which I found to be as follows. ‘The earth hereabouts was all filled with 
a fpecies of white ant, called vag-vague, different from that which 1 have elfewhere 
defcribed. This, here, inftead of raifing pyramids, continues buried under ground, 
and never makes itfelf known but by {mall cylindrical galleries, of the thicknefs of a 
goofe quill, which it ereéts againft the feveral bodies it defigns to attack. Thefe 
galleries are formed of earth with infinite delicacy of workmanthip. - The vag-vagues 
make ufe of them, as of cavert-ways, to work without being feen: and whatever they 
faften themfelves to, whether it be leather, cloth, linen, books or wood, it is furely 
gnawed and confumed. I fhould have thought myfelf pretty well off, had they only 
attacked the reeds of my hut ; but they pierced through a trunk which ftood on. treftles 
a foot above the ground, and gnawed moft of my books. Even my bed was not fpared, 
and though I took care every evening to beat down the galleries, yet they were frequently 
erected again, in the middle of the night, up to my bolfter; and the “ag-vagues got 
into the bed, where, after cutting the linen and mattrefs, they came‘to my flefh and 
bit me moft cruelly. I fhall be excufed from mentioning the {wellings and acute pains 
which followed. Their fize is hardly bigger than that of our large European ants ; 
yet they are of fuch a conftitution, that neither freth nor falt water, nor, vinegar, nor any 
other ftrong-liquors, with which I often covered the floor of my chamber, were able to 
deftroy them ; fo that every method I took to extirpate the breed proved ineffectual, 
The infinite havock which thefe, infeéts make, has fet people upon thinking of different 
contrivances to exterminate them. Among others, Arfenic has been propofed. as an 
infallible remedy ; but it would not be prudent to advife and much lefs to practife it. 
If fire was not apt to caufe greater mifchief than that arifing from the vag-vagues, it 
would be acheaper and more effeétual remedy ; for we feldom fee thofe infects in places 
that have undergone this operation. Ue kee 
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Though I fuffered greatly from the hoftilities of the vagevagues, yat Lenuit confels,. they 
contributed to a confiderable number of obfervations ; and were the caufe of a frequent 
repetition of experiments, which perhaps I fhould otherwife have performed but very 
feldom. My room was full of pails of fea water, where I conftantly kept live fith, 
which in the night time emitted.a light, not unlike that of phofphorus. The mugs full 
of fhells, and even the fifh that lay dead on the table, gavethe famelight. All thefe 
illuminations put together, and reflected upon different parts of the room, made it 
appear as if it was on fire; and I muft own, that I was of that opinion the firft time I 
faw this ftrange phenomenon : for it made the impreffion on me, which it is natural 
for every man to feel in the like cafe. The vag-vagues, by awaking me fuddenly out 
of my fleep, renewed my fright, much oftener than | could have withed in the beginning, 
but my apprehenfion gradually ceafed, by feeing the thing often repeated; till I at 
length received a pleafure from this extraordinary fight. What was mioft engaging, 
each fith thewed itfelf plainly to the eye, by the light emitted from its body; and the 
fame effel was produced by the fhells and other fea bodies which } had with me ; even. 
the pails themfelves looked like a burning furface. This was not all: every day the 
fight was new, becaufe I had new fithes and new fhells to obferve : now it was a pilchard, 
now a molebat: one timea purple fifh, another time a periwinkle : one time a polypus, 
acrab, ora ftar-fith, that fhewed its luminous rays in the dark: in fhort, I perteétly 
diftinguifhed the thape of all thofe different fifhes, by rays of light, which darted from 
every part of their bodies; and, asI could place them ina thoufand different pofitions, 
Thad it in my power to give an infinite variety to this beautiful illumination. - 

When the vag-vagues obliged me to quit this glittering manfion, and to look for 
relief abroad, the angry ocean prefented me with the fame phenomenon in great, The 
foaming billows feemed to metamorphofe themfelves into mountains of fire, and-ex- 
hibited to my view a moft amazing fpetacle, more capable of exciting admiration than 
fear, even in the minds of perfons expofed to their fury. 

Notwithftanding the fea about the ifland of Goree was moft violently agitated at 
this time, in confequence of the vernal equinox, yet I croffed it very often in a fmall: 
boat, in going over to the continent. One day I was bound for Cape Bernard, I had 
like to have loft my life. This cape is not above the third part of a league. from. 
Goree; and this was the firft time I thought of landing there. At a diftance it feemed 
to me, as if it formed a creek, fomewhat like a fmall haven; and I made no doubt, 
but I fhould be able to get on fhore with all eafe: but the nearer I drew, the more 
difficult I found it; for the furf ran fo high, that I could fee no fafe place to land. 
During this uncertainty, the waves were driving us towards fhore; when all of a 
fudden I faw myfelf environed by a huge furge, which threw the boat upon a rock 
where it overfet! Luckily I did not lofe my prefence of mind, notwithftanding this. 
difafter; and, as the beat overfet, it ftuck to the rock, where it was fupported like 
an arch, under which my two negroes made their efcape. I did not wait for another 
wave to come and fet it right again, and perhaps to overwhelm me, which would 
have inevitably happened : but 1 made ufe of my legs, to get to the further end of 
the beach, where I walked in the fun to dry myfelf, and that was all the harm: 
I fuffered. 

Hitherto no difficulty had been able to ftop me in my career; yet this accident, 
together with the fea-ficknefs with which I evas always affliéted, occafioned me to 
make very ferious reflections, on the rifks I underwent, in crofling every day from 
Goree to the continent, on board fo fmall a veffel. M. de Saint Jean, direétor of the 
ifland, haying the greateft regard for me, and even more than I had for myfelf, was 

* defirous. 
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defirous to prevent the trouble and danger to which I expofed myfelf daily : for which 
reafon he propofed to the mafter of Ben, a fmall village on the continent, within a 
league north of Goree, to entertain me at his houfe, and to procure me all neceflary 
fafe-guards in walking over his lands, or in any other excurfion I fhould chufe to make. 
This negroe lord, having a very high affeCtion for the French nation, was overjoyed 
at the opportunity of entertaining a native of that country for fgme months. The 
24th of April, upon arriving at the village, I found a very convenient hut, which he 
had lately built for his own ufe. It was furrounded by feveral courts and gardens, 
where he had likewife got a fmall but light clofet for me, in fuch a fituation as I had 
defired on account of my obfervations, Nothing could be more conducive to my 
purpofe, than the advantageous fituation of the village. On the one fide, the fea fur- 
nifhed me with every thing I could with in regard to fifhes and fhells; and on the 
other I had plains, a confiderable foreft, and, two leagues further, the mountains of 
Cape Verd. Here I had.an ample field for my curiofity,-as well concerning plants, 
as every fpecies of animals, 

This is quite a fandy country like the neighbourhood ef Senegal ; but it forms 
a more rifing ground. Befides the fame plants, it produces a great number of others 
particular to itfelf; and a vaft many acacia and calabafh trees. Going from Ben to 
Cape Verd, I met upon the road, about half way, with two of the latter {till larger 
than thofe I had admired in the neighbourhood of the ifland of Senegal. I meafured 
their trunks with a packthread, and found the one to be feventy-four feet, and the 
other feventy-feven in circumference, that is, upwards of five and twenty feet diameter. 
Thefe were the thickeft I ever faw of the kind: and as Africa may boaft of pro. 
ducing the largeft of animals, viz. the oftrich and the elephant ; fo it may be faid, not 
to degenerate with regard to vegetables, fince it gives birth to calabafh trees, which 
are immenfely larger than any other tree now exifting, at leaft that we know of ; 
and probably the largeft on the terreftrial globe. 

I faw on the branches of thofe trees fome birds nefts, fo vaftly capacious as to 
furprize me as much as the trees themfelves! They were at leaft three feet long, 
and refembled oval bafkets, open below, and cgnfufedly interwoven with very large 
twigs. I had not the pleafure of feeing the birds that built them ; but the people of the 
village afflured me, they had pretty much the figure of that kind of eagle which the 
call ntann. To judge of the fize of thofe birds by their nefts, they cannot be such 
inferior to an oftrich.- 

The double mountain of Cape Verd was the only land-mark I had, to fteer my courfe 
through this vaft plain; for the fands were toffed fo impetuoufly from one place to another 
by the winds, that it was impoffible to diftinguifh any path or trace whatever: and 
even the eminences, which I met now and then, ferved only to bewilder me and my 
negroes, by being fo uniform. The only verdure they had upon them, was fome 
fhrubs known in India by the name of bois de renette*, Sometimes I walked through 
fpacious fields, naturally fown with a kind of herb bafil, peculiar to the country. 
But what feemed worthy of obfervation to me, was, wherever it grew, it was very 
thick ; and that very rarely any other plants whatever could be feen there, not even 
on thofe fpots that were thinnelt fown ; as if the proximity thereof was hurtful to them. 
This herb bafil is ligneous and lively: it forms a fhrub two feet high, whofe 
ftem and leaves are of a reddifh green, and diffufe a citron fragrancy, extremely 
pleafing. The fands, though toft to and fro every ‘inftant, produced a great 
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many other plants, and efpecially dog-grafs, with which nearly their whole furface 
was covered. 

My moft ufual walk was in the foreft of Krampfane, which I likewife called the foreft 
of palmetto trees, becaufe indeed there is hardly any other to be feen in that neigh- 
bourhood. It begins within half ¢ league of the village of Ben, and extends two 
leagues north-eaft, making a femicircle, and paffing within a quarter of a league of a 
ruinous village, called Mabao, fituate on the fea-fhore within a league and a half of 
Ben. Its breadth is, throughout, nearly a quarter of a league. The foil is low, 
and in fome places hollow like a canal, and feems to have been heretofore either a 
bafon overflown by the ocean, or at leaft a falt-pan, which in drying up retained a 
black flimy fand, from whence the rain waters imbibe a faline tafte, that prevents their 
being drinkable. I would even venture to affirm that this canal was. formerly a 
branch of the marigot of Kann, whofe communication has, without all manner of 
doubt, been interrupted by a fand-bank,° which the winds have thrown ‘up near 
its mouth. . 

From the fide towards Ben, as far as two-thirds of its extent in length, this foreft' 
confifts entirely of date-trees, at the entrance of which there are fmall groves of oily 
palms: in the other part you fee only the latter fort. The date-tree of this country is 
wild, and grows without any culture. The Serera negroes of the kingdom of Kaior, 
which includes Cape Verd, call it Kionkomm and the natives of the country of Oualo, 
towards the ifland of Senegal, give it the name of Sorfor. It feldom Hes higher than 
from twenty to thirty feet: its trunk is round and upright, of a dun colour, and fix 
inches at the moft in diameter. From the top of it there iffues forth a clutter of leayas 
from eight to nine feet in length, which extend all round like a parafol, and bend a 
little towards the earth. The bottom part produces an infinite number of ftalks like 
that of the middle; but they feldom fhoot fo high as four or five feet. Thefe. ftalks 
fpread the tree very confiderably, fo that, wherever it naturally grows in forefts, you 
find it difficult to open a paflage through its prickly leaves. The fruit thereof is 
fhorter than that of the other fort of date-tree; but the pulp is ntuch thicker. It has 
a fugary and agreeable tafte, infinitely fuperior to the very beft dates of the Levant’; 
perhaps becaufe it ripens better on the tree. . 

The oily palm* is of all others that which thoots to the greateft height. Here are 
fome from fixty to eighty feet in the ftalk, without any branches. The trunk is 
outwardly black, equally large through the whole length of it, and from one to two 
feet in diamteter. Its head is loaded with leaves pretty much lixe the date-tree. Jt 
bears a round fruit the fize of a {mall nut, and covered with a yellow pulp of which they 
make the palm oil. The negroes call it fir. ; 

It is from thefe two trees they extract the palm wine, which is exactly the colour 
of whey. ‘There are feveral methods of extraéting it: the firft practifed by the negroes, 
and which I have often followed, after their example, in regard to the date-tree of the 
foreft of Krampfane, is this: They cut a ftalk a few inches under the crown, and 
leave only fome leaves .ftanding: then they lay the leaves above the incifion, and 
faften them with a peg to the tree. The extremity of thofe leaves is folded afterwards 
into a calabafh, or into a fmall earthen pot, narrow-mouthed, and {ufpended fo as not 
to quit the leaves, or to fall. By this method the fap which iffues from the ftalk, 
diftils along the leaves, and is collected together ifthe earthen pot. 

The fecond methad of extracting the palm wine confifts in making a round 
hole under the head of the tree, inftead of cutting it; and in introducing into this 


* Palma altiffima, non {pinofa, fru@tu pruniformi minore, racemofo, fparfo. Sloan Jam. vol. ii. tab. ais. 
wor. VT. az wr ¥ 5 eet, 
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hole 4 few folded leaves, which ferve as a:gutter “or paflage to°convey- the liquor’ into 
the pot or veifel faftened to it. ; 

” ‘Thefe two methods are eafy to praétife in regard to the date-tree, as they only make 
ah incifion in the ftalk, which is not above five feet high. But when they are obliged 
to extract the wine from a very tall tree, as from the oily palm, there is a great deal 
more difficulty-in the operation, The negroes have an admirable way of doing ‘it. ~ 
They take a girth of the bark of baubinia, or of the leaves of a palmetto tree, dried 
in the fun, beaten and twifted, the breadth of thrice the thicknefs of one’s finger. At 
one end they make an oilet-hole, into which they put a little ftick faftened acrofs the 
other end, to ferve asabutton. ‘This girth muft be neither too pliant nor too ftiff, but 
fhould have’ a {ufficient elafticity to hinder it from giving way too much. It makes a 
fort of circle of two feet and a half diameter ; and, when ftretched by the man’s body 
and the tree, it becomes an oval, leaving the diftance of a foot and half between both. 
‘With this girth, they tie themfelves as it were fo the oily palm, and climb up at firft 
with their feet, then working with their hands and knees, till the part of the girth 
faftened to the tree becomes lower than that which fupports their reins and thighs, 
and ferves them as a feat to reft upon: then they draw near the tree, in order to raife 
the oppofite end, which is foon after brought down below the part that fuftains their 
reins, which have been raifed by working with the feet and knees. ‘The girth cannot 
flip, becaufe it is always very tight between the man and the trunk, and the latter 
ig moreover very rough. In this manner they fobn get to the top: there they fit. on 
their girth, and, enjoying the liberty of their arms, they firft cut the bottom of thofe 
fruits which they think are ripe; then faftening them to calabathes, they fill thefe with 
wine, and let them down by a cord: for they never forget, in going up, to carry 
with them a bandolier, containing every thing requifité for this kind of work ; fuch as 
a-cord, a knife, and empty calabafhes, to fupply the place of thofe which they have 
filled with liquor. - When they want to come down, they go a contrary way to work, 
to what they did in climbing up; that is, they lower the girth from time to time 
inftead of raifing it. Their quicknefs and refolution in this toilfome tafk, fhew plainly 
how fupple and dextrous they muft be: for it is never mentioned that any accident 
has happened them ; and they have nothing to fear but the breaking of the girth. 

This kind of vintage mutt coft the negroes very little trouble, fince their wine is 
fo cheap, that you have above forty pints upon the {pot for ten fous, and very often 
for half that price: It is not all made at the fame time, according to the cuftom of 
making wine of the juice of the grape in temperate countries. The trees furnith daily 
but a {mall quantity of this liquor ; and they are obliged to confume it dire€tly, becaule 
it foon grows four. The negroes do not drink it till twenty-four hours after it is 
drawn, that is, till it has fermented enough to ftimulate the palate agreeably. It is 
drinkable till the third day, but then it grows heady, and there is danger in being 
intoxicated with it. After that time it turns into bad vinegar, which foon contracts 
an abominable fmell. For my part, and it will be ever the fame with fuch as defire 
rather delicacy than ftrength in wine, I always obferved that it is delicious when new ; 
and the newer the better: I have drunk of it a hundred times out of the calabathes 
faftened to the trees, and I never found it better than immediately after it is firft 
extracted: then it -has every goodgquality; which cannot be expected twelve hours 
after. It has as fweet a tafte as is weit heightened oftentimes with a light tartnefs, 
extremely grateful to the palate. In fhort, the only fault we can reproach this liquor 
with, is that it will not keep for.exportation to our part of the world, where it would 
goo gg ee tT mat awn notwithtandine that. as 


ADANSON’S VOYAGE TO SENEGAL, &e. . - 643. 


pleafing as this wine may bey yet it has not the good qualities of the juice of the 
grape. In what condition foever it may be when you drink it, fweet or four, there 
1s always a corrofive quality in it; at-leaft I have reafon to pals this judgment upon its 
after having made it my only drink during the fifteen days that I ftaid at Ben. For, 
fo long as it continues {weet, it is not dangerous, whatever quantity you drink of it: 
and perhaps I was more affected with its corrofive quality, becaufe I had not been 
ufed to any fort of wine, : ; 
Among the prodigious multitude of paldettos with which the foreft of Krampfane 
abounded, I faw a great many fcarce trees and plants. There were two fpecies of 
tabernamontana, which I diftinguifhed by the beauty of their foliage, of a lively bright 
green: there was likewife a new fpecies of bignonia, remarkable: for the bulk of its 
flowers and the fingularity of its fruit, which hung like large cucumbers at the end 
of its branches. Near the village of Mbao, I found the pepper plant of Athiopia, 
that aromatic tree, which the’French who areiettled at Senegal diftinguith by the name 
of maniguette. ‘Towards the extremity of the foreft, I faw feveral fpecies of anonas of 
corofoliers, the largeft of which were in the-woods, the middling ones on the hills, and 
the fmalleft in the plains expofed to the fun, moft of them loaded with excellent fruit. 
Following. the fea-coaft from Mbao as far as Rufifk, which is a confiderable village two 
leagues and a half from thence, I walked on fands all covered with fophora*, and with 
the Guinea aloe t, of which the negroes in that neighbourhood make very. good ropes, 
not fo apt to rot in the water. _ . 
From the ifle of Goree to Rufifk they reckon three leagues in a direé&t line. This 
voyage I had made by fea:. but it is very difficult to land at the village, efpecially 
when the fea runs high, becaufe the coaftis low, and full of fharp rocks. ‘When you 
come to anchor oppofite the place, you have a moft agreeable profpect : the fituation, 
upon a hill planted with trees ; the little rivulet whofe brackih waters wind to the right, 
and form a.peninfula ; the foreft with perpetual verdure, rifing behind you in the form 
of an amphitheatre, conftituce altogether a moft delightful landfcape, hardly to be 
matched in any other part of the world. : 
The negroes hereabouts feem to me to be very induftrious : fome of them were bufy. 
in. beating the leaves of the Guinea aloe, to get out the hemp; others were twifting it, 
_ and making fifhing lines and nets ; others in fine were employed in framing bows and 
arrows forthe chace. After vifiting all the houfes in Rufitk, I was very much furprized 
upon. entering as it were into a fecond village : this was a clufter of huts not quite fo 
large as the others, covered with fand, and like fo many maufoleums or tombs ereéted 
over the dead bodies, that had been interred there, according to the cuftom eftablithed 
among the feveral clans of the Serera nation. 

Thad never as yet met with any attack from the negroes till the 4th of May, when 
walking along the fea-fide from Rufifk to Ben, which is above three leagues from thence, 
Iwas purfued by a Serera negro, who, rufhing out of the neighbouring woods, thor his 
poifoned arrows againft me and my negro fervant. I was above two hundred paces 
before him ; befides, 1 wasa very good walker, and ufed to thofe fatiguing fands, into 
which a perfon often finks up to the calf of his leg. I-therefore went on, but doubled 
my pace, without putting myfelf out of breath, or feeming to mind the menacing 

figns, by which he hoped to intimidate me and oblige me to ftop ; for I had another 
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- * Sophora tomentofa, foliis fubrotundis, Lina. Fi. Zeyl. 163. 4 
+ Aloe Guineenfis, radice- geniculata, foliis eviridi & atro undulatim variegatis. Comm.-hort. Amp. 
vol, ii. pag. 39. tab. 20. 
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telource fn my gun, fuppofe he had come within reach. Doubtlefs this was one of thole 
Seréva favagés, who are united under-the form of a petty republic within ten leagues 
fret thence ; and he was come out of his own country in queft of plander. Nothing 
eould have tempted him but my gun; and, had he been more alert and crafty, he would 
hot certainly have fpared my life to come. at it. “This manner of attacking is very com- 
mon with a race-of Moors called 2zounas, who follow no other profeffion than that 
of lying in ambufh behind a tree, either with a gun or a bow, in order to fhoot a perfon 
whom they want to rob of his arms. ‘The like accident had happened to me in my 
fecond voyage to Podor; but the Moor whom! efpied,. looked feveral times before he 
would attack me; and feemed greatly difconcerted, when he perceived that I was upon 
my guard, and aimed my piece at him. 

As foon as I was out of danger from the Serera favage, I had all the pleafure in 
the world in walking along a very white fhore, where the fea continually throws 
ap an infinite number of fhells. There I beheld two fpecies of what we call the concha 
Perfica*, which is the large{t upon the coaft: the fith it contains weighs fometimes five 
ér fix pounds, The negroes broil and preferve it for times of famine, when they have,re- 
edurfe to this meat, which is tough and infipid, yet a great relief in cafe of urgent want. 
There was alfo plenty of cockles +, and sonnest, and a vaft number of biva/vous thells, 
particularly what we call the concha mucronata §. 

As often as I went to the foreft of Krampfane, I took different and round-abou 
ways. Sometimes I directed my fteps along the fea-fide, and found the /partium |ft 
and the ketmia with leaves like thofe of a linden tree, on the banks of the marigot of 
Kann: I likewife met with the ximenia J, the rimbot, the fagara, and fome acacias 
or thorny plants upon hills. At other times I traverfed the fertile fields, which were 
filled with a {mall fpecies of anonas, and feveral of thofe citron trees, called fol] by the 
negroes, Their fruit refembles very much that of the manguier of India, and has both 
the figure and tafte of acitron. “There was no want of game in thofg parts : there was 
likewife a great number of antelopes, and of a {mall fpecies of hinds**, hardly as big as 
ahare. ‘The latter ftarted as it were, wherever I trod: one of my negroes happened 
twice to dart his haffagaye at them, and twice he hit his aim : he aflured me that he never 
courfed this animal any other way. The haflagaye is a kind of {pear feven or eight 
feet long, with a piece of iron at the end of it like a pike. This is the weapon which 
the negroes moft commonly ufe; and they dart it with their hand. My negro threw 
his with great force and dexterity ; and I learnt a few leffons of him, which gave me 
great pleafure. =. 

My time was divided among plants, animals, and fhells ; but the latter occupied me 

' as much as all the reft. TI availed myfelf of the opportunity of being in a country, 
where they arein great plenty. The rocks of Cape Bernard and Cape Manuel, oppofite 
the ifland of Goree, furnifhed me with a vaft number of very beautiful fhells, fuch as 
the purple fith, the largeft fpecies of ftar-fifh ; and feveral foft fithes, as fea hares, cute 
tle hth, and polypus. Among the fands of the creek of Ben, I met with fome cockles 


* See the natural hiftory of univalve fhells, fpecies 8. plate 3. fig. 1 and 2. 

+ Ibid. /pecies. g. plat. 4. fig. 5. Faved. 

} Abid. of conche operculate, fpecies 2. plat. 7. fig. 5. Tefan. 

§ Ibid. of bivalvous fhells, fpecies 6, plat.18. fig. 2. Koman. 

j] Spartium fcandens, citri foliis, floribifs aibis, ad nodos confertim nafcentibus. Plum. cat. P- 19. 
- ¥& Ximenia aculeata, florewillofo, fruGuluteo. Plum. /pec. pag. 6. 

** Cervus juveacus, perpufillue Guineenfis. Seba. vol. i. p. 70, tab, 43. fig. 1, 2, and 3. 
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and holsthuria. Sometimes I entered the water up-to my knees, to extract the thells 
hidden under the fand, while the negroes went further out to’ fifh. They are accuf- 
tomed to catch them in this fpot with thé haflagaye, wading through the water up to 
the waift, and oftentimes deeper. When they perceive the tunny, the capitaine, the fore 
mullet, or fome fuch large fith, they dart their haffagaye with a marvellous dexterity, 
and feldom mifs their aim. This bay fupplies them likewife with a multitude of mid- 
dling fifh, which they catch with nets. They fplit them in two, and lay them before 
the fun to dry, and then they fell them to the Moors ; thefe in exchange fupply them 
with millet, which is wanting in their country. 

Thefe fifhes procured me an obfervation, which would not perhaps have offered itfelf 
elfewhere. As the negroes leave them to dry on the top of their huts, the lions, tygers 
and wolves, which inceflantly roam in the neighbourhood, are frequently enticed, by 
the fight and fmell thereof, into the village: and then woe be to the children, or even 
to the men that are found abroad. One night a lion and a wolt happened to enter, 
both together, into the yard belonging to the hut where I Jay: they raifed alternately 
their fore feet up to the roof, which J could eafily hear them do, and they carried off 
their provifion. The next day we were certain, by the impreffion of their feet, which: 
was ftrongly marked in the fand, that they came together ; and we difcovered the place 
from whence they had taken the two fifhes; and no doubt but each of them feized his prey. 
This was very moderate for two fuch voracious animals ; but indeed they had not pitched 
upon the fmalleft. 1 know not whether this remark was ever made before, that the lion 
and the wolf prowl together : yet itis not an uncommon thing ; there are daily inftances. 
of it in thofe parts ; almoft every night the wolf is heard to howl clofe by the lion.. 
‘The fame thing I have obferved, myfelf, a hundred times, in my excurfions up the Niger;. 
and I am perfectly fure, that the wolf frequently affociates with the lion, without having 
any apprehenfion of danger. Not that the fize of the African wolf, which is much 
fuperior to that of the European, makes any impreffion on the lion; but the reafon is,. 
he is no way tempted by the wolf’s flefh. And what confirms me in this opinion, is, that 
T never obferved, that the two lions which were brought up in the village of Senegal,, 
ever attacked the dogs that were expofed to them, or that fell in their way, when they 
were unchained; whereas they darted inftantly upon the firft horfe, or the firft child 
they happened to meet. : 

A few days after this vifit from the lion.and the wolf, we received another from a: 
tigrefs, which came to the fame hut along with her young one, and likewife carried. 
off two fifhes. There need only thefe two inftances to fhew how lazy and indifferent 
are the negroes, in regard to tne damage thefe animals do them, and the danger to 
which their own perfons are continually expofed. When one afks them for what reafon 
they do not either chace away thofe animals, or withdraw their fifh at leaft in the 
night ; they are fatisfied with anfwering, that all the world mutt live, and that it would. 
be a greater flavery for them to lock up their fifh every night than to catch them.. 
And indeed we muft own that the fifhery on this coaft is carried on with amazing: 
facility. . = 

Their lands lie entirely uncultivated ; either, becaufe the fands are too ungrateful, 
or becaufe, being accuftomed to the fifhing trade, which cofts them lefs trouble, they 
negleé&t all agriculture, and rely on the Moors for every fort of neceflaries. Thele 
people were here at that time, and had brought their baggage and provifions with them, 
not loaded upon oxen and camels ; as I had feen before to the north of the Niger, but. 
only on affes, of which they had great plenty. With difficulty did I know this Sree 
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“he-bad do-fine a.coat and looked. fo. handfome ia-.cainparifon, to. -thofe.of Europe > 
which:I belicve neverthelefs would-make as good a figure, if the drudgery they are: 
Pei-to, did not greatly. contribute to deform them. Thg hair of the Moorith alles 
was. of-a fine bright. moufe colour, over which the black leather thong which. is, 
laid along’ their backs, and afterwards crofles over their fhoulders, has a very. good, 
effect. "Vhefe animals are fomewhat larger than ours, but they. have likewife fomething, 
in the make, of their heads, that diltinguifhes‘them from a horfe, and efpecially from, 
a Barbary horfe, which is the natural growth of the country,/ like themfelves, but of a, 
larger fize. : 2 

Thad fome time before fpent a few days among the negroes; but I never-made fuch 
a long ftay with them as at prefent by myfelf, and remote from any. communication. 
with my-‘own. countrymen. Then it was, that | had an opportunity of being perfe@lly. 
acquainted with their charaéter, cuftoms, and manner of living : I was even prefent, 
once at their ceremony of marriage; but this would make me digrefs too far from my; 
fubject ; I fhall only obferve that in general they are very humane and hofpitable. 

‘The ninth. of May, I returned from. Ben to Goree, from. whence I fet out the toth.. 
of the enfuing month for the ifland. of Senegal. Larrived the 15th at the bar, where 
I was obliged to wait for wind four whole days. ‘The reader may judge, what uneafi-. 
nefs I mufl have fuffered in a fmall veffel, toffed to and fro-by. the rolling billows. 
‘Lhere J had Icifure to confider the furprifing effe@ of the waves off the bar,. and ta 
direc my eye all round me, without perceiving any thing elfe but dazzling fands on. 
one fide, and the liquid main on the other. ‘True it is, that this famenefs of profpect. 
was varied a little, by feeing the pirogues of the negro fithermen, who bravely ven-. 
tured over the bar, to bring us provifions on board. ‘Though the fea runs very high 

. upon. the.coaft, yet there is a great deal of fifh in the road. Our failors catched abun. 
dance with their line, efpecially a fort of fea truth, which is very common in that fea, 
‘This fifh is very ready to bite; and, as foon as it has laid hold of the hook, it is plea-. 
fant.to fee what jerks and leaps it makes to,get free ; to fuch a degree, that it inverts: 
its ftomach, which you fee ifluing out of its mouth in the fhape of a carp’s. bladder :- 
thefe ftrugglings are alfo attended with a-hollow rumbling noife, which has given it the 
name of grondin, or grumbler, whereby it is known on this coaft. 

A wwelletly wind refcued me from this wretched fituation, and carried me over the - 
bar.to the ifland of-Senegal. the 2oth of June. I ftood in great need of repofe, after 
the fatigues I had undergone in my voyage, from which I fuffered much more than I. 
fiould have done from a long fit of ilineis. Every body knows, that the fea ficknefs 

-is.a kind of weaknefs or faintnefs, which canfeth a naufeoufnels and vomiting, more or. 
lets, according to the difference of conttitutions expofed to that element. Some people 
are never feized with it: others feel the effes of it but the firft day or two, and then 
it leaves behind it a certain dizzinefs: others are never feized with this diforder, except 
when the fea is very much agitated, and the motion of the thip becomes extremely 
violent ; others, in fhert, and of this number was J, are troubled with it the whole 
time they aie at fea, in fhort voyages even of two hours, as well as in Jong ones 5 in 
calms as well as in ftormy weather. Robuft and feeble conititutions are attacked with 
it all the fame: there are only fome particular habits of body, thofe of children for 
example, and perfons weakened by ficknefs, and a few others in health, that are 
exempt from it. But of the latter, why fome fhould be fubject to, and others free 
from this ilinels, is not yet known. The general utility that would refult from this 
Knowledge, which, in fo learned an age, might pals for a real difcovery, deferves the 
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atterition of the gentlemen of the faculty *,. who have occafion to perform a-voyage. by 
fea, or an opportunity of making thefe experiments. If once the:caufe of this malady 
were known, fome fafe prefervative might be found out,. which would render this 
element acceffible to ‘perfons, who, with abilities and the beft difpofition in the world 
for fea voyages, are often difcouraged merely by this obftruation. ; 

To fuch a degree had this complaint (which does not however meet with its due 
degree of pity) ruined and difordered my ftomach, that, upon my arrival at the ifland 
of Senegal, 1 faw no other way to re-eftablih my health, than. by fixing my abode 
there, and renouncing ail fea voyages, with a firm refolution not to go to fea. again, 
till my retum to France. Befides, .I had reafon to be fatisfied with the voyages Thad 
already made, as they had turned out fo greatly to the advancement of natural hiftory, 
fo far as it regards the fouthern parts of our fettlement: and the neighbourhood of the 
ifland of Senegal, and the Niger, was likely to furnith me with many obfervations in 
- phyfics and natural hiftory, which had efcaped me before. I ftaid therefore on this 
{pot fome years longer, during which time, befides thefe remarks, I had leifure to draw 
a few topographical charts, by which I defigned to fteer my courfe in my little voyages. 
In the fequel of this narrative, I fhall only take notice of the -moft remarkable occur 
rences in thofe excurfions in the neighbourhood of the ifland of Senegal. 

Thad been long defirous of making a vifit to the village of Kionk, which is in the 
Wood Ifland, within a league north of the ifland of Senegal. Thither at length I went 
the fourth of September in a fhallop; but I was not fortunate in my return, for, when 
we were in.the middle of the river, a violent eaft-witd arofe, which warned.us to 
make the. beft of our way to land, in order to avoid the impending ftorm. . And’ 
indeed, I had hardly croffed the point of the Wood I/fand, when the tempeft burtt. As 
it was impoffible for me to reach the fhore, make what hafte I would, and the danger 
was imminent, I-immediately made for the fand-bank, which joins this point to the 
ifland of Senegal. The negroes belonging to a pirogue, which had been alfo catched 
in the ftorm, leaped into the water up to their wait on this very fand-bank, and up- 
held it againft the violence of the waves, which had overwhelmed it in the beginning ; 
their example was followed by the fix negroes belonging to my fhallop, and by ten 
other men and women paffengers, who jumped imimediately into the water, and dividing 
themfelves all round the boat, fupported:it againft the raging elements. This was the 
fureft way to hinder it from being overfet; or thrown upon the bank, where it would 
have been infallibly broke to pieces ; and we had reafon to be afraid of one or other. 
‘of thofe accidents, the bed cf the Niger being confiderably widened in this {pot by tie 
junction of its two branches, which forma kind of lake, of fo fpacious an extent, as 
to be open on every fide to raving tempefts. ‘The prefent weather might really 
deferve that nome, the wind and rain being attended with flathes of lightning and loud 
claps of thunder. Notwithftanding that the negroes were fo careful as to uphold my 


* To ferve the gentlemen of the faculty, who may chance ta fet abaut an inquiry into the. caufe of this 
diforder, J fhall infert here a few more remarks which I have made’on this fubje&. 1. Thofe who were 
fick daring the whole voyage, the firt time they embarked on board a middling thip of 500 tons, did not _ 
feel a dizzinefs or head-ache, till after four hours were expired; the vomiting did not come on till the 
feventh hour, and continued the whole time of the voyage, which was two months. 2. -When I did not 
ftay long enough at fea to be troubled with a vomiting, it feized me an hour or two after I went on fhare, 
whether I had eaten or not amy landing. 3. It very rarely happens that a fea ficknefs produceth a fever; 
it only diforders the ftomach, without taking away the appetite. 4. I obferved that more.women by far 
than‘men, efcaped this illnefs ; and more of thofe who are fhort-fighted than otherwife. 5. Finally, I took, 
notice, that thofe who have been moit afflicted with this complaint at fea, have always much better health 
on fhore, than fuch as feemed. to be the moft vigorous and. hearty at fea, oe 
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‘boat, -yetthis did not hinder it from making-aJéot-and.a half of-water, partly with 
what ‘fell. from the heavens, and pasthy with the waves, which fometimes:inwrapped it 
in-the form of a fheet, in whioh-J was.alfo enveloped. Befides, I was wathed, .and, 
aas:it. were, {cowered by the sain, which the wind impelled againft me with the -utmott ‘ 
violence ; and it came'fo very quick upon me, as almoft to take away my breath, 
though I had thelrered-myfelf under one of the failor’s cloaks. Thus the boifterous 
elements drove my negroes and the boat.with fuch force, that I began to be afraid both 
-for them and for.myfelf. Yet they did not let .go their hoid ; their courage fupported 
them upwards of two hours, ahd preferved us from ruin. : 

This whirlwind began at three o’clock in the afternoon, but did natafford matter of 
-obfervation, till towards the end. The wind ceafing about five, gave us aa-opportunity 
‘to fteer to the north point of the ifland of Senegal. This was the neareft land, apd I 
‘wae in a hurry to reach it, in order to dry myfelf as foon as poflible ; for the boatwas 
‘till half full of water, notwithftanding the pains the ten paflengers had taken to empty 


“it, as fait as the waves broke over it, which was almoft every inftant. While we were 


advancing with our oars, there appeared a phenomenon, which I had never feen 
before:fo near 3 and I do not remember, that any writer has ever mentioned it. This 
‘was a kind of ball, like unto a column of fmoke,-that turned round upon itfelf; it 
-was from ten to twelve feet broad, and about two hundred-and fifty in height ; its bafe 
‘was upon the watet, and an ealterly wind was wafting it towards us. As foon as;the 
negroes faw it, they rowed as hard as they could to avoid it. They .were- better-ac- 
quainted than I with the danger to which we muft have been expofed,.had this whirl 
‘wind burft over us; its ufual effect being to ftifle thofe it envelopes, with heat, and 
fometimes to fet fome of their houfes on:fire; and they knew feveral inftances of 
people who had loft their lives by the like accident. They were fo fortunate as to 
jeave this dangerous phenomenon upwards of eighteen fathoms behind the fhallop; and 
they congratulated each other upon having fo luckily efcaped a torrent of fire, which 
by day-light appeared only as a thick fmoke. The heat thereof, though at the diftance of 
above a hundred feet, was very ftrong, fo as to make my clothes fmoke, though it had 
mot time to dry them. The atmofphere had then 25 degrees of heat; and I believe 
that the column of fmoke muft ar leaft have had fifty, to render the humidity fenfible 
to-us.“ It left- behind it a very ftrong f{mell, more nitrous than fulphureous, which 
annoyed us a long*ime, and the firft impreflion was made by a light ftimulation in 
e-noftrils. This occafioned fome.to fneeze, but in me it produced a heavinefs and 
ifficulty of refpiration. . 
In the month of March, in the year 1751, I began to take the plan of the neigh- 
‘bourhood of the ifland of Senegal. The eighth, I fet out in my pirogue; with ‘my 


*~ two cubalots, (the name ufually given to the negro fifhermen) intending to make a 


tour round the ifland of Sor by water, as I was well acquainted with the mland parts. 
I therefore went up the Niger, keeping cfofe along the ifland up to its northern point, 
in order to enter the marigot of Kantai, which wathes its eaftern fhore, and to trace 
its courfe. As foon as I entered it, I thought myfelf rather in a fifh-pond, than ina 
river from fifteen to twenty fathoms broad ; fo greatly did it abound with fith. It wasa 
-pleafure to fail along a ftream as tranfparent and fmooth as glafs, while the banks 
were planted: with very high mangroves, which afforded a-verdant fhade above the 
‘fpace of a league. The fith bounced‘ and leaped on every fide of us; but what was 
moft extraordinary, wherever we pafled, fome of them were continually leaping into 
‘the boat. The largeft, as the beft jumpers, paffed over us ; but almoft all the middling 
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examined into them, in order to difcover their caufe ; agd ¥ found, moft of them had 
received the impreffion of teeth-on fome parts of their bodiés ; from whence I cene 
eluded, that they had been purfued by the larger fifh that wanted to:prey upon them. 

* For two hours that I kept failing along this marigot, I reckoned two hundred and thirty 
fifhes called carpets*, which were catched in this manner without any other artifice. 
This was a moderate fifhing to my Negroes: as they were cuba/ots, that is, fifhermen. 
by trade, they did not feem to be much furprized at it’: nay, they told me, that when they 
fifhed for the large fifh with the line or rod, they let their pirogue go down; the cur- 
rent of thefe little rivers, and frequently depended more ‘on the fmall fifth that were 
taken in this manner, than on the chance of the large ones. 

Never had cormorants, duckers, and falcon-fithers, finer [port ; and indeed all the 
mangroves were covered with them, The falcon-fifher, which the Jaloffs call by the - 
name of nguiarkol, and the French by that of nanette, is a bird about the bignefs of 
a goofe, with brown feathers, except the head, neck, breaft, and tail, which are a 
beautiful white. It has a {trong hooked bilt like an eagle, with fharp talons, incurs 
vated in a femicircular form, which it ufes moft dexteroufly in fifhing. It generally 
perches on trees near the water ; where, as foon as it fees a fifh draw near the furface, 
it darts upon and feizes it with its talons, I killed one of them, which made my 
negroes look upon mie with a very bad eye; becaufe they fear and reverence this bird; 
they even carry their fuperftition fo far, as to place it among the number of their 
marabous, that is, of their priefts, whom they look upon as perfons facred and divine. 
Yet they were appeafed, when they faw, I had got them a fith of above four pounds, 
which this pretended marabou had carried to the bank of the river, in order to feaft uponits 

There happened to me another adventure, of much the fame nature, on the 2ad 
of April, at the village of Sor. I was fitting on a mat in the middle of a court yard, 
with the governor of the village, and his whole family; when a viper of the mif. 
chievous kind, after winding round the company, was drawing near to me. This 
familiarity I did not at all relifh ; and, to prevent any accident, I thought proper to 
kill it dire@tly, with a ftick I had in my hand. Inftantly, the whole company ftarting 
up, made loud outcries, as if I had committed murder; and they all flew away, fo 
that the place was foon deferted. As the affair grew ferious, and the report thereof 
was fpread over the village, I laid hold of this opportunity, now that I was by myfelf, 
to put’ the viper into my handkerchief, and to hide it in my waifteoat pocket. “This 
was the beft method to make fure of this animal, which is fo difficult to be had in th 
country ; and at the fame time the way to calm their minds, by removing it out 6 
fight. I was not very fafe upon that fpot; and, perhaps they would have done me 
fome mifchief ; but the mafter of the village, a man of good fenfe, in whofe houfe 
this whole affair had paffed, foon refle&ted that both his honour and intereft called upon 
him to quiet the tumult, and to filence the report. This he did effectually by means 
of his authority as governor ; though his prudent condud, and his chara@er as marabou, 
were of no fmall affiftance to him. This fpecimen fhews how zealoufly the negroes 
are attached to their religion, and to their fuperititious obfervances. They dv not look 
upon ferpents as deities, yet they refpect them enough not to kill them : they let them 
grow and multiply in their huts, though thefe animals frequently eat their chickens, 
and dare to lie, as it were, with themfelves. True it is, they feldom hurt any body ;- 
they mutt be either -attacked, or wounded, or trod upon, before they will be pro- 
voked to bite. ; : 


® A fort of fi like a carp, but shorter. 
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‘The-4eh of May, I fell down the: Nigory-in-orden ita, vile the tharizet of Del; 
which is not very far from its mouth. “The' wind was favourable ; and my negroes; 
to-avoid the trouble of rowing, put up their fail. A pirogue only thirty feet in length 
could not want a very large fail; and indeed they were not much at a lofs to find one: 
A negro ereted a pole of about ten feet, in the fore part of the'boat, and then fet anather 
{mall one acrofs the top of it, whereon he hung his paan. Thefe paans are very ufeful: their 
fhape is fuch, that you may occafionally make them ferve for a fail, a fheet, a bed covering, 
a cloak, a petticoat, or a fafh. I cannot compare the figure of this {ail to any thing better 
than that of a banner or ftandard, with the two lower ends faftened to each fide of 
the pirogue. The negro who was upon the poop, fteered with his paddle; while the 
other managed the fail, and turned it to the wind. With this feeble aid, I advanced 
near two leagues in lefs than an hour’s time, and arrived at the entrance of the matigot 
ef Del. Juit where it difcharges itfelf into the Niger, it is topped up by a bar of fand, 
where the river is fometimes fo rough, when a north wind blows, as to hinder «the 
large pirogues from entering. . a4 people concerted their matters fo well, that they 
got over the difficulty, and, after conducting me through all the windings of the 
marigot, they landed me at the village of Del, which was built on the extremity of a 
bank of hells, that extended near a league to the northward. It appeared remarkable, 
that this bank was entirely bare to the furface, and that all the hells were of one 
fpecies of oyfters, which had heretofore lived on the mangroves -of the neighbouring 
marigots, in the fame manner as I had obferved of thefe in the river Gambia. rm 

The fea had brought into the Niger a prodigious quantity of fea poumons and veletter, 
which upon my return I had leifure to fee acre on the water. The former of 
thofe fithes are known in this country by the name of Flemith caps, and the latter; by 
that of galeres*. Nothing can bear a nearer refemblance to a bladder filled with air, 
and painted a beautiful red, than the body. of the galerz. You can hardly diftinguith 
any other part of it than a fringe upon the back, and eight fillets under the belly, 
that defcend downwards, to ferve, as it were, for a ballaft to the bladder which fleats 
above,water, and is tofled to and fro by the winds. This animal, though unthapen and 
almoft without any fenfible motion, is cauftic to fuch a degree, that, whtn you touch 
it, you immediately feel a pain as if you were burnt. I took one into my hand to 
makt a trial, and held it till I began to feel its effect: this appeared externally by a 
little rednefs, followed by a pricking and,an inflammation, which did not ceafe till four 

“hours after. The pain was communicated to all the tender parts of the body, as to 
the face, and efpecially to the eye-brows, by a very flender contaét of the hand inflamed. 
The remarks I had made for fome years, with great attention, and with particular 
views, in regard to the heats of the country, appeared to me important enough tobe 
enlarged, ‘in fuch a manner as to render them {ufceptible of comparifon. I refolved 
therefore to obferve, during the hotteft days in the year, the degrees marked iby 
M. de Reaumur’s thermometer, when expofed to the open air; and thofe which a 
fecond inftrument of the like nature would mark, during the fame time, in the fands 
expofed.tc the fun. M. Andrict, who, befides being extremely well {killed in natural 
philofophy, is a very accurate obferver, was of great affiftance to me on this occafign ; 
for he was fo good as to be at equal trouble with me, whenever I wanted a perfon, to 
make experiments in one place correfpondent to thofe I was performing in another. 
Such was the tribute we mutually paid to the friendfhip, which had fo clofely ‘united us 
ever fince our youth. : . 


* Urtica marina foluta purpurea, oblonga, cisthis longiflimig, Sloan. Jam, Vol.1, pag. 7. Tab. 4. Fig. 5. 
Se my DT watnkat 


ADANSON’S: VOYAGE’ TO BENECAD; Bes , &yr 


"4! pitehed' upon the 4th of July, to make one of thofe ihiportant obfervations ‘on” 
the ifland of Senegal. ‘The fun was then diftant from our‘zenith,-no more than feven- 
degrees north, fo that“it might’ Be lodked upon as vertical towards noon-day. The 
Savanna which extends ‘weft of: the’ fort St. Lewis, like a great plain, level with the 
neighbouring fea;:and ‘expofed to ‘the winds ‘on all fides, efpecially to: the weft, which 
blew that day, ‘afforded me the bett place I eouild defire for my purpofe, becaufe it‘has 
no fhelter.Avlittle fand-hill about four feet high, that ftood very conveniently in the 
middle’of the plain, was the {pot on which I fet an‘exad thermometer before the fun, 
fixing'the ball in the fand. 1 placed it towards ten o’clock in ‘the morning, and there 
it ftaid till three in the afternoon. During this whole time, I obferved the degrees of 
afcenfion in the liquor of the thermometer every five minutes. M. Andrict kept an 
account thereof, under a fmall fhed. of ftraw, whither I retired from time to time, to 
fkreen myfelf fromthe rays of the fun, which made my head very dizzy. He flaid to 
watch this inftrument, and to make his oblervations, while I went to the fort, in order 
to confult another thermometer, which I held continually fufpended in the open:air, 
in the fhade eighteen feet from :the- ground, to avoid the reflection of heat. This 
marked 30 degrees for the heat of the open air, in the coldeft expofition of the ifland, 
while the other marked the heat of the fand at Go degrees3. [ had put three eggs 
into the ground, and covered them with fand, where I left them about three hours, 
in order to know for certain what effect this heat would produce upon them: I per- 
ceived they were not hard, but the white ftuck’a little round the fhell ; and they were 
fit for eating : accordingly we dined upon them, and found them very good. There is 
reafon to believe that, if the tube of ‘the thermometer had been long enough to give. 
more room for the liquor ‘to play, it would have afcended a great deal higher than 60 
degrees 3, as I perceived afterwards, upon repeating :thefe obfervations with other 
thermometers graduated up to boiling water. I fhall not defcant any further on thefe 
experiments ; it will fuffice at prefent to have only hinted at them, as T intend to enter 
into a more minute detail, in my treatife of obfervations on natural hiftory. 

‘The ninth of September, there arofe in the night a violent eaft wind, which. brought 
on a very hélvy rain, attended with fuch quick flathes of lightning, that they feemed 
to be one continued corufcation. ‘The thunder burft at the fame time in two: different 
places in the ifland of Senegal ; one was the mait of a veffel; the other the hofpitals ” 
within two hundred fathoms of one another on the fame bank of the Niger, That 
which fell on the hofpital, did no other harm than breaking two weather-cocks on the 
fame pavillion, knocking a few tiles off the top of the houfe, fplitting feveral of the 
rafters, and berfting three ftones on the floor, where it {pent itfelf on the lime, without 
hurting any of the fick that were very near. There was fomething more remarkable 
in what happened to the maft of the fhip, which was about forty feet high, and 
done all over with pitch and tar. The thunder furrowed it two inches deep, but un- 
equally, from one end to the other, without touching the iron work, the tackling, or 
any: of the pitched cordage with which it was furrounded ; and it {pent itfelf on the 
quarter-deck, which was covered with a large tarpawling of thick canvafs, alfo done 
over with pitch’'and tar. It feems as if the rofin broke the violence of the ‘thunder, 
and diverted it another way. It is well known, that the outfides of thofe veflels are 
awell fecured with pitch and tar, fo that their external furface may be confidered: as 
one continued lay of rofin, A negro, who had been entrufted with the care of the 
fhip that night, having laid himfelf down to fleep in the back cabin, felt a fudden 
thock, of which there remained very ftrong impreffions the next day, in every part of 


his body. I leave it to philofophers, curious about this fort of phenomena, :to juege 
et ae ost wehetrer 
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whether there can be a greater analogy. between the ordinary. effetts. of: eleGtricity, and 
thofe produced on this occafion by. thunder... - : 

The waters of the Niger were fo fwelled with this ftorm of rain, and ruthed on with 
fuch precipitation, that they loofened, four or five leagues from thence, a little flip of land 
which floated along with the ftream. ‘The next morning it was feen like another Delos, 
following the current of the Niger, and fteering its. courfe towards the fea. Its agree. 
able verdure, and the beautiful difpofition of the trees with which it was covered, gave 
it the air ofan enchanted ifland, and raifed a defire in the inhabitants of Senegal to get 
it into their poffeffion. Immediately a boat was fent, and overtook it; the failors faftened’ 
feveral ropes to the trees, and obliged it, in fpite of all the refiftance it could make, to 
join. the fands of Senegal. The whole village flocked to fee this curious fpeétacle ; 
never had they beheld fo delightful an ifland: they all feemed eager to go upon it, but 
were afraid*of its roots, which they took for ferpents. I meafured it, and found it but 
four fathous diameter : it was round, and bore only a fpinous fhrub ten feet high, to. 
which the negroes give the name of bil/eur*. Its roots were extremely clofe and inter- 
twilted one within the other : they held but very. little clay together, which the water 
could not wafh away. ,The wood of this plant is a vaft deal lighter than cork: the 
inhabitants of the country make ufe of it in fifhing, when they want to {wim over the 
river, where it happens to be too broad. 

The negroes are all excellent {wimmers; and nothing can be a ftronger proof of this, 
than the intrepidity, with which they expofe themfelves on the bar. The twenty-fifth of 
the fame month, I was on the fea thore, buficd in obferving the height of the equi- 
nottial ides, when a French veffel arrived oppofite to the fort of Senegal. The thip’s 
boat advanced towards the bar; and there -waited till fomebody from fhore came to 
fee what difpatches it brought. The negro, who was ufed to this bufinefs, jumped 
into the water to fetch the letters, though there was a greater fwell than ufual, becaufe 
the tides rofe toa higher pitch, To behold the violent agitation of the fea, the billows 
rifing above ten feet, and then falling like fo many theets of water, with prodigious neife 
and weight, one would never imagine that he could poffibly furmount them: yet he 
pafied them all, riding upon the backs of fome, and plunging under oth&s, where he 
feemed to be.buried, till at length he happily got on fhore, with the difpatches come 
mitted to his care. Neither is the fea the obje@ moft to be dreaded’ during this paffage 5 
there are fuch terrible requiens on the bar, that they oftentimes devour the divers. No 
doubt but it was owing to fome accident of this kind, that a negro difappeared this very 
month, and was never more heard of. 

‘The next day we catched a fith in the river, that has very little relation to any of 
the known inhabitants of the liquid element. Its body is round, witiout fcales, and 
fmooth as aneel, but much thicker in proportion to its length. The negroes call it 

- ouaniear, and the French trembleur, or quaker, from the effect it produces, which is not 
a numbnefs like that arifing from the cramp-fith, buta yery painful trembling in the limbs 

" of thofe who tcuch it. This effect did not appear to differ fenfibly from the ele€trical 
motion ofthe Leyden experiment, which I had felt feveral times: and it is communicated. 
in the fame manner by fimple contaét, with a {tick or iron rod five or fix feet long 5 
fo as to make you inftantly drop whatever you hold in your hand. I have trict this 
experiment feveral times, as well as that of eating of this fifh, which, though very well 
talted, is not equally proper for all conflitutions. 

_ The ifland ot Senegal, as I have feveral times obferved, is no more than a naked 
fand-bank, which produces but a few herbs, and whofe infufficient and improper te 
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feed the Company’s flocks. This has obliged them to-lovk-out for a-place, where the 
cattle might find pafture, and fecurity againft the depredations-of ‘the Moors and the: 
negroes. Thefe advantages are in forne meafure found on a pretty large ifland, called 
Griel, within two leagues. north of Senegal. The conveniency of getting to this place 
by means of a {malt river of the fame name, and the agreeable defcription I had heard 
of it, induced'meto take a trip thither for a few days. I fet out the 2d of O€ober, 
by the fame canal which is parallel to the principal branch of the Niger, and feparated. 
all along from the fea, only by a narrow neck of fand, about a hundred fathoms at 
moft in breadth. It was covered with pelicans, or wide-throats, which moved with 
great ftate, like fwans upon the water. Without doubt, thefe are the largeft birds in 
the country, next to the oftrich. I killed one, whofe wings, meafuring from one end 
tothe other, were above ten feet wide. Its bill was upwards of a foot and a half long ; 
and the bag, faftened underneath, held near two and twenty pints of water. This bagis. . 
not only for fithing ; butis like a kind of cafting-‘net, which nature bath given thofe birds, 
to facilitate the means of providing for their wants. It could not be given to: any 
animal that knows. Kow to make better ufe of it, for they may be faid to fifth in per~ 
feftion. ‘They generally fwim in flocks in deep water, and form at firft a large circle, 
bur contrast it afterwards, by drawing near to one another gradually, in order to bring 
the fith along with them, which the motion of their feet has confined within that {pace 5 
and as foon as they fee a fufficient number of them together, they plunge their bill wide 
open into the water, and fhut it again as quick as a fifherman cafts and draws his net. 
In order to empty their bag of the water with which it is filled, they only lean their 
bill on one fide, and open it gently ; then the water runs out, and leaves the fifhes.dry,. 
which they eat very quietly on fhore. ‘ ae 

When we were within a quarter of a league of the ifland of Griel, we thought we 
faw a beautiful avenue of trees, which prefents itfelf fideways: their fymmetry would 
even make one imagine, that they were planted on purpofe to form a delightful vifta s. 
yet they were only calabathes, fown by the hands of nature, and eafily known by their 
make and fize. Except thefe trees, of which there is a great number on this point, and 
a few mangréves, there are hardly any others on the ifland. The meadow is on this: 
fame fide, on a red fand-hiil, which is fown here and there with a few fhrubs, and 
efpecially with tithymals, whofe white flowers are agreeably intermixed with the lively 
colours of the fuperb lily* by which they are topped. The reft of the ifland is a fmooths 
even.plain, the greateft part of which is laid under water during the rainy feafon = 
it is uncovered in the winter by draining the waters into a {mall rivulet, which feems to- 
form a little ifle in the larger ifland of Griel. This part balances the good qualities of 
the other; for it produces only two forts of plantst, of which the cattle do not feem 
to be very fond. 

After pafling the rivulet that feparates thelittleifte from the larger ifland of Griel, I found. 
towards the north the village ot Dounn ona reddifh fand, the ground fomewhat higher 
and furprizingly fruitful, Proceeding ftill further north, I came to the village of Nguiago, 
from whence I perceived, at the diftance of a league to the right, the village cf Torkrod, 
which is feparated from thence all the way by a morafs. As this morafs is full of water and. 
reeds, it abounds with aquatic birds, fuch as curlews, woodcocks, teals, and wild 
ducks. The latter are of a fmall fize, and a little different from our European 
wild duck: there is fuch plenty or them in this neighbourhoed, as to cover 
a very large tract of ground: they fhew themfelves by thoufands, and you kill 
them, as it were, by thoufands. It is not uncommon to fee thirty of them 
drop at one fhot, and oftentimes twice the number. True it is, that thele 
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tucky fliots~are referved for the negroes! for'befides:their'being very geod markfmen 

" and. their making ufe only of thofe large fowling-pieces called buccaneers, and aiming 
at.thofe birds only upon level ground and in large plains, they have {till another advan- 
tage over Europeans: they can draw near the game by means of the colour of . their 
bodies, which, being black from head to foot, are confounded with the verdure of the 
field; whereas the white face of the Europeans, or the fmalleft bit of a fleeve or neck- 
cloth, is perceived afar off by thofe birds, and the leaft noife in the world frightens 
them away, before you come within reach of them. 

The negroes of this neighbourhood are obliged to lie on very high beds, in order 
to be fheltered from the mufketoes, of which there are great fwarms, efpecially in this 
month. Thefe beds are from five to fix feet fquare, and confift of a double texture of 
flicks laid very clofe together, and fupported by four pofts, which are raifed eight or nine 
feet from the ground. ‘They mount this kind of platform by ftep-ladders, faftened to 
two of the pofts perpendicularly over one another. This fituation is far from being 
convenient ; for it is very difficult to afcend thofe ladders, moft of them being out of 
order by frequent mounting ; and one’s foot is apt to flip towards that fide which they 
incline to: yet the negroes climb them with great eafe. Atfun-fet, the mufketoes iffue 
forth in fwarms, and then the negroes betake themfelves to their platform. There they 
fup and fmoke, and chat for a great part of the night, after which they fleep till day 
in the open air. Ihad never ufed the precaution to take a tent with me; fo that I 
lay with them and in their manner, that is, almoft naked, the great heat not permitting 
me ta wear any fort of garment. The mufketoes indeed were not fo troublefome here 
as under cover ; {till they fucked a good deal of blood, and every morning I had my 
face disfigured with pimples. This, however, did not hinderene from paffing my nights 
very agreeably. ; 

Befides the amufement I received from the fables, dialogues, and witty ftories, with 
which the negroes entertained each other alternately, according to their cuftom; I 
was ravifhed with beholding a fky ever blue and ferene, and befpangled with ftars 
that fhone forth with the brighteft luftre. [Raifed on this platform as on a {mall 
obfervatory, open on all fides, I could eafily accompany thofe luminaries with my eye 
in their common revolution from eaft to weft. Oftentimes, I did not lofe fight of the 
upper edge of the difk of the fun and of the larger ftars, till they plunged under the 
horizon of the ocean : and it was not uncommon for me, to pay the fame attendance 
upon fome.ftars, much below the fecond magnitude; though they could not be dif- 
cerned after their rife, till towards the third or fourth degree of their afcenfion above the 
horizon, by reafon of the vapours, which are more frequent upon land. 

The negroes likewife pointed to me a confiderable number of the ftars, that fornt 
the chief conftellations, as Leo, Scorpio, Aquile, Pegafus, Orion, Sirius, Procyon, 
Spica, Canopus, befides molt of the planets, wherewith they were well acquainted. Nay, 
they went fo far, as to diftinguith the fcintillations of the ftars, which at that time 
began to be vifible to the eyé. It is amazing, that fuch a rude and illiterate people 
fhould recfon fo pertinently in regard to thofe heavenly bodies; for there is no man+ 
ner of doubt but that, with proper infiruments and a good will, they would become 
excellent aftronomers; by reafon that they live in a climate that enjoys a clear fky, 
almoft the year round; and, as they {pend their time out of doors, they have all man- 
ner of conveniencies for examining, every moment, into what paffes in the ftarry 
regions. : : 

eA few days after my return to the ifland of Senegal, the north part of the village 
was burnt downto the ground. The reader may eafily imagine what havock the flames, 
efpeciatly when fanned by a very ftrong north-eaft wind, muft have made among a 
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parcel-of {traw huts, that ftood extremely clofe to each other,’ and had been dried! by 
the heat of the fun. In vain did the marabous climb on the'top of the cottages,-and * 
fpit.into the blaze; in vain did they mumble over their prayers, and aé a thoufand 
ridiculous mummeries ; not one of the huts, over which they performed thofe charms, 
efcaped :, neither'was the fury of the flames affuaged, till the inhabitants, finding the 
inutility of thofe fuperftitious incantations, beftirred themfelves with all their might, in 
throwing water and fand to extinguifh the fire, ‘The day following, they endeavoured to 
repair their lofs ; new cottages were raifed on the fame fpot ; and in a few days there were 
no veltiges remaining of the damage done by this conflagration, So common are thefe 
accidents in this country, that l remember fome years, wherein nota month, nay fome+ 
times not above a week or a fortnight elapfed, witout one hut or another taking fire : 
and fometimes it fpreads with fuch fury, that in the fpace of five years, one half of 
the village of Senegal, extending very near four hundred fathoms, was twice burnt 
down to the ground, in lefs than four and twenty hours. The caufe of thefe misfortunes 
is frequently unknown, for they commonly happen in the day-time, during. the moft 
{corching heats ofthe fun ; and the negroes are fo ufed to them, that they feldom lofs 
either their lives or effeéts, fo that they expect them continually, without living under 
any great apprehenfion. 

The ifland of Sor is divided into two unequal parts by a {mall marigot, the mouth of 
which is oppofite to the fort on the ifland of Senegal. I entered it the firft time, in my 
piroguegthe 8th of December. This rivulet is fo narrow, that the branches of the 
mangroves on each fide join together, and form a kind of ifle or covered alley, which 
extends almoft a quarter of aleague in length. I paid dearly for the fervice thofe trees. 
did me, in fheltering me from the heat of the fun; for in an inftant I was attacked bi 
a prodigious {warm of mufketoes, and large flies *, whofe {tings are as painful as thofe 
of bees. My negroes, being naked, fuffered infinitely more than I; their bodies were 
covered with thefe infe€ts infuch a manner, that they made feveral rows clofé upon one 
another. I really believe fuch a fpectacle was never feen before ; and that all thefe 
ftingings drained them of as much blood, as they would have loft by a copious bleed- 
ing. ‘This canal muft have been the great thoroughfare for the mufketoes coming from 
the bottom of the wood, which feems to be the general magazine of the country, from 
whence they iffue out in fwarms, and fpread themfelves among the villages and other 
places inhabited by man or beatt. 

Were it not for the above inconveniency, this rivulet would be the fineft place in the 
world for a trip on the water. The breadth of it is from two to four fathoms; with as. 
many, and fometimes more in depth. It is frequented by a great number of birds, 
alt excelling each other in beauty; and efpecially by feveral {pecies of the king-fifher, 
whofe plumage is agreeably depiéted with variety of the moft lively colours. There 
you hear alfoa continual warbling of birds, with repeated echoes from the many trunks 
of trees, with which the banks are lined. ‘The two extremities thereof are ftopped up 
with a fhoal, which admits,of none but pirogues to enter: yet taking the opportunity 
of the tide, thallops might be fent up it by the marigot of Kantai, to cut dovn a confi- 
derable quantity of mangroves, moft of which are from twelve to fiftgen inches in dia~ 
meter, and might be of excellent ufe for timber to build houfes. The bank at the eaft 
end of the rivulet is a flimy fand, which is bare at low water. When I paffed that way, 
half a dozen crocodiles lay {tretched out before the fun, immoveable, like fo many pieces: 
of log-wood, on the ground. Whenever the negroes come near this place, they are fure- 
to find thefe animals here ; and thence it is that they call this rivulet the marigat of the: 
diafiks, which, in their language, fignifies the rivulet of the crocodiles. 
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To the right of this fhoal, I entered the marigot of Kantai, where the “negroes were 
- at that time very bufy in fifhing for the lamantin, or fea-cow. This fith, which has 
‘been mentioned by all voyagers, and which many have defcribed without being well ac- 
quainted with it, and which probably gave rife to the fable of the mermaids, deferves fo 
particular a defcription, that I thall be excufed from faying any thing more about it in 
this compendious narrative. There does not pais a year in which the negro inhabi- 
tants of this neighbourhood, who have referved the fifhery to themfelves, exclufive of 
all others, do not catch half a dozen, the greateft part of which they fell to the fort of 
Senegal. It is caught only in December and January, which are the moft favourable 
months. The flefh of it is fine eating ; being of the colour of veal or pork, and in tafte 
partaking of both; but it feldom is fo tender. 

Afcending the Niger, as we came out of the marigots of Kantai and Guaira, I faw 
along the coaft of Barbary the feveral gutters, which the fea had made the day before 
by dathing with fuch violence againft the fands. It was ftill high enough to pour its 
‘waters into the river ; and what is very remarkable, in regard to this effect of a {welling 
fea, is, its having appeared feveral years fucceflively during the winter folftice, and not 
in the equinoxes, as if the tides were f{tronger in that feafon of the year than in this. 

Notwithftanding that I made all the hafte I could, yet Idid not get back to the point 
of the ifland of Senegal till fix in the evening; and when I reached the fort, it was 
night. For in thofe countries, where the nights-and days are almoft equal the year 
round, they have but very little twilight, and there is not the difference of aquarter 
of an hour between fun-fet and darknefs: fo that, as foon as it is ten or fifteet degrees 
‘below the horizon, an opake gloom fpreads itfelf over the furface of the earth, and it 
is then as dark as midnight. « 

Pleafed with what I had learned by a conftant navigation for feveral months fucceffively 
in all the {mall rivers of the neighbourhood of the ifle of Sor, I was not willing to lofe 
the opportunity of feeing their method of tillage, which was to be in the beginning of 
the month of June the next year, in that ifland. Karly in the morning, the 8th of 
June, all the inhabitants attended the lord of the village into the field, finging and 
dancing as on a great feftival : fome carried their tabor and pipe ; others had no other 
tool or inftrument than a fmall fpade helved with a ftick, which was bent in the middle, 
and long enough to prevent their being obliged to ftoop to work. After they had all 
danced a few minutes on the very fpot, the latter, without interrupting the cadence, 
began to throw up the ground with their fpades, in order to root out the weeds. 
During this operation they accorded fo well with the found and meafure of the inftru- 

“ments in their motions and finging, that you would have concluded all ihofe hufband- 
men to be profeffed dancers and fingers. It was pleafing to fee how they toffed their 
arms and legs, and into what contorfions they threw themfelves with a2 air of content, 
according as the found of the tabor was more or lefs quick, and as the guiriots gave 
more life to their finging. They were not to leave off working till night; in two days 
they were to refume their work again: and then their tafk confifts in digging with the 
fame fpad* a few holes, into which they throw afew grains of millet, over which 
they immediately fpread the earth with their feet. When this is done, they rely upon 
the rains for every thing elfe, and they are excufed from all kind of labour till harveft 
time. Their /ougans, for fuch is the name they have given to their ploughed lands, are . 
generally inclofed with a hedge of thorns, or a kind of tithymallus, or herb fpurge, which 
is never very large, nor tall. ‘The bark of it is fo white as to render it: remarkable 
above all other trees. It grows very faft after the manner of all foft wood, and when 
cut, it fheds a large quantity of white thick liquor like milk, which flows in great 
abundance. 

‘When 


ADANSON’S VOYAGE ‘To’ SENEGAL, &c. 637 


When thefe hufbandmen were fet about their work, I left them to go a fhooting as 
far as the village of Sornguiann, which is within a fmall half-league of Sor, or Sor- 
baba.- I killed fome woodpeckers, partridges, larks, and a few geefe. The geefe of 
this country, which the negroes call Ait, have nothing pleafing in the colour of their 
feathers ; but they are remarkable for a large bunch on their head, crowned with feveral 
caruncles, which ferve for an ornament. Their fhoulders, juft on the fpot where the 
infleGtion of the wing is made, are alfo armed with a horn likea prickle, near an inch 
in length: and they ufe it very dexteroufly again{t birds of prey that want to attack 
them. 

My courfing was greatly improved by the difcovery I made, keeping along the bank 
of the neighbouring marigot of Sor-baba. There were freth traces impreffed in the 
fand, which 1 eafily found to have been made by a crocodile : this excited mv curiofity : 
I wanted to follow the fcent, in order to find out this animal ; but after feeking for it 
in vain, Icame toa place about fifty paces diftant from the rivulet, where the fand 
feemed to have been difturbed. My negroes judged that this might be the place where 
the crocodile layed its eggs; and they were not miftaken: for, after digging about 
half afoot, they found thirty eggs, which they carried away, intending to make good 
cheer with them. ‘They were hardly larger than goofe eggs, but caft a fmall fcent of 
muik, which would doubtlefs have been very agreeable to thofe who like that fmell. 

Thad been now upwards of three years in the country without having had any op- 
portunity of feeing the /ime-kiln. This isa place fo called from the lime made of fhells, 
of which there is prodigious plenty in that neighbourhood. As it is on the bank of a 
{mall river which communicates with the Niger, the paflage to it, from the ifland of 
Senegal, is eafy by water. "1 arrived there the 2oth of Auguft, on board a veffel which 
was going to load with lime. ‘This is one of the moft delicious countries upon earth, 
being diverfified with large plains, agreeable valleys, excellent pafturage at all times 
for black and for fmall cattle, and with little rivers, the banks of which are covered 
with mangroves and other trees in perpetual verdure. The chief of thofe rivers bears 
the name of the /ime-marigot : it is large, and very full of fith, abounding efpecially with 
fine eels, carp, and macheirans. The latter is very good fith, and extremely fat; but it 
is dangerous while alive, being armed on the two fins of each fide, and on that of the 
back, with a very fharp dart, wherewith it wounds thofe who attempt to catch it. 
Thefe wounds are venomous, and difficult to cure. 

Going athore on the fouth fide of this marigot, I found myfelf on-a bank of thells, 
where a number of lime-kilns had been dug very near the fea-fide. ‘This bank, though 
bare pf earth, was covered with a very thick wood ; there were even fome calabafh-trees 
of above three feet diameter. I kept walking among the fhells as far as the village 
called Montel, which is more than half a league from thence fouthward ; and I came 
back another way, in order to difcover the breadth of it, What diverted me moft in 
in this expedition was, to fee the manner in which one of my negroes killed a crocodile 
feven feet long. Having {pied this animal afleep among brambles, at the foot of a tree 
that grew near the bank ofa river, ht approached fo foftly as not to awake him; and then 
ftruck him very dexteroufly with his knife in that part of the neck where there are no 
bones nor feales, and pierced him nearly quite through. The animal, mortally 
wounded, and curling himfelf, though with fome difficulty, hit the negro on the legs 
with the end of his tail; and fuch was the violence of the blow, that he laid him flac 
upon the ground. The latter, without letting go his hold, rofe up again immediately ; 
and, that he might have nothing to fear from the crocodile’s devouring jaw, he en- 
wrapped it with a paan, while his comrade held the tail, and I got upon his body in 
order to k&p himdown, Then the negro drew out his knife again, and cut fe 
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head quite clean from the body." This expedition was'foon over. . “The negroes did all 
they could to drag the body of the crocodile-as far as the veffel, for it was too heavy. 
for them to carry ; but finding their endeavours ineffetual, they got it into a boat in 
order to put it on board. . By this exploit my negro acquired high applaulfe from all 
the /aptots of the veffel, and from the neighbouring inhabitants, who had been long ac- 
quainted with his dexterity in hunting the crocodile. ‘They did honour to their prey 3 
‘for that very evening they ate feveral flices of it. - Itafted fome, which to me did not 
‘appear to have fo ftrong a {cent of mutk, as it is generally faid to have, and I found it 
tolerable good eating. : 
‘The day following I made an excurfion on the other fide the /ime-marigot, and was 
- not a little furprifed to find a great number of hills of red fand upwards of thirty feet 
high. The * néous, the * dethars, and feveral other fruit-trees, gave undoubted proofs 
of the fecundity of this foil: I faw cameleons on every fhrub; and when they were 
touched, they changed from a green colour into black. They had fine fport: at 
that time in hunting of grafshoppers, with which the earth was in fome meafuré 
covered ; for it is a miftake to imagine that this animal does not eat. Let not its meagre 
hody impofe on us: as many as'I fourid, had their ftomachs-filled with butterflies, and 
efpecially with grafshoppers ; which fhews that they do not faft fo rigidly as the vulgar 
formerly imagined : but this is not the only error from which they ought to be fet free. 
To return to the banks of oyfter-fhells which cover the lime-fields upwards of half a 
league ; the negroes have alfo their prejudices. Some of them tell us, that this bank 
was the work of monkeys in former ages; and that thele animals, being then more 
numerous than they are at prefent, ate up thofe oyfters. Others will have them to be 
the fhells of oyfters which their forefathers {moak-dried, as"they themfelves ufed todo. 
not a great many years ago, when the mangroves of this river furnifhed them with 
wood, as thofe of the river Gambia do to this very day. The French, who have exa- 
* mined thefe banks, and heard the reafonings of the negroes in regard to their formation, 
are of the latter opinion. ut even were we to grant both thefespoints, ‘till they will 
be puzzled to account how thefe fhells fhould be arranged thus inthe regular manner 
we find them, without any intermixture. Befides, the quantity of oyfters that could 
be fhelled and dried in a day, is fo very {mall in comparifon to the immenfe heap of 
fhells in queftion, and would fuppofe fuch a feries of ages to form this bank, that the 
thing lofeth all probability in the fupputation, Without having recourfe to fuch pre- 
carious proofs, in-order to explain in what manner this and fuch other heaps of fhells 
have been formed,.we have only to reflect on what paffeth in the river Gambia, where 
the oyfters confiderably multiply on the roots of mangroves, and in feveral parts have 
formed many high banks of thells : and we fhall have reafon to believe, that thefe {pots . 
were formerly the beds of rivers, where the oyfters alfo lived on mangroves ; that thefe 
beds fucceffively changed place, and that the fea retiring left thefe banks bare, and 
upon a level, eight or ten feet above its furface, 

The 23d I returned to the ifland of Senegal in my pirogue: though it was very 
light and fottering, yet I chofe rather to make ufe of it, than to wait for the con- 
veniency of the veffel that had brought me from thence. My negroes ftrove who 
fhould fwim the fafteft, and re-conduéted me, in lefs than two.hours, two leagues and 
a half, which is the diftance from the lime-kiln to the ifland of Senegal. Notwithftand- 
“ing the roughnefs of ‘the water, and a ftrong guft of wind which blew from the eaft 
as we got out of the marigot ; yet not a fingle wave broke in upon us, nor did we 
perceive the leaft fprinkling, becaufe we were fheltered under the mangroves. The 
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_wind was ‘now quite down, and thefe were only a few large waves here and there 
when’ a pirogue put off to crofs the river : the pirogue was fmatt, and had three men in 
it; two of them rowed with a paddle, during which exercife they fung a kind of fong, 
the burden of which I heard at a great diftance, and it was not difagreeable. The 
negro, who fteered with his paddle, was probably in the fault; or elfe he who was 
employed in the middle to empty the water which entered the pirogue, muft have 
inclined too much on one fide, and deftrayed its equilibrium ; or, whatever other caufe 
it might be, the boat overfer, with the negroes in it, Though they were very attive 
fellows, they had all the difficulty in the wotld to fet it right again; yet, at length, by 
puthing it backwards and forwards, and ftill continuing to fwim, they emptied the water 
out of it, and got into igonce more: In any other circumftance it would have been a 
diverfion to fee their manner of a¢ting, as well as the dexterity and flrength with which 
they extricated themfelves out of danger ; and it may be faid, that they fucceeded 
extremely well. ‘This accident is not uncommon; but as they. are all excellent 
fwimmers, there is no inftance that any of them ever perifhed. . 

Towards the middle of the next month, I had a prefent made me of a young: fer- 
pent of the gigantic fpecies. This prefent gave me great pleafure, becaufe it was the . 
firft of the kind that I had feen; and I have {till preferved the fkin of it entire in my 
cabinet. It had been lately caught in the marigot of the ifland of Senegal, and was yet 
quite alive. The length of it was three feet and fomewhat more: its colour was a 
yellow livid ground, with a large blackifh band all along its back, on which were 
fcattered a few yellow irregular fpots. There was a gloflinels over its whole body, 
which gave it a fmooth polifh as if it was varnifhed. Its head was neither flat nor 
triangular like that of a viper, but round and fomewhat long. This ferpent, {mall as 
it was, gave me a fufficient idea to diftinguifh it from all the other fpecies ; yet it was 
only an imperfect reprefentation of the large ones, of which I fhould never have - 
formed an adequate notion, if a little while after they had not brought me, at different 
times, two of a middling fize, the largeft of which was twenty-two feet and a few inches 
long, and eight inches broad. The colour of its fkin was a dark grey, with a few 
yellowifh lines not very apparent ; the fkin, ftretched out, was from five-and-twenty to 
fix-and-twenty inches broad. They left it with me entire, with a flice of its flefh, the 
remainder of which was to ferve as a regale for feveral days, to the perfon who caught 
it, together with the reft of the village. The head, which was ftill to it, was of the 
fame fize as that of a crocodile from five to fix feet; its teeth were upwards of half 
an inch long, ftrong and fharp ; and its throat was more than wide enough to fwallow 
a hare, or even a pretty large dog, without having any occafion to chew it. 

By feeing thofe two ferpents, which, according to the teftimony of my negroes and 

- of all thofe who had beheld great numbers of them, were but of an indifferent fize, 

I had no longer the leaft room to doubt of the truth of what I had heard a thoufand 

times in that country, and which I had always looked upon as a fable. Even the 

negroes themfelves, to whom I was indebted for thefe, affured me, that I had feen 
nothing extraordinary, and that it was not unufual to meet with. fome, within a few 
leagues eaft of the ifland of Senegal, as large and as long as the matt of a common thip. 

‘The people of Biffao told me, they had feen fome in their country, that were a great 

deal longer than mafts. It was not difficult for me to judge, by comparing their accounts 

to the ferpents I had before me, that the largeft of that {pecies, upon a juit computation, 
mutt be from forty to fifty feet long, and from one foot to one and a half broad. 
The manner in which this animal feeks his prey, is not lefs extraordinary than his 
enormous fize. He lurks in moraffes and places not fax from the water. His tail is. 
. 4AP2 curled 
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curled two.or three rounds of a circle, which-inelgdeia circumference from five to fix é 
feet didmétéf, over which he ‘reats his “head-with’ part of his bady.. In: this attitude, 

. and_as it were immoveable, he throws his eyes all round, and when he perceives an 
animal within reach, he darts upon it by means of the circumvolutions of his tail, which 
have the fame effect as a ftrong fpring. If the animal he has {eized is too large to be 
{wallowed up entire, (as for inftance, an ox, an antelope, or a. large African ram), after 
giving it a few bites with his deftrudtive teeth, he crufhes and breaks its bones, either 
by fqueezing it with a few twifts, or-by preffing it with the weight of his whole body, 

- which he flides over it; then he takes it fp again into his ‘mouth, and covers it with a 
frothy {pittle, to render it more eafy to-fwallow without chewing; for he has this in 
common with a great many more ferpents and lizards, which never chew their food, 
but fwallow it up entire. + 

This moniter, terrible as he may feem by his fize and ftrength, does -not make the 
ravage that one would naturally imagine. He is eafily difcovered, by reafor of his . 
voluminous fize, from whence arifeth the fecurity of animals weaker than himfelf. 
His body, writhed in fpiral curls, appears at a great diftance like the brink of a 
well; and ‘this is warning enough to travellers, and even to the cattle themfelves, 
to turn another way. We never hear that he attacks the human fpecies; at leaft, 
examples of this fort are very rare. Befides, the hunting of large animals, fuch as 
horfes, oxen, ftags, and other the like quadrupeds, whofe fafety depends upon their 
legs, is not very agreeable to him, either becaufe he finds it too troublefome? or it is 
not fo fure, or their flefh is not agreeable to his palate. He is much. better. pleafed 
with devouring other leffer ferpents, lizards, and efpecially toads and locufts, which 
feem to rife in clouds in this country, only to fatisfy his all-devouring jaws.. Upon the 

' whole, it may be faid of thefe ferpents, that they do more good than harm, fince they 
cleanfe the earth of an innumerable number of noxious infedis and reptiles, which would 
otherwife oblige the inhabitants to defert thofe fruitful countries, where they are now 
fettled; fothat it is the intereft of. the negroes, to fufter thofe monfters to live 
unmolefted. : ‘ 

But to refume the thread of my narration: The neceflity I was under of returning 
ten times to the fame places, and in different feafons, gave me an opportunity, the rath 
of the month of O&tober, of difcovering a thing which was very remote from my 
thoughts.  Crofling, at leaft the twentieth time, the Wood Ifland, in order to reach 
the village of Kionk, I perceived feveral {mall fifhes in moraffes formed by rain-water. 
‘They were all of the fame fpecies; and, by their lively red, I knew them to be the 
leffer kind of roacies, The rains had fubfided, and the water was beginning to dry 
up in thofe ponds; a fure fign that the fifh were not long-lived. They muft have 
died very foon, for I faw the ground two days after, when the waters were dried up. *« 
One would imagine, that the fpecies was loft for ever in regard to that particular {pot ; 
but, far from it, the next year new ones appeared, entirely like thofe of the preceding 
years. Here is a fa& the more worthy of notice, as it does not appear by what means 
the fith could be conveyed to that place; for, on the one hand, the ponds, though 
deep, have no communiéation with the waters of the Niger, which is about three hun- 
dred fathoms from'thencés and befides, this fpecies of fifh is unknown to that river: 
fo that it cannot be fuppofed, that any of the aquatic birds fhould bring away the eggs. 
Surely nobody will pretend to fay, that the roaches lay their eggs every year in the 
bottom of thofe ponds, where they are preferved during the nine months of drought, 
till the return of the rain; becaufe the fame difficulty would {till fubfift in regard to the 
‘origin of the firft. It would be at leaft equally abfurd to imagine, that their feeds were 
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‘conveyed to other places by vapours, which, as they fell down, fcattered them here and 

there into different bafons. ~— “ : hears ss, 
«. Fftopped on this morafs no longer than was neceffary to crofs it, becatufe it‘was very: 
late. Thence I proceeded'te a fine country, where, in the midft of a prodigious quantity 
of uncommon plants, the mart ceylanicus * diftinguithed itfelf, as well by its agreeable 
flavour, as by the whitenels of its flowers. I arrived at Kionk juft as the-night came 
on, .which’ the mufketoes made me pals very difagreeably. Notwithftanding all thé 
precautions which the governor of the village had taken to fcreen me from their pur- 
fuits, by making me lodge in one of his own huts, newly plaiftered with mud and 
cow-dung, and filling it all night with fmokés {till there entered a fufficient number’ 
of thofe noifome infe&s to drive me almoft mad. This, together with the ftink of 
the dung and the {moke, infupportable to any other of the human fpecies but negroes, 
obliged me to decamp. I ran 4ll over the village from hut to hut, to look for better 
quarters. Wherever I entered, I found the beds all full: without regard to fex, ‘age, 
Kindred, or condition, they all lay promifcuoufly fide by fide, fometimes five or fix, 
and even‘eight in the fame bed, naked as they came out of their mother’s womb. But 
what furprized me the moft was, the profound quiet with which they flept in the 
midft of fo thick a fmoke, that one would imagine it muft have fuffocated them. 
In fliort, after rambling about a good deal, I had no other refource left, than to lay 
myfelf down in the open air on two mats, extended between two fires; and even 
here, the mufketoes made me 'pay very dear for a few moments-of reft. 

‘With impatience I waited for day; and as foon as it began to peep, the lod of the. 
village, defirous of diverting me with a walk, conduéted me into his gardens. The 
whole neighbourhood was very agreeable ; the fallow grounds formed large meadows, 
checkered with mangroves and calabafh-trees, which made a delightful landfcape. At 
that time the {mall millet, which the negroes live upon, and which in their language 
they call dougoup-nioul*, thewed its golden ears. The grain was almoft ripe, and drew 
an infinite number of birds, that made a vaft havock. In order to fcare them away, 
the inhabitants had croffed their Jougans with a great number of threads, to which 
they hung fhells, bones, and other fuch bodies, that are apt to make a noife upon. 
the leaft collifion. The whole was to be put in motion by four cords, which were 
ftretched to four corners of the field, where juft as many. women or children kept ~ 
watch upon fheds or covered platforms, from feven to eight feet high, and each of 
them drew a cord, .as foon as they faw the birds come near. Befides this noife, they. 
made. a loud hallooing, and kept clapping their hands. ‘This watch was ¢o continue 
till the millet was fit to cut; yet in {pite of all their care and vigilance, they were 
often deceived by the feathered plunderers. Small dengalis, black and red fparrows, 
and other pretty birds, which change their colour once‘a year, and which the French call 
Jenegalis, flocked thither every morning in vaft numbers. But the moft terrible fcourge of 
all was a large fpecies. of yellow and black fparrows, clouds of which fell like foil upon 
the grain ; and when they had {pread defolation in one quarter, they flew to another. 
Let their flay be never fo fhort, and very often before the negroes had tithe to put 
their fcare-crow in motion, thefe birds did irreparable mifchief. I have read in fome 
relation, that the Aigyptians have no other remedy; but either they’ muit fow more 
grain, or the deftruétive fparrows muft be lefs numerous in their country, fince we do 

not hear that they occafion famines fo frequently as among our negroes. 


* Narciffus ceylanicus, flore albo hexagono odorate. Com. Hort. Amf. vol. 1. page7s. tab. 39. 
+ Panicum Indicum, fpica longifima. C. B. Pin. pag. 27. 
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- Near :thofe fields of millet there were lougans of . cotton, indigo, tobacco, water , 
melons, French-beans, and other legumes. Each, of them was inclofed with a hedge 
. of brambles, with which was entwined a fpecies of wild cucumber, known in the 
country by the name of moi-moi*. This plant was loaded with a {mall fruit, which is 
of a fine coral red when it comes to full maturity ; and fome of it had been plundered 
by the ferpents, lizards, and birds. My people perceiving the fruit, gathered a good 
deal of it, which they prefented to me, atter tafting of it themfelves. I had known 
it a long time; and had feen the people of the country eat of it often’; nay I had 
feveral times eat as many as a dozen, to quench my thirft in the violent heats, without 
ever feelirig any bad confequence, or the leaft inconveniency : but that day I thought 
proper to eat a much larger quantity of it. I dined towards noon with a very good 
appetite ; and I likewife fupped without feeling any bad fymptom. It was not till nine 
o’clock that this fruit began to operate, when I was fuddenly feized with a fuffocating, 
or ftoppage of breath ; afterwards it worked me as violently as any emetic I ever took 
in my life; and this operation lafted near eight hours. One of my negroes, who was 
twenty years of age, and who had eaten more plentifully of this fruit than I, was feized - 
. in like manner towards midnight ; but did not get off fo cheap. This emetic continued 


* to'work him above four and twenty hours, with fuch violence, that he did not know 


whereabouts he was all the time; and it had Jike to have coft him his life. Had fuch 
an experiment been made on purpofe, I do not think a more favourable fuccefs could _ 
be expected from it: and what is moft remarkable, each fuffered in proportion to the 
quantity “he had eaten of this fruit ; but it had no effect at all on him who eat only . 
a dozen; and even he who fuffered moft by it, was as well two days after, as if he 
had not been ill at all. 

Tired with going through fo may hardfbips at Kionk, I returned to the ifland of 
Senegal, where I arrived time enough to be prefent at the feaft of the tabafee. The 
Mahometans, of the fect of Sina-Ali, founded this feaft to commemorate the nativity 
of their prophet : it falls yearly towards the middle of the O&ober moon; and this 
year it was celebrated the 18th. The whole day was fpent in feafting and merriment, 
during which time the Saint, in whofe honour the feftival had been inftituted, feemed 
to be very remofe from their thoughts. It ended with a general dance in the /evana, 
-over-againft the forts, whither people of all ages’ and fexes repaired. ‘The ball was 
opened at four in the afternoon, with tabor and pipe and vocal mufic. The young 
people, in their gzyelt array, difplayed their feveral abilities in this kind of diverfion. 
‘When they, had tired themfelves for two hours, in dancing according to the manner 
of the country, that is, in poftures and movements the molt indecent, and moft oppofite 
to our ideas of modefty and fhame, the fcene varied: they made a large circle, to give 
place to lords and perions cf diftin@ion, who were mounted on hories magnificently 
caparifoned. Nothing could be more entertaining than to fee thofe proud courfers, 
forgetting their mettle and fire, and conforming to the intent of the feftival : they 
railed their feet and touched the grouud lightly and in cadence; all the movements of 
their bodies exa@ly accorded with the found of the inftruments; in a word, their 
geftures bore a pertect refemblance to a moft regular dance. The feflival feemed to 
be intended for them only, fo greatly were they affected with it, and fo fenfible of 
applaufe. Ido not think there can be a nobler fight than that of horfes trained to 
this exercife, and efpecially of fuch fine beautiful creatures as our Arabian horfes of 
Senegal. The horfemen themfelves greatly added to thofe fports; for they managed 


* Bryonia folio angulofo acuto glabro. Burm. Thé/. Zeyl. pag. 48. tab. 19. fig. 1. h 
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‘thelr hotffes; and made them imitate whatever they pléaféd, feigning. by their geftire. 

and attitude, fometimes.a combat, aud other-times a juftlirig, a chace, or datice. The 
fpectators, wrapped in admiration, were difpleafed at the too‘rapid approach of - 
night, which put an end to amufements, where nought was heard but joy, feftivity, 
and mirth. . : . } : - 

A journey. overland from the ifland of Senegal to Ja Chaux, or the lime-kiln, was 
likely to give me a further knowledge of a country, that had pleafed me fo greatly 
at my firft viGt. I undertook it the 4th of November: my pirogue carried me a 
leagué and.a quarter by water, as far as the port of Galel, where J went athore, 
intending to walk to the village of the fame fame, about five hundred fathoms froti 
the river fide. The way was over barren fands, and that day was remarkable for orie * 
of the fultrieft eaft winds that.had beer‘ ever felt in this feafon: but the heat I endured 
in travelling over thofe fands was nothing, when compared to what 1 fuffered in the 
road to the lime-kiln. e oo ee uf 

I had now a long league to reach that place. In fetting out I went over a fandy 
difagreeable plain, where, among other fpinous fhrubs that are fond of a very dry foil, : 
I met with what the Jallofs call. the niotoutt : it has a good deal of that refinous gum, 
known by the name of ddellium ; and its branches ferve for a /okiou, that is, for a 
tooth-picker to the women of the country. Though the fun had not yet reached the 
meridian, the fands were all on fire; and my fhoes were foon cracked and burnt-with 
the fcorching heat. At any other time I fhould have moiftened thofe burning fands 
cwith drops of fweat ; but the eaft wind is naturally fo parching, that, notwithftanding 
the violent heat’ of the air ‘and the fun, my tkin was dried up, before the fweat-had 
time to fhew itfelf. I had violent prickings over all my body; and the blood often- 
times opened ‘itfelf a paflage through my pores, which the fweat could’ not pervade. 
My négroes were no longer of a black complexion, but as red as copper: they were 
tormented with thirft, the infeparable companion of parching heat, which obliged 
them to hang out their tongues, in order to breathe more freely. I was as thirfty as © 
they ; and I may venture. to affirm, that this is one of the greateft miferies a perfon 
is expofed to in thefe fcorching plains, where there is not a drop of water to be had, 
No doubt but it would have been very great relief to us, almoft perifhing with thirft, 
and broiled in the fun: but the inhabitants of that country are not like thofe of more 
temperate climates; they keep no refervoirs of water on the high roads for the 
accommodation of travellers. - . - 

After having walked an hour over thofe fands, expofed to the fcorching rays. of 
the fun, I came to a dry meadow, full of thick rufhes, from three to four feet high, 
which greatly tried my patience. What little water there was, I found it faltith, 
ftagnated, and fpoilt by crabs. Never did I behold fuch a fight of thofe animals as 
on this very fpot: fome were red, others dark grey, with fuch prodigious claws, that 
they could eafily fpan my Jeg, without fqueezing it. In fine, this continued foreft 
of rufhes (for I met with nothing elfe for the fpace of half a league) brought me as far 
as the lime-bank, : i <3 

I was fo tired that I wanted to reft myfelf: for which reafon I ftaid here fome 
‘time, and dined under the trees, with a few provifions and a water-melon, which I 
had brought with me from Galel. This is a very wholefome fruit, efpecially after 
rePaft ; and I have often eat fot my own defert, from five to fix pounds of it, without 
any inconveniency or furfeit, though I had made a hearty dinner. While I was feated 
under thofe trees, I heard the parakites and parrots over my: head; and fome of the 
1 dla oP Abanide Bil isi ths xb telly dhibe Wess esting... Apannen aah “6 mw feat. 
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In the mean time my negroes, who had fuffered greatly by the exceflive heat, were 
rubbing their foreheads with live toads, a few ofewhich they found under’ the briars : 
this is their ufual remedy, when they are affli&ted with a megrim or dizzinefs; and 
it gave them relief. I fuffered as much from the fame complaint as they, and fhould 
readily have followed their example: but the want of being ufed to thofe animals, 
together with an almoft invincible repugnance, which I look upon as natural to 
every body that has not been accuftomed to handle them, hindered me from having 
recourfe to this innocent and wholefome remedy. 

I came back the fame way I went to the lime-kiln, for there is no other. In ‘the 
méadow [killed a famant *, and a buftard of a different {pecies from the European : 
it differs in the colour of its feathers, which are generally of adark grey ; its neck is 
alfo very lopg ; and, like the lark, it has a kind of tuft on the back part of its head, 
The French in that country call it a flying-oftrich: whether this name fuits it or not, 
this is not a-fit place to examine ; it may be faid, however, that the above bird refembles 
an oftrich in many refpeéts. 

It was very late when I paffed within fight of Galel ; and the negroes had fet fire to 
the herbs and brambles, as well to render the country paffable, as to prepare it for being 
fown the next year. Thus the heat of noéturnal fire fucceeded to that of the fun ; and 
I walked by the light thereof as far as the port, where I embarked for the ifland of 
Senegal, There Tarrived fo fatigued and exhaufted, which was alfo the cafe with my 
negroes, that I do not think I ever ftood more in need of repofe in my whole life. 

In this and every expedition I made fince the month of June, ‘my principal view was 
to acquire fome knowledge of the plantations of indigo. I was curious to know what 
‘quantity and quality the negroes fow in the neighbourhood of the ifland of Senegal, 
beeaufe I had a mind to repeat fome experiments, which I had imparted in proper time 
to the Eaft-India Company. Thofe people do not take much pains to drawthe die out 
of this plant: they are fatisfied with gathering the leaves at any time of the year, 
with pounding them in a mortar to reduce them to a pafte, and with making 
them up into loaves, in order to preferve them dry. When they want to make 
ufe of them, they diffolve them in akind of lye, made of the afhes of an un@uous 
plant which grows in their fields, and by them is called rheme +. This diffolution im. 
bibes a tincture of the indigo, into which they dip their linen cold, as often as they 
think neceflary, according to the deepnels of the colour, 

Iknow what fympathy there is between the cacrelats and indigo ; but, as often as I 
happened to: leave a bundle of this plant in my room in the night time, I was fure to 
find fome hundreds of thofe infeéts lodged in it the next day; and it feemed as if the 
were all got together. They are as troublefome as they are common in the ifland of 
Senegal. Though they are {carce an inch thick, they do an incredible deal of mifchief. 
They gnaw linen, fheets, wood, paper, books, and, in fhort, whatever comes in their 
way: they attack even the aloes, the bitternefs of which keeps off all other infeéts. 
They are likewife very difagreeable by the ftench that comes from their bodies; and 
they are moft horrid enemies to the perfons with whom they take up their quarters 5 
for they never ftir out till night, then they hover round the room, and miake as great 
a noile as if there was a large cage full of birds. In ‘hort the cacrelat muliplies fo faft, 
that it would be a moft dangerous infect, had it not a great number of enemies, 

Thofe it has the moft reafon to be afraid of, are the fpider and the fourd: ‘the 
latter is a {pecies of lizard, faid to be venomous, and as lickerifh after the cacrelat as . 
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the fpider.. They both refide in bed-chambers as well as that infeét, and are at 
continual war with it; which fecures te tranquillity of thofe with whom they havé once 
taken up their quarters. ‘The hedge-hog likewife perfecutes it: that of Senegal differs 
from the European in fize only: it paffes, like the latter, fome part of the low feafon, 
that is, of the cold and dry feafon, in a fpecies of lethargy, during which it abftains from 
nourifhment, rarely going abroad in fearch of any; but it knows very well how to ° 
repair this lofs in the {ummer nights. I kept one for above three years in my chamber, 
where it did me immenfe fervice, by freeing me from fpiders, cacrelats, fourds, ants, and 
other infeGts, with which the room had been infefted. ‘The hedge-hog is exceedingy: 
good eating, and very tender, efpecially if you take it about the time when it begins 
to enter into its lethargic fleep. 

Another inconveniency, efpecially during the winter or low feafon, are the fand-fleas, 
which are fo called becaufe they lodge in the fand of inhabited huts. Thefe are fo 
full of them, that as foon as you fet foot therein, they cover you all over; and they 
are fo very fall, that you can perceive them only by their numbers. They do not 
bite hard ; yet, when there are great multitudes of them, they produce an itching or fting- 
ing-almoft intolerable. What is moft extraordinary in this infect, it never leaps or jumps 
higher than three or four inches: fo that, when a perfon takes careto keep himfelf half 
a foot above ground, he is fure there is nothing to fear from that quarter. 

This, I believe, is the proper place, fince I am upon the article of Senegal, to take 
notice alfo of fome of its advantages. Though the heats of this climate are exceflive, 
to fuch a degree, that their winter is much warmer than our fummer in France, yet 
they are fupportable. One is accuftomed to them by degrees; becaufe the air if every 
day refrefhed with fea and land breezes, which blow alternately. The way therefore 
fora perfon to cool himfelt, is to catch the fanning breezes, or to take fhelter within 
doors, when there is a thorough air, and the windows are made of fine linen. 

It is to thefe heats that they are partly indebted for the fertility of their lands. The 
fands of this ifland are converted into gardens of corifiderable produce. Independently 
of the legumes and fruits of the country, fuch as the Guinea g/ille, batates, ananas, 
guavas, and fome others, they likewife plant, in the winter feafon, moft of the European 
herbs and legumes. ‘The fig-tree, the pornegranate, and the vine, are loaded every 
year with excellent fruit. ‘With a little labour and care, there is no fruit nor grain 
but would grow there in great plenty: they might raife whatever they want, and 
generally all the neceffaries of life. In fhort, the toil of the ifland of Senegal, notwith- 
ftanding its being fo fandy, is yet fo very fruitful, that a great many pzants yield feveral 
times a year. his Ifaw mylelf, in a garden which I kept on purpofe for fuch experi-* 
ments: and what without all manner of doubt will appear very furprifing, is, my 
having fown particular legumes of which I had above twelve crops the fame year. But 
this curious detail I refer to another work. : 

There is not perhaps a country in the world where poultry are more common, 
They breed turkeys, Guinea-hens, geefe, ducks, and a prodigious number of fowls, 
Their pigeons are in admirable perfection ; and their hogs multiply very faft.. There 
is alfo plenty of fith, and efpecially in the Niger, where you may catch carps with your 
hand. This rivers, befides the lamantin or fea-cow, abounds in captains, * mullets, 
furmullets, foles, rays, and other excellent fith : it hasalfo plenty of crabs and lobfters. 
Moft of thefe fith come from the fea : and it is faid, that when they are caught in the river 


* A fith fo called, becaufe it is very red, and its fins refemble a feather: it is very like a carp, but larger. - 
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it improves them ; becaufe the mixture of the frefh with the falt water makes them 
more delicate and tender. _ To all thefe advantages we may add the pleafure of fporting; 
for this ifland is furnifhed with little moor-hens, with larks, thrufhes, fea-partridges, 
and yellow wag-tails, or, to exprefs myfelf better, the ortolans of the country: thefe 
are {mall lumps of-fat, exceedingly well tafted. 

The only thing wanting in the ifland of Senegal, are walks ; for they fay it is too 
fmall, and too naked. They might, without doubt, have umbrageous avenues for the 
fake ofa fhady walk, were they to plant calabafh-trees, and the like, which delight in 
@moift fands: but of what ufe would it be, to make a harbour for the mufketoes, that 
is, for a greater plague than the moft exceflive heats? Of what fervice would thofe 
avenues be in a country, where the time of walking is not till fun-fet? Ought they 
to regret” this lofs, when they have gardens enamelled with perpetual verdure, which 
every day prefent the eye with new decorations, where fuch a multitude of flowers, as 
agreeable by their fragrant odours as by the variety of their colours, fhoot up almoft with- 
our care or culture ? There you fee, fweet bafil of all fizes and ¢olours, tuberofes, daffo- 
dills, afphodel-lilies ; among which thenight-fhade, the African pink, the amaranth, and 
pomegranates in bloffom, produce an excellent effect. ‘Fhe blue and gilt lizards, with 
butterflies and other infe€ts, all equally beautiful, delight in coming hither to mix their 
different colours, and to diverfify that famenefs which one fees in moft gardens. 

Thatl taken a plan of the Wood Ifland, as well as of that of Griel, the lime-kiln, the 
iflands of Sor, Bokos, and -feveral others ; and nothing further remained for me than 
to ad@ the point of Barbary and the falt-pans to it: then I fhould have a complete map 
of the neighbourhood of the ifland of Senegal, from the village of Mouitt to the mouth 
of the Niger, as far as the village of Torkhod, feven leagues to the north. The 
defire I had of finifhing a work already far advanced, and which had coft me fuch a 
deal of trouble, and fo many excurfions over the burning fands, induced me to under- 
take an expedition to the falt-pans. I therefore embarked the 15th of June, 1753, on 
board a veffel that was going to trade there for falt. As it was well equipped, and 
the wind proved favourable, we foon got beyond the Englifh ifland, which is only a 
flip of marfhy land, a hundred fathems in diameter, covered with reeds and almoft 
impenetrable mangroves. We paffed the ifle of Bokos with the fame quicknefs ; amd 
as foon as we came acrofs the fouth point of the marigot of Del, I went on fhore in 
order to fathom the neighbouring parts, while the veffel continued its courfe to the 
place where it was to anchor. 

‘Walking over the fands of this point, I met with fuch a multitude of ‘ferpents, that 
they feemed to grow wherever I trod : fortunately for me they were neither large nor 
venomous, being hardly fo big as one’s little finger; fo that their bite could not be 
dangerous. ‘Thefe fands brought me to the falt-pans, which were two-thirds of a 
league from the marigot ; they are a kind of morafs, from two to three hundred fathoms 
long, and one third broad, filled with a falt water extremely fharp. It is fo impreg- 
nated w'th falt, as to yield one third of its quantity, and rather more; and, when con- 
gealed, it covers the bottom with a thick iolid cruft. The negroes enter up to the 
Knee, and oftentimes deeper, into this water, which may be faid almoft to boil with 
the heat of the fun. ‘They are provided with ftakes of hard wood, with which they 
break the falt ; and afterwards they carry it to the river fide, where the French traffick 
with them. ‘This falt is generally fo white as to dazzle the eye: fome of it is alfo of 
a carnation colour : but it has always a bitter fharpnels, difagreeable tothe tafte ; and it 
is this corrofive quality, that renders it not fo proper for falting of frefh meat and fith. 

oUt 5 One 
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One would imagine, that thefe falt moraffes have fome communication with the fea. 
1 had been of this opinion, before I vifited the fpot; but then I perceived the impoffi- 
bility of it. “They are feparated from the Niger by a neck of land, of above five hun. 
dred fathoms, where a chain of fand-hills rifeth, which neither the waters of the river, 
nor even thofe of the fea, when moft tempeftuous, do ever reach. The furvey I took 
of this ground that day, convinced me further, that the bottom of this morafs is higher 
than the furface of the river: whence I concluded, that we muft trace the origin of this 
falt, which is every year produced in fuch abundance, up to fome other caufe than the 
actual communication of the fea-water. - 

‘When I had examined the falt-pans, and finifhed all my furveying, I went to thé 
trading place called by the name of Piquet, where the exchange of goods was to be ’ 
made, and oppofite to which the veffel had anchored. The agent for this bufinefs 
had already caufed a tent to be pitched upon the fhore, and fome huts to be built of 
leaves of trees, under which we were to lie. The negro lord, mafter of the falt- 
pans, otherwife called korom-affiu, or kram-affou, having notice of his arrival, came to 
pay him a vifit. He feemed to be about forty ; was large, and well made: his coms 
plexion was not a deep black, but with a little tin€ture of red: he had a noble air,” 
thopgh not handfome ; a quick conception, an eafy carriage, and a foft agreeable tone 
of voice: he explained himfelf very well, and with gravity. After half an hour’s con- 
werfation, when he had agreed with the agent, he conduéted us a quarter of a league 
off to the village of Guebenn, of which he was ehdeet There he received us very 
civilly, and even with a politenefs which one could hardly have expetted from a man. , 
of his colour. He gave us a collation of new milk, palm wine, icague plums, called 
ourai, and other fruits of the country. He had fummoned all the young people of the 
village to give us a ball; and accordingly they attended us, dancing to vocal and in- 
ftrumental mufic, as far as the trading place, where they continued thefe fports till 
midnight. Dancing is the favourite entertainment of the negroes; they fometimes 
bring young children with them that can hardly ftand: one would be apt to fay, that 
they are born dancing, to fee the exaétnefs of their movements. The fame amufe- 
ments were renewed every evening. In fhort, this good man did all he could to pro- 
cure us diverfion; and this was not a fmall comfort to us in fo defert and forlorn a 

lace. 

The next day I went to reconnoitre the neighbourhood of Mouitt, which is within 
two thirds of a league to the fouthward of Piquet. It is a pretty large trading village, 
advantageoufly fituate on a hill well planted with calabafh-trees, and wild figs, of a 
very great height ; the latter bear a {trong refemblance to the fycamore of the ancients, 
By the way I paffed near a great number of {mall falt-pans, full of a ftrong red falt, 
infinitely more fharp and more corrofive than that of the large falt-pans of Guebenn. 
I likewife met with foxes, antelopes, and the footfteps of wild boars and wolves lately 
imprinted on the fand: but the fhooting of thofe animals, with which I was well ac- 
quainted, did not tempt me fo much as that of certain black birds, which I defcried 
eaftward of the village. They were fo like a turkey, both as to fize and feathers, that 
one might very eafily miftake them. I killed two with the fame fhot, one male, and 
the other female. They had both a kind of blaek hollow helmet on the head, of the 
fame bulk and figure as that of the cafoar: upon their neck they had a long plate like 
a very bright vellum, which was red in the male, and blue in the female. This bird 
might be the gallinache of the Portuguefe, or what the French in the American iflands 
call marchan ; but the negroes give it the name of guinar. The inhabitants of this neigh- 
j 4Q2 bourhood 
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bourhood look tpon it as a marabou, that is, as a facred animal ; perhaps, becaufe it 

generally lives longer than the fmall ferpénts,. fo common in the neighbourhocd, and 

ae which the negroes have a fuperftitious veneration. They could not bear that I 

* fhould be fo audacious as to facrifice their marabous to my pleafure: nay, they looked 
upon me as aconjurer, when I brought them to the ground with the very firft thot; 
for they imagined thofe birds to be invulnerable. They carried their fuperftition fo 
far, as to tell me, that I fhould infallibly die on my journey, for having committed fo 
heinous a crime. 

This aétion did not gain me the efteem of the inhabitants of Mouitt: however, I got 
away from thence without any harm, arid continued my journey towards the village of 
Guioel and Guebenn, where I found a fhrub, called foudenz in the country ; itis a kind 
‘of alkanna*, the leaves of which are ufed by the negro men and women to give a 
red die to their nails, and they never lofe this colour till they come to grow again. From 
thence I continued my journey as far as the village of Del, and then I returned to the 
trading place. ‘The banks of the Niger were at that time covered in this fpot with a 
{mall Eh of fifh, fearce fo large as half a goofe quill: they were white and tranfpa- 
rent as chryftal, and each fide of them was marked with a narrow filver line. 

After {pending three days at the falt-pans of Guebenn, I fet out from thence the 
18th in the evening, and returned to the ifland of Senegal, dire€ting my courfe by the 
point of Barbary, in order to be able to fettle it in my map. I travelled very near 
three leagues on foot, coafting its fands through all their windings, from the bar upon 

_ the weftern bank of the Niger, as far as the village of Gueutt, which is parallel to the 
middle of the ifland of Senegal. My canoe followed me along fhore, and kept as near 
to land as poffible, in order to take me in, if I fhould happen to be ftopped by a 
rivulet, or by any of thofe thickets of tamarifk and fanar, which are fcattered upon the 
coaft. All the way I faw nothing but yellow crabs, which covered the earth in fuch 
a manner, that fometimes I went over plains of above fifty fathoms, without being 
able to difcover one foot of bare ground. On thofe white fands the fea bind-weed ¢ 
expanding its purple flowers, amidft the agreeable verdure of its trailing ftalks, formed 
altogether an admirable embroidery. The fhrubs I faw there were a few tamaritks, 
the beidel-offar {, the paretuiver §, the fanar§, the fpartium||, the conocarpus§; and great 
numbers of /obelia **; and icaque tt. ‘The latter isa receptacle for a kind of red ants, 
which lodge in its branches : among the leaves they form a kind of neft, from whence 
they affail thofe who are fo imprudent as to draw near to gather the fruit ; and they 
bite them moft unmercifully. I could not elcape thofe infects, as I had a good deal of 
the wood to traverfe. There was fomething fo venomous in their fting, that my face 
and hands were covered with blifters, as if they had been fcalded: the pain was not 
affuaged, till I got thoroughly wet with a heavy rain, which fell in the beginning of 
the night, and was attended with thunder and lightning, by the help of which I faw 
my way to crofs the river, and got back to the ifland of Senegal. 


* Ligiftrum Egyptium, el henne vel tamar-endi. P. dlp. AEgyp. pag. 23. 
; t Convolvulus marinus catharticus, folio rotundo, flore purpureo. Plum. Plant. de? Amérique, pag. 89, 
la. 104. : a 
: { Beidel-offlar, P. Alp. Aigyp. pag. 85. § Trees which have not been yet defcribed. 
_ || Spartium feandens, citreis foliis, floribus albis, ad modos confertim nafcentibus. Plum. Cat. Pag 19s 
q Conocarpus. Linn. Hort. Chiff pag. 485. 
** Lobelia frutefcens, portulacz folio. Plum. Gen. pag. 21. 
TY} Icaco frutu ex albo rubefcente. Plum. Gen. pag. 43. 
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Ag foon as V arrived there, I began to think of returning to Frarice. I had been 
abfent from home upwards of four years; and during that time 1 had had occaficn to 
make as numerous a feries of obfervations, as could reafonably be expeéted in the fet- 
tlement of Senegal : at leaft if there were any more remaining, they weré only fuch as 
might be deemed a mere matter of curicfity, or generally efcape the eye of even the 
mott clear-fighted, or require too long a ftay to finith. Thefe confiderations were fuf- 
ficient to.determine me ; and as feveral vefiels were expected that very fame month, I 
refolved to embrace that opportunity. 

Though [ had fent yearly into France to Mefhieurs de Reaumur and de Juffiev, a 
great number of animals, birds, fifhes, infe&ts, herbs, feeds of pianis ond her pro- 

*du@ions of the country, according as they fell in my wey; yet I was | 
any things were {till wanting, efpecially feveral trees and fhrubs which h 
been feen in Europe, not even in the king’s gardens. Being apprized of the par ‘ 
lar encouragement his majefty vouchfafes to give to botanifts, and excited moreover 
by the orders of the Duke d’Ayen, which 1 received by means of M. B. de Juffieu, I 
thought my honour concerned, as a naturalift, not to return to France, without 
bringing along with me the moft remarkable plants thet grow in the feorching climate 
of Senegal, to add them to thofe which his majefty has collected, from both hemi- 
fpheres, and which are preferved with fuch tafte and magnificence in the green-houles 
at Trianon, Choifi, and Paris. é 

With this view I refolved to take one trip more to Podor; and accordingly I fet 
out the tenth of July with a favourable wind. Since I had been in the country, I 
had never feen but two European plants, the tamarifk and purflane: and this third 
expedition gave me an opportunity to obferve, that of all the trees which line the banks 
of the Niger, there is not an eighth part, but what are of a very hard f{pinous wood, 
chiefly acacias, taller and flenderer in proportion as they are more remote from the fea- 
coaft. But what ftruck me moft, was the fhooting of monkeys, which I enjoyed within 
fix leagues this fide of Podor, on the lands to the fouth of Donai, otherwife called 
Coq; and I do. not think there ever was better fport. The veilel being obliged to 
ftay there one morning, I went on fhore, to divert myfelf with my gun. The plac 
was very woody, and full of green monkeys, which 1 did not perceive but by their 
breaking the boughs on the tops of the trees, from whence they tumbled down upon 
me: for in other refpeéts they were fo filent and nimble in their tricks, that jt would 
have been difficult to hear them. Here I ftopped, and killed two or three of them, before 
the others feemed to be much frighted : however, when they found themfelves wounded, 
they began to look for fhelter ; fome by: hiding themfelves among the large boughs ; 
others by coming down upon the ground ; others, in fine, and thefe were the. greateft 
number, bysjumping from one tree to ancther. Nothing could be more entertaining, 
when feveral of them jumped together onthe fame bough, than to fee it bend under 

_ them, and the hithermoft to drop down to the ground, while the reft got further on, 
and others were {till fufpended in the air. As this game was going on, I continued 
flill to fhoot at them; and though I killed no leis than three and twenty in lef than 
an hour, and within the fpace of twenty fathoms, yet not one of them {creeched the 
whole time, notwithftanding that they united in companies, knit their brows, gnafhed 
their teeth, and feemed as if they intended to attack me. 

My firf care, upon my arrival at Podor, was to gather as many plunts as poffible 
for the king’s garden ; and I had great fuccels in colleéting and putting into two large 
chefts three hundred different trees, before I left the factory : for the lait time I went a 
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Shooting, upon my return to the neighbourhood of Bokol, which was on the fecond of Au- 
guft, by walking in the heat of the fun, I had been {eized with a burning fever, of that 
malignant fort which carries off thoft Europeans in lefs than two days. Thus this voyage 
proved more dangerous to me, than all my former expeditions and fatigues, in the [pace 
of four years, during which time I never had the leaft illnefs. I was three days with« 
out any afiftance, before I arrived at the ifland of Senegal, where I ftruggled with the 
diftemper a whole month ;: and after,a relapfe, which brought me withia an inch of my 
grave, at length I totally recovered. My youth, and a found conttitution, which had 
never been hurt by debauch, together with the generous affiftance of the tendereft of 
friends*, preferved my life. 

Of all the veffels that came this year upon the coaft, there was only one left, with 
which I could return to France. I went on board her in a ftate of convalefcence, after 
pafling the’ bar the fixth time, and we’ weighed from the road of Senegal the 6th 
of September. The'contrary winds which prevail at that time of the year did not pro- 
mife us a fhort voyage; and as they blew from the north and north-eaft, we could not 
ftretch northward, but were conftantly obliged to bear to the weft. Upon our way, 
within ten leagues of the iflands of Cape Verd, perceiving a very white fea, we founded 


a hundred fathoms or more, without finding any bottom: after which the fea havin 


refumed its ufual colour, we imagined we had paffed over a white fand-bank, whic 
the Dutch charts mark at eighty fathoms. 

At a time when we were within two hundred leagues of the coaft, between the 17th 
and 18th degree of latitude, a calm came on, which lafted almoft fifteen days, with 
fuffocating heats: it was fo ftill, that the fhip did not feem to change fituation, though 
the current had carried usa great way fouthward. ‘This was the propereft place in 
the world to find the fea water in its full faltnefs ; fince we were at fufficient diftance 
from land, to be under no apprehenfion that the river waters could communicate any 
of their frefhnefs to it; 1 therefore filled a bottle, which J fealed hermetically, with an 
intention of making an analyfis of it at my return to France. 

There is nothing more tirefome than to be in a veffel becalmed ; and nothing more 
dreadful than to be far out at fea, when provifions begin to fall fhort. We made ufe 
of this unlucky accident to catch fome fifh, and were very much in the right; for the 
{mall quantity of frefh provifions we had taken in at Senegal, was confumed ; fo that 
we were now reduced to falt meat, and likely to be ftill a long time at fea. 

At that time there was great plenty of requiens, bonites, grand oreilles, and golden- 
nis: the three latter live only on flying fith, of which they are fo greedy, that if you 
only counterfeit one of them, by covering the hook with a little linen, and two white 
feathers, and let it hang at the end of a rod, or behind the ftern, they will be fure to 


_ bite dire&tly. We ufed no other bait, and it fucceeded fo well, that we took a pro- 


digious quantity of them, part of which we falted, for fear of {carcity. The bonite and 


grand oreille are a middling fpecics of tunny-fifh, and have altogether the fame tatte :. 


the goldennis is fomewhat inferior to them in this refpeét, but greatly furpaffes them in 
beauty ; and without doubt it is the beautifulleft fith in the fea. The colour of its body 
is a dark blue ground, which in the water appears like an azure blue, and after pafling 
through all the gradations of green and violet, is loft in a gold luftre, diffufed all round 
its fides, which gives it the richeft drefs that can poflibly be imagined. 


* M. Andriot, whom I have already mentioned. 
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To this firft calm fucceeded feveral others, the fhortefl of which were from three to- 
eight days ; nor did they leave us till we had paffed the 30th degree of latitude. There 


we had fouth-weft winds, by the help of which we intended to put into the neareft of 
the Azores. This was the beft thing we could do in our prefent fituation, when we- 


wanted both bifcuit and frefh water, and the greateft part of our fhip’s company were- 
unfit for fervice. . : . 

A few days after we defcried a very high foggy land, which we found to be the ifle: 
of Pico; and near it was that of Fayal. We made all the fail we could towards the: 


latter, and entered the harbour to the eaftward the 2oth of Oftober. There we caft 


anchor in fifteen fathoms, afterwards in nine, a fandy bottom, fubje& to magnetical 
attraction, and a bad holding ground. ‘This is the only port in the ifland of Fayals 
and though it feems to be fheltered by two great mountains, yet it is expofed to the 
north-eaft and fouth-eaft winds, which occafion a very rough fea, efpecially in autumn,. 
and drive the fhips off the coaft, unlefs they are well moored with three and even four: 
anchors. From the weft winds it is covered by the ifland itfelf, out of which it is: 
{cooped, as it were, in a femicircle; four hundred fathoms wide, and three hundred: 
deep. The ifland of Pico, which is two leagues over againft it, fhelters it alfo from 


the general eaft winds; but on the other hand, it is the caufe of its being annoyed by - 


others far more dangerous; for it reflects the fouth-weft and north-weft winds that 
come towards it; and it ftops the clouds, which occafion fuch a variation of winds. I 
obferved during my ftay at Fayal, and the inhabitants affured me, they had long ex. 
perienced it, that as often as the ifle of Pico is darkened by a fog, it is produétive of 
‘wind ; and this they look upon as their moft faithful anemofcope*. It is rai that: 
this mountain has the fame effect as an uneleétrified body, which attraéteth the cloudss. 
whence it happens, that the ambient air, being preffed unequally on all fides, is forced to- 
take an irregular courfe. 

The Pico of the Azores is hardly more than half a league in perpendicular height = 
when viewed from the fide of Fayal, it has the form of a fhort cone, terminating in: 
a fharp nipple, and is in 38 deg. 35 m. north latitude, and 3% deg. weft longitude. 
This is the only mountain in the ifland of the fame name, which may be looked upon: 
as the vineyard plot of Fayal: for the latter depends thereon, and all its inhabitants- 
have their country houfes there, with their farms and vineyards, which they cultivate 
with great care. ‘Thither they go eyery year to attend their vintage, which produceth 
two forts of white wine, like fack, but of an inferior quality. Theis malmfey is not fo 
lufcious: but the dry or table wine is almoft as ftrong as brandy, and’ quickly mounts 
up to the head. As foon as their wines are made, they convey them in September and 
Oétober to their cellars in Fayal, from whence they are exported to Brazil and fome 
other parts of the world, by the name of wines of Fayal, though this ifland produceth: 
none, and they all come from Pico. 3 

If Fayal was not expofed to fuch frequent gufts of wind, it would be one of the moft 
beautiful harbours in the world, becaufe of the delightful profpect it affords, to thofe 
who approach it by tea. The ftay we made there, before we went on fhore, gave me 
an opportunity to view it at my full leifure. It appears like a mountain {cooped into a 
femicircle, and divided into four or five fummits, covered with trees, which defcend 
down as far as the fea, by a very gentle declivity. At the foot of this mountain the 
town winds along the port, and is furrounded with a great number of gardens, ranged. 


* An inflrument which fhews from what fide the. winds blow. 
one. 
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one over:the other in the form of an amphitheatre, which even in its irregularity affords 
a molt charming view to the eye. - The anchoring place is like that of Santa Cruz in 
the-ifland of fenerif, with this-difference, that the fhore is lef fleep, and is covered 
with a pretty fine fand or gravel, of a blackifh colour, on which it is eafier landing. 

About the middle of the harbour there is a kind of fort, the walls of which are 
wathed by the fea. ‘Fhe town comes next, and is of the fame-figure as the harbour ; 
it is governed by a Capitan mor*, and very populous. ‘There are five thoufand inhabi- 
tants all Portuguefe, moft of them ecclefiaftics, and religious of both fexes; for indeed, 
Tnever faw fo many convents in one town. The churches are handfome, and properly 
maintained. ‘There are alfo feveral good buildings, among the reit the college be- 
longing to the Jefuits, who are temporal lords of the ifland. The burghers houfes are 
very neat, all waiafcotted and inlaid, whence one may judge that they are in no want 
of woud, ; 

The iffand of Fayal is in a fine climate ; the air is very good, and preferves during 
the whole winter a fufficient temperature, to have no occafion for fire ; and indeed they 
never warm themfelves, nor do you fee any chimney in their houfes. In fummer it is 
conftantly refrefhed with breezes: for as it is fituate in the middle of the fea, it is fure 
to receive them from what quarter foever they blow; and they render the heats fup- 
portable, 

The {oil is not lefs to be admired than the temperature of the air: as it is red and 
ftony, and in that refpeét very like the foil of the ifle of Pico, it would be extremely 
fit for producing geod wines; but there is not room enough, and therefore they are 
fatisfied with planting fuch things as are moft neceflary for life. The moifture of the 
mountains preferves its fertility: their tops are covered with very beautiful trees, as 
walnut and.chefnut trees, white poplars, and efpecially ftrawberry-trees, that never 
lofe their verdure. It is owing to the prodigious quantity of the latter in this ifland, 
that the Portuguefe have given it the name of Faya/, which in their language fignifies a 
ftrawberry-tree. - The juice or moifture of the earth is wonderful, being in conftant 
culture; it never lies idle, and yet is continually producing the feveral frujts of the 
earth. On the umbrageous hills they plant a great many roots, as potatoes and colocafia, 
which ferve to feed their domeitics. The fields are like unto fo many gardens, parted 
from one another by dry walls, breaft high: they are fet afide for corn; but what little 
they gather, is hardly fufficient to maintain the inhabitants ; who fupply what is wanting 
with maize, lupines, little ciches, and fome other legumes, which grow better upon the 
fide of the hill. 

‘They have likewile a confiderable dependence upon their gardens, where they culti- 
vate a great number of fruit trees, oranges and citrons of all forts, pear, apple, fig, 
and pomegranate trees, vines, and olives, with herbs of various forts. Melons, giromons, 
fweet calabafues ¢, and feveral other fruits of the earth, grow almoft {pontaneoufly. 
There is nothing wanting, but for the inhabitants to lay out their gardens in more order. 
and to drefs them a litrle better; as they have plenty of flowers. For borders, they 
have 2 great deal of onions, thyme, lavender, fage, rofemary, fweet bafil, and aroma- 
tic plants. The pink, the gilliflower, the balfam apple, the jeflamin, the dalifer }, 


* The following are the governor’s titles, which he gave me in writing: “ Signor Jeronima de Brum da 
Silveira Porras Fida!go da cafa de fua Mag. e Cavaleiro Porfeffo na Ordem de Chryfto Capitano, Maior da 
Capitania das (has dos Affores Fayal e Pico.” 

+ Cucurbita oblonga, flore albo, folio molli. C. B. Pin. Morif. Hip. feG. 1, tab. 5. fig. 3» 

$ Cannacorus ampliffimo folio, flore rutilo. Jn/f. pag. 367. : 

the 
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the afphodel-lilies *, the daffodils, and the tuberofe, were in flower in the beginning 
of the month of November. At the fame time the lupinest, with which they had 
planted the hills, had thot out of the ground, and probably were to be ripe the month 
of January following. 

It is impoffible to find any where elfe greater plenty of cattle. They have excellent 
oxen, fheep, and fwine: they likewife breed all forts of poultry. Fith isnot very com- 
mon, and they have none but from the fea. At that time they were fifhing for {mall 
{oles and flounders, which they catched eafily with a rod. 1 obferved a certain confor- 
mity between this ifland and that of Tenerif, as it has very little game, and few birds. 
In feveral of my walks, for two leagues all round, I met with only a few hares, and 
fome quail fcattered about the fields. True itis, that there were blackbirds on the 
tops of the mountains ; and I faw a great number of them myfelf, whofe black plumage 
was agreeably fpeckled with white : they perched in flocks on ftrawberry-trees, eating 
the fruit and chattering all the time. 

Though autumn is avery agreeable feafon in the Azores or Weftern Ifles, yet the 
fkies began to be over-caft and to threaten rain. ‘The ifland of Fayal is more rainy than 
the reft; doubtlefs, becaufe of the ifle of Pico, and its own mountains, which determine 
the clouds to ftop there. Hence arife a great number of fprings, which appear every 
where, even in feveral parts of the town, where they are collected in well-paved cifterns. + 
The water of thefe fprings, though very pure, is heavy and extremely crude; to meit 
appeared to have a tin€ture of mineral, and of the ferruginous kind. 

‘The higheft mountain in this ifland is very near its centre, within two leagues and a 
half from the town. Heretofore it vomited fire with combuftible matter, and caufed 
frequent earthquakes. The eruptionin 1672 was the Jaft ; it left at the mouth of the 
volcano a large bafon, which, according to the teftimony of the inhabitants, has the 
figure of a parellelogram, furrounded with a very high wall, and fo regular, that one 
would take it to be done by art, if we did not know for certain, that it owes its origin 
to fubterrancous fires. The rain-waters have now filled this bafon, and formed it into 
a kind of lake, or to exprefs myfelf more properly, a refervoir of fine water, greatly 
admired by the inhabitants. There can be no doubt, but that the whole furface of the 
ifland has been raifed by means of this or feveral volcanos together 5 for it has no other 
ftone than different kinds of lavas, mixed with burnt ftones and pumices. The grain 
of thofe lavas is much thicker than that of the ftones of the ifland of Tenerif, of which I 
have made mention in the beginning of this narrative. z ‘ 

This relaxation, though fomewhat long, gave me a great deal of pleafure.. Befides 
the knowledge I theteby acquired of a country, which I had never feen before, I re- 
frefhed myfelf after the fatigues of my voyage, and was better prepared for that to 
France. The ufual flownels of the Portuguefe, and the difficulty we had, from the rough- 
nefs of the fea, in laying in a frefh ftore of water, wood, bifcuit, flour, beef, fowls, 
and other provifions, hindered us from leaving the port of Fayal till the 8th of Novem- 
ber. The wind was at fouth-welt, fo that we foon loft fight of the Azores. I em. 
braced the opportunity of the calmnefs of the weather, to fill a fecond bottle of water 
within three hundred leagues of the coaft of France: and this was all I wanted, in order 
to make a comparifon between it, and the bottle I had filled in the fea of Senegal. 

Our voyage from Senegal to Fayal had been very tedious ; but that from Fayal to 
France proved moft dangerous. We had {carcely advanced fifty leagues from the 


* Lilio-afphodelus puniceus. Cluf. Hit. 1. pag. 137. 
+ Lupinus albus. Park, Morif. Hift. fect. 2, tab. 7. fig. 3. 
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Azores, when a boifterous fouth-eaft wind {pread itfelf over the deep, and affailed us 
with a ftorm which lafted two months.. We were obliged to furl our fails; and in this 
condition we tumbled and toffed about, at the mercy of the waves. Imagine to yours 
felf the fituation of a crazy veffel, expofed to a tempeftuous ocean, now rifing a-top a 
watery mountain, and now finking into an abyfs ; battered in fank by one wave, over- 
bortie by another, which in falling feems as if it would dafh it into a thoufand pieces, 
Imagine at the fame time the uneafy condition of a voyager, who feeks for crepole, 
which he can no where find; the perplexity of a pilot, whofe art is baffled, and who 
in vain looks up to the heavens to find out his courfe, while thick clouds and foaming 
billows feem to confpire againft him : imagine, in fhort, the confufion even of the 
moft experienced mariner, who fees a fhip difappear on one fide of him; how forlorn, 
how comfortlefs the fcene! ee 
Such was our fituation during the two fhorteft_ months in the year; and in fuch dif. 
tre{s were we toffed to and fro, both in the Ocean and the Channel, whither we were 
forced by the currents, and where we were every day obliged to avoid the very land 
we fought for left we fhould fplit on the rocks, which abounded on that coaft: when a 
calm enfuing, we took advantage of it to get out of the Channel, and to feek for fhelter 
in Breft. For the violence of the ftorm had torn our fails to pieces, broke all our 
«tackling, and damaged the body of the veffel; and as provifions were alfo fhort, we 
could not in this condition reach L’Orient, our deftined harbour, even if we had had the 
moft favourable gales. 
As foon as we came to the ifle of Ufhant, we took a coafting pilot on board, who 
brought us into the harbour of Breft, the 4th of January, 1754. The reader may 
judge of the ftate I was in, upon my arrival at this port, after a very hard voyage of 
four months, which I had undertaken juft as I was regovering from a dangerous fick. 
nefs, the remembrance whereof was ftill more affliing to me, when I perceived that 
mott of the plants which occafioned it, were deftroyed by the feverity of the feafon. 
While our veffel was refitting, in order to proceed on her voyage to port L’Orient, I 
paffed a month at Breft for the recovery of my health, and to prepare myfelf for my 
journey to Paris: this I performed in the midft of the froft and fnows of*the month of 
February, which, as every body knows, were extremely piercing, efpecially in Brit. 
tany. The reft of my plants were kiHed by the cold: however they did me a piece 
of fervice in convincing me, that even the falteft water, fuch as that of Senegal, is 
capable of being frozen. The two bottles I brought from thence, well covered with 
hay, were broke by the ice congealed within them, which tafted quite freth, as Mr. de 
“Fuflieu and I obferved, upon my arrival at Paris the 18th of February after upwards 
of five years’ abfence. 
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Originally written in the Portuguele Language, by the Reverend Father Joano pos Santos, of the 
Order of St. Domingo, and publifhed at Paris in the Year 1684. 


BOOK | 


CONTAINING A SUCCINCT RELATION OF THE MOST CURIOUS AND REMARKABLE 
PRODUCTIONS OF THE COUNTRY. 


CHAP. L -— Of the three Divifions of the World, and ihe Fourth added to thefe by Don 
Emmanuel King of Portugal, 


[HIS great monarch, crowned in the year 1496, was fo fortunate during his reign as 

to difcover empires fo numerous, that he excited the wonder of the whole world 
at his fuccefs, his prudence, and good management; for, not a nation exifted but 
looked on him*with reverence, not a province in which he was unknown. 

The geographers of his day afcertained that the world was of greater extent than 
before imagined ; the ancients limiting it to three-divifions only, to thefe this fovereign 
added a fourth, in America, which was difcovered under his reign, and fubjected to 
his dominion. Intent on aggrandizing himfelf in this quarter, Emmanuel, notwith- 
ftanding he could with facility have done them much injury, refrained from difturbing 
the tranquillity of the Caltilians; preferring conquefts obtained over diftant and barba- 
rous countries to warring with Catholics, with whom the dittates of confcience enjoined 
him to live in peace; and applying the whole bent of his mind to the extermination of 
idolatry in the Indies, and the fubftitution of the only true faith. 

Infpired with zeal thus laudable he determined, if neceffary, to profecute his inten- 
tion in perfon; but previoufly he fitted an armament, deftined, either with allowance 
of the fovereigns of thefe countries or by force, to effect fettlements among ther. With 
this view many thips of war were equipped in 1586*, on board of which fome excellent 


* This is an error of the prefs, the date fhould be 1306. Emmanuel fucceeded John II. in the throne 
of Portugal in 1495-6, and Naya difcovered the empire of the Monomotopa in 1505-6. See Murr’s 
Differtation on Martin Behaim, vol. xi. p. 302. of this work. Des Santos, as the reader will perceive, appears 
not to have compofed his work until many years after the expedition, feeing he notices the difcovery of 
the ftrait of Magellan by the navigator of that name, an event which did not occur until the year 1520. 
See the Voyage of Pigafetta round the World, vol. xi. p.288. of this work. Ene. Trans. 
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troops were embarked and {tore of valuable merchandize; and the command of the 
expedition was entrufted to Pedro de Naya, who was folicitous of labourers to toil in 


“the vineyard of the Lord. Learning the praife-worthy defign of His Portuguefe Majefty, 


I offered, in conjunction with many other miffionaries to fail with the fleet, and take 
charge of the ghoftly health of his troops, adminifter the facraments to them, during 
their long voyage, and ftimulate them to fight with ardour for the glory of God, and 
the aggrandizement of the Portuguefe throne and nation. 

In the beginning of April 1506, 1 repaired to Lifbon, accompanied by the other 
miffionaries of the order of Santo Domingo, hoping for favourable winds, and expect- 
ing to {ail immediately after our arrival; but we were taught to have no reliance on the 
weather, for no fooner did the wind begin to blow, as we wifhed, than it changed to 
an adverfe direction ; this, however, did not prevent our embarking, though it delayed 
our departure till the 13th of the month, when we fteered towards the Brazils ; but 
fearcely had we got well out to fea before we experienced a gale fo violent as placed 
us in great peril ; fucceffive ftorms alfo delayed our progrefs in fuch manner that we 
were unable to double the Cape of Good Hope before the 2d of July of the fame 

ear *. 

‘We made Mozambico on the 13th of Auguft following, whence we failed for Sofala, 
the place where firft our Portuguefe by ftratagem contrived to fortify themnfelves, per- 
fuading the Moorifh fovereign of the country that the building which they conftrudted 
with his permiffion, and which was made a place of ftrength, was merely intended for 
a warehoufe to fecure their merchandize from the weather and robbery. 

This prince, who had heard of the grandeur of the Kings of Portugal, and who had 
long fought a friendly connexion with them, was charmed at having an occafion to oblige 
the Portuguefe, and with the greateft readinefs granted what they fo ardently defired, 
that is to fay, the formation of a mercantile eftablithment. But after a little time he 
regretted, and fought to recall the conceffion he had made; for his courtiers repre- 
fented to him that our people had deceived him, that inftead of a fimple warehoufe 
they were erecting fortifications ; that there were fufficient grounds for fuppofing they 
had intentions of making themfelves majfters of the place, and that if they were per- 
mitted to profecute their works, it might be a difficult matter to difpoffefs them. The 
King, in confequence, refolved on attacking us by furprize, with defign to drive us, 
not only from the poft we occupied, but likewife from the country which it appeared 
to him we had ia contemplation-to feize upon, and of which eventually we made our- 
felves mafters, as will be feen in the following chapter. Before I proceed, however, 
to narrate the ‘particulars of this conqueft, that I may render more intelligible 


_ what I fhall have to impart, it is meet I fhould give a’curfory detail of the general dif- 


pofition of the four quarters of the world. 

Oforius, following ancient geographers, divides the globe into three parts only, 
Europe, Afia, and Africa; but moderns, more enlightened, have added to thefe 
America, difcovered in the year 1497, and juftly entitled to form @ fourth divifion, 
being of greater extent and richer than the other three. 

Without entering into the merits of the difputed point, contended for by the Spaniards 


_and other nations, of who firft had the honour and good fortune of difcovering this 


* The progrefs of the Portuguefe in the ‘art of navigation at this early period is highly worthy of 
remark ; already, in 1506, their beft marines feem te have been acquainted with the winds, prevalent in 
the tropical regions, and the advantage of fteering to the weft, in order with greater eafe to double the 
Cape of Good Hope, and avoid the calms and ftorms, which, on coafting Africa, though the neareft 


gourfe, fo much procraftinate a voyage to the Indies. Ene. Trans. 
extenfive 
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extenfive and beautiful portion of the globe, I may fafely advance that many perfons 
contributed to its exploration. Alvarez Cabral, a Portuguefe, while failing along the _ 
coat of Africa, was carried away fo much to the weftward by certain violent winds, 
that, without any defign on his part, he made the coaft of the Brazils* ; Chriftoval 
Colon, a Genoefe, is reputed to have failed ftill farther weftward, and Americo Vef- 
pucci, a Florentine, is held merely to have accomplifhed what the others had begun. 
However this may be, general confent, about the year 1500, applied the name of the 
laft navigator to this part of the globe. It is furrounded by the fea, which, in the 
northern part, feparates it from the other divifions, and in the fouth forms the ftrait dif 
covered by Fernando Magellan, a Portuguefe, in 1520. 

‘As the beauty and abundance of a country are in proportion to the number of the 
rivers it can boaft, and as thefe facilitate communication between its parts, the fecundity 
and value of this is inconteftible, for it is watered by numerous, broad, and deep ftreams. 
Of thefe the chief are : the Orellana, which is fifty leagues in breadth and more than 
fifteen hundred long ; the Maranan, fifteen leagues broad; the Prata (or Silver River), 
from Peru, whence the filver is brought which forms the medium of the whole world’s 
commerce. 

This divifion of the globe moreover furpaffes the others by its ilands, of which there 
are five remarkable ones. The firft is Cuba, two hundred leagues in length and feventy 
in breadth; the fecond Santo Domingo, one hundred and fifty leagues by eighteen ; 
the third St.John, fifty leagues by eighteen ; the fourth ifland is that of St. James, its 
dimenfions fifty leagues by twenty ; Maracapana makes the fifth, that in which three 
brethren of our order fuffered martyrdom from the infidels. 

If we credit the relation of Herodotus refpeéting the origin of the denominations 
given to three of the divifions of the globe, we ‘mutt attribute that of Afia to a fon of 
Maneo, of fimilar name, fo called from the defcent of his family, being from a tribe 
inhabiting the city of Sardis, the members of which tribe were called Afians, This 
divifion is bounded, weftward, by the Red Sea, which feparates it from Africa; north- 
ward, by the Mediterranean, the Black Sea, the Tanais, Dwina and the Palus 
Matis, whith feparate it from Europe. St. Anfelm ftates it to contain thirty pro- 
vinces, while others make their number forty-two. However this may be, it is noto- 
rious that in its dimenfions, as in wealth, it furpaffes Europe ‘and Africa united. It 
was antiently celebrated as the fite of the empire of the Affyrians and Medes, and is 
{till famous from containing the powerful dominions of the Perfians and Turks, Jn 
this part of the world did the Almighty create our primogenitor Adam, and place him 
in a terreftrial paradife; here it was that a veltige of the former, world was preferved . 
in Noah’s ark from the devaftation of the general deluge; and here moit of the 
events related in the old and new teftaments occurred. 

Jofephus, in the firft book of his Jewith Antiquities (Lib. xv.), affirms, that Africa de- 
rives its name from Opher, a grandfon of Abraham, who went into Lybia at the head ofa 
powerful army. After fighting and overcoming his enemies, he fojourned in the land ; 
where his prefence was neceflary, not only to curb the Africans, but alfo the Fthiopians, 
Phenicians, and Greeks, by whom it was inhabited. The Carthaginians gave {plen- 


% The date of the difcovery of the Brazils by Cabral, according to Barros, Decada primeira della 
Afiay lib.iv. c. 2. was the 24th of April 1502. Americo Vefpucci was difpatched by Emmanuel on a 
voyage of difcovery to the South Atlantic ia 15015 and, on the ift of April 1502, made the coatt of . 
the province now termed the Terra Firma; but he was preceded, according to fome authors, in the dif. 
covery of this part of America by Rodrigo de Baftidias and Joano de ia Cofa. The merit of the firt dif- 
covery of America is unqueftionably to be attributed to Colon. Enc. Trans, 
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dour to this quarter of the world by the ftrength of their immenfe armies, which 
were univerfally dreaded. Afric contains many different nations deferving of notice, 
from the manner in which they live, and their ftrange and diffimilar cuftoms; for 
among them are fome, the Adrimachides for example, who eat not either of the flefh of 
oxen or fwine. The inhabitants of Mount Atlas feed on pulfe alone. The Africans, 
or Lybians, fupport themfelves commonly on milk and wild animals ; and, while they 
permit the hair to grow on the right fide of the head, fhave that which grows on the 
left. ‘The Macas and Guidanes are entirely fhorn, and wear crowns fimilar to the 
fillets of our priefts. The Aufes fuffer the hair in front to grow over their forehead, 
fo as to cover the face, but bare the reft of the head. The Zingantes generally dwell 
in forefts, and fubfift on honey and wild beafts; as foon as their children are capable 
of toil, they are taught to cultivate the ground, at which employ they are affifted by 
their mothers, while the fathers go to war. 

Pomponius Mela afcribes the derivation of the name of Europe to a princefs, daugh- 
ter of Agenor, King of Tyre in the province of Phenicia, who was feized upon by 
Jupiter and borne to the ifland of Crete, the prefent Candia. 

This laft divifion is parted into many kingdoms, France, Portugal, Spain, England, 
Germany, Poland, &c. France is one of the chief kingdoms of Europe ; its fovereign 
is very powerful both by fea and land, and all its governments are fo amply endowed 
with every {pecies of natural produce, and abound in fuch degree in all kinds of mer. 
chandize, as to have no need of the affiftance of foreign countries; moreover, without 
going to the Indies, it poffefles within itfelf mines of gold and filver adequate to its 
‘wants*. 

But now, entering upon the fubje&t of our prefent work, I fhall obferve that Ethiopia 
is divided into two provinces, eaftern, and weftern. 


x 


* This paffage, no doubt, is au interpolation of Don Gaetan Charpy, from whofe tranflation into French 
of the work of Dos Santos, effected at the inftigation of, and dedicated to the great Colbert, the prefent 
Englifh tranflation is given. ‘There can be no queftion of the adequacy of the produce of France to 
an{wer all the natural wants of its population, but luxury has introduced artificial wants which necefii- 
tate'a foreign commerce. As the mines of France are here noticed, and as little in Young's or Lifter’s 
tour through France, given in this work, is mentioned refpecting them, the following account of their 
produgtions in weight and value, extracted from the ‘ Statiftique de la France et fes Colonies par une 
Societé de Gens de Lettres et de Savans.”’ Paris An xii. 1804, will probably not be unacceptable 
to the reader, efpecially as the original account, printed under the patronage of the government, and 
compoled in great r.eafure by individuals belonging to the different Bureaux, may be regarded as 
official. 





Quality of the Minerals. Weight. - Value in Franks. 
Iron, marketable, F . 2,400,000 Quintaux 45,000,000 
Lead, do. 2 . . 24,000 do. 840,000 
Copper, do. i : F 2,000 do. 300,000 
Mercury, . ‘ ‘ , 600 do. 268,800 
Zine, or Calamine, . ; 60,000 do. 234,000 
Antimony, s s 7 1,500 do. 30,000 
Manganefe, i é . 1,200 do. 18,000 
Mineral Salt, * . ‘s . 3,000,020 
Mineral Acids, : < 5 3,000,000 
Coal, ‘s i . < 82,000,0c0 do. 61,500,000 
Turf, Stone, Sand, Clay, &c. 6,912,000 
Produce of Salt-works, 5,000,000 do. 13,000,000 
Total Weight and Value. 89,489,300 = do. 134,102,800 





Boe Eaftern 
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Eaftern Ethiopia begins at the Cape of Good Hope and extends along the coaft of 
the Ocean and the Eaftern Sea to the Red Sea. It is a very fertile province, peopled, 
as is Weftern Ethiopia, by different nations, whofe cuftoms greatly vary. ‘The climate 
is exceedingly hot and unwholefome, efpecially for flrangers, as is experienced by the 
Portuguefe who dwell in this country, who moftly are feized with maladies and die of 
fever ; {till is not the mortality of the'climate of fufficient weight to deter them from 
adventuring hither, or allay their thirft for gold. : 

‘Weltern Ethiopia commences likewife at the Cape of Good Hope, ftretches to the 
boundaries of Egypt on the eaftern fide of the peninfula of Africa, and is confined on 
the fouth, by the Ethiopia above Egypt, on the north by the borders of Lybia, em- 
bracing the country inhabited by the Troglodites, called by the Greeks Paftors or 
‘Wild Men, owing to their perpetual refidence in groves and forefts, where they fubfitt 
on hunting and plunder. : 

Thefe Ethiopians efteem fo highly thofe animals on which they fubfift, that at the 
time of circumcifing their children, they give them the name of the ox, the fheep, the 
lion, &c. regarding thefe animals, from affording the means of fupporting life, as coad- 
jutors with their fathers and mothers in the exiftence of their offspring. 

Their wives, to whom the lot is affigned of cultivating and fowing the land, are held 
in fo much hortour, that where any difference or difpute occurs between two parties, 
they fummon the difputants before them, adjudge the point in queftion, and fo per- 
feétly by their authority terminate the quarrel, that nothing more 1s heard between the 
parties. In thefe people what is moft worthy of remark, is to find men of fuch un- 
daunted fpirit, that they combat fearlefsly the lion and the tiger, and are fo-eager after 
reputation, as to reckon life no longer worth preferving when the feeblenefs of age 
reftrains the exercife of their natural heroifm, yet at the fame time thus fubmiffive to 
‘women. With them it is held unworthy of a manly charaéter to be folicitous of 
acquifitions, the after-privation of which would be followed with pain ; yet does not this 
opinion, by no means a barbarous one, prevent their perfect refignation to the will of 
their wives. ; 


CHAP. II. — Of the Manner in which the Portuguefe fortified themfelves in Sofala.— The 
Jealoufy of the King in confequence.—The War he waged againft them, in the courfe of 
which he loft his Life, and the Portugucfe were confirmed Majters of the Fortrefi. 


SOFALA is a {mall maritime kingdom of Eaftern Ethiopia, dependent on the 
fovereign of Quiteva, fituate between the river Cuama and Mount Manica, in 203° 
of fouthern latitude. It extends along the fea and the banks of a river, a league in 
width, which flows through the country called Mocarangua, by Zimboé, the capital 
and refidence of the King of Quiteva. ‘The King has dominion over the whole of this 
country, as well as the river of Sofala, whence the inhabitants carry on uninterrupted 
commerce with thofe of Manica, who make return for the merchandize tuey take in 

‘old dult. : 
While the people of Sofala are abfent on their traffic to Manica, and collecting gold, 
ivory, amber, and flaves, their wives cultivate the land. 7 

The fortrefs of Sofala is a perfect fquare building, furrounded by a’ good wall, 
flanked by four baftions well mounted with artillery, {t was begun in 1505, by order 
of Emmanuel, King of Portugal, under pretence of making it a inapazine for mer- 

" chandize ; 
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chandize.;,and the Queen, Dona Catalina, who governed awhile during the minority 
-of -her. grandion, Don Sebaftian, caifed its fortifications to be conipleted in 1580.* 

_ The governors, or captains-general, formerly refided fix months at Mozambico, and 
the refidue of the year at Sofata 5 but now they dwell altogether at Mozambico, and 
appoint a fubftitute, who governs at Sofala, and fuperintends the merchandize in the 
warehoufes there. - 

The fame Queen, Dona Catalinat, anxious to render herfelf miftrefs of Sofala, caufed 
fix large thips to be equipped, the command of which was entrufted to Pedro da Naya, 
who, after great perils and fuffering much from ftorms, entered the river of Sofala 
with four of his thips, and effected a landing. The two other fhips of his {quadron, 
of greater burthen, kept the fea, as well for the purpofe of oppofing any eriemies which 
might appear as on account of the fhallownefs of the river, which could not admit 
vetlels of their draught of water. The Moorifh King, whofe name was Ruffe, was 
much furpriféd at hearing the Portuguefe had difembarked without afking his per- 
miffion ; but the news which firft occafioned alarm, and made him refolve on attacking 
them with all his powers, was a fource of pleafure to him, on his receiving a compli- 
mentary deputation from the commander of the armament, with an affurance that he 
had been obliged to feek fhelter in the port in confequence of bad weather, and re- 
quefting his confent to erect a warehoufe for the fecurity of their perfons, and the 
merchandize with which the fquadron was freighted. 

This fovereign, who was blind, governed his ftates in oppofition to an eftablithed 
law, by which a King or Prince, having any bodily defeét, is held incapable of retain. 
ing the fceptre ; in this cafe death is efteemed by thefe people preferable to life. But 
this monarch, who owed his blindnefs to accident, difregarded the law, which, as he 
fhortly after obferved to Pedro da Naya, was made for others, but not for him. 

‘The courtiers of this Prince, as noticed in the firft chapter, informed him 
that the Portuguefe took advantage of his conceflion of leave to build themfelves a 
warehoufe, and that inftead they were haftily fortifying themfelves, and giving room 
for fufpicions of their entertaining wrong defigns ; they at the fame time recommended 
him to prevent their putting thofe in execution, either by a prohibition againft their 
further profecuting their fortifications, or by obliging them, by force of arms, to demolith 
what they had begun. After mature reflection on the fubjeét, the King faw his fault, 
and determined on driving the intruders from their poft, when they fhould leaft fufped 
his intentions, make a general maflacre of them, and give up their merchandize as 
plunder to his troops ; a meafure which he reckoned would be eafily effected, by taking 
the Portuguefe by furprize. The defign of the monarch being promulgated among the 
Moors, a large army was fpeedily colleCted, all being alike animated with the defire of 
making a rich booty. 

The intended treachery, on its coming to the knowledge of a Moor, named Abexin, 
was viewed by him with horror, and immediately after, with intent to counteratt it, 


* This date is wrong. John IIT. died June 1x, 1557, and the education of his grandfon Sebaftian, and 
the regency, ‘were entrufted to Catalina his Queen. She, notwithftanding the excellence of her govern-~ 
ment, was obnoxious to the Portuguefe, on account of her being a Caftillian ; aud in confequence, after 
a fhort time, fhe refigned the regency to her brother-in-law, Cardinal Henry, and retired to a convent. 
The duration of her tay in Poringal being very fhort, provided the fort was completed as here affirmed, 
while the held the reigns of government, it will probably have been in 1 558, and not in 1580. Enc. 
Trays. : 

+ Again Dos Santos is in error. In the firft chapter he notices the expedition of Da Naya, .and the 
fettlement at Sofala, in which he ig correGt, to have taken place in the reign of Emmanuel, in 1505-6. 
Exs. Teans, 

; he 
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he imparted what he had learnt to Pedro da Naya. The Portuguefe, unconfcious of 
having done any thing either againft the King or the ftate which could provoke fuch 
treatment, was miftruftful at Fett of the truth of the communication, for the Moors 
are but little famed for fincerity ; but Abexin adduced fuch proofs for what he ad- 
vanced, that Pedro da Naya profited by the information, and kept on his guard. 

‘The appointed time for carrying into effect the meditated maffacre being at hand, he 
ordered his whole force under arms, to await the enemy, who affailed the Portuguefe 
in the night, at many points, and with vigour incredible, though furpaffed by that 
evinced by the attacked ; thefe, on this occafion, taught the Moors, at their coft, to fet 
a high value on the courage of the nation they provoked to war. After a long confli@, 
overpowered by the artillery and frequent fallies of the Portuguefe, they at length 
took to flight in confufion, and fought refuge in the palace of the Prince; but hither 
they were purfued by our people, at the point of the {word ; and the King, who was 
among the fugitives, being flain, this circumftance encreafed the inveteracy of the 
Moors, who fought now not only to defend themfelves, but to revenge their fovereign’s 
death. The refolution, the bbftinacy of the inhabitants, was on each fide equal, and 
victory hovered awhile over either banner ; indeed, towards the clofe we fhould have 
been beaten, but for the timely fuccour brought forward by Abexin; this Moor joined 
the Portuguefe with a number of partifans, turned the tide of the battle, and caufed 
the complete overthrow of the enemy, but not before they had dangeroufly wounded 
Pedro da Naya. The generous, friendly, and critical afpftance of Abexin was liberally. ° 
rewarded: Da Naya, as an acknowledgment for the fidélity with which he had fulfilled 
his engagements, and the zeal which he had fhewn in the moment of danger, after he 
had completely fortified his magazine, and obtained fettled poffeflion of Sofala, caufed 
him to be proclaimed King of the country; and over it he reigned many years. This 
fovereign was a trufty and fincere friend conftantly to the Portuguefe, anda great enemy 
to his fellow-countrymen, who unwillingly {aw themfelves obliged to fubmit to the 
dominion of the Portuguefe, in lieu of that of the King of Quiteva, formerly lord of 
all this country. In procefs of time this latter monarch was alfo made, tributary to the 
crown of Portugal, which had, at an after-period, no lefs than twenty-two Kings who 
did homage to it for their thrones. 


CHAP. Ill. — Of the Trees and Fruits which flourifh throughout the whole of the Year 
in the Territory of Sofala. a AAS 

WITH truth may it be affirmed that Sofala is the garden of all this continent ; it is 
overfpread with jeflamine; perpetually green and perpetually in flower, which by the 
- beautiful contraft of its white flowers and lively verdure furnifhes an enamel than which 
nothing can be more grateful to the eye. On every fide are feen, orange, lemon, and 
other curious trees, the Romeyra for example, on which fruit and flowers are feen 
growing at the fame time in copitant fucceffion throygh the year. ‘Lhe vines are almoft 
equally exuberant, for the vintages are two-fold, the firft in January, the other in July. 
Pine-apples, refembling our peaches in flavour,. but far preferable, are very numerous 5 
and, among others, the fig-trees are fo heavily laden with fruit, as pleafing to the eye 
as they are grateful to the palate, that the branches bend beneath their oppreflive weight. 
Finally, the fugar-cane is cultivated along the banks of the river by the Caffres, who 
fubfift on its juice throughout the major part of the year, but who have not the inge- 


nuity poffeffed by the inhabitants of other countries of cryftallizing the fweet they yield. 
2 . Here 
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Here the people preferve their oranges and lemons, and carry on traffic in them with 
the Indies where they are eaten with rice. : . 

But, however fruitful the neighbourbood of Sofala, in the offerings of Pomona, its 
Cereal productions are fo limited, that the inhabitants are conftrained to make their 
bread half of rice and half of millet. This bread is formed into a kind of cake, not 
edible except while warm, for when it becomes cold it is harfh, and fo dry, that it 
cannot be {wallowed without firt being foaked in a vinous preparation from millet. 
This extract is equally potent with the wine preffed from grapes, and is much drank 
by the Caffres, but the Portuguefe ufe a different wine obtained, as will be feen, from 
the palm-tree. 

If the bread and wine of thefe poor people be little pleafant to the tate, they are 
on the other hand indemnified by an abundance of meat, for their ftock of oxen, cows, 
fheep, fwine, and wild cattle is very confiderable, exclufive of every {pecies of poultry, 
which is fo plenteous that fifteen large fowls are bought for a Bertangy, a coin equal 
to two teftoons or about eleven-pence fterling. This great plenteoufnels of food enables 
the lower orders to live very comfortably, and the rich to indulge to fuperfluiry in all 
kinds of provifion. , 

Befides the fecret of foftening their bread, the Caffres have difcovered means of 
making a fubltitute for butter, which they ufe as a fauce for boiled rice, They extraét 
this butter from the cakes of prefled Gergelins whence previoufly oil has been expreffed ; 
this oil ferves better for burning than olive oil, and is ufed as an unguent for all kinds 
of wounds. To fecure a previion of butter and oil, therefore, every individual lays in 
a ftock of Gergelins. 


CHAP. IV. — Of the Manner in which the King of Quiteva takes poffeffion of his Domi- 
nions, and the Mode of his giving Audience. — Of the prevalent Cuftom of the Country, 
according to which all the Wives and Concubines of the King devote themfelves to Death, 
upon bis lofing his Life. : 


THE name of Quiteva is common to the fovereign lord of the country bordering on 
the river Sofala, which, at his acceflion to that dignity, he affumes to the exclufion of the 
titles he right before have been known by, this dignity in the efteem of the people 
placing him on a pcr with the Deity; indeed, the Caffres acknowledge no other gods 
than their monarch, and to him they addrefs thofe prayers which other nations are 
wont to prefer to heaven. 

The Quiteva maintains a number of wives, the chief of whom are his near relations, 
and are denominated his queens; the refidue, by whom alfo he has children, are 
regarded merely as his concubines ; from this circumftance, when he dies a great con- 
fufon is created on nominating his fucceffor. The new Quiteva is commonly feleéted 
from among thofe of his children who are the offspring of his own daughters, or fifters ; 
with thefe near relatives he has exclufively the privilege of cohabiting, the laws of the 
country forbidding, in an exprefs “manner, his fubje€ts from intermarrying with their 
fifters or daughters under penalty of death. 

If the women of whom I fpeak, on the one hand, enjoy the favour and countenance 
of the King during his life, they are, on the other, obliged to give themfelves up to 
death when -he happens to die; for this purpofe, that they may be couftantly ready 
to accompany him in cafe of his fuddenly expiring, they are always provided with a dofe 
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The erroneous perfuafion of the princes and vaflals of this country that this mortal 
life is fucceeded by another, in which {till higher rank awaits the great than they 
enjoyed in this world, occafions thofe (whom the more powerful on account of their 
being of oppofite parties make the. victims of their intereft), to fubmit with joy to their 
fate, in hopes to be courtiers about their King in another world. 

As foon as the Quiteva ceafes to live, a fucceffor is chofen, capable of governing with 
wifdom and prudence. Commonly for this purpofe, his eldeft fon by the royal blood 
is fele@ted, and fhould he fail in the yequilite qualifications, the next oldeft, and thus 
in fucceffion the reft; and when among the whole it chances to happen that not one 
adequate to the high poft is found, his fucccflor is the minifter to whom the defun& 
was accuftomed to impart his fecrets. This rule of fucceffion is however not fo ftridly 
followed but that fome deviations from it occafionally take place. 

Thus, for example, while I was at Sofala, the Quiteva died, and left upwards of 
thirty children, legitimate and illegitimate ; fuill not one of thefe was nominated to fuc- 
ceed him on the throne, but the brother of the deceafed, who, to a thorough know. 
ledge of the affairs of ftate, joined all the qualifications neceffary for a governor ; and 
indeed fhould he be deficient in this refpe€t, it would be enough that a majority of the 
King’s concubines fhould join in his favour, as on thefe the poffeffion of the throne depends. 

As foon as the Quiteva is dead, he is buried with his predeceffors, and after his obfequies 
are terminated, on the fucceeding day, his fucceffor repairs to the royal palace, where he 
meets with fome of the concubines of the late King (for it is only thofe moft beloved and in . 
whom he was wont to place the utmoft confidence, that take poifon on his dying), and with 
their confent he feats himfelf on the throne prepared for him in the midit of a large hall ; 
when feated here, a curtain is drawn before him and his wives: hence he iffues orders 
for his proclamation through the ftreets; this is the fignal for the people to flock to render 
him homage and {wear obedience, a ceremony which is performed amid great rejoicings. 

The officers and foldiers belonging to his guard in the mean-time place themfelves at 
the gates, and prevent the entrance of more than fufficient to fill the hall, that no 
difturbance or confufion may take place. At firft, thofe admitted proftrate themfelves 
on their knees, and thus advance towards the throne one after the other, when they 
addrefs the monarch, he remaining conftantly behind the curtain, without expofing 
himfelf to the public view until every one that has entered, has done him homage. After 
this has been effected, each, according to the cuftom of the country, fhakes hands with 
the Quiteva, and retires ; he again places himfelf behind the curtain till the hall is once 
more filled, and the fame ceremony is again repeated : in this manncur the whole day 
pafles in receiving homage. ‘The next, the King fends his ambafladors to publith the 
death of the late prince, and the peaceable inflallation in his ftead of the new fovereign. 

So great is the refpect the Caffres thew their King, that on being admitted to his 
prefence they never prefume to look him in the face, or front him 3 but withdrawing 
on-one fide, they keep their eyes conftantly bent on the ground, and never fpeak to 
him but on their knees. The Portuguefe alone are allowed the privilege of addrefling 
him ftanding ; they otherwife follow the example of the Caffres, and at intervals clap 
their hands as a token of joy. 

When all have been admitted to the prefence, and the levee is finifhed, the King 
caufes wine, extraéted from millet and called Pombé, to be prefented to the whole of 
the company. Should it happen that any one from apprehenfion fhould object to drink 
of the proffered beverage, the refufal is regarded as an infult by the Quiteva, and the 
individual guilty of fuch iil-manners is ordered not to quit the town except with his 
permiffion, which, as it is never granted, caufes the delinquent to be thus configned to 
perpetual imprifonment. 
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CHAP. V.—Of the Ceremonies obferved in caufing one of the Children of the late King 
to be placed on the Throne. —Of the civil Wars occafioned by fuch Succeffions, and the 
Cuflom ufual with the Quiteva of devoting himfelf 10 Death in cafe of any natural 
Defect. 


THE numerous offspring of the Quiteva occafions many candidates for the throne; 
‘and as every one of his wives ufes her efforts to advance her own progeny to this dig- 
nity, that much intrigue and difturbance fhould accompany their projects cannot be 
confidered a matter of furprize. Fach endeavours, by prefents and magnificent pro- 
mifes, to increafe the number of her partizans and aggrandife her intereft, at the expenfe 
of that of her competitors, to caufe one of the princes, all of whom are educated in 
another quarter, to be admitted into the palace, for none can come to court without 
the exprefs confent of the King, who in confequence is inceffantly folicited at every 
hand. For, when with royal permiffion a prince once enters the palace, his preten- 
fions to the throne are regarded as indifputable ; thofe, however, who have not this 
permiflion, and by force feek to.obtaifi this fecurity of fucceffion, by fuch demeanour 
not only render themfelves criminal, but forfeit all pretenfions to the fovereignty. 

Contiguous to the dominions of the Quiteva, are thofe of another prince called 
Sedanda. This prince becoming afflited with leprofy, refolved on following implicitly 
the laws of the country, and poifoning himfelf, conceiving his malady to be incurable, 
or at leaft that it would render him fo loathfome in-the eyes of his people, that they: 
would with difficulty recognize him. In confequence he nominated his fucceffor, 
holding as his opinion that fovereigns, who fhould ferve in all things as an example to 
their people, ought to have no defeét whatever, even in their perfons; that when any 
defeéts may chance to befal them, they ceafe to be worthy of life and of governing their 
dominions ; and preferring death in compliance with this law, to life, with the reproach 
of having been its violator. 

But this law was not obferved with equal {crupulofity by one of the Quitevas, who, 
having loft a tooth, and feeling no difpofition to follow the practice of his predeceflors, 
publilhed to the people that he had loft a front tooth, in order that when they might 
behold, they yet might be able to recognize him ; declaring at the fame time that he 
was refolved on living and reigning as long as he could, efteeming his exiftence requi- 
fite for the welfare of his fubjeéts. He at the fame time loudly condemned the prac- 
tice of his predeceflors, whom he taxed_with imprudence, nay even with madnefs, for 
having coudemned themfelves to death for cafual accidents to their perfons, confefling 
plainly, that it would be with much regret, even when the courfe of nature fhould 
bring him to his end, that he fhould fubmit to die. He obferved, moreover, that no 
reafonable being, much lefs a monarch, ought to anticipate the {cythe of time ; and, 
abrogating this mortal law, he ordained that all his fucceffors, if fane, fhould follow 
the precedent he gave, and the new law eftablifhed by him. He likewife flattered his 
fubjects with the hope of nen tts a new tooth grow in lieu of the one he had loft, 
and adverting to the regret the¥ would experience on lofing a prince whom they loved, 
on account of a defect which time and patience might eventually remedy. 

A neighbouring Sedanda, having once been nominated for his fucceflor by a Quiteva, 
on his dying, with reafon attempted to enter the palace, and feat himfelf among the 
women.of the defunét, expecting according to cultom that every one would acknow- 
ledge his right; but he found his expectations vain, as the women with whom he was 
at enmity, began to intngue together to exclude him from the throne. With this — 
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they imputed to him many imperfeCtions ; openly oppofed his peaceable initiation, and 
objected to his entering the.palace. ‘The prince, who trufted to reconcile them to his 
intereft by dint of prefents and promifes, imagined their averfion would be of fhort 
duration, and that with the fhades of night all difficulty would vanifh; he confe- 
quently, unapprehenfive of the lengths to which they were capable of going, fuffered 
the night to pafs without offering the flighteft umbrage. In the morning he again pre- 
fented himfelf in front of the palace, but encountered ftill greater refiftance than on the 
preceding day, which obliged him a fecond time to retire. As foon as he was gone, the 
women immediately fent to another prince who was abfent, enjoining him to repair 
without delay to the palace, to take his feat among them, and aflume the throne. ‘This 
being effeted without any parade, the poor Sedanda found himfelf fupplanted in a 
throne which he confidered infallibly his own ; and refenting the affront thus put upon 
him, he fought for vengeance by a refort to arms; in this view he apphted to his 
friends and partizans, who promifed him fupport : but as thofe to whom he addreffed 
himfelf were mere courtiers, who looked to improve their fortunes by his fuccefs, and 
as by having recourfe to arms they would, according to the conftruétion of law, be 
guilty of treafon, they, as foon as they were informed that the other prince had been 
proclaimed King, and had peaceable pofleffion of the crown, abandoned him to his fate : 
thus the unfortunate Sedanda faw all his hopes deftroyed, and was even obliged to fly 
for fafety to the territories of his neighbours. 

As foon as the new King is acknowledged legal poffeffor of the throne, he fummons 
all his grandees to repair to court, to affift at the ceremony of breaking the bow of the 
deceafed Quiteva, which bow is the fame as was made on his acceffion to the kingdom. 
This aggregation of the nobility is a ftratagem ufed by the fovereign to enable him to 
rid himfelf of his enemies, for under pretence of making a court in the other world for 
the deceafed, he caufes thofe grandees who are obnoxious to him to be affaflinated for 
the purpofe of attending that monarch, and gives the pofts which they enjoyed to fuch 
as poffels his favour : thofe however who are inimical to the new King are not accuftomed 
to obey the fummons, but prefer retiring to the dominions of fome neighbouring prince, 
where they pafs the remainder of their days: in this they are imitated by all who may 
have objected to the nomination of the King. 


CHAP. VI. — Of the Exceffes of the Caffres every Year on occafion of the Anniverfary 
of the funeral Obfequies of the King’s Predecefors. — How at thefe Times the King fuf- 
fers bimfelf to be vifibly impofed upon by a Sorcerer, who counterfeits the Voice of the laft 
defunét Monarch ; and of the eftcem this engenders for him among the People. 


THE King, every year, on the appearance of the new moon in the month of Septem- 
ber, repairs to a mountain covered by a large foreft called Zimboé, which is the place 
of fepulture of the Kings. By a convocation of all his courtiers, and others who flock 
hither from every part to be prefent at the ceremonies ufed on the occafion of the cele- 
bration of the obfequies of the Kings, he pretends tq __| comfort to the fouls of his 
predeceffors. As however the ceremonies confift y of exceffes, it is by nv means 
wonderful thefe monarchs fhould perfift in their errors; they bewail the dead by dint 
of drinking, and defift trom leaping and dancing, then only when fatigue obliges them 
to ceafe. The order of this anniverfary is as follows : 

On the appointed day they repair to the mountain, and in the foreft find materials 
for feafting already prepared ; here they eat and drink fo plenteoufly, that throughout 
the week thefe orgies laft, no one knows his companion. 
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The King, who excites the company to drink, prides himfelf on being the beft and 
Sreateft toper of the affemblage; but the moft diverting part of the fcene is to fee a 
tropp of people drunk with wine, and fearcely able to fland, fo mad as to exhibit 
a mock-engagement. For this purpofe they divide themfelves into two parties, one 
Oppofite to the other, their bows in their hands, from which they inceflantly difcharge 
flights of arrows into the air as fignals of rejoicing. Now they advance towards each 
other like two battalions about to engage, now ftrive each party to break through the 
ranks of the one oppofed, mingling in a pleafing manner their forces, and playing off 
a number of manceuvres. Thofe who remain firm on the field of battle are acknow- 
ledged the moft valiant, and bear away the prize fet afide for thefe gambols; but the 
adjudgment, it will readily be conceived, is not always the moft correét, nor can thofe 
who beft fuftained the fhock at all times be rightly thought the braveft, as the conflid 
is between men fo deeply intoxicated as not to know their next companion. 

The feafling terminated, the King and all his courtiers pretend for three days to 
bewail the death of their former Kings ; after this period a demon enters into a Caffre 
forcerer, and fo well imitates the voice of the laft King whofe obfequies are celebrated, 
that every one is deceived, and imagines that it is the foul of the King from the other 
world, returned to teach the reigning prince how to govern his people, which fpeaks. 
‘The King now advances to confer with the, forcerer ; every one proftrates himfelf; and 
after other marks of refpe&t for the foul df the prince, all retire, and leave the King 
téte-A-téte with the man poffefled, who not only imitates the voice of the deceafed King, 
but {peaks in all kinds of languages if required, and holds converfation with the mo- 
narch with the fame familiarity a father would with a fon who might interrogate him 
on what is to happen in his kingdom. ‘The demon pretends to unfold the future, 
declares whether or no war will take place, and if the living King fhall prevail er be 
vanquifhed ; whether his fubjects fhall revolt ; and many other fimilar things, in which 
divers impoftures are dealt: and notwithftanding the King is aware of the cheat, he 
neverthelefs annually continues the farce on account of the profit he derives from it in 
prefents made on the occafion, and the efteem this mock-conference nourifhes for him 
in the minds of the people; thofe regarding him as the favourite of the fouls of the 
dead, and believing he holds converfe with them when he will; that he learns from 
them, as oracles, whatever paffes in his dominions; and is inftru@cd thus in the 
rule of government he fhould follow. 

It is not only at Sofala that recourfe is had to demons, the like praétice is common 
in China. Father Mendoza, in his hiftery of that country, relates thefe gentile bar- 
barians to be accuitomed to addrefs themfelves to demons, with whom they hold ccn- 
verfe at pleafure ; he even adduces an inftance to this effet; on failing from China to 
the Philippines in a Chinefe junk, fo dreadful a tempeft arofe that all on board gave 
themfelves up for loft. The Chinefe at this time began invoking their demons; the 
which perceiving the monks on board addrefled their prayers to heaven, and thefe pre- 
vented the effect of the incantations of the Chinefe; and as the infidels were {vlicitous 
of knowing why they received ne, fuccour when in fuch prefling need, and wherefore 
fo far from their danger as often before had been the cafe, it increafed, the 
demons, though they alone were the authors of the lie, were conftrained to acknow- 
ledge the truth of the cafe, contefling they were unable to effec any thing owing to 
the prayers of the monks on beard; a confeffion, however, which put thefe fervants 
of God in danger of being affaflinated every inftant by the Chinefe, and caft into the 
fea. Vie Chinefe at length added written invocations to thofe they had uttered aloud, 
to which they received for an{wer, that they had nothing to apprehend, as before three 
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days elapfed, they would arrive at the defired heaven in fafety. The falfity of this pre- 
dition was, however, made clear by the event, for the time expreffed was much ex- 
ceeded, and frefh tempefts arofe before they made the port, tempefts which vifibly 
abated at the interceflion and prayer of thefe good monks, as even the Chinefe them- 
felves aliowed. ‘This confeflion, indeed, on their part, extorted by the faét, was the 
caufe of fome among them abandoning their fuperftitions, and embracing the true 


religion. 
8 a 


CHAP. VIL. — Of the Obfervance on the part of the Caffres of certain Feftivals, during 
which no Labour is followed; and of the Punifbment inflicted by them on a Portuguefe, 
on occafion of bis killing a Calf on one of thefe facred Days. —Of the twenty-feven 
Paradifes they expect to find in another World, and the Chaftifement they will have to 
endure in one of the thirteen Hells they imagine to exift. 


IT is not without reafon the Caffres are regarded as one of the moft wicked and 
barbarous nations upon earth, for they are perfectly ignorant of all things neceffary to 
falvation. They are without religion, have neither temples nor altars, offer no facri- 
fices, have no minifters of worfhip, nor na te reprefenting a divinity, though they 
have a confufed idea, the refult of natural inftiné&t, which internally admonifhes them 
of the exiftence of fome preternatural principle. They hence acknowledge a God, 
who both in this and the world to come they fancy meafures retribution for the good 
and evil done in this. They likewife believe in the exiftence of twenty-feven paradifes, 
where every one enjoys a pleafure proportionate to the merits of his life. They do not 
conceive that animals a& from pure inftinét, but allowing them a reafonable faculty, 
hold them alike amenable with man to reward and punifhment, and affign them a 
{pecial feat of blifs, to which the fouls of Caffres will have accefs, thofe only excepted, 
who, notwithftanding they believe in a great God whom they call Molungo, have yet 
paffed their lives in wickednefs. Thefe, they fancy, will be condemned to a privation 
fyom the fight of his holy prefence, and fuffer torment in one of the thirteen hells they 
admit, each proportionate to the evil they have done. Thefe opinions are traditions 
handed down from father to fon, as they have no written teftimonies, and refrain from 
learning either to read or write. 

Notwithftanding thefe are merely traditions, they yet are firmly perfuaded of their 
truth, They, moreover, implicitly believe that monkeys have formerly been human 
beings, endowed with reafoning faculties equal to thofe of the human {pecies, and 
that even now they are dumb merely from apprehenfion that if they fhould talk they 
would be made to work. 

Though convinced of the exiftence of a Deity, they neither adore nor pray to him, 

_but addrefs themfelves wholly to their fovereigns, through whofe interceflion with 
heaven, as they hold him to be capable of converfing with the fouls of the dead, they 
look to obtain whatever they require. ‘ , 

The King, profiting by the fimplicity ofhis _—_, never grants them audience with- 
out they bring with them handfome prefents: hence thefe unfortunate beings, under 
the perfuafion that their King is a Deity, exhauft their utmoft means, and ruin them- 
felves in gifts to obtain with more facility what they need. Thus, proftrate at his feet, 
they implore of him, when the weather long continues dry, to intercede with heaven 
that they may have sain; and when too much rain has fallen, that they may have fair 
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weather ; ‘thus alfo in cafe of winds, forms, and every thing they would either depre- 
¢ate oF implore. 

The King, well convinced that he poffeffes no fuch power, and that fuch things 
depend on a great God, Lord of heaven and earth, never fails of returning an encou- 
raging anfwer, couched in general terms, telling’ them to go back to their houfes, 
that he will refle& on what they atk, that he will ufe his beft efforts for their comfort, 
#nd that, after a fhort time, if their wifhes fhould not be fatisfied, they muft again 
come to him to iterate their prayers without dread of tiring his patience, for that he 
deems it a pleafure to liften to the complaints of his people, that he may be employed 
in procuring a remedy as ample as his power admits. 

The people, notwithftanding they obtain nothing of what they afk from the King, 
ftill perfevere in their entreaties; and as they never go empty-handed to his prefence, 
but conftantly with prefents adequate to what they require, they ftrip themfelves of 
nearly all they are worth. In the mean time rain falls or ceafes 3; the wind, which cannot 
blow for ever, finks into a calm: but, inftead of attributing thefe events to the great 
Molungo, the immutable decrees of God who wilis the fucceffion of feafons, they 
afcribe them to the King, on whom the people rely, from the facility he pofleffes of 
communicating with the fouls of their Kings. ‘Thus does the King take advantage of 
the ignorance of his fubjeéts, and profit by popular fuperftition, which he promotes 
by a variety of illufive practices. 

On interrogating fome of the beft informed among them refpe€ting where they con- 
ceived the fouls of thofe to be who had lived a good life and fulfilled their moral 
duties upon earth, and whether they were in the heaven of Molungo, the anfwer was 
~— That this feat of beatitude was inhabited by God alone; that the bleft had for 
their abode certain delightful fpots, where they enjoyed three times thrice three times 
told that portion of enjoyment they had experienced in this life; that the fouls of men 
were imperifhable; and that the joys of the future life vaftly exceed whatever can be 

own on earth. Thefe opinions afford ground for belief, that at fome former period 
many among them enjoyed a knowledge of true religion ; and this is corroborated not 
only by their creed, refpecting the immortality of the foul, but alfo by their obfer. 
vance of occafional feftivals, with a ftri€tnefs which might put Chriftians to the bluth; 
for many Chriftians profane them by dedicating them to labour, or pay but little re. 
gard to their feftivals, whereas thefe infidels fcrupuloufly obey the law which forbids 
them to kill on thcfe days any living thing whatever, even for their fupport, as will 
be feen by the following relation. 

A Portuguefe merchant, travelling with his people from Sofala to Zimboé, was ob- 
liged, owing to bad weather, to remain during one of thefe feftivals in the town of 
Quiteva ; and, being ignorant of the rigorous law forbidding the killing of any animal 
on this day, he had an ox flaughtered for himfelf and his flaves. The Quiteva, to whom 
this was immediately reported by {pies maintained by him in the town, who bring him 
intelligence of all that paffes, was exceedingly angry that the Portuguefe fhould prefume 
to violate a day fo facred, and, punifhment for the crime committed againft the 
great Molungo, forbade either himfelt or his flaves to eat of the ox he had killed, and 
not only this, but ordered that it fhould be kept in his houfe till fuch time as the 
Mufimo, or faint of the day, whofe feftival it was, fhould come and confume it. 

The unfortunate Portuguefe, not daring after this order to touch the beaft, left it 
in the condition it was on his receiving the King’s command; and, as he had not 
hitherto withdrawn the entrails, the great heat which prevails at that feafon of the year 


foon rendered it putrid. It afterwards fmelt fo badly that the merchant could not bear 
the 
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the howfe, where however he was, by exprefs direction of the King, obliged to abide, 
as a punithment for having profaned the fanttity of the day. Prefents were now reforted 
to, but in vain; nothing could thake the refolution of the King, nor induce him to 
grant permiffion to flaughter another beait for the fupport of the Portuguefe and his 
fervants. Here may be remarked the religious fcrupulofity of this barbarous King, 
who preferred expofing a whole town to infetion from the putrefaction of the animal, 
to allowing the infra¢tion of the holy Jaw. ‘Fhis regularity in an infidel prince fhould 
ferve as an example to thofe Chriftians who have fo little regard for the due obfervance 
of the holy fabbath, and other feltivals. . 


« 


CHAP. VII. — Of the Title given by the Caffres to the Quiteva, efteemed by us injurious, 
and which with them are looked upon as honourable Diftinétions, and. of their Manner of 
Procedure on Trials. ‘A 
THE Quiteva has three or four hundred men for his guards, who are called Inficis, 

that is to fay, butchers or executioners, who faithfully execute his orders. on thofe 

whom their fovereign condemns to death. Indeed, their mere appearance occafions 
terror ; for with them they carry alP the inftruments requifite for the prompt execution 
cf their duty, according to the fentence pronounced, and without any form of pracels 
behead, hang, or otherwife put to death on the fpot, whenever the King condemns ; 
on this account all avoid coming in their way as much as poffible, left they fhould be 

the fubje& of their orders, or the victim of their error or indignation. i 
Previous to performing an office enjoined them, they affemble round the palace of 

the King, crying aloud, “ Inhama, Inhama,” words that fignify they are about to put 
fome one to death. With this object in view, they. carry a long cord round their necks, 
and another round their waift, for taking thofe with who are condemned ;. when they 
have in one hand a cutlafs, and in the other a large club, it is a fignal of fame one 
being to be beheaded. _As foon as the criminal is apprehended, they. give him a heavy 
blow on the head with the club, which felling him to the ground, they immediately 
fall upon him and cut off his head. 

There are other Caffres who are likewife attendants on the King, and are called 
Marombes. ‘Thefe furround the palace, and fing the praife of the King, whom they 
term lord of the fun and moon, king of the earth, of mountains, woods, and forelts, 
the conqueror of his enemies, great in all things, the great forcerer, the great thief, the 
great lion, giving him aifo the name of other beafts, names which are not confidered 
injurious, provided they be accompanied by the defignation Great: when the King travels 
to any part alfo, he is attended by muficians who fing his praife. ‘ 

_ Of thefe people the King makes ufe for carrying his orders where requifite, and 

wherever they pafs all are emulous of entertaining them in the beft poffible manner, and 

of making them the moft valuable prefents. If any thing attra¢ts their fancy, they give 

a hint of its pleafing them firft, but if the poffeffor- fhould not of himfelf be fo com- 

plaifant to prefent it to them, they are impudent enough to feize upop it without any 

daring to refit them ; fo far from it, every one efteems himfelf fortunate provided he 
fhould have any thing worthy acceptance, Sometimes, indeed, they are guilty of outs 
rage on individuals to poffefs themfelves of their property ; and at others they meet 
with people who refift their depredations, and oblige them, to undergo one. of the three 
following ordeals for difcovering the truth before the judge. sh 
e 
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The modes of adminiftering juftice are three, by what are termed oaths, but which 
are frightful procefles. The firlt confifts in fwallowing poifon without ill confequences ; 
the fecond in licking a bar of red-hot iron; and the third in {wallowing bitter water 
without inconvenience. 

The firft of thefe oaths or ordeals is termed by the Caffres, Lucafle. A vafe full of 
poifon is prefented to the perfon, who by oath is to purge himfelf of a crime with which 
he is charged, and who is affured that it will do him no harm provided he be innocent ; 
but alfo, provided he be guilty and conceal the truth, that it will furely prove his death. 
The dread of this trial often induces criminals to confefs the deeds they are charged 
with, which are exemplarily punifhed ; for the judge condemns the aggreffor or he who 
made falfe depofition, together with his wife and children, to become for ever the flaves 
of the injured party, and half his goods and poffeflions advert to that party, and half 
to the crowh. But what is moft aftonifhing, if the perfon accufed be innocent, the 
poifon does him no injury whatever, whereas if he be guilty he expires immediately 
after fwallowing the draught. 

The fecond oath or ordeal is termed Xoqua: a piece of iron is heated red-hot in a 
furnace, from which it’ is taken by a pair of tongs, and prefented to the perfon who 
has to undergo the proof, and who is direéted to lick it, with affurance that his inno- 
cence or guilt will appear by the experiment; for that, if he be criminal, it will not 
only burn his tongue but his face alfo, but that if guilty it will do him no injury. The 
afpedt of this frightful apparatus fo much terrifies the unfortunate beings, fubjeét to its 
proof, as to make’ them fweat and tremble exceedingly, and almoft become petrified, 
wavering in irrefolution whether to maintain their falfity or confefs their crime, in 
order to avoid a torture capable of drawing: confeflion of that even of which they have 
not been guilty. What, however, is certainly fhameful, fome Chriftians have been 
known to fubject their flaves to this ordeal; and of them feveral have even for three 
fucceflive times licked a red-hot bar without experiencing the leaft hurt, 

The third oath or ordeal is not equally dangerous with the preceding. It is termed 
by the Caffres, Calang. A beverage is compofed of difagreeable herbs boiled in a pot, 
the juice of which is exceedingly bitter, and this is prefented to the accufed with ad. 
monifhment, that if innocent he will take the whole at a draught, and vomit it back 
without ary confequence ; but that he-muft take care of what he is about to do, fince 
if culpable, and defirous yet of deceiving, and feeming innocent, on {wallowing the 
{malleft portion of the beverage it will choak him, an event which has oftentimes 
occurred. é 

One is at lofs to what, unlefs the interpofition of the Deity, a circumftance fo ex- 
‘traordinary is to be afcribed. It is poffible, that divine interference may on fuch occa- 
fions be exercifed for the manifeftation of the innocence of the perfon accufed, and to 
draw down a merited chaftifement on the guilty. This ordeal is indifputably founded 
on holy writ, for in the Old Teftament are many examples almoft in every refpe€t ac- ” 
cordant. In the book of Numbers, chap. v. efpecially, it is ftated as an ordonnance, 
when a hufvand difputes the fidelity of his wife, that he fhould conduct her to a Levite, 
who fhould adminifter to her certain bitter waters to drink, and that if fhe had been 
unfaithful, her entrails in confequence would be fo powerfully affected that fhe would 
fhorily after burft, but that if innocent they would do her no harm. ; 
.. ‘There is, moreover, in Sardinia, a certain well, the waters of which are in no refpe@ 
lefs- miraculous ; for if an individual has been guilty of robbery, or if any defire exift 
of knowing the truth of any fecret or important aétion, in one or the other cafe, pro- 
vided the perfon fufpeted in the one inftance of theft, or in the other of falfehood, be 
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brought to the well, and his face © vwathed with the‘water drawn from it, if he be 
guilty he immediately becomes blind, but if innocent, it will benefit and ftrengthen 
the fight. 


CHAP. IX.—Of the ridiculous Drefs of the Caffres ; their fingular Manner of cufiing 
their Hair, fo different from that of the Quiteva, who wears a Refemblance of Four 
Horns on bis Head, his Subjects being allowed but three.—Of their Mode of bunting. 


ALL the Caffres are well made, and of good appearance ; but they render them- 
{elves ridiculous by the extravagant mode of their drefling their hair, which is frizzled 
and cut in fuch manner as to prefent the appearance of horns on each fide of the head, 
and on their forehead *; to keep it ereét, they tic the hair round a ftick witha kind of 
grafs, which ferves them for ribbons. T his practice they adopt, as they fay, to imitate 
male animals, on whom nature has beftowed the ornament of horns to diftinguifh them 
from females; women, that art may prefent the fame diftinGtion with the human, as 
nature does with the brute creation, are prohibited from wearing their hair dreffed in 
this manner. Moreover, as well in the difpofition as the number of the horns, there 
is a difference between the Quiteva and his fubjetts; this prince wearing one on 
his forehead half a foot long, two others above his ears, and one on the nape of his 
neck, whereas his fubjeéts are permitted to wear no more than three. , 

There is little difference between the drefs of the fovereign and the great, and that 
of the common people: the former are clad, from the waift downwards, in a robe of cot- 
~ ton or filk; the latter in the fkins of monkeys, or other animals killed in hunting. Thofe 
who are deftitute of means to clothe themfelves go entirely naked, without any one 
taking exception ; the more wealthy wear at times Machiras, or long cloaks, which 
train on the ground. ‘Thefe are worn faftened to the left fhoulder only ; and the length 
of the train of them is deemed to add to the gravity of the walk of the wearers while 
jt denotes the eafe of their circumftances. As to what regards hofe, thoes and ftock- 
ings are unknown, the King and the people alike going bare-foot, that they may be more 
ative in running and hunting. 

‘They have ever been paflionately attached to the latter exercife, lefs for the pleafure 
it affords, than from their antipathy to labour, being naturally fo idle, that when obliged 
to remain at home, they pafs the day in drinking, dancing, and jumping, leaving to 
their wives the culture of the ground, and {pending ‘their whole lives in paftime and 
pleafure; this indeed fo generally, that there are ndexceptions but a. fmall number of 
artifans, employed in fabricating cloths and ftuffs of cotton-wool, and in tipping their 
arrows, in arming their clubs with iron, and fabricating offenfive and defenfive weapons, 
as well for ufe in war as in bunting. , 

_ When a hunting-party is propoled, the people go out conftantly accompanied by the 
majority of their moft intimate friends, and efpecially when the Quiteva intends a royal 
hunt. On this laft occafion, all the Caffres of the neighbourhood of the {pot where it 
is to take place, are advifed of his intention, and aflemble to the number of four or 
five hundred men. Thefe furround fome wood in which they know there is game, 
keeping clofe together, penetrate the clofeft thickets, ejaculate loud cries, beat the 


* Mofes in ancient paintings, is reprefented with two horns on the head. Was this mode of drefling 
the hair ever common in Egypt? and did the Egyptians, in this cafe, fet the fathion themfelves, or re~ 
ceive it from the Ethiopians? Enc. Trays. : 
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bufhes, and fo intimidate the tenants of the fore&t, little accuftomed to hear the filence 
of their fhades invaded by the fhouts. of man, that they leave their haunts and peaceable 
retreats to fly for fafety to the open country. Here they find themfelves befet by a 
multitude of hunters and hound’, by whom they are purfued and overwhelmed with 
clouds of arrows. It is only when the monarch is prefent, that a lion is allowed to be 
kilfed, for of all his titles, that on which he moft prides himfelf, is king of thefe ani- 
mals; fuch as fhould prefume to violate the ordinance which profcribes the hunting of 
lions, except on occafion of the prefence of the king, would expofe himfelf to be” 
feverely muléted, or even perhaps to the penalty of death. 


CHAP. X.—Of three Medes of bunting ufual with the Caffres ; and of what befel a 
certain Portuguefe, who in the Abfence of the Quiteva, happened to kill a Lions 


THERE refided at Sofala a certain Portuguefe, called Rodriguez Lobo, who had fo 
much ingratiated him(elf with the Quiteva, that he obtained from him a grant of the 
major part of the ifland of Maroopa, on the river Sofala. This monarch, imitating 
the condué of other fovereigns towards their favourites, ftrove by every means to 
aggrandize Lobo, and elevate him above the reft of his courtiers; and, to crown his 
largeffes, beftowed on him the title of his wife, as one of the moft ftriking tokens of 
his attachment. Rodriguez, who, on his fide, was as little free as others from the: 
common failing of favourites, of abufing the confidence of their prince, imagined all 
was permitted him, confcious, as he was, of the king having ordered all his fubjects to 
treat him as his wife. He, confequently, one day affembled a number of friends and 
flaves to take the diverfion of hunting, and, roufing a lion, he fhot at and killed the 
beaft, notwithftanding he knew that an aétion of this kind was prohibited under penalty 
of death. The favourite, whofe good fortune had drawn on him a hoft of enemies,. 
was fhortly after denounced to the King, as a violator of the law; the denouncers 
thinking thereby to ruin him in the royal efteem, and, by his difgrace, to pave the 
way to their own advancement. ‘Their defign fucceeded ; they found the king difpofed 
to chaftife the prefumption of Rodriguez, and make him an example to the whole king. 
dom, which fhould deter others from daring to repeat fuch deeds in oppofition to his 
decrees. 

Lobo, aware of his crime, and fearful left his enemies fhould prevail to his prejudice, 
had recourfe to {tratagem. He caufed the lion to be covered with leaves as if he would 
conceal it, and, éaveloping it witha number of pieces of cloth, prefented it in this ftate 
to the king, to whom he diregted to be ftated, that Rodriguez Lobo, whom he had 
honoured with the title of his well-beloved wife, while hunting, was attacked by a lion 
whofe fury threatened his life; and that, defirous of preferving it, lefs on his own 
account than for the fatisfaction of his lord, for whom he lived more than for himfelf,. 
he had lanced a javelin at, and killed the terrible animal ; and the better to fulfil his 
vengeance for the daringnefs of the beaft, he had thought right to fend it to him as the 
gyeat king of the lions, that his orders might juftify the deed, which in itfelf was in- 
nocent; and that his fubjeéts might look upon it as one of which he moft humbly befought 
his Majefty to believe he could not premeditatedly have been guilty. The. handfome 
turn given to this fpeech by Rodriguez Lobo fo much pleafed the King, that he fent 
him word he might make himfelf eafy on the fcore of the lion, fince he might have 
been in fome danger from it ; and that 2 future he was at liberty, as long as any en 
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remained on his ifland, to facrifice as many as he pleafed, either for his amufement, or 
to revenge their depredations. The courtiers, who were prefent at this determination 
of the fovereign, applauded its propriety, and were ag loud in the praife of Rodriguez 
as they had fhortly before been violent againft him. In the mean-time, that his favou- 
rite might be juftified in the eyes of the people, he iffued a proclamation, by which all 
people, Rodriguez Lobo his dear wife alone excepted, were prohibited, under pain of 
death and confifcation of all their goods, from killing lions. 

The Caffres being expert hunters, ufe a variety of means in furprifing animals: fome- 
times they dig pits four or five feet deep, and feven or eight long, but wider at the top 
than the bottom : thefe they cover with branches of trees and ftraw, in order that the 
more weighty animals, tigers for example and elephants, falling into them, may be fo 
much hurt as to be unable to releafe themfelves, and thus remain at the difcretion of the 
hunters, to perifh of hunger, or by fhots or arrows. : 

At other times they furround the coverts in which the game lie, as I have before 
defcribed, and oblige them to take to the river; when, from the oppofite fide, they 
fhoot at them till fome lucky arrow pierces a mortal part. 

Now again, when the equinodtial rains fwell the volume of the river and make it 
overflow, and the wild beafts are driven from their holds by the inundation, they await 
them on the upper grounds, whither théy repair to avoid the waters, and find them 
colleéted in fuch numbers, that fearcely an arrow is fhot but kills fome or other of the 
herds; for, on this occafion, though their natural ferocity at other times is fuch that 
they prey on each other, this fiercendfs undergoes a change which is furprifing ; they 
feem united as much as when they entered into the ark, and peaceably collec in bands 
and herds as if the common danger alone engroffed their faculties, and rendered them 
common friends. 

The lord of the ifland in the river, folicitous once of exhibiting a hunting match 
to Father Dos Santos, affembled more than five hundred men, armed with bows ° 
and arrows and fome match locks. On entering the wood they killed three wild boars, 
and purfued feveral others, as well as fome elephants and tigers, which were fo much 
intimidated that they fled to another quarter 5 while, however, they were in purfuit of 
thefe, they found a young lion and a tiger whelp, which they captured, and which were 
prefented to Father Dos Santos; he accepted them with great pleafure, but foon had 
yeafon to repent his poffeflion of them, for the mother-tiger {centing her young in 
his houfe, came the following night, making hideous outcries in the neighbourhood as 
if ready to devour all the inhabitants, and dafhing with violence againft the doors and 
windows, a practice fhe repeated four nights running. But whether tigers cannot 
bear confinement, whether the whelp was too young to be parted from its mother, it 
died at the end of the fourth day; and the carcafe being thrown into the fields, was 
not found again on the next morning, whence it was fuppofed the mother had borne 
it away. 

At scares time Father Dos Santos, in company with another monk, were much 
terrified at fecing a Caffre making towards them at full fpeed, and feemingly adr,onith- 
ing them of fome danger they did not perceive. On his joining them, however, they 
found his motive to be merely to induce them to quicken their pace that they might 
behold fix lions, which had juft paffed the river, and which were traverfing a neigh- 
bouring valley.. The monks made hafte towards the fpot, but not trufling teo much 
either to the Caffres or the liong, which were vifible only by the trace they made in 
the grafs, of great height and very'thick, they had the precaution to take their ftation 
on the fummit of a hill. : 
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The monks, who paffed the night here, towards day break overheard the roaring of 
lions and tigers, feemingly difputing the prey one ‘of them had taken, This as he 
devoured kept growling at and’ @reatening the others to prevent their feizing it from 
him. maps 

Tigers are fo fond of human flefh, whether alive or dead, that in the latter cafe, 
when they {cent the putrifying bodies, they enter the places of fepulture to tear them 
from their graves ; to prevent this, the graves are dug to fome depth, and over them a 
Jarge ftone is laid. One morning a dead tiger was found on a tomb, after vain efforts 
to tear from the grave beneath a body which was interred, arid after, in the attempt, 
having dug a grave fcr himfelf, in which he expired of old age, wounds, and 
hunger. : . 

PBefidgs lions, tigers, and leopards found in this country, naturalifts relate that it pro- 
duces reptiles called Inhazaras*, which have four toes to the fore feet, and five to the 
hinder ; they live like rabbits in warrens, whence they occafionally go abroad for fub- 
fiftence, and feed on ants. Many affirm they fubfift on air,” grounding their opinion 
on the circumftance of nothing but air being found in their entrails after their death ; 
but the moft probable matter, as they have no teeth, is, that ants are their fupport, 
for they are conftantly found near ant-nefts with their mouth open and tongue pro- 
truded, whence the little induftrious inhabitants, continually fallying forth to fwell 
their wintry ftore, colle&t on the tongue of the Inhazara, as if they would carry it 
away to their hoard ; and when this reptile feels its tongue fufficiently loaded it draws 
it in, clofes its jaws, and at once devours the [ittle family which hoped to eat him 
piece-meal. 


CHAP. XL—Of the uncertain Abades of the Caffres, who pitch their Tents where Plenty 
reigns. The Manner in which their Law-fuits are terminated, whether before the 
King or Governors of Provinces.—Their Mode of making Wine from Milet and Rice. 


THE Caffres, being naturally idle and averfe from labour, conftantly pitch for their 
refidence on fpots productive of abundance of the means of fupport, which, however, 
it is difficult for them to find, as they commonly remove in bodies of from three to 
four thoufand, and encamp now in one now in another quarter; and as they do not 
very willingly quit their abodes, though but of, ftraw, when they begin their march 
their camp is fet on fire in order that none may linger or return; when they arrive at 
a {pot fuited to their purpofe they conftru& others. Their ftock of moveables is very 
flender, confifting merely of a bow and arrows for each male, a fingle pot for each 
family, in which their millet and rice is cooked, and two fpoons, one for ftirring their 
rice and another to eat with. In general they fleep on a mat of reeds fpread on the 
ground ; and in the midft of winter they kindle a fire in the middle of the houfe, round 
which each places himfelf to fleep or reft. Their idlé nature inclines them to prefer 
dwelliag in woods and forefts, rather than in the open country, that they may not 
have to go too far in fearch of what is neceffary for them ; and here they build their 
huts, and live like wild beafts; when weary of one abode changing it for another, 
efpecially at the injunction of their captain or governor. 

As for any difputes which may arife between the different individuals of an encamp- 
ment, the captain or chief of it, who is appointed hy the king, fits as judge and de- 
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eides fummarily, without any appeal being allowed to the fovereign, who merely takes™ 
cognizance of matters of greater confequence. In the inftance either of the fovereign 
or the chief of an encampment fitting as judge, the parties plead their own caufe in 
court, the injurious praétice of employing lawyers and council being unknown, After 
hearing the caufe, the judge gives fentence ; the party who lofes forfcits all his property, , 
of whieh one half goes to the judge, and the refidue to the one who gains the fui. 

Hunting is not only a paftime, it is with them indifpenfable, as they principally de- 
pend on it for fubfiitence: and when it chances they are unfuccefsful, they live on whats 
ever kind of animal comes in their way; for example, monkeys, cats, rats, &c. 
making up with fith and vegetables; but their principal food confifts of millet and rice, 
both which likewife yield them a kind of wine. 

When about to prepare this wine, they foak the requifite quantity of millet in water, 
leaving it for two or three days till it begins to four; afterwards, taking it out, ‘it is 
faffered to drain the fpace of two or three hours; they next place it in a mortar, in 
which it is pounded till reduced to a pafte; this done, a cauldron half full of water 
is placed over the fire, into which, when it begins to boil, as much of the patte before 
defcribed-is* gradually thrown in as of rice flour, and the mixture is ftirred up thatit 
may unite; when the quantity intended to be prepared is thus blended together, and 
the whole has well boiled, the cauldron is taken off the fire that the beverage may cool : 
the drink is called Pombé ; the boiled grain ferves for food. 

This extract of rice and the pafte of millet, after remaining at reft for two or three 
days, heats and ferments, nearly in the fame manner as new wine does with us; but 
the people never drink of it rill the fermentation’ has ceafed, when they ufe it with 
fuch little moderation as often to become intoxicated: in order that they may ‘con. 
ftantly have ftore, they every day make a freth fupply, for the longer it remains fo as to 
become four and what we fhould deem fpoiled, the better they reckon it, the more 
anxious after it they become, and attribute to it the greater virtue. 

‘Thofe not partial to this beverage make another, compofed of certain herbs refembling , 
the Cointre ; of thefe they afterwards take the leaves, which, drying and reducing to 
powder, they eat, and find highly nutritious. By eating thefe leaves, and drinking 
the water in which they have been infufed, they fubfift for days together, taking 
nothing elfe. 


CHAP. XIl.—How the Quiteva wifhes to be thought the only Sorcerer in the Kingdom, 
and of the Punifhment incurred by thofe who affume this Title—Of the fuperftitious 
Ceremonies cbferved by the Caffres at their Nuptials ; and the injurious Epithets beflowed 
on their Slaves. 


THE Quiteva, efteeming as honorary diftinCtions titles which with us would be 
regarded as offenfive, is fo jealous of that of forcerer that he forbids all his fubjeCts under 
~ pain of death to affume it without his permiflion, being unwilling to fhare_ this coveted 
privilege, other than with his deareft confidants, to whom he grants it as a {pecial 
favour: fo much is this the cafe, that if any rogue fufpected of withcraft be found, 
it is allowable to put him to death; and the murderer, far from incurring a penalty, 
is rewarded with half the property of the perfon flain, while the other half belongs to 
the King. : 
If any one difcovering a malefa&tor takes upon himfelf to purfue him in order to 
obtain fentence for the crimes of which he may have been guilty, and he be condemned, 
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athe perfon thus engaging on this obje€t becomes matter of his fate, whether to live or 


* 


die. If he preferve his life, the By wee afterwards remains his flave, and is known 
folely by the name of the crimes of which he has been guilty, fuch as thief, mur. 
derer, &c.; and this that the wretch, continually hearing thefe names repeated, may 
be put in mind of the crime of which he has been guilty, and which has reduced 
him to flavery, may be rendered more humble, and bear in memory the laws he has 
violated, and the punifhment, “but for the mercy of his matter in commuting it for 
flavery, he would have undergone. . 

The King, defirous of being efteemed the only forcerer within his dominions, is in 
confequence the only one who enjoys the title ; ‘this, however, is no impediment to 
the conftant facrileges of the fuperftitious Caffres: thefe never begin any the flighteit 
affair, neither fow, plant, nor fet out on a journey without confulting, by cafting lots, 
on ¢he fate ef the undertaking ; when, fhould chance be adverfe to their withes and 
expectations, they lay the blame on their images, which they abule and ill-treat in con. 
fequence. hat they may never be devoid of means of divining the future, they 
always carry about them certain round pieces of wood, with a hole through the middle, 
which they throw in the fame manner as we do dice ; and notwith{tanding the vanity 
of this idle piece of fuperftition, they neverthelefs are exceedingly partial to its 

ractice, : 

R Others there are who imitate the Chinefe in their manner of telling fortunes, In 
this view they play at a game of hazard before their idols, and fhould chance be againit 
them kick and box their idols, but if after this corre€tion, on purfuing their experiments 
they fhould continue unfuccefsful, they burn the hands and feet of them in the fire ; 
fhould ill fortune ftill attend them, they caft the idols on the ground, trample them under 
feet, and dafh them about with fuch force as to break them in pieces. Some indeed,’ 
who fhow greater veneration to their images, content themfelves with fettering and 
binding them till they have obtained their end; but fhould not this take place as early 
as their impatience looks for, they faften them to a cord and gradually let them down 
into the water, even to the bottom, thus trufting to force them to be propitious: if 
after this, good fortune fhould not follow, the idols are then withdrawn from the water, 
the patience of even thefe milder Caffres becomes exhaufted, and the images are fubjected 
to the groffeft indignities. 

Thele people are not fuperftitious merely in matters dependant on chance, they are 
fo in what regards their nuptials, The.bridegroom muft meet with a man ftrong 
enough to carry him on his back to the abode of his intended fpoufe without halting ; 
fhould he ftop by the way the wedding does not take place on that day, but is deferred to: 
a future period. 

When a young man feels difpofed_to marry, he applies to the father and mother of 
his intended, and treats with them for their daughter, not as for a companion and wife, 
but as fora flave, bargaining with them in like manner we would do for merchandize, 
and haggling about the number of cows and theep to be given in exchange. The price 
being at length fettled, the relatives and friends of both parties affemble to celebrate 
the marriage, and the bridegroom being carried by fome friend without refting from his 
own hovfe to the Houfe of his bride, the exchange is made, and the parties attending 
make prefents to the newly-joined couple, of rice, millet, and other things neceflary to 
begin houfe-keeping. : 

‘The title of flave would certainly be more appropriate to the newly-married bride 
than that of wife, for provided the hufband after marriage fhould be tired of his com. 
panion, he isat liberty to fend her back to her parents, who are obliged to receive her 

again 
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again; thefe may again fell her to any other perfon, her firft hufband ceafing to have 
any controul over her. Thus the only advantage accruing to the wife or her parents 
is the cattle given in barter. “By fuch means thofe fathers of families whofe daughters . 
are numerous, become wealthy. But this renunciation which is allowed to the hufband, 
is not alike permitted by the law of the country to the wife, in order no doubt to pre- - 
vent the great plurality and frequent change of hufbande which would otherwife be the 
confequence, The man is not reftricted to any number of wives, but is free to pur- 
chafé and keep as many as he can maintain. - 

Before they marry, thefe people pay attention whether or no the flave they are about 
to purchafe, has either any part of the body, the eye-brows or eyes, ofa white colour 3. 
this fometimes happens to be the cafe, and is a fource of great alarm to a Caffre, who 
imagines fuch to be children of the devil, not being able to comprehend how it is 
poflible their wives fhould produce white children. ° It is related that in the year 1600, 
Don Jerome Continho, on his return from the Indies, where he commanded the forces 
of Portugal, brought with him a girl with eyes entirely white, but fhe died at fea,. after. 
the veffel in which fhe came had paffed the ifland of St.Helena. 

Among this people are women who are in a manner favages, and perpetually dwell 
among the woods; when near the time of their pregnancy, they are conftantly in 
motion, like does, running by the fide of bufhes in order to lefien the pains of child-birth 
by the odours they inhale ; what however jis ftill more fingular, as foon as they are 
delivered, they feck fonie {pring or fountain in which to wath both themfelves and their 
offspring, and return to their dwellings, where they. continue to follow their houfehold 
affairs in the fame manner as if nothing had happened, though oftentimes they will’ 
have produced two and even three children at a birth. Moreover, as’ their means- 
would be inadequate to the fupport of fo many young ones ata time, God provides for 
the exigence by beftowing on the men breafts of milk as amply fupplied as thofe of the 
women, as was feen by ourfelves in the inftance of a perfon of the name Pedro de. 
Sofala, whofe wife died after having brought forth a girl. This unfortunate father 
poffefling no means of maintaining a nurfe for fuckling his child, placed it to his own 
breaft, and fuckled it the fpace of a year; he would have done a ftill longer time: 
indeed, had not the infant died, after which the breafts of this charitable father ceafed. 
to give milk. Like inftances, however extraordinary, have often occurred in the town 
of Sofala, as wellas at Hormouz ; and a fimilar event is related to have taken place in 
the town of Moura in Portugal, where an old man, fixty years of. age, and obliged 
to fupport himfelf by the {weat of his brow, did notwithftanding fuckle from his 
breafts the two orphans of a female relation. 

In an ifland called Inhaquea, between Sofala and the River Luabo, an old woman of 
fixty years of age becoming pregnant, produced a child; and notwithftanding her 
great age, reared it and gave it fuck herfelf. 

._ However barbarous thefe people be by nature, they yet are not devoid of feeling for 
their children; thefe they rear with niceft care, and for their provifion ftrive to amafs 
what property they can. But as the King is fo perfe@tly abfolute as at pleafare to dif. 
pofe of the property and even the lives of all his fubjets, thefe, as foon as they have 
amafled a property which may invite the eye of cupidity, prepare to lofe it; being fatis- 
fied that, foon or late, imaginary crimes will be imputed to them, of which they will 
be adjudged guilty, that opportunity may be offered of confifcating what they poffefs 
to the King; hence it isa current faymg among them, that whatever they amafs by 
their toil. and induftry, does not belong to themfelves but to the fovereign, regarding 
themfelves merely as the depofitaries of what fome day muft pals to him, and their 
children be unjuftly deprived of, 2 
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CHAP. XII.—Of the four Ambaffadors fent by the Quiteva to collect Tribute, the firft 
of whom reprefents the King himfelf, the fecond his Mouth, the third his Eyes, and the 
Sourth bis Ears. : 


WHEN the time for collecting the annual tribute is at hand, the King feledts dour 
ambaffadors forthe purpofe of receiving it, each of whom has a diftinét title. The 
whole four reprefent the Quiteva himfelf, but efpecially the firit, who is treated with 
the moft profound refpect ; he, that he may prelerve a proportionate dignity, remains 
perpetually filent. The fecond is termed the King’s mouth, his function, to interpret 
the orders of the monarch, and explain the fubjeét of his embaffy. The third is deno- 
minated the King’s eye, his duty, diligently to remark whatever paffes on the embafly, in 
order on his return that he may render a faithful account, and efpecially to have a 
fharp look after the number and quality of the articles prefented, that none may be 
pilfered, nor any of value be fubftituted by thofe of lefs. The fourth bears the name of 
the King’s ears, his charge, to fee and hear every thing, and chiefly to watch that the 
ambaffador who fpeaks, does not either augment or diminifh aught contained in his 
inftructions, the particulars of which are detailed to the three others. The Caffres 
generally call thefe ambaffadors Mutumos ; they are always the chiefs of the kingdom, 
and particularly he who reprefents the fovereign’s perfon ; this individual is one of his 
fons, and in confequence is treated with greater deference by the people than the reft. 
‘Thefe four ambaffadors take with them more than a hundred Caffres, deftined to carry 
the articles of tribute received. When they approach a {pot where they intend to fo- 
journ, they fend an exprefs to the captain or governor of the diftri€t, to inform him of 
their arrival, in order that he may come out to meet and render them the cuftomary 
honours. ‘The captain, on receiving the information, advances to meet them as far as 
the entrance into the town, accofnpanied by a number of muficians and dancers, who 
play and exhibit their gambols before the ambafladors in the proceflion, while the noife 
of the drums, in unifon with the public acclamations, fill the air with a pleafing fym~- 
phony. The Caffres of the embafly march in a body, but their apparel is plain and 
uncoftly, their only ornament being a coronet on the head, made of hen’s feathers, and 
adjufted after a particular manner. This troop marches before the four Mutumos, 
who take ftation according to their rank; the laft, being of higheft dignity, has the 
greateft number of people about him. When they reach the entrance into the town, 
the governor, who is there in waiting, receives them with all imaginable refpect, and 
conduéts them through the croud to the apartments: prepared for their reception. 

On entering the gates of towns which are fortified, it is cuftomary to falute the 
Mutumos by a difcharge of artillery. Thefe gentlemen, on their firft vifiting Sofala 
after it was poffeffed by the Portuguefe, were not a little alarmed at the report of the 
artillery, and imagining that fuch loud firing could not be without fome danger to 
their perfons, they begged as a favour of the governor of Sofala to difcharge no more 
cannon, as the mere report had already caufed the death of one of the attendants on the 
embaffay, who was aétually killed with dread ; recovering afterwards from their con- 
fterriation, they expreffed a with to fee the artillery. This, at firft, they viewed froma 
refpectful diftance ; but, familiarifed with the fight of it by degrees, they ventured at 
length to touch the guns, but never were able fo far to furmount their fears as to 
fland before the mouths of them, efpecially the three great pieces at the entrance of 
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As long as they ftay, nothing goes forward but feafting and entertainment : at length 
the tribute due to the Quiteva is demanded, and after it has been paid, the ambafladors 
are conducted out of the town with the fame ceremonies they experienced on their en- 
trance. They then immediately return to the Quiteva, to whom they render account 
of all that has paffed, and in whofe magazines all the rice and millet they have col- 
leéted is depofited. The taxes levied on the Caffres are much heavier than thofe exatted, 
from the Portuguefe, the former paying three pieces out of each twenty, the latter but 
one. Thefe proportions are rigoroufly attended to by the ambaffadors, for fhould they 
depart from the regulations prefcribed to them, the king would punifh them with 
feverity ; whereas by attending duly to the object of their miffion, they are fure of a 
liberal reward. 


CHAP. XIV.—Of certain Birds of Prey which fly away with Terrefrial Animals of 
the largeft Size, and afterwards let them fall, to kill and devour them. Of Terreftriat 
and Marine Crocodiles; the Manner of taking them; and of the Mermaid and its 
Virtues. 


PAOLO Marco the Venetian relates, in his third book, chap. iv. that in the ifland 
St. Lawrence* are certain birds of immenfe fize and fuch prodigious ftrength as to be 
able to bear away even elephants in their claws, and fly off with them with incredible 
fpeed ; but being unable to fupport for any length of time fo great a weight, they let 
their burthen drop from as high a point as they can reach, in order to killit with the 
fall, when they pounce upon and devour it. 

A Portuguefe travelling inland one day to purchafe ivory, and feeling tired with lead- 
ing a large monkey which weighed more than fifteen pounds, he faftened it with an iron 
chain to the trunk of a tree; after taking reft for a time, he perceived the air dark- 
ened as if by a cloud about to burft over him, when raifing his eyes, he ‘diftinguifhed 
the obfcurity to be occafioned by the body and wings of a bird of prey, which had borne 
away his monkey, together with the tree to which it was faftened, and which he let 
drop from a confiderable height to prey upon after thus killing it. In confequence of 
accidents of this nature the inhabitants of thefe parts are accuftomed to keep conftant 
watch, and in order to be fecure from depredations are conftantly armed. 

In the river of Sofala are many crocodiles, which are carnivorous, -and live on fuch 
animals and human beings as venture into the river. The Negroes 2nd Moors, though 
ufed to the country and thefe animals, with difficulty at times efcape their murderous 
jaws, when they repair for water to the rivers banks; for they have the cunning to lie 
flat on their bellies for fear of being feen, and only rife to rufh on their prey; this if 
they feize, they bear with them to the bottom of the river to devour it; which they 
are unable to do out of the water, as they have no tongue to affift them in fwal- 
lowing, but wafh down their food by taking a gulp of water as often as they would 
fwallow what they have mafticated. Notwithftanding the voracity of thefe animals is 
without parallel, they yet never eat food which is tainted; ftill the ftench proceed- 
ing from their throat is fo great that it attraéts flies im abundance, which the animal 
enclofes in one tomb by fhutting its jaws, and thus obtains other nourifhment. 

The whole difference between’ young and old crocodiles confifts in the former leaving 
the river every morning and evening to bafk, lying on their belly in the fun, while 
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the latter feldom entirely leave the water; when out of the water, however, both the 
one and the other lofe their natural ferocity, and alarmed at the leaft noife, except 
indeed when driven by hunger to extremity, fly for refuge to the river. 

Gabriel Robel relates, in his book on the remarkable things of the Molucca iflands, 
that thefe iflands contain many fea crocodiles with four eyes, two in the head and two 
in the throat. Thefe crocodiles have many rows of teeth, which are exceedingly filthy, 
as they are unable to clean them with their tongue, though this fpecies of crocodile 
poffeffes one. : * 

When the crocodiles are about to lay their eggs, théy dig a hole, advancing on to 
the fhore for the purpofe, as deep as they are able, and in this depofit a number at 
once, covering them with fand, and trufting to the warmth of the fun to hatch them. 
The young, as foon,as they break the fhell, though born on fhore, immediately take 
to the watér, and never return without committing ravages which render them mott 
unwelcome neighbeurs to the inhabitants of the country, who are forbid under pain 
of death killing any of them. The caufe afligned for this prohibition is, that the liver 
of this animal is one of the moft fubtil poifons that can be. Some writers indeed ree 
late, that it bears about it an antidote; but as thefe are two contrarieties fo fingular, it 
is difficult for one to credit they fhould exift in the fame animal. Still we read, that in 
the peninfula of Malacca trees grow with roots, part of which are poifon, and part of 
them antidotes ; a circumftance fimilar to which is remarked by Father Mendoza in 
his book. on the New World. 

Though crocodiles are carnivorous, and fubfift wholly on the flefh of animals and 
human beings, yet has God endowed this country with a fimple called nicirini, growing 
on the margin of the river Sofala, with which the people who are acquainted with its 
virtues having rubbed themfelves, the crocodiles dare not venture near to bite them, . 
and if they fhould their teeth become foft as wax, and without ftrength. When the 
Caffres with to prove if the herb they imagine -be the real one pollefling thefe qualities, 
they place it on their head, and if they find it fofteri their teeth, they rub the whole of 
their body with it before they enter the water, fafe by this precaution from the bite of 
the crocodile. . 

The interdi& of the Quiteva againft killing crocodiles is confined to his own de- 
pendants; the inhabitants of the river Cuama, who are not his fubjects, both fifh for 
andeat this animal. The manner of obtaining it ufed by this people, as it is curious, 
Ihave deemed right to detail. 

They prepare a piece of wood two feet in length, and of tolerable breadth ; length- 
wife, through this, a hole is bored-for a cord to pafs, at the extremity of which 
is a large hook baited with frefh meat; this they caft into the river. Soon as the 
crocodile perceives the meat, it immediately fwallows it, and fancying that all it 
fees is of the fame nature, endeavours to feize on the wood alfo; but this {ticking 
in its maw, prevents the jaws clofing, when the water rufhing without impediment 
down its throat, drowns the animal. - The fifhermen, when they perceive it at the 
laft extremity, draw it on the fhore and difpatch it with clubs. The Caffres notice 
when the animal is being killed, that it groans and cries like a reafoning being, 
whence doubtlefs the proverb of “ crocodiles’ tears,” to exprefs a forced lamen- 
tation. 

At the diftance of fifteen leagues from Sofala, among the iflands Boccicas, a fith is 
found, denominated by the iflanders the mermaid, or woman fh, the fleth of which is 
of excellent flavour when eaten boiled like other meat, and which alfo ferves to make 
highly favoury faufages. From the waift to the neck this fith much refembles the 
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human fpecies: the females fuckle their young in the fame manner as women; but. 
the fith has neither arms nor hands, and as to its features, they bear not the flighteft 
refemmblance to thofe of the human countenance; but its head is rather like that of a 
maid or thornback, and its mouth full of teeth like that of a dog, but with four of 
them projecting the length ofa foot in the fame manner as the tufks of a boar. Thefe 
teeth have the property of ftaying a flux of blood, and foftening the painful fenfations 
which attend the piles. The proof of it is eafy, and the remedy common: all that is 
requifite, is to-wear them near that part of the body where the pain is felt. This fifh 
originated the fable of the Syrens in the works of the poets; but they gave by far too 
great lodfe to their imagination when they attributed to it a long head of hair, a hairy 
body, a human face, and a voice fo mufical as to enchant mariners; for this fea 
montter has neither hair on the body nor the head: its head is monftrous, ard nothin, 
refembles the human countenance ; and as to finging, it neither fingg nor {peaks, being 
like every other fifh condemned to eternal filence. ; 

There is likewife found in the marfhes of Sofala a fith called by naturalifts Mécon, 
which has two holes in its neck like a lamprey ; moftly it inhabits the marfhes, but when 
thefe become dry it peregrinates inland in fearch of moifture ; and though the drought 
oftentimes continues four or even five months, this fifh, by burying itfelf, ftill fubfifts 
where others would die, leaving its holes only when it rairts, at which time the Caffres 
lie in wait for it; fhould however the drought continue unufually long, and the earth 
no longer retain fufficient moifture to keep it in life, it devours itfelf. : 

In the rivers Cuama and Sofala fea horfes (Hippopotami) are common. Thefe animals 
are amphibious, and leave the water for the land, where they feek for food and com- 
mit great ravage on the-circumjacent country, and efpecially in that which is fown. 
The head of this animal is three times as large as that of our common horfe, and the 
body large in proportion: in the middle of its forehead it has a white ftar : its legs are 
fhort and very thick, with five toes to the fore and only four to the hind feet: its 
mouth is very large, and full of teeth, four of which are more than two feet long, and 
curved like the tufks of a boar. What however is extraordinary in this fpecies of 
animals, is, their practice of deftroying each other for food ; hence it rarely happens 
that two are found together, unlefs indeed where a male is followed by. feveral females 
about to drop their young, on which occafion they enter into the woods adjoining the 
river, where they foal: the young colts, whenever they fee the old ones approach, 
afraid of being killed, throw themfelves into the water. oe 

This animal is naturally of a fickly conftitution, and fubject to gouty pains, which 
it cures by fcratchigg the ftomach with the left foot; and it has further been noticed, 
when it wifhes to effect a perfect cure, that it falls on the horn of the hoof of the left 
foot ; this, entering the ftomach, appeafes and terminates their pain. Henze the Caffres 
and Moors of this country make ufe of the horn of the hoot of this animal as a re- 
medy for the gout. = 

Befides hippopotami, in thefe rivers, other amphibious animals are found, remark. 
able for horns fimilar to thofe of the bull, and having their hoof divided like theirs, 
Here likewife are horned affes, the flefh of which boiled with rice and millet is excellent 
. food: this flefh ferves the Caffres for fubfiftence through great part of the year; and 
they are fo fond of it, that without having patience to wait till it has become fufficiently 
cool to be eaten, they devour it hot as it is from the pot, and by this practice much 
injure their teeth ; thefe in confequence fhortly become rotten and fall out, unlefS cers 
tain fimples be ufed, with which they are acquainted, to prevent them. 
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CHAP. XV.—Of the Manner in which Amber is found; of its different Species; and 
if it be true that Whales make it their Food. ; 


I HAVE thought I could not more ufefully terminate this book, than by releafing 
the public from the uncertainty in which they have been placed by the difputes of 
different writers refpecting the manner in which amber is found, its nature, and its 
different {pecies. . But before I proceed to fpeak of the places where it is found, I muft 
premile that thofe who would perfuade their readers it is vomited by whales, are 
egregioufly wrong, as is evident from the account we have of a piece found on the 
coafts of Melinda in 1596, fo large that a perfon might with eafe conceal himfelf 
behind it; the value of this piece, from its great dimenfions, was fo highly rated that. 
no perfon Could be found poffefied of means fufficient for its purchafe, whence the 
proprietor was obliged to divide it into pieces. A part of thefe pieces was bought by 
Don Pedro de Soufa, captain general of Mozambico. This one example fuffices to con- 
trovert the opinion of thofe who aflume that amber is produced in the interior of, and 
is an excrement of the whale. . > 

It is moreover well authenticated, that between the rivers Lindo and Quilinvano 2 
piece was found which weighed upwards of twenty pounds; and when Roch de 
Britto Falcon was taken by the Turks, on his paffage from Melinda to the Indies, he 
one day, in the place where he held the appointment of captain, bought a piece of 
amber two feet high and a foot wide. The origin of the vulgar error that amber is 
vomited by whales is, probably, the fact of whales having been feen eating this fub- 
ftance, efpecially that fpecies of it which is black, and fo tender that even Birds pick 
at and make it their food, 

As to the places where amber is found, fome ftate that to obtain it, it is neceffa 
to double the Cape of Good Hope and proceed as far as the Red Sea, where it 
abounds: others again deny this; but it is moft probable that amber proceeds from 
the bottom of the fea, where it is produced, and from which it is torn by the motion. ~ 
-of the waves and the action of ftorms, which thake it in fuch a manner as to feparate 
it from the rocks or the bottom to which it adheres, when, after the tempefts fubfide, 
it is colle&ted : this opinion is alfo corroborated by the relation we have of a veflel 
obliged to caft anchor off the ifland of St. Lawrence (Madagafcar), in a fpot where 
there was but twenty fathoms water ; in raifing the anchor of this veffel the next day, 
it was found covered with pieces of amber brought up from the fandy bottom. 

In this country indeed three kinds of amber are found, yellow, black, and grey, 
which enrich this people by the profit they derive from them: the yellow is preferred 
to the black ; but the grey is efteemed of greater value than either. 

Other authors again, who have written in modern times, afcribe a different origin 
to this matter, and believe that in the-iflands in the north a particular liquor occurs, 
differing but little from that kind of gum common in our cherry trees, which falling 
into the zea becomes indurate from the action of the water, and is afterwards caft on 
the fea fhore, where the air completes its petrifaction. That it is progreflive in its forma- 
tion from a fluid {tate to. that in which it is found, indeed, is proved from the many 
inftances afforded of amber. in the cabinets of the curious, in which, owing to its pellu- 
cidity, flies, fpiders, and bees are diftinguifhed ; thefe, caught either by their feet or 
other portions oftheir body, when the amber was-yet foft, have become enveloped in 
the adcumulating mafs, and thus remain in an incorruptible ftate, owing to the ex- 
clufion of air. Notice of this circumftance may even be feen in the epigrams of 
Martial, No. 32. and No. 29, 
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BOOK I. 


OF THE ARMY SENT BY THE KING DON SEBASTIAN TO THE KINGDOM OF MACO- 
RONGA} THE VICTORIES OBTAINED BY THE PORTUGUESE OVER SEVERAL 
MONARCHS, WITH WHOM THEY WERE OBLIGED TO FIGHT BEFORE THEY 
CAME TO THE GOLD MINES; THE MANNER IN WHICH THESE ARE WORKED.o~ 
OF THE RIVERS, FOUNTAINS, AND LAKE OF CUAMA. , 


. 


CHAP. 1, — The Portuguefe Army enters the kingdom of Macoronga in fearch of Gold 
Mines. The manner in which the Gold is dug. 


DON Sebaftian was fcarcely feated on the throne, before he refolved on extending 
his dominions by means of new conquefts. In this view he caufed a number of veffels 
to be equipped for an expedition to Sofala, the command of which was entrufted to 
Francis Baretto, who, penetrating into the kingdoms of Macoronga and Manica, difco- 
vered mines of gold in thefe countries, of which by his prudence and valour he made 
himfelf mafter. : ; 

In the profecution of his defigns, it was neceflary he fhould pafs through the territo- 

ries of the Quiteva, who objected to this meafure, and prepared to refift by force any 
attempt on the part of the Portuguefe to enter his dominions. He feared a junction of 
their forces with thofe of the King of Chicanga, a monarch more csyetal than. hime 
felf and his {worn enemy, apprehenfive left the confequence would be his becoming 
tributary to the European power. He therefore gave orders that every flep fhould be 
difputed ; and, in addition to the army fent to oppofe the Portuguele, he fet another on 
foot to preventa diverfion on the part of the troops of the King of Chicanga; he alfo placed 
ambufcades in every favourable fpot by which theenemy might be furprized, and {kirmifhes 
repeatedly took place, in which the Portuguefe conftantly had the advantage, though 
with fome lofs on their fide. Still the haraffing warfare they were obliged to maintain, 
cifguited them with an enterprize fo difficult ; and, from their having no means of re- 
cruiting their loffes, each man of theirs killed was. equal to a hundred of the enemy, 
who were able immediately to bring others into the field to fupply che place of fuch as. 
were flain. Notwithftanding this, the refolution of the Portuguefe fupported them 
under their difficulties, and enabled them to open themfelves a paflage through the 
files of the enemy. ; ‘ 
_ The Caffres, who had now repeatedly experienced the courage of thofe they had to 
oppofe, no lohger confidered themfelves fafe in their towns, but, to efcape flavery or 
death, abandoned them, carrying off all their cattle and provifions, and trufting by this 
means to oblige the Portuguele, in defpight of their victories, to retreat, owing to want 
of the neceflaries for fupporting their army. 

Still the brave Baretto continued to follow up his conquefts both by fea and land, and 
fpread fuch confternation through the country, that the Quiteva, who refided at Zimboé, 
having intelligence of the approach of this general, took to flight with all the inhabitants 
of the city and withdrew to a large foreft in the neighbourhood, not cheofing to 
rif the defence of the town, Baretto confequently entered it without refiftance ; and’ 
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as he had not a fufficient force to garrifon, and indeed did not withto preferve it, 
he gave it up to pillage, and after fetting it on fire continued his march towards 
the kingdom of Manica, which in the fpace of a few days he entered. 

‘The monarch of this country, concealing the vexation he felt at his arrival, fent a 
deputation to compliment him on the occafion, and exprefs his fatisfaction at his vifit, 
the perfons fent bearing with them a prefent of provifions, Baretto, highly pleafed 
at meeting wich a friendly reception, fent meffengers in return to render thanks for 
his civility,’ and entreat his acceptance of the prefents intended for him by the King 
of Portugal. The Moorifh King upon this expreffed a with to fee the Portuguefe 
general; and the latter, at the interview which in confequence took place, commu- 
nicated the inftru€tions he had received from his court, the principal of which was, 
. to negociate a treaty of amity and intercourfe between the two monarchs. 

This Sovereign, on the approach of Baretto, went forward to meet him, marking by 
this unufual condefcenfion the efteem in which he held the King his mafter, and the 
refpect he bore his ambaffador ; at the fame time he communicated to him, that as long 
as he might choofe to remain in his dominions the whole of his companions fhould be 
maintained at his expenfe, and jn the courfe of the conference all the articles of the treaty 
of amity were agreed upon; among which the fecond was, that the King of Chicanga 
thould freely admit the Portuguefe throughout his territories for the purpofe of traf- 
ficking, as well in gold duft as in other merchandize 3 of the former the quantity bar- 
tered is very confiderable in this country. ‘ 

The Portuguefe were enchanted at having in fo fhort a time concluded a treaty of . 
fuch advantage to their Sovereign, and fo beneficial to the realm 3 they moreover flat- 
tered themfelves with the hope of acquiring ftore af gold with which to return enriched 
to their country ; but when they faw what toil was requifite for extracting this precious 
metal from the bowels of the earth, and the danger incurred by thafe who worked in 
the mines, they were {peedily undeceived, and no longer regarded their fortunes as in- 
ftantaneoufly made. At the fame time they were induced to refle€, that the labour and 
ritk of digging the gold from the abyfles whence it is drawn, are fuch as with juttice 
to ftamp that value on it which it bears from its confequent rarity. 

Thefe people have divers methods of extracting the gold, and feparating it from 
the earth with which it is blended; but the moft common is, to open the ground, and 
proceed towards the fpot where, from certain indications, ore is fuppofed to abound. 
For this purpofe they excavate vaults, fuftained at intervals by pillars, and, notwith. 
ftanding they make ule of every poflible precaution, it often happens that the vaults 
give way and bury the fubterranean fappers beneath their ruins. When they reach the 
vein in which the gow-is found mixed with the earth, they take the ore‘as it is, and 
put it into veffels full of water, and by dint of ftirring about the water, the earth is 
diffolved and the gold remains at bottom. ‘ 

They likewife take advantage of heavy rains, which, occafioning tgrrents, carry 
before them whatever loofe earth they meet in their way, and thus lay open the {pots 
where gold is embedded in the ravines. This the Caffres colle& and wath with care, 
to purity from the groffer part of its earthy admixture. 

-Thefe people alfo, however unpolifhed they may feem, yet poffefs a fecret peculiar 
to themfelves for difcovering the gold concealed in certain itones*, which they likewife 

* This fecret confifts; it is highly probable, in the ftone containing the gold being foftened, and its 
natural colour changed by the prefence of geld, a circumftance noticed conftantly by the gold feekers of 

a 


Celebes, See, in the portion of this work allotted to Affs, a defcription of the gold mines of Celebes, by 
Von Wurmb. Enc. Trane. io 
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have the ingenuity of extracting, conftantly obferving the fame practice of wafhing it well 
to feparate all earthy particles from the metal, and thus rendering it equally luftrous with 
that obtained from the earth. This gold is, however, much cheaper than the other, 
either owing to its being more common, or to its being obtained with greater facility 
and at lefs expenfe than that exfodiated from the bowels of the earth. ; 

This country being thus fecund in valuable mines, it cannot be furprizing that, in 
after. periods,gother nations, following the example of the great Baretto,, fhould be: 
folicitous of penetrating into the country. Baretto returned to Sofala well fatisfied 
not only on account of the treaty he had concluded with Chicanga, but alfo at 
being fo fortunate as to terminate another with the Quiteva, who, apprized of his being 
about to return, no longer avoided him as before, but invited him to pafs through his: 
country, with affurance that he would meet with friends alone, in which number he 
begged to clafs himfelf. “He in fa€&t received him with open arms, and expreffed a 
defire of living in friendfhip with the King his mafter, and of being admitted among: 
the number of the friends of the general himfelf. The treaty of peace figned by the 
Quiteva and Baretto, comprized the following articles: that the Portuguefe fhould: 
have the liberty of entering at pleafure into his kingdom#or the purpofe of traffick, and 
of pafling through it to Chicanga to trade for gold; and, on the part of the Portuguefe, 
that, for this conceffion, they fhould annually fend to the Quiteva two hundred ells of 
linen. Thus thefe two parties, but fhortly before inveterate enemjes, parted apparently 
in friendfhip ; but the ftate of amity thus eitablifhed was not of long duration. . 


CHAP. II. — Of the War waged by Baretto with the King of Mongas, over whom he 
obtained a complete victory, notwithfanding the incantations of a Sorcerefs, who. quitted 
him to fide with the Caffres.—Of the remarkable Springs in this country. 


THE Portuguefe, by the treaties concluded between the two Kings of Chicanga and 
Quiteva, {pread general confternation through the country. Their ambition now knew. 
no limits, but increafed in proportion to their advance into the country. They felt par- 
ticularly anxious to open a road into the kingdom of Mongast, a matter not to be: 
effeGted but by fighting with and overcoming whoever fhould dare to oppofe their 
progrefs. The obftacles were indeed many to the effeétuation of their defigns; but 
Baretto, who commanded a well-difciplined army, by his prudence <nd the bravery of 
his troops, overcame them all, and was conftantly victorious, as well in the different 
fkirmifhes which took place, as in pitched battles. 

The king 8f Mongas was powerful, and had a very fine army on foot, which difputed 
every pafs through which the Portuguefe had to march. At length the day arrived 
when they had to combat the whole force of the Caffres; thefe, notwithftanding their 
number much furpaffed that of the Portuguefe, and notwithftanding this fuperiority 
promifed them fuccefs, were yet fomewhat intimidated. They had learnt by experience 
to place its due value on the bravery of the Portuguefe, who moreover had an old for- 
cerefs with them, whom fuperftition regarded as a palladium, that would fecure the’ 
victory to which ever fide the remained with. The Portuguefe indeed placed no reli-. 


+ The dominions of the Monomotopa. The country is termed Mongas, the fovereign Monomotopa, us 
the fovereign of Sofala is termed Quiteva. A confufion has arifen from the errors of geographers, who- 
ages in both ae ee given the diftinguifhing name of the fovereign to the countries over which they 
mule, Ove. Trans. 
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ance either on this tale, which was promulged by herfelf,:or.on the power of the witch, 
and formed their line of battle in. due order, depending on their own intrepidity and 
that good fortune which hitherto had attended their banners. The attack began on 
the part of the Portuguefe ; but previoufly the old woman had changed fides, and was 
gladly admitted into the ranks of the Caifres : the promifed them victory, engaging to 
ftrike their enemies with panic, and blind them by means of a powder fhe had in a 
bag, provided they would but ftand firm to the firlt hock ; and fuch implicit credit did 
they give to her promifes, that they even provided themfelves with cords with which 
to bind their vitims. For her affiftance fhe was in return to receive fome confiderable 
prefents: In the mean time the Pértuguefe, who laughed at the imaginary: enchant- 
ments of the witch, bore down on the oppofite army ; and the general, fingling out the 
old woman, who was readily diftinguifhed in their ranks by her ridiculous contortions, 
and was thén in the aét of giving to the air the powder which fhould deprive them of 
fight, directed a field piece to be pointed at her, expecting thus to intimidate her ; but, 
confident in her charms ang deeming herfelf invulnerable, fhe mocked the effeét of the 
cannon; the match was applied, and the palladium of the enemy at once was blown to 
atoms. The confidence of thegCaffres in their invincibility was now at once annihilated 5 
for throughout they trufted more to the magic, of. the forcerefs, than to their individual 
bravery. Baretto, in the deftru@tion of the witch, however he might deem it a weak- 
nefs to rejoice at the {ll of a woman, from motives of policy joined with the army in 
the fhout of exultation which was fent forth from the ranks. A moment's paufe inthe 
operations of the army now took place; and as a token of regard for his {kill, the 

eneral took from his own neck a chain of gold that he wore, and placed it round 
that of the cannoneer. Excited to freth endeavours by fo confpicuous and fo valuable 
a mark of efteem, the cannoneer thundered inceffantly upon the Caffres, and with fuch 
effe& that whole columns fell before him, and the utmoft diforder prevailed in the 
enemy’s ranks, who now began to waver. The geheral, who faw their irrefolute ftate, 
- immediately founded a charge, which was carried into effeét with fo much vigour and 
fo opportunely, that, but for a body of referve which at the critical inftant came up 
to their {upport, the army would have been completely defeated. The fuccours brought 
made the confli& more fevere, and vitory remained long uncertain; at length the 
Portuguefe prevailed, made themfelves mafters of the field, took all the baggage 
and arms of the enemy, and with them a great number of prifoners, whom they made 
flaves. é . 

The Caffres, who now to their coft experienced the capacity and valour of the Por- 
tuguefe, were anxious for peace, which was granted on condition that the king fhould 
allow free accefs into his dominions for themfelves and their merchandize. * This treaty, 
which lafted fome length of time, enabled the Portuguefe ‘to become acquainted with 
the country, and explore all its rarities, among which efpecially worthy of notice is. 
the foreft 6f Lupara or the Spine of the World, fo called as well on account of its range. 
which exceeds five * leagues, as the prodigious height of its fhaggy mountains, which 
with the trees that cover it tower to the region of clouds. The river Zambefe, beating 
with violence againft thefe rocks, in lapfe of time has wrought itfelf a paflage through 
the foreft, and rufhes with fuch violence over its craggy bed, that all who hitherto have 
had the temerity to attempt its courfe have been fhipwrecked. ; 


* Inftead of five leagues, read five hundred. The Spine of the World'firetches from the line in Long., 
§8° Weft of Greenwich to Lat. 22° 8. where they unite with the main ridges of Africa, and proceed to 
the Cape of Good Hope. Exc. Trans. - 

In 
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In this kingdom is a fomewhat remarkable fountain called Maembé, which divides 

- itfelf into five ftreamlets, each poffefling different degrees of warmth. Two of them are 

frefh and tepid, two other of greater warmth, and of the fifth the water is of a boiling 

heat; yet notwithftanding thefe vatious. temperatures, the five ftreamlets all proceed 
from one common foufce *. 

Near the fort of Teté t is a river the water of which, though it be fix {core leagues 
diftant from the fea, is falt; but what is more extraordinary, the ftream which flows 
contiguous to the river Mangania, at more than two hundred leagues from the fea, is 
not only equally falt, but in addition poffeffes the property of petrifying wood caft into 
it. ‘Albertus Magnus relates his having feen one fimilar in Germany: and in the 
Aftronomy of John Ceres, chap. 12, mention is made of a fountain the water itfelf of 
which changed to ftone, and congealing immediately upon leaving its fource, became 
fo hard as to be capable of refifting the fierceft heat of the dog-days. : 

In Alentejo, a province of Portugal, a league diftant from a town cailed Avis, is a 
river which has five different beds, and which: overflows its banks’ at very unufual 
periods of the year; for this happens during the hot weather between April and Sep- 
tember, when other ftreams are dry. In thefe months it igcreafes in volume as much as 
it diminifhes in winter, when from the abundance of rain that in that feafon falls in 
Portugal, other rivers {well fo as to deluge the plains in their neighbourhood. 

In this river, moreover, another fingular peculiarity is remarked as long as its waters 
flow in their natural channel they differ in no refpeét from thofe of other ftreams in 
general, but when they overflow their banks they turn to ftone whatever they meet 
with in their courfe, not excepting even the grafs. And in this province, fhould the 
rainy feafon continue longer than common, or the rains be fo heavy as to inundate the 
country, and deftroy the feed in the ground, the peafants take no heed of the difafter, 
but, fure of a more abundant crop in the end, as foon as the waters difappear they fow 
again their lands, and in fix or feven-weeks after their golden crops invite the fickle ; 
thus the only inconvenience they endure is the labour of a fecond fowing, for not even 
the feed is loft, as the more ample harveft makes them amends, ard the feriilized 
earth brings forth its treafures fo quick as to make them on a par with thofe of their 
neighbours, who have not had their lands f{ubmerged, in point of the time at which 
their crops are ripe. 


: : * 

CHAP. IIL—Of the exertions made by Francis Baretto to obtain information refpecting 
the Mines of Gold and Silver in that part of the coun.ry, in the vicinage of the river 
Cuama or Lambefe. Of the trick played him, and the utter difcomfiture of bis Army. 


It is a matter of faét that this country is rich in gold and filver minés, but thefe metals 
are not fo eafily obtained as is imagined ; for the Caffres are prohibited under penalty 
of death and the confifcation of their property from difcovering the fite of the mines, 
either to their neighbours or to thofe who pafs through their country. When a mine 
is difcpvered the perfons finding it make loud outcries to call witneffes round them, 


* Such accidental circumftances are lefs extraordinary than is imagined: water, by flowing over certain 
metals, creates an effervefcence, and caloric is confequently difengaged in various proportions according to 
the nature of the metallic fubfance contained in the ore over which the water flows; where the ore is 
eompetent to oceafon but a flight effervefcence, the water becomes tepid; where the fermentation is violent, 
the water is raifed to a high degree of heat. Enc. Trans. : 

+ Upon the river Zambefe. , 
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and cover the fpot, above which they place fome objeét to denote the fite; and, far 
from being fufceptible to be prevailed upon by ftrangers to point out thefe {pots, they 
avoid encountering them as much as poffible, for fear they fhould even be fufpected of 
fuch a deed. : 5 

‘The motive of the fovereign for enacting thefe prohibitory laws, and for exadting.a 
declaration to be made to the court of ail mines difcovered is, that he may take poffef- 
fion of them, and by preventing the Portuguefe from becoming mafters of one portion, 
give no room for fucceeding warfare on their part to feize upon the remainder. 

After Baretto had poffeffed himfelf of the gold mines of Manica in the manner we 
have before defcribed, he direéted his courfe at the head of his forces towards the 
country through which flows the Cuama, to make himfelf mafter of thofe of filver at 
Chicona, for this purpofe afcending the river Cuama trom Sena. On the way he 
fought with the king of the Mongas, who oppofed his paflage, and defeated him in 
feveral battles, and proceeded victorioufly through all the countries and kingdoms along 
the river without finding any one powerful enough to arreft his progrefs. 

After the defeat of the fovereign of the Mongas, this prince, the moft potent of all 
the princes of this quarter, was under the neceffity of fuing for peace, which was granted: 
him. The remaining Caffres, upon this, peyfectly difpirited and too weak to keep the 
freld, abandoned their habitations and the open country, and took refuge in the woods, 
The Portuguefe, now freed of their enemies and mafters of the country, arrived in. 
fafety at Chicona, where Baretto immediately commenced his inquiries refpeCting the 
pofition of the filver mines, but he found none inclined to give him the information 
he fought ; every one concluding that if he once poffeffed himfelf of thele, the entire 
fubjugation of their country would naturally follow. However, a certain Caffre of a 
{cheming and artful difpofition refolved on attempting to impofe on Baretto, and for 
this purpofe told him that, provided he would proportion the reward to the value of 
the difcovery, he would make him acquainted with the pots where the mines were. 
The general, highly folicitous of the information, loaded him with kindnefs, made him 
various prefents in advance, and flattered him with the expectation of ample reward 
in cafe of his fulfilling his promife. The Caffte, a complete rogue, promifed to be 
with him the next day and conduct him to the fpot, but at the fame time fignified how 
requifite, in order to avoid fufpicion, it would be for him to return home, that he might 
depart thence by ftealth under covert of night to join him unfeen, and proceed thus to 
the mines, as ir.cafe of his attempting any thing of the kind by day he would lay 
himfelf open to the penalties of the law. By the air of probability in the ftatement, 
Baretto was perfectly duped. The Caffre, the next night, repaired to a fpot where 
was a vein of filver ore, from which he took two or three pieces of ore which he buried 
in another {pot, and thence returned to Baretto to fulfil as he faid his promife, affuring 
him he would conduét him whither he fhould fiad filver without much toil or trouble. 
The general did not think fit to go himfelf with the Caffre, but fent people to ac- 
company him and dig in the fpot he fhould indicate. So eager were thefe on the occas 
fion that they paid no attention to the circumftance of the earth having been newly 
dug up, and in a little time they came to the three maffes of filver ore, buried there 
by the Caffre on the preceding night, of which intelligence was immediately given to: 
Baretto, who was in raptures on the occafion ; nor wonder at his joy, the double 
motive of his expedition, a thirft for glory and conqueft, and an expectation of en- 
riching himfelf, he thus fancied complete: When the Caffre returned, he loaded him 
anew with expreflions of kindnefs, and what to the wily infidel was of much greater 
weight, with additional prefents far exceeding the value of the filver produced. Baretto 

: was 
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was now confident of his fincerity, and dreamt of another Potofi; but his vifions proved 
in the end mere fhadows, and he faw the Caffre no more. At firft it was imagined 
he had been furprifedin his no@urnal‘labours and condemned to death, and already the 

_ general deplored him as a man faithful to his interefts ; but upon fending his people 
again to the fpot where they had dug up the filver ore, and_ their long-continued toil 
in purfuit of the vein proving altogether fruitlefs, he no longer doubted of the cheat 
put upon him, but had leifure to repent that he had been fo weak as to make the Cafire 
prefents above the value of the filver difcovered. 

This fraud did not howeVer annihilate the hopes of Baretto, who continued to pur- 
fue his fearch by means of two hundred men whom he left at this poft, provided with 
every requifite for their fupport, and an ample ftock of-ammunition. ‘Thefe had in- 
ftruétions not to leave the place until the fite of the mines fhould be difcovered, while he 
himfelf with the refidue of his forces retired upon Sena. He moreover divefted the 
party left at Chicona to make incurfions into the woods, and hunt out the inhabitants 
who had fled from their homes, and who keeping aloof hoped the Pertuguefe would. 
feel themfelves conftrained to forego their defigns after confuming the provifions they - 
had with them. .The event did not realife thefe expectations of the natives; the Por- 
tuguefe‘had ftrongly intrenched themfelves, and while they hoarded the provifions they 
poifeffed to ferve them at exigency, by following the direCtions of the general in pur- 
fuing the fugitives in their receffes, though they encountered great refiftance, they almoft 
conftantly returned loaded with provifions and fpoil. A warfare thus harafling at 
length determined fome of thofe who had fled to the woods to come to terms with the 
Portuguefe, and among other articles they agreed as the purchafe of a ceffation of 
hoftilities to. difclofe the fite of the filver mines. The Portuguefe, who themfelves are 
by nature fincere, were void of miftruft of any treachery on the part of the Caffres, 
though thefe had planned the treaty merely to make the invaders fall into the ambuflr 
they were preparing. 

Peace being now concluded by the treaty, which ftipulated that either party fhould 
regard the other as friends, and that the Catfres fhould furnifh the Portuguefe with every 
thing neceflary towards their fupport in their intrenchments, and provide them with 
trufty guides to dire&t them in fafety to the mines, and people to affift them in working 
them; this laft article was the firft which either party prepared to put in execution, 
but efpecially the Caffres, who fought by lulling the Portuguefe into a falfe fecurity to 
enfnare them, and appointed among themfelves for effeCting their plan the very day 
they fhould proceed to the mines. The Portuguefe, who took with them on the jour- 
ney a hundred and fixty men well armed, confequently left but fo.ty for the defence 
of the fort. Trufting to their guides, the expedited party were led into an ambufcade 
where they had to faftain the fire of four hundred Caffres from their covert in the 
foreft, which effected the deftruation of almoft the whole of the Portuguefe detach- 
ment. The few who efcaped bore the melancholy intelligerice to their comrades in 
the fort. At firft it was propofed that this fhould be evacuated, as it was much to be 
apprehended that little timé could elapfe before it would be attacked, and as the 
means of refiftance to the force which they had room' to expect would be employed 
againft them was very far from adequate to the maintenance of the poft; but the 
thought of flying before barbarians, the dread left.a meafure of this kind fhould be 
imputed to pufillanimity and affix an indelible ftain on theix.military charaGer, induced 
many to differ from this propofal ; and their determination refolutely to withftand the 
ener at lencth nrevailed with the whole. who vowed either to avenge theiz country« 
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In the mean time the fort was invefted by upwards of four thoufand Caffres. “Yet, 
large as was their number, they did not dare to venture an affault, but contented them- 
felves with blockading the fort. At length the Portuguefe, having exhaufted their 
provifions, had only a choice of death left them, and refolved on that which fhould 
be worthy of their former life; they confequently made a fortie on the enemy, and 
wherever their blows were dealt they carried with them deftruction ; -but overpowered 
at laft by numbers, they fell to a man, felling their lives at a rate fo dear that no bluth 
fhall ftain the cheeks of their countrymen at the remembyance of their cataftrophe. 


CHAP. IV.-—Of the barbareus inbumanity of the Caffres of the vicinage of fort Teté, who 
Seed on human flefh ; and of the war waged with the Mumbo, who bad defpoiled a 
Caffre of his poffeffions, who was friendly to the Portuguefe. 


BEYOND fort Teté on the oppofite fide of the river Guama there are two nations 
of Caffres, the one denominated Mumbas, the other Zimbas or Muzimbas ; both the 
one and the other of thefe fubfift on human flefh, and for the purpofe of devouring them 
Kill all they meet, whether by fea or land; and when vidtims among ftrangers are 
wanting, they put to death their flaves and the aged, whom they fay are but an 
incumbrance. - 

They are deftitute of religion, have neither altars, nor images, nor idols, and no 
other object of adoration but their fovereign, who ftyles himfelf Lord of Heaven and 
Earth. He on his part is fo perfuaded of poffeffing the dominion he arrogates to him- 
felf, that whether he withes it fhould rain or ceafe from raining, whether folicitous of 
cooler or warmer weather, fhould the feafons in their courfe be different from, his 
inclinations and appear to contradict his will, he madly feeks for vengeance, and im- 
pioufly as vainly {pends his rage in imprecations, and lances his arrows at the fky. 
But, on the other hand, the anger which the prince fo fruitlefsly manifefts againft 
heaven, recoils on himfelf; for his people, witneffing his want of controul over the 
elements, with reafon regard him as an ufurper pretending to rights which he does 
not poffefs : thus is he perpetually placed in danger, not only of forfeiting their opinion 
of his divine nature, and lofing the prefents which they are accuftomed to make on 
addreffing themfelves to him to obtain what they. feek from heaven, but alfo of being 
precipitated from_his throne. 

The Portuguefe not only fought opportunities to eftablifh themfelves firmly in the 
country for the promotion of their individual interefts, they were equally anxious to 
fupport all thofe who were favourable to their caufe. In profecution of this policy, 
they efpoufed the quarrel of a Caffre oppreffed by a neighbour of greater authority, 
took up arms in his defence, under the command of the captain of Fort Teté, and, 
crofling the river, marched dire& upon Chicaronga, whither the ufurper on their 
putting themfelves in motion had retired. 

They uo fooner arrived before than they invefted this place, and attacked it with 
fuch vigour that this Mumbo Caffre -who had fix hundred men with him, was obliged 
to quit the place and reftore the poffeffions which he had unjuftly feized upon, to the 
friend of the Portuguefe. Thele having effected this obje@ returned, fhewing by their 
condué not only that they had power to eftablith their fuperiority, but alfo fufficient 
to maintain the caufe of thofe dependent on them, and redrefs the ggievances they 
saight endure from more powerful neighbours. - 

is 
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This Caffre had long been accuftomed to make incurfiozs‘oa the térritories of his 
neighbours, before he was attacked by the Portuguefe ;. and had become fo arrogant 
-and cruel, that he placed over the gate of his fort the heads of all he killed, and kept 
their mangled carcafes in a large’ room, into which all who came to vifit him were 
introduced, as well to imprefs. them with awe as to fhew that his vengeance again{t 
thofe who were his enemies did not terminate with their life, but was entailed ‘on. the 
corpfes of his victims. On the defeat of the garrifon, the Portuguefe delivered from 
their dreadful flavery a number of women and children whom this wretch kept, with 
a number of men, in pens, for the purpofe of killing and eating them in fucceffion, 
according to their general practice, and carried them with him to Fort Teté. As to the 
wretch himfelf, he faved his life by an ignominious flight. : 

The example made in this inftance of the Mumbo, who loft all his property in the 
fort, was not fufficient to deter another Caffre in the vicinage of Sena from defpoiling 
one of his countrymen of his property who was befriended by the Portuguefe. This 
man fled to them, ftating that, on account of his affection for them and his efpoufing 
their. caufe, he had endured the moft cruel treatment, and imploring them to reinftate. 
him in the poffeffions of which he had been deprived. The perfon to, whom this 
Caffre addrefled himfelf was André St. Jago, governor of Sena, who took him under 
his protection, and promifed to fend forth a bedy of troops to countenance the en- 
treaty he fhould make that his enemy would in a friendly manner reftore what he 
had violently ufurped, and in cafe of refufal to effect by force what might be denied 
to milder meafures. a, ete 

André San Jago in confequence took the field at the head of his people, with two 
pieces of cannon, and advanced again{t the offending Caffre, who was called Mu. 
zimbas. On approaching the place in which he was pofted, he found hinf deaf to 
any friendly propcfitions, and, when he regarded the ftrength of the fortifications he 
had thrown up, he repented having fo readily interfered; and, apprehenfive the fiege 
would be of longer duration han what had before been fufpeéted by him, he con- 
verted it into a blockade, awaiting fuccour, for which he fent to the commander of 
Fort Teté, Fernandez de Chares. ‘This officer marched out to join him at the head 
of as ftrong a detachment as he could {pare, but, regarding the enemy with whom they 
had to combat as unworthy of their attention, they proceeded in ftraggling and de. 
tached parties, without order, and without the precaution of fending forth fcouts. 
The troops of their antagonift which kept the field, obferving this neglect of difcipline, 
placed themfelves in ambufh in a wood through which they had to pafs, and-while yet 
in the fame diforder attacked them. ‘The commander of Fort Teté and his foldiers, 
after fhewing the utmoft bravery, became the victims of their own imprudence and neg- 
lect, and fell to a man. The barbarous conquerors, not content with the lives of 
their enemies, mangled the carcafes of the dead, from which they cut all the limbs and 
head, leaving nothing but the trunk ; after this they fecretly entered the fort. When 
they had joined their companions there, they publifhed the defeat of the enemy by beat 
of drum and fhouts of exultation, The noife fomewhat furprized André de San Jago, 
but his aftonifhment redoubled when he beheld the troops of Muzimbas marching in 
triumph on the ramparts, each carrying a limb cut from the enemy, and on the end 
of a pike the head of the governor of Fort Teté. At a fight fo melancholy, and 
which deprived him of all hope of fuccour, he was greatly afflicted, and determined on 
a filent retreat; but Muzimbas, apprifed of his intention, fell upon the Portuguefe 
unexpectedly, and completely cut to pieces the rear-guard, killing the commander, 


who on news of the attack had flown to render them afliftanee, and who preferred fharing 
death 
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‘death with his brave men to furviving in a country where nothing but his unfortunate 
‘defeat could be prefent to his imagination. : . 

The Portgguefe on this occafion likewife loft Father Nicolas de Rofario, a monk of 
the order of Santo Domingo, who had accompanied the army to fay mafs and admi- 
nifter the facraments; but the manner of death of this good father was fo cruel, that 
it may be regarded as a kind of martyrdom; for after,tying him to a tree, and exers 
-cifing on his body what the moft infamous and brutal paflions alone could fuggeft, they 
killed him by repeated wounds. Muzimbas, defirous on this occafion of fignalizing 
himfelf, put on the clerical drefs of the monk, and bearing in one hand the chalice 
and inthe other a fpear, marched thus at the head of his troops, who each bore one 
or other of the members of the Portuguefe they had killed, which they ate at a feaft 
given in honour of their vi€tory: this took place in 1592. 

The fucéeeding year Don Pedro de Soufla, governor of Mozambico, attempted to 
revenge the death of André de San Jago, and the death of his troops; but he was un« 
fortunate in his expedition, and obliged to retreat, lofing by the way the major part 
of his rear-guard, which was utterly defeated by Muzimbas, and leaving all his 
baggage apd cannon to the conqueror, rendered {till more arrogant and vain by this 
additional fuccefs. After this Don Pedro de Soufa formed an army confifting of 
upwards of fifteen hundred Caffres and two hundred Portuguefe; with which he croffed 
the river to lay fiege to Muzimbas. On this occafion he-invefted the town in form, 
and caufed it to be attacked at feveral points, at each of which however he met with 
an equally obftinate refiftance; and the Caffre moreover, by raifing épaulements, 
fheltered his men in fuch a manner that they were very little incommoded by the artillery 
of the Portuguefe. Thefe at length determined on carrying the place by affault, and 
in furtherance of this plan filled the ditch with fafcines, and puthed their lines for- 
ward to the very foot of the counterfcarp, where they made a lodgement to cover 
themfelves from the fallies of the befieged; but the enemy threw fuch abundance of 
hot water and boiling oil on the Caffres, who were naked, that the major part of 
them were difpirited; and in addition to this annoyance, they made fuch profit. 
able ufe of certain machines of iron which they ufe for the defence of towns, 
and which, being projected with ftrength and precifion, carry death wherever they 
ftrike, that the Portuguefe and the Caffres with them loft the whole day in attempts 
of no avail; at length they founded a retreat in order to drefs the wounded and bury 
their dead. : 

On the fucceeding day the genetal renewed the affault and ereted gabions which 
commanded the rdmparts of the Zimbas. From this pofition the mufquetry annoyed 
the enemy fo feverely, that they at length offered to capitulate; but while the articles 
were preparing, Muzimbas, as excellent a politician as a warrier, availed himlelf of a 
ftratagem which obliged the Portuguefe to raife the fiege. He counterfeited a number 
of letters from the women of Mozambico and Sena, reprefenting to their hufbands in 
the army of Don Pedro, that their perfons were in extreme peril, owing toinfurreétions 
that had <aken place in thofe two towns ; and conjuring them, if they valued either their 
lives or thofe of their children, who were in danger of reverting to their priftine flavery, 
(the Caffres threatening to deftroy both towns), to return to their homes. In thefe lets 
ters the moft endearing expreffions were ufed; and the fuperior claims of kindred and 
affeion to thefe of mere friendfhip and attachment to the Portuguefe in a caufe which 
muft take long time to bring to iffue were ftrongly infifted upon. They ftated, that 
while they were profecuting a fiege, which,-from the excellent troops and numerous 
refources of Muzimbas, mult neceflarily be long procraftinated, they were at the oe 
. rs) 
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of their fate, and that delay might render their affairs irretrievable. The fubftance of 
thefe letters being fpread through the camp, the Caffres reprefented to their commander 
the neceflity'of flying to the defence of their property and families, promifing at the 
fame time, after avenging themfelves of their enemies, to return and fignalize them- 
felves in his fervice. Don Pedro de Soufa, who had no means of enforcing obedience 
nor of preventing their abandoning him, was fain to allow their departure ; and hav- 
ing now but two hundred men left with him, determined on raifing the fiege. Muzim~ 
bas, however, who reckoned much on the fuccefs of his ftratagem, and had already 
prepared his meafures, caufed the rear of the Portuguefe to be attacked in a narrow de- 
file, and, cutting it in pieces, and making himfelf mafter of all the baggage and artillery, 
returned triumphant to his fortrefs. 

Still placing a due value on the prowefs of the Portuguefe, Muzimbas refolved to 
prevent the renewal of a war which might terminate in his ruin, deprecated the refent- 
ment of the Portuguefe, and entered into treaty for peace; the articles of which, after 
much difpute, were concluded, Muzimbas agreeing to reftore the ufurped pofleffions: 
of the Caffre, which had originated the war, to the right owner. : 


\ 


CHAP. V.—The Army of Muzimbas being augmented to Fifteen thoufand Men, he ob- 
tains poffeffion of the Wland Quitoa by means of information given bim by a Moor, 
whom he caufes to be punifhed according to his deferts. ; 


‘THE Portuguefe, thunder-ftruck at the fevere check their forces had received, now 
occupied themlelves in placing their army on fuch a footing as fhould enable them to 
take fignal vengeance for the treachery which Muzimbas had ufed in furprifing. their 
men on raifing the fiege of his fortrefs,@ But this wary enemy, forefeemg their inten- 
tions, made new levies, and by holding out to his fubjects and neighbours, that the 
object of life with brave men fhould be the acquifition of glory, and the rendering 
themfelves formidable upon earth, by flattering them with fuccefs, and above all with 


.arich booty, he fucceeded in caufing many to take up arms, and this the more readily 


from the Caffres, an idle race, in general preferring the eafe and plenty ufually attend. 
ant on a warlike life to the toil of peaceful occupations, With his firft levies he made: 
incurfions on the territories of his neighbours, whofe wives and children were killed 
and eaten, or. made flaves by his troops, and by his numbers, and by his dgepre- 
dations, he fpread fuch general confternation, that the chief of the: inhabitants con- 
tiguous to his pofleflions, to efcape fimilar injuries, and that they might participate 
in the fpoil of others, flocked to join his ftandard in fuch numbers, that he found 
himfelf at length at the head of an army of fifteen thoufand men, unreftricted by 
difcipline from any licentioufnefs whatfoever, provided they continued faithful to his 
orders. 

This ambitious charaéter, feeing that every thing gave way before him, determined 
on laying fiege to the ifland Quitoa*, trufting he fhould readily obtain poffeTion of it, 
and intending to give it up to pillage, the more to attach his troops and render them 
hearty in his fervice. No fooner had he conceived the defign, than he haftened. to put 
it in execution; but the tide being too high to admit of his embarking his troops, he 
contented himlelf with wafting the country adjacent to the ifland, clofing all communi- 
cation between the ifland and the main, and commencing a blockade. ‘The inhabitants. 
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who defended the place were foon made acquainted with the intentions: of Muzimbas, to 
whofe dominion they were adverfe, and which they were refolved on avoiding at the peril 
of their lives ; but a moor who was among them, calculating the hazard of a warfare with 
this chief, refolved on facrificing to his own fafety and fortune both the lives and liber. 


ties of his countrymen. In this view he f{wam acrofs the arm of the fea which feparated 


them from the army of Muzimbas, to whom he caufed to be communicated, that he 
had a fecret of importance to impart, which concerned materially his prefent intentions : 
this was fufficient to infure his introduGtion; Muzimbas was anxious to fee him, and 
ordered him inftantly to be ufhered to his prefence. When before him, after a low 
bow he addreffed him in the following terms: I prefent myfelf before you, great 
** general, who are the firft conqueror of this country, and who fo well delerve to be 
‘* its mafter. Apprifed of your intention of turning your arms againtt the ifland Quitoa 
“* where Lrefide, and apprehenfive the refiftance of the forces it contains, which are 
** determined to defend the ifland, might retard its conqueft and the pleafure I thould 
** feel at becoming your fubjeét, I have encountered the dangers of the fea to offer you 


* my fervice with heart and hand, and to lay open to you a way by which the ifland 


“* may be entered, as it is not equally well prote€ted on all fides, and efpecially as on 
** thofe where it is prefumed you mean to make your attacks; and as I am well fatise 
** fied, by following my inftru@tions, that you will {peedily make yourfelf mafter of the 
** ifland, I entreat protection for myfelf and all belonging to me, in our perfons and our 
“* property, which latter I leave to your generofity to augment at pleafure when you 
* fhall be our fovereign.”” 

Muzimbas, highly gratified by this offer, received the traitor with much kindnefs, 
promifed him all he required, and even greater recompenfe than his moft ardent expec- 
tations led him to anticipate. ‘The enterprize was cafried into effect under favour of 
night, when the Moor placed himfelf at the hagd of the troops, and guided them to the 


n 


. 


Secret pafs in perfect fafety. So ftill was the march, that the fentinels, who did not ex- * 


pect an attack in this direction, were plunged in fleep, and configned to death, together 
with more than three thoufand inhabitants, who ferved the cannibals for food during 
the pillage of the town. ‘ 

Such was the ravage and fuch were the exceffes committed by the army in Quitoa, that 
the whole population was exterminated, and the only family left was that of the traitor who 
had introduced the enemy, and who flattered himfelf with receiving an ample fortune. 
Muzimbas, who knew how to proportion his rewards‘to the merit of fervices received, 
foli¢itous of delaying no longer thofe which the Moor had earned, caufed him at 
length to be fummoned to his prefence. ‘The traitor now expected nothing lefs than 
that he fhould be appointed governor of the place, and loaded’ with gifts; he con- 
fequently collected the whole of his family to be witnefs of his glory, and of the fecurity 
and opulence its different members were about to acquire. 

Approaching Muzimbas they. fell at his feet, imploring his favour and proteion, 
and enlarging on the good fortune of the Moor, their relative, who had been enablea 
to aflift his righteous caufe, they entreated him in the humbleft manner to regard them 
as the moft faithful among his fubje&s. On this Muzimbas, in whom nature had 
implanted fentiments of honour as well as a cruel difpofition, who, like Alexander, 
could hug the treafon while he abhorred the traitor, caft a terrible look upon them, and 
addrefling the Moor, faid: “ Learn, wretch, learn hence, that a conqueror like me 
“* may avail himfelf of the perfidy of traitors like yourfelf, but is incapable of coun- 
“ tenancing or rewarding it. In courfe of time I fhould, by the valour and intrepidity 
“ of my army, have fucceedec in my object, without having recourfe to the fuccour I 
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“€ derived from you, and which I merely accepted to fpare the blood of my foldiers. 
“ The advantage of having by your means obtained on our part a bloodlefs victory has 
*¢ hitherto reftrained my refentment at your treafon: you have had a breathing time ; 
* it is fit now that I fhould manifeft my indignation and horror at fuch a monfter ; I 
**-condemn you therefore together with your tamily to be caft into the fea, efteeming 
all of you alike unworthy to ferve as a meal for my foldiers, fearing lett the perfidy 
© of your nature fhould have communicated a venomous quality to your flefh and blood.” 
Thefe words were pronounced by Muzimbas with fo much vehemence and paflion, 
that the guards about him, whom he directed to put his will in execution, immediately 
followed his ordérs, and gave the bodies of the whole to the waves. 

After the deftruction of Quitoa, and the death of him who had precipitated if not 
‘occafioned its ruin, Muzimbas marched againft the ifland Mombaza, which he conceived 
incapable of refifting his arms : but the Turks, who fufpected his intentions, had previous 
to his arrival difpatched four galleys with fuccours for its relief, and by means‘of this 
were enabled to arreft his progrefs, and prefent on the different occafions of their join- 
ing battle a very formidable front. , 

In the mean time a fleet belonging to the Portuguefe accidentally arrived off Mombaza ; 
thofe on board, till their arrival, having no intelligence of what was pafling. They 
profited by the circumftances of the time, and fucceeded in beating the one and refift- 
ing the other ; for they defeated and captured the galleys of the Turks, and entered 
Mombaza victorioufly in view of the army of Muzimbas on the oppofite bank of the 
river. This chief, unable to comprehend by what means fuccefs fo complete and fo 
prompt could have been obtained, exclaimed that the Portuguefe were truly the gods 
both of fea and land ; and thenceforth he fought their alliance and fiendthip: This 
exploit was effected by the brave general Thomas de Soufa. ; 

Shortly after, a treaty of peace was conduded between the Portuguefe and Muzimbas, 
to whom the former gave up the town of Mombaza, which he laid in ruins. Afterwards 
he proceeded againft the capital of Melinda, which he reckoned upon taking with eafe ; 
but a fuccour of three thoufand men having been thrown into the place by certain Caffres 
called Molfequios, Muzimbas, who had already effected a lodgment on one of the 
baftions, was repulfed. Encouraged by this fuccefs, the garrifon-made a fally, and com- 
pletely overthrew the army of Muzimbas; the major part being put to the fword, a. 
{mall veftige only fucceeding in reaching their homes by difperfing in every direCtion, 
and thus avoiding the fury of the Caffres. , 


CHAP. VI.— The Moors of the [land St. Lawrence, as well as thofe of Mozambicoy 
rebel againft the Portuguefe. * 


THE ifland of St. Lawrence is fituate oppofite to that Ethiopia of which I have already 
given a defcription ; it is three hundred leagues in length by eighty in breadth, and is 
feparated from the main by a channel fixty leagues broad at its narroweft part. - It was 
dilcoveredin 1506 by the expedition under the command of that famous captain Triftunde 
Cunha onits paffage to the Indies, and the firft landing happening on the anniverfary of the 
martyrdom of St. Lawrence, it received his name, though previoufly it was called by the 
inhabitants Madagafcar. This country abounds in all kinds of vegetables, rice, millet, 
and a great variety of roots fo pleafant to the tafte as to form a principal part of the food. 
of the inhabitants through. great part ofthe year ; here alfo are feen a number of orange 
and lemon trees, and abundance of fugar canes. 
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During the government of George de Meneffes in Mofambico, the Moors: rofe 
againft the Portuguefe, and refufed any longer to admit them into their ports, ftating, 
they hindered them from difpofing of the growth of the:r own foil; this, however, was 
merely a pretext to oblige the Chriftians, againft whom their hatred was implacable, to 
leave the country. : 

George de Meneffes, who knew of the relu€tance of the Moors to their fettling in this 
country, notwithftanding this reluctance determined on eftablithing a fettlement of the 
Portuguefe ; and caufing a veflel of war to be well manned and equipped, failed dire&t 
to the ifland with the intention of waging war with them in cafe the Moors thould oppofe 
his views and deny a refidence in the country, or the freedom of commerce to, the 
Portuguefe ; and determining to place a factor theré with ten fuldiers and two monks 
to adminifter the Sacrament to them. 

‘The Moors, intimidated by the arrival of this hip, attempted to excufe their rebellion, 
and pretended that the fomenters of it had been rigorou‘ly punifhed, as a proof of their 
defire of living on a friendly footing with the Portuguefe. ‘i hefe however, not trufting 
to their profeffions, propofed to leave, as they bad planned, a fmall garrifon behind them. 
Before their departure, however, fome mifunderftanding taking place among the foldiers 
of which the garrifon was compofed, they feverally embarked and returned to Mozam- 
bico, leaving (on the ifland Father Thomas alone, a monk of the order of Santo Do- 
mingo. ; 

Tnineiiately after the failing of this veflel an Arab fhip arrived from Mecca, the 
crew of which, on hearing of the aflumed fovereignty of the Portuguefe over the inhabit- 
ants, took vengeance on Father Thomas, who had remained and occupied himfelf in 
preaching the gofpel. They confequently, in a beverage which they prefented, ad- 
miniftered poifon to him; he fufpected indeed their bad intentions, but drank the 

“draught in perfect refignation to the Almighty will, and quickly after experienced its 
mortal effects, 

The Portuguefe, affeted at the treatment the good Father experienced. from his 
treacherous hofts, and juftly offended with them, refolved on avenging, with their own, 
the caufe of Heaven ; they accordingly returned the next year to the ifland and laid it 
wafte, afterwards failing back to Mozambico, where they had fearcely arrived before a 
veffel from Mecca was fhipwrecked on their coaft, and afforded them a new object of 

under. : ; 
This year was fertile in treachery, the Moors aéting with perfidy towards the Portu- 
guefe in one of the iflands contiguous to that of Comoro, which ferves as a retreat 
for all the outcafts and feoundrels of the country. 

George Meneffes, governor of Mozambico, fenta veffel to this ifland of Mazabangen 
for the purpofe of taking in refrefhments ; but the captain, deeming it imprudent to 
venture on landing without firft fending intimation of his defign to the king of the 
ifland, difpatched for the purpofe two Moors acquainted with the language of the coun- 
try, ‘with orders to requeft permiffion to land, and to ftate that the veffel was from 
Portugal, and that they looked for nothing but what they meant to pay for. The king, 
who profeffed amity, promifed to furnifh them with whatever they might require, and 
obferved that his fukje€ts as well as himfelf would feel themfelves happy in fupplying 
them with what their means afforded, as he regarded the Portuguefe as their good 
friends and allies. ‘ 

‘The Portuguefe were gratified at meeting with fo courteous a reception; at the fame 
time they kept themfelves on their guard againftgurprife on the part of people, on whofe 
Kncerity and conduct they had little ground of reliance. Nor were they in the wrong: 
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in this caution, as- was prove@by the event; for they learnt by a young man belonging 
to the ifland, who fwam to their fhip, that fhortly after the departure of their meflengers, 
the king gave dire€tions to his people, immediately upon their landing, to fall upon 
the Portuguefe, feize their fhip, and by fuch an example deter the Chriftians from 
again venturing to his ifland. : 

The people on board the fhip differed in opinion refpeding the degree of ‘credit to 
be given to the teftimony of this man, fome looking upon it as a mere invention, and 
regarding him in the light of a fpy; they therefore kept him on board: but, in order 
to remove their dcubts, they fent afhore a felucca, and had ample reafon to repent 
their incredulity, for part of the crew were murdered, the reft efcaping merely by 
throwing themfelves into the fea. The Portuguefe were anxious that the fame man 
who had come on board fhould return to the ifland, that he might continve to give 
them information refpeCting what was pafling there ; but, feparate from his difinclina- 
tion to incur the danger he fhould in trufting himfelf again in their hands, he was as 
much averfe from his countrymen as he was partial to the Chriftians, the number of 
whom he fhortly after increafed, becoming a member of the order of Santo Domingo, 
among the Fathers of which order he lived in a very exemplary manner for many 
years. 


CHAP. VIIl.— Of the three fcourges with which God afflitted the Ethiopians. —Of the 
Ufes to which Manna and Cocoa are put, and where they are found. i 


THE cruelties exercifed by Muzimbas, occafioned him to be efteemed one of the 
fcourges of God, who ultimately punifhed this prince with the annihilation of his army; 
for he fent fuch immenfe flights of locufts into the country, that when on the wing they 
darkened the day ; and when they alighted they devoured fo completely all the dower 
of the field and every defcription of verdure, even to the roots, that the earth feemed 
as if ravaged with fire: the confequence was, fo great a fcarcity of grain and corn 
throughout the whole of Ethiopia, that a general famine prevailed. 

The Caffres fold their children for a meafure of millet, and even delivered theme 
felves up to flavery, that they might have wherewithal to eat ; and thofe whofe circum- 
flances were mean, waged war with the others for the purpofe of devouring them*. 

: - The 


* Hiftory furnifhes many melancholy examples of the extremes to which different uations have occafion« 
ally been reduced by famine, but among the moft affliaing of thefe initances, no one perhaps exceeds that 
which is related as the refult of the failure of the overflowing of the Nile, in the year of the Hejira 597, 
commencing in Oétober 1200. The horrible pidture is given by Abd-Allatif, an Arabian phylician of 
great efteem, whofe valuable work refpefting Egypt has been dreffed in feveral of the languages of Europe, 
and has lately, with notes which difplay unbounded patience and toil, and at the fame time the deepeft 
erudition, been publifhed anew, through the medium of the imperial prefs at Paris, by M. Sylvefter de Sacy, 
under the title of «* Relation de ?Egypte par Abd-Aliatif, Paris 1810.” The narrative, as it will in all 
probability be new tothe Englifh reader, as it affords a curious fpecimen of the Arab ftyle of that period, 
is of undoubted truth, and prefents a pi€ture, however horrible, yet fo highly extraordinary, is in part fub- 
joined. 

a: In this ftate of things, the year 597 {regu OGober 1200-1) announced itfelf as a monfter whofe 
© fury was about to annihilate all the refources of life, and every means of fubfiftence. All hope of a 
* rifing of the Nile was abandoned, and, in confequence, the price of every article of produce was increafed 
“* confiderably ; the provinces were parched with drought ; the inhabitants forefaw inevitable fearcity ; and 
“© the dread of famine occafioned mach tumult, Thole who dwelt in the country withdrew to the chief 
** towns of the provinces; many among them emigrated to Syria, "fagreb, Hedjaz, and Yemen, where 
“ they difperfed themfelves in every direétion, as formerly the children of Saba. Infinite multitudes fought 
“ refuge in the cities of Mifr and Cairo, where to the molt frightful dearth was joired as terrible a moe 
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‘The daft plague was the fmall-pox, which carried off thofe whom. famine and the 
dword had {pared, for none who were afflifed with this deftru€tive malady efcaped. 


“ tality: for, on the fun entering the cgnftellation of the Ram (March 1201), the atmofphere became in- 
“ fedted, and a pettilential and deftru@tive contagion began to be manifeft. The poor, ftarving with hunger, 
“© fatisfied its cravings with the vilet refufe—dogs, human carcafes, and carrion, nay even the very excte= 
‘* ments of man and animals. They went even further, and devoured young children. It was not unufual 
“ to furprife individuals with infants roafted or boiled. The captain of the city guard caufed to be burnt 
* alive thofe perfons who were guilty of thefe crimes, as well as thofe deteCted in eating fuch meat. 

«I myfelf faw a {mall infant roalted, in a bafket. It was carried before the provolt, together with a 
‘* man and woman, faid to be the parents of the child: the prevoft condemoed them to the ftake. 

“ When the poor firft began to feed on human flefh, the horror and wonder excited by fuch unufual 
‘© yepaits, occafioned it to be the theme of converfation every where; but afterwards people were fo 
** accuftomed to it, and indeed conceived fo much liking for thefe deteftable vianda, that they became a 
“ general ayd common food, were eaten asa treat, and ftore of them was kept for future need: different 
“‘ modes of curing and cooking fuch meat were invented ; and the cuftom once introduced in the city; 
« {pread to the provinces, fo that no part of Egypt remained in which fuch praGices were uncommon, 
“ Wonder at fuch a refource now ceafed ; the horror it firft infpired entirely vanithed ; and it was no 
‘¢ longer fpoken of other than as au indifferent and ordinaryematter.”” 

After a recital of many fhocking examples of individuals laying in wait to deftroy children and others 
incapable of defence, that they might fupport nature by fuch-unnatural yet only remaining means; of mothers 
devouring their children ; hufbands and wives their companions, and children their parents ; of which cafes 
he was moftly an eye-witnefs, Abd-Allatif proceeds: 

‘© One matter we fhall notice for its having been frequently before us: At Mifr, at Cairo, and in the 
“ neighbouring towns, wherever we turned our feps, the eye was perpetually difgufted with the affliGing 
“ fcene of a corpfe, or an individual at the laf gafp, and oftentimes of numbers ig this condition. At 
“ Cairo efpecially, the dead daily carried to the place of fepulchre were from one to five hundred. At 
‘« Mifr the ravage of death was without bounds, and defied calculation ; the dead were not buried ; the 
* living contented themfelves with cafting them without the walls: nay, towards the end, the furvivors 
“* weve too few to be able even to remove the corpfes which were feen lying in the fquares, in the paflages 
“ between the houfes and the fhops, and even on the floors in the houfes, And oftentimes by the fide 
“ of a body hanging in ftrips, were feen a cook, a butcher, and people of fimilar profeffions. 

“ Of the burghs and villages, all the inhabitants perifhed, except thofe who had been able to remove to 
‘ other parts. Scarcely, even from this ftatement can be excepted the capitals of provinces and the larger 
« villages; for example Kous, Afchmounein, Mahalleh, and others of fimilar magnitude ; and in thefe even 
*« the number of furvivors was extremely fmall. Oftentimes a traveller paffed through a confiderable 
“ village without finding a fingle perfon alive : the houfes he faw all open, and in them only the corpfes 
*© of thofe by whom they had been inhabited ftretched on the floor oppofite to each other, fome in a ftate 
of corruption, aud others but newly dead; and frequently moveables abounded, with none to claim 
* poffeffion. 

**e* « The road from Egypt to Syria, by the teftimony of numerous witneffes, refembled an immenfe 
“ field fown with corpfes, or rather a field through which the reaper had paffed; it had become, as it 
“* were, a banqueting houfe for birds and beafts, which preyed upon their flefh ; and the dogs, which 
thefe emigrants had made the partners of their flight, were the firft to devour their bodies. 
¥e4% «© People of Tree condition were fold. * * * A young girl might be purchafed for a few pieces of 
“ filver. I myfelf was offered two maidens, not yet of the age of puberty, for a tingle piece of gold ; 

and on another occalion I faw two females, one of them yet a maid, whom the cryer offered for tte for 
eleven pieces of filver, One woman alfo came to me and propofed to fell me her own daughter, of 
fome beauty and ftill a girl, for five pieces of filver. On my reprefenting that fuch traflic was contrary 
to law, ‘ Take her then, the exclaimed, ¢ as a free gift.’ #** : 
*#* “© Villages which before contained a population of ten thoufand, now becafne fo many deferts, in 
which at times a few ftraggling beings might be found, and in which at others not one could be 
© feen. The major part of the city Mifr was wholly depopulated: the houfes on the canal, the ftreet of 
the Pond, Maks, Haleb, and the neighbouring places were entirely depeopled, though previoufly there 
was not one of thefe fuburbs but in population might vie with cities. At Cairo, even the palaces? 
© houfes, and fhops in the b:ft quarters of the city, and in its very heart, are moft of them tenantlefs 
and filent ; to fuch extent indeed, that in one of the moft thickly peepled paris there is an hotel con- 
fiting of Sfty lodgings, in which, if four be excepted, the whole are empty, and thefe four are tenanted 
merely by perfous to preferve the hit. The inhabitants of this once great city at the prefent time ufe 
‘© no cther wed for fuel for their kitchens and ovens than the timber of the roofs of houfes, docr- 
“ pofts, and fences.” Book II, Chap. 2. Page 360 to 374.—Eno. Trans. 
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The pofition of the ifland Mozambico is detrimental to the vifion of the inhabitants ; 
for, from the inftant the fun fets till it rifes the fucceeding morn they diftinguith nothing, 
becoming as it were blind till the great eye of the world re-illuminating the earth dif- 
perfes darknefs and reftores them fight ; what however is-remarkable, this accident is 
peculiar to this ifland, for out of it the human fight is not fubjeét to this extraordinary 
eclipfe *. ° 

‘a the ifland Delgado, fertile and produétive of almoft every thing, manna, formed of 
the dew from heaven, falls on certain trees, on which it is found in mafles in a con- 
gealed ftate, like but not equally hard as fugar-candy. 

The inhabitants lay up for their confumption a confiderable ftock of this article, 
and fell a ftill greater quantity, as on their part they are unacquainted’ with any other 
medicine, ufing it as a purgative ; to their knowledge: of its aperient property are we 
indebted for its introduétion into the materia medica of Europe. . 

. With refpeé to the manner in which the cocoa nut is produced, authors feem to 
differ : fome imagine it the fruit of a tree which grows at the bottom of the ocean, 
which is only detached by the aétiott of the water in great tempefts, and afterwards 
caft on different fhores by the waves. 

Others again efteem it to grow on a kind of palm-tree, of terreftrial and not fub- 
marine production, the branches of which extend wide, and preferve its fruit in fuch 
a perfect ftate as to make it the moft efteemed and ufeful upon earth, its flefh being 
favoury and the water of it fo delightful that, our fineft liquors {carcely can enter into 
competition. ; : 

When the cocoa has attained its full fize, it is large as a man’s head, efpecially when 
encompaffed in its external coat ; a coat fimilar to our chefnuts in its pofition, but of 
different texture. From the fibres of this outward coat, facking is made, fails, and cover- 
ings for houfes ; beneath this coat is a texture of filaments of finer ane of which 
linen is made, and cordage and cables for fhipping ; and under this is the fhell of the 
cocoa, of confiderable hardnefs, which is ufed for firing, and its finer parts for beads 
for rofaries and other works. ‘ 

After this fhell is taken off, the fruit appears, which differs from our Michaelmas 
peach only in colour, being of the fame fize, but extremely white, and of moit de- 
licious flavour. ‘ 

Within the hollow nut is a {weet liquor, as refrefhingly cool in its nature as the nut 
itfelf is heating. When it is wifhed to extract this water without breaking the nut, a 
hole is bored through the top of it, at one of three indents which prefent the fimilitude 
of a monkey’s countenance. Individuals, anxious for the prefervation of the fhell, 
either as a curiofity, or for the ufe to which it is applicable, faw it through the middle, 
and make cups of it to drink out of. What is remarkable, this fruit continues per- 
fe€tly frefh and good as long as the liquor within is retained ; but when it lofes this, it 
becomes dry and §ood for nothing. 


* The former part of this ftatement is corre€t ; within the torrid zone the twilight is fearcely percep- 
tible, owing to the promptitude with which the fun pafles the few degrees reqilite before the refra€tion 

, of its rays ceafes, when dark night begins. This fingularity, to an individual coming from higher latitudes, 
where the twilight is always of longer duration, and of unremitted centinuance during part of the year, 
never fails of exciting notice within the tropics. The affertion that the fudden fucceflion of darknels to 
light is not experienced out of the ifland of Mozambico, is no otherwife to be accounted for than by 
fuppofing the author meant to fay, inftead of “ out,” north of the ifland and without the tropics; efpecially 
as at Sofala he muft have obferved the fame appearances,—ENc. Trans. : 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. VII. — Of the Mode of taking Elephants; and an Account of a Hunter whe died 
~ upon one he had killed. 


THE number of elephants in this country is prodigious, fo much fo indeed that the 
inhabitants are obliged to purfue and make frequent hunting courfes after them, to 
preferve from their ravage the lands they fow with rice and millet, in which lands 
thefe animals generally commit great wafte ; when, however, the chace is inadequate to 
the fufficient reduétion of the elephants, fares are made for them, after the fame 
manner as in different parts of the Continent is done for wolves ; when a Caffre dif. 
covers that an elephant has fallen into his toils, he affembles his friends and relatives, 
that they may partake of the fport and confequent feaft. 

Had not the Caffres the inducement for purfuing the elephant, which arifes from 
the neceflity of protecting their property, they would yet have fufficient in the be. 
nefit they derive from their capture, feeing its flefh ferves them for food, and its 
teeth are an object of confiderable traffic. Indeed with them the elephant is efteemed 
of great value; fo much, that one being obtained perfectly white, many princes of 
the furrounding country waged war for the poffeffion of the valuable animal; but 
it was ultimately adjudged to the lord of the foil on which it was taken, as a ma- 
norial right. 

The Caffres, aware of the rifk incurred in hunting elephants, endeavour commonly 
to come upon them when they fleep, which they are enabled to do on account of 
their difcovering themfelves by their fnoring fo loud as to be heard all over the country 5 
when, getting as near to them as they are able, they lance a javelin into their body ; 
this awakening them, occafions, in proportion to their agitation, a lefs or greater effufion 
of blood, and oftentimes their death ; for they frequently fall upon the javelin, which 
in confequence is plunged deeper into their bodies. Many authors defcribe a different 
mode of taking this animal : according to thefe, the elephant after it has paffed three 
years old never lies down to fleep, but leans in taking repofe againft a tree, the trunk 
of which at this time is cut near the root, and the tree in falling encumbers and kills 
the elephant. Were fuch the truth, ivory would be ftill dearer than it is, and far more 
rare; for the danger of this-mode of hunting would deter many who now purfue the 
animal in view of enriching themfelves with its fpoils. 

Two Caffres happening once to wound as many elephants but very flightly, were, 
on account of the fall of night, unable to follow the trace of them 3 the next day they 
returned to the chace in hopes of finding them dead ; but their wounds not being cons 
fiderable, they had traverfed a great diftance, and were tracked by their blood: the 
hunters at length difcovered them, one of thefe elephants had gone into a river, and 
with its trunk was throwing water over the other, this was lying on‘ the bank, and in 
confequence the hunt{men concluded it was dead. Approaching now fomewhat nearer 
than was prudent, to the living one in the water, this elephant feized one of the two 
hunters with his trunk, and caft him with fuch violence on the body of the dead elephant 
as to deprive him of life, thus avenging the death of his comrade by that of the perfon 
by whom it was occafioned, . 

Hiftory is full of fimilar anecdotes, which prove that this animal, though buried in 
matter, poffefles reafon in a fuperior degree to any other upon earth. 

It is related, that at Goa, a capital city in the Indies, there was an elephant nick- 
named Perico (or the fot) on actount of its predilection for wine. It was accuftomed 

se Pra 


SANTOS’ HISTORY OF EASTERN ETHIOPLAs “Ga 


to halt before the door of the different taverns, and never quit its ftation until a quan- 
tity of wine was poured inte its trunk ; and if, which fometimes happened, any one 
out of joke gave it money, it carried it to the beft tavern, and readily diftinguifhed bad 
from good wine ; fo that indeed thofe who frequented thefe wine houfes, were ufed 
always to afk for the elephant’s wine. 

The viceroy of the Indies, in the year 1600, fent as a prefent to the king of Spain 
an elephant which readily comprehended whatever was faid to it in the Italian and Por- 
tuguele languages ; at leaft it never refufed any thing required of it in cither of thofe 
tongues; it appeared fond of mufic, and would beat time to a tune with its trunk ; 
and whenever its guide, defirous of teaching it any thing, fcolded this elephant or 
exprefled diffatisfaction, one might perceive a fenfibility in it, and that it was affeded 
by the reproaches it received, and uneafy till its mafter, feemed to be reconciled. 


a —————— 
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BOOK Ul. 


Or THE ISLANDS OFF THE COAST OF MELINDA; THE WARS OY THE PORTUGUESE 
WITH THE MOORS; AND THEIR SUCCESSES, AS WELL IN FIGHTING WITH THESE, 
AS THE TURKS, WHO CAME TO THEIR ASSISTANCE, 


CHAP. L. — Of the [lands off the Coaft of Melinda: Pimbo, Lamo, Patta ; their Re~ 
bellion againft the Portuguefe, and the Manner in which they were punifbed. 


AFTER having in the former books fpoken of the major part of that Ethiopia 
which begins at Cape Carrientes, and extends to Cape Delgado, (a fpace of more than 
three hundred leagues, all of which is comprifed within the jurifdiction of the Cap- 
taincy General of Mozambico), I fhall clofe the hiftory of the continent with an account 
of the countries and kingdoms extending from Cape Delgado to Egypt and the Red 
Sea, which form the limits of this Ethiopia ; and, refuming the thread of this hiftory, 
take a tour through the iflands of the coaft of Melinda, and fpeak of the kings of 
this part of the world who are tribut&ry to the Portuguefe. 

The captain of Mozambico, the mafter of all this country, oftentimes purchafes 
dearly the honour of governing it, having to prefide over nations differing in manners 
no lefs than in language. 

On the north is the extenfive kingdom of the Munimigi, compofed of pagans and 
favages, who pay tribute to their fovereign of confiderable amount, and proportioned 
to the revenue they derive from their gold mines in’ the kingdom of Gorage. 

Thefe people are univerfally forcerers, and fo well comprehend the art and pradtice 
of witchcraft that they are capable of ftaying even the ativity of fire, voluntarily throw~ 
ing themfelves into the midft of a burning pile without receiving the flighteft injury, 
and all the while converfing with thofe round the pyre, thus clearly evincing the in- 
efficacy of the flames to confume them. 

This kingdom is environed by many others belonging to Prefter John, * denominated. 
by his fubjeGs Azegue, a word commenfurate with Emperor. 

* The Emperor of Abyffinia, it is well known, was long diftinguithed by the title of Pretter John. The 
origin of this title has been varioufly given, and many abfurd opinions ofits etymology have been publifhed. 
According to Bruce, it'is derived from the common exclamation with which this monarch. is affailed on his 
appearing in public: Rete o Jan Hois O king, render juitice !—-Enc. TRANS 
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On leaving the territory of Gorage, proceeding towards the welt is the province of 
Couché, inhabited by pagan fubjeGts of Prefter John. A gold mine difcovered in this ' 
country is fo rich, that when the fun fhines on it, open as it is to the day, the {plendor 
which it irradiates, dazzles the eye; it is even forbidden any one to approach it; and 
the gold hitherto brought from the country is obtained from other mines. The ore is 
fo rich, that two parts in three confift of pure gold, though this is of a quality fo infe- 
rior to the beft, as to be rated at only half its value. 

The kingdom on the weft, abounds not only in gold mines; but alfo in horfes, 
mules, and cotton cloths. The Prefter John receives annually a tribute from this king- 
dom, of three hundred head of cattle, and as many horfes, as well as three hundred 
ounces of gold, valued at thirty-fix franks (3 ofh-) per ounce. 

Bordering on this kingdom, is that of Damuta, which extends as far as the equi 
noétial line. It is inhabited by pagans, tributary to the Prefter John. ‘This country 
is likewife very produétive ; but as it yields no iron, that metal is bought at its weight 
in gold, which is very common. Salt likewife is exceedingly rare, and very dear ; 
being brought to this country from the kingdom of Dambia, and the province of Bel« 
gada. Oftentimesa flave is purchafed for five or fix lumps of falt of four pounds weight, 

In the neighbourhood of Damuta is a province in which the women are fo much 
addicted to war and hunting, that they conftantly go armed. When contention fails 
in their neighbourhood, they purpofely excite quarrels among themfelves, that they 
may exercife their fkill and courage, and neither the one be impaired nor the other be 
relaxed by idlenefs. They are much more daring than the men of the country, and, 
that they may have no impediment to the proper exercife of the right arm, they are 
accuftomed, while their daughters are young, to fear the breaft of that fide with a hot 
iron, and thus wither it and prevent its growth. 

Moft of thefe women are more occupied with warfare than the management of domettic 
affairs, whence they rarely marry, and live as formerly did the Amazons of Scythia. 
Where by chance any enter the marriage ftate and have children, they take charge of 
them no longer than till they are weaned, after which they fend them to their fathers 
to be brought up. But the chief of them imitate the example of their queen, who lives 
in a ftate of perpetual virginity, and is regarded as a deity by her fubjeéts ; nay, even 
all the fovereigns, whofe territories are adjacent to hers, pride themfelves in living with 
her on friendly terms, and defend her againft anys attacks. Indeed the power of this 
monarch is fuch as to make her another Queen of Sheba, whofe authority over her 
fubjects, as is relatéd by the Patriarch Bermudes in his Book on the Prefter Jobn, was 
without any limits. - 

The fame Patriarch relates that, off the coaft of China, iflands are found peopled with 
Amazons who fuffer no men among them except at certain feafons, for the prefervation 
of their race : if the fruit of the conneétion chance to be girls, they preferve them ; if 
boys, the care of bringing them up devolves on their fathers, while they themfelves are 
employed in exercifing their horfes, and in war*: 


* With the exception of horfes the fame is related aa the fubftance of a communication afforded to the 
miffionaries fent by the Jefuits to the South Sea iflands, by one of the inhabitants of the Mariana iflands, 
In one of the Carolina iflands a nation of women is, in the narrative alluded to, faid to exift, which is 
governed by fimilar principles: the account appears in an appendix to the work of the prefident De Broffes 
on the Navigation of the South Sea, and is inferted in the portion of this work, dedicated to that part of 
the world. Enc. Trans. 
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CHAP. I. —Of the [lands off the Coaft of Melinda; Pemba, Lame, Pata; the 
different Religions of the Inhabitants; the manner in which their Rebellion was 
panifbed by the Portuguefe. 


AS we have now afforded a defcription of the inland country, and chief kingdoms, 
ftretching from Ethiopia to Egypt, we muft now proceed to a detail of the maritime 
parts and iflands, in which we fhall begin with Cape Delgado, proceeding thence 
towards the Mouth of the Red Sea. . 

Cape Delgado is fituate under the parallel of 10°S. the country thence to the line is 
called the coaft of Melinda ; and is under the jurifdi€tion of the captaincy of * Mombaza. 
Along this coaft are many iflands, peopled by Pagans, Moors, and Caffres.- Some of 
thefe are large and fertile; for example: Quitoa, Monfia, Zanzibar, Mombaza, 
Pemba, Lamo, Pata; the others are of inferior fize and confequence. In each of thele 
iflands the governor of Melinda maintains a fagtor, to whom the management of the 
traffic with them is intrufted ; the articles of merchandize they yield are tortoife-thell, am- 
ber, ivory, wax, millet, rice, and flaves. Of all thefe iflands however Pata is. of moft 
value, asin that is manufactured a variety of filk and cotton ftuffs, of great beauty and 
in high requeft for the dreffes of the wealthy of the different neighbouring kingdoms. 
In this ifland alfo, very curious ftraw work is manufaGured with great ingenuity arid 


1. 

Each of the iflands has a moorifh king, and all are fubjeé to the fovereign of Portugal, 
to whom they pay tribute through the governor of the coaft of Melinda. Thefe Moors 
are defcendants of the Ifhmaelites of Happy Arabia, the colonifts from which part have 
prodigioufly increafed in the iflands. : 

. They live in great harmony, as far as regards civil matters; but the moment religion 
becomes a matter of difcuffion they divide into parties, each fupporting his peculiar te- 
nets, and preferring the fe€t to which he belongs ; a misfortune incident to all faiths 
diftin& from that of the Romifh Church, the only true religion. ; 

The Arabs follow the creed of the Perfians; that is to fay, the interpretation of the 
Mahommeddan law laid down by Ali, which is materially different from that fupportéd 
by the Turks who are fettaries of Omar; each hence fuppofes the other in error. 
This {chifm is the origin of the animofity fubfifting between the grand Sooltaun of Perfia 
and the Great Turk, who are continually at war.. ‘ “re 

From the difference of the tenets of the Perfians and Turks have originated many feéts 
in various regions under the controul of the monarchs of either nation, oppofite the one 
to the other, a divifion which immediately fucceeded the death of Mahmoud, when, 
four of his’ neareft relatives, pretending to be do€tors and infpired, publifhed as many 
expofitions of the law, which, differing from one another, occafionéd as great a variety 
of fe&ts. Ali was the firft author of the fect called Jmmemia, and his tenets were followed 
by the Perfians, Indians, and the Arabs, who dwell in the maritime parts or Happy 
Arabia ; from thefe la(t fpring the Mons, who dwell on the coaft of Melinda. ; 


* The town of this name is fitua’e on a cognominal iffand at the mouth of a river which empties itfelf 
into the fea in about lat. 3° 50S. ‘The town on the ifland is large and populous, and the Portuguefe ftill 
have a faGlory and dominion in it, It was taken and partially deftroyed by Francis Almeida in 1505, and 

afterwards abandoned. Some time after, the Portuguefe confiruéted a citadel from which they were 

* driven in the year 1631, but of which they again made themfelves maltcrs ia 1729, and have fince con- 
tinued in pofleffion, Exc, Trans. ; : a a od 
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Abubekir was the Second, who founded the fe& denominated Me/&ia (or Royal) his 

followers the other Arabians, the Saracens, and part of the African Mahomeddans. 
“Omar was the third; he ‘tiffituted the fe& termed Anephia: his difciptes, other 
‘Africans, and the people’of the defart of Zahara. a oe 

Othman was the fourth, he eftablifhed the fett called Buanephia, or Xaphaya as it is 
more commonly termed, which fect alfo is followed by fome of thofe inhabiting the 
eoaft of Melinda. ‘Each following thefe different fetts regardé all diffentients as heretics ; 
hetice quarrels are perpetual, except when the common intereft renders it expedient 
for their feuds to ceafe, that they may unite in defence againft the Portuguefe, whom 
they deteft, and whofe yoke hangs heavy on their necks. They have in confequence 
oftentimes rebelled, and as often have they been made to repent their difloyalty and 
rafhnefs, .efpecially thofe who inhabit the ifland Pemba, an ifland eight leagues from 
the main oppofite to Mombaza, on which it depends. This ifland is ten leagues ih 
length and highly fertile. It is watered by numerous rivers which contribute greatly 
to the nourithment of its groves of oranges and lemons, fruits fo common in the ifland 
that any one may gather them at pleafure, But the comforts enjoyed here are dearly 
purchafed by the frequency of maladies to which indeed ftrangers are more liable than 
the natives, who become habituated to the climate, and efpeciaHy the waters, to which 
the unhealthine(s of the ifland is chiefly attributed, they being equally unwholefome and 
abundant. : 

The Portuguefe had firmly eftablifhed their dominion over thefe people, and held 
them in a ftate bordering on flavery, entering into their homes and taking what ‘they 
pleafed, as if it were their own ; while, far from objecting to fuch ufurpation, the Moors 
appéared to receive gratification from their taking or accepting their poultry, theep, 
‘goats, or whatever they poffeffed. ; : 

Tired at length of fuch paffive obedience, and at the ufurpation' of the Portuguefe 
‘over their perfons and property, then abufing their authority on all occafions to fuch 
extent that if any one chanced to fall, ftruck his toe againft a ftone, or even ‘incurred 
an injury even flighter than this, he immediately laid the blame on the Moor’ before 
whofe dwelling the accident happened, and pretending a hurt, obliged him to give up 
‘all he had either to appeafe his refentment or to defray the charge of his cure. 

Conduét fo outrageous and unreafonable made the Moors determine to take up arms 
not only againft the Portuguefe but alfo the king of the ifland, who, by a ftrange in- 
fatuation, whether refulting from fear or weaknefs, winked at the behaviour of the 
Portuguefe. ks : ; 

This popular infurrection was fo fecretly planned and fo effe€tually profecuted that 
the Portuguefe were all of them put to the fword, the vengeance of the Moors {paring 
neither woman nor child ; and had not their fovereign avoided their refentment by 
flying with fome ,of his confidents to Mombaza he would no doubt have been con- 
founded with their oppreffors, and have fhared their fate. On reaching Mombaza and 

relating what had’ paffed, Matthew de Mendez de Vafconcellos, who commanded on 
this coaft, equipped an armament againft the ifland, and re-eftablifhed the monarch on 
his throne, punifhed the chiefs of the infurre€tion, and fuch as had been confpicuoufly 
guilty, and aweing others, who in confequence of the examples he made even awhile 
deterred from fuch deeds. After compleating this enterprize, as glorious for the Por- 

. tuguele nation as creditable to the general, he returned to Mombaza; but the conver- 
_fion of the fovereign who.embraced the chriftian faith, and his marriage with a Portue | 
guete lady, occafioned other ind more fatal rebellions. 
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, Oppofite to Melinda is a {mall ifland called Lamo, governed by three. different kings 
tributary to Portugal. The Portuguefe, incapable of fupporting the infolence of the 
Moors of Ampaza, one of the towns of this ifland, who were bitter enemies of the 
Chriftians and guilty of all kinds of cruelty towards them, entirely deftroyed that 
capital, as will be related in the fucceeding chapter. : 

‘The inveteracy of the Mgors was not confined to this town, for the king of Lamo, 
who profeffed himfelf their friend, betrayed them and delivered up to the Turks Roch 
de Britto Falcon in the manner I fhall explain. 

_ Inthe fame year the Turks difpatched from the Straits of Mecca (Babelmandel) a 
galley commanded by Meer Ali Bey, a Turkifh corfair, for the purpofe of pillaging and 
facking Melinda. 

This pirate was fo fortunate that the fuccefs of his voyage even exceeded his expec- 
tations, for as foon as the Moors perceived his flag they immediately rofe in this favour 
againft the Portuguefe. : £ 

At this period Roch de Britto was failing with the commander of Melinda for the 
Indies, and when he arrived at Lamo, was apprized of the expedition of the Turkifh 
commander whom he ftudied to avoid on account of the inequality of his force. The king 
of Lamo, a Moor fubje& to Portugal, affured Falcon that he might remain on his ifland in 

rfeét fecurity, where he trufted the Turk would not venture to come to attack him, but 
if he,did, promifed to defend him, as well as the {mall number of Chriftians with him, 
at the peril of his life. Roch de Britto, far from fufpetting treachery, confided in the 
promifes of the Moor and remained on the ifland, whither the Turk, as foon as informed 
of his place of refuge, purfued:him. The perfidious Moor, who had fecretly refolved on 
facrificing the Portuguefe, introduced their enemy into the ifland, where the Portuguefe 
being furprized, were made flaves. Captain Britto himfelf, fupported by a few, feized 
abuckler and fword, and refolved on felling his life and liberty as dearly as poffibie; 
but the Turks overpowering the little band with numbers, moft of his party were killed, 
and himfelf dangeroufly wounded. The Turk, who fought to fave the life of this cap- 
tain, lefs from the value he had for fuch an illuftrious character than from the hope he 
had of obtaining a high ranfom, ordered great care to be taken of him, and caufed him 
to be fent to Conftantinople ; but the vexation Britto endured at feeing himfelf thus 
factificed and overcome, combined with the number and badnefs of his wounds, caufed 
his death on the voyage, fo that the only fruit gathered by the corfair from his victory 
was a few flaves, and a booty valued at about a hundred and fifty thoufand crowns 
(#£18,750.) < ‘ 


* 
CHAP. Ill. — Of the Revenge of the Portuguefe on the Traitors of the towns of Am- 
paza, Lame, and Mombaza, the Inhabitants of which were put to the Sword, and 
. their Houfes, after firft undergoing Pillage, burnt. : : 


THE lofs fultained by the Portuguefe from the capture of the veffel of Roch de 
Britto, affeéted them far lefs than his death, and that of his companions, for which they 
refolved on taking ample vengeance on the Moors; but they fuffered fome time to 
elapfe without teftifying any fuch intention, that the Moors might be lulled into fecu- 
rity oy the fancy that they were afraid to attack them, or were inclined to pafs over their 
treachery. . ° 

Don Duane de Menefes, Viceroy of the Indies, who took this affair to heart more 
nearly than he feemed to do. caufed a fleet to ‘be eauipved, confifting of two galeons, 
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three galleys, and twelve galicts; the ¢dutmand -of ‘which. he.entrulted to Martin-Al- 
fonzo'de’Mello, with Simon de Beitte-de Caftre under him -for. ‘lieutenant ; ‘and, on 
board thele veflels fix hundved:atd. fifty Portuguefe, no lefs animated:.witha-defire of 
revenging their relatives atid friends than with a thirft for glory. ee 

This armament failed from the port of Goa on the 9th January 1587, a feafon-of the 
year bet fuiting a voyage to Africa from India, and, with a-conftantly favouring wind, 
reached Ampaza on-the 28th of the fame month. ‘The Portuguefe failed paft this town 
without halting, and proceeded to’ Magadaxo, which they expeéted to take at the firft 
affault, but which defended itfelf in-a moft vigorous and ‘fuccefsful rganner, as like- 
wife did the Moorifh inhabitants of Brava, fo that the expedition was.obliged to raife 
the fiege of both towns, and make for the Seven Uninhabited Iflands oppofite-to the 
town of Ampaza. . 

This place, which is as ftrong from its natural pofition as by its fortifications and the 
number of its inhabitants, was befieged in form by the Portuguefe. They anchored 
before the town, the monarch of which was fo powerful as to be dreaded by his neigh. 
bours; full of revenge and -anxious for battle; the refiftance they had to encounter 
ferving: but the more to inflame their courage. : 

Scarcely had the Portuguefe reached the'Road before they landed part of their troops, 
who opened the trenches before the town, while the- naval part of the armament at- 
aced: it from the fea with incredible fury. The inhabitants, furprized at feeing them. 
felves befieged, without knowing by whom, fent out a veffel to reconnoitre, and when 
on its return they had intimation that it was the Portuguefe, they began to dread. their 
jut refentment. 

The king, after holding a council of war, publifhed an ordinance, enjoining every 
one under pain of death above fourteen years of age to take up-arms for the defence 
of their country, their liberty, ‘and his throne, flattering them-with fuccours from the 
‘Turks, and confiding in what the kings his neighbours would furnifh, in cafe the fiege 
fhould be continued. Thefe hopes and neceffity ferved to infpirit the inhabitants to defend 
themfelves, which they did refolutely for the {pace of fome days : but the befieged feeing 
the Portuguele availing themfelves of the low water to difembark other troops, and that 
no fuccours arrived, fuffered fear to get the better of hope, and gave way to tumult. 
The king, folicitous of {topping the rifing infubordination, fpoke to them in the following 
terms, trufting he might recal them to a fenfe of duty. “ I have caufed you to be 
“* collected, my dear triends, to reprefent the danger you run in cafe you refufe a laft 
‘* effort for your deliverance ; but as I know that you are more dearly attached to the 
‘* honour of your country than the prefervation of your property or even your lives, I 
** befeech yon, by the love you bear me and my government, to employ that bravery 
“* which is fo natural to you in the defence of a prince, who, by his own example, will 
“! thew that he does not value his own life, when your property and lives are at ftake, 
“ Let us not therefore by a cowardly flight to the interior attempt to feek a fafety we 
‘¢ fhould not find, but remember that the Caffres, who are more attachéd to the Portu- 
* guefe'than us, will feek with them to wreak vengeance on our heads. Let us, my 
“dear fubjeéts, thew that we can rely in confidence on ourfelves, though the kings my 
*¢ neighbours do abandon me on this trying occafion; let us make a law of neceflity 
* which thal ftand inftead of all affiftance, and give new vigour to our courage. Be but ® 
* faithful and firm, and fhould our refiftance be attended with fuccefs, I promife you, 
“< on the word and honour of a king, that henceforth I will be to all of you rather a 
+¢~father than a fovereign.”” 


¢ 
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- This fpeech from the mouth of a king, who.called on them for the exercife of 'a 
courage, which from what he forefaw was indifpenfable, had-a powerful effe&t on his 
auditors, who fwore in the moft folemn manner to ufe all their exertions for the defence 
of the ftate. But as thefe people are as fuperftitious as they are difficult to govern, they 
facrificed a white fheep, perfuaded that the oppofite fide on which it fhould fall on re- 
ceiving the mortal blow would be that would obtain the vidtory. The day being fixed 
for the ceremony, the people affembled in the fquare to which the fheep was led, when 
turning its head towards the eaft they placed on its head a compofition of rice and 
vinegar, withm garland of palms; the facrificer then after certain invocations, to which 
the people made refponfes, ftruck it with a club on the head, the animal falling towards 
the Portuguefe, they confidered it an infallible prefage that they ‘fhould defeat them. 
The rumour of the favourable omen quickly fpread through the town which refounded 
with fhouts of joy as all now flattered themfelves with obliging the Portuguefe to raife 
the fiege, and involve them in confufion and ruin. The people on this occafion re+ 
newed their homage to the king, and touching his knee with their hand, as a laft prow 
teftation of fidelity, raifed it on their head, 

While the Moors were employed in the ceremonies of offering facrifices to their gods, 
and in doing homage to their prince, the Portuguefe, availing themfelves of the low 
water, were difembarking, and had formed themfelves into three battalions. The firft 
was commanded by Simon de Britto de Caftres, the fecond by the captain general of 
Melinda, and the third by the general of the army. The two firft battalions marched 
direét againft the Moors who had entrenched themfelves in the town, which was vigo- 
roufly attacked, and defended with equal refolution; but the refiftance of the Moors 
provoking the Portuguefe to redoubled exertions, they forced the entrenchments, upon 
which the Moors retired into the town. With the Moors the Portuguefe entered pell mel, 
but here they met with fo violent a fire as arrefted them in the midft of their progrefs ; 
for, feparate from the Moors within the town, exceeding much in numbers thofe who 
had been oppofed to the Portuguefe at the trenches, the men who had been prefent at 
the facrifice feeing themfelves called upon by the prefence of the enemy, rufhed to 
arms, divided themfelves into‘fquads, and taking their ftations in old ftone buildings, 
poured fuch a quick and well direGted fire on the Portuguefe that many of them were 
killed. ; : 

In the mean time the general, at the head of his battalion, attacked the town: from 
the land fide, and gained an eminence which commanded the place. . This new attack, . 
which was very warm, obliged the Moors to divide their forces and fly to the part menaced 
with greateft danger. Such indeed was the peril deemed that the grand cacis, their 
chief prieft, and whofe prefence alone could reftore their fallen courage, rufhed to the 
fpot ; but the death of their king fpread fuch general con{ternation among the befieged 
that they immediately gave way, and fought in vain, within the walls of their houles, 
a fafety no where to be found. The Portuguefe followed them conftantly with greater 
fury than ever, and found no obftacles to their progrefs. Men, women, and children 
were put to the fword, and fo blind in fhort was the rage of the Europeans; that not 
even an animal efcaped deftruétion ; thus avenging, as they faid, the death of their com- 
rades, and the treachery of the Moors towards their nation. 

The town being given up to pillage, it became the theatre of inhumanity which 
would difgrace the moft bloody war. The moft vile indignities were lavifhed on the 
dead body of the monarch ; his head was cut off, ftuck on the point of a lance, and 
afterwards, together with the town, was condemned ‘o the flames. The conilagra- 
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tion was,fo dreadful, that the whole place was reduced to athes-as well as'the fuburbs, 
where the Portuguefe felled more thai eight thonfand palm trees, the beauty and prin. 
cipal wealth of the ifland ; thus did they utterly ruin this part of the country, defirous 
of leaving an eternal monument of their victory and revenge, and a frightful warning 
to thofe who fhould dare to thew themfelves their enemies. 

After the ruin of this great town, the Portuguefe failed towards Lamo, which had 
revolted, and, not content with refufing the i tribute to the King of Portugal, 
had been guilty of the treafon before related. towards Roch de Brito. The King of 
Lamo, confcious of his criminal conduét, and defirous of efcaping the reigntment of the 
Portuguefe, fought, to avoid by flight, a peril which he did not dare, however much a 
hero, to front. The Portuguefe commander, who was made acquainted with the fear 
and fight of this prince, whofe fpoil he was anxious 'to poflels, upon this declared him 
an enemy fo the crown of Portugal, and as fuch, confifcated all his property. The 
general afterwards entered the town at the head of his troops to feize upon the moft 
guilty, and having made a ftri@ ferutiny, condemned fuch as he difcovered to exem- 

lary punifhment. He now repaired to the coaft of Melinda, where the king awaited 
bim with fuch anxiety, that as foon as the Portugufe fquadron had caft anchor he went 
on board, the commander receiving him with thofe expreffions of joy and refpe& which 
are conftantly fhewn to monarchs, even when in a {tate of warfare with them, 

The fame of the revenge taken by the Portuguele {pread over all the country, and 
fo much aftonifhed and terrified the Moors, that every one refolved on courting their 
friendfhip, feeing they were thus terrible, not only when really offended, but even when 
they faricied an injury. , 

‘The commander, whofe conduét and valour had aleady filled the Moors with refpect 

and dread of the Portuguefe name, failed from Melinda, where he left fome fick behind 
him, and fteered for Mombaza, whither the king of Melinda accompanied him, 
reinforcing him with three of his own veffels. 
. The Portuguefe availed themfelves of this opportunity, than which none appeared to 
them more fit for laying fiege to Mombaza, and landed for the purpofe in its neighbour. 
hood: At firft they encountered a vigorous refiftance, but this ferved only to heighten 
their glory the more, it being inadequate to preventing their ultimate fuccefs, the king 
being at lait obliged to fubmit to the king of Portugal, as previoufly had been the king 
of Ampuza, who, after his rebellion, became tributary to this {overcign of Mombaza. 

The Moors, when they found refiftance vain, offered a capitulation, which, as the 
Portuguefe on this occafion fought for conqueft and not revenge, was granted, on 
condition of the vanquifhed paying forty thoufand crowns for the expenfe of the war, 
and difmantling the town, : 


CHAP, IV.— Tbe Moors of Melinda requeft Succour of the Turks, in a meditated 
Rebellion againft the Portugufe. 


‘THE dominion of the Portuguefe being odious and heavy in the eyes of the Moors 
oF Melinda, they deputed emiflaries to Meer Ali Bey, who commanded a Turkith 
{quadron in the Red Sea, to intreat affiftance ; in confequence he fitted out four galleys 
for that coaft, being rendered confident from the former éxpedition in which he cap- 
tured Roch de Britto and his veffel. Flattered with the hopes of fimilar fuccefs and 
already counting on the profit and pillage he fhould make, he concluded a league mh 
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the Moors, thefe holding out to him a fair profpect of defeating and utterly ruining 
the Portuguefe. The difficulty, however, which Meer Ali Bey had to contend with in 
finding timber fuited to the conftruétion of his galleys, caufing him a longer delay than 
he reckoned upon, the Portuguefe tock advantage of it to render themfelves fole and 
abfolute mafters of Melinda, perfectly fubduing the inhabitants and depriving them of 
all hopes of affiftance. 

The intreaties of the deputies were fo urgent that Meer Ali Bey put to fea with the 
four galleys and the veflel he two years before had captured from the Portuguefe. He 
coafted along the whole coaft of Melinda, as far as Mogadaxo, the Moorifh population 
of which received him with open arms, and made him valuable prefents, in the view of 
engaging him to become their protetor. He afterwards touched at all the large and 
fmall towns of this coaft from which he drew various other prefents, fometimes gra- 
tuitoufly offered, but exated where not voluntarily given; he then continued his 
voyage to Melinda, where arriving in the night he lowered his fails and came to an 
anchor, meaning to attack the place the next day, as he was aware that the King who 

- commanded there was in the intereft of the Portuguefe. 

Matteo de Vafconcellos, governor of the coaft of Melinda, feeing himfelf befet both by 
fexand land, held confultation with the king, the refult of which was that they fhould de- 
fend themfelves to the laft extremity. They confequently mounted fome pieces of can- 
non on a fandy eminence commanding the road, the fire from which fo much diftreffed 
the galleys of the Turks, as to induce them to withdraw towards Mombaza, where 
they determined. on fortifying themfelves, with intention of driving the Portuguefe 
wholly from the coaft ; but Providence, who fuftained them, continued its protection 
on this occafion, for as foon as Vafconcellos faw himfelf attacked, he forwarded intel- 
ligence to Emanuel de Soufa Coutinho, governor of the Indies, that he might render 
him prompt affiftance, which he did. To the relief of Vafconcellos this governor dif- 
patched two galliaffes, five galleys, fix galliots, and fix tranfports, on board of which 

- were nine hundred foldiers, the fquadron being placed under the command of Thomas 
de Soufa Coutinho, who failed with it from Goa the beginning of January 1588, with 
a fair wind. The favouring weather enjoyed by the fquadron at its departure was not 

‘ conftant through the voyage ; when out at fea fo dreadful a tempeft arofe as obliged 
the commander to fend back one of the galleys, which had fprung a leak, and the 
crew of whith, to lighten the veffel, had been forced to throw overboard much of 
her lading : two galliaffes, in addition, were left in the gulph to prevent the Turks 
from entering, and the remainder of the armament proceeded on its voyage at_the 
mercy of the ftorm, and without the crew knowing whither they were borne. The 
tempett lafted almoft the whole night through; but the wind falling as the dawn ap- 
proached, they diftinguifhed fires in the diftance towards that part of the coaft of 
Ethiopia which they imagined to be uninhabited, and making towards the {pot, they 

found them to be thofe of the fhips feparated by the ftorm; on joining them they re- 
turned thanks to Providence, as, but for thefe fires, they would infallibly have been 
wrecked on the coaft. iz oe 

They now changed their courfe, bearing down for Melinda, and reached the. port 
of Brama, the Moors of which were now friendly to the Portuguefe ; here they were 
informed of the paflage of the four Turkith galleys, and of their having forcibly. exatted 
contributions of money from the town, acting rather as plunderers than as deliverers, 

The Portuguefe armament, after. remaining two days in this port for the purpofe of 
receiving information refpecting the Turkith fquadron, proceeded and caft anchor oR 
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pofite to Ampaza*, a town which had been fo completely ruined, two years before, by 
Martin Alfonfo de Mello, that not one ftone was left upon another, but which the 
prince of Ampaza had already rebuilt. This fovereign was furprized as much as his 
predeceffor had been at the appearance of the Portuguefe, but taught by the example 
made of that predeceffor and his people, of the danger of refifting thefe Europeans, he 
chofe a wifer policy. 

Equally prudent,and brave, this prince fent ambaffadors to the commanders of the Por- 
tuguefe fquadron, made tender of every thing he could have occafion for, and offered to 
join his forces if requifite : he moreover intimated that he might enter the town in perfect 
fecurity, for he had conftantly been as friendly difpofed towards the Portuguefe as he 
was inimical to the Turks, whom he had never fuffered to enter his port but when it 
was out of his power to prevent them. If he had avoided the Portuguefe, he faid, 
upon the occafion of their ruining the town in 1586, at leaft he had not affifted the 
monarch againft whom they fought, and whofe territories he now poffefled, and con- 
fequently he had proved by his‘ neutrality then, that he had not been their enemy ; he 
moreover added, that they fhould ever find him, now and in time to come, a friend 
incapable of entertaining even a thought of treachery towards them. The commander 
made a fuitable reply to this courteous demeanor, and profeffed that, the Portuguefe 
would feel themfelves honoured by his friendfhip. 

While the fquadron were taking in water at Lamo, the commander received news 
from Vafconcellos of the Turks under Meer Ali Bey being at Mombaza,. where it 
would be eafy to fall upon them by furprize, as they were lulled in fancied fecurity. 
Vafconcellos’ account of their unprepared condition to refift Coutinho, recommended 
an attack before the Turk fhould have intelligence of his arrival. Coutinho followed 
this advice, prohibited any one from leaving the fhip, and immediately failed, reaching 


- the town of Melinda by night, off which they anchored. Notwithftanding the general 


prohibition againft leaving the fhip, a number of Portuguefe noblemen, or fdalgos, 
were, permitted to land here, in order to pay their refpects to the faithful fovereign of 
the place, and deliver to him a magnificent prefent from the governor of the Indies. 
Coutinho, learning that the king of Pemba and his fon, who had been driven from 
their kingdom by their mutinous fubjeéts, were then at Melinda, and aware that unlefs 
the Portuguefe affifted them they would have no chance of re-eftablifhment on their 


* throne, took both on board his fquadron and engaged to reinftate them. Scarcely 


had they arrived before Mombaza, when the Turks, who had fortified themfelves there, 
teftified their readinefs to engage the Portuguefe’by a falute of artillery. 

- Thomas de Souza Coutinho, feeing their eagernefs for battle, iffued direétions for 
entering the port and carrying the town. Matteo Mandes led the van, compofed of 
{mall veflels gallantly hung with ftreamers; the galliots and four galleys clofed the 
rear. In this order they proceeded to the found of drums and trumpets, accompanied 
by fhouts of joy and loud anticipations of vi€ory, the proceffion refembling rathez 
a triumphal entry than preparations for a bloody engagement. ‘The flotilla wholly 
fiighted the fire of the fort, the guns of which played without effect on the fhips 


* In recent maps the ifland Lamo is omitted, thongh Mombaza, Pemba, Zanzibar, and Monfia are given. 
‘This appears the more extraordinary, as it is marked in the two-fheet map of Africa, by Moll, publithed the 
beginning of the la{t century. It lies at the mouth of one of the rivers which’defcend from the ridge of moun- 
tains termed The Spine of the World, or Lupara; and, from being divided, as is reprefented in this work, 
among three kings, muft neceffarily be populous and fertile. The ifland is probably alluvional, as well 
from its pofition at the mouth of the river, as from the number of date trees upon it; the palm delighting 
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as they paffed, and gave new venom, by their inutility towards retarding the progrefs 

_of the Portuguefe, to the rage of Meer Ali Bey. When within gun-fhot, each 
veflel poured a well-dire€ted broadfide on the fort, the confequence of which 
was the death of the governor, under. whom Meer Ali Bey acted as lieutenant-general. 
The death of this perfonage occafioned a general panic; and Ali Bey was one of the 
firft to abandon the fort .and feek refuge in the town. The Portuguefe, taking advan- 
tage of the confufion, immediately attacked the fort; and fix fidalgoes, on this 
occafion, gave fignal proofs of valour in feizing the ftandards of the Turks and fub- 
ftituting the Portuguefe flag. Not content with the capture of the fort, perceiving that 
two galleys of the Turks had moved for protection under the batteries from the town, 
Matteo Mandes engaged them with {uch impetuofity and fuccefs, that he {peedily cap- 
tured both. This victory, obtained with little trouble or effufion of blood, was highly 
advantageous, the prizes taken being loaded with merchandize and money. A‘ter putting 
in chains the Turks who were found on board, Mandes purfued the two other galleys, 
and the other veffel, of greater bulk and higher out of the water than the reft: thefe 
furrendered without a conteft, and the crews were made flaves. 

After thefe two exploits, in which the Portuguefe deftroyed a hundred Turks, made 
eighty prifoners, and releafed from flavery all the Chriftians they found, the commander 
of the expedition ordered Don Francis Mafcarenhas to remove the cannon from the 
fort and bring it on board, which, with much difficulty, was effected. 

The Portuguefe, who, from being too humane, had been fo frequently deceived by 
thefe barbarians, refolved on plundering the town of Mombaza; but the king, affured 
of the war terminating to his prejudice, fent a deputation to the commander entreating 
peace in the name of himfelf and people. The anfwer of the commander was favour- 
able; fatisfied of its being advantageous to the fovereign whom he ferved, rather 
to obtain fecurity and eftablith his rights by the fubmiffion of a rebel, than to purchafe 
obedience by the effufion of blood, he granted the requeft of the king and people, 
ftipulating as conditions, that he fhould in twenty-four hours deliver up all the ‘Turks 
in the place, without which he would execute the orders of the king his malter, and 
his own refolves. ° 

This anfwer gratified the king of Mombaza, as it allowed him an entire day to 
determine on what meafures he fhould take. In the interval he withdrew from ‘the 
town, which was abandoned by every individual, and fecretly retired with Meer Ali 
Bey to the woods; fo that the Portuguefe, receiving no anfwer by the time {tipulated, 
and knowing nothing of their retreat, difembarked five hundred men, who, under the. 
ftandard of the Crucifix and the Arms of Portugal, marched towards Mombaza, of 
which they made themfelves rafters, finding no one to oppofe them. The town, 
after being given up to plunder, was fet on fire and reduced to afhes. 


8 CHAP. V.— Meer Ali Bey made Prifoner. 


WHILE the Portuguefe were engaged with the Turks, certain Zimbas on the other 
fide of the army beholding with pleafure the fuccels of the Portuguefe, fent deputies 
to the general to plan meafures for their aéting in concert with him, either by a 
diverfion or a union of forces with the army of Portugal, with the fovereign and 
fubjeGis of which they withed to form a treaty of alliance. The propofal was readily. - 
embraced, and the meafures planned were as fuccefsfully profecuted; for the Zimbas 
hunted the troops of Mombaza from their coverts in t ¢ foreft, while the Portuguefe 
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occupied the plain: the Moors made a ftout refiftance in.certain defiles, in which they: 
had..entrenched themfelves ; but the Zimbas, who fought occafion to fignalize them- 
felyes, were rendered by refiftance the more refolute and fanguinary, and ultimately 
drove them from the foreft into the open country, where they were either cut in 
pieces or made flaves. 

Meer Ali Bey in defpair threw himfelf into the fea, with a. view of drowning him- 
felf, being unwilling to furvive his defeat; but affiftance given in time preferved him 
from a defperate end, for a lot he regarded with lefs pleafure than even death itfelf: the 
Portuguefe made him prifoner, and carried him on board their veflel. The captain of 
the galleys of this prince, a Carife, and a fon and brother of the king of Quilife, who 
were with the king of Mombaza, fhared the fame fate. One of thefe was ranfomed, 
but the other was beheaded for having taken part with the Turks againft_ the Portu- 
guefe. Thefe did not ufe reprifals towards Meer Ali Bey, by whom Roch de Britto 
was fo ill ufed when enflaved. 

This general, whofe temper of mind was fuch as enabled him to accommodate 
himfelf eafily to circumftances, faluted the commander of the fquadron with great 
humility on going on board, and obferved to him at the fame time, in an open and 
frank manner, that as the accidents of fortune could neither add to nor diminith from 
his natural qualifications and worth, he regarded the cafualty which had befallen him, 
as one of thofe common occurrences of war which place the vitor in the place of 
the vanquifhed ; and as this was not the firft time he had been obliged to fubmit to a 
conqueror, having once before been carried a prifoner into Spain, he had fome cons 
folation in having fallen rather into the hands of the Portuguefe than the Zimbas, 
whofe brutality was extreme. 

‘Che general gave him to underftand that the treatment he fhould receive, would not 
be regulated by that he had fhewn to Rech de Britto 3 but on the contrary, that he 
fhould have no room to complain of his country, much les of himfelf, or any of his 

eople. 
si This victory was followed by the news brought by the veffels before Mombaza, 
of that obtained by Thomas Coutinho over the Turks. So that the Portuguefe, anxious 
to depart, fent Matteo Mandes de Vafconcellos to reinftate the king of Pemba in his 
dominions, the fame who had proceeded in the fleet with them from Melinda. The 
Portuguefe by this fhewed, that if they dethroned thofe kings who dared to become 
their enemies, they knew how to proteé and re-eftablith fuch as ceafed to be fo. 

After the re-effablithment of this prince, the Portuguefe left the coaft of Pemba 
for that of Melinda, where they received thofe congratulations which are due to fuch 
as by their courage or conduét render themfelves refpectable: what however molt 
furprized the inhabitants of Melinda was, to find among the flaves captured by the 
Portuguefe the general of the Turks himfelf: this circumftance gave origin to a faying 
which has ever fince that time been current, that, “ Os Portugaifes nad fe tome 
“* nimguem, porque tarde o cedo tho had da pagar*.”” 

Meer Ali Bey being about to go on board the commodore’s galley, he was informed. 
that he would there meet with the king of Melinda, and that, as it was his misfortune 
to ke fubject to a foreign yoke, it would be fit he fhould fink fomewhat of his natural 
pride on approaching a prince, before whom fubmiffivenefs would be moft becoming. 
‘This general, no lefs fenfible than brave, made anfwer, that the misfortune of being 
overcome was not with him a fubjeé of defpair; and that having at all times fhewn 


é ‘ 
* The Portuguefe take not} .ng from any one but what foon or late they pay again. 
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the greateft refpe& to crowned heads, he certainly fhould not fail in reverenge towards 

the king of Melinda, to whom it was due, not only on account of his dignity, but for” 
his perfonal merits, his valour, and the friendfhip by which he was united to the 

king of Portugal. Sentiments like thefe, which proceed from thofe noble minds alone 

that are unmoved by the events of war, the accidents of human life, made Ali Bey be 

regarded in fo refpe€table a light among the Portuguefe, that many even envied his 

fate. Thus had this general the confolation, when in chaius, to fill his enemies with 

equal awe as when arrayed in arms in the field. 


CHAP. VI.— The Portuguefe arrive at Lamo; feize the Perfon of the King of that 
Town, and publicly behead him. 


THE arriyal of the Portuguefe before Lamo, where they anchored, greatly embarrafled 
the fovereign, who regarded their prefence as a reproach for his treachery towards 
their nation. Apprehenfive of evil confequences, a council was held; in this it was 
determined, that a complimentary deputation fhould be fent to the Portuguefe on 
occafion of their arrival in port, the minifters hoping that a mild demeanour would 
palfy their arms, and deaden thei defire of vengeance. The king, to pay a higher 
compliment, refolved on, being himfelf the meflenger. Advifed of the intended 
honour, the general received the king with all the refpect and confideration due to his 
rank, as well on his own part as on that of his men, who were fo inftruéted: but 
when he fhould be inclined to depart, the men were inftruéted to follow his example 
in oppofing the departure of the king, or that of thofe with him. . : 

The orders of the commander were exaétly obeyed. The Portuguefe now held 
acouncil, in which the treachery exercifed by the king of Lamo towards Roch de 
Britto was again canvaffed ; and it was at length concluded, that the better to eftablith 
’ the authority of their country; it would be wrong to fpare the blood of an inimical 
and perfidious king. 

The prince, who flattered himfelf that his frank demeanour would caufe the 'Portu- 
guefe to forget their refentment, was much furprifed, when, on preparing to leave the 
galley, he received a treatment fo oppofite to that fhewn him on his arrival; but the 
order for his arreft was fo fecretly given, and fo well executed, that in a few days they 
fentenced him to death, as the heavieft punifhment that could be inflicted on him, and 
one that would ftrike terror‘ into the minds of other monarchs, ‘and make them 
cautious of incurring the anger of the Portuguefe by any fimilar treacon. At the fame 
time to render this action as remarkable to future ages, as it had in any that had 
preceded this been uncommon, an ordonnance was publifhed by which all the lords fub- 
ject to Portugal and all the officers of the army were fummoned to be prefent on occa- 
fion of the execution, under penalty in cafe of defe€tion of being declared rebels. This 
injunction was iffued by the Portuguefe lefs for the purpofe of rendering honour to the 
condemned monarch, than that his death might be looked upon as an exarple: in 
the ordonnance the time and place where the {caffold would be erected were particu- 
larized. This the general furrounded with two hundred armed men, and all the 
avenues to the place were lined with guards, left the Moors fhould attempt to refcue 
their king, and releafe him from punifhment. ; : 

All things now being ready, the fentence of the king and his chief accomplices was 
read aloud, to whom alfo at the place of execution their condemnation was repeated, 
it was couched as follows : ‘ 

5B2 Sentence 
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“« Sengence pronounced in the name of Do Emanuel the very mighty and formidable 
**. prince; ‘lord, and king of Portugal, by Thomas de Souza Coutinho, general of the 
*-armiy of the faid Don Emanuel, by and with the advice of a council of nobles and 
“ officers, who with one common voice have condemned the king of Lamo to have 
“ his head fevered from his body, and all his property and dominions confifcated to the 
“* profit of the Crown of Portugal. We confirm this fentence, firft: becaufe the 
“king is an ufurper, without any juft pretence to the kingdom of Lamo; and 
* fecondly : becaufe of-his violation of the rights of nations, and therein being puilty of 
** treafon, inafmuch as he delivered up Britto and forty of his foldiers into the hands 
“ of the Turks. Moreover, we declare that if any of the kings of this coaft fhall pre- 
‘© fume to carry off the body of the king of Lamo after his execution, they fhall be 
“ looked upon as rebels, and punifhed as fuch by the lofs of their thrones: and we will 
“ that this fentence become public, as well as the death of the treacherous prince againit 
** whom it is pronounced, that all pofterity knowing his perfidy may at the fame time fee 
“ the juftice of the mighty king of Portugal by whom this fentence is pronounced.” 

After the laft reading of the fentence, the condemned monarch was feated in a chair on 
the fcaffold covered with carpeting, and in this pofition his head was cut off, as at the 
fame time were thofe of the brother of the Quilife, one of his adherents, and of the. 
two ambaffadors who had been fent by the king to-Meer Ali Bey. ‘I’hefe laft perfons 
were all of them beheaded at the foot of the fcaffold, but the king alone fuffered on the 
fcaffold. 

The Moors, however averfe, were conftrained to be witneffes of the execution of 
their king and his friends, for they had neither means nor courage to attempt their re- 
leafe. ‘Their entreaties were found vain, and even prefents and offers to ranfom them 
ineffetual ; for the Portuguefe with reafon imagined that the advantage they fhould ul- 
timately derive from fuch an example would render them more formidable than a more 
humane procedure could do. : 

If this expedition coft fome their lives, it coft others confiderable fums of money ; 
for the kings who had opened their treafuries to the Turks were each of them taxed four 
thoufand crowns towards the expenfes of the war. 

The vengeance of the Portuguefe extended even to one of the principal baftions of the 
port of Lamo ; this was demolithed on account of the refiftance at this part having been 
lefs than in other parts of the fortifications of the town. 

The prince of Sio, among the number of thofe who had failed of obeying the Por- 
tuguefe commander on his {ummons to repair to Lamo, as well as the prince of Pata, was 
condemned to have his capital difmantled, and to pay a fine of three thoufand crowns. 

After the Portuguefe had punifhed all the defaulters among the princes, they propofed 
to fail for the ifland of Mandra, to take in water. Now this ifland is difficult of accefs, 
and this circumftance had rendered its inhabitants fo infolent, that they held out againtt 
the whole Portuguele force, and refufed payment of the cuftomary tribute. The Moors, 
trufting that the Portuguefe were acquainted with the danger of this port, the entrance 
of whick can only be attempted at moft imminent rifk, denied them water, and oppoied 
the landing of the foldiers who were coming on fhore to provide themfelves with articles 
of the laft neceflity ; telling them in a mocking ftrain, that they would not admit any 
thing foreign among them, and that, had they power to oppofe the common law of 
nature and prevent the obtrufion of the fun’s rays, even thefe fhould not be fuffered 
to penetrate tito their houfes. : ; 

‘The Portuguefe, not deterred by fuch a filly gafconade, made them quickly fee that, 
if they were unable to refift t! e introduction of the beams of the great luminary of day, 

3 they 
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they were equally powerlefs to refift acknowledging the might of Portugal ; and making 
for the ifland with repeated falvos of artillery, they ran the ritk of the bar at the mouth, 
and reefs round the port, and filled thefe people fo thoroughly with dread and aftonith- 
ment, that, forgetful of their firft refolves on defence, they abandoned their town and 
property to the Portuguefe, who after pillaging it fet it on fire, and deftroyed more 
than two thoufand palm-trees, which formed as well the ornament as the chief wealth of 
the ifland. : 

After the deftruétion of Mahdra, the general refolved on returning to Goa, a voyage 
which he effected in feven days. At the port of the ifland he met with Don Emanuel 
de Souza, who awaited him with impatience to efcort him in convoying the four galleys 
he had taken. 

Thefe two generals, whofe ftri& union and friendfhip for each other, neither diftance’ 
nor their different duties had power to diminith, were delighted on feeing each other, 
and lavifh of their endearments and felicitations on the reciprocal fucceffes which had 
attended their arms. : . : 

The governor of Goa, who had always looked upon the defeat and capture of Meer 
Ali Bey as an object of main importance to the crown of Portugal, .attributed the whole 
glory of this a€tion to Thomas de Souza Coutinho, and was anxious to fee the Turkifh 
commander who had given him fuch trouble. On the prefentation of Meer Ali Bey to 
the governor, he would have thrown himfelf at his feet ; but the Portuguefe general rofe 
to receive him, and prevented fuch an humiliation, inquiring if any thing was wanting in 
the treatment he received to render his captivity more comfortable. Meer Ali Bey, who 
poffeffed a fund of fenfe, made a fuitable reply in a noble and yet fubmiffive manner, 
expreffive of his fatisfaétion at having to do with conquerors fo humane as were the 
Portuguefe. It is true, anfwered Souza de Coutinho, war expofes us all to fuch 
misfortunes, and the moft experienced officers have oftentimes to endure the uncivil 
humours of an arrogant conqueror : I {peak on this fubjeét from experience of ufages 
which I myfelf fuftained while a flave in Malabar, the bare remembrance of which 
is painful. I was not only loaded with irons, but was fubject to every fpecies of - 
indignity : {till heaven, the protetor of the warrior, at length withdrew me from 
his hands, and the munificence of my fovereign has placed me in-a poft fuffici- 
ently honourable to make me forget my misfortunes. 

This little hiftory of viciffitudes happily terminated, Meer Ali Bey did not need, to 
fupport him under adverfity ; at the fame time, it gave him room to hope that he 
might experience as happy a deliverance from captivity as others had done before. But 
the Portuguefe commander, embarking for Lifbon, carried Ali Bey ~with him: {carcely 
however had this Turkifh general landed in that city, before he renounced the errors of 
the Mahomeddan religion, to embrace the faith of the crucified Jefus, and thus obtained 
with liberty the means of falvation. : 


CHAP. VIL—Of an inhabitant of the kingdom of Bengal, who lived three hundred and 
eighty years at the Interceffon of Saint Francis d’ Affife. 


.* EVEN were I not bound by that obligation which every faithful tranflator fhould 
regard, of copying with exactitude his original, I frankly confefs, I thould yet have 
chofen for the conclufion of my work, the relation of this miracle, effected by Saint 


* Here Father Charpy {peaks —The Fraencs Transrator. . 
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Francis d’Afife; and doubtlefs my author, whofe obje@in this publication was to 
give x difplay to all Furope, of the valour and piety of the Portuguefe, conceived 
that in-no better manner he could-terminate his book, than with the account of this 
miracle, operated by the Almighty, through this Saint, in the inftance of an inhabitant 
of the kingdom of Bengal. 

Don Alfonzo de Caftro, viceroy of India, anxious to know the truth of the accounts 
he had heard of the extraordinarily prolonged life of the individual in queftion, him- 
felf caufed -diligent inquiry to be made, and entreated the bifhop of Cochin, on his 
part, to fecond him by other refearches. This prelate accordingly made minute inqui- 
fition into the merits of the tale by means of his officers, and found its truth perfectly 
confirmed. 

This man lived three hundréd and eighty years; had been fubjeét to nineteen fuc- 
ceflive fovereigns ; had been married eight times ; and after the death of his laft wife 
‘had during forty-fix years been a widower: at the end of this term on taking a ninth 
wife, the young woman bore him children, as alfo had done each of his preceding 
wives. “This natural prodigy, extraordinary as it may appear in an age remote from 
that of the patriarchs, is rendered {till mere fo from the circumftance of this man, 
throughout his long life, never having been fubje@ to any malady fufficiently ferious 
to require bleeding; from his never having been liable to the tooth ‘ache, nor to 
pain on thedding his teeth, or on their growing again, though this had thrice happened : 
moreover, it is affirmed that his complexion was as ruddy as that of a man but forty 
years old, and that no wrinkles denoted his extreme age. 

Nature had not only laboured to preferve a vigorous conftitution in this wonderful 
man, fhe had equally exerted herfelf in the prefervation of his intelle€tual faculties, 
his reafon, and memory ; he readily anfwered whatever was queftioned, and the moft 
remote things, things which from lapfe of time are loft on marble and brafs, lived in 
his remembrance as faithfully as they are traced on the page of the hiftorian. 

Thofe anxious to unravel the caufe of a miracle fo unprecedented in latter ages, were 
very much divided in opinion: fome attributed it to the climate, fome to a fingular 
effort of nature; but if the good man himfelf had not developed the myftery, no one 
would have imagined it a pure effect of grace. He related that on a certain day, 
while tending his flock on the banks of the Ganges, a traveller prefented himfelf be- 
fore him, apparently weary with the tedioufnefs of the way, and his ftrength exhaufted 
by the lofs of blood he had experienced from wounds in his fides, hands, and feet. 
Thofe who had thus treated him, had moreover ftripped him of his garments and 
covered him merel;; with an old grey drefs, faftened round him by means of a cord. 
The condition pf the poor man affected him fo ftrongly that, on his entreaty to carry 
him over Jer, he took him on his fhoulders, and rendered him this trivial fervice; 
in return he .eceived from him certain grains, which he enjoined him to preferve, 
and promifed him length of years. : 

But while addreffing the ftranger for the purpofe of learning the manner in which he 
was to employ the grains fo as to try their efficacy, the traveller fuddenly va- 
nithed. The aftonifhment occafioned by his difappearing thus, ftamped fo lively a 
recolleCtion on the mind of the peafant, of the appearance of this man, whom he never 
after faw, that on entering one day a church in Bengal he recognized in a pi€ure 
of Saint Francis d’ Affife, which was fulpended over the altar, the very individual whom 
he had feen on the banks of the Ganges; and, uttering a loud exclamation—- There,” 
faid-he, “ is the mgn who promifed me length of years !”” Now, that this procraftinated 
life was owing to the interceflior_of this faint, is rendered highly probable, as well from 

his 
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“his preferving till his death the fame appearance, the fame health, and’ vigour, as he 
enjoyed at the inftant the faint vanifhed from his fight, as from the refult of. the in- 
quiries of the bithop and governor of the place... This relation is likewife further au- 
thenticated by Nunha de Cunha, viceroy of this country at the time the fortifications: 
of Dio were enlarged in 1529. 

I have read in the works of Peter de Natalibus; that Saint Severus lived 'the fpace of 
three hundred and feventy-three years, being ele&ted bifhop of Tongres when two hun- 
dred and ninety-feven years of age, and filling four bifhoprics during a fucceffion of 
feventy-fix years. Cardinal Baronius mentions the circumftance as an extraordinary 
exercife of grace. Nicolas de Cemit moreover teftifies, that aman among the Bramins: 
was known to have lived three centuries. 

‘Were Chriftians to folicit fimilar length of days, it oulght to be only to have leifure 
for repentance ;. as, however, God grants fuch long life only that man may- the better: 
prepare for the happinefs of eternal life, let us fo fpend the fhorter allotment afforded 
us, that we may hope to meet in heaven with that ultimate reward which is the endi 
of our toils, and the limit of all our hope. 
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DESCRIPTION OF THE ISLAND. 


Te! ifland of Madagafcar has excited the avaricious defires of the Europeans, ever 
fince it had the misfortune to be tolerably known. Its extent, together with the 
richnefs of its foil and produ@tions, feemed to offer to’ the people who’ fhould make 
a conqueft of it, commercial advantages which they would not, certainly, have fuf- 
fered themfelves to negle&. Luckily however, the unwholefomenefs of the climate 
has hitherto faved it from the yoke of thofe civilized nations, who affume the bar- 
barous and unjuft right of fubje&ting to their authority thofe tribes whom they call 
fevages, merely becaufe they are unacquainted with the manners and cuftoms of 
Europe. . 

There is not one of thefe civilized nations that can boaft of having facrificed even 
a few of the moft trifling interefts of commerce, to the fagred principles of the law of 
nature. All. of them have been unjuft and barbarous :@l of them have carried the 
{word, fire, and difeafe into every place to which they were attracted by the hopes of 
gain. Ought they to forget that the foil upgn which thefe favages live belongs to 
them, as much as that upon which we live belongs to us? 

The Europeans would have-acquired more folid and lafting advantages, had they 
endeavoured to introduce induftry and the arts into thofe countries which are deftitute 
of them. Thefe prefents would not have been unproduétive ; and commerce would 
have foon experienced how much preferable that mild and humane method is, to the 
unjuft and cruel nieans which they employed to fubdue the unfortunate inhabitants of 
all thofe countries which held forth to them any new objects of wealth. 

The ifland of Madagafcar was difcovered in 1506, by Lawrence Almeyda; but the 
Perfians and Arabs knew it from time immemorial, under the name of Sarandib. 

Alphonfo Albuquerque commiffioned. Ruy Pereira dy Conthintho to explore the 
interior part .of it, and ordered Triftan d’Acunha to fail round it, and mark the bear- 
ings of its- principal capes and head lands. 

This ifland is divided into twenty-eight provinces, which are, Anefy, Manapani, the 
valley of Amboule, Vohitzan, Watte.Manahore, Ycondre, Etomampo, Adchimoufy, Ereng- 
dranes, Vobitz-Anghombes, Manacarongha, Mantatane, Antaveres, Ghalemboule, Fama- 
tave, Sahaveb, Voulon-Voulou, Andafoutchy, Manghabey, Adcimoutchy, Mandrarey, 
Ampatre, Caremboule, Mahafalley, Houlowvey, Sivab, Yvandrhou, and Machicores. 
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When the Portuguefe difcovered Madagafcar, they wifhed to give it the name #f 
the ifland of St. Lawrence. In the reign of Henry IV. the French named it I Dau- 
phine: but though its real name is Madecaff, it is generally known under. that’ of 
Madagafcar. i ; 

This large ifland, according to feveral learned geographers, is the Cerne of Pliny and 
the Minuthiafde of Ptolemy. ‘ 

It extends almoft N.N.E. andS..S. W. and lies between the twelfth and twenty-fixth 
degrees of fouthern latitude. 

We may reckon that the fuperficies of this ifland, fo celebrated for the fertility of its 
foil, and the variety of its produétions, contains two hundred millions of acres of ex» 
cellent land. It is watered on all fides by ftreams and large rivers; and above all by 
a great number of fmall rivulets, which have their fources at the bottom-of that long 
chain of mountains which feparates the eaftern from the weftern coaft. The two highett 
mountains in the ifland are Vigagora in the north, and Botiftmene in the fouth. 

Thefe mountains contain in their bowels abundance of foffils and valuable minerals, 
The traveller who, in the purfuit of knowledge, traverfes for the firft time wild and 
mountainous countries, interfected by ridges and valleys, where nature, abandoned to 
its own fertility, prefents the moft fingular and varied produ@ions, cannot help being 
often ftruck with terror and furprife on viewing thofe awful precipices, the fummits of 
which are covered with trees, as ancient, perhaps, as the world. His aftonithment is 
increafed when he hears the noife of immenfe cades, which are fo inacceffible that it 
is impoflible for him to approach them. But thefe fcenes, truly picturefque, are always 
fucceeded by rural views, delightful hills, and plains where vegetation is never inter- 
rupted by the feverity and viciifitude of the feafons. The eye with pleafure beholds 
thofe extenfive favannas which afford nourifhment to numerous herds of cattle, and 
flocks of fheep. Fields of rice and potatoes prefent, alfo, a new and highly interefting 
{psGacle. One fees ‘e flourifhing, while nature alone defrays almoft all the 
expences: the fortunate infiabitants of Madagafcar never moiften the earth with their 
fweat; they turn it up flightly with a pick-axe; and this labour alone is fufficient. 
They make {mall holes in the ground at a little diftance from each other, and throw 
into them a few grains of rice, over which they fpread a little mould with their feet. 
‘What proves the great fertility of the foil is, that a field fown in this manner produces 
an hundred fold. 7 

‘The forefts contain a prodigious variety of moft beautiful trees, fuch as palms of 
every kind, ebony, wood for dying, bamboos of an enormous fize, and orange and 
lemon trees. 

Timber fit for mafts, and for conftru@ing fhips, is no lefs common than that ems 
ployed by carpenters and cabinet-makers. Flacourt fays, that he fent to France, in 
1650, fiity-two thoufand weight of aloe wood of an excellent quality. Phyficians call 
“this wood agallochum, and the Portuguefe eaglewood. ; 

Thefe numerous trees and fhrubs are furrounded by a multitude of paraite plants 
and vines. In thefe forefts may be found agaric and muthrooms, the colours of which 
are lively and agreeable, and which have an exquifite favour. The Malegaches call 
them bles and know very well how to diftinguith thofe which are not prejudicial to 
the health. Ufeful gums and refins are alfo collected here : the milky juice which the 
iflanders draw from trees, called in their language jinguiere*, produces, when: it 
coagulates, that fingular fubftance known to naturalifts by the name of elaftic gum. 


+ Satropha elafiea. Ling. T. 
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Be siafticity: of this refinous gum has-been-lately employed in various arts; furgery 
s-even derived fome benefit from it, as it ferves to make excellent bandages ; but it 
ds evident, that this valuable fubftance may be uied with advantage for many other 
purpofes, . 

All the forefts of Madagafear abound with plants unknown to botanifts, fome of 
which are aromatic and medicinal, and others fit for dying. . 

Flax, a kind of hemp, which, in length and ftrength, furpaffes that of Europe, the 
fugar-cane, wax, different kinds of honey, tobacco, indigo, black pepper, gum lac, 
amber, ambergreafe, feveral filky and cottony fubftances, would long ago have been 
objects of commerce, which Madagafcar might have furnifhed in profufion, had the 
Europeans, fince they frequented the ifland, endeavoured to diffule among the iflanders 
that knowledge which is neceflary for preparing and rendering valuable the articles 
above mentioned. The moft indefatigable botanift, in the courfe of a long life, would 
fearcely make himfelf even flightly acquaintesl with the natural hiftory of all the vege- 
table productions that grow in this ifland, the.extent of which, in latitude, compre- 
hends feveral climates. ‘ 

Every refearch, which tends to give us.a knowledge of the productions of Mada- 
gafcar, will be no lefs ufeful to commerce than to the improvement of arts and ma- 
nufadtures. in 

There are, doubtlefs, few countries in the world where navigators can find, in greater 
abundance, and at lefs expence, refrefhments of every kind. , 

It was in the great bay of Antongil, that M. Mahé de Ja Bourdonnais, with as 
much {kill as expedition, found means to repair the lofles and misfortunes which 
his fquadron had fuftained; without the refources which he procured here, that 
able feaman would have, perhaps, not-been in a condition to put to fea; and might, 
confequently, have failed of that great fuccefs in India-which has given a luftre to 
his memory. . 

The long flay which M. de la Bourdonnais made in. bay of Antongil, to repair 
his fhattered veilels, filled him with regret during his wliole life, that he had not ac- 
quired more knowledge of the produétions of Madagafcar while’ he was governor of the 
ifles of France and Bourbon. This celebrated man was fully fenfible of the utility 
of which,that large ifland might be to the colony over which he had prefided. 

Timber for building houfes and conftruéting fhips, pitch and tar, whale oil, falt-fifh 
of.all kinds, indigo, tobacco, manufa@ured hemp and flax, with cotton and different 
kinds of filk, appeared to him very important objeGs of commerce. He admired with 
what dexterity the women of Madagaicar weave thofe beautiful pieces of ftuff, which 
ferve them for clothing ; fome of them are .made of the filaments of the leaves of a 
plant called raven, others moré highly valued by the natives, but in lefs requeft among 
the Europeans, are manufa€tured of cotton and filk. ; = 

M. de la Bourdonnais was no lefs ftruck on feeing the induftry with which thelé 
people ferge and melt iron and other metals; but he fet more yalue on their manner 
of twifting {mall cables, which are employed in fifhing for whales, and in mooring 
their piraguas. : ; 

He hoped that the natural ingenuity of thefe iflanders, and their tafte for the me- 
chanical arts, would render it a matter of little difficulty to introduce into Madagafear 
Several branches of commerce, ufeful both to Europe and the French colonies in the 
ifles of Bourbon and France. ‘He propofed therefore to engage the dire€tors of the 
Fatt India Company to erect - here manufadtories of fail-cloth, forges, founderies and 
rope-walks. The population of Madagafcar is fufliciently extenfive to give us reafon. 

- ae to 
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to“ expe fuccefs from fuch’eftablifhments + befides, in that’eountiy, labour and ‘taw’ 
materials are exceedingly ¢heap. af . 

No dread -was to be apprehended that M.‘de la Bourdonnais would lead the direGters 
of the company into great expence for warehoufes and buildings. On the contrary, he 
withed they might have the prudence to imitate the fimplicity and economy obferved ° 
by the Melegaches, in the conftruction of their houfes, “Nothing, indeed, would be 
more ruinous than to raife in this wild country edifices like thofe ufed by us for carry- 
ing. on manufactories of that kind. It is too common in Europe to fee ufeful eftablifh. 
ments languifh, and, fometimes, even occafion bankruptcy to thofe who fet them’ on 
fogt, becaufe they have been fo imprudent as to Jaunch out into an extravagance of 
building, which is almoft always: of no utility to the principal objeét of their plan. 

The induftry of thefe people-cannot, certainly, in any manner, bé compared ‘té that 
of the Europeans. It is impoffible to calculate exaétly the immenfe lofs of time which 
is oceafioned ‘to them, by the coarfenefs of their tools, and the imperfection ' of ‘their 
arts.: The favage does not know, as we do, the advantages of dividing labour, which‘ 
procures to each individual the greateft poffible degree of dexterity, and, befides, faves’ 
time, which artifans always lofe in leaving one*kind ‘of-work to undertake another. 

_ When one, however, has been a witnefs to the laborious care of-'thé favages,-and to 
the patience which they employ in order to fucceed in the moft common arts, oné‘can- 
not help honouring them with that grateful applaufe which is due to thofe, who, among: 
us, exert themfelves in bringing manufactures and the arts to perfection. Nothing ‘is ‘ 
neceffary but fome new inventions to change the induftry of a great nation. The in~ 
vention of the ‘ftdcking-loom, and the ‘more -recent difcovery of {pinning cotton:‘by™ 
machinery, have operated: a great revolution in thefe two branches of manufagture.” 
Neither‘knitting nor fpinning by the hand can ever in future come in competition with © 
work executed by machines.’ 

‘The natives of Madagafcampre called Malegaches or Madecafes. ‘They are portly in’ 
their perfons, and rife above the middle ftature.: The-colour of their {kin is different ; 
among one tribe it is of a deep blacks’ and among another tawny 5 fome have a coppers, 
coloured tint; but the-coloyr of the greater part is olive.” 

Ali thofe-who are black have woolly hair, like the negroeson the coaft of Afri¢a. 
Thofe who.are of a complexion ‘fimilar to that of the Indians, and Mulattoes, have 
as lank chair as the Europeans. ,Their nofe'is not flat; they have a broad open fore- 
heads their lips are thin; and. their features are regular and agreeable. Thele people 
generally: diplay in their countenance a peculiar character of frankuefs and good-na- 
ture. They never thew any defire of learning but things which relate to the fimpleft 
wants of mankind and this defire is always. extremely moderate: they are very in- 
different refpe€ting knowledge which cannot be obtained without refle@tion. A natural 
want of care, and a general apathy renders every thing infupportable to them that re- 
quires attention. Sober, light and active, they fpend the greater part of their lives in 
fleeping, and in amufing themfelves. - 

The: Malegache, like the favage;. is deftitute both of virtueand vice. -To him the 
prefent is every thing ; he is fufceptible of no kind of forefight; and he does not even 
eee that there-are men on the earth who give themfelves uneafinefs refpecting 

uturity. 

The Malegache, as well as the favage, is abfolute matter of himfelf; his freedom 
is confined by no check ‘or reftraint; he goes wherever he thinks. proper, acts as he’ 
choofes, 2nd does what he pleafes, except what may hu.ta fellow-creature. It never 
entered the mind of a Malegache to attempt to domineer over the thoughts or actions 
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of any one; each individual has his own peculiar manner of living; and’ his neigh- 
bour never difturbs him, nor even thinks of attempting it. In this refpe@ thefe 
iflanders are much wifer than the Europeans, who have the cruel madnefs to with that 
all the people of the earth would conform to their cuftoms, opinions, and. even 
prejudices. 

Are favages then fo much to be pitied ? Do we find many of them difcontented with 
their condition ? Does it become us to defpife the ftate of nature? Are we not fur- 
rounded by men, who, tired of exiftence, deteft it, and feek to deprive themfelves 
of it? . 

The favage confines his wants and defires to the procuring of what is abfolutely 
neceflary for his fubfiftence. He enjoys in peace the gifts of nature, and endures with 
filence thofe evils which are infeparable from humanity. 

The condu& of man in a {tate of civilization is not fo reafonable. Idlenefs and 
opulence hurry him on to thofe vain and falle enjoyments which, in the end, bring 
upon him new infirmities; while unreflrained paffions, and a talte for the moft frivo- 
lous things, make him continually deviate from the path that leads to happinels. He 
who feeks it never finds it. Happinefs exifts, and can exift only in ourfelves, and in 
the good ufe which we make of our reafon. : 

Were the favages as unhappy as we fuppofe, becaufe they are not acquainted with 
or defpife all thofe fuperfluities upon which we fet fo much value, why do they re- 
fufe to adopt our manners, our cuftoms, and our laws? : 
“* Vander Stel, governor of the Cape of Good Hope, having procured a Hottentot 
child, caufed him to be educated according to the manners and cuftoms of Fu. 
“* rope. Fine clothes were given to him; he was taught feveral languages; and his 
* progrefs fully correfponded with the care taken of his education. Wander Stel, 
“¢ entertaining great hopes of his talents, fent him to India under the protection of a 
* commiffary general, who employed him with advantage in the company’s affa‘rs. 
“ After the death of the commiffary, this Hottentot retyrned to the Cape. A few 
days after, while on a vifit to fome Hottentots, his relations, he formed a refolue 
tion of pulling off his European drefs, in order to clothe himfelf with a fheep’s 
fkin. He then repaired to Vander Stel, in this new attire, carrying a bundle con. 
taining his old clothes, and, prefenting them to the governor, addrefled him as 
follows: * Be fo kind, fir, as to obferve, that I for ever renounce thefe clothes 3 1 
am’determined to live and to diein the religion, manners, and cuftoms of my ancef- 
tors. The only favour I have to beg of you is, that you will fuffer me to keep the 
necklace and cutlafs which I now wear.’—-Having delivered this fpeech, he imme- 
diately betook himfelf to flight, without waiting br the governor’s anfwer, and was 
never afterwards feen at the Cape*.’’ 

Such examples are not uncommon: J could mention feveral of the fame kind among 
the Madecaffes. . 4 

The inhabitants of Madagafcar are divided into a great number of tribes. It is 
fuppofed that the population of this ifland may amount to four millions. This evalua- 
tion, however, is by far too great; and it is impoffible to afcertain the truth on this 
point, in the prefent ftate of the ifland, which is divided into a great number of {o- 
cieties, all diftinét one from the other: each fociety inhabits that canton which it finds 
moft convenient, and governs itfelf according to its own ufages. A tribe is com- 
poled of feveral villages, who have all a particular chief, This chief is fometimes 
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elegted, but for the moft part fucceeds by hereditary right. The lands are not divided * 
they belong to thofe who take the trouble to till them. Thefe iflanders are not ac- 
quainted either with locks or bolts, and live ina very frugal manner. Hunger regulates 
their hours of repaft. It is, however, common:to fee them dine at ten in the morn- 
ing, and fup at four in the afternoon. Their food confifts of very white rice, ex- 
ceedingly light, and well boiled, which they befprinkle with a fucculent kind of foup, 
made from fith or fleth, and feafoned with pimento, ginger, faffron, and a few aromatic 
herbs. This fimple dith is ferved up in the leaves of the raven, which are ufed for 
plates, difhes, and fpoons. Thefe veffels are always clean, and are renewed at each 
repalt. 

TThe Malegaches have two methods only of preparing their food. They either boil 
jt in earthen veffels of an excellent quality, which they manufacture with great inge- 
nuity, and which they call panelles, or they broil it upon the coals. 

hey catch with much dexterity a great number of birds unknown in Europe, which 
are as much fought after by naturalifts, on account of the beauty of their plumage, as, 
they are efteemed by travellers, on account of their exquifite tafte. 

‘The pheafant, the partridge, the quail, the pintado or guinea fowl, the wild duck, 
teals of five or fix different kinds, the black paroquet, the fpoon-bill, the turtle dove, 
the black-bird, the green wood-pigeon, pigeons and paroquets of various colours, to- 
gether witha kind of bat of a monftrous fize, afford excellent and delicate nourifhment 
to the Europeans. It was not without a confiderable degree of reluctance, that I firft 
ate the bats of Madagafcar, dreffed after the manner of a fricafeed chicken. Thefe 
animals are fo hideous, that the very fight of them frightens our failors ; yet when one. 
can overcome that difguft which is infpired only by the idea of their figure, their fleth 
is found to be much more palatable than that of our beft fowls. ‘ 

The Malegaches catch immenfe quantities both of fea and frefh-water fith. 

‘Tie dorado, breams of different kinds, foles, pilchards, much larger but not fo 
good or fo fat as ours, herrings, mackarel, oyfters, mufcles, crabs, and turtle, fur- 
nith food in abundance to the iflanders who live on the borders of the fea. ‘The rivers 
alfo fupply them with very fine eels, and frefh water mullets, in tafte and excellence 
preferable to.fea mullets. On thefe coafts there are a great many kinds of fith, which 
one mutt not eat without trying whether they are poifonous, by putting a piece of filver 
under their tongue. If the piece of filver lofes its colour, and becomes black, thofe 
who fhould eat them would experience the moft fatal fymptoms, and be expofed to 
great danger. Several of the people belonging to admiral Bofcawen’s fquadron loft 
their lives at Rodriguez, by not taking this ufeful precaution. ; 

‘The French have frequented only the eaftern coaft of Madagafcar. The province of 
Carnafli, in which Fort Dauphine flands, is well known to them, and alio a part of 
thofe where Foulepointe, the bay of Antongil, and the ifland of Noffi Hybrahim, are 
Tituated. 


OF THE SOUTHERN PART OF MADAGASCAR. 


THAT part of Madagafcar where Fort Dauphine is fituated is very populous. 
Almoft all the villages are built upon eminences ; they are furrounded by two rows of 
{trong palifades ; and within thefe there is a parapet of earth four feet in height. Large 
bamboos, placed at the diftance of five feet from each other, and funk toa confiderable 
depth in the ground, ferve to ftrengthen the palifades : jut fome of thele villages are 
fortified alfo by a ditch ten feet in breadth, and fixin depth. 

: The 
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in- order to form a Porttguefe fettlement at Cape St: Sebaftian, in Madagafcar. "Phe 
intention of this eftablifhment was merely religious. The Porttiguefe thought of form- 
‘ing a miffion, rather than a fa@tory; but this projet was not attended with fuccefs. 
M. Boffe, an inhabitant of the ifle of Bourbon, faw the melancholy remains of this - 
eftablifhment. 

It is furprifing that Mahometanifm has not made greater progrefs in this ifland, which 
has been fo much frequented by the Arabs. However, if we except circumcifion, ab- 
ftinence from pork, and fome few trifling pradtices, which have very little influence 
over the conduct of thefe people, the defcendants of the Arabs themfelves have loft 
fight of the fundamental parts of their religious opinions. ‘They do not believe in a 
future exiftence ; like the Manichees, they admit of two principles, one fupremely good 
and the other extremely witked. They never addrefs their prayers to the former; but 
they entertain a great dread of the latter. They are continually doing homage and 
offering up facrifices to him. 

The ifland of Madagafcar is fo near to the coaft ofAfrica, that it is natural to fup- 
pofe that it muft have been peopled from that vaft continent; but at prefent the different 
races are fo intermixed, that it would be vain to attempt to defcribe all the varieties of 
them. ; 

One can, however, in this ifland diftinguith the race of real negroes; but it is a 
matter of more difficulty to diftinguifh thofe who are defcended from the whites. 

The whites, who inhabit the province of Anoffi and Carcanofli, pretend to be de- 
fcended from Imina, the mother of Mahomet. ‘They have affumed the name of Zaf- 
ferahimini. The whites, who inhabit Foulepointe, Nofli.Hibrahim, and the bay of 
Antongil, are fprung, fome from the pirates, and others from the Jews ; for this rea- 
fon, they call themfelves Zaffe-Hibrahim, that is to fay, the defcendants of Abraham. 
Befides thefe, there is a third kind of whites, who fay they were fent to Madagafcar by 
the Caliph of Mecca, to inftruct the Malegaches in the fecrets of nature, and the re- 
ligion of Mahomet. Thefe impoftors feized upon the province of Matatane, after they 
had expelled and maffacred the Zafferahimini, who governed that diftrid. They are- 
called Zaffi-Cafimambou. Their complexion is darker than that of the other whites, 
and their profeffion is to teach to read and write the Arabic language. 

The Zafferahimini, in the province of Anoffi and Carcanoffi, believe that they came 
originally from the fandy plains on the borders of Mecca. Qn this account they are 
called Ontampaffemaca, and are divided into three claffes, the Rhoanarians, the Anacan- 
drians, and the Ontzati. The firft and moft honourable clafs, ic that of the Rhoan- 
drians. People of this clafs have afflumed to themfelves the privilege of killing animals. 
Among favages, and people who fubfift by hunting, the trade ae butcher is almoft 
always held in great diftinftion. The Rhoandrians are the nobility of the country; 
and it is always from this clafs that the fovereign is chofen. 

~ _ The Anacandrians are defcended from the Rhoandrians, and a woman of an inferior 
clafs. For this reafon, they fhare with the Rhoandrians the honour and advantage of 
killing, for the other iflanders, fuch animals as are neceflary to their fubfiftence. 

The Ontzatfi are the laft clafs of the Ontampaffemaca; but they enjoy no particular 
marks of diftin@tion. They are generally brave foldiers, {killed in the art of war, who 
can throwa {tone or an aflagay with great dexterity, and who fpend their time in dancing, 
fleeping, and amufing themfelves. They learn from their earlieft infancy fome fongs, 
containing leffons of morality, or fables refpedting their origin. 

The native blacks are divided inte four clafles: the Voadziri, the Lohavohits, the 
Ontzoa, and the Ondeves, 
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The Voadziri, we are affured, ‘are the defcendants of the ancient fovereigns of the 
ifland. They are generally pretty rich in flaves and flocks ; and they are allowed to 
poffefs feveral villages. hefe people muft be held in great confideration among the 
iflanders of Madagafcar, for they have preferved, notwithftanding the defpotifn of the 
Arabs, who conquered the province of Anoffi, the right of killing, when they are not 
in the prefence of a Rhoandrian or an Anacandrian, fuch animals as belong to their 
fubje&s. The Lohavohits are much lefs powerful than the Voadziri. They can never 
poflefs more than one village; and, however rich they’ may be in flocks, they muft 
always fend for a Rhoandrian or an Anacandrian, to kill thofe animals which they 
and their fuibjects ufe as food. 

The cafte of the Ontzoa comes immediately after that of the Lohavohits, to whonr 
they are nearly related; but they have no kind of authority or privilege. The 
Ondeves are flaves by extraction: in the Malegache language, that word fignifies a 
Joft man. 

wy he Malegaches preferve, refyjecting their origin, a fable which correfponds extremely 
well with the fubdivifion I have given of thefe different caftes. 

Such of thefe iflanders as have’ any erudition, relate, that the Creator of heaven and 
earth formed, from the body of the firft man whilft he w. afleep, feven women, 
Thefe were the mothers of the different caftes. ‘ ; 

The cafte of the Rhoandrians are the offspring of the firft man, and the woman 
formed from his brain, The mother of the Anacandrians, and that of the Ontzatfi, 
had not fo noble an origin. The one was formed from his neck ; and the other from 
the left fhoulder. 

The cafte of the Voadziri proceed from the firft man, and the woman formed out 
of his right fide. 

The mother of the Lohavohits and the Ontzoa came from the thigh and the calf 
of the-leg; but the extraction of the Ondeves is {till meaner. They are faid in be 
defcended from the foles of the feet. : 

It is doubtlefs a fubject of melancholy reflection to find amongft the people who 
inhabit the large province of Anoffi fo ridiculous fables refpeéting the inequality of 
their condition, What a deplorable abfurdity for favages to retufe being brethren, 
and to difdain a common origin! The explanation of this kind of phenomenon can be 
found only inthe conqueft which the Arabs, the anceftors of the Rhoandrians, made 
of Madagafcarf This busin race have left, wherever they were difperfed, the moft 
lamentable traces of fuperftition. The Rhoandrians are reduced at prefent to a family 
of about twenty perfons. None of them are to be found but in the province of Anofii 5 
and there is reafon to hope that the ifland will at length be delivered from the 
government and yoke of thefe conquerors, who have laid it wafte, and infeted it with 
Mahometan practices. a 

The Malegaches fubmit to‘tHe Rhoandrians only as free fubjeéts. They change 
their chiefs ‘at pleafure; and they can attach tHemfelves to any one whom they 
think capableof fecuring to them happinefs and tranquillity. Thefe iflanders are.too 
brave to crowth under a burthenfome yoke; but their extreme credulity is, without 
doubt, very prejudicial to their liberty, and to the fuccefs of their enterprifes. 

How is it poffible that thefe people, involved in the darknefs of ignorance, can 
defend themfelves againft the deception of the Ombiaffes, when the molt enlightened 
nations are {till every day dupes to quacks and impoftors? It would appear as if it 
were neceffary that man fhoulc. fuffer himfelf to be fubjected by chimeras. Reafon is 
feldom ever fo powerful as to preferve him entirely from that ‘fondnefs for the mar- 
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vellous which often hurries him into the moft ridiculous illuGions; and if in civilized 
nations he fometimes artfully conceals this fatal propenfity, it is only becaule he is 
afhamed of his weaknels. 

The Malegaches of the province of Anoffi are lively, fenfible, and grateful: they 
are far from being deftitute of intelligence or capacity. Thefe iflanders are paffionately 
fond of women; and when in their company never appear fad, or dejected. Their 
principal attention is to pleafe the fair fex, who, in this country more than in any 
other, meet with that refpect and deference which are fo neceffary to the happinefs of 
fociety. Man here never commands as a defpot; nor does the woman ever obey as a 
flave. The balance of power inclines even in favour of the women. Their empire is 
that of beauty, mildnefs, and the graces : for, colour excepted, the Malegache women 
are handfome. Their perfons are flender and genteel ; they have pleafing and delicate 
features ; a foft fmooth fkin; teeth remarkably white ; and fine blue eyes, the pupils 
of which are brown and fparkling. . : 

A plurality of wives is not uncommon here among. the chiefs, and thofe who are 
rich ; but they never efpoufe more than one legally; the reft are confidered as concu- 
bines. - This practice is not attended with difagreeable confequences in Madagafcar ; 
for all thefe women live in harmony together. Befides, a divorce may take place as 
often as the conjugal union difpleafes either the hufband or the wife. When they part, 
however, by mutual confent, they reftore to each other the property they poffeffed 
before marriage. In Madagafcar adultery is looked upon as a robbery, and as fuch is 
punifhed. Thefe people, therefore, pay the utmoft refpect to marriage ; they forewarn 
ftrangers to behave with decency to their wives; but they offer them their daughters, 
and ‘think themfelves much honored when they have children by them. Married 
women may be known by their hair, which is feparated into treffes, and bound up in 
the form of a nofegay on the top of the head. Young women fuffer it to fall carelefsly 
over their fhoulders. Hufbagds are always in high fpirits when with their wives; their 
pretence infpires them with joy ; as foon as they perceive them, they begin ta dance 

‘and to fing ; and they continually repeat that they footh the cares of life. The Male- 
gache women appear to be happy, and are generally in good humour. Their lively, 
cheerful and equal temper is peculiarly pleafing to the Europeans. 

. While the Malegaches are at war, their women fing and dance inceffantly, through. 
out the whole day, and even during a part of the night. They imagine that thefe 
continual dances animate their hufbands, and increafe their vigour and courage. They 
{carcely allow themfelves time to enjoy their meals. When the war is ended, they 
affemble, at fun-fet, and renew their finging and dancing, which always begin with 
much noife, and the found of various inftruments. Their fongs are either panegyrics 
or fatires ; and appeared to me to intereft the {pectators very much. Such fports are 
a kind of ufeful leffons, in which glorious deeds are celebrated, and contemptible aétions 
tidiculed. As foon as a woman perceives that her health betrays any figns of having 
had familiar intercourfe with the Europeans, fhe abfents herfelf from thofe joyful affem- 
blies, in order to avoid the cutting raillery of her companions, and to put herfelf under 
the care of the phyficians, or Ombiafles. This cuftom prevents the venereal difeafe 
from fpreading fo much in this ifland as it has fpread in Europe. Befides, the Om- 
biafles have found out a remedy for this diforder, which is faid to be extremely effica- 
cious. Ido not recollect the name of the plant which they ufe; but I know that its 
leaves refemble thofe of the phyllyrea. Thefe phyficians order the patient to chew and 
fwallow it, lying alternately on the back and belly,.in a horizontal pofition. The 
patient mult not be loaded with clothes ; and, in order ‘hat perfpiration may not be 
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impeded, fhe mutt be furrounded, on all fides, with a ftrong brifk fire, during the 
whole time that the remedy a@s., The virus of the difeafe generally accumulates in the 
foles of the feet; and the abfcefs there formed is feldom attended with difagreeable 
confequences, Great care is taken that the heat of the fire may not be too difagreeable 
to the patient. Thefe favage people thus know how to deliver themfelves happily, 
and in lefs time than we, from that feourge which we introduced amongft them, and 
which in Europe occafions fo much devaftation. 

Mott travellers, inftead of lamenting that the favages ever became acquainted 
with the Europeans, feem to take delight in throwing out every kind of invective 
againit them. Itis thus that they have almoft always rewarded them for the hojpitality 
which they fo generoufly and difintereftedly fhewed towards us. If you read Fla- 
court*, you will imagine that the Malegaches are the moft perverfe, the moft de- 
ceitful, and the moft fawning of mankind. He does not hefitate to affert, that among 
thefe iflanders treachery and revenge are accounted virtues; compaflion and gratitude 
weaknefles. Such abfurd declamation, however, can impofe only on thofe who have 
not ftudied, with Rouffeau, man in his primitive ftate. 

have ftudied with fome care the charater and cuftoms of the iflanders of Mada- 
gafcar ; I have feveral times affifted at their affemblies when they were deliberating upon 
important affairs ; I have followed them in their dances, their {ports and their amule- 
ments; and I have always found among them that prudent referve which fecures them 
from thofe fatal excefles, and thofe vices, fo common among polifhed nations. I was 
indeed, then fo young that my obfervations cannot have much weight; but, if my ex- - 
perience is not fufficient to inipire confidence, I beg the reader to itudy the nature of 
things, more than the relations of ignorant and unprincipled men, who think they 
have a right to exercife the moft defpotic fway over the inhabitants of a foreign land. 

If the Malegaches have fometimes employed treachery, they were forced to it by the 

ranny of the Europeans. ‘The weak have no other args to protec them from the 
attacks of the ftrong. Can thefe people defend themfelves by any other means againit 
our bayonets.and artillery? They are deftitute of knowledge and refources; yet we 
take advantage of their weaknefs to make them yield to our caprices: they receive the 
moft rigorous treatment in return for the hofpitality which they have fo generoufly 
fhewn to us; and we call them traitors and cowards, when we force them to break 
the yoke with which it has pleafed us to load them. é 

Thefe melancholy truths are too well proved, by the ruin of the different eftablith- 
ments which the Europeans have attempted to form in Madagafcar. “ 

In 1642, Captain Picault obtained for himfelf and affociates the exclufive privilege 
of trading to Madagafcar ; and at the fame epoch a grant of the ifland was given to a 
powerful company, by letters patent from the crown. ‘ 

One Pronis therefore was-commiffioned to take poffeflion of Madagafcar in the 
name of the king, with orders to form an eftablifhment in fome fertile fpot, which- 
might be fulceptible of defence, and of an eafy and fafe accefs. In confequence of 
thefe orders, he made choice of the village of Manghefia, which is fituated at the ex- 
tremity of the province of Carcanofli, in the latitude of 24° 30’. This place appeared 


© He was director-general of the French Eaft-India Company, and in 1648 had the management of an 
expedition ia the ifland of Madagafcar, which, like all the preceding, proved unfuccefsful. This expe- 
dition, however, procured a very minute account of the ifland, which Flacourt was enabled to give, 
from having refided in it ten years. It was printed at Paris, in ene volume quarto, with figures defigned 
and engraven by the author, and wae dedicated to the fubintendant Fouquet, who had the principal fhare 

im the company thea formed for carrying on a trade to the Eait Indies, T. 
c te 
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to him as likely to anfwer the propofed end in every refpe&. The numerous herds 
of horned cattle which frequented this part of the country, and its rich fields of rice 
and potatoes, fuffered no uneafinefs to remain in his mind refpecting provifions. A. 
navigable river, which takes its rite at the bottom of mount Siliva, waters meadows of 
an immenfe extent in the neighbourhood : timber of all kinds fit for building houfes, 
‘or conftruéting thips, may be found in abundance clofe to commodious docks ; and 
the harbour is perfectly theltered from the fea winds by the fmall ifland of St. Lucia. 

Scarcely had Pronis eftablifhed ee ee when Captain Refimon brought 
him feventy people from France, to reinforce his {mall colony. But the unwholefomenels 
of the climate in the fpace of a month deftroyed one third of the whole. Pronis being 
then obliged to abandon this firft eftablifhment, notwithftanding its advantageous 
fituation, retired precipitately with the remains of his colony to the peninfula of Tho. 
langar, the air of which is more falubrious. = 

This peninfula, which is fituated in the twenty-fifth degree of latitude, increafes 
infenfibly in breadth, and might eafily be fecured from any attack of the iflanders by 
redoubts and palifades. The fort built here, the elevation of which above the fea is an 
hundred and fifty feet, commands the harbour, fo that an enemy at anchor would not 
long be able to withftand the fire of its batteries. A bold fhore {urrounded with break- 
ers renders it very difficult to land here ; and accefs to the fort would be impracticable, 
were it ftrengthened by fome additional works. ‘This fort, called Fort Dauphin, is of 
an oblong figure, and is furrounded with good walls built of lime and fand, covered 
with ftrong cement: it was thought needlefs to enclofe it on the fide towards the har- 
bour. The anchoring ground is excellent: a fhip here would fooner break her cables 
than drive on her anchors: but the fea winds, and above all the frequent and ftrong 
north-ealt breezes, are very troublefome to thips moored in this port, the entrance of 
which is bounded on the fouth by Cape Ravenate, and on the north by the point of 
Itapera. The beautiful river of Fanfhere, which has its fource at the bottom of the 
mountains of Manghabey, runs into the fea two leagues from Fort Dauphin, and very 
near to Cape Rayenate. ‘This river fupplies water to a large lake, which the iflanders 
call the lake of Amboule. It is ten thoufand fathoms in circumference, and its mean 
depth is about forty feet. 

‘The lake of Amboule would form an excellent harbour, were not the channel by 
which it communicates with the fea often fhut up by fhifting fands. 

‘There are certain times when large veffels might eafily be carried into this bafin: 
but fuch opportunities are rare. Before thefe occafions can happen, the river, by a 
fudden fwell, muft have wafhed away the bar of fand which the winds and the waves 
are every day accumulating at its mouth, and which is formed in that {pot where the 
current of the ,water is in equilibrio with the force of the tide. It is not, however, 
impoflible to open that paffage, and to clear away the fand-bank which prevents fhips 
- from entering this excellent harbour. fs 

ro effect this, the hulls of fome old veffels laden with ballaft ought to be funk at 
tertain diftances, and in a direction which local obfervations made with great <are could 
alone point out. Thefe incumbrances would ferve as fo many foundations to a new 
fand-bank, which would be formed from the quantities daily wathed in by the fea. 
After this preliminary operation was finifhed, it would be neceffary to wait fome time, 
until the fand-bank was pretty well confolidated to withftand the force of the river, 
which, when increafed in ftrength and quantity, might produce the effect of a large 
fluice. The bank -employed to withftand the current being conftruéted in fuch a 
‘ §D2 manner 
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manner as to break of itfelf, the violence of the ftream would not fail to cleanfe the 
mouth of the river, and to render the entrance of the lake pratticable. 

Every method employed to make moles in the fea might be attended with advantage 
in accomplifhing the object here propofed. If I have given the preference to that of 
ufing the hulls of old thips, it is becaufe it appears to me to be the moft commodious, 
the moft expeditious, and the leaft expenfive. Befides, an experiment of this nature 
could not fail of being ufeful and inftruétive, whatever might be its fuccefs. Veffels, 
when funk, are maffes fo enormous and folid, on account of the care taken to bind all 
their parts together, that I do not think it poftible to fubftitute for them, in moles, and 
works deftined to withftand the fury of the fea, any other bodies more capable of 
refifting the violence of the waves. The river Fanfhere is navigable for boats to the 
diftance of from fifteen to twenty leagues from its mouth. The labour neceflary to 
bring the navigation of this river to perfection would be very inconfiderable. 

‘Che point of Itapera, which is to the north of Fort Dauphin, enclofes, on the 
fouthern fide, the great bay of Loucar. The ifland of St. Clair fhelters it from the 
fea winds, and prevents the {mall river of Itapera from being choked up with fand, like 
that of Fanfhere. 

The port is on the leeward fide of the ifland ;, but the anchoring ground here is 
little frequented by navigators, becaufe the bay of Loucar abounds with fhoals and 
quickfands. 

The peninfula of Tholangar was fo much the more favourable to the eftablithment 
of Pronis, as the rich and fertile valley of Amboule, and the proximity of feveral 
navigable rivers, freed him from all uneafinefs refpeGing the means of fubjifting. 
Mines of iron and fteel of an excellent quality, hemp, refinous gums, pitch and tar, and 
timber fit for building houfes, or conftruéting fhips, all found here in abundance, 
were advantages which a wife and enlightened adminiftration would not have fuffered 
themfelves to neglect. Pronis, however, was a man deftitute of talents and indultry. 
The indolence in which he lived, as well as the Frenchmen under his command, 
involved the colony in all thofe diforders which an imprudent condué ufually 
produces. Licentioufnefs was fucceeded by a fpirit of revolt; and thofe who 
owed fubmiffion and obedience to their chief foon put him in irons. In this 
ftate of captivity, he continued fix months. When releafed from his imprifon- 
ment by a veffel which had arrived from France, with fuch provifions as he 
ftood moft in need of, he rendered himfelf guilty of a new crime, by publicly 
felling to Vander Mefter, the governor of Mauritius, at prefent called the Ifle of 
France, all the unfortunate Malegaches who were in the fervice of the eftablith- 
ment, What raifed the indignation of the iflanders io the higheft pitch upon this 
occafion was, that there were amongft thefe flaves fixteen women of the race of the 
Lohavohits. 

When the company were informed of this fhameful conduct, they deprived Pronis . 
of his commiffion. Flacourt was chofen to fucceed him; but he did not arrive at 
Fort Dauphin till towards the end of December 1648. As he has publifhed a minute 
account of every thing which took place under his adminiftration, I fhall not here 
trace out a picture of the cruelty, injuftice, and oppreffion, which that governor ex- 
ercifed towards the unfortunate iflanders. In 1661 he fent forty Frenchmen, followed 
by a body of armed blacks, to burn and ravage the fertile country of Fanfhere. The 
roanner in which Flacourt violated that hofpitality which had been fo generoufly fhewn 
to him, cannot be defended in an enlightened age. Iam inclined to believe, that 

every 
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every man, hereafter, who has the.leaft regard for virtue or humanity, will fy front 
foreign lands, and renounce every commercial advantage, rather than imitate the bar- 
barous conduét of this governor. Inftead of making favage nations wear our chains, 
lef us impart to them our fciences, and our knowledge. People funk in the darknefs 
of ignorance, and intimidated by the fuperiority of our arms, cannot certainly avoid 
the yoke which we are pleafed to lay upon them: but what right is more iniquitous 
than that of force? And how dare we at prefent accufe favage nations of treachery, 
when, harraffed by our tyranny, they have only attempted to avenge themfelves for 
our feverity? If Flacourt knew better than Pronis how to enforce obedience from the 
French under his command, he did not, however, thew that he was much better ac- 
quainted with the principles of the laws of nature : he was unjuft and cruel towards a 
people, who being the proprietors of the country, ought to have given laws to him, in- 
ftead of receiving them. But let us leave Flacourt’s Hiflory to thofe who. may have 
courage to read it; and let us fee whether his fucceffors were lefs inhuman. 

Fort Dauphin was burnt in 1655, and was not rebuilt till the year 1663. Cha- 
margou, who was then governor, fent La Cafe to explore that part of the ifland which 
lies to the north of the country of the Matanes. This commiftion La Cafe executed 
with much intelligence. It may not be here improper to give fome account of the 
character of this man, whofe memory is ftill celebrated among thefe people. La Cafe 
was only a fictitious name; that of his family was Le Vacher; and he was born 
at Rochelle. On his arrival at Fort Dauphin, the French were held in no kind of 
eftimation among the iflanders. After great expences, that eftablifhment was in a. 
ftate of the moft deplorable decline. _La Cafe, however, undertook to reviye the 
confequence of the French nation ; and in this he fucceeded. By a great number of 
victories he acquired the furname of Dian Pouf ; and no greater honour could have 
been conferred upon him by the Malegaches: for Dian Pouffe is the name of a chief 
who formerly conquered the ifland, and who is even yet held in great veneration among 
thefe people. 

The French, alone, withheld from La Cafe that juftice which was due to his valour 
and good conduct. The governor of Fort Dauphin, jealous of the glory he had 
acquired, by executing, in an able manner, thofe difficult commiffions which had been" 
afligned to him, refufed either to reward or to promote him. The fovereign of the 
province of Amboule, named Dian-Raffitate, took advantage of the juft refentment of 
La Cale, and invited him to enter into his fervice. Five Frenchmen accompanied him, 
and abandoned Fort Dauphin. Dian-Nong, Dian-Raffitate’s daughter, having con- 
ceived a violent affeGtion for La Cafe, offered him her hand with the confent of her 
father; and this chief, tottering on the brink of the grave through age and infirmities, 
had the confolation of fecuring the happinefy of his fubjedts, by rendering his fon-in- 
Jaw abfolute mafter of the rich and tertile province of Amboule. When La Cafe’ 
‘married Dian-Nong, he refufed the title and honours which, in that country, are 
attached to the fovereign power. He wifhed only to be confidered as the firit fubje& 
of his wife, who was declared fovereign after the death of her father. La Cafe, be- 
loved by Dian-Nong, who, to a charming countenance, added great courage, and the 
rareft qualities, efteemed and refpected by his family, and the Amboulefe, to whom 
he was a father, could only offer up ineffe@tual vows for the profperity of the French 
eftablifhment at Fort Dauphin. 

He was not fuffered to go to the relief of his countrymen, whom he knew to be in 
the utmoft diftrefs. Chamargou had fet a price upon his head, as well as upon thofe 
of the five Frenchmen who had followed him to Ambozle, The chiefs, who refided 
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in tHe neighbourhood of the fort, highly irritated to find that an attempt fhould be 
made ‘againft the life of a man for whom they entertained the highelt veneration, 
utatimoufly refufed to fupply the colony with provifions. An abfolute famine, there- 
fore, was now added to increafe the defolation occafioned by fevers and other dif- 
tempers, which had reduced the number of the French to eighty men. — 

The eftablifhment at Fort Dauphin was on the point of being totally ruined, when 
the arrival of a veffel, commanded by Kercadio, a gentleman of Brittany, fufpended for 
fome time the evils with which the colony was afflicted. 

Diforder and confufion had never ceafed to prevail among the French from the 
time that they firft formed a fettlement in Madagafcar. ‘The iflanders detefted, and 
even began to defpife them. They were incenfed at our tyranny; and our inteftine 
divifions had weakened that fentiment of terror, with which the fuperiority of our 
arms had at firft infpired them. Captain Kercadio faw, therefore, that the affiftance 
he had brought with him from France could not be of long duration, That brave 
officer, who was free from the prejudices of his flation, and the harfhnefs peculiar to 
his profeflion, judged it neceffary to endeavour to bring about a reconciliation between 
Chamargou and La Cafe. He reprefented to the former, that he could no longer 
confider, as his fubaltern, a man, who, by his marriage with Dian-Nong, had become 
not only abfolute mafter of the province of Amboule, but fovereign alfo of the whole 
ifland of Madagafcar. No madnefs, indeed, could have been attended with more fatal 
confequences to the French, than that of the head of a languifhing colony obftinately 
perfifting to treat as a rebel, a perfon as powerful as he was refpeCted, and who, by 
a fingle word, might have occafioned his deftruction. Defpairing that his reafoning 
would have any effeét on the prejudiced and inflamed mind of Chamargou, Kercadio 
applied to an intelligent counfellor, who, through a very fingular accident, had em- 
barked in his veffel, and earneftly begged him as his friend, to employ his abilities, in 
endeavouring to convince the governor what were his real interefts, and thofe of the 

« colony entrufted to his care. 

If the counfellor fucceeded in this difficult enterprize, he was lefs indebted for the 
accomplifhment of bis wifhes, to his eloquence, than to, the honour of being known 
to and proteéted by the marfhal de la Mcilleraye. As foon as he informed Chamargou 
that he fhould be indifpenfably obliged to give an account to the marfhal of the caufe 
of the misfortunes, and perhaps of the entire lofs of Fort Dauphin, the governor, who 
had been hitherto fo haughty and intractable, who braved famine and death, and who 
was on the point cf facrificing to his defire of revenge the melancholy remains of the 
‘colony under his command, became timorous and fubmillive. The name of the 
marfhal alone ftruck him with terror. He fent to beg that Kercadio would forgive 

. his obftinacy ; and did every thing in his power to induce that officer to bring about 
a reconciliation between him and La Cafe; offering, at the fame time, tu make every 
reparation that might be required. Kercadio fet out, therefore, for Amboule, accom- 
panied by the counfellor. ‘he negociation with which he was charged, experienced 
neither difficulty nor delay. La Cafe defpifed the vain efforts of his enemies. This 
yefpeétable character had no ftronger defire than that of being ufeful to his country- 
men. He haftened to their affiftance, as foon as he had permiflion; peace and abundance 
followed him to Fort Dauphin; and during the time that he diretted it by his counfel, 
diforder and want ceafed to afflict that eftablifhment. 

Dian-Nong behaved with no lefs generofity than La Cafe and fuch is the force of 
virtue, that there was not a fingle Frenchman who was not fenfibly affeted by the 
heroic courage of this woman, who had fufficient command over herfelf to banifh all 
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remembrance of the injuries done to her hufband. She gave way to that {weet impulfe 
or rather innate defire, which inclines man to aflift his fellow-creatures, when he fees 
them in diftrefs. 

The counfellor fhared with his friend Kercadio the happinefs of having brought back 
peace and plenty to Fort Dauphin ; but without forgetting the deteftable ftratagem by 
which he had been torn from his bufinefs, and his favourite purfuits. He had been 
wandering for feveral years on the ftormy ocean, without any particular objeét in view ; 
and was traverfing diftant countries, contrary to his intereft and inclination, His 
wifhes, directed folely to his native foil, could not be accomplifhed svithout experiencing 
new diftreffes. The bitter remembrance of the manner ia which his confidence had 
been abufed, in order to give him up to defpair, {till aggravated the feverity of his fate, 
Ye, who are fo often dupes to the falfe appearances and deceitful looks of thofe impof- 
tors who found their fortunes on your credulity, may this relation be ufefal te you, 
and preferve you from the misfortune of leedlefsly trufting yourfelves into the hands 
of thofe worthlefs men, who do not flatter and carefs you but becaufe they know you, 
and through motives which your vanity does not permit you to perceive. ‘This coun- 
fellor, commitfioned to execute an order which his family had folicited and obtained for 
tranfporting his brother to Madagafcar, on account of his profligacy, was fo imprudent 
asto entruft himfelf, at Nantz, to one of thofe officious men who have the perfiduous 
talent of infpiring ftrangers with confidence, and of profiting by their fimplicity. This 
wretch thought it a harmlefs joke to kidnap the counfellor, in the room of his brother 
whom he fuffered to efcape, and by this double fraud he {tripped both of them of their 
money. 

Barto return to my fubject. La Cafe remained no longer at Fort Dauphin than the 
time abfolutely neceflary for re-eftablifhing in it abundance and peace. - His wife, Dian- 
Nong, was much difgu{ted with the place; and her own private affairs recalled her to 
Amboule. Befides, Chamargou, more jealous of La Cafe’s fuccefs than grateful for his 
fervices, would not have failed to do every thing in his power to render his life uncom-¢; 
fortable. Of this La Cafe could entertain the lefs doubt, as the governor did not deign 
to join his entreaties to thofe of the reft of the colony, in order to induce him to remain 
at the fort. At the moment, however, when the French, to the number of two hun- 
dred, were levying confiderable taxes from the fertile province of Carcanofli, and giv. 
ing law to the iflanders, a cruel war again broke out to deluge that fine country in blood, 
and to render the affiftance of La Cafe neceffary. This war, more fatal to the French 
than the Malegaches, was occafioned by the inconfiderate zeal of a miffionary. Dian 
Manangue, fovereign of the province of Mandrarey, a powerful, bold, and {pirited 
chief, and a faithful ally to the French, had received in his donac, with every mark of 
diftin@tion, one Father Stephen, a Lazarift, and fuperior of the miffion of Madagat- 
care 

This father, charmed with the excellent qualities of the chief, imagined that it would 
be an eafy matter to convert him, When Dian Manangue perceived his intention, he 

“thought it a mark of refpe& due to the friendfhip which he had vowed to the French, 
and above all, to the recommendation of La Cafe, to inform the zealous miflionary that 
all his efforts would be fruitlefs, Thefe people are fond of making orations, and of 
haranguing in public. Dian Manangue, therefore, affembled his women and family, 
in order that he might declare publicly that nothing was capable of making him re- 
nounce his ancient cuftoms. “1 pity,’’ faid he, “ your folly, in withing, that at my age 
“« J fhould facrifice my happinels and the pleafures which furround me in my donac to 
* your will. I pity you for being deprived of that whica foothes the cares of life. You 

permit 
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“ permit me to live with one woman: but, if the poffeffion of one woman be a good, 
why is the poffeflion of a numerous feraglio an evil, when peace and harmony prevail 
among thofe who compofe it? Do you obferve among us any fymptoms of jealoufy, 
* oy feeds of hatred ?—No—All my women are gcod—they all endeavour to render 
“ me happy; and 1am more their flave than their matter. 

« But if your maxims are fo ufeful and neceflary, why do not your countrymen at 
“© the fort follow them ?—They ought to know much better than J the merit and value 
‘© of your words. Believe me, Iny friend, I will not deceive you ; it is impoMible for 
<¢ me to change my cuftoms; I will never quit them but with my life. I, however, 
* give you leave to exercife your zeal on the people who are fubjeét to my authority ; 
* and I give you the fame power over my family and my children. But this per- 
“¢ miffion will be of very little avail, unlefs you can fuit your precepts to our manners 
« and ufages.” 

Father Stephen made no other reply to this {peech than to order the chief, in a 
peremptory tone, to difmifs all his women, except one. This miffionary even fo far 
loft fight of moderation, that he had the temerity to threaten that he would caufe the 
French to carry away all his women, if he delayed for a moment, to put his order in 
execution. It may be readily imagined, that a behaviour fo violent and unexpected 
mutt have occafioned a general indignation and revolt in the donac. ‘The women fell 
upon the miffionary ; loaded him with reproaches and blows; and in their fury they 
would have undoubtedly ftrangled him, had not Dian Manangue, notwithftanding the 
agitation he was under, come fpeedily to his affiftance. The chief was obliged to make 
ute of all his authority before he was permitted to remain alone a fingle moment with 
this father, whom he difmiffed after giving him a rich prefent. Befides, he afked of 
the miffionary a refpite of fifteen days to determine on the grand affair of his converfion : 
but this delay, folicited with fo much earneftnels by the chief, and with difficulty 
granted by the miflionary, was intended to anfwer a very different purpofe. Dian 
Manangue withed to gain time, in order to quit the province of Mandrarey, without 
dread of being purfued by the French; and, when he’ thought he could do this in 
fafety, he departed with his women and flaves, .to feek fhelter in the country of the 
Machicores, which is twenty-five leagues diftant from Fort Dauphin. 

His departure, however, was not fo private as to efcape the knowledge of Father 
Stephen, for he had {pies even in the donac of the chief. In vain, therefore, did 
Chamargou endeavour to retain him. The miffionary, confulting only his zeal, formed 
the rath refolution of following Dian Manangue to the country of the Machicores. A 
brother of St. Lazarus, and another Frenchman, with fix fervants or domeftics, loaded 
with facerdotal habits, accompanied him in this dangerous expedition. 

In the firft week of Lent, 1664, Father Stephen joined Dian Manangue, after ex- 
periencing much fatigue and a multitude of difafters. The chief, more aftonifhed than 
alarmed at the courage of the miffionary, behaved to him with the moft profound 
reverence, and received him in a manner which he had no title to expect. In vain did 
he beg him to renounce the projet which he had formed of converting him; obferving+ 
that his manners and ufages were an infuperable obftacle to fuch a change. Father 
Stephen, inftead of making any reply, {natched from him his off and his amulets, threw 
them into the fire, and declared open war againft him. It need be no matter of fur- 
prife that this violent condu& of the miffionary fhould occafion his deftruction, as well 
as that of thofe who attended him. Dian Manangue caufed them all to be inftantly 
butchered ; and, at the fame time, {wore, that he would entirely extirpate the French 


from the ifland. In order that he might exdcute this fatal vow with more certainty, 
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the chief fent his fon, who had’ been baptifed, to La Vatangue, his brother-in-law, to 
acquaint him with the motives which had induced him to free himfelf from the tyranny 
of the French, whofe infidious defigns aimed at nothing lefs than to abolifh the man- 
ners, ufages, aiid religion of the country; adding, that his oli (a kind of amule: con- 
fulted by thefe iflanders) had commanded him te defend them, even at the hazard of 
his life ; and he aflured La Vatangue, that the French had rendered themfelves inca- 
pable of conquering, fince they had dared to proceed to fuch criminal excefles, The 
irritated chiet gave notice to his brother-in-law, alfo, that Chamargou had fent forty 
Frenchmen to the eaftern coaft, and that he might eafily furprife and maffacre them. 
* T fend you my fon,” continued he at the end of the letter, “ to be at the head of 
“ the army which you difpatch to attack and deftroy the French: it is my off that 
infpires me ; and you are well acquainted with the misfortunes which come upon us 
when we do not faithfully obey its mandates. My fon will give youva particular 
account of every thing that has paffed ; and you will, no doubt, be filled with in- 
dignation when you know the perfidious behaviour of thefe ftrangers towards their 
moft faithful ally.”” La Vatangue was extremely happy on receiving this intelligence 
of the expedition of the forty Frenchmen; but he had only time to be upon his 
guard ; for two days after the arrival of his nephew, his {pies brought him word, that 
the French were encamped at the diftance of a league from his village. 

This chief fent them a prefent of rice, honey, and four oxen, begging them to in- 
form him what was the intention of their journey, becaufe he had never feen fuch a 
numerous body of Europeans in the interior parts of the ifland. La Forge, who com- 
manded this detachment, returned for anfwer, that he had orders to fubjeét his coun- 
try to the dominion of Fort Dauphin. The chief, alarmed at fo unexpected an enter- 
prize, requefted peace; offered to give him four hundred oxen ; and obferved that his 
country of Haye-Fontchy was at too great a diftance from the fort to excite the hatred 
or jealoufy of the French. La Forge rejected with difdain the propofals of the chief, 
and had the madnefs to afk twenty thoufand oxen as the price of a peace. To fo 
extravagant a demand La Vatangue made no reply; but whilit thefe adventurers were 
ranging through a field of fugar canes, he caufed them all to be flaughtered. 

The particulars of the difafter which befel thefe forty adventurers, fent out by Cha- 
margou, were known by a Portuguefe, who was the only perfon that efcaped, by 
taking thelter in a large marfh covered with reeds and ftagnated water. In this place 
he remained two days, concealed up to the neck in mud. The iflanders, who purfued 
him, fearing that they would fink in the earth, which was foft and fpungy, fet fire 
to the reeds, in order that they might oblige the Portuguefe to come forth ; but under 
cover of the thick {moke, occafioned by this conflagration, he had the good fortune 
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- to efcape. The iflanders wifhed much to deftroy this man, that Chamargou might 


not receive intelligence of the fate of his companions, and come to attack them 


- before the arrival of Dian Manangue, who was {till with his army in the country of 


the Machicores, 

The Portuguefe, related that their expedition had been attended with faccefs till 
they fell in with La Vatangue. Their number fpread terror and confternation 
throughout all the villages where they paffed: the chiefs paid, without hefitation, the 
contributions which were exacted ; and they were on the point of reaping the fruit of 
a long and fatiguing journey, when the infatiable rapacity of their commander occa- 
fioned their ruin, and the lofs of their rich booty. : 

Chamargou, in this relation, ought to have perceived the juft punifhment of thefe 
unfortunate plunderers, who were going to ravage covntries over which they had no 
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kind of authority: but this governor, inftead of: profiting by. the leffon given him, 
formed the fatal refolution of carrying fire and the [word amongft the Malegaches. He 
fet out, therefore, at the head of thirty Frenchmen, followed by a fmall army of 
Manamboulefe ; flaughtered without diftinction both women and children; fet fire 
to all the villages which*he found in the courfe of his march ; and took poffeffion of 
the donac of Dian Manangue. Father Mannier, the only miffionary who remained, 
carried his ftandard during this bloody and inhuman expedition, on the particulars of 
which I fhall not farther enlarge. An eye-witnefls, who was afterwards provincial 
commiflary of artillery, publifhed an account of it in 1722, in a work entitled, 4 
Voyage to Madagufear, by M.V. 

The manufcripts which furnifhed me with materials for this relation, do not agree 
in every point with that author; but it appears that Chamargou was obliged, by an 
abfolute fcarcity of provifions, to make an attempt to regain Fort Dauphin. When 
he arrived at the great river Mandrarey, and was endeavouring to crofs it, Dian 
Manangue, who had watched his motions, appeared on the oppofite bank with an army 
of fix thoufand men to oppofe his paflage. This chief, bearing the furplice and fquare 
cap of the miffionary Stephen at the head of his forces, braved the French, who were 
on the point of perifhing by famine. In the mean time La Cafe arrived, accompa- 
nied by ten Frenchmen, and three thoufand Androfaces, who were his fubje¢ts, or rather 
the fubjeéts of his wife, Dian-Nong. As foon as this brave man came up he rufhed into 
the water, ordered his people to fire upon the enemy, and by the terror of his name, 
rather than the fuperiority of his arms, forced them to quit the borders of the river, 
and to betake themfelves to flight. hough the approach of night ought to have pre- 
vented him, he then fet forward to purfue them. Having difcovered Dian Manangue, 
amidft a numerous body of the iflanders, he withed to throw himfelf upon him: 
but Rabazé, a friend and favourite of the chief, had the courage to ftop him, and to 
facrifice his life to fave that of his fovereign. The darknefs of night only put 
an end to the carnage: but on the conclufion of this bloody war Fort Dauphin 
was again reduced to the moft deplorable ftate of diftrefs. The chiefs ceafed to fend 
in provifions, and even intercepted thofe which the garrifon endeavoured to procure 
from diftant parts. Dian Manangue, who pretended to be fovereign lord of a great 
part of the ifland, threatened our eftablifhment with a formidable army ; and his pre- 
fence alone would have occafioned a famine, had it not been for five thoufand 
cattle, which La Cafe found means to convey into the fort. All the expeditions of 
this extraordinary man were attended with the moft complete fuccefs. With thirteen 
Frenchmen, and two thoufand Androfaces, he defeated Dian Ravaras, who was at the 
head of an army of eighteen thoufand men, and took from him twenty-five thoufand 
oxen, and five thoufand flaves. The great celebrity of La Cafe made the council of 
the company, at length, fee the neceffity of employing and rewarding a man, who had 
rendered them fuch fignal fervices, and who was {till capable of rendering them much - 

reater. 
: They, tuerefore, fent him a lieutenant’s commiflion ; made him at the fame time a 
prefent of a fword, and congratulated him on his fuccefs. 

La Cafe charged M. de Rennefort, who was returning to France, to thank the com- 
pany for the new marks of favour conferred on him, and to inform them, that he 
would‘undertake the conqueft of the ifland with two hundred Frenchmen, and realize 
the other advantageous proje€ts, which he had already had the honour of propofing, 
if they would agree that he fhould be accountable to them only for his condutt. 
It does not, however, appear that the company adopted this plan, which was, 
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more that of a brave foldier than of an enlightened governor; for an honelt man 
refpects the laws of hofpitality, and laments to {ee the principles of juftice and humanity 
violated for the fordid interefts of commerce. 

In 1666, the marquis of Mondevergue was appointed by the king to the general 
command of all the French eftablifhments fituated on the other. fide of the equino€tial ; 
and Caron and La Faye had, at the fame time, the management of all the commerce 
of the Indies. The marquis of Mondevergue arrived at Fort Dauphin on the ioth of 
March 1667, in a veffel of thirty-fix guns, and was followed by a {mall fleet of nine 
fhips, on board which were two direétors of the Indies, an attorney general, four com~ 
panies of infantry, ten chiefs of colonies, ¢ight merchants, and thirty-two women, 

As foon as Mondevergue arrived, he caufed himfelf to be proclaimed admiral, and 
governor-general of the French colonies in the Eaft. He was, however, obliged 
to have recourfe to La Cafe, in order to procure provifions for his fleet.. La Cafe, 
ever ready to ferve his country, provided for the whole ; and befides this, brought 
about a reconciliation between the French and Dian Manangue, whole bravery and 
intelligence were not to be defpifed. This chief, who at the fort was ftyled the prince 
of Mandrary, fwore obedience and fidelity to the governor general. 

Caron, who ,was a Dutchman, did not remain long at Fort Dauphin. He fet out 
for Surat, with a great part of the fleet, in order to take the management of that 
fettlement. 

La Faye, however, continued at Fort Dauphin; and in the month of November 
1670, another fleet of ten fhips arrived, commanded by M. de la Haye, captain of 
the Navarre, a veffel of fifty-fix guns. All thefe fhips belonged to the king, and were 
equipped with the war complement of arms and men. La Haye aflumed the quality 
of general and admiral, with the authority of viceroy, and made Chamargou fecond in | 
command, and La Cafe major of the ifland. At this period, the company had given 
up to the king the fovereignty of Madagafcar. : 

The Marquis of Mondevergue, to whofe option it had been left either to remain 
governor of the ifland, or to return to France, chofe the latter courfe, and embarked 
in a fhip called the Mary, in the month of February 1671. On his arrival at Port 
Louis, he found a commiffary, who had orders to make him give an account of his 
adminiftration. The company were much incenfed againft him; for La Haye, with 
whom he had quarrelled, had afperfed his charaéter, and accufed him of feveral mif. 
demeanors. Though the public voice was in his favour, this brave officer, who had 
governed the ifland with prudence, and re-eftablifhed peace in it, was obliged to yield 
to the fuperior influence of his adverfary, and died a prifoner in th2 caftle of Saumur. 

La Haye, whofe authority’ was unlimited, now refolved to deliver himfelf from 
thofe chiefs who gave him offence ; and, accordingly, propofed to Chamargou ‘and La 
Cafe to declare war againft Dian Ramoufaye who had come to render him homage. 

_ This chief, who refided neareft to Fort Dauphin, was fummoned to fend immediately 
to the fort all the arms which he had received from the French. It may be readily 
conjectured, that this demand was followed by an abfolute refufal. La Hzye, there- 
fore, ordered Chamargou and La Cafe to befiege Dian Ramoufaye in his village. They 
had- under their command feven hundred Frenchmen, and fix hundred Malegaches : 
but their attack was not attended with fuccefs; for Dian Ramoufaye made fo vigorous 
a defence, that the French were obliged to retire. This check did not appear natural ; 
and it was believed that Chamargou, difcontented at being only fecond in command, 
in a country where ‘he had always been firft, had contributed not a little to the failure 
ef an enterprize, the injuftice of which they had not even deigned to conceal. Howe 
* : 5E2 ever 
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ever. this may be, La Haye was fo much dejeéted:by the mifcarriage of his firft expe 
dition, that he refolved to abandon: Fort Dauphin, and to carry his forces to Surat, after 
‘having vifited the ifland of Mafcarenhas, fince called the Ifle of Bourbon. 

The pride of this goverior was. very much hurt, to think that the whole extent of 
his authority was not fufficient to prevent Chamargou, who had the fuperiority over 
him in point of local knowledge, from being able, by fecret machinations, to counter- 
act, at his pleafure, the operations which he wifhed to carry into effect. 

La Haye’s departure was followed by the death of the brave La Cafe; and it was 
not difficult to forefee,’ that the lofs of this celebrated man would infallibly occafion 
that of the colony. 

At this period, it was well known, that the iflanders breathed nothitig but ven- 
Seance againft us, and eagerly fought an opportunity of retaliating for our injuftice 
and oppreflion, Our yoke was become odious and infupportable to them. Hif. 
torians, for the honour of civilized nations, ought to bury in oblivion every detail 
of the atrocious cruelties exercifed again{t thofe people, whom they brand with the 
odious epithets of barbarians, traitors, and thieves, becaufe they have revolted againft 
fome European adventurers, whofe leaft crime was a violation of the facred’ rights of 
hofpitality. 

If the eftablihment at Fort Dauphin fubfifted fo long, notwith{tanding the deteft- 
able adminiftration of thefe rulers; it was the name alone of La Cafe which kept the 
Malegaches under fubje€tion to fo vicious a conftitution. The memory of that truly 
extraordinary man is ftill held in great veneration among thefe iflanders. His bra- 
very, joined to more valuable qualities, und above all, the alliance he contraéted 
by his marriage with Dian-Nong, infpired them with fo much refpeét, that it was 
only after his death, that all thefe chiefs united againft the wretched remains of the 
pene adventurers, whofe temporary fuccefles were always followed by memorable 
difafters. ~ 

La Cafe, without doubt, ‘was of too warlike a difpofition, and this is a ftain upon 
his memory : but all people, almoft, have a fecret propenfity to this deftrudtive fcourge, 
which defolates the moft beautiful countries in the world, and occafions a thoufand 
times more evils to mankind than all the other feourges united. What man is there 
_whom a paffion for glory does not, fometimes, fo far‘ intoxicate as to make him for- 
yet every fentiment of juftice and humanity? It is very difficult for a brave foldier 
to make his condua, in every refpect, that of a philofopher ; and, under this point of 
view, it would, perhaps, be unjult to pafs a fevere cenfure upon all the aétions of him 
who in Madagafcar.did moft honour to his nation. : 

Chamargou furvived La Cafe only a fhort time, and was fucceeded by La Bretefche, 
in the command of the fettlement. La Bretefche was La Cafe’s fon-in-law ; but he 
poflefled neither the talents nor the influence of his predeceffor. Finding that it was 
tmpollible for him to preferve his authority, amidft the divifion and diforder which 
prevailed between the French and the natives, he took advantage of a fhip which had 
touched at the iand, and which was going to Surat, to embark for that colony with 
his whole family. Several miffionaries, and fome Frenchmen, followed his example 5 
but fearcely had the veffel fet fail, when a fignal of diftrefs appeared hoifted on the 
fort. The captain of the veffel immediately ordered his boats to be launched, and 
proceeded towards the fhore ; but he arrived only time enough to pick up, below the 
walls, a few miferable wretches who had efcaped a general maffacre of the garrifon, 
which had been effected in confequence of orders given, for that purpofe, by Dian- 
Ramoufaye, and other chiefs in the neighbourhood. Such was the difmal end of a 
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colony which might have become flourifhing and ufefal to-commerce, had not thofe 
who dire&ted it taken every method they could to render the French name odious to 
thefe people, naturally mild, hofpitable, and humane. __ 

Among the different memoirs which: have confulted in compiling this hiftorical 
account of the firft eftablifhments of the French in the fouthern part of Madagafcar, I 
muft make honourable mention of a manufcript given me by M. de Malefherbe. That 
minifter, dear to the fciences and to letters, whofe venerable name is never pronounced 
but accompanied with that wibute of homage and refpe&t which are due to know- 
ledge united with virtue, had the goodnefs to add to it a large map of Madagalcar, 
accurately delineated, and executed with great care. That map, which he permitted 
me to have reduced and engraved, is prefixed to this work. 

The manufcript and the map which accompanied it were the production of M. Ro- 
bert, who, in 1725, dedicated them to the duke de Chaulnes, whofe proteétion he 
then folicited, in order to form a new eftablifhment in the northern part of Mada- 
gafcar. 

M. Robert had been taken by the pirates, and conducted to that ifland, where he 
remained feveral years, which he employed ufefully in traverfing its principal pro- 
vinces, and making himfelf acquainted with their productions. The object of his plan 
for an eftablifhment there was, to colleét the riches which the pirates had difperfed 
throughout the northern part of the country, while it ferved them as a place of re« 
fuge ; but this project, the advantages of which would, perhaps, never have compen- 
fated for the expence, was not carried into execution, At prefent there are-no con- 
fiderable eftablifhments in Madagafcar but one, formed, of late years, in the fouthern 
part, by M. de Modave, a man of {pirit and a brave officer, and another, in the northern 
part, by count Benyowfki. 1 was at ‘the Ifle of France in 1768, when M. de Modave - 
came, in the na~.e of the king, to take poffcflion of the government of Fort Dauphin. 
The duke de Praflin was then minifter of the marine, and had approved the plan pre- 
fepted to him by M. de Modave. 

If the refult of chis new enterprize did not correfpond with the hopes which the 
minifter had entertained, it was becaufe every colony, not founded on the happinefs 
and inftrudtion of thofe people among whom an attempt is made to eftablith it, will 
always have temporary fuccefs only. It is not foldiers but artifans, farmers, and well- 
informed and laborious men, that ought to be eftablifhed among fuch people. We 
ought never to forget that the treaties of favages with the Europeans are, in every 
refpedt, like thofe which children would make with philofophers ; and fince the treaties 
hitherto formed with the Malegaches are evidently in that fituation, it would be highly 
usjuft to take advantage of them contrary to the interefts of thefe iflanders. There 
are none but ftupid or difhoneft men who can affix a value to contraéts fo ridiculoufly 
illufory. You have obtained by cunning, you have by force extorted conceflions from 

_ the credulous inhabitants of foreign lands; and becaufe they forefee not the danger to 
which they expofe themfelves, by receiving you amongft them with friendthip and 
generofity, you with even to turn their kindnels againft them, and to make a right of 
them in order to opprefs them, and fubjeét them to your dominion. . 

Af great commercial advantages invite you to Madagafcar, adopt principles more juft 
and humane. 

For forming your. eftablifhments, choofe farmers and mechanics, Thofe who know 
the character of the Malegaches, entertain no doubt refpecting the reception which 
thefe iflanders will give to men whofe frugal and active lives banifh vice, and introduce 
abundance: 
. Cultivating 
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Cultivating the earth by the plough, and a number of other ufeful practices, will 
infpire thefe people with fentiments of gratitude and veneration. India will fupply 
you with a multitude of ingenious artifans and weavers, who know how to manufacture 
cotton ftuffs, and to give them thofe brilliancnd durable colours which caufe them 
to be fo much fought for in commercial countries. 

Colouring fubftances, extracted from vegetables, have not; in our frozen climates, 
the fame fplendour and fhe fame ftrength, as in the fcorching climates of the torrid 
zone. 

The fruits of our gardens, which grow on wall trees, never affume a ruddy colour, 
but on that fide which is expofed to the rays of the fun. 

We have no acid that fixes colours on cotton cloth, in fo lafting and unalterable a 
manner, as the juice extracted from Adam’s fig-tree, which we call Bananier. 

The Indians excel alfo in manufacturing filk ftuffs. Several provinces of Mada- 
gafcar would furnifh a great abundance of that valuable fubftance. So important a 
branch of commerce ought the lefs to be neglected, as the Malegaches, in the fouthern 
part of the ifland, are acquainted with the method of prgparing and weaving it, in order 
to make veftments. 

In the neighbourhood of the Bay of Antongil, I difcovered four kinds of cods, which 
produce filk of an excellent quality. 

The Malegaches diftinguifh them by the four following denominations. 

The andevé is a cod almoft like that which, in the fouthern provinces of France, 
furnifhes the beft filk. ; 

The ande-vantaqua, another cod, fmaller than the preceding, furnifhes a filk much 
finer than that which comes from China, and equally beautiful. 

The tree called anacau is covered, during a certain feafon of the year, with fmall 
cods, which being fufpended by filaments hang from the leaves and branches. The 
filk procured from thefe cods is remarkable for its flrength and finenefs ; but to divide 
it properly, and to render it ufeful, the cods mutt be preferved from the filth and duft 
that fall from the tree. ‘Thefe cods are known under the Name of andeanacau. 

The fourth kind of filk is not fufceptible of being divided. The Malegaches call it 
ande faraba. It is found in a kind of bag, which contains feveral hundreds of {mall 
“cods. ‘ 

The wool of Madagafcar is beautiful; but the iflanders derive no benefit from it. 
The Indians, however, would eafily teach them to prepare it, and we fhould foon be 
indebted to them ror a new and highly important branch of commerce. ‘There are 
few oriental travellers who are not acquainted with thofe fine woollen ftuffs known in 
Bengal by the name of /haw/:, which the Mahometans ufe for turbans. ‘This ftuff 
cofts no lefs than an hundred piftoles the yard, when the fuperfine wool of the Cache- 
mirian fheep has been employed in manufacturing it. 2 

So exorbitant a price mult furprife thofe who know the cheapnefs of labour in 
India, and at what a low rate raw materials may be procured in that country. It is, 
however, with very rude inftruments that the Indian, more dextrous and more patient 
than the European, is enabled to weave thefe valuable ituffs. , 

Should France wifh, in the courfe of time, to fhare with India and China, the ad- 
vantageous trade whi-h they carry on in woollen and filk ftuffs, and printed cottons, 
Y think, and many intelligent men are of the fame opinion, that this might be accom- 
plithed, by forming at Madagafcar, upon proper principles, a colony of Indian 
weavers, who fhould be under the protection of the Hles ot France and Bourbon. It 
would, however, be neceffary to introduce there, at the fame time, thofe celebrated 
machines ufed at Manchefter, for carding and {pinning both coarfe and fine cotton and 
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wool ; for the art of manufacturing cloth would be ‘confined then merely to. the 
weaver ; and, certainly, the Indian weavers have a decided fuperiority over thofe of 
Europe. Such an affertion does nat tend to depreciate our induftry. I am perfectly 
fenfible that it would be highly abfurd to put the villages on the banks of the Ganges 
In competition with our large manufactories. This would be comparing the’ produc- 
tions of patience and {kill with thofe of genius. : 

The induftry of the Indian is not confined merely to the trade of weaving. He 
underftands the art of cultivating the earth equally well, and knows how to prepare 
fugar and indigo. Under his hand clay affumes a variety of fingular forms; and the 
earthen-ware of India is even fought for and efteemed in Europe. 

The Indian is no lefs expert than the Chinefe in the lapidary art. To cut and pierce 
the hardeft ftones, he makes ufe of adamantine {par pulverifed, and moiftened with oil.. 
He employs this fubftance, which is of very little value in India, for the fame pur- 
pofes as diamond powder is employed in Europe. The Indian knows, alfo, how to. 
render the bamboo ufeful in manufactures. He makes paper of it, and likewife fur- 
niture, palanquins, and veffels for holding water. ‘This tree isa fpecies of large reed, 
from the joints of which there diftils a kind of fugar, much efteemed by the orientals, 
This reed rifes fometimes to the height of an hundred feet ; and the hardnefs and light- 
nefs of its wood caufe it to be employed for a variety of ufes. 

The fugar-cane is a fpecies of reed which rifes to the height of ten feet. It is 
ufually about three inches in circumference; and is covered with a kind of bark,. 
which contains a fpongy fubftance. It is divided into joints by knots placed at the 
diftance of five inches from each other ; and on the top it bears a number of leaves,. 
fomewhat like thofe of the common water-flag. : 

This plant is cultivated in feveral countries of Afia and Africa. Every kind of 
foil is not equally proper for it: that where the earth is deep and light, feems to be 
the beft. 

Plantations of the fugar-cane do not require very fevere labour. It is fufficient to 
form furrows in the ground, at the diftance of three feet from each other: they ought 
to be no more than a foot in breadth, and fix inches in depth. In thefe furrows the 
canes are laid lengthwife, and covered with earth. From each knot they fend forth. 
young fhoots, but they do not come to maturity, fo as to be fit for cutting, till the 
end of eighteen months. A ‘month after the fhoots begin to appear, all the weeds 
around them mutt be pulled up: but this care is not neceffary when- the cane is pet- 
fettly formed. 

After the canes have been cut, new fhoots fpring up from the old roots,. which at 
the end of fifteen months afford a fecond crop, but their prpduce is only one half of 
the firft. Nothing but want of hands to replant, can induce a proprietor to feek more 
than two crops from his plantation. 

When the canes are cut, the next bufinefs is to fqueeze them immediately in the 
mill. This operation requires tedious labour during the night ; for if the juice remains 
more than twenty-four hours in the ciftern from which. it is conveyed to the firft 
boiler, it becomes four. From the firft boiler, it is fucceflively removed into others, 
till it is converted imto fugar. It is purified from that gummy fub{tance which pre- 
vents it from becoming white and folid, by throwing ito the laft boiler a ftrong 
lixivium of wood-afhes and quick-lime. It may be readily perceived, that what con- 
tributes moit to the relief of the flaves, depends principally on the produce of the mill. 
The fpeedier the juice is extra&ted, the fooner will they be freed from night labour, 
fo prejudicial to their health. Nothing, therefore, fhoud be neglected that a give 

ugars 


"762 ROCHON'’S VOYAGE TO MADAGASCAR, 


{ugar-mills every poflible degree of power and activity; and it is, certainly, neither by 
mules nor weak falls of water that fo falutary.an end can be attained. Views of intereit 
unite here with the principles of humanity, to engage the planters to introduce in 
their mills the ufe of the fteam-engine. 

The woody part ef the fugar cane, known under the name of tra/b*, is more than 
fafficient for keeping up ebullition in the boiler of a {team-engine, as well as in all the 
boilers employed in making fugar. 

_ ‘The fertility of Madagafcar, and the valuable produétions contained in the bofom 
of that important ifland, cannot fail of affording induftry the means of eftablifhing a 
great and extenfive trade. It is under this point of view, according to my ideas, that 
we ought in future to confider fuch fettlements as we may with to form at Madagafcar. 
Though M, de Modave approached nearer to the accomplifhment of this object than 
any of his predeceffors, his views were not founded upon a bafis fufficiently folid, and 
capable of rendering the eftablifhment which he was commiffioned to .form, long, 
flourithing and happy. ‘This was the opinion of M. Poivre. That truly celebrated 
man had conduéted, with prudence, for feveral years, the French eftablifhments bes 
yond the Cape of Good Hope, and had refided a long time at Madagalcar, in order 
to make himfelf acquainted with its moft ufeful produétions. He was intendant of the 
Yfles of France and Bourbon, at the time when M. de Modave began his fettlement ; 
and it may be readily imagined of what weight the opinion of that gentleman, dif- 
tinguifhed by his virtues and knowledge, muit have been. It is to his indefatigable 
zeal that France will foon be indebted for the advantage of fharing with Holland in the 
rich commerce of fpiceries. He confidered it as one of the firft duties of an admi- 
niftrator, to exercife and excite the emulation of all thofe in whom he perceived talents 
which he thought might be cultivated with advantage. He profited, above all, by 
thofe of the celebrated Commerfon. That learned naturalift had accompanied M. de 
Bougainville in his voyage round the world, and had formed an immentfe colleétion of 
plants, and of every object of natural hiftory to be found in the countries which he 
had vifited. ‘The relation of his voyage, therefore, was likely to afford a variety of 
interefting obfervations ; and he was well affured that if he went immediately to 
France, his ufeful labours would not remain unrewarded. He however renounced all 
thefe advantages as foon as he knew that M. Poivre wifhed to employ him in pro- 
curing new information. After acquiring a thorough knowledge of the natural hiftory 
of the Ifles of France and Bourbon, he proceeded to Madagafcar in the year 1769, and 
M. de Modave, who was then governor of Fort Dauphin, gave him every ‘affiftance in 
his power to enable him to render farther fervices to fcience. It is much to be re- 
gretted that the accounts of thefe important difcoveries fhould have been loft or dif. 
perfed after the death of this indefatigable man, who was carried off when he was jut 
on the point of enjoying the fruits of his ufeful refearches. ‘The only differtation of 
his now remaining that is any way interefting, concerns the Kimos, which I fhall here 
tranfcribe, and add to it a fhort memoir of M. de Modave on the fame fubject. 

“ Thofe who are fond of the marvellous, and who no doubt muft be difpleafed 

. « With me for having reduced the pretended gigantic {ature of the Patagonians to fix 
« feet, will accept, perhaps, by way of indemnification, an account of a race of pigmies 

« who fall into the oppofite extreme. I here fpeak of thofe dwarfs, in the interior- 

“© parts of the large ifland of Madagafcar, who form a confiderable nation, called in 
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* The French call the woody part of the fugar cane, after the juice has been extracted, Jagaf7; but the 
Englih planters in the Welt Indies cali it sra/b. TT : h 
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the Madecaffe language, Quimos or Kimos. The diftinguithing charaéteriltics of 
thefe {mail people are, that they 4re whiter or at leaft paler in colaur, than all the 
negroes hitherto known; that their atms are fo long that they can ftretch their 
hands below their knees without ftooping ; and that the women have {carcely any 
breafts, except when they fuckle ; and even then, we are aflured, the greater part 
of them are obliged to make ufe of cow's milk in order to noutifh their young. 
With regard to intellectual faculties, thefe Kimos are not inferior to the other in. 
habitants of Madagafcar, who are known to be very lively and ingenious, though 
they abandon themfelves to the utmoft indolence; but we are told that the Kimos, 
as they are much more aétive, are alfo much more warlike, fo that their courage 
being, if we may ufe the expreffion, in the double ratio of their {tature, they have 
never yet been overcome by their‘neighbours, who have often made attempts for 
that purpofe. Though attacked with fuperior ftrength and weapons, for they are 
not acquainted with the ufe of gunpowder and firearms, like their enemies, they 
have always fought with courage, and retained liberty amid{t their rocks, which, - 
as they are extremely difficult of accefs, certainly contribute very much to their 
fafety. They live there upon rice, various kinds of fruits, roots and vegetables, 
and tear a great number of oxen and fheep with large tails, which form alfo a part 
of their fubfiftence. They hold no communication with the different caftes by 
whom they are furrounded, either for the fake of commerce or on any account 
whatever, as they procure all their neceffaries from the lands which they poffefs. 
As the objet of all the petty wars between them and the other inhabitants of the 
ifland, is to carry away on either fide a few cattle or flaves, the diminutive fize of 
the Kimos faves them from the latter injury. With regard to the former, they are 
fo fond of peace that they refolve to endure it to a certain degree; that is to fay, 
till they fee from the tops of their mountains a formidable body advancing, with 
every hoftile preparation, in the plains below. ‘They then carry the fuperfluity of 
their flocks to the entrance of the defiles,’ where they leave them; and, as they 
fay themfelves, make a voluntary facrifice of them to the indigence of their elder 
brethren ; but at the fame time denouncing with the fevereft threats to attack them 
without mercy fhould they endeavour to penetrate farther into their territories: a 
proof that it is neither from weaknefs nor cowardice, that they purchafe tranquillity 
by prefents. Their weapons are affagays and darts, which they ufe with the utmoft 
dexterity. It is pretended, if they could, according to their ardent wifhes, hold 
any intercourfe with the Europeans, and procure from them fire-arms and ammu- 
nition, they would act on the offenfive as well as the defenfive againft their 
neighbours, who would then perhaps think themfelves very happy to preferve peace. 
“* At the diftance of two or three days journey from Fort Dauphin, the inhabitants 
of that part of the country fhew a number of {mall barrows or earthen hillocks, in 
the form of graves, which, as is faid, owe their origin to a great maflacre: of the 
Kimos, who were defeated in the field by their anceftors*. However this may be, 
a tradition generally believed in that diftri&, as well as in the whole ifland of Ma- 
dagafcar, of the actual exiftence of the Kimos, leaves us no room to doubt that a 
part at leaft of what we are told refpecting thefe people is true. It is aftonithing that 
every thing which we know of this nation is colleted from their neighbours ; that 
no one has yet made-obfervations on the fpot where they refide; and that neither 


* T am furprifed that M. de Commerfon did not endeavour to efcertain the truth of this fa, by digging 


up the earth of tome of thefe barrows. 
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the governor of the Ifles of France and Bourbon, nor the commanders at the dif 
ferent fettlements which the French poffeffed On the coaft of Madagafcar, ever ate 
tempted to penetrate into the interior parts of the country, with a view of adding this 
difcovery to many ‘others which they might have made at the fame time. 
« To return to the Kimos, I can declare, as being an eye-witnefs, that in the voyage 
which I made to Fort Dauphin, about the end of the year 1770, the Count de 
Modave, the laft governor, who had already communicated to me part of his ob- 
fervations, at length afforded me the fatisfaction of feeing among his flaves a Kimos 
woman, aged about thirty, and three feet feven inches in height. Her com 
plexion was indeed the faireft I had feen among the inhabitants of the ifland; and f 
remarked that fhe was well limbed though fo low of ftature, and far from being ill 
proportioned ; that her arms were exceedingly long, and could reach without bending 
the body as far as the knee; that her hair was fhort and woolly ; that her features, 
which were agreeable, approached nearer to thofe of an European than to an inha- 
‘pitant of Madagafcar ; and that fhe had naturally a pleafant look, and was good- 
humoured, fenfible, ahd obliging, as far as could be judged from her behaviour. 
With regard to breatts, I faw no appearance of them except the nipples: but this 
fingle obfervation is not at all fufficient to eftablifh a variation from the common 
Jaws of nature. 3 
* A little before our departure from Madagafcar, a defire of recovering her. liberty, 
as much as a dread of being carried away from her native country, induced this 
little flave to make her efcape into the woods. «1 
“ Every thing confidered, I am inclined firmly to believe in this new variety of the 
human fpecies, who have their charatteriftic marks as well as their peculiar manners, 
and who inhabit mountains from fixteen to eighteen hundred fathoms high above the 
level of the fea. 
“ Diminution of ftature, in refpeét to that of the Laplanders, is almoft graduated as 


‘ from the Laplander to the Kimos. Both inhabit the coldeft regions and the higheft 


mountairis in the world. ‘Thofe of Madagafcar, where the Kimos live, are, as 1 have 
already obferved, fixteen or eighteen hundred fathoms high above the level of the 
fea. ‘The vegetable produétions which grow on thefe elevated places appear to be 
ftunted, fuch as the pine, the birch, anda great many others, which from the clafs 
of trees defcend to that of humble fhrubs, merely becaufe they have become alpicoles, 
that is to fay, inhabitants of the higheft mountains.” 

To this extraét from Mr. Commerfon’s Memoir on the Kimos, I fhall add a few ob- 


fervations by M. de Modave on the fame fubjet. 
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«© When I arrived,” fays he, “ at Fort Dauphin, in 1768, an_ill-written memoir 
was tranfmitted to me, which contained fome particulars concerning a fingular people 
called in the language of Madagafcar the Kimos, who inhabit the middle of the ifland, 
about the twenty-fecond degree of latitude. I had heard mention of them feveral 
times before, but in fo confufed a manner that I fcarcely paid any attention to a fact 
which deferves to be cleared up, and which relates to a nation of dwarfs, who live 
in fociety, governed by a chief, and protected by civil laws. 
“Thad found in the relation of Flacourt a paflage refpecting this nation ; but it made 
no impreffion on my mind, becaufe Flacourt rejects the hiftory of thefe pigmy people 
as a fable, invented by the players on the herraou, a kind of buffoons, or rather im- ~ 
poftors, who {pend their time in reciting abfurd tales and romances. 
«Flacourt calls thefe dwarfith people pigmies, and mixes their hiftory with that ofa 
pretended race of giants, who, as the ancient tradition of Madagaicar.affures us, 
“To ** occafioned 
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occafioned formerly great ravage in the ifland. Flacourt relates, after thefe players 
on the berraou, that the pigmies feme time ago invaded the country of Anoffi, from 
which they were driven by the Etanos, ‘who are the original inhabitants of that dif- 
tri&t. ‘The Etanos furrounded the pigmies on the banks of the river Itapera, and 
having maffacred them all, afterwards heaped together in that {pot a multitude of 
ftones, to cover the bodies of their enemies, and to ferve as monuments of the vic- 
tory which they had gained over them. 

“ After procuring at Fort Dauphin and the neighbourhood all the information pofi- 
ble, I refolved to fend a detachment to difcover the country of thefe pigmies. The 
detail of this expedition is configned to my journal; but, either on account of the 
infidelity of the guides, or their want of courage, it was not attended with fuccefs. 
Thad, however, the pleafure to afcertain the exiftence of a nation of. dwarfs, who 
inhabit a certain diftriét of theifland, = + 

« Thefe people are called Quimos or Kimos. The ordinary height of the men is three 
feet five inches, and that of the women a few inches lefs. ‘The men wear their beards 
long, and cut in around form. The Kimos are thick and fquat ; the colour of their 
{kin is lighter than that of the other iflanders; and their hair is fhort and woolly. 
They manufaGure iron and feel, of which they make lances and aflagays. Thefe 
are the only arms which they employ to defend themfelves from their enemies, who 


attempt to carry off their cattle. When they perceive bands of travellers preparing 


to traverfe their country, they tie their oxen to trees on the frontiers, and leave other 
provifions, in order that thefe ftrangers may find the means of fubfifting. When 
the ftrangers, however, are fo imprudent as to moleft them, by behaving ina hoftile 
manner, andare not contented with the prefents ufual in the like circumftances, the 
dwarfith Kimos know how to defend themfelves bravely, and repel by force thofe 
who have the temerity to attempt to penetrate into the valley where they refide, and 
to which accefs is extremely difficult. 
« Remouzai, who, in quality of captain, followed the father of the Chief Maimbou, 
in the two unfortunate expeditions which he undertook againft thele people, in order 
to carry away a part of their flocks, and afterwards fell them at Fort Dauphin, told 
me, that he owed his fafety merely to the knowledge he had of the high and fteep 
mountains by which their valley is furrounded. Remouzai had been feveral times 
among the Kimos, and was employed as a guide by Maimbou’s father, when he 
ventured to attack them. The firft incurfion had no fuccefs, but the fecond was 
much more fatal: Maimbou’s brother was killed ; his {mall army was put to flight 5 
and the number of thofe who efcaped thefe pigmies was very inconfiderable. Not- 
withftanding all my refearches, I could never find any perfon except Remouzai, 
who was able to give me any certain accounts refpecting thefe two incurfions. 
« Maimbou, with whom I had a good deal of intercourfe, for the purpofe of pro- 
curing provifions to Fort Dauphin, was not old enough to accompany his father in 
this expedition ; but he had conceived fuch an averfion to the Kimos, that he fell 
into a violent paflion whenever I mentioned them in his prefence ; and he wifhed me 
to exterminate that race of Apes, for fuch was the injurious appellation which he 
always beftowed upon them. 
“A chief of the Mahaffalles, a people refiding near the Bay of St. Auguftine, who 
came froma chief in the neighbourhood of the fort, with a view of exchanging filk 
and other merchandize for oxen, faid, in the hearing of one of my officers, that he 
had been feveral times in the country of the Kimos, and that he had even carried 
on war againit them. This chief added, that for fome years, thele people had pa 
Ee, harafle 
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“« haraffed by their neighbours, who-had burnt feveral of their villages. He boafted, 
* alfo, of having in his poffeffion a man and a woman of that race, who he faid were 
“ about the age of twenty, or twenty-five. 

** From the accounts of this chief and Remouzai, I am inclined to think, that the 
“ valley of the Kimos is abundant in cattle and provifions of every kind. Thefe 
“ little people are induftrious, and apply with much {kill and labour to the cultivation of 
* the earth. Their chief enjoys a much more abfolute authority, and is more re- 
“ {pected. than any of the other chiefs in the different diftriats of Madagafcar. I was 
“ not able to leam the extent of the valley which they inhabit. 1 know only that it 
*¢ is furrounded by very high mountains ; that it is fituated at the diftance of fixty 
“ leagues to the north-we(t of Fort Dauphin ; and that it is bounded on the weft by 
~ © the country of the Matatanes. Their villages are built on the fummits of fmail 
“ fleep mounts, which are fo much the more difficult to be’ afcended, as they have 
* multiplied thofe obftacles that render approach to them almoft impraticable. The 
“ chief of the Mahaffalles and Remonzai did not agree refpecting two points 
‘© which are particularly worthy of being afcertained. The general opinion of the 
“¢ people of Madagafcar is, that the Kimos women have no breafts, and that they 
** nourifh their children with cows milk. It is afferted, alfo, that they have no men- 
** ftrual flux; but that at thofe periods when other women are fubjeét to this evacua- 
“ tion, the fkin of their body becomes of a blood-red colour. Remouzai affured me 
* that this opinion was well founded ; but the chief of the Mahaffalles contradiéted it. 
** ‘We mutt, therefore, fufpend our judgment on this head ; and be cautious in giving 
“ credit to phanomena which appear to deviate fo much from general rules, and to 
“ extend to a certain number of individuals only. 

* I procured a Kimos woman, who was taken in war, fome years ago, by a chief 
of the province of Mandrarey. This woman is rather of a tall ftature, confidering 
* the general meafure allowed to the females of her nation; yet her height does not 
“* exceed three feet feven inches. She is between thirty and thirty-two years of age ; 
“ her arms are very long ; her hands have a great refemblance to the paws of an ape 5 
* and her bofom is as flat as that of the leaneft man, without the leaft appearance of 
* breafts. My little Kimos was remarkably thin and meagre when fhe arrived at Fort 
“ Dauphin; but when the was able to gratify her voracious appetite, fhe became ex- 
“ tremely lufty ; and I am of opinion, that when fhe isin her natural ftate, her fea- 
** tures will be well worth a careful obfervation. The chief who fold me this Kimos 
** woman told mé, that he had a Kimes man at home, and that he would endeavour 
“ to fend him to me. : 

“ Had the enterprife I undertook a few months ago fucceeded better, I thould cer- 
“ tainly have embraced the opportunity of fending to France a male and female of 
“ thefe pigmies ; but I hope to be more fortunate in future. It is certainly nothing 
** wonderful to meet with dwarfs in a country fo valt and extenfive as the ifland of 
“ Madagalcar, the furface of which contains various climates, and abounds with a 
“* multitrde of different produdtions; but a real race of pigmies, living in fociety, is 
“ a phenomenon that cannot well be paffed over in filence.” 

To thefe accounts of M. de Modave, and M. de Commerfon, might be added that 
of an officer who procured a Kimos, whom, as he told me, he wifhed to carry to France 5 
but M. de Surville, who commanded the veffel in which he had taken his paflage, 
would not permit him. : : : 


Or 
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Or tHe Nortu-East Part of MapAcaAscar. 


THE north-eaft part of thé ifland of Madagafcar is a rich magazine for the colonies 
in the Iles of France and Bourbon. The moft frequented ports in this part, are Foule- 
pointe, St. Mary, and the Bay of Antongil, It is in thefe three places that the French 
have attempted to form all their eftablifhments. A foldicr in the fervice of the Eaft-India 
Company, whofe name was Bigorne, gave me fome interefting information refpeding 
the fettlements of the pirates in thefe diftrits. This man had gained the affection of 
the iflanders, and by a long refidence amongft them had acquired a kind. of influence 
over thefe people, from which the dire€tors of the Htes of France and Bourbon, for: 
a long time, derived great advantages. It was from this man that I procured the greater- 
part of my knowledge refpetting the productions, as well as the manners and cukoms._ 
of the inhabitants of the north-eaft part of Madagatcar. 

“The inhabitants of this coaft are {till better, and more humane than thofe of the: 
province of Carcanoffi. Thefe harmlefs people ufe neither locks nor bolts, and fhut the: 
doors of their houfes with nothing elfe than thorns, or the branches of trees. Were 
they even filled with riches, they would leave them in the fame manner, nor entertain: 
any dread of their being robbed. Their houfes, however, -are conftructed only of leaves. 
and mats, which might be broke through without much difficulty. © 

The pirates, who carried on their depredations in the Indian feas, alarmed at the: 
great preparations which were making to put an end to their robbery, took refuge on: 
the north-eaft coaft of Madagafcar. It appears that they formed their eftablifhment 
at the ifle of Nofly-Hibrahim, named by the French St. Mary. One of the extremi- 
ties of this ifland reaches within eleven leagues of Foulepointe, and the other extends 
to the Bay of Antongil. : 

By contraéting alliances with the iflanders, the pirates gained their confidence and 
friendfhip. It may, perhaps, appear furprifing that men who followed fo infamous 
a profeflion fhould not have been more detefted. This foreign land became to them 
and their children a new country : they aflumed its manners, and adopted its cuf- 
toms. , In fertile and rich regions, abounding in every thing neceffary for fubfiftence, 
it is almoft impoflible to find any advantage by attacking the property of another ; fince 
the only riches of the inhabitants are thofe of the foil, and the foil belongs in common 
to all. It is not aftonifhing, therefore, that pirates returning continually to this place 
of fhelter to repair and re-vitual their thips, fhould be favourably received by the Male- 
gaches, fince they fhared in their opulence, without knowing how they acquired it. 
‘They compared the conduct of thefe wretches with that of the crews of feveral 
European veffels, and the comparifon was by no means favourable to the latter, who 
had more than once procured refrefhments by force, and who had exercifed the molt 

. barbarous cruelties againft the natives, burning their villages, or deftroying them with. 
their cannon, when they did not bring them oxen, fowls, and rice, as expeditioufly 
as they required. ‘he people of Foulepointe have not yet forgotten, and often 
relate, that at the beginning of this century, the crew of an Enropean veffel invited 
a multitude of the iflanders into a large tent, and the moment it was filled, the 
timber-work fell down, fo that by this flratagem the Europeans were able to. 
feize a great number of them, whom they made flaves, Were } difpofed to pals 
over fuch crimes in filence, I fhould think it ufeful to make mention of them, in 
order to thew how many evils and atrocities our European predeceflors have left: 
us to repair. : 

The- 
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The pirates continued their depredations ‘with’ fuccefs till the year'1722; but, at 
this period, feveral nations, alarmed by the enormous loffes which their commerce fuf- 
tained, united together to deliver the Indian feas from the oppreffion of thefe formida- 
ble tyrants, who had feized a large Portuguefe veffel, in which were count de Receira 
and the archbifhop of Goa, and the fame day another veffel which carried thirty-two 
guns. Both thefe valuable prizes were captured before the Ifle of Bourbon, 

The pirates, accuftomed to war, and elated with their fuccefs, made a long and 
defperate refiftance. Before they were extirpated it was neceffary to bring a confider- | 
able force againft them ; to terrify them by the fevereft punifhment, and to purfue them 
through the moft imminent dangers, even to the place of their retreat, where they 
were obliged to fet fire to their veflels :—fuch were the fevere means employed to clear 
the Indian feas of thefe plunderers, who had infefted them from the time that Vafco 
_de Gama opened a paffage to India, by the Cape of Good Hope. The entire deftruc- 
tion of their maritime forces prevented the pirates from interrupting commerce any 
more, and compelled them to quit the wretched eftablifhment which they had formed 
at St. Mary, an ifland in the neighbourhood of Madagafcar. 

Thefe banditti, however, being thus forced to renounce their former wandering 
kind of life, began to think of fignalizing thenifelves by new aéts of atrocity. As they 
could no longer exercife with advantage their infamous employment, in fertile coun- 
tries where all property is confounded, and being too inferior in number to fubdue the 
iflanders, one would have thought that no other means of doing mifchief were left for 
them than to attempt to promote difcord among the inhabitants: but had they con- 
fined themfelves merely to the exciting of quarrels and war among the Malegaches, 
this flame probably would have been foon extinguifhed ; and when.tranquillity had en- 
abled thefe iflanders to fee their real interefts, they would certainly not have failed 
to attack the pirates, and to be revenged on them for their perfidy. It was neceffary, 
therefore, for the fuccefs of their pernicious defigns, that they fhould render war 
advantageous to thefe people; and the fale of prifoners, that is to fay, a trade in flaves, 
anfwered two ends to them, that of fomenting and perpetuating divifions among the 
Malegaches, and that of procuring a new mode of enriching themfclves, and of caufing 
them to be courted and prote€ted by European nations, who favoured this deteftable 
traffic. By this new crime the pirates terminated their courfe of robbery-——a crime 
which depopulates and {till defolates the ifland of Madagafcar. This deftructive 
{courge, fince the moment of its birth, has not ceafed a moment to acquire new degrees 
of vigour arid aétivity. It would be as difficult to foretell the period when it will end, 
as to eftimate the ravages to which it has given rife. Of all the evils and all the 
diforders occafioned by the pirates, the greateft, without doubt, is that of having 
introduced: the flave-trade into Madagafcar; and yet I fhould think I difgraced my 
pen, did I allow myfelf to trace out the picture of the atrocious cruelties they exercifed, 
and the infamous ftratagems they pratifed. The flave-trade is an inftitution fo much 
the more abominable, as the evils which it produtes are fcarcely felt by thofe who derive 
profit from them. It would fcem as if it required long ftudy and meditation to dif 
cover that liberty is conneéted with the effence and dignity of man; and that it is 
the height of injuftice to have converted it, if I may ufe the expreffion, into a faleable 
commodity. If this truth does not make that impreffion which it ought on en- 
lightened nations, and force them to profcribe flavery, how can they flatter them- 
felves that it will be perceived by favages involved in the darknefs of ignorance? We 
cannot, therefore, be furprized that the Malegaches, ftruck with the advantages which 
they continually derive from the fale of flaves. fil entertain a grateful remembrance 
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of thefe infamous men, to whom they think they are indebted for the greater part of their 

riches. - i 

Before thefe banditti eftablithed themfelves in the ifland, cattle and fheep were of 
no value. Rice and $arious kinds of provifions had no other price than that which was 
affixed on them by navigators; and it even appears, that during the time of their piracy, 
they fpent in drunkennefs and debauchery, on their return from every expedition, the 
fruits of their long voyages. 3 

‘Want of forefight is not uncommon among men accuftomed to a wandering and 
diffipated life. ‘The extreme profufion of thefe profligates is, therefore, no matter of 
furprife; but being more deceitful than prodigal, it is no wonder that they always 
carefully endeavoured to conceal from thefe iflanders the impure fource from which 

_ they derived their. riches. ‘This, perhaps, i® the only point on which they were forced 
to be prudent, under pain of incurring the hatred of thefe people, whofe friendfhip 
it was their intereft to preferve. 

Atecital of their fhameful and deteftable robberies would have carried terror and 
alarm into thofe countries, where the leaft of thefe crimes was punifhed with death. 
It is not to be doubted that the Malegaches would have exterminated fuch dangerous 
guelts had they been fully acquainted with their vicious inclinations: but fince their 
memory is not execrated, and has not left in the minds of thefe people any traces of 
their infamy, they muft have feduced them by a profound diffimulation, and a deceit~ 
ful appearance of confidence and affection: And how ‘could favages poffefs fuffcient 
knowledge of mankind to be able to unmatk villains, exercifed from their infancy in 
falfehood and cunning, and whofe intereft it was to conceal, or difguife the greater. 
part of their vices? 

I confefs that this explanation alone can afford fatisfa&tion, after the vain efforts. 
_which I made on the fpot, with a view to difcover the true caufe of that kind of réfpeé,, 
or rather veneration, which the Malegaches entertain for the memory of thefe infamous 
»plunderers. ; 

It was not at the time when the pirates were employed folely in ravaging the Indian 
feas that they were able to occafion great diforder at Madagatcar ; their ftay in that 
ifland was always very fhort, and being obliged to repair their veffels fpeedily, and 
to procure provifions, they could not think of fowing divifion amohg thefe people, 
who might have revenged themfelves during their abfence ‘on their women and 
children, and have entirely ruined their eftablifhments; and it was only at certain 
periods that they could give themfelves up to all the exceffes of -drunkennefs and de- 
bauchery. But when they were forced to renounce their infamous profeffion, they 
followed a plan of life entirely different. Their views then were directed towards 
the means of recovering a part of thofe riches whicl they had imprudently diffipated, _ 
and to fecure the proteétion of the Europeans by opening to them a branch of com-. 
merce, with the*extent and importance of which they were well acquainted. Thefe 
profligates, therefore, were the firft who introduced the flave-trade into the north-eaft 
part of Madagafcar. ‘This we are told by all the traditions of the country, and it was 
confirmtd to me by La Bigorne. It was not, however, without caufing much trouble 
and diforder that they were able, about the year 1722, to overcome the averfion which 
the Malegaches had for that horrid traffic. Before this epoch feveral European hips 
had made vain efforts to induce them to fell their prifoners and malefactors. ‘Their 
negociations for this purpofe, inftead of being attended with fuccefs, were rejeéted 
with indignation, and. fometimes punifhed in an exemplary manner, when they ven- 
tured to employ ftratagem or force. The pirates were too well acquainted with the 
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intrepid fpirit of the Malegaches to ufe thefe means ; and they were fenfible that they. 
‘were too few in number to fubdue them, or to di€tate to them concerning a trade which 
they'detefted. The leaft violence, in this refpeét, would have occafioned their deftruce 
‘tiot ; and with {till more certainty that of their wives and children. The fureft 
way -of accomplifhing their end, therefore, was to kindle up amongft thefe people the 
flames of difcord ; and, taking advantage of their inteftine wars, to prevail on them 
to difpofe of their prifoners, who, on account of their number, could not fail of being 
a burthen to them. But it was of the utmoft importance to the fuccefs of their views, 
in the midft of thefe diforders, to be on a good footing with both parties, and to 
affume in appearance the office of mediators. It was requifite, alfo, that they fhould 
wait for a favourable opportunity, or at leaft a plaufible pretext for putting their odious 
plot in‘ execution, and this was not long wanting. 

The Bethalimenes, a people in the interior part of the country, had quitted their 
villages, and had flocked in great numbers towards the place where the pirates lived, 
with a view of procuring different articles of commerce, which they confidered either 
as ufeful or convenient. They particularly fought for the beautiful ftuffs of India, 
Mafulipatam handkerchiefs, muflins, and fome other kinds of goods. of lefs value. 
The inhabitants on the fea-coaft, known under the name of Antivarres and Mani- 
voulefe, beheld thefe ftrangers amongft them with great pleafure ; and they would 

- have thought themfelves deficient both in that hofpitality and affedtion which they 
‘owed to the pirates, had they in the leat interrupted their commerce, or prevented 
them from procuring fuch cattle and provifions as were necefflary for victualling 
their fhips. 

The Bethalimenes, who are a more ‘economical and courageous people than the 
Antavarres and the Manivoulefe, when they faw that the fource of the wealth’ of 
the pirates was exhaulted, by the abfolute deftru@ion of their marine, began to pre- 
pare for returning to their villages with their riches. The Antavarres and the Ma-* 
nivoulefe would not have oppofed their departure, had not the pirates ufed their ut- 
moft endeavours to excite them to plunder, by reprefenting to them, that thefe valuas 
ble effets which ought to be the reward of their labour and attachment, would be for ° 
ever loft to them, if they fuffered them to be carried away, and difperfed in the inte- 
tior parts of the country. After a long refiftance, founded folely on that refpeét which is 
‘due to hofpitality, the Antavarres and the Manivoulefe fuffered themfelves to be overcome, 
and hurried into an unjuft war. This cruel war gave rife to all thofe which afterwards 
deluged the north-eait part of Madagafcar with blood. Before that period thefe people 
lived in peace, and thofe petty divifions of little importance which are infeparable from all 
focieties, never were of long duration, and left behind them no traces of animofity. 
The pirates were artful enough never to be {een in the armies of the Antavarres and the 
Manivoulefe, without afluming the appearance of the ftricteft neutrality. ‘They, how- 
ever, fold at a very high price to thefe people, who were their friends, arms and war- 
like ammunition ; but while they refufed the like affiftance to the Bethalimenes, they 
fecretly advifed them, in the moft treacherous manner, to exchange with an Euro- 
pean veffel, newly arrived at Foulepointe, their prifoners for firearms and ammuni- 
tion, ‘The Bethalimenes, highly irritated at the excefles committed by the Antavarres 
and the Manivoulefe againft them, eagerly followed this advice. By making a brave 
defence they had taken a great number of prifoners; and as thefe'prifoners were a 
burthen to them, they faw it would be advantageous to fell them, in order to procure 
fire-arms, which were neceffary to repel the attacks of their enemies. . 
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The Bethalimenes were extremely thankful to the pirates for. having taught them 
how to make the Antavarres and the Manivoulefe repent of their injuftice, by ena- 
bling them to procure arms and ammunition, fufficient to intimidate thefe difturbers of 
their tranquillity. They even found themfelves much better provided with thefe ar- 
ticles than their enemies, who were now no longer in a condition to throw any ob- 
ftacles in the way of their departure. Thefe fame iflanders, therefore, who had always 
fhewn the moft invincible repugnance to fell their prifoners, fuddenly changed their 
principles on this point ;. and yet thefe people confider us as cannibals. ‘The efforts 
which the Europeans had inceilantly made to procure flaves, either by ‘force or ftrata 
gem, contributed not a little to comfirm them in this unfavourable opinion. ‘The ene 
miés of the whites, whofe number was very eonfiderable, took a pleafure in giving 
ftrength to this odious calumny ; and I may venture to affert, that it has been per- 
petuated in fuch a manner, from generation to generation, that it fill fubfilts. If any 
method can be devifed of deftroying fo degrading an accufation, it certainly muft be by 
carefully educating amongft us fome young Medecaffes, and afterwards fending them 
back to their own country. When they have become acquainted with our manners, 
our arts, and eur induftry, we may eafily infpire them with quite contrary fentiments. 
However little we reflect on the falutary confequences that would enfue from fuch a 
plan, it will appear aftonifhing that it has been fo long neglected. ; 

If I have allowed myfelf to pafs over in filence the long feries of war which from 
that epoch never ceafed to defolate the northern part of Madagafcar, I cannot help 
obferving, that the "pirates alone kindled up amongft thefe iflanders the flames of dif- 
cord; and, at the fame time, conciliated the affections of the Antavarres and the 
Manivoulefe, as well as that of the Bethalimenes. . 

After this, the Europeans no longer difdained to feek their proteftion. The pub- 
lic.fale of prifoners ferved to foment the flames of their hatred and vengeance ; and 
thefe two fcourges united fet no other bounds to their ravages than the entire depo- 
pulation of an ifland, celebrated by its extent and prodigious fertility. What a num- 
ber of vi€tims facrificed to the infatiable avarice of a few plunderers ! 

Ye juft and compaffionate, behold what it has coft, in blood and crimes, to bring 
your colonies to that kind of profperity, the greater part of the advantages of which 
you daily hear exaggerated ; as if that profperity, always precarious, were not-more 
apparent than real ; fince the opulence of a few is founded only on the mifery and flavery 
of the multitude. 4 

The flave-trade, after having ferved to eftablifh the power of the pirates, was of 
no utility to their children. 

Tamfimalo, fon to the daughter of a powerful chief, by an old pirate, celebrated 
for his cunning and depredations, feized the fovereign power after the death of his 
father. His reign was fignalized by no extraordinary event, but his memory is ftill 
“venerated amongit thefe people; and his refpected aflies repofe at St. Mary, where they 
were depofited in the year 1745, which was the period of his death. c 

Tamfimalo was fucceeded by his fon John Harre ; but his power was very limited ; 
and his mifcondu€& rendered him defpicable in the eyes of his fubje@ts. -He made 
choice of Foulepointe for the place of his refidence, and left the government of St. Mary 
to his mother and his fitter, the latter of whom was known under the name of Betie. 
A little timé after the death of Tamfimalo, the Eaft-India Company formed an efta- 
blifhment at St. Mary, and M. Goffe was ordered to take poffeflion ‘of that ifland in 
the name of the company. In this ceremony, M. Gofle was accompanied by Betie, 
the daughter of Tamfimalo, and the widow of John Earre, though this honour, ac- 

VOL. XVI. go. cording 


27% : ROCHON’S VOYAGE ZO. MADAGASCAR 


cording :to. the ufages. of the country, belonged to the widow of :Tamfimalo, whofe 
fovereignty was acknowledged. ‘This haughty and imperious woman, highly offended 
at that kind of difdain and negleé with which Gofle {eemed to treat her, {wore that 
the would be revenged on him for fo open an infult offered to her dignity. For a long 
time Goffe defpifed her anger and threats: but this conduét was far from being pru- 
dent ; and might have’brought great misfortunes upon the eftablifhment entrufted to 
his care. Obftinate fevers, and epidemical difeafes, foon after weakened the colony, 
and reduced it to a very languifhing condition during the latter end of autumn. The 
direQtors of the Ifle of France were obliged, therefore, to‘fend new recruits annually, 
to repair the loffes which were occafioned by the infalubrity of the ifland. The mor- 
tality became fo great towards the conclufion of the year, that it was then called the 
Grave of the French. The greateft care, it is true, was taken to fend no perfons thither 
to fettle except fuch as could occafion little hurt to fociety, if they perifhed. 

If Goffe was deficient in attention to the widow of Tamfimalo, he neglected, as we 
are affured, no means of pleafing Betie. This charming-young woman to an agree. 
able figure added a pleafant difpofition ; and the iflanders entertained a much ftronger 
affection for her than for her mother. Betie was not infenfible to the attachment of 
Goffe ; and fhe more than once difconcerted the fatal projects of her mother againft 
the French : but bounds were at length fet to her zeal, over which it was impoflible 
for her to pafs. 

: Tamfimalo’s widow accufed Goffe of having dared-to difturb the athes of her hut 
band, and of carrying away the riches fhut up in his tomb. This accufation, whether 
jutt or unjuft, excited fuch a fermentation that the deftrution of the French was from 
that moment irrevocably decreed. The iflanders fell upon their eftablithment, fet fire 
toit, and made a general maffacre ofits inhabitants. As foon as this fatal event, which 
took place on Chriftmas eve 1754, was known at the Ile of France, an armed veffel 
received orders to proceed to the entrance of port St. Mary, and to punith the iflanders 
with the ‘utmoft feverity. The punifhment infliGed on them was indeed terrible ; a 
number of villages were burnt, and feveral large piroguas filled with the natives were 
funk. That in which the widow of Tamfimalo embarked, made ftrong efforts to gain 
the Bay of Antongil, and to efcape from the boats fent in purfuit of her: but in {pite 
of every exertion they got near enough to fire upon it. Tamfimalo’s widow was killed; 
feveral of thofe who accompanied her fhared the fame fate; and the reft, among whom 
was her daughter Betie, were taken prifoners. When Betic was carried to the Ifle of 
France, fhe juftified herfelf before the fupreme council, by proving that her mother 
alone had been the taufe of the maffacre of the French. She fhewed, at the fame time, 
that her conneion with Goffe had endangered her life; and that fhe could no longer 
bein fafety at St. Mary, as the had loft, by her attachment to the French, and the 
efforts which fhe had made to fave them, the confidence and affection of the iflanders, 
‘The fupreme council of the Ile of France, convinced of the innocence of this young 
woman, fent her to her brother John Harre, at Foulepointe, with confiderable prefents, 
requefting her to employ every means poffible to re-eftablith peace and concord between 
the natives of that diftri€ and the French. hele people, terrified by the ravages 
exercifed at St. Mary, had retired to the interior parts of the country ; all commerce 
was fufpended ; and the wants of the Ifle of France required that every method fhould 
be purfued to revive it. Betie, by the great afcendancy the had over her brother, being 
the propereit perfon to accomplifh this falutary end, fhe united, for that purpofe, with 
Bigorne, an intelligent and a¢tive man, who had: been a foldier in the fervice of the 
Ealt-India company. “ 
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Ina little time, Bigorne learned the Malegache language ; and by an open and fteady 
‘condué won the affection of the iflanders. To his care and aétivity the colony was in- 
‘debted for the re-eftablifhment of itscommerce. Among all the honourable teftimonies 
of gratitude which were rendered to him for this fervice, the moft diftinguifhed is that 
of M. Poivre, who, in 1758, was an eye-witnefs to the good conduét of this brave foldier. 
That celebrated adminiftrator, whofe fuffrages cannot be fufpected of prejudice or par- 
fiality,: has often, in my prefence, paid the higheft compliments to this man, whofe 
memory is ftill refpe@ted among the iflanders of Madagafcar. The influence which he 
had over the minds of thefe people, was however more owing to the goodnefs of his 
character than to his eloquence. a” 

‘The fpeeches which he made to thefe people, in their grand affemblies called palabres, 
were not to be compared to thofe of the Malegache orators. M. Poivre, who aflifted at 
feveral of thefe affemblies, often teld me, that the natural eloquence of the Malegaches 
was truly aftonifhing. He took delight in relating even the moft minute particulars of a 
grand palabre, at which all the neighbouring chiefs, and an immenfe multitude of 
people, were prefent, in order to form a treaty of commerce with the commiflaries of 
the French Eaft-India company. 

The following is, in a few words, the account of it which he gave me: 

The orator, after faluting all the chiefs, advanced towards the French; made a pro- 
found bow to them, and addrefling himfelf to Bigorne, faid: ‘* You know, Bigorne, 
“ that for more than eight years the white men have come hither to trade with the 
¢ Malegaches; and can you fay that a white man was ever killed by any of our 
s* nation? j 

“ We have always received you, not only as brothers, but even as the lords of the 
* country. 

«© When the French afked from us oxen and rice, did we ever refufe them ? 

“¢ When they withed to raife palifades, and td conftrué houfes, have we not gone 
« ‘to the forefts to procure timber neceflary for that purpofe ? . ; 
“© Have thofe who came hither before you, Bigorne, or thofe who are here now, 
‘* ever had any caufe of complaint againft us? Have they not drawn water from our 
‘¢ fountains? Have they not cut down the trees of our forefts, without any man at 
Foulepointe afking them—why do you fo? The people in the fouth, as well as thofe 
in the north, and more recently {till thofe of St. Mary, maffacred the French, and 
made war upon them: but thofe of Foulepointe never attacked an; of them ; on the 
* contrary they have given them every affiftance in their power, and they have at all 
times teftified: their kindnefs and friendthip towards them. 

“ Are the chiefs at Foulepointe then lefs powerful than their neighbours ? 

“* La Bigorne, they are more fo.—Do they fear to carry on war againft the whites? 
—No.—Who dare make war on John Harre, the illuftrious fon of Tamfimalo, our 
fovereign and our father? 

*¢ What are the white men who would be rafh enough to attack thofe formidable 
and invincible chiefs, here prefent, Marouat, Ramifi, and Ramatao? ~ 

“ Would we not fhed even the laft drop of our blood in theirfupport? ~*~ 

“ It is'to our friendfhip, therefore, and to our goodnefs of heart alone, that th; 
‘ Frencli are indebted for the kind treatment which they have experienced’at Foule- 
s« pointe, fince they firlt frequented that port. : 

“ Let us now examine the conduét of the French towards us. 

. Why, Bigorne, haft thou ereéted a palifade of large ftakes, much more extenfive 
« and ftronger than that which was ereéted formerly, -without having deigned to afk 
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“ permiffion of John Harre and the other ehiefs? In this halt thou followed the ancient 
“© ufage? Speak—Anfwer—Haft thou offered them the fmalleft prefent ?——But you 
* obferve filence—You blufh—You are confcious of your guilt—You look towards 
* them—You beg forgivenefs—Here, in thy name, I afk John Harre, our fovereign, 
“* who prefides over this illuftrious affembly, and thefe generous and invincible chiefs, 
“ to pardon thy impradence. We love thee, Bigorne; but never in future, abufe our 
“* affeCtion—Swear that thou wilt never commit the like faults—Such errors will for’ 
“ ever alienate from thee, without hopes of return, the hearts of the inhabitants of 
‘* Foulepointe; and to pteferve them, take an oath that our interefts and yours hall be 
“ hereafter the fame. Atk, then, of your chiefs here affembled, why, fince the arrival 
°° of the faft feven fhips, the captains have {till neglected to make the ufual prefents, 
*° which ferve to promote a good underftanding in thofe exchanges which the whites 
‘* with to mhake with the Malegaches ? Why have not thele veffels brought effects to 
“ pay the debts contraéted above a year ago by the French? . 
“* ‘We have fold them, on credit, according to the rules of fair dealing, provifions 
* of every kind, without any other fecurity than {mall bits of paper, which contained, 
* as you affured us, a promife of being paid in three moons. Why has this folemn 
** promife remained till the prefent day undifcharged ? This certainly is compelling us 
“ to give up all commerce with the whites, or at leaft to entirely withdraw. that confi- 
** dence which we had in their words and oaths. 
‘* A large veffel which touched here laft year was in the moft urgent want of pro- 
. © vifions, without having effects neceflary to purchafe them. The merchants of Foule- 
‘* pointe, however, fupptied the crew with oxen and rice, and at the fame price at 
‘© which they could have bought them for ready money. 
“ They promifed to fend us payment by the firft veflel which fhould come from the 
“ Tle of France. Since that period twelve have arrived; but they all refufed to pay 
*, this juft debt. : 
‘ Will you now fay, Bigorne, that the people of Foulepointe have behaved dif- 
* honeftly to the French? ; 
** Will you fay alfo, that, in giving a trade-mufket in exchange for an ox, you pay 
“ too dear? . : 
“ ‘Will you fay that two yards of blue cloth is the juft value of a meafure of rice, 
“ weighing fifty pounds? You either think us very ignorant of the price of provifions 
at the Ifle of France, or you have formed the mad project of giving laws to us in- 
* ftead of receiving them. . 
“* Js it not true,” continued the orator, addreffing himfelf to the Affembly, «-that' 
“ you with to deal with thefe ftrangers hereafter on jufter and more equitable terms ?”” 
The affembly teftified by a general and tumultuous acclamation, that this was their 
defire. 
Bigorne' then wifhed to elevate his voice ; but the orator commanded him to be filent; 
and relumed his difcourfe, by the order of John Harre and the other chiefs. 
“ The tollowing,”’ faid he, * are the conditions prefcribed by the merchants of Foule- 
“ pointe : The meafure of rice thall be diminifhed, when, in meafuring it, the whites 
‘* endeavour to heap up the rice, by knocking on the bottom of the meafure, in order 
* oe its contents : they will not fuffer the meafure to be heaped as here- 
* tofore.”’ . 
This obfervation made the affembly fmile. 
“ An ox thall no longer be given in exchange for a paltry trade-fufee : a good foldier’s 
“ mufket fhall be the price of aa ox.” 
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- © A piece of blue cloth thall contain two yards, according. to the ancient meafure. 

« The bambou of powder fhall be increafed in fuch a manner, that three bambous 
é fhall contain an hundred charges for a mufket. ; * ‘ 

« The people of Foulepointe, who ferve the whites in quality of feullions; or domeftics, 
“¢ fhall receive a trade-fufee as wages for thirty days fervice.”” : 

‘After this the orator, addrefling the chiefs and the affembly, faid, *¢ Are not thefe 
“. your lateft withes ?”’—-The cry of “ Yes”? then refounded from all quarters, inter- 
mixed with fhouts of praife and approbation. 

When this noife had fubfided, the orator cried out with a voice like thunder, “ You 
“ hear, Bigorne, the with of the Palabre ; it is the law of the chiefs, it is the defire 
« of the people who trade with the whites. Explain fully to your matters what f have 
« juft now propofed.—If they accept thefe conditions, we fhall confirm the treaty by 
«a folemn facrifice. If they will not accept it, they may depart. We ave no pro- 
“_yifions to give them.” 

Bigorne tranflated word for word to M. Poivre the fpeech which I have here related ¢ 
and the latter was obliged to interpofe his authority, in order to prevent him from 
reproaching the orator for his vehemence. Bigorne was not accuftomed to be treated 
with fo little ceremony by thefe people; and this leffon feemed to hurt him the 
more, as it was given before officers honoured with the confidence of the Eaft-India 
Company. . : 

M Pevvre, on the contrary, beheld the energy of thefe favages with pleafure. He 
was {truck with the force and folidity of their reafoning ; but, being intrufted with 
the interelts of the company, it was not in his power to make any alteration in the 
ufual price of provifions. He ordered Bigorne to communicate this to the affembly ; 
and to affure them, at the fame time, that the merchants of Foulepointe would be im- 
mediately and generoufly paid for all the commodities with which they had fupplied 
the French. He likewife granted an augmentation of falary to thofe domeftics whe 
were in the fervice of the whites; and accompanied all his promifes with the moft 
polite expreffions, and fuch as were likely to awaken the fenfibility of the chiefs. Whilft 
he thus treated them as friends and brothers, he recommended peace and concord to: 
them, in the ftrongeft terms; and gave them to underftand, that the conduc of all 
thofe whites who fhould not entertain the fame fentiments and refpeét for them, would 
be generally difapproved. The fpeech of M. Poivre, delivered in the Malegache lan- 
guage by Bigorne, feemed to make more impreffion on the orator than on the affem- 
bly ; and it was only in confequence of the advice given by the-former, that the treaty 
was agreed upon by a general acclamation. 

The conclufion of this treaty was a matter of the utmoft importance. The wants 
of the veflels were urgent: for, as they contained fix hundred men, three oxen 
a day, with a proportionable quantity of rice, were neceflary to fupply them ‘with 
” provifions. : 

This treaty was ratified with the utmoft folemnity. The orator flaughtered a victim 5: 
received the blood in an earthen veffel; and mixed with it fea-water, pimento, gun- 
flints broken, and bruifed very fine, and a {mall quantity of earth and gunpowder, 
moiftened with tafa, or {pirit made from the fugar-cane. Two leaden bullets ferved. 
him to pound thefe different ingredients, in order to form a kind of beverage; which: 
he withed the devil might convert into poifon for all thofe who, having drunk of it, 
fhould not adhere to their oath. He then took two lances, or affagays, and dipped the 
points of them in the liquor, while John Harre fprinkled a few drops of it upon the. 
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‘The orator, afterwards, taking a knife in his right hand, and firft invoking the God 
of the whites, and then that of the blacks, begged them with a loud voice to infpire 
into the hearts of both, peace, amity, concord, and fincerity. 

’ + ‘Then ftriking with his knife the points of the two aflagays, which he had dipped 
into the liquor, he denounced the moft horrid maledidtions and imprecations againft 
thofe who fhould infringe the treaty. , 

“ If the whites,” faid he, “ break their oath, may this beverage become poifon to 

them; may thofe hurricanes which ruth with fury from the four quarters of the 

heavens, fall upon their veffels ; may they be fwallowed up by the waves ; and ma: 

‘* the bodies of thefe wicked men be torn by the formidable monfters which inhabit 

‘© the abyffes of the fea. ; 

** Hear, John Harre—liften to the voice of the powerful genius who infpires me: 

“€ Should the people of Foulepointe be fo bafe and fo worthlefs as to violate this 

folemn treaty, may they perith by the {word of the enemy ; may their bellies burff ; 
and may their filthy carcafes become food for the crocodiles, ; 

“¢ Muft not the invifible {pirit who prefides at this aflembly be avenged? Muft he 

** not punifh the perjured, fince he receives their oaths? All -men, whether’ white or 

“ black, are before him ; all are fubjeed to his fupreme will; and he requires from 

us all, under the pain of incurring punifhments equally terrible and fevere, the fame 

“ fidelity, and the fame fincerity.* 

Rabefin (this was the name of the orator) pronounced thefe horrid imprecations 
three times; and with fo much vehemence in his fpeech and geftures, that they made 
an impreflion upon the affembly, of which it would be impoffible to convey an idea by 

- words. ; 

Whilft the aflembly were in this ftate of fear and terror, John Harre and the other 
chiefs with a trembling hand put about a {poonful of their difgufting liquor into a leaf 
of raven, and {wallowed it, with the moft horrid grimaces.. heir example was fol- 
lowed by the greater part of thofe who affifted at the ceremony: but fome of the 
Frenchmen contented,themfelves with only feigning to do it, notwithftanding the prefling 
invitation of Bigorne, who, without doubt, believed this ridiculous and difagreeable 
farce neceflary, if not to the fuccefs, at leaft to the folidity of the treaty, . 

Rabefin then proceeded to facrifice the victims ; and a grand fealt, accompanied 
with dancing, mufic, and {ports, terminated, rather in a noify but joyful manner, this 
celebrated palabre, I have defcribed the ceremonies praétifed at this affembly in pre. 
ference to any of thofe at which I affifted, merely becaufe it related to affairs of the 
utmoft importance ;~and by doing fo I have, I think, attained the end’ which I ought 
to have had in view, that of tracing out a flight fketch of the charaéter and extraordi- 
nary cuftoms of thefe people. 

The morning after the conclufion of the treaty, the market at Foulepointe was ftored 
with every thing in abundance: the veflels, therefore, made hafte to take in their 
quantity of provifions ; which they did foon, and at a very {mall expence. . 

When 11. Poivre arrived in France, he gave a favourable account of La Bigorne’s 
condu& to the Eaft-India Company. La Bigorne was then only interpreter at Foule- 
pointe ; but on the recommendation of M. Poivre, he received a commiftion to manage, 
in the whole ifland of Madagafcar, under the orders of the adminiftration of the Ile of 
France, all affairs relating to trade and the vidualling of thips. The Company had 
every reafon to be fatisfied with their choice; for La Bigorne condu€ted himfelf with 
equal prudence and ability, till the year 1762, when he was recalled to the Ile of | 
France becaufe he had made wa on John Harre. We are aflured that he exerted hie’ 
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utmofk endeavours to preferve peace at Foulepointe ; but that Hewas, at length, obliged’ 
openly to fupport feveral chiefs, allies of the French, who had’ ‘caufe to’ complain of 
the violence and depredations of John Harre, whofe propenfity, té vice and debauchery 
increafed every day. : : 

‘The chiefs who were enemies to John Harre united together, in order to prevail 
on Bigorne to take the command of their armies. This brave foldier did not, how- 
ever, yield to their entreaties, but on conditions which muft have appeared very 
ftrange to the favages. He openly declared, that if he affumed the command of their 
troops, he would take the prudent precaution not to expofe himfelf to the enemies 
fire; becaufe his death would infallibly occafion the deftruétion of thofe warriors 
who fought under his ftandards. A general, who, following only the impulfe of his 
courage, fuffers himfelf to be hurried into the thickeft of the’ battle, is no longer able 
to difpofe his forces in the moft advantageous manner ; the army is then abfolutely 
without a chief; the combatants are confequently thrown into diforder ; and chance 
only decides the victory. 

I do not know whether the Medecaffes were ftruck with La Bigorne’s reafons, 
People without difcipline, and who have no idea of the advantages which always refult’ 
from good order and perfe& harmony, muft have believed that General Bigorne had 
more abilities than courage. However, after fhewing fome marks of aftonithment and 
furprife, they ranged themfelves under his banners. La Bigorne then’ made them fo. 
through fome very fimple manceuvres; and finding them fubmiffive, and refolved to 
execute his orders pundtually, he led them towards the enemy. When the two armies 
were in fight of each other, he renewed his prohibition of beginning the combat until 
he had given the fignal. ; 

The army of John Harre was more numerous and much ftronger than that of 
La Bigorne; but the pofition of the latter feemed to promife’ him the moft complete 
victory, fhould John Harre venture to attack him. John Harre, not having fufficient 
abilities to judge of his difadvantageous fituation, charged the enemy with vigour 3. 
but he was repulfed in fo terrible a manner that he was obliged to feek fafety by flight. 
This chief, therefore, who had hitherto been accounted invincible, was overcome 
merely by the fkilful difpofition of a man, who did not appear in the engagement, and 
who was even at fome diftance from the field of battle. ‘ 

John Harre, having afterwards learned that La Bigorne dire€ted the movements of 
the army which had defeated him, obferved, ‘* How could I defend,myfelf againft the 
“ invifible fpixit of a white man who attacked me? But, in order to be revenged, 
“ T will quit Foulepointe, and retire to the bay of Antongil. My removal from that 
‘© port will alarm the merchants of Foulepointe ; the markets will no longer be fup- 
plied ; commerce will in the mean time fuffer ; and La Bigorne’s chiefs will recall 
him to the Ifle of France. My departure from Foulepointe, therefore, feems to proe 
mife me a fpeedy deliverance from my moft formidable enemy.” 

What John Harre had predicted foon afterwards took place. His defeat had oc- 
cafioned great forrow at Foulepointe ; and his departure put an entire {top to com- 
merce. Some of the chiefs, friends to Bigorne, made vain efforts to bring provifions 
to the markets; for the merchants at Foulepointe oppofed them as much as they 
could. The French veffels, which had come to that port for refrethments, after endea-- 
vouring, without effeét, to reftore peace and concord amony thefe people, were obliged 
to repair to the Ile of France, in a very deplorable ftate, and in the utmoft want of 
the moft common neceflaries.. On their united. complaints La Bigorne ~was recalled. 
and difgraced: yet we are affured that he was not guilty; and that few men a ; 
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place would have fuffered fo long the oppreffive and infolent behaviour of John Harre. 
Ffhould be glad that I could believe this to be the cafe: but his conduét will always 
appear reprehenfible to thofe who think they have no right to prefcribe rules and to 
give laws in a foreign country. | A : 

' However this may be, La Bigorne’s departure brought back John Harre to Foule- 

pointe. On his arrival he met with a much better reception than he had any title to ex- 
pect ; and commerce foon began to refume its wonted a¢tivity: but matters did not 
long remain in this tranquil fituation. _ The flames of difcord were not yet extinguithed ; 
hatred and animofity {till continued to foment them; but, at length, after a tedious 
war, the ifland of Madagafcar was delivered from this turbulent and formidable tyrant, 
who could live in peace neither with his allies nor his fubjeéts. He was killed in 1767 
by the Manivoulefe ; and his fpoils ferved to enrich the enemy, and to augment their 
power, 
P His fon Yavi inherited only a fmall part of his father’s poffeffions, as he was too 
young not to be fatisfied with what was given him. Of the reign of this prince I fhall 
fay nothing, though I had an opportunity of being particularly acquainted with him ; 
for, as he had neither fpirit nor abilities, he never performed any a¢tion of fuflicient im- 
portance to merit a place here. 

At the time when John Harre died, the Ifles of France and Bourbon were not under 
the direGtion of the-Eaft India Company. The king had refumed the management of 
them, and had appointed M. Poivre to be intendant of that colony. Bigorne then no 
longer found any obftacle to prevent his returning to Foulepointe, where his prefence, 
‘on account of certain circumftances, was become highly neceffary. On his arrival he 
received from the inhabitants the moft flattering teftimonies of friendfhip and efteem, 
The ftrong idea which the iflanders had before entertained of his talents and integrity, 
caufed him to be chofen arbiter of all their,differences. He re-eftablithed peace in the 
northern part of Madagafcar ; and M. Poivre had nothing to beftow upon him but 
praifes for his good eonduét. I was particularly acquainted with him, when I vifited 
Madagafcar in 1768, and I can fully certify that he deferved them. M. Poivre, who 
honoured me with his friendfhip and confidence, being defirous of procuring for his 
celebrated garden at Montplaifir, known at prefent by the name of the King’s Botanical 
Garden in the Ifle of France, the rareft and moft ufeful plants of that ifland, caft his eyes 
upon me as a perfon proper for making that valuable collection. He, indeed, could 
not have given a richer prefent to the colony entrufted to his care. This able adminif. 
trator never fuffered a veffel to depart without requefting the captain, or fome intelligent 
officer, to bring hini the various produttions of the countries which they were going to 
vifit; and this demand was always accompanied with proper inftruations. The garden 
of Montplaifir thus became, in his hands, one of the richeft nurferies known, fince it 
contains the moft valuable plants of the four quarters of the world. 

On my arrival at Foulepointe I did not find La Bigorne; and this difappointment 
gave me the more uneafinefs, as he was particularly enjoined to-afford me every aflift- 
ance in his power to accomplith the object of my miffion. However, after examining 
the whole environs of Foulepointe, I fet out to jom him at Mananharre, a village fituated 
at the entrance of the bay of Antongil. In my way thither I traverfed the ifland of 
St. Mary, where I remained as long as was neceflary for ftudying its different produc- 
tions: and I did not reach Mananharre till the eighth day after my departure from 
Foulepointe. 

La Bigorne received me with every mark of attention, arid gave me a variety of in- 
formation, of which I have beea here able to infert only a few fhort extracts. With 
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him I vifited the moft interefting places in the neighbourhodd of the great bay of Ans 
tongil, and with him I faw thofe aftonifhing quarries of rock cryftal, the mafies of 
which are fo enormousas almoft to furpafs belief. But let me not lofe fight of my ob- 
ject, and proceed to give an account of the eftablifhments formed by the French in the 
northern part of Madagafcar. 

T fhall terminate what appeared to me moft remarkable on this fubje€t by an, account 
of that of Benyowfki. This large eftablifhment, which was formed under the adminif. 
tration of M. de Boynes, coft an immenfe fum of money; had no fuccefs; and ended 
in a very tragical manner. 

Benyowfki has been-fo much celebrated that it may not be here improper to give a 
fhort account of his principal adventures: but that I may not venture to fay any thing 
without good authority, I fhall tranfcribe the memoir which he delivered to the gen. 
tlemen intrufted with the management of the Ifle-of France. This memoir was difperfed 
fo much throughout the colony, that it was eafy for me to procure a copy of it. Ihave 
not made the leaft correétion in it ; becaufe I thought it a matter of importance to ex. 
hibit in every point of view this audacious man, whofe fcandalous behaviour coft mile 
lions to.France, and brought new calamities on Madagafcar. 


LrTtzr or Baron D’ALADAR, KNOWN AT PRESENT UNDER THE NAME OF 
Benyowsk!, To THE GoveRNoR oF THE IsLE oF FRANCE. 


“ IT is with the utmoft pleafure and eagernefs, infpired by my ztal ‘and the defire 
< pine of ferving you, that I proceed to fatisfy you refpecting what you require | 
“© of me. ; 

“* Born a Hungarian, of the illuftrious family of the barons de Benyowski, I ferved 
“ in quality of general in the armies of the emprefs our fovereign. My father was of 
“the houfe of Aladar XII. and my mother of that of the counts de Rerary: I am 
“* confequently a Pole by extraétion.. 

“ In 1765, the king of Poland, elector of Saxony, being deed, and his kingdom 
“* invaded, I went to Warfaw, to fupport the interefts of a prince in the midit of 
“ trouble, and of the fubverfion of celebrated ftatutes, and of the firft members of the 
“ ftate. The grandees of the Kingdom had been arrefted by a fecret order; and as I 
“ was of the party of the prince bithop of Cracaw, and other magnates, a requeft was 
** made that 1 might be arrefted by prince Repnin, the Ruffian minifter. Informed of 
“ this defign, and not knowing what to do, I repaired, as fpeedily as} could, toa friend 
“ of prince Radziwil, whofe protection I folicited. Here I ftaid till the general con- 
* federation of Bar was declared, to which being invited by marfhal Pulawtky, I im- 
** mediately entered into that of Cracaw, under the command of Marfhal de Czarnowiky. 
“* Being admitted as an officer into the regiment of Caftres, I was made a prifoner by 
“« the Mufcovites, who had taken Cracaw. I, however, ranfomed mytéelf for the fum 
“ of two thoufand ducats, and afterwards entered into the confederation of Bar, where 
‘« having obtained the rank of colonel and general, I ferved againft the Mutfcovites, 
* under the command of Fortality-Svaniecz, and combated the enemy, as is proved in 
“* the aéts of the confederation. “The enemy being expelled, I received orders to go 
“ to Turkey with M. Pulawtky. The bacha of Natolia and Chotyn received me with 
“* friendthip, and gave me afliftance of troops and money, with which’ immediately 
“ entering the kingdom of Poland, I fuftained a combat againft the Ruflians, near 
“ Pruth, where 1 was wounded and taken. I was then carried to Riovia, where I 
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« found marfhal Czarnofky, count Potofky, and young Pularfky, with three thous 
s* fand men. . 
* Being afterwards removed to Cazan, I paffed Nezin and Tuta; and, by means 

** of a German furgeon, I tranfmitted to his eminence the prince bifhop of Cracaw, 
* who was at Kaluga, a letter, in which I informed him of my misfortune. The 
*¢ governor of Cazan, M. Guafnin Samarini, fuffered me, like the reft of the prifoners, 
* to enjoy my liberty in the City.. 

~* On the 15th of Auguft 1769, I was vifited by a Ruffian officer, who privately 
“ gave me letters from the captive princes, with orders to carry them to Kaluga. 
« After conferring with the principals, and taking their advice on this fubject, I 
“ efcaped to Cazan, by prcierding to the governor that I had an ardent defire to vifit 
“ the copper mines, and arrived without any accident at Kaluga, affifted by colonel 
 Bachentetriew, the governor of Fortality, who was o¢ the party of the prifoners. 

** ¥ had been appointed to treat perfonally with the princes and magnates ; and it 

“* was agreed, that, confining myfelf to a few expeditions, I fhould fet out for Peterf- 
“ burgh. I even repaired without delay to Quorfum; and, taking up my quarters. 
in the houfe of colonel Soacfck, I finifhed the expedition according to my -engage- 
** ment. When on the point of returning to Cafan, I was arrefted by orders of 
* the emprefs of Ruffia; and as nothing certain was known refpeCting my private 
* flight, 1 was fent prifoner to Kaluga, to which I had been difpatched by the princes. 
“« Having formed a friendthip with the governor, we entered into a treaty, by which, 
with the affiftance of Tuga, we engaged to retire into Poland; and the governor 

“* had difpofed évery thing to facilitate our efcape, when, on the 18th of O@ober 

* 1769, an officer of the guards arrived from Peterfburgh with orders to arreft the 
© governor ; but the governor prevented him by putting him to death; and, feeking 

“ fafety by flight, left us all prifoners. That very day we were loaded with chains, 

“ and- conducted to Peterfburgh, where it was impoilible for me to hear any farther 

“ news of my companions in adverfity. 
“| was fhut up in the private prifon of Fortality ; and, on the fourth day after: 
being obliged to appear before Orlow and Czernichew, I was interrogated re-. 
“ fpeéting feveral points. As they could draw nothing from my anfwers, even by 
“ threats, they promifed me a pardon, in the name of the emprels, if I would fwear 
“ fidelity to her Majefty, and difcover thofe fecrets with which 1 had been entrufted. 
* On my refufing to comply with thefe terms, I was remanded to prifon, from which, 
by means of an officer, I wrote to prince Lobkowitz, her Maiefty’s lieutenant ; but 
I received no anfwer. Some days after, having appeared before the ¢éommiffion, 1 
was compelled to fign the following, paper : 
“ I, the underfigned, acknowledge that I net only wifeed to break my chains, but that I 
committed an affffination, and have been guilty of treafon againft ber Inperial Majefty ; 
‘ and if her Maje/ty, through her natural goodne/s, foall be pleafed to Joften the rigour 
“ of my fentence, I hereby engage, after recovering my lice-ty, never to fet a foot again in 
the deminions of ber Majefy, much lefs to bear arms againfé her. 
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“ Baron Maurice Auguftus Aladar de Benyowski, 
« Peterfburgh, Nov. 22d 1769: General of the firft Confederation.” 


“ After figning this paper, I was fent back to confinement; and on the 24th of 
“{ November, at midnight, an officer appeared, at the head of twenty-eight mea, who 
“ having put irons on my legs, hurried me into a cargage, and proceeded towards 
* Mofcow. Ihad as my companion in misfortune major Vynblat; and, deprived a 
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all nonrifhment except bread and water, we paffed through Nizhey, Kuzmodem, 
Janikoy, and Solichanfzky, where the officer who was entrufted with the care of 
conducting us, fell ill, which obliged us to remain there fome days. 

« On the 28th of December the fame year, one of the foldiers came and told 
me that a body of guards, who were conduding fome prifoners, had ftopped at 
a place not far diftant. As they were in our neighbourhood, they wifhed very 
much to fee people who were unfortunate like themfelves ; and prevailed on their 
officer to conduét them to us in the night-time. When they arrived, I immediately 
perceived his ferene highnefs the prince bifhop of Cracaw, whofe tears prevented 
him from fpeaking; but we were not long permitted to fee each other. Having 
feparatea, we purfued our journey, in company, but in different carriages, as far 
as Yobolfk, the capital of Siberia. After a very fhort {tay there, we crotied the 
defarts of Tartary, drawn by dogs, without hearing any thing of the reft. We fuf- 
fered much from hunger ; and, after traverfing Siberia, we found fome exiled officers 


“of different nations. 


“ At length, on the 2oth of May, 1770, we reached the Port of Ochozk, where we 
were kindly received by Pleniftere, the governor. Soon after two Ruffian officers 
arrived, who faid they belonged to the guards of their highneffes the princes detained 
at Kaluga, and with whom I formed an intimate friendthip. 

* On the 3d of September the fame year, we were put on board a fhip, and con- 
veyed to the port of Bolfao. On the e4th of. December I received a letter from the 
bifhop of Cracaw, by a merchant, who tranfmitted it to me. It informed me that 
the. princes were removed to the northern part of Tartary, towards Anadyo; and 
that a troop of Ruffian foldiers were preparing to revolt, in order to releafe them. 
I immediately wrote to major Vynblat, to inform him what he fhould do to procure, 
us our liberty alfo. For my part I rendered myfelf the friend of the officer Gure- 
finim, who never quitted me; and he not only facilitated the means of my efcaping, 


-but even opened his purfe to me. 


« Our affairs were in this fituation when we were joined by two exiled Ruffian 
officers, who told me, that near us there was a prifoner clofely guarded, who was 
{uppofed to be a perfon of great diftin@ion, and who had been kept in irons feven 
years. No perfon could give us any fatisfactory account of him: we were only told 
that he was ten or eleven years of age, and that he was entrufted to the care of an 
old officer, whe withed very much for his deliverance. I conceived then a project — 
of gaining the friendthip of this officer, who willingly liftened to my propofals. He 
revealed to me the name of the prifoner; who was indeed of an illuftrious birth ; 
and we concerted together a plan for his efeape, taking each of us an oath that we 
would exert ourfelves to the utmoft to make it fucceed. 

“© Ir was on the 25th of May, that, with the affiltance of God, we intended to pro- 
cure our liberty at the price of our blood. As I was the only perfon who under- 
{tood how to work a hip, | was appointed the chief of the enterprife. The confpi- 
racy, however, being difcovered on the 21ft of April, the governor ordered me to 
be carried away in the night, for the fecond time, with an intention of conveying 
me to fome other place. My brethren in diftrefs, frightened at this blow, came to 
me on the 26th, and begged me to relieve them. ‘The affair was eafy. The lieu- 
tenant, who was on guard over me, having cauled arms to be carried privately. to 
his habitation, fupplied me and ali my companions, at the head of whom I tock 
poffeffion ot the fort on ghe night of the 27th. In this aGtion the governor and fome 
others were killed in the commencement of the attack, while a few of my people 
only were flichtly wounded. - : 
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“ Next morning the foldiers and.Coffacks’ withed’ to-enter fwotd in hand into thé 
town of Bolfao, the inhabitants of which, terrified, after the fecond and third dif 
charge of our mufketry, furrendered on the 29th of April. I entered triumphantly 
into the town of Kamfchatka, and no one appeared to oppofe me. I immediately 
fent people to feize.the veffels which were in the harbour; and went myfelf 
with fome others to Zamicka, where I arrefted the fecretary of the fenate, who had. 
arrived from Peterfburgh, and obliged him to deliver up all the letters of the 
chancery. After taking every thing that belonged to me and two hundred in- 
habitants of Kamfchatka, I went down to the harbour, where I feized on three thips, 
chofe for myfelf the ftrongeft, and left the reft difmafted. 

“ Having freed this veflel, which was called the St. Peter, from the ice, I embarked 
with every thing neceffary, and fet fail on the 12th of May 1771. I had fixty feven 
perfons .with me on board, viz. eight officers, eizht married women, and a 
young woman known by the title of the Princefs: the reft confifted of the crew. 
In this manner I departed from Kamfchatka, and paffing the latitude of 52° 52, 
entered the channel of the Kurile ifles, commonly called Jed/e. : 

‘ Purfuing my courfe towards the north-eaft, I landed on the ifland of Bernighiana, 
fituated to the eaft, under the fifty-fifth degree of latitude, and the ninth meridian. 
from the port which I had left. Here 1 found M. Ochotyn, with eighty men. 
This Polith officer, according to what he related, had faved himfelf in the fame 
manner as I, and had eftablifhed . himfelf with his crew in thofe American iflands 
called Alentis, He had formed an alliance with the inhabitants of the country 3 
and his people had contraéted marriages amongft them. In this ifland I left three 
of my men ; and he gave me letters to fhew wherever I might judge it neceffary to 
do fo. 

‘© On the 26th of May, fteering away a confiderable diftance from that ifland, I 
found the fea covered with ice, which obliged me on the 2d of June to land at 
the ifland of Aladar, fituated under the fixty-firft degree of latitude, and the 
twenty-fecond meridian from Kamfchatka. On the oth of June I again put to fea, 
and directing my route towards the fouth-eaft, fell in, according to my reckoning,. 
with the point of the American continent, under the fixtieth degree of latitude, and 
the twenty-fixth meridian from Kamfchatka. Sailing then towards the fifty-firft 
degree of latitude, on account of the violence of the wind, I afterwards changed 
my courfe towards the fouth-weft and on the 2oth of June arrived at an ifland 
known to the Ruffians by the name of Urum-Sir, or the ifland of Xzi, fituated 
under the latitude of 53° 45’, and diftant 15° 58’ of longitude from Kamfchatka. 

“ Here I formed a friendfhip with the Americans, which induced me to remain 
fome days amongft them ; but on the 27th of June I fet fail, fteering fouth-weft, 
and kept at fea till the 30th, when I difcovered, in the latitude of 46° 6’, and ten 


‘degrees of longitude from Kamfchatka, a Jand inhabited likewife by Ruffians; but I 


could not go on fhore on account of contrary winds, which, notwithftanding all my 
efforts. carried me to a great diftance from it. Having, therefore, formed a defign 
of refuming my ancient route, after fuffering a long time from the inconftancy of 
the winds, and finding that our water was exhaufted, fo that we were obliged to 
drink fea-water, rendered potable with flour and whale oil, I landed, on the 15th 
of July, on an ifland, which lies in the latitude of 32° 45’, and in longitude 
334° 45° from Kamfchatka. This ifland was inhabited, and the beauty of its 
fituation, added to other attraGions, induced me to give it the name of Liguoris. 
I quitted it on the 22d, and dire@ting my courfe weftward, arrived, on the 28th, 
at Kilingur, a Japanefe port, ~fituated in latitude 34° and longitude 343° from Kamf- 
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« chatka; This port is clofe to a town and citadel, where we were kindly received: by 
“ the inhabitants, who gave us a fupply of provifions. . 

« On the 1ft of Auguft I quitted this-port, and on the 3d landed at Meaco, where 
« | was infulted by the Japanefe, whom I found very untraGable. Defirous of proceed- 
“ ing thence to the Philippines, I continued my route towards the fouth, and, coaft- 
“ ing along fome other iflands for feveral days, landed in the ifle of Ufona, in latitude 
* 97° 28°, and longitude 335°. , 
- #' Being perfectly well received by the people of this ifland, I fpent fome days 
« amongft them: they fupplied me with abundance of provifions ; and after a mutual 
* treaty I failed for the ifland of Formofa. Having entered a port in latitude 23° 1 55 
“« and longitude 223°, I found myfelf attacked by the inhabitants, who killed three of 
« my men. . After avenging their death, the winds always contrary obliged me to 
« make for the continent of China,” coafting along fome {mall iflands known under the 
« name of Pifcatoria ; and want of water compelled me to enter by open force into 
“ “Tanafoa, and to attack the Chinefe, who endeavoured to prevent me from procuring 
“ afupply. Ithen failed for Macao, a city belonging to her. moft Faithful Majefty, 
«© where I arrived on the 22d of September 1771. ; 

“ In this place I was received with every mark of friendfhip, by the Sieur Salema 
« de Saldanha, the governor, and obtained permiffion for me and my crew to land ; 
¢ but we left our arms in the fhip, in order that we might excite no fufpicion, Here 
« J learned that there was a league of friendfhip between’ our augult fovereigns ; and 
* being defirous of keeping a fecret, in which they were interefted, I afked permiflion 
* to hoitt the flag of his moft Chriftian Majelty, which I obtained. 

« What can I fay more to your excellency, that your own people are not able to 
« inform you of? Having tranfported my baggage to the houle of M. de Robien, the. 
« prefident of the council now in China, 1 embarked on the 17th of January, with my 
“ crew, in two trading veffels, and arrived fafe and found in the Ifle of France, where 
« J have drawn up the prefent relation: 1 beg, therefore, that you would be pleafed 
* to order me a {peedy paffage to Europe. : 

« | fhall every where acknowledge this favour received from your friendfhip, and 
«© fhall be eternally devoted to your fervice. 

Tile of France, « | am your Excellency’s moft humble Servant, 

March 23, 1772+ “ Baron Maurice Auguflus @’Aladar de Benyow/hi, 
« General of the Firft Confederation,” 


ONE cannot help feeling fome emotions of furprize on feeing that Benyowski has 
omitted every thing that might have tended to direct navigators in the route from Kam, 
fchatka to China, by the way of Japan. Nothing is neceffary but the elements of the 
nautical {cience to enable one to remark foundings and anchorage ; to point out the 

- ftrength and direGion of the winds ; to determine the variations of the needle; to fx 
the fituation of the principal capes and quickfands; and, in fhort, to give, if not,.the 
longitude, at leaft the latitude of the moft remarkable places. - 

The journal of the pilot entrufted with the care of the veffel, ought certainly to have 
informed him refpecting all thefe particulars. ; 

“- A traveller of abilities, or only animated with a defire of rendering himfelf ufeful, 
when he vifited diftant countries, and traverfed paffages little frequented by European 
fhips, would not have neglected details indifpenfably neceflary to the fafety and improve- 
ment of navigation. Benyowfki, however, boafted of the extent of his east 
an 
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and of having difcovered a new route for going from Kaimfchatka to China: but the 
journal of his voyage, while it proves that he was ignorant even of the moft common 
and technical terms ufed in navigation, leaves no document, or certain traces of the 
courfe which he fays he purfued. 

This accufation is not made without fufficient reafon. I appeal for the jultnefs of it 
to all thofe who, like me, faw him arrive from Canton at the [fle of France. They 
willall certify, that, with a view to render the account of his adventures more romantic, 
he publicly declared, that in a fmall veffel badly equipped, and almoft deftitute of pro- 
vifions, or rather having nothing to fubfift on but dried fith, he quitted, on his depar- 
ture from Kamfchatka, the Afiatic coaft in order to go to America. Over and above, 
thi’ intrepid adventurer was not afraid to aflirm before experienced feamen, that he 
went on fhore on fome unknown land, fituated to the north of California. This ftrange 
affertion gives rife to a multitude of objections. The diftrefled fituation of his veffel 
rendered his narration very improbable: befides, the fhorc journal which he had the 
imprudence to publifh, made no mention of that land fituated to the north of California, 
and much lefs of its produétions. On the laft article, above all, Benyowtki appeared 
to be oeesingy embarrafled ; and he could, find no means of delivering himtelf from 
importunate queftions, but by faying that he referved for his court alone, the honour 
of being made acquainted with the particulars of his important difcoveries. 

This evafion was not attended with fuccefs. A general map of the world was pre- 
fented to him, and he was defired to trace out the Courle of his voyage, after being 
affured that fuch a flight fketch could not expofe him; but Benyowlki refufed. > M. 
Poivre, then intendant of the Ifle of France, was extremely glad that thefe efforts were 
made in his prefence, to detect the impudent impofture of this ftranger. That en- 
lightened adminiftrator prudently avoided taking any part in them ; but he made ufe 
of this clofe attack to infpire M. de Boynes with a juft and falutary fufpicion of the pre- 
tended difcoveries of Benyow/fki. If, as we fhall fee hereafter, this information did not 
produce the intended effect, it would certainly be highly illiberal to throw out even the 
dlighteft reproaches againft him, on that account. However, the relation given by 
Benyowfki, of -his romantic adventures, was fufficient to ruin, in the opinion of the 
public, this nan, who was not afhamed to produce before a generous people a fcanda- 
lous declaration, in which he owned himfelf guilty of an execrable crime. This 
ftranger, faid they, is not a madman ; and yet he withes to perfuade us that force and 
rigorous means were ufed to deprive him of his innocence, and to caufe him to fign a 
deed, which, whhe it difgraces and debafes him, renders him odious and fufpetted. 
‘What expreffion in our language is ftrong enough to charaéterife the unparalleléd im. 
pudence of this ftrangeg, who thus allowed himfelf to fpread an accufation more de- 
“srading to himfelf than to his enemies ? 

Is there a country in the world where the open acknowledgment of an affaffination 
is the means of recovering liberty ? What could have been the end of this fcandalous 
declaration ?—Is it not poflible to difcover the motive of it? 

Whilft I exprefs my fentiments in this manner, I am only the faithful interpreter of 
that univerfal fentiment of indignation with which the people of the Hle of France were 
infpired, when they read Benyowdki’s improbable relation. It was an object of cenfure 
to every perfon of fenfe; and if I have tranfcribed it literally, it was merely becaufe I 
thought it proper that the moral character of this adventurer fhould be known. I hope 
I fhall be pardoned for fo often beftowing upon him that degrading appellation. Ben- 
eae is not condemned by his writings alone; there are {till greater charges againft 

im. 
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Efcaped,from the prifous cf Kamfchatka, Benyowski proceeded to China with twenty 
er thirty prifoners. Scarcely had this ftranger arrived at ‘Canton, when he found 
among the French there fome individuals, who were fenfibly affected by his misfortunes 5 
and he obtained from the fators and officers of the Eaft India Company confiderable 
afliftance for himfelf, as well as for the people whom he pretended to:have under his 
command. They even did more for him: they engaged M. de St. Hylaire to take 
him on board his fhip, and to convey him with all his fuite to the Ifle of France, M. 
de St. Hylaire, having a rich cargo under his care belonging to private merchants, 

‘made at firft fome hefitation: he was afraid of admitting into his veffel fuch a number 
of {trangers who had broke from the prifons of Kamfchatka ; but compaffion got the: 
better of every other fenfation. When he had, however, proceeded to fea, his uneafi- 
nefs began to be revived with more ftrength ; and very juitly, for thefe. people had. 
given him fome caufe to repent of his imprudent generofity. Thefe adventurers, at the 
tume when they embarked,-had carefully concealed their arms. M. de St. Hylaire, 
therefore, when informed of this deception, was exceedingly forry to have men. in “his: 
fhip who were perhaps in a fituation of giving laws to him inftead of receiving them. 
Thirty or forty prifoners, armed in a formidable manner, were, certainly, fufficient to: 
alarm him refpecting the fate of his valuable cargo. In fo delicate and difficult a fitua~ 
tion, what courfe could he purfue? Ovght he to have made ufe of his authority" to: 
difarm thefe ftrangers? But his fhip was weak, and badly equipped—ought he in fuch. 
a cafe to have rifked the property of his employers, and to have expofed -his life and. 
his liberty againft robutt, refolute, and enterprifing men, who had every thing to gain 
and nothing to lofe? The flighteft pretence might have given rife to a quarrel, and. 
produced an infurreétion which it was prudent to avoid. M. de St. Hylaire weighed alt 
thefe matters in his mind, like a wife man ; and, forefeeing his danger, refolved, after ma~ 
ture deliberation, to watch privately all the motions of his paffengers. He even did more? 
he pretended to pay great honour, and to thew much deference and refpe& to Count 
Benyowfki. This adventurer then aGted the man of importance ; exhaufted all the 
yefources of the moft impudent impofture to give himfelf a ftill greater air of confe- 
quence ; and by the moft ridiculous bravadoes impofed even on his companions in. misfor- 
tune. . He openly declared himfelf to be their chief; his orders were pundtually exe= 
cuted: he ever afterwards commanded as a matter, and they behaved to him with the 
obfequioufnefs of flaves. None but thofe who ‘were gentlemen durit fpeak to him.. 
This is a certain fa. I was told it by M. de St. Hylaire and his officers, ; 

The honours fo prudently paid to Benyowlki, while they flattered nis pride, preferved 
tranquillity and good order in the fhip. Subordination, {fo neceffavy for the fafety of 
navigators, was not interrupted by this dangerous man; and, at length, after a fhort 
and favourable paflage, they arrived at the Ifle of France. Much praife is certainly’ 
due to the wife and cautious conduct of M. de St. Hylaire ;-for it evidently appears that’ ~ 

. he extricated himfelf, with great ability, from a very difficult atid dangerous fituation. 

Benyowiki, furrounded by a numerous fuite, repaired immediately on his landing to 
the governor of the colcny... He no longer appeared as an unfortunate prifoner, but as 
the general. of an army decorated with feveral infignia, and followed by an aid-de-camp 
whele rich uniforms announced an officer of fuperior diftin@ion.. What an aftonithing. 
meiamorphofis, or rather what a ridiculous farce !| Had I not been an eye-witnels of it, 
I fhouid {carcely have ventured to relate it, “When the'real hiftory of thefe adventurers 
was known at the Ile of France, the general and his brilliant attendants became a fub-- 
ject of laughter to every fenfible man in the colony. Seamen are feldom enthufiatts. 
Such people require coolnefs to fubdue the elements, and knowledge to conduct, from:. 

one 
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one exttemity.of the earth to the others; thofe- large floating caftles, which fecure and 
proteét.the gommerce of polifhed nations. The lives of failors, and. the fafety of a 
ihip or fquadron, ought not to be entrufted to men too fufceptible of paffion, or whofe 
imaginations being lively: and irregular are apt to be hurried into fits of delirium, Men 
of this kind, who are fond of, and admire, whatever is fabulous or romantic, are 
common only among idle and frivolous nations, or in large capitals, where their fatal 
influence occafions {till greater diforders than that of profligates. Such enthufiaftic’ 
charaéters are rare in the colonies, and are always deftitute of credit and authority. 

Benyowski felt the truth of this affertion in all its bitternefs, He faw, at the fame 
time, of how much importance to him it was to immediately quit a country where his 
adventures and travels excited no enthufiafm. The more he prolonged his ftay, the 
lefs refpect was paid to him. On his departure for France he threw afide the name of 
‘Baron d’Aladar, under which he had hitherto appeared, and affumed that of Count de 
Benyowfki: but what is highly worthy of remark is, that, at this epoch,. he publicly 
announced that he was going to folicit in France the general government of the ifland of 
Madagafcar., t ; . 

This new gafconade occafioned much amufement, and excited no alarm. One muft 
have had a forefight more than hutnan to dread that a hope, in all appearance fo chi- 
merical, fhould one day be realifed. I can, therefore, fafely affert, that words are not 
fufficient to exprefs thofe fenfations of uneafinefs and furprife which filled the minds of 
the whole colony, when they learned that Benyowfki had been appointed to the impor- 
tant {tation of governor of Madagafcar. I am entirely unacquainted with the feducing 
arts which this adventurer employed to acgomplifh his ends: but M. Poivre, when he 
heard this intelligence, faid to me: “ We have feen fwarms of locufts devour, in an 
© inftant, abundant crops; we have feen two terrible hurricanes threaten the Ifle of 
‘© France with entire deftruction : Madagafcar ferved to repair the evils caufed by thefe 
“ formidable fcourges ; but, in future, the Ifle of France will have no refource. It 
‘¢ yuft fink under its misfortunes, and perifh if afflicted with fuch difafters. Under 
“© Benyowfki’s government, Madagafcar will not fupply this colony with provifions : 
* we can no longer have in our diftrefles but diftant and precarious fuccours. I have 
*€ been much accuftomed to fee the fuccefs of impoftors and adventurers ; but that of 
“ Benyow/ki aftonifhes me ; efpecially after the letter which I wrote refpecting him to 
‘© M. de Boynes. Iam well aware that every thing eccentric pleafes and amufes the 
* multitude, and leads them into every excefs of credulity; but who could have 
* imagined, that-a ftranger, lately efcaped from the prifons of Kamichatka, and whofe 
‘¢ charaéter was blafted by his own writings, would have obtained an important fitua- 
© tion without my confent? Conneéted clofely by my office with the profperity of the | 
“* colony, I ought to have infpired him, when he firft fpoke to me of Madagajfcar, with 
* a defire of dethroning the Great Mogul. His requeft, without doubt, would have 
“been granted ; and we fhould have been delivered.” 

Benyowtki, however, was permitted to raife a company of volunteers; and he 
wwifhed that this troop might be dreffed and armed in fuch a manner as to {pread fear 
.and terror among the Malegaches; but by this he proved how little he was acquainted 
-with the chara@ter of thefe people. He then chofe the Bay of Antongil for the place 
of his principal eftablifhment, though that part of the country is ravaged and defolated 
by peftilential fevers, from the month of O@ober to the beginning of May. Navigators . 

call that fatal feafon the winter. No doubt can be entertained that the noxious vapours 
which arife from the woods and marthes, are the real caufe of thefe epidemical difeafes. 

‘The inflammable air and putrid exhalations, which proceed in abundance from water 

. 4 : in 
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ina ftate of ftlagnation, and corrupted By the remains of vegetables, change the good 
quality of the atmofpheric air, during calm weather or great heats. On fach occafions 
the air is feldom renewed by the fea breezes ; the north winds carry thefe exhalations 
along the coafts; and drought and’ tranquillity render their effets more fatal. The 
Malegaches know, in a {mall degree, how to preferve themfelves by remaining in their 
huts, or houfes, amidft a thick fmoke; yet.the fobereft and moft robuft of thefe 
iflanders cannot always withftand the malignancy of the diforder. It is not furprizing, 
therefore, that the Europeans, who are obliged to refide on that coaft, fhould fall vic. 
tims to diftempers, which attack even thofe who are feafoned to the climate. 

I was witnels to the entire deftruétion of a fmall French eftablifhment at Foulepointe 
about the end of the year 1768. Though affiftance of every kind was fpeedily given 
to the unfortunate people who belonged to it, not one of them could be faved. The 
robuft as well as the weak all fell vidiims to difeafe in the courfe of a very-fhort time. 
If I beheld this calamity without fharing the fate of the reft, it was’ becaufe the falu- 
brious fea air with which our veffel was furrounded, corrected, in fome degree, the 
fatal effects of the putrid exhalations. Befides, as foon as the-firft fymptoms of the 
difeafe appeared in the village, all communication with the land, except what was 
indifpenfably neceffary, was rigoroufly forbidden. Thé crew were no longer allowed 
to have any intercourfe with the iflanders: nor were their piroguas fuffered to approach 
our veffel. Without this precaution the -infe€tion might have been introduced into 
the thip; and no means could have been devifed to check -its progrefs. Thole who 
intend to frequent this dangerous coaft ought not to defpife thefe obfervations, the juft. 
nefs of which is confirmed by a multitude of examples. In a word, one mutt either 
perifh or fly from that nvwbolefome climate when the infeétion breaks out. No part in — 
the northern quarter of Madagafcar is free from putrid and malignant fevers ; but thefe 
cruel difeafes do not every year occafion the fame ravages. Their violence and duration 
feem to depend more particularly on the direétion of the wind. ‘When it blows long 
from thenorth, the evil is atits height. There are few men robuft and ftrong enough 
to refift the influence of this dangerous wind, which prevails only from the end of Oc- 
tober till the beginning of May. 

Benyow/ki certainly could not have had very juft notions, or accurate accounts, re- 

-fpeéting the unhealthfulnefs of Madagafcar. Yet it cannot be prefumed that the bad- 
nefs of its climate was entirely unknown to him, as he had refided fome time at the 
Ifle of France. It was obferved even then that he had formed a defign of foliciting the 
government of it: but this man, accuftomed to brave every kind of danger, mult not 
have thought fuch an obftacle capable of oppofing the fuccefs of a permanent eftablifh- 
ment. 

However this may be, Benyowtki arrived at the Bay of Antongil, {urrounded by a 
body of troops fufficient to overawe the iflanders. His foldiers were furnifhed with 

- enormous fabres ; they wore piftols in their girdles ; and it appeared as if their arms, 
their helmets, and their uniforms had been invented to fpread fear and terror amongft 
the natives of Madagafcar. As foon as had landed, he took formal pcfleffion of 
the ifland, and made himfelf be proclaimed governor-general. He then traced out the 
plans of feveral fortreffes, with a view of rendering himfelf formidable to the Male- 
gaches, whom he wifhed to conquer and fubdue. His projects, however, were neither 
founded on juitice, nor dire€ted by a local knowledge of the country. He made war 
upon the Malegaches; exercifed every kind of cruelty againft them; and was foon 
exectated as the tyrant of the country. The natives, frightened, fled into the interior 
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parts of the ifland; all commerce’ was fufpended ; and Benyowiki deferted was known 


throughout all Madagafcar by the name of the wicked white man. 

At was, doubtlefs, very eafy to forefee that Benyowski’s eftablifhment would not be 
attended with fuccefs: but fuch a beginning would certainly appear furprifing, were 
not the immorality and mifcondu€& of this adventurer well known. The reception 
Benyowfki met with in France, and his being vefted with unlimited power, muft 
indeed aftonifh every perfon of fenfe. We live in an enlightened age, and, on that 
account, it is more difficult to account for the French nation thus confiding in, and 

. employing, a ftranger whofe a@tions were more than fufpicious. Several millions were 
thus facrificed to a falfe and imprudent fpeculation, from which nothing could refult 
but great evils to the Ife of France, and ftill greater to Madagafcar. 

. A fimple recital of faéts conveys the moft fevere cenfure upon the imprudent con- 
fidence repofed in this adventurer. M. Poivre certainly is free from all blame on that 
account ; for he did every thing in his power to guard his country againft the danger 
of being deluded by him. 

But let us hear the*account of an officer of diftin@ion, who has every title to the 
higheft celebrity. I am not allowed to mention his name; ‘becaufe, being now abfent, 
I had not an opportunity of afking his permiffion. This officer accompanied M. de 
Belcombe and M. Chevreau when they infpected Benyowiki’s eftablifhments at Mada. 
afcar. : 

a When I arrived,” fays he, ‘ at Foulepointe, on the 17th of September 1776, the 
population of the villages in the neighbourhood of the fort had decreafed one half ; 
bloody wars had defolated the whole country ; the crops were entirely deftroyed 5 
and agriculture was fo much neglefted'that we could hardly procure three hundred 
pounds of rice. A fearcity of other provifions was equally felt. My furprife, on 
this account, was very great; for, when I was. in the fame {pot three years before, 
I obferved commerce and agriculture flourifhing ; the markets were*abundantly 
fupplied ; and ten large veffels found a fufficiency of rice to load them, without any 
increafe taking place in the value of that neceflary commodity. This large quan- 
tity of provifion was folely deftined for the Ifle of France, which three fucceffive 
hurricanes had reduced to a moft alarming ftate of diftrefs. All the crops were 
loft ; a dreadful famine, the inevitable confequence of thefe fcourges, threatened 
the colony with ruin; and the feverity of it began even to be felt, when the {peedy 
arrival of thefe ten veffels, loaded with rice, quieted the uneafinefs of the inhabit- 
ants, in the firft moments of their diftrefs. If, on this occafion as on many others, 
Foulepointe faved the Ifle of France, we could no longer hope for the fame affiftance. 
The fields were uncultivated, and commerce entirely annihilated. The defpotifm of 
Benyowfki had fpread a general alarm throughout the ifland. The Malegaches in 
con{ternation fled from the borders of the fea, and retired to the interior parts of the 
country. ' : 

““M. de Belcombe having affembled Yavi, the fovereign of Foulepointe, and the 
other chiefs of the neighbourhood, afked them if they had any reafon to complain 
of the French, and above all of the fifteen foldiers of Benyowkki’s legion who 
guarded the harbour of Foulepointe. Their anfwer to this que‘tion was not ex- 
plicit: they were, doubtlefs, afraid that their complaints would ferve as a pretence 
for new perfecutions; and confined themfelves merely to the requelting of a free 
trade. M. de Belcombe affured Yavi and the reft of the chiefs, that the French 
«© foldiers were kept at Madagafcar only to protect and fecure the liberty of the chee 
8© paches : 
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thes; and he exhorted them to cultivate their lands, and to live in. peace with 
their neighbours. M. Chevreau took an inventory of the ftores belonging to the 
king ; and M. de Belcombe, before his departure for the Bay of Antongil, gave 
the ftricteft and moft precife orders to the officer who commanded the detachment, 
to maintain difcipline among his troops, and to put a fpeedy end to the ‘uneafinefs 
and alarms of thefe people. — . . : 
« M. de Belcombe and M. Chevreau made but a very fhort ftay at Foulepointe. As 
the principal object of their miffion refpected Benyowtki’s eftablifhment at the Bay 
of Antongil, they proceeded thither; and M. de Belcombe appeared at the head of 
the troops, as infpeétor of the French fettlements in Madagafcar. 
“T accompanied M. de Belcombe and M. Chevreau, being ordered by the governor 
of the Ile of France to attend them on this fervice. 
« Benyowski’s audacity aftonithed me fo much that words can fcarcely exprefs 
cwhat I felt.. He at firft received M. Chevreau with haughtinefs, and I*may even 
fay impudence. 
«'M, de Belcombe appeared fatisfied with the military pofition of the fpot chofen 
by Benyowski for forming his principal eftablifhment, to which he had given the name 
of Louifburgh : but though this place may be eafily defended, I know none more 
marfhy and unhealthful. : 
« Louifburgh is fituated on a i of land which advances three hundred fathoms 
into the fea. The ground upon which the magazines and houfes are built is fcarcely 
four feet above the level of the water, in the time of high tides ; and even this ele- 
vation has been formed by embankments. All the neighbouring land is a marth, 
which the fea covers at certain periods. The fort conftructed for the defence and 
proteétion of Louifburgh, confifts of three baftions, each, of which is mounted with 
one cannon. This fortis of wood, and is built upon ftakes driven into the earth. 
I dare venture to affirm that both it and the houfes are already in need of being 
rebuilt ; for all the wood was in a ftate of rottennefs, occafioned by the moifture. 
‘The tongue of land upon which Louifburgh ftands is connected on one fide with 
Port Choifeul, an excellent harbour, and capable of receiving feveral large veflels. 


‘ A {fpacious and beautiful river, called by the Malegaches Linguebate, gives this 
= tongue of land the form of a peninfula. The river Linguebate is an hundred and 


eighty fathoms in breadth; it is navigable; and I followed its courfe in a boat | 
for the fpace of feven leagues. At this diftance it is an hundred and fifty fathoms in 
breadth. : ; 

“ On the banks of this river Benyowski has conftructed feveral forts, the moft con- 
fiderable of.which is, at leaft, equal in ftrength to that built for the defence of Louil- 
burgh. ‘The banks of Linguebate river are only four Feet high at its mouth: but 
the nearer you approach to its fource the more this height increafes. In following 
its fource 1 was much delighted with the beauty of the neighbouring fields, which 
prefent a {pettacle highly interefting. 

‘© Tat length arrived with M. de Belcombe and M. Chevreau at a place called, by 
Benyowlki, the Plain of Health. Between this place and Louifburgh we vifited 
feveral {mall forts, and fifteen villages. Benyowfki had boafted much to us of the 
happy fituation of this place, which was truly rural; but we found that its -denomi- 
nation was altogether improper. The Plain of Health appeared to us to be a very 
unhealthful fpot, farrounded by mountains, the great height of which attracts the 
clouds, and condenfes them into rain. M. de Belcombe remarked to Benyowski the 
difadvantages of this poft : but though they were obvious, he obftinately refufed to 
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«* acknowledge them. In vain was hefhewn the defiles in the mountains, which it 
*¢ was.impoflible to guard : he ftill-perftfted that this poft was lefs fufceptible of an 

~ © attack than that of Louifburgh. He maintained that a {mall battery, which he called 
“ Fort Auguitus, fituated.on a peaked mount in the middle of the Plain of Health, 
‘* would protect and defend his eftablifhment in fuch a manner as to repel an enemy, 
“ however numerous. [F afcended to this fine fortrefs by a paltry ftair, confifting of an 
“ hundred and fifty fteps, and found it a fquare of eight fathoms, furrounded by 
*¢ palifades abfolitely rotten. Four three-pounders were the formidable artillery, . 
“ which, on the one hand, were to proteét the navigation of the river Linguebate, and 
* onthe other to defend the grand eftablifhment which. he propofed to form at the 
‘© bottom of the fort, and to which he hadalready given the name of the Town of the 
S¢ Plain of Health. - 

« This town confifted, when we faw it, of a magazine fifty feet in length, and 
“ thirty in breadth ; and of two other fmaller edifices, one of which was intended for 
« an hofpital, and the other for barracks. M.de Belcombe, in my prefence, alked 
“ Benyowtki, if he had nothing more to fhew him. Benyow/ki, without being in 
“ the leaft difconcerted, replied, My forts protect the navigation of the important 
“ river Linguebate, and the free navigation of this river renders me abfolute mafter 
“ of the adjacent country. Have I not in this rendered a very effential fervice to 
** France? Could any thing more be expected from the forces and funds which were 
“at my difpofal? Would another in my place have done more?—Would he have 
*¢ done as much? M. de Belcombe fmiled, and faid, You fent word, governor, to the: 
“ minifter of the marine, that you had laid the foundation of a large town, which 
“ you called the Plain of Health. Where is that town ?-What has become of it ?— 
** Has it difappeared? for I fee nothing here but a few miferable huts. 

“To this embarrafling queftion Benyowfki replied, that his funds had failed. My 
“ citadel, added he, has coft more than I expected. ‘It was neceffary that I fhould. 
“ firft pay attention to the fafety of the town, the plan of which I will now thew you : 
“ this proje& is not a chimera ; it, will be carried into execution as foon as I can pro- 
* cure funds fufficient to undertake it. 

«* But your citadel, faid M. de Belcombe, is a fmall pitiful battery, commanded on 
“all fides by the high mountains which furround it : this battery of four three-pounders,, 
“ placed on the fummit of a {mall mount, can never anfwer the end you propofe. 
“© Befides, I here come from France, by orders of the minifter, to infpect your labours, 
<¢ and I cannot avoid making you acquainted with my reflections. Permit me to afk 
“* you another queftion, no lefs interefting— Where is that grand highway from Louif- 
“ burgh to Bombetoc? Enable me, I pray, to give an account of it to the minifter. 
« You have explained the“advantages of it to him in the minuteft manner.. You have 
“ told him that this communication of the eaftern with the weftern fide of the ifland 
“ muft make you fovereign, as one may fay, of the African coaft, becaufe the port 
“« of Bombetoc is feparated from Africa only by the channel of Mozambique. That 
“ this wild country, interfe€ted by high mountains, forefts, and rivers, fhould not. 
*¢ have thrown obftacles.in the way of your. project, is to me a matter of aftonifhment . 
* and furprife. . 

“ That route, faid Benyowtki, is traced out : this is a fa& that cannot be contefted. 
“ J fhall fhew you an itinerary, and diretions to be purfued for traverfing that chain 
“ of mountains which feparates the eaftern from the weftern coaft. You mutt leave 
“onthe fouth the high mountain of Vigagora, and follow, a few deviations ex- 
“ cepted, the road frequented by the iflanders, when they come from the cant of 
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Bombetoc to the Bay of Antongil. Some labour will be, doubtlefe, neceflary to 
render this read more praéticable; but the prefent feafon, and my fituation with 
regard to the iflanders, will not permit me, for fome time, to.engage in that un- 
dertaking. If you with, however, to explore this route, I will accompany you ; 
and you will then fee what ‘difficulties 1 muft experience, before I can overcome 
thofe obftacles which are to be furmounted. 

«© M. de Belcombe had neither leifure nor inclination to undertake a long and dif- 
ficult journey acrofs the ifland of Madagafcar, and he rightly conjeGtured that 
Benyowski had not made the propofal but from a certainty of being refufed. M. 
de Belcombe thought it his duty to obferve, that he was commiffioned to infpe& 
works executed, and not works projected. Proceeding then to a new queftion, 
he afked him why he had ceafed to fend rice and oxen to the Ifle of France. The 
wars which J have'had to carry on againft the iflanders, faid Benyowfki, have de- 


_prived, and {till deprive me, of ‘the provifions neceffary for my own people. In 


fuch a fituatiori, how could I fend fupplies to the Ile of France? You mutt readily 
fee that it was impoffible. I can with equal eafe juftify the wars I have undertaken. 
I aflemble a palabre, and propofe to the iflanders plans calculated to promote their 
advantage. They, however, not only reject them, but the chiefs have the infolence 
to threaten me. ‘They even do more: a fignal is given for deftroying me; feveral 
mufkets are difcharged at once; and I efcape, almoft miraculoufly, from this immi- 
nent danger. Being vigoroufly fupported by my foldiers, I difperfe the multitude, 
and frighten them by fome cannot fhots which I order to be difcharged from ‘the 
fort. I infift on having the heads of thofe chiefs who made an attempt on my life, 
in the middle of a folemn affembly ; but this is refufed. then call to my aflift- 
ance the Sambarives, a people who live on the banks of the river Manaharre : 
five hundred of their warriors range themfelves under my ftandards, and enable me to 
punifh and fubdue my dangeroys neighbours. Being compelled to fue for peace, 


‘the articles of a treaty were formally agreed on and fanétioned in a grand cabar or 


palabre ; the ufual ceremonies were obferved; I rewarded the Sambarives when I 
difmiffed them ; I promifed to proteét and defend them againft the enterprifes' of 
their enemies ; and I exhorted them to cultivate their lands, as the fpeedieft mode 
of remedying thofe evils which had been occafioned by our diffentions. Thefe evils 
are undoubtedly great ; the country is laid wafte ; the principal part of the villages 
prefent nothing to the fight but heaps of afhes; the lands are left uncultivated ; 
and a famine has been the neceflary confequence of all thefe diforders. Peace and 


tranquillity, however, are about to be reftored : the iflanders, more timorous and 


fubmiffive, will apply to agriculture ; and will repair thofe misfortunes, which they 
have brought upon’ themfelves by their odious and criminal plot againft a man who 
kn6ws how to make himfelf be feared and refpected. The authority with which I 
am invefted fhall never lofe its force in my hands; I will never fuffer it to be de- 
fpifed ; I will enforce obedience. Every military man muft approve my conduct, 


° 


and adopt my principles. The whites ought never to truft to the friend-hip of the , 


blacks; they ought not even to demean themfelves fo far as to feek for it. I am 
a foreigner, and on that account oyght to exert myfelf the more in order to pro- 
cure refpeét to the French flag. My adminiftration will reftore to it that degree of 
weight which the weaknefs of my predeceffors made it lofe———Such almoft was 
the fubftance of Benyowski’s. converfation, He added invectives of every kind 
ae the iflanders, whofe charaéter he delineated under the blackeft and falfeft 
colours. 
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‘© We-judged that an abfolute want of:provifions was the only motive which had 
determined him to preferve peace. The-hatred and refentment of this revengeful 


“¢ man had given way only to the moff urgent neceflity. M. Belcombe, being much 
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‘alarmed on this account, endeavoured to infpire Benyowfki with jufter and more 


humane ideas; and though he was convinced of the inutility of his exhorta- 
tions and efforts to render the peace durable, he refolved, on his return to Louif- 
burgh, to make a new treaty, in order to convince the inhabitants of Madagafcar 
that he entertained fentiments truly pacific. 

“ Benyowski violently oppofed this plan, which -M.de Belcombe had formed, of 
again affembling the iflanders, for the purpofe of confirming the peace; and he en- 
deavoured to prove, that the holding of a new palabre would be attended with 
great inconveniences. His remonftrances however were of no avail; the affembly 
was held .on the fecond of O@tober 1776; but it was not numerous, and confifted 
only of an hundred and fifty of the natives. M.de Belcombe, on this occafion, 
renewed the treaty; exhorted thefe people to cultivate their lands; to avoid all 
caufe of difcord among themfelves; and affured them that the French eftablith- 
ment at the Bay of Antongil had no other obje& in view than that of fecuring to 
them happinefs and tranquillity. Sell, faid he, what provifions you can fpare to 
the French, and they will proteét you. Your enemies will then no longer dare to 
attack you; and you may, in future, apply to commerce and agriculture with the 
greateft fafety. It is but doing juftice to M. de Belcombe to obferve, that he neg- 
leéted no means which were likely to re-eftablifh concord and confidence among the 
iflanders ; but every hope of proiperity was chimerical, as long as the French fet- 
tlements were under the direétion of Benyowski., The iflanders remained motionlefs, 
and feemed to be infenfible to all the teftimonies of friendfhip and affurances of good- 
will which were given to them. Benyow/ki appeared to me very much chagrined 
at the-infinuations thrown out againft his conduét. This was very evident; for 
M. de Belcombe withed that his fentiments might not be mifunderftood, though he 
always behaved to the Governor with that’ deference and refpect which ar2 neceflary 
for preferving fubordination. Before our departure from Madagafcar, 1 had.a ton- 
verfation with Benyowfki, on the little advantage which France was likely to derive 


‘from the eftablifhment at the Bay of Antongil. You are right, faid he, in your 


opinion ; but a leffon which has coft two millions of livres, is not too dear to teach 
your nation, that it ought to have allowed me a fquadron of fhips, with two millions 
of livres for my~ annual expenditure. Had it then fent fix hundred recruits every 
year, I fhould have raifed in the courfe of twenty years a flourifhing and formidable 
colony. I obferved to him that the country was unhealthful; and that five in fix 
of the people fent thither fell victims to the infalubrity of the climate. In anfwer to 
this, Benyowlki replied, that by clearing confiderable traéts of land, during the 
favourable feafon, difeafes might be prevented, and that the Plain of Health was a 
healthful fpot, whatever M. de Belcombe might fay to the contrary. If 1 have loft 
a great many people, continued he; and if the eighty who remain, are either fick 
or in a ftate of convalefcence, this deplorable fituation, in which you find me, is to 
be afcribed to the war I was obliged to undertake againft the iflanders, and {till 
more to my refiding at Louifburgh. Befides, it is always much eafier to conquer 
a colony belonging to an enemy, than to eftablith one. I agreed with him in this 
idea; and quitted him, much aftonithed at the confidence repofed by the French 
miniftry in the projets of this foreigner. 5 
we nm 
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« Qn our arrival at the Ifle of France, that colony began to be in want of pro- 
« yifions. The refources of Madagafcar had abfolutely failed. It was neceflary, 
“ therefore, to’ fend (hips to the Cape of Good Hope; and heavy complaints pro- 
“ ceeded from every quarter, in order to open the eyes of the miniftry refpecting the 
© mifconduét of Benyowski.” j 

The journal from which the above. account is extracted proves, that the eftablifh- 

ment formed at the Bay of Antongil was not fufceptible of being preferved. 

‘At the time when it was infpe€ted by M. de Belcombe, M. de Boynes was not minifter 
of the marine. M. Turgot had fucceeded to that office ; and under the adminiftration 
of this prudent minifter fuch an eftablifhment could not be fupported. Vain efforts 
were made to avert the ftorm, for impoftors every where find protectors ; but fentence 
was pronounced ; and if it was not put in execution till the adminiftration of his fuc- 
ceffor, it was becaufe M. Turgot did not remain long enough in office to pay particular at- 
tention to this part of his duty. This illutrious man, whofe eminent talents raifed him far 
above: the generality of his cotemporaries, knew from M. Poivre, that Benyowfki was a 
dangerous adventurer, who had rendered himfelf the tyrant and fcourge of the natives of 
Madagafcar. Having juft then returned to Europe, I learned that Benyowfki had made a 

_ conquett of the ifland of Madagafcar; and I heard his courage and abilities every where ex- 
tolled. I was affured that he had built towns and fortreffes ; that he had conftructed 
a grand road from Louifburgh to Bombetoc and all thefe reveries ferioufly propagated 
were fo much believed, as to become a fubjeét of wonder and converfation in the city. 
One was fcarcely allowed to doubt the truth of thefe ridiculous fables; and’ M. Poivre 
himfelf was obliged to undértake the tafk of refuting them. In the mean time Benyowski, 
difgraced, arrived in Paris, where he endeavoured to confirm the reports which had 
been fpread of his brilliant exploits in Madagafcar. He complained loudly of the in- 
juftice of the adminiftration of the Ifle of France; and “was at length able, if not to 
juttify himfelf, at leaft to obiain new rewards, He then infinuated himfelf into favour 
with Dr. Franklin :, this fa is inconteftable, as I was an eye-witnefs of it; but I 
cannot reproach myfelf with having fuffered that celebrated man to be ignorant of 
what 1 knew refpe@ting this adventurer. Benyowski, “however, went to America, 
where he had fcarcely arrived when he again formed a project of getting poffeffion 
of Madagafcar ; and with that view proceeded to the Bay of Antongil, in an Ame- 
rican veflel. Iam not acquainted with the object of this expedition ; but I know that 
M. de Souillac, the governor of the ifle of France, fent, on the gth of May 1786, a 
veflel, called the Louifa, commanded by Vifcount de la Croix, to oppofe Benyowtki’s 
enterprifes ; and caufed a detachment of fixty men from the regiment of Pondicherry, 
under the orders of M. Larcher, a captain of infantry, to accompany him. M. Mayeur, 
alfo, the principal fa¢tor, embarked in the fame veflel, in order to give M. Larcher 
every*information neceflary to counteract the views of Benyowfkt ; for it was known, 

- that he had feized a magazine belonging to the king at Angoncy, a village fituated to 

the north of the Bay of Antongil. 

“The Louifa calt anchor at Foulepointe on the 17th of the fame month; “nd Count 
de la Croix, after procuring fuch provifions as he ftood in need of, quitted that port and - 
proceeded to Angoncy. He arrived there on the 23d; but inftead of anchoring in the 
bay, the entrance of which is difficult, and the fituation badly laid down in charts, he 
chofe rather to anchor at the diftance of half a league from the fbore, in the bay of the 
eaftern cape near to that of Angoncy. When the velfel was fafely moored, M. Larcher 
prepared to make good a landing ; and fome boats well-manned, and having each two 
pieces of cannon in their bows, advanced towards a part of the coaft where no obftacle 
eee ed ce interrunt them: but when the people were juft ready to go on fhore, a 
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volley from Benyowski’s troops left them in no doubt refpecting the hottile intentions 
of that adventurer. A few ‘cannon fhots, however, difperfed the enemy, who were 
feen retreating into the woods’; and after they had difappeared, a defcent was effeGed 
without impediment or diforder. M. Larcher, at the head of his men, withed to 
march directly towards Benyowtki’s fettlement; but he was unwilling to entangle 
himfelf in the thick woods, where it would have been impoffible for him to make ufe 
of his artillery. The iflanders therefore, who ferved him as guides, conduéted him 
by a more open route, ‘which would, however, have prefented infurmountable ob(tacles 
had it been guarded and defended. 

M. Larcher had five marfhes, and a bad bridge, ninety feet long, to crofs, before 
he could arrive at Benyowski’s fettlemént. It may be readily fuppofed that he would 
not have purfued this route had he been acquainted with the danger of it: but 
Benyowfki was fo little afraid that any one could march by fo difficult a road, that he 
had negleéted to cut down the bridge which rendered it paffable. This negligence is 
inconceivable in a man who expetted an attack: for it was afterwards known, that 
he openly faid, «¢ The people of Foulepointe will foon come to afk reftitution of the 
“* magazine I have feized : Iam glad of it; for they will fave me the trouble of going 
“ to attack-them at Foulepointe.” 

‘When M. Larcher had paffed the bridge with his artillery, he diftin@ly heard the 
noife of people at work. . A little while ates the advanced guard announced that he 
faw a red flag, which is. the ordina: fignal for engaging in this ifland. M. Larcher 
immediately ordered his men to infpeet their arms, and to prepare, for amarching 
towards the enemy in order of battle. Fifty houfes were then perceived, all regularly 
placed in a line, one of which, larger and higher than the reft, was judged to be that 
of Benyowski. They had not yet feen the fort, as the view of it was intercepted by a 
{mall grove, of trees: but as foon as they diftinguifhed it, they obferved about an hun- 
dred men who were retiring to it with precipitation. 

This fort, fituated on an eminence, and furrounded by ftrong palifades, was defended 
by two four-pounders and a few fwivels. As foon as Benyow‘ki judged that the French 
were near enough, he ordered his men to fire the cannon. The firft difcharge was 
with bullets ; the fecond with grape thot; and the third with {mall balls. Thefe three 
difcharges were fupported by a brik fire of mufketry ; but notwithftanding this 
defence, the French continued to: advance in’ good order. When the commanding 
officer thought that he was at a proper diftance from the enemy, he ordered them to 
return Benyowtki’s fire. This fingle volley proved decifive : Benyowfki received a 
wound in the breaft with a ball, which put an end to his exiftence, at the moment 
when he was juft applying a match to a cannon loaded with grape-fhot. Luckily the 
priming did not catch fire: had this cannon been difcharged, it would certainly have 
occafioned great diforder among the French; and might have, perhaps, caufed- their 
expedition to mifcarry. They were in a fituation where it was neceflary for them 
either to conquer or perith; they were deprived of every means of being fupported ; 
all commzinication with the coaft was cut off; and they were inclofed in fuch a 
manner that it would have been impoffible for them to regain their veflel. Imme- 
diately after Benyowfki’s death, the tet furrendered at difcretion. ‘The greater part 
of the iflanders faved themfelves over the palifades ; and no attempt was made to {top 
therh. The objet of the expedition was accomplifhed ; and M. Larcher had ftrict 
orders to treat the inhabitants of the country with humanity. Some of them, who 
joined the whites, laid down their arms, and furrendered themfelves prifoners ; but 
they were the fame moment releafed, and reftored to their fall liberty. This Boyan ; 
bes PNAVIOUL 
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behaviour induced the chief of Angoncy to come to raquéft peace, and to throw” 
himfelf under the protetion of the French. He prefented to M. Larcher an old‘ 
Portuguefe woman, and the Baronefs d’Adefcheins, the widow of an officer who had 
followed Benyowfki to Madagafcar. Thefe two. women had fled for fhelter to the 
chief; and it was in compliance with their entreaties that he delivered them into the 
hands of the French, This chief complained bitterly of Benyowfki’s tyranny. He 
faid he had reigned over that fertile part of the country where he was eftablithed with 
a rod of iron ; that he plundered the mhabitants without mercy ; and deftroyed, through 
fear, the fruits of their induftry. He was continually adding new taxes to the 
burthens which he thought proper to impofe on them ; and he violated, in an out- 
rageous manner, the moft refpected ufages and cuftoms. Their vain remonftrances 
were rejected with harfhnefs. In treating them as flaves, and fubjeéting them to the 
moft galling yoke, he wifhed to make them lofe even the hopes of recovering their 
liberty. Thefe people were fubmiffive to his caprices: his confummate audacity, his 
cunning, and ftill more the impetuofity of his charaéter, had rendered him abfolute 
mafter of Madagafcar; and, at the time when he was killed, he was preparing to 
drive the French from the ifland and even to turn their kindneffes againft themfelves. 

Generous nation, but too eafy to be deluded, ceafe to give ‘way to that enthufiafm 
which has involved you in fo many evils. Remember that the Malegaches have ftill 
to reproach you for abandoning their country to pillage, and to the Pier of an 
adventurer, who was in every refpect unworthy of the reception with which you 
honoured him. You entrufted to this foreigner feveral millions of money, and objects 
of the utmoft importance. You granted him rewards and marks of diftinétion re- 
ferved for your moft zealous defenders ; but what gratitude did he thew for them? 
He took up arms againft you; he fired upon your troops; he plundered your 
magazines, Had not inconfiftency and imprudence prefided over all his actions, he: 
would have found means to prevent you from carrying on commerce, or having any 
intercourfe with Madagafcar. ; 

The Malegaches, exhaufted by inteftine wars, had loft, during the adminiftratior- 
of Benyowfki, almoft all their good qualities: they were become bafe flaves, devoted 
to the caprices of a ferocious and intractable mafter: Under him the lands temained 
uncultivated ; agriculture was negleted ; and commerce interrupted had converted 
into a defert, a country once fertile and flourifhing. This artful man had fpread the 
feeds of hatred and difcord among the iflanders; and his haughty and difdainful gait 
united with his impudence and impoffure to overawe the multitude. Through features 
which difplayed pride and duplicity, one could ftill diftinguith a ferocious afpedt, 
capable of intimidating the mofkt intrepid. The events of his life have been only a 
long feries of crimes and villanies; and his death was a juft punifhment for his ine 
famous treachery. It was neceffary either to deliver Madagafcar from the yoke of this 
tyrant, or to abandon the colonies of the ifles of France and Bourbon. 

Thefe favage people had neither fufficient knowledge nor fpirit to recover, by theme 
felves, their loft liberty ; and how could they avoid and efcape from the {nares with which 
Benyow/ki had artfully furrourided them? This common enemy found means by his 
duplicity to create divifion amongft them. As the French therefore, through their 
enthufiafm, were the authors of all the evils which they experienced, juftice and 
equity would have obliged us to go to their affiftance, even had not the intereft- of 
our commerce rendered it neceflary. But I have already proved that the Ile of 
France depends in a great meafure for its fubfiftence on the Ifland of Madagafcar,: 
and this dependence is abfolute in the time of great culamities. The Cape of Good? 
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Hope: affords refources then which are diftant, expenfive, uncertain, and in every 
refpeét infufficient. It is doubtlefs much to be wifhed that fome fixed and per- 
manent eftablifhments could be formed in this part; but I have fhewn that the infalu- 
brity of the air is an obftacle which cannot be furmounted without facrificing the lives 
of a great number of men. From the month of May, however, till the end of 
O&tober, thefe fhores may be frequented without danger. This is the period moft 
favourable for commerce; it is likewife the time of harveft ; and provifions of every 
kind may be then procured. : 


RerLecTions ON THE NoRTHERN Part of MADAGASCAR. 


THE northern part of Madagafcar is much more fertile in produétions of every 
kind than the fouthern part. or this reafon it is more frequented by European 
veffels ; but the interior part of the country has never yet been vifited. When at the He 
of France, I.in vain endeavoured to procure fuch information as might enable me to 
write.a defcription of it. On this fubje€t, Bigorne could only give me fome vague 
and uncertain ideas, which it was difficult to eee any ufe of. It was, however, from 
what he told me that I drew out, at Manaharre, a fhort memoir, which afterwards 
ferved as a bafis for Benyowfki, to propofe the forming of an eftablifhment at the Bay 
of Antongil. This memoir contains the itinerary of the iflanders, who go from Bom- 
betoc to that bay ; but nothing remarkable is to be found in it, except an account of 
the numerous difficulties which occur in that paffage. If the Malegaches furmount 
thefe difficulties, it is merely becaufe they are much nimbler, and more inured to. 
fatigue, than the greater part of the Europeans. The high mountains of Vigagora, 
which mutt be traverfed, prefent at every ftep obftacles capable of {topping men the 
moft accuftomed to brave dangers of every kind. Whoever may be obliged to under. 
take a journey by this rugged way, ought, if he is prudent, to furnifh himfelf with 
ropes and poles to climb the fteepeft places. I know by experience how neceffary 
fuch precautions are, for I have made ufe of thefe helps more than once when trae 
velling in thofe mountains. When I found myfelf furrounded by rocks, a fmall cord 
held by my guides revived my courage, and facilitated an accefs to the higheft preci- 
pices. Silk cords are preferable to thofe of hemp, becaufe they are ftronger and 
much lighter. Dr. Franklin propofes paper kites, to enable people to crofs rivers, 
the currents of which may be rapid. This method might, doubtlefs, be of utility in 
certain circumf{tances to thofe who cannot {wim well. ‘Thofe, however, who are un- 
acquainted with that ufeful art may, by means of bamboos faftened to a long rope, 
crofs very rapid rivers when they have in their fervice vigorous iflanders and good 
{wimmers, who by this fimple apparatus can draw them from the one bank to the 
other. With prudence and induftry man may furmount great obftacles: there 
are few above his genius when he has learned early to attempt to overcome fuch 
difficulties. 

In the corefts the compafs is his guide; and, every where elfe, mechanics furnithes 
him with the means of efcaping from the moft difficult fituations. Thefe means vary 
according to circumftances ; but it would be improper here to enter into farther de- 
tails on this fubje&. I muft, however, obferve, that a kind of hammock like thofe 
employed in the colonies for carrying women and children, would be of infinite utility 
to thofe who travel in thefe wild countries. This hammock muft be light and water- 
proof; it fhould be made therefore of very {trong canvas, covered with gum elaftic 
diffolved in linfeed-oil, a kind of varnifh ufed ior confining the inflammable air in 
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balloons. Such a hammock may be employed, not only asa bed, by fufpending it 
between two trees; but, by means of a bamboo, it may be converted alfo into a 
vehicle for tranfporting the traveller from one place to another when he finds himfelf 
fatigued : and becaufe the canvas, on account of the varnith, is impenetrable to water, 
the hammock becomes a real pirogua, the advantages of which are fo obvious that it is 
unneceffary. to explain them. ; 

‘The place molt frequented by the Europeans in the northern part of Madagafcar, is 
ealled Foulepointe ; but the natives give it the name of Voulow.Voulou. The harbour is 
furrounded by a reef of rocks, which break the force of the waves, and fhelter fhips 
from heavy feas. The fhores of it are very bold, and the leaft depth of the water is 
twenty-three feet at low tides, 

‘The reef, which confifts of coral rocks, is joined to the main land, and ftretches 
N.N.E. whilft the coaft ftretches N.N.W. ° 

‘The entrance of the harbour, which is on the north fide, is about fifty fathoms in 
breadth. The depth of the bafin is about fifty fathoms: it is capable of containing 
ten large veffels, which may anchor along-fide of each other in from thirty to thirty- 
five feet of water. The ground is fure; but in the winter feafon, the entrance is {hut 
bya thifting fand bank, which is diflipated when the fouth-eaft fucceed the north winds 
or calm weather. The fea never rifes or falls more than four or five feet at the 
time of fpring or neap tides. During the latter the reef of rocks appears above the 
water; and abundance of natural productions may be then found on them, fuch as 
moffes, marine plants, black coral, valuable madrepores, fea ftars, infects, and thells, 
which by the variety of their form, and the brilliancy of their colours ferve to ornament 
the cabinets of the curious, ‘The mouths of the rivers here are bordered with mangles 

-which are loaded with oyfters of an excellent tafte. Thefe oyfters adhere to the 

branches, and form clufters of the moft fingular and remarkable figures. At a little 
diftance from thofe parts which the fea covers, there are found veins of a kind of fand 
different from that of the fhore, and which appears to have experienced a femi-vitrifie 
cation. This fand is intermixed with ftones of a foft friable nature, interfperfed with 
an infinite number of fmall fragments of natural glafs. Foulepointe, according to the 
obfervations which I made, lies in latitude 17° 40’ 20”, and longitude 47° 30’. During 
my ftay here, Reaumur’s thermometer never rofe above twenty-feven degrees, and 
never fell lower ‘than fifteen. The barometer experienced very little variation, and 
always between twenty-eight inches two lines and twenty-eight inches. five lines. 

Ships can procure at Foulepointe provifions of every kind in abundance, and at a 
low price. The markets are well fupplied when commerce experiences no check or 
reftraint on the part of the Europeans. Some years ago the people of Foulepointe 
refuled to fell hogs and pigs, becaufe an old man who lived at the diftance of four 
leagues from the port, and who was accounted a forcerer, had forbidden them. This 

-Ombiaffe pretended that they would be threatened with great misfortunes if they did 
not endeavour to deftroy the race of thefe filthy animals ;. but this prohibition does not 
preyent the Europeans from procuring them in the mountains, where they” may be 
found in large herds. It would not perhaps be difficult to deftroy this inconvenient 
fuperftition among thefe iflanders. The villages in the neighbourhood of Foulepointe 
are not numerous; they are difperfed here and there on the declivities of little hills, 
and are defended only by palifades. They are agreeably fhaded by a multitude of 
ufeful trees, fuch as the cocoa-nut tree, bamboos, orange and lemon trees, wild vines, 
and bananas, the fruit of which are fo much efteemed by the Europeans: but the moft 
remarkable is the raven, a kind of palm-tree known on’y in Madagafcar. : 
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This tree, the top part of which is prepared and eaten in the fame manner as that 
of the cabbage-palm, rifes to a great height. It is covered with a hard bark, and its 
wood, which is fibrous and hard, is employed for conftruéting houfes. The walls and 
partitions of thefe houfes are formed of the ribs of its leaves, which have the folidity of 
wood and the pliability of leather, and which are faftened together in a very ingenious 
manner. The leaves ferve to cover thes ; and this covering, which lafts a long time, 
is preferable to our thatch. 

Tt is of the leaves of the raven alfo that the Madecaffes make their plates, difhes, 
and cups. ‘Thefe veffels are always clean, but they are never ufed more than 
once. 

Under the membranous covering which inclofes the flowers of this palm, is found a 
gummy fubftance of an exquifite tafte, which one would take to be honey. 

It is not furprifing that the Madecaffes endeavour to be furrounded by a tree fo 
ufeful. They make very large planks of it by fplitting it from the one end to the other. 
Thefe planks, however, mutt be ftraightened the moment they are {plit. 

The lands belonging to Foulepointe abound with rich paftures and cattle. When 
you go along the fertile banks of the beautiful river Ongleby, you are furprifed to fee 
it difappear all of a fudden in the fands, at the diftance of four miles from its mouth. 
This river, which is deep in fome places and in others broad and fhallow, produces 
plenty of fith, and is covered with water-fowl. Piroguas fail up it for more than 
twenty leagues. It is a pity that this river, like all the reft in Madagafcar, thould be 
filled with monftrous crocodiles. The fight of them often ftrikes a terror into the moft 
intrepid iflanders when travelling along its banks. Great precaution is neceflary to 
avoid the danger of being furprifed by thefe deftruétive amphibious animals, I one day 
faw an ox dragged away and devoured by one of thefe monfters. 

What makes the rivers of Madagafcar delightful, renders them alfo dangerous. The 
trees and fhrubs which cover their banks, ferve as an afylum and retreat to thefe for. 
nidable animals. 

On advancing a few leagues from Foulepointe, towards the high mountains of 
Ambotifmene, the land begins to rife, and the plains and the valleys are theltered from 
the winds by little hills. ‘The heat here is not incommodious, becaufe the country is 
high and covered with wood : the low lands, which are lefs cultivated, are more wild 
and rural. The iflanders in this part do not keep their cattle, but fuffer them to 
wander about without a guide, and without fhackles. 

The meadows, which are fituated at the bottom of the valleys, are watered by a 
multitude of ftreams and rivulets, the windings of which are fo much the more agree- 
able as they are fotmed by the hand of nature. The flowers by which they are 
enamelled, have more fplendour, and difplay a greater variety of colours than thofe 
with which our meads are ornamented. Tufts of trees fcattered here and there without 
art or regularity, render the view of thefe rural fpots delightful and interefting. Some 
leagues farther the fcene changes, and the country becomes mountainous. A. fkilful 
painter would here be at a lofs to fix upon the moft pi€turefque feene. His imagina~ 
tion, bewildered and undetermined refpetting a choice of objects, would not allow him 
the free exercife of his talent; he could net advance a fingle ftep without feeing a. 
fudden and unexpeéted change produce new profpeéts, and the mott interefting points 
of view. But without {topping to catch a general fketch of this beautiful country, if 
you employ yourfelf in ftudying its produétions, an immenfe and truly ufeful field then 
opens before you; and a multitude of vegetables difperfed every where in profufion 
prefent themlelves to your refearches. 

a 10 You 
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You will perceive fix diftin& kinds of rice; you will fee barley of a fuperior beauty 5 
and you will diftinguith ten kinds of yams, fome of which are as large as one’s thigh, 
and all of them fit for fupplying food to men as well as to cattle. But befides thefe 
roots, which require fome care and cultivation, there are others abfolutely wild, called 
by the iflanders fanghits. This root, which is as large as a man’s body, ‘has a delicate 
tafte, and is covered with a reddifh coloured kin. We are affured. that it both allays 
hunger and quenches thirft : it is diuretic, and eafy of digeftion. ; . 

You may procure alfo various kinds of turnips and beans, with peafe of an exqui- 
fite tafte. 

The varvattes refembles the caper fhrub; and flowers in the fame manner.. Each 

od contains a fmall pea of the fize of a lentil. This leguminous plant rifes to the- 
fee of the cherry-tree: in fome of the interior provinces its leaves are employed 
for feeding filk-worms, . - 

When you quit the plains and meadows, to enter thofe immenfe forefts which ferve 
as a retreat for a variety of wild animals, your ‘imagination is ftruck. with beauties of 
another kind. Profound folitude, a coolnefs which furprifes you in fo warm a climate, 
fhades inacceffible to the rays of the fun, and echoes which on all fides repeat the bel-. 
lowing of the cattle, ftill afford you new enjoyments, But thefe enjoyments do not 
equally delight all: they feem to be fuited in a peculiar manner to thofe who aré of a 
ferious and inelancholy difpofition: yet, however infenfible people may be to the. 
beauties of nature, they will always behold with a kind of enthufiafm that multitude: 
of Las of a prodigious fize and height, among which the foter/be is particularly. dif-- 
tinguifhed. 

Thote who prefer the ftudy of botany to that of mineralogy will find abundance of. 
plants in the mountains of Ambotifmene to gratify their curiofity. Enormous blocks 
of rock-cryftal alfo may be feen there, fome of which are chryitallized, while others. 
appear to have no regular form ; fome of them contain fchorl and other foreign bodies. 
‘Thofe kinds of fchorl in greateft requeft among naturalifts, are common in -thefe mouns. 
tains, as well as indices of tin-mines, which the iflanders call woula-foutchefine. Tron. 
mines of an excellent quality are difperfed in reat -profufion all over the ifland, and 
very near to the furface of the earth. The Malegaches break and pound the ore, and: 
place it between four ftones lined with potter’s clay; they then employ a double: 
wooden pump, inftead of a pair of bellows, to give the fire more ftrength ; and in the: 
fpace of an hour the mineral is in a ftate of fufion. The iron produced by this operae. 
tion is foft and malleable: no better is known in the world. There are, doubtlei, , 
other mines in this ifland; but thofe who with to fearch for them mutt not be afraid of 
difficulties and labour. Riches of this kind being inclofed in the bowels of the earth,. 
much digging and tedious exertions are neceflary to procure them :. befides, accefs to 
the mountains of Ambotifinene is impradticable, as the iflanders fay, to the Kuropeans 5 
for their fummits abound with {teep rocks and precipices, which prevent them from 
being approached. The higheft of thefe mountains is about eighteen hundred fathoms 
above the level of the fea. In its thape it has a great refemblance to the T.ble Mount: 
defcribed by every traveller who has vifited the Cape of Good Hope. 

Tcan only give this faint fketch of the mineralogical riches of Madagafcar.. The 
real riches, however, of this iffand are its numerous vegetable produétions, varied ‘almoft: 
without end by the nature and fertility of its foil. © thall here give a.defcription of. © 
thofe which 1 brought.to the Me of France to M. Poivre.. 
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Description oF Trees, SHRUBS, AND PLANTs, WHICH GROW IN THE NORTH: 
ERN ParT or MapaGAscaR, AND WHICH I CARRIED To THE IsLz oF FRANCE, 
iN THE END OF THE YEAR 1768. 


MAL AO-MANGHIT, a large tree, the bark of which is brown, the trunk ftraight, 
and the wood white. Its fap, at firft white and milky, becomes, when expofed to 
the air, as red as blood. The fruit is a kind of nutmeg. The Malegaches afcribe to 
this nut the fame virtues as we afcribe to the real nutmeg. 

Rarabe. This is a wild nutmeg-tree, larger and much more beautiful than the 
malao-manghit. Xt furnifhes a nutmeg from which the Malegaches extract a very aro- 
matic oil. This oil, with which they rub their bodies and hair, is efficacious in curing 
and diffipating cold humours. Taken internally it ftrengthens the ftomach. 

Bachi-bachi. The bachi-bachi refembles the rarabé ; but its leaves and fruit are a 
Yittle different. It grows in elevated places. Its fruit, as well as the covering which 
contains them, is aromatic. . 

Rbara-horac is 2 real wild nutmeg-tree, the trunk of which is large, and the branches 
buthy. It delights to grow in moift marfhy places. The founingo-mena-rabou, a large 
pigeon of a blue colour, is very fond of the fruit of thistree. After digefting the mace, 
at ws the nuts throughout the whole ifland. 

Ravend-fara. Of all the nutmeg-trees in the ifland of Madagafcar the ravend-fara 
has principally engaged the attention of botanifts. The odour of cloves, cinnamon and 
nutmegs is not much different from that of a kind of perfume extracted by diftillation 
from the leaves of this tree. They yield an effential oil much more efteemed than that 
procured from cloves. The cooks in India employ this perfume for ragouts, in pre- 
ference to any other kind of fpicery. This valuable tree grows in moift places; but a 
dry foil is not abfolutely contrary to its nature. It becomes very large and buthy ; its 
top, which is of a pyramidal form, is well furnifhed with leaves; its wood is white, 
exceedingly hard as well as heavy, and deftitute of fmell, but the bark exhales a very 
ftrong odour. Its fruit is a real nut flattened at the two extremities. The perfunte of 
the nut, and the hufk in which it is inclofed, is not fo ftrong as that of the leaves, but 
in my opinion it is much more delicate. 

Harame. The harame is the largeft and talleft kind of tree that grows in the neigh- 
bourhood of Foulepointe. The wood of the trunk appears whitith externally, and of 
a reddifh colour ‘in the heart. When it has attained its utmoft fize, it every year cafts 
its outer bark, whiclf is thick and grey. The trunk is fmooth and without branches, 
except at the upper extremity; but its branches are well furnifhed with leaves, and 
the buth on its top has a very beautiful appearance. 

The fmalleft incifion made in this tree produces, in great abundance, a white refie 
nous gum, which has a very ftrong aromatic fmell. The Malegache women make it 
into a kind of pafte with which they rub their faces, in order to preferve the frefhnefs of 
the fkin. ; 

When this refinous gum is burnt, it exhales a perfume like that of incenfe. The 
fruit isa nut, the hufk of which only is aromatic. 

Laben. This tree grows in fandy places on the fea-fhore, and rifes to a very great 
height. Its wood, which is hard, and of a reddifh colour, is proper for being em- 
ployed in cabinet-work. The fruit of the Laben is of the thape and fize of a large 
olive. The kernel it contains is white and oily, and has a delicate tafte. : 

Fourazhe. 
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Fouraha. The fouraha is one of the moft beautiful and ufeful trees to be found in 
warm climates. The wood of it, next to that of Tec, is the beft in India for conftru&~ 
ing veffels. It may very properly be compared to the Tacamaca of the Iile of France. 
Like that tree it yields a balm of a green colour, which is excellent for curing wounds. 
This tree, which is large and bufhy, is loaded with branches of a great fize, and is re- 
markable for its prodigious height. 

Tevarina, The tevartna exhibits, in the midft of the forefts, all the fyminetry of 
art. It feems to have been cut on purpofe into a pyramid confifting of feven ftortes ; 
and its bufhy branches, placed horizontally around a {mooth ftraight trunk, give it an 
appearance altogether fingular. It is, perhaps, the moft beautiful tree known for 
decoration. \ 

Hintchy. This tree, the moft common of all thofe found in the forefts near Foule- 
pointe, is exceedingly proper for forming avenues, as its top is well furnithed with 
\caves. It refembles the plum-tree, and rifes to the fame height. The wood, which 
is of a red colour, may be ufed for cabinet work. Its bark is fmooth and white; and 
the leaves are large, and ofa beautiful green. 

Foterfbe. ‘The foterfbé is one of the largeft trees in Madagafcar ; but its wood is fit 
only for fuel. Another kind of foterfb2, defcribed by Flacourt under the name of 
vouafoutra, grows in the marfhes. 

Tanguem. ‘Vhis tree grows on the borders of the fea. Its wood, which is hard and 
variegated with veins, is proper for cabinet and inlaid work. The Malegaches make 
too much ufe of the fruit of this tree, to the dangerous qualities of which they are no. 
ftrangers. It is a real manchineel, which, as is well known, produces one of the moft 
formidable of poifons. 

Antafara. The antafara is known in the Ifle of France under the name of milk-wood. 
Its flowers have the fame fmell and fhape as thofe of jafmine. If a flight incifion be 
made in the trunk of this tree, it yields, in great abundance, a milky juice which is. 
of a very cauftic nature. 

Affy. This tree, which is a beautiful kind of palm, rifes to the height of ten feet. 
Its trunk is marked with the impreffion of its leaves, which are continually falling in 
fucceffion. Its top is crowned with three or four rows of leaves, four* or five feet in: 
length, and an inch and a half in breadth. Thefe leaves refemble thofe of the lily. 
they are as thick as one’s hand, and form a beautiful umbrella. 

Tafoumcuna. The wood of this tree, which is large and bufhy_ is white, and its: 
bark fmooth. Its fruit is a real acorn, like that of the oak. The kernel has a tafte 
fomewhat aromatic, and {mells like turpentine. Z 

Hounits. The wood of the Aounits is of a beautiful yellow colour. The bark is red,, 
and when an incifion is made in it, a juice red as coral iffues from it. By the help. of 
a common lye the Malegaches extract a fine red dye from the bark of the root. The: 
~ Hounits is large and beautiful. 

Zavin-ravin, This tree rifes to a moderate fize, and is not bufhy. The trunk is: 
full of knots; the bark is grey, and the wood white. It grows in marfhy places. 

Lingo. The lingo is a woody creeping twig, which afcends to the fummits of the: 
higheft trees. This twig is only two inches in diameter. Its wood is yellow, as_ well 
as the interior part of the bark. 

The Malegaches employ the root and bark of the Jingo to dye thread red and yellow. 

Harongan. ‘This tree, which is about fifteen feet in height, grows in a fandy foil. 
Tés leaves are ufed to dye mats and bafkets red. The gum extracted from it is a kind. 


of dragon’s blood. 
Tanrofons 
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Tancofin: The tancaffon isa kind of wild vine, the fruit of which is four, and 
fomewhat agreeable to the tafte. This twig rifes to the tops of the higheft trees. 
Its root is diuretic. The iflanders efteem the fruit of the tancaffon. Flacourt, who 
has defcribed feveral kinds of wild vines, makes no mention of it. 

Taco. Akind of wild vine like the ere 

Voua-lomba. A kind of vine, the fruit of which the Europeans prefer to all others, 
and which they call Madagafcar grapes. Their tafte is fomewhat fourifh. This plant 
dies every year. Its root isa kind of yam. 

Aanakuey, A large fenfitive plant. 

Arefou. A {pecies of elder. 

Tougnounan. The flowers of this tree are fhaped like a bell ; and the wood of it is 
ufed for making affagays. 

Tafoumounan. Small white flowers: fruit like an acorn. 

Racoudrit. A green fruit that grow in clufters. , 

‘ Uvang-biri. A parafite plant bearing large fquare pods, the feeds of which are anti. 
hemorrhoidal. 

Tevarte. A pyramidal fhrub, cut naturally into ftories. 

Azambor. Has a fruit which grows in the form ofa red nofegay. 

Uua-be-Taitchou. Produces a fruit good to eat. 

Sampan-leva. asa fruit in the form of a yellow chaplet. 

Tchingit. Akind of baftard fenna tree, with yellow flowers, 

Lacca. Bearsa {mall fruit like a grain of pepper. Its flowers grow in the form 
of the bezel of a ring. 


Vognindofong. 

Fanpechourcu. A kind of lily in tle form of a (tar. This flower announces the 
feafon for whale fifhing. 

Voua-bintchi. 


Filao. Equifetum arborefcens. 

Voantlifan. A prickly tree, bearing no leaves but on the top. 

Tchuvi-ovi. A kind of ipecacuanha, feriploca. 

Jacuan. A'fpecies of almond-tree, without leaves, which produces gum. 

Timbalave. Shrub with white gondolated flowers. 

Ampalt. Has round leaves which file iron. 

Anghivi. Its frait gives a bitter but agréeable tafte to the liquors drunk by the 
Madecaffes. ‘ 

corte A frefh-water mangle, the pods of which grow oppofite to each 
other. es 

Farafer. A parafite plant, the flower of which is long and red, and fhaped like a 
man’s hand, or a fork with five prongs. . 

Vongo. A beautiful tree, the fruit of which is called Vaas-fou-vara. When an in- 
cifion is made in its trunk, it produees a yellow gum. 

Voua-mitfa-voi. A {pecies of after, or ftarwort. 

Tongouna-lein-tien. Kind of mint. ; 

Saneang-matan-nahanrou. Kind of creeping afparagus. 

Ranga-zaa. Bulbous plant with a white flower. 

Tchiiotcu. White tulip. : 

Fifuutche. ‘Tree with leaves like thofe of mallow. Flowers grow around the trunk. 
- Schira. Palm-tree, the bark of which is burnt in order to extraé a falt from it, 
ufed by the Malecaches with thuir food. 
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Raven-iongharts. Balfamic plant. ‘ 

Tanroujou. Kind of benjamin, bearing a button-fhaped fruit. 

Azou-ranou. Shrub, the fruit of which is of a cinnamon colour. 

Afatrab2, Shrub, the bark of which is odoriferous. 

Vaing-bare. Parafite plant: its leaves are downy, and its flowers white. 

Talate. Bears thick leaves, and berries like thofe of the holly. 

Jang. A tree which produces large bunches of flowers. 

Vua-tani. asa flower like that of the lihoa of China. 

Vua-montucung. Parafite plant, with leaves like thofe of the tamarind-tree. Its fruit 
yefembles a bean. 
: Fua-toutouc. Shrub, with red fruit, which are eaten, and which tafte like flraw- 
erries. 7 
Moulton-rongou, Refembles the rara. Its leaves are fmall, and the fruit oblong 
and angular. . ; 

Vouang-titirang, Produces a kind of nut, the hufk of which is downy, and of a 
yellow colour. 

Voua-malim. Bears a pod like the apocynon. 

Voua-rougni. Kind of frefh-water mangle. 7 

Poua-fourindi. Large tree with {mall red flowers difpofed in clufters, 

Ampali. Has long leaves, ufed for polifhing wood, and freeing iron from ruft. 

Joudi-fafal. Semper vivens. : 

Voua-fevarantou. 

Vouang-ta?. Malum cidonium. 

Voua-fatre. Kind of box. Its fruit, which are aromatic, are eaten. 

Enghi-panza. Small f{pecies of indigo. 

Enghi-be. Large indigo with big pods. . 

Vua-macoliong. Kind of tamarind, from which an oil is extracted. 

Sacaviro-ambou. Hog-ginger. A kindof zedoary. 

Vua-fao. Species of the fago palm. : : 

Ouvi-rombe. Creeping twig, the leaves of which are f{mall, and fhaped like a fharp- 
pointed heart. 

Chifontfui. Has {mall leaves difpofed in pairs, like thofe of the leffer harame. Its 
flowers confift of four green leaves inclofed in a calyx. 

Vua-henda. Bears a fruit of the form of a cucumber, which fmell like a quince. 
_ Sangnamou-bator. The leaves of this plant have the fame effect as thofe of the co- 

culus indicus. When fed to catch fifh, they mutt be bruifed. 

Vaint-rombou. Herb endowed with the fame properties as the above, 

Sanga-Sanga. A triangular kind of bulrufh, the real papyrus. 

Vua-toudinga, Bears a fruit like the pipar of China. 
- Vua-carabo. A kind of twig which bears a fruit like a large chefnut. 

Vua-nantoula. Bears a fruit which contains a large kernel like the feeds of the fa 
potilla, but much thicker. 4 & 

Vouang-pin-lela. as-leaves like thofe of the cinnamon-tree, without any fmell. 

Vua-tingui-le-pas. Produces a fruit of a green colour, the pulp of which difpofed 
in coats opens like the petals of a flower. ‘The feeds are found in the heart, inclofed 
in a bag with three round corners. - 

Anja-vidy. Kind of very high heath. 

Yua-tchirié. Species of vacoua with long narrow leaves. 

Vua-kbicafon. Bears a {mall fruit like the rangou/tan. ; 

VOL. XVI. 5h Tchortin 


’ 


804 ROCHON’S VOYAGE TO MADAGASCAR. 


Tchouti-morou or ranou. Small filiquous plant. - 

Vua-bia-vdve. Creeping twig with female white flowers. . 

Vua-nambouavon. Bears red fruit difpofed inthe form of a nofegay. The flowers 
are of a violet colour; the leaves, which are whitifh, and which grow in pairs, are 
ufeful for healing wounds and ulcers. 

Vua-rha. Kind of fig-tree, the fruit of which are eaten, 

Vua-he-taitfou. 

Varou. Kind of mallow. 

Lindem. Species of palm. 

Angnan-rambou-labe. 

Tongou-hintchi. : 

Harame. The gum of this tree appears to be of the fame nature as ambergris. 

Chingolpant. 

Chiftala. 

Alut-mandrout. . 

Vanghoui-nanghoua. 

Bakrang. Creeping twig which bears large berries like buttons. 

Ardouranga. Small plant, with a red filiquous flower ‘like indigo. 

Sigs Bie Shrub with white downy leaves, and white flowers. Its root heals 
wounds. - 

Cani-pouti. Grafs with large leaves, the juice of which is employed for making 
figures on the body. 

Thipoulou-pouli. F 

Adabou. Large tree. ; : 

Ouvi-randra. An aquatic plant with indented leaves ; flowers fhaped like a crefcent ; 
root fit to be eat, ; 

Tottlas. Kind of laurel, the Jeaves and berries of which ‘are aromatic. 

Vour-bonda. Bears a large fruit like an oblong cylindrical mango. It has a fweet 
odour, and its feeds are ramified. The leaves are placed exaétly oppofite to each 
other. 

Mounou-founace. A thrub with violet flowers, The leaves are difpofed by threes. 

Azou-minti. Curious pyramidal fhrub. 

Axou-minti-be. "The fame with large leaves. A beautiful tree. 

Tocam-boudi. A {mall palm with large leaves divided at the extremity. 

Fouraugdra. ~A kind of creeping twig which bears a triangular bladder. Its leaves 
are like parfley. - , 

Voua-mandroucou. Produces ‘flowers which grow from the trunk. The petals have 
a fpiral form. 

Voua-mena. Bears a {weet fruit as red as coral. The wood and the leaves are 
alfo red. 

- Mang. Tree, the leaves of which are like thofe of the mallow, but larger and 
ftronge’. Its flowers are downy like thofe of the ketmia, and of a rofe colour. 

Angua-malou. Kind of aromatic fhrub, with flowers like golden buttons. 

Volang-bondi-pouni. Red wood, which turns black as it grows old. This wood is 
proper for dying. 

Tfimamafoo. Creeping twig, the flowers of which are like thofe of jafmine, and of 
a bright red colour. 

Manouquibonga, Shrub compofed of twigs like the vine. Its flowers, which are 
beautiful, and red, are difpofed in the form of a plume of feathers. 

~ Rie) Maan. 
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Maan. Kind of downy plant, with leaves like thofe of the mallow. 

Sommeutorang. Bears a downy flower, in fhape like the bezel of a ring. 

Lalong. 

Via-foutchi. Woody eree ing twig. The fruit is inclofed in a ftar-like calyx. 

Diti-azou. Has a fruit like a fmall pear. 

Tavoutala. Small bulbous plant. It is a fpecies of orchis, and bears a flower of 
a flaxen colour. 

Chetchia. Kind of hieracium, with a yellow flower. 

Angnan-rambou. Another hieracium, with a violet-coloured flower. 

Catoubanda. Kind of chickweed, employed to diffipate fwellings. 

Nantou. Mat-wood of two kinds, with large and {mali leaves. 

Amp-elang-thi-fouke. Gentianella, with a violet-coloured flower. 

Campoudi. Kind of chickweed, or alfine. 

Onbave. Tree which produces a gum like gum-arabic. 

Bontou. Tree the root of which dyes yellow. It grows near water : its leaves are: 
thick and difpofed in pairs. : 

Voai-marang. Shrub the bark of which ftops fluxes. 

Vuendrang. Kind of galega. 

Afe. Large polipodium, the feeds of which are eaten. 

Tabourounangat. Betel tree. 

Vua-rozan. 

Voua-affim. 

Ampelantghi. Beautiful plant, which rifes to the height of a foot. 

Sondi-fa-fat. Plant found on the borders of the fea. The Malegaches when fatigued’ 
rub their bodies with the leaves of this plant, and fuch fri€ions render them firrefh 
and nimble. They pretend that the leaves of the Sondi-fa-fat are incorruptible. They 
are applied with fuccefs to wounds. 

Vognin d’ofong. Parafite plant, the leaves of which refemble thofe of the lily. The 
period when this plant flowers announces the time of whale-fifhing. It flowers in June.. 
The prows of the piroguas which are intended for the whale-fifhery are ornamented 
with large bunches of its flowers. 

Aximena, Very beautiful fhrub with a bufhy tc,. Its leaves are thick, and of a 
bright green colour. It rifes to the height of four feet ; and its flowers exhale an ex- 
ceeding {weet odour. 

Teulon-gouala. A fhrub the leaves of which are odoriferous, and ferve the Male- 
gaches to make pillows. It is about four feet in height, and its fruit are bitter, oily, 
and aromatic. 

Voua-azigne. The ftraighteft and talleft tree found in Madagafcar. It greatly furs 
paiies in height all the other trees of the ifland. Its wood, which is yellow, hard, 
and heavy, is employed for building houfes; but more commonly for making the 
‘keels of piroguas. The gum which diftils from this tree, is as yellow as amber ; but 
it is vifeous and without {mell. The Malegaches procure from this valuable wee a 
kind of clear oil, which when frefh has a very agreeable tafte. ‘This oil mixed with 
rice renders that food more delicate ; and it is for the moft part prepared in this man- 
ner by thefe iflanders. 

Tougmonnam. . Tree which grows on the fummits of the mountains. Its wood, 


which is hard and heavy, is of a red or brownifh yellow colour, and is ufed for cabinet 
werk and aflagays. 


5L2- Vokan« 
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Voban-filat, Tree twelve feet in height. ~ Its trunk, which is ftraight, is covered 
with prickles, and its leaves, which are four inches and a half im length, and two and 
a half in breadth, are of a beautiful green colour. There are no leaves on the trunk 
of this tree ; but its top, which is perfe@tly round, is loaded with them. The wood- 
pigeons are remarkably fond of the fruit of the vohanfilan, the appearance of which 
is altogether fingular. ; 

Toulouce. Buthy fhrub which grows in every kind of foil. The fruit of this thrub 
has an agreeable tafte, and is known under the name of the Madagafcar ftrawberry. 

_ It is efteemed by the Europeans as well as by the-Malegaches. ; 

Voua-feverantou. Buthy fhrub which rifes to the height of fix or feven feet. It 
grows commonly in a fandy foil. Its wood is white. ; : 

Chi-font-fui. Beautiful thrub, the ftem of which is fraight, and without leaves. 
Its top is round and bufhy. 

Finguere. Kind of wild fig-tree, which, when incifions are made in it, yields a 
milky juice. This juice, after it coagulates, forms a real elaftic gum, like that which 
diftils from the caoutchouc. The Malegaches make flambeaux of ‘it, which burn 
without wicks, and afford them an excellent light when they go out to fith in the 
night-time. Spirit of wine makes no impreffion on this gum ; but it diffolves in ether 
ae ialestat There are alfo other fat and oily fubftances which affect it very 

_ fenfibly. 5 : 

The finguere rifes to the height of twenty feet. Its leaves are eight inches long, and 
four in breadth. Its fruit refembles a round fig, and is full of {mall feeds. The Male- 
gaches eat this fig with pleafure ; but for my part I found it bitter and cautftic. 

On attentively examining the bottles and other veffels which the Peruvians make of 
elaftic gum, it may be readily comprehended how eafy it would be to employ it in 
chirurgical operations. Belts and bandages made of this fubftance would be attended 
with many advantages. Diffolved in linfeed-oil or xther, it in a great meafure lofes its 
elafticity, and in that ftate it is very proper for coating over filk, in ordér to render it 
impervious to air or water. M. Bernard lately has employed elaftic gum for a variety 
of purpofes, which it would be too tedious to enumerate. I mut, however, obferve 
that the Chinefe have been long acquainted with the art of diffolving this elaftic gum, 
and of giving it various colours. wl. Bertin, minifter of ftate, was fo kind as to fhew 
me feveral articles made of it, the moft remarkable of which was a {mall ball, per- 
fettly refembling a ball of amber. 

Bagnets. Plast from which real indigo is procured in Madagafcar.. The iflanders 
extract this dye from it by avery fimple operation. When the plant begins to flower, 
they infufe the ftem and the leaves in water. After they have become putrid, the wa- 
ter affumes a violet colour, and when this colour grows very dark, the item and leaves 
are taken out. A certain quantity of oil is then poured into the coloured water, and 
the water being drawn off, a fediment remains behind, which, when dried in the fun, 
furnifhes 2 beautiful indigo. 

M. de la Marck made me obferve that the revend/as is not a nutmeg-tree, but a 
proper genus. It is the bagatophyllum *. 

The intchy, according to the opinion of that learned botanift, is a courbaril-hymenaa. 

The antatara, according to the fame, is a fpecies of the genus called taberna-mon- 
jana. : 


* Juff. Gen. p 431- - 
ne 
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The jilao is the cafuarina of Forfter and Linnus the fon. 

The vua-ichirié is the pandamus.: : 

In the enumeration, here given, of the trees and plants of Madagafcar, I have made 
no mention of ananas, white pepper, water-melons, bananas, Indian faffron, the large 
cardamum, ginger, veronica, alkekengi, purflain, fweet bafil, ftar-wort, gentianella, 
the winter cherry, the papyrus of the ancients, called fanga-/anga, the nenuphar, &c. 
&c. ‘With regard to the animals found: in Madagafcar, Flacourt has left nothing of 
importance for me to fay on that fubjec. — 


. 


DescripTion of A TREE, WHICH BEARS A SINGULAR FRUIT, MUCH CEbI- 


BRATED IN INDIA, AND KNOWN UNDER THE NAME OF THE Cocoa oF THE 
MALDIVES. 


- THE tree which bears that fruit, known under the name of the Cocoa of the Mal- 
dives, or the /fea-cocoa, rifes to the height of forty or fifty feet. The top of this beauti- 
ful tree, which may be claffed among the palms, has the form of a fan ; and is com 
pofed of ten or twelve branches, twenty feetlong. Each of thefe branches, or palms, 
proceeds from a pedicle fix feet in length, which is indented quite round. - 

From the bottom of the leaves arifes a ramified panicle, the branches of which are 
terminated by female flowers, The piftil of thefe Aeca when gipe, produces a {phe- 
rical fruit, eight or ten inches in diameter. The coverin, of the fruit is thick and 
fibrous, like that of the common cocoa. The fhape of thefe cocoas, however, is ex- 
tremely fingular ; and the bottom of them is filled with a milky fubftance, of a bitter 
and difagreeable tafte. The trunk of this tree differs very little from that of the cocoar 
tree; but it is larger and harder. The Ifle of Palms is covered with this tree : but it is 
not to ke found in any of the neighbouring iflands, or in any other known part of the 
world. Itis probable, therefore, that cle nuts which are accidentally found at the 
Maldives have come from the Mle of Palms, though the diftance between thefe two 
places is about three hundred leagues. ‘This remark may ferve to point out the direc- 


‘tion of the currents in the Indian Ocean. 


The Indians afcribe great medicinal virtues to -his nut, known to botanifts under-the . 
name of nux medica. The Afiatic phyficians pretend that it is antifcorbutic; that it 


_ radically cures the venereal difeafe ; and that it is a powerful antidote againft poifon. 


The Indian princes caufe cups to be made of it, which are always more or lefs orna- 
mented with gold and precious ftones. Thefe Cocgas are in fo much requeft all over 
Afia, that it was not uncommon, about the year 1759, the period when they were. 
difcovered, to fee them fold for upwards of four hundred pounds fterling each. 
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THE HISTORY OF THE DISCOVERY AND CONQUEST 


3 OF 
THE CANARY ISLANDS: 
Tranflated from a Spanifh Manufcript, lately found in the Ifland of Palma *. 


With an Enquiry into the Origin of the Ancient Inhabitants. 


By Greorceg Gras. 
TR Ie 


BOOK L 


"TE firft account we had of the Canary Ifands-being publicly known in Europe, 
after the decline of the Roman empire, was fome time between the years 1326 
and. 1334, by meanstof a French hip that was driven among them by a ftorm. 

Upon this difcovery, a Spanith nobleman, Count of Claramonte, named Don Luis, 
fon of Don Alonzo de la Cerda, furnamed the Difinherited +, procured a grant} of 
thofe iflands, with the title of King, from Pope Clement VI, upon Condition that he 
would caufe the gofpel to be preached to the natives. : 

Two years after this, Don Luis obtained a Licence from Pedro, king of Arragon, to 
equip a fleet frem fome of his ports, in order to take poffeflion of the Canary Iflands ; 
but though fome of his fhips were actually fitted out, yet the defign failed, firft by 
reafon of his being engaged in fome other affairs, and laftly by his death, which hap- 
pened foon after. However, it is probable that either part of that fquadron, or fome 
other fhips, went to the Canaries about that time, the crews of which were natives of 
Majorca, which then belonged to tie crown of Arragon. What became of thofe 
veflels fhall be related in its proper place.- Nothing was done afterwards towards per- 
feGting the difcovery, until the year 1385, when fome Bifcayners and inhabitants of 
Seville joined to equip a fleet of five thips at Cadiz, in ofder to make defcents upon and 
plunder the Canary [ands and the adjacent coaft of Barbary. ‘The command of thefe 
thips was given to one Ferdinando Peraza, a gentleman of Seville. 

After coafting the African fhore, they failed weftward, and fell in with the ifland 
now called Lancerota, where they landed. ‘The natives came in crowds to the port 
to behold them: but the Spaniards thooting fome arrows among them, killed fome, 


© gta, London, 1764. 

+ He was tight heir to the crown of Caftille, but was deprived of it by his uncle Sancho TV. From 
Donna Ifabella, daughter to this Luis de la Cerda, is defcended the noble family of Medina Celi in Spain. 
Mariana. . 

} When this grant was made te Don Luis, it gave fuch umbrage to the Englifh ambaffadors, who then 
happened to be at Rome, that they immediately difpatched an exprefs to their court, to prevent this con- 
veyance, imagining there were ne other Fortunate Iflands than thofe of Great Britain: fuch was the igno= 
rance of thofe times. Heylin’s Cofmography. 
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mwvounded others, and fo frightened the reft that they ran away ; upon which the Spaniards 
marched to the-town where the natives refided, which they facked, any carried off a 
large booty of goat-tkins, tallow, and theep, and one hundred and Teventy of the 
inhabitants, among whom were Guanareme, King of the ifland, and Tinguafaya, his 
wife ; with thefe they returned on board their fhips, and failed back to Spain ; where, 
in thofe days, their plunder was reckoned to be very valuable. : ; 

The next expedition to Lancerota was from Seville, in the year'1393. This fleet 
did not attempt to fubdue the ifland, but returned foon after, with feveral captives and 
a great number of goat-fkins; by which it appeared that the defign of the Spaniards, 
in thofe expeditions, was only to enrich themfelves by robbery and plunder, Several 
people now, excited by avarice, folicited Henry III, King of Caftille, for a licence to 
conquer the Canary Iflands, as Henry pretended they were his property ; but on what 
he founded this claim, I believe, is not known. In the year 1369,*the contention for 
the crown of Caltille was ended by the death of Don Pedro, who was {tabbed by his 
baftard-brother Don Henry, who then fucceeded to the crown, A few years before 
this happened, feveral noblemen, from the province of Normandy in France, came to: 
Caftille, to the affittance of Don Henry, among whom were Bertran Claquin, Confta- 
ble, and Rubin de Bracamonte, Admiral of France. This laft had two nephews by a 
fifter who lived in Normandy, and was married to the Lord of Betancour, Granville,, 
and other places in that country: the eldeft, named John de Betancour, though at 
that time an old man, had a ftrong defire to travel, and do fomething worthy of his 
anceftors, and therefore determined to make a voyage to Spain to vifit his uncle the 

. Admiral, With this view he went to Rochel, a fea-port town, where he was to em- 
bark for that country: while he remained there, he became acquainted with one 
-Gadifer de la Sala, a man of confiderable fortune. This perfon, having the fame 
paffion for feeing foreign countries, foon agreed with John de Betancour to go with 
him in queft of the Fortunate Iflands, much talked of at that time in Europe. In 
order to profecute their defign, they fold fome of their lands, and mortgaged others, 
‘by which they raifed money fufficient to equip a fmall fleet, well provided with ‘kilful 
mariners, pilots, and fome people as interpreters. who muft confequently have been 
in fome of the iflands before that time. . 

This fleet confifted of three fhips, containing two hundred perfons, exclufive of the 
feamen: among that number were many young gentlemen of Normandy, feveral of 
whom were relations of John de Betancour. On the firft of May, 1400, they fet fail, 
and proceeded on the voyage, without any thing of confequence happening to them, 
until they arrived at the iflands. The firft they faw was Lancerota, which name was 
then given to it by John de Betancour, probably in honour of fome perfon of his 
acquaintance. ‘When he landed his men, the natives gathered together in a body to 
_defend themfelves, imagining that thefe ftrangers were cofne to plunder and carry them 
off, as others had done before: but obferving the French to be well armed, and 
keeping together, they were afraid to attack them, but retired into the country, and. 
left them at liberty to encamp in a convenient place; for the natives had nothing to 
oppofe them with but fticks and ftones, thefe being their only weapons. 

But finding that the French remained fome days in the fame place, without follow- 
ing or attempting to moleft them, they began to take courage, fo that fome of them 
ventured into the camp, who were well treated by John de Betancour and Gadifer:de 

‘Ia Sala, who allowed:them to take whatever they chofe, and to come in and go out 
of the camp whenever they pleafed. This good treatment remtoved all their fears:; 

: 2 ‘ infomuch 
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infomuch that when the French began to build a fort for their defence and accommoda- 
tion, the naties chearfully affifted them im bringing ftones, lime, &c. neceffary for the 
work. This fort was built at the port of Rubicon. 

‘The ready obedience and quiet behaviour of the natives gave great fatisfaction to 
John-de Betancour and-Gadifer de la Sala. ‘They now determined to pafs over to the 
nextvifland, which is feparated from Lancerota only by a channel of two leagues in 
breadth ; and, leaving an officer and fome men in the port of Rubicon, they landed at 
Valtarrahala, in the ifland of Fuertaventura, then called by the French Forituite. The 
inhabitants, feeing fuch a number of ftrange people coming into their ifland, gathered 
in great numbers to oppofe them, being men of a more warlike fpirit than thofe of 
Lancerota, ftronger, and of a larger fize ; which the French perceiving, and confider- 
ing what a handful of people they had to attack fuch a multitude with, thought pro- 
per to reimbark, and fet fail : taking, therefore, a view of fome of the reft of the iflands, 
they afterwards returned to Lancerota, where they confulted what was next to be 
done and confidering how few people they had for fuch an undertaking as the corf. 
queft of the iflands, it was determined that Gadifer de la Sala fhould return to France, 
in order to bring over fupplies of men, &c. Accordingly he went; but, unfortunately 
for the expedition, he died a few days after his arrival in France. When this was 
known to John de Betancour, he found himfelf deprived of his expe&ted fuccours, 
and without money or friends in France ; which determined him to embark for Spain, 
where he arrived, and applied to his uncle Rubin de Bracamonte, and other relations 
there, for affittance to profecute his defign: but his chief patron and interceffor with 
the King of Caftille was the Infant Don Ferdinando, afterwards King of Arragon, by 
whofe means he procured from the king, Don Henry Ill, a grant of the Fortunate 
Iflands, with the title of King. This done, he went to Seville, and equipped a fleet, 
well provided with men and neceffaries, for the conqueft of thefe iflands, the King 
fupplying him with money to defray the charge of that armament. This grant of the 
Canary Iflands to John de Betancour was dated in the year 1403, 

When John de Betancour arrived in this country, the ifland of Fuertaventura was 
divided into two kingdoms, one commencing at the Villa and continuing unto Handia, 
and the other extending from the Villa unto Corralejo, which were feparated by a loofe 
dry ftone wall, four leagues in length, crofling the breadth of the ifland from fea to 
fea. There were in this ifland, at the time of the conqueft, four thoufand fighting 
men. Thofe amongftthem who were moft famous for their virtue and valour had the 
appellation of Mahzy and Altihay, which were names of great honour. It is faid' that 
when John de Betancour and Gadifer de la Sala came in queft of thefe iflands, the 
then king of Lancerdta, who was named Guadarfia, was defcended from an European, 
who had been driven by a tempeft on this ifland, and whofe hiftory is related after this 
manner : 

When Don John I, fon of Henry Il, reigned in Caftille, he was engaged in a war 
againft the King of Portugal and the Duke of Lancafter, about the fucceffion to the 
crown of Cattille; the duke pretending that it was his right, on account of his mar- 
riage with Donna Conftanza, eldeft daughter of King Peter. 

In the courfe of that war, and about the year 1377, King John fent fome fhips, com- 
manded by one Martin-Ruiz de Avendano, to fcour the coafts of Gallicia, Bifcay, and 
England. This fleet met with a fevere tempeft, which lafted many days, infomuch 
that the admiral’s fhip was obliged to bear away and drive before the wind, until 
dhe-arrived in a port’ at the ifland of Lancerota. ; 
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Here the Spaniards landed, and were kindly received bythe native, who treated 
them with the beft that the ifland afforded. Don Martin Ruiz de Avendano was lodged 
in the houfe of Qonzamas, the king, while he remained in the ifland. In that time 
he becarhe fo intimate with Fayna, the King’s wife, that the had a daughter by him 
named Yco. Her complexion was very fair, in comparifon of the natives: wheh of 
age, fhe was married to one of the royal family, who became King of the ifland after 
Guanarame and Tinguafaya were carried prifoners to Spain, in the fleet commanded 
by Ferdinand Peraza, in the year 1485 or 1386. By this man Yco had a fon named 
Guadarfia. After Guanarame’s death, there was a great diffention in the ifland about 
the fucceffion ; the natives infifting that Guadarfia was incapable of it, becaufe’ his 
inother Yco was not noble, being, as was fuppofed by her colour, the daughter of a 
ftranger, and not of Qonzamas the king. ‘To end the difpute, the council met, and 
came to a refolution, to fhut up Yco with three female fervants in the houfe of the 
deceafed Qonzamas, and there to fmoke them; and if the came out alive, the was to 
be declared noble, and the genuine offspring of Qonzamas. Before fhe went to the 
{mouky trial, an old woman advifed her to convey fecretly into the rooma large fpunge 
moiftened in water, and when the fmoke fhould begin to be troubleforne, to put it to 
her mouth and noftrils, and breathe in it, Yco took her advice, which fucceeded to 
her with ; for when the door of the room that was {moked was opened, the three fer- 
vants were found ftifled, and Yco alive; upon which fhe was brought forth with 
great marks of honour, and her fon Guadarfia was immediately declared King of Lan- 
cerota. This is the fame whom John de Betancour found reigning, on his firft arrival 
at that ifland. ; : 
John de Betancour, being defirous of bringing the ifland of Canaria into fubjeétion to 
him, failed thither with two fhips, and anchored at a place called Anganagen, where 
he landed all the forces which he brought with him, and marched them up the country 
in good order, and with great precaution, left they fhould: be furprifed. This was a 
neceflary meafure, as appeared afterwards ; for the natives, feeing fuch a number of 
armed men on their ifland, immediately gave the alarm to each other, and affembled 
in great numbers, headed by a King or Captain, named Artemis, and fell upon the 
Europeans with great fury and refolution,’ annoying them with ftones and darts, which 
they threw by hand with amazing dexterity, and with fuch velocity as to exceed the 
motion of thofe thrown from flings or bows. Befides thefe weapons, they had fticks 
or poles, whofe ends were hardened by fire, and fharpened, which they ufed as {pears. 
John de Betancour and his men defended themfelves with the greateft courage; but the 
attack they had to fuftain was fo rude, and the natives, with their Captain Artemis, 
preffed fo furioufly on them, that though the Europeans killed a great number of them, 
they were at length obliged to give way, and retreated in good order to the fea-fhore : 
but the natives gathering on every fide, to the number of five thoufand, purfued our 
adventurers fo clofely, that John de Betancour, finding it in vain to attempt the con- 
queft of the place with fuch an handful of men againft fuch a multitude of well-armed 
and valiant inhabitants, reimbarked with his troops, under favour of the night, in the 
beft manner he could, leaving the field of battle to his enemies, who neverthelefs bought 
their vidtory at a dear rate, having their King Artemis, with many others, killed in 
the engagement. ~ 
’ From Anganagen the fleet failed for the ifland of Palma ; but not being able to effect 
a landing, it was determined to return to Canaria, to try their fortune once more againft 
the courag eous natives, and retrieve the honour tney imagined they had loft there: but on 
their arrival they found thofe people affembled in vaft numbers to oppofe them, which 
VOL XV Is 5K _ made 
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made them il back to Fuertayentura..:It was on this expedition that John de Betan- 
cour-gave the epithet of Grand-(or Great) to the ifland of Canaria, which it retains 
to this day. — i 

-John de Betancour remained fome time in Fuertaventura, to refrefh his men, and 
cure them of their wounds. After his unfuccefsful attempt on Canaria, he could not 
pretend to try his fortune again there, for want of more foldiers; but, not enduring 
to remain idle, he determined to make an attempt on fome other ifland. To this end 
he took with him all the men that could be {pared from his garrifons of Lancergta and 
Fuertaventura, and fatled to the ifland of Gomera, where he landed at the principal 
port without oppofition, which furprifed him greatly, and made him apprehenfive of 
an ambufcade; he therefore matched flowly up the country, with the greateft pre- 
caution. Soon after he perceived the natives approaching towards him in a diforderly 
manner, without any fign of hoftility, but on the contrary with an appearance of mirth 
.and joy ; however, they came armed with darts, lances, fwords, fhields, and crefs- 
bows, which greatly perplexed him, and made him ftill more apprehenfive of danger, 
till they drew very near to him, when fome of them accofted the Europeans in the 
Spanifh tongue, which amazed and agreeably furprifed them. Both parties now began 
to converfe together freely and in a very friendly manner ; and the Europeans were 
moft courteoufly entertained by them. This behaviour of the Gomerans, the fertility 
of their ifland, the goodnefs of the’ climate, and its excellent harbour, induced Joha 
de Betancour to fpend fome time in it, in order to refrefh and ftrengthen his people. 
During his flay in Gomera the Europeans and natives lived together in the utmoft 
harmony, infomuch that thefe gave a cordial invitation to the new-comers to take up 
their refidence among them. ‘This invitation was readily accepted by Joha de Betan- 
cour, who thereupon made a divifion of lands among his followers, and determined, 
fince he had now bid adieu to his native country, to fix his refidence for the remain- 
der of his life in the pleafant ifland of Gomera. 

We mutt now enquire into the canfe of this kind reception which the Europeans met 
with from the natives, and by what means fome of the latter fo well underftood, and, 
fpoke the Spanifh language. ; 

It appears then, that about thirty years before the arrival of John de Betancour, fome. 
Spanith veflels came to Gomera, commanded by one Don Ferdinando, who landed at 
a place where the King’s brother lived: the natives attacked the Spaniards, but were 
defeated, and the King’s brother loft his life in the encounter. After this,. Don Fer- 
dinando marched in-land ; but as‘foon as Amalvige, the King-of the place, heard of 
the invafion of tHe ifland by ftrangers, and of the death of his brother, he gathered 
the natives together, and gave battle to the Spaniards, who were defeated, and pur- 
fued into a place which had only one narrow entry, fo that they could not retire but 
by throwing themfelves over the fteep cliffs that furrounded them, the iflanders having 
blocked up the paffage by which they entered with felled trees, and guarded it fo 
clofely, that the Spaniards were compelled to remain there two days without meat or 
drink. At laft Don Ferdinando found means to come to a parley with Amalvige, in 
which he fo effectually wrought upon that Prince’s compaffionate difpofition, that he 
ordered the paflage to be cleared, and conducted the ftrangers to his refidence, where 
he entertained them with great hofpitality, giving them provifions and whatever. elfe 
he could afford; in fhort, he treated them.as if no difpute had ever fubfifted.- When 
Don Ferdinando returned to his thips, which he had left in the harbour, he made 
feveral prefents to Amalvige, confifting of fwords, fhields, and_other warlike accou- 
‘ements, which were held ir great @teem by the natives: he then took leave oe his 
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benefactor, and failed away. It is faid, that before he depatttd, Amalvige was cons 
verted, and baptized with many of his people; that he was natied Ferdinando 
‘~Amalvige ; and that when the Spaniards were going away, the King begged of their 
éommander that he would leave fome perfon to initruc them in their new dottrine, 
upon which he feft a prieft, and promifed to return foon himfelf. The prieft did-not 
long furvive the departure of Don Ferdinando ;, however, by his good behaviour, in 
_ that (hort {pace of time he greatly won the affections of the natives, and baptized many 
of them. They fay it was owing'to him that John de Betancour was fo well receiféd in 
Gomera, having filled their minds with the moft favourable impreffions of the Spaniards. 
‘Who this Don Ferdinando was, cannot certainly be determined: there are two opinions 
concerning him} the one is, that he was one Don Ferdinando Ormel, a native of 
Corunna, in Gallicia, who, with feveral of his countrymen, left the fervice of the 
King of Caftille, to enter into that of the King of Portugal. About the year 
1382, he went with a fleet to fcour the coaft of Spain, fubject to Don Juan I, then 
King of Caftille, and was driven by a tempeft, with fome of his fhips, to the ifland 
of Gomera: this Don Ferdinando was father, of Don Juan Ferdinando Oxmel who was 
killed by King John'l, of Portugal, in the houfe of the Queen Donna Leonora. The 
other opinion is, that he was one Don Ferdinando de Caftro, who was in the fervice of 
King Ferdinando of Cattille, and much beloved by ‘him After that King’s death he 
went to refide in England, and cotild never more be prevailed-on to returt to his 
native country ; but we are ngt told how he. left England, or what accident brought 
him to Gomera. 

Why this ifland was called Gomera is not known, though it undoubtedly bore that 
name before the arrival of John de Betancour, which it ftill retains. er: 
Jolin de Betancour, after fettling affairs in Gomera, failed to the ifland of Hierro-or 
Ferro, and anchored in the harbour belonging to that ifland. When the natives per- 
ceiyed the fhips approaching with their white fails, they remembered the prophecy ofa 
man who had formerly lived among them, named Yore, and who was reckoned a 
foothfayer or diviner ; this man, when on his death-bed, called the natives together, 
and told them that after his death, when his flefh fhould be confumed ‘and his bones 
miduldered to duft, their god Eraoranzan-would come to them in white houfes otr’ the 
water ; and advifed them not to refift or fly from him, but to adore him, becaufe he 
was to come todo them good. ‘The natives, who placed great faith in his prediGions, 
buried him in a place apart from the reft of their dead, that his bones might afterwards 
be diftinguithed from theirs. Now feeing the fhips approach with their white fails 
fwelling on the furface of the waves, they firmly believed the prophecy was fulfilled, 
and went to the cave where Yore was buried, and there found his bones crumbled to 

duft ; upon which they ran joyfully to the fhore to receive their god Eraoranzan. 
_ When John de Betaneour anchored in the port, he took greag: care in landing his 
men, for fear of being overpowered by the iflanders, who were crowding to the 
water-fide ; but finding that they were unarmed, and fhewed no figns of hoftility, 
he approached them, and was received with every demonftration of “joy and 
friendthip: thenatives conduéted the Europeans to their houfes, and treated them with: 
the belt of every thing they had. John de Betancour having thus got footing in Hierro, 
gave thanks to God for his fuccefs, and that no blood had been {pilt on the occafion. 
He ftaid there fome days to refrefh his people, and then returned to Fuertaventura, after 
leaving in Hierro a mixed garrifon, compofed of Bifcayners, French, and Flemings, 
under the command of one Lazaro, a Bifcayner, to whom he gave a {trict charge to 
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behave to the natives with indulgence; and'to ufé all poffible means to mftru then. i 
the faith and Wodtrine of the Church of:Rome.. : 

. The name of thisifland, before the arrival of John de Betancour, was Efero, which 
fignifies, in the language of its ancient inhabitants, Strong : when the Spaniards fhewed 
them iron, they found-it exceeding every thing in ftrength, therefore they called it 
Efero ; and afterwards, when they began to {peak the Caftillian language, they called 
iron indifferently by the name of E/ero, or Hierro, which laft is the Spanifh word for 
that metal ; fo that they at la{t tranflated the real name of the ifland Efero into the’ 
Spanifh one Hierro, which it retains to this day. But the Portuguefe and fome others 
following their own diale&, call it Ferro: and fome will have it, that the natives 
called it Fer; though there is no proof for this affertion. x 

The four iflands, Lancerota, Fuertaventura, Gomera, and Hierro, being now con- 
quered, the natives converted, and order eftablifhed among them, John de Betancour, 
after taking fome repofe, began to think ferioufly of retrieving his honour, which-he 
imagined had been fullied by the unfuccefsful attack on Canaria; and to avenge him- 
felf on the natives for the lofs of fo many brave foldiers as had fallen in that ex- 
pedition. ‘ : is 

Accordingly, in November 1406, he muftered all his forces, embarked with them, 
and failed for Canaria. But fearing his fhips might be defcried by the natives of that 
ifland, he avoided approaching the coaft till evening ; when, under favour of the night, 
he anchored in the port of Gando, and that he might not alarm the Canarians, dif- 
embarked his men filently, placed fome parties in ambufh, and prepared for an attack. 
by_day-break. However, the Canarians having, fince the firft invafion of their ifland, 
kept a conftant look-out for the approach of an enemy (and fhips may be feen from. 
the tops of the high mountains of Canaria at a great diftance), he found his {chemes 
all fruftrated ; for, the evening before, the natives had difcovered his fleet, and were 
prepared to give thofe difturbers of their repofe a warm reception: accordingly, when 
the Europeans difembarked in the night, they watched all their motions, unperceived 
by them; and after having formed counter-ambufaades, they gave a great fhout, as a 
fignal for the attack, and fell fuddenly upon Betancour and his men with fuch impe- 
tuofity that they were put to the rout, great numbers being killed and wounded. Had 
it not been for John de Betancour’s remarkable prefence of mind in rallying his men 
for a retreat, joined with the courage and difcipline of his troops, not one of thofe 
that had landed could have efcaped ; and, after all, it was with the greateft difficulty 
they regained their fhips. This repulfe obliged John de Betancour, againft his will, 
to'return back with his troops to his iflands of Lancerota and Fuertaventura, where he 
remained fome time, inconfolable for his bad fuccefs, notwithftanding all the people 
could do to divert his grief, fo much was he vexed with this difappointment. But 
time, which conquers every thing, got the better of his uneafinefs, and at length to- 
tally diffipated it, {o"that he began to contrive how to repair his bad fortune. After - 
anxioufly revolving many {chemes in his mind for that end, he determined upon one, 
which was that o going again to Spain, to folicit afliftance from the King of Caftille, 
Don Henry III, by whofe aid he had been enabled to conquer the iflands of Fuertaven- 
tura, Gomera, and Hierro; and was the more encouraged to hope for fuccefs from 
the many conneCtions and relations which he had at the court of Caftille. , He then 
fent for the chiefs of the four iflands, natives as well as Europeans, to whom he opened. 
his mind at large, concerning his intended voyage to Spain, and his projet of fub- 
duing the other three iflands, efpecially Canaria, where they had been hitherto fo . 

grievoufly 


OLAS's HISTORY OF THE CANARY ISLANDS > By 


gtievonfly. baffled ; telling them, at the fame time, that he: hoped fhortly to return 
with large fupplies of men, money, fhipping, and other neceffaries : mezeover he pro- 
mifed to go to Rome, to requeft of the Pope to fend over a Bifhop to take care of 
their fouls. He, above all things, recommended to them to live in amity and concord 
during his abfence ; and gave them’ fome neceffary inftruGtions in relatiqn to the pre- 
ferving peace with the natives ; acquainting them at the fame time that he intended to 
make his nephew, Mafon de Betancour, Governor of the iflands in his abfence, of 
whofe prudence and good-will towards them all he was well aflured; and tht he 
would protect and befriend every one to the utmott of his power. He then proceeded 
to make a partition of lands, referving to himfelf the fifth part of the produce of the 
four iflands ; but declared to the Europeans who had affifted him in conquering them, 
that he would deprive them of go part of their prefent poffeffions till after the expira- 
tion of nine years. This exemption he intended as a reward for their fidelity and the 
hardfhips which they had endured in his fervice. As to Mafon de Betancour, le made 
over to him the third part of his fifth of the produce of the iflands, and declared him. 
fole inheritor of the whole after his death. He gave him orders to build two churches, 
one in Lancerota, in the valley and village of Teguis, which is named St. Mary de 
Betancour ; and the other in Fuertaventura, called the church of St. Mary, from which 
the valley and village fo called take their names. ‘ 
The government of the conquered iflands being thus fettled, John de Betancour 
gathered all the orchilla*, goat fkins, tallow, and flaves which he could procure, em- 
barked them in three fhips, and fet fail, leaving another fhip in Lancerota to load with 
- orchilla, which he ordered his nephew to fend to Italy. He arrived fafe at the: 
of St, Lucar de Baremeda, where he was received by the Count de Nieble, Don Henry 
de Guzman, father of the firlt Duke of Medina Sidonia, with whom he ftaid a fhort 
time td refrefh himfelf after the fatigue of his voyage, and then went to the court of 
Caftille, where he was gracioufly received by Queen Catherine, widow of Henry III- 
and the Infant Don Ferdinando, then guardians to the young Prince Don John. They 
were greatly pleafed to hear from his own mouth an account of the Canary *Iflands, 
with his adventures there, ‘They promifed him their affiftance in reducing thofe which 
remained unconquered, made him many valuable prefents, and furnifhed him with an 
equipage and every thing neceflary for his journey to Rome at their own expence. 
After remaining fome time in that city, where he faw every thing remarkable, he went 
to Avignon to wait on Pope Benedi& XIII, who, at his requeft, appointed a Bifhop for 
the Canary Iflands, with the title of Bithop of Rubican : this was one Albert, a Francif- 
can Friar, and native of Seville in Spain, brother to Guillen Peraza, of whom we thalk 
have occafion to make mention hereafter. From Avignon our adventurer went to his 
own houfe of Betancour, in Normandy, to vifit his relations, and to fettle fome differences: 
with his brother Reynald de Betancour, concerning his lands in that country : from: 

- thence he went to Granville, where he fell fick and died, in the year 1408, aged feventy 
years, eight of which he had employed in the conqueft of the Fortunate Hands. His 
body was interred in the great chapel of Granville ; and having no children, Lis poffe{- 
fions in Normandy fell to his brother Reynald, otherwife Morlet de Betancour. 


* This is a weed which grows on the rocks by the fea-fhore of the Canary Iflands, and.other places-in 
the fame climate. sf 
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BOOK II. 


OF the Etymology of the Word Canaria, &c. 


TN the foregoing book we find that John de Betancour name this ifland Gran Canaria, 
adding the epithet Grand to its former name Canaria, He did not this on account of 
its fize (for. it is not the largeft of the Canary Iflands), but becaufe of the ftrength, 
courage, and number of its inhabitants, who baffled all his attempts to fubdue them. 
But how it came by the name Canaria is not eafy to determine ; for fince thofe iflands 
were known by the name of the Fortunate Iflands, this has always retained its proper 
name, Canaria. Pliny fays, that this ifland was named Canaria on account of its 
abounding with dogs of a very large fize, two of which were prefented to Juba, Kipg 
of Mauritania. This opinion, however, feems to want foundation; for it is natural to 
fuppofe that thefe'dogs would have increafed greatly fince Pliny’s time, whereas on the 
contrary, when the Europeans came to Canaria they found not any dogs on the ifland. 
Other authors (among whom are Francifco de Tamara, in his Cuftoms of all N ations ; 
and Homara, in his General Hiftory of the Indies) affirm that this ifland is called 
Canaria from the natives eating, like dogs, raw flefh in great quantities ; but. this af- 
fertion is falfe; for the natives ate fleth very moderately, and never raw. It is true, 
indeed, they only half roafted it; and the reafon they gave to the Spaniards, at the 
time of the conqueft, for this kind of cookery, was, that the juice of the meat is its 
fubftance, confequently the beft and moft proper nourithment for men. 

My author gives two opinions concerning the name Canaria, which indeed appear 
more probable than either of the foregoing. 

:The fir is, that in Canaria there are a great many thorny buthes, which bear fruit 
of a red colour, called in Latin, Uva Canina, i.e. Dog’s Grape. Thofe who difcovered: 
this ifland in the time of the Romans, feeing fuch a number of thofe buthes, might 
from them name the ifland Canaria. 

The fecond opinion is, that it is named Canaria becaufe it abounds with an herb, 
called, in Latin, Canaria (but in the Caftillian language Triguera), which the dogs eat 
in the {pring, to caufe themfelves to vomit or purge. When people fend-their horfes 
to the field to graze, they take care to prevent their feeding in places where much of 
this herb grows, as it caufeth a great increafe of blood in them, and that fo fuddenly 
as to fubjec&t them to danger of fuffocation. He adds, that in the fkirts of Mount 
Atlas, in Africa, there is a tribe of Africans called Canarios, who, perhaps, firft dif. 
covered and peopled this ifland, and called it after their own name. But after all 
thofe opinions, he does not inform us what name the natives called the ifland by, which 
is certainly a great omiffion ; however, by his manner of treating the etymology of the - 
name, it is to be fuppofed he took it for granted that they themfelves called their 
ifland Cararia. : 

Pliny makes mention of a people called Canarii, who dwelt beyond Mount Atlas*, 
and bordering upon the country of the Peroéfi Ethiopians. 

Ptolemy the geographer calls Cape Blanco, in Africa, or fome other cape on that coalt, 
fronting the Canary Iflands, Ganaria Extrema: and the Blacks, who now live on the 
banks of the river Senegal, call all that country between that river and Mount Atlas, 


* This country is that part of Africa adjacent to the Canary Iflands. 
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Gannar. - Formerly they knew more of it than at prefent, which I hall have occafiow 
to prove in the defcription of that country. . 
From this fimilitude of names one would be naturally led to believe that the natives 
“of the ifland Canaria and thofe of.the neighbouring continent of Africa, were one and’ 
the fame people. For Pliny was certainly mifinformed when he related, that the 
Canarii bordering upon the Peroefi Ethiopians, were fo called from their living in 
fellowfhip with dogs, and fharing. with, and devouring like them, the bowels of wild 
beafts. By 

When the Europeans came firft to Gran Canaria, that ifland was fuppofed to cbntain 
no lefs than fourteen thoufand fighting men; but a great ficknefs or plague prevailing 
amongft them fome time after, it {wept away two-thirds of the inhabitants. They were 
of a dark complexion, like the natives of Lancerota and Fuertaventura, well propor- 
tioned, and of a good ftature; ative,. warlike, cheerful, good-natured, and_ ftrictly 
faithful to their promifes, infomuch that they confidered a lye as the greatéft of crimes. 
They were very fond of hazardous enterprizes, fuch as climbing to the top of fleep. 
precipices, to pitch poles of fo great a weight, that one of them was a fufficient burden 
for a man of common ftrength to carry on level ground. The Spaniards affirm that 
the devil affifted them in placing thefe‘poles, that others, attempting the like might 
fall down headlong and be deftroyed. . My author fays, he believes this to be true; 

_ and that the devil appeared to them in the fhape of an-animal refembling a. fhock dog, 
and fometimes in other figures, which the natives call Tibicenas. 

‘The Canarians had nobility among them, who were diftinguifhed from the vulgar 
by the peculiar cut of their hair and beards. It was not fufficient to entitle a_man. to: 
nobility, that he was the offspring of noble or rich parents ; but he was to be formally 
declared noble by the Faycag, a perfonm of great rank, and next in dignity to the 


Guanarteme, whofe bufinels it was to. decide differences ameng the natives and regu- | 
2 


late the ceremonies of their religion: in fhort, he was a pr and aéted alfo asa 
judge in civil affairs. Their manner of conferring nobility was very fingular: at a 
determined time of life, the fon of a nobleman let his hair grow long ; and when he 
found he had ftrength fufficient to bear the fatigues of war, he went to the Faycag, 
and faid, *¢ I am fuch an one, the fon of fuch a nobleman, and defire to be ennobled 
* alfo.” ‘Upon which the Faycag went to the town or village where the young man 


wag brought up, and there aflembled all the nobles and others of that place, whom: 


he made to fwear folemnly by Acoran, their god, to declare the truth concerning 
him. He then afked them, if they had ever feen the youth demezn himfelf fo far as 
to drefs victuals or to go into the folds to look after fheep or goats, and whether he 
was ever known to milk or kill them: if they knew any thing of his ftealing cattle, 
or forcibly taking,them away from the. owners in time of peace ; whether he was gny 
way difcourteous, ill-tongued, or guilty of any indecent behaviour, efpecially to womens. 
- If to thefe queftions they all anfwered in the negative, then the Faycag cut the youth’s 
hair in a round form, and fo fhort as not to hang beneath his ears; then giving into 
his hand a ftaff or pole called Magade, declared him ncble. But, on the other hand, 
if the ftanders-by could charge him with any of thofe things, of which the Faycag had 
interrogated them, and bring fufficient proof thereof, then inftead of being declared 
noble, the Faycag fhaved his head, and fent him away in difgrace, by which he was 
rendered incapable of nability, and remained ever after a plebeian, a 
In their wars they held it as bafe and mean to moleft or injure the women and 
children of the enemy, confidering them as weak and helplefs, therefore improper objects 
of their refentment : neither did they throw dgwn or damage the houfes of ee 
x iS 


> 
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““*PHe wedpons ufed by the Canarians ift war, were clubs, which they called Modagiss 
_ and fharp-pdigted poles, hardened by fire, and thefe they named Amodagas. But 
“‘gfter'the Europeans began to invade their ifland, they made targets in imitation of 
‘theirs; and fwords of Te-a, or pitch-pine, the edges of which were hardened by fire, 
‘and tempered in fuch a manner that they cut like fteel. 
-Befides thefe, they had many other weapons, taken at different times from the Euro- 
peans, and which they carefully preferved, and made good ufe of, in the day of battle. 
But their chief ftrength lay in the before-mentioned Amodagas or wooden fpears, 
and ftones, which théy threw with great force and dexterity. , * 
They had public places fet apart for fighting duels, in which were eminences or 
Stages, raifed for the combatants to fight on, that they might be the more eafily ob- 
ferved by all the {pectators. When a challenge was given and accepted, the parties 
went to the Council of the ifland, called in the Canarian language Sabor, (which con- 
fifted of twelve members called Gayres) for a licence to fight, which was eafily obtained. 
“Then they went to the Faycag to have this licence confirmed ; which being done, they 
gathered together all their relations and friends, not to aflift them (for thofe people 
Tooked on with the fame compofure as if the combat had been between two beafts *), 
but to be fpeétators of their gallantry and behaviour. The company then repaired to 
the public place, or theatre, where the combatants mounted upon two ftones, placed 
at the oppofite fides of it, each ftone being flat at top, and about half a yard in diameter. 
on thefe they ftood faft without moving their feet, till each had thrown three ‘round 
ftones at his antagonift. Though they were good markfmen, yet they generally avoided 
thofe miflive weapons by the agile writhing of their bodies. Then arming themfelves 
with tharp flints in their left hands, and cudgels or clubs in their right, they drew near 
and fell on, beating and cutting each other till they were tired ; when the parties, by 
confent, retired with their friends, to eat and drink, but foon after returned to the 
fcene of action, and renewed the engagement, cudgelled and cut each other with great 
dexterity as before, until the Gayres called out Gama! Gama! (i. e. Enough! Enough! 
or Give over !) when they immediately left off, and ever after remained good friends. 
Sf during the time of the combat, one of the parties happened to break his cudgel, 
then the other immediately defifted from ftriking, and fo the difpute ended, and the 
parties were reconciled, neither of them being declared victor. Thofe duels were gene- 
rally fought.on public feftivals, rejoicings, or fuch like occafions, which drew together - 
a great concourfe of people, when the combatants had an opportunity to difplay their 
dexterity, ftrengths and valour. Thefe {peCtacles made a great impreffion on the minds 
of the youth, exciting in them a fpirit of emulation to excel in gallant feats. If either 
of the combatants happened to be deeply wounded, they beat a rufh till it became like 
tow, and dipping it in melted goats butter, applied it to the wound, as hot as the 
patient could bear it: the older the butter was, the fooner it effected a cure. 


e : 
Of their Marriages, Manner of educating their Children, of their Worfbip, their Oaths, 
oo and their Habits. 


NONE of the Canarians had more than one wife, and the wife one hufband, con- 
trary to what fome mifinformed authors affirm. When the parents were inclined to 
marry their daughter, they fet her apart thirty days, durmg which they fed her 


* The Spaniards, and many other Europeans, when challenge, do not fight in earneft before a 
‘multitude ae fpe€tators, like the Englith, when they box publicly in the {treets: therefore my author (being 


a Spaniard) makes the above remark. ee 
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with large quantities of milk and goffio, in order to. fatten her ; for they imagined 

lean women wese lefs capable of conceiving children than thofe who were fat. It has 

_ alfo been faid, that the night before the bride was prefented to her hulband, fhe was 
delivered to the Guanarteme, who, if he did not chufe to lie with her himfelf, gave her 
to the Faycag, or to fome other noble perfon of his intintate acquaintance, to enjoy her : 
but the prefent natives deny that fuch a cuftom ever exifted among their anceftors, 
They were very careful in the education of their children, and never failed to chattife 
them when they did amifs. It was alfo cuftomary to propofe two of the youth as 
examples for the reft, the one of virtue, the other of vice; and when a child did any 
thing to difpleafe its parents, they told it that fuch an aétion was like thofe of the 
perfon fet up as a bad example; on the other hand, when.they did any thing praife- 
worthy, it was commended, and told that fuch behaviour was amiable, and refembled 
that of the good perfon. This fort of inftru€tion had the defired effect, by raifing the 
fpirit of emulation among the youth to excel in virtuous actions. . 

“The Canarians had among them religious women, called Magadas, a number of 
whom lived together in one houfe. There were many of thofe houfes in Canaria, which 
were held facred ; and criminals who fled to any of them, were protected from the 
officers of juftice. The Magadas were diftinguifhed from other women by their long 
white garments, which {wept the ground as they walked. The convents or houfes in 
which they dwelt were called Tamoganteen Acoran {i. e. houfes of god); but houfes 
of worfhip were called by the Canarians Almogaren (i, e. temples or holy houfes); they 
were daily {prinkled with the milk of goats from whom they did not take,the kids, and 
which were fet apart for giving milk for that purpofe.’ ‘They held that this Acoran 
dwelt on high, and governed every thing on the earth. They adored him by putting 
their hands together, and lifting them towards heaven. 

In the ifland there are two rocks, one in the diftri&t of Galdar, named Tirmac; the 
other in Telde, called Vinicaya *. To thefe rocks they went in proceffion in times of 
public calamity, accompanied by the religious women called Magadas, carrying in 
their hands branches of palm-trees, and veffels filled with milk and butter, which they 
poured on the rocks, dancing round them, and finging mournful fongs like dirges, or 
what the Spaniards call Endechas; from thence they went to the fea-fide, and all at 
once and with one accord ftruck the water forcibly with their rods, fhouting together 
at the fame time with a very loud voice. Their divifion of time was not by days, 
weeks, and years, as with us, but they reckoned by moons. 

The habit of the Canarians was a tight coat, with a hood to it like that of a Capuchin 
Friar ; it reached down to the knees, and was girded about the waift with a leather 
ftrap or girdle. This garment was made of a fort of rufh, which they beat until it 
‘was quite foft like flax, and then divided the filaments and wove them together. Over 
this they wore cloaks of goat fkins, with the hairy fide outwards in fummer, and in- 

. wards in winter. They alfo wore caps made of the fkins of guats, iaken off almoft 
entire, which they placed in fuch a manner on their heads that they had a goat’s beard 
hanging under each ear, which they fometimes tied under the chin. All thefe gare 
ments were neatly fewed and painted, and in every other refped ‘much more curious 
than thofe of the natives in the other iflands. Some wore bonnets of tkins, adorned 
with feathers. ‘Their fhoes were made of raw hides, like thofe in Lancerota and Fuer- © 
taventura, * 


* They {wore by thele rocks, and thofe oaths were very folema, 
VOI, XVle 5N - They - 
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They had public houfes, or rooms, in which they dffembled to dance and fing. 
The Canarian dance is ftill in ufe in thefe iflands, and is called Grnario: its ftep is 
quick and fhort. Their fongs were either dirges or amorous fonnets, fet to grave and 
platative tunes. 


Of their Punifoments, Employments, and Manner of living. 


THE Canarians were remarkable for their good government, regularity, and ftric 
adminiftration of juftice. When a man committed a crime deferving of death, they 
apprehended him and put him in prifon, where he was tried, and immediately upon 
conviction they led him to the place of execution, which was the fame where they ufed 
to feaft, wreftle, and fight duels. Here the delinquent was ftretched on the ground, 
and his head placed on a flat ftone; then the executioner, who was a man fet apart 
for that office, taking up a large heavy ftone, and lifting it as high as he could, he 
fuddenly let it fall on the criminal’s head. But for crimes that were not worthy of 
death, they ufed the Lex Talionis, eye for eye, tooth for tooth, &c. 

_ None of the Canarians exercifed the trade of a butcher except the dregs of the 
people. This.employment was accounted fo ignominious, that they would not fo 
much as allow one of that profeffion to enter into any of their houfes, or to touch any 
thing belonging to them. It was made unlawful for the butchers even to keep com- 
pany with any but thofe of their own profeflion ; and when they wanted any thing of 
another perfon, they were obliged to carry a ftaff with them, and point at what they 
wanted, ftanding at a confiderable diftance. Asa recompence for this abject ftate; 
the natives were obliged to fupply the butchers with every thing they had occafion for. 
It was not lawful for any Canarian, except the butchers, to kill cattle: when any 
perfon wanted his beaft, &c. to be killed, he was obliged to lead it to the public fham- 
bles, but was not allowed to enter himfelf ; and this prohibition extended even to the 
‘women and children. 

The houfes in Gran Canaria were built of ftone, without cement, but fo neat and 
regular that they made a beautiful appearance. At the top they laid wooden beams 
or rafters, very clofe to each other, and covered them with earth. ‘The walls of thefe 
houfes were very low, and the floors funk lower than the level of the ground on which . 
they ftood, being fo contrived for the advantage of warmth in the winter feafon. 
Their beds and bedding were goat {kins dreffed in the hair, after a moft curious 
manner. Their other furniture confifted of bafkets, and mats of palm-leaves and 
rufhes, made extremely neat, and very ingenioufly wrought. There were among 
them people whofe fole occupation was to build houfes and manufacture mats, &c. 
‘The women in general were employed in painting and dying; and in the proper feafon 
they very carefully gathered the flowers, fhrubs, &c. from which they extratted the. 
feveral colours. ‘The threads they ufed for fewing and other purpofes were made of 
the fprinsy nerves or tendons of the loins of fheep, goats, or fwine, with which they 
were fupplied by the butchers. Thefe they firft anointed with butter, and afterwards 
prepared by fire in fuch a manner that they could fplit them into fine threads at their 
pleafure. ‘Their needles were made of bone, and their fifh-hooks of horn. All their 
veffels ufed in cookery were made of clay, hardened by the fun, which they called 
Ganigos. ‘Their wealth confifted chiefly in goats, which they called Aridaman ; and 
fome fheep, which they called Taharan: they had alfo hogs, which they named Ta- 

9 guacen. 
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guacen. Their common food was barley-meal roafted, which they ealled Goffio, and 
eat with milk or goats fefh. When they made a feaft, they dreffed Phis latter with 
hog’s lard or butter, and this difh they called Tamazanona. Their barley, which they 
called Afamotan *, they ground with a hand-mill. The following is the manner in 
which they ploughed their lands ; about twenty people affembled together, each having 
a wooden inftrument (not unlike a hoe) with a fpur or tooth at the end of it, on which 
they fixed a goat’s hom; with this they broke the ground, and afterwards took care, 
if the rain came not in its proper feafon, to moiften it with water, which they brought 
by canals from the rivulets. The women gathered in the corn, of which they reaped 
only the ears: thefe they threfhed with fticks, or beat with their feet, and then win- 
nowed in their hands. 

Their only fruits were vicacorras, mocanes, and wild dates; and fome time before 
the conqueft of their ifland, they had figs: green figs they call Archormafe, and dried 
ones Tehaunenen. Their poor lived by the fea-coaft, chiefly on fifh which they catched 
in the night-time, by making a blaze on the water with torches of pitch-pine. In the 
day-time, whenever they difcovered a fhoal of fardinas, a {mall fifh refembling herrings 
or pilchards, a great number of men, women, and children waded into the fea, and 
fwirming beyond the fhoal, chafed the fifh towards the fhore ; then with a net, made 
of a tough kind of rufh, they enclofed and drew them to land, and there made an 
equal divifion of their prize: in doing this, every woman in the company who had 
young children, received a fhare for each; or if fhe happened to be with child, the 
received a fhare for the child in her womb. 

When any of their nobles died, they brought out the corpfe and placed it in the 
fun, took out the bowels and entrails, which they wafhed, and then buried in the 
earth: the body they dried, and fwathed round ‘with bandages of goat fkins, and then 
fixed it upright in a cave, cloathed with the fame garments which the deceafed wore 
when alive. But if no proper cave was at hand, they carried the dead body to one of - 
thofe ftony places now called Mal Paices, where, levelling the ground and fixing the: ’ 
{mall loofe ftones, they made a coffin of very large ones, placed fo as not to touch the 
body ; then they took another large ftone, two yards in length, wrought into a round 
form, and with this they clofed the coffin, and afterwards filled up the niche between 
the top of the round {tone and the outer part of the fides of the coffin with fmall ftones, 

-in fo neat a manner, that every one who beholds them muft be furprifed at the in- 
genuity of this people. Some of their dead bodies were put into chefts, and after. 
wards depofited in a kind of ftone fepulchres, There were certain perfons among 
them whole profeffion it was, and who were fet apart for the purpcfe of preparing the 
dead bodies burial, and making up the tombs. 

The lower clafs of people were buried in the Mal Paices, in holes covered with dry 
ftones ; and, excepting thofe bodies which were placed upright in the caves, all the 
others were laid with their heads towards the north. 


6 


* J have reafon to believe that by my author’s negligence thefe two words are tranfpofed ; T'amazanona 
fignifying Barley, and Afamotan, the above pea ke i 
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Of the Yiand of Palma, and of the ancient Inbabitants thereof; their Manners, 
ie Cuftoms, Worfbip, Fc. 


T is not pofitively known how this ifland came firft to be called Palma. In all pro- 
bability it received this name from the Europeans at the time of their difcovering it, 
for the natives called it Benahoare, which in their language fignifies My Country*. 
‘When the Europeans firft landed on this ifland, it produced no fort of corn, or 
eatable roots, excepting the roots of fern, of which the natives made meal (as the 
inhabitants of this and fome other of the Canary Iflands do to this day), and alfo- of 
the feed of a tree or fhrub called Amagante. Both thefe forts of meal they ate mixed 
with milk or broth; Their other forts of food were fieth of goats, fheep, and hogs, 
which they ate either roafted or boiled. ‘The fkins of. the two firft ferved them for 
' cloathing, and of the latter they made fhoes. The weapon they ufed in war was a 
- ftaff or pole, tharpened at the point and hardened by fire, which they called Moca. 


Of the Ifand of Thenerife or Tenerife. 


THE next ifland was named Thenerife, or the White Mountain, by the natives of 
Palma; Thener, .in their language, fignifying a Mountain, and Ife, White: the Pike, 
or fummit of Thenerife being always covered with fnow. This name has been con- 
tinued’ to it by the Spaniards ever fince; but the natives called-it Chineche, and 
themfelves Vincheni: how the Spaniards came to give them the name of Guanches, is 
not known. 


An Inquiry concerning the Origin of the Natives of the Canary Iflands. 


PLINY fays, * There are no inhabitants in the Fortunate Iflands.”” And in another 
place he fays, ‘* in Canaria are veftiges of buildings, which teftify that it was for- 
“© merly inhabited.” 

Plutarch’s Fortunate Iflands were alfo peopled, according to his account of them ; 
for he fays in one place, “¢ The foil is fo abundantly fruitful, that it produces {pon- 
“ taneoufly plants and fruits, for ufe and delicacy, {ufficient to anfwer the wants and 
“< delight the palates of the inhabitants.” Defcribing the teraperature of the climate, 
he fays; “ It is firmly believed even by the barbarous natives themfelves, that this is 
“ the feat of the Bleffed.” 


* When the Spaniards afked the meaning of the word Benahoare, the natives would naturally anfwer, 
© This Place, cur Land, my Country, this Ifland, er our Dwelling-place ? but I have reafon to imagine 
that it did not literally fignify My Country. f 

= I 
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If thefe ilands were formerly inhabited, what became of the natives afterwards? 
_for Madeira and Porto Santo, when difcovered by the Portugueze, were utterly dee 
ftitute of inhabitants. It muft have been,owing to fome uncommon event, that all thefe 
people abandoned their native country, without {6 much as leaving a fingle family be- 
hind. But if they perithed in the ifland, it is ftill more extraordinary ; for ,we never 
heard of the whole inhabitants of any country being deftroyed without exception, by 
war, famine, peftilence, or any other calamity. If I may be allowed to guefs at the 
caufe of this depopulation, we muft obferve that almoft two thirds of each of the Canary 
Tflands are now covered with calcined rocks, pumice-ftones, and black duft or afhes, . 
which have formerly been thrown out from volcanoes, the remains of which are ftill to 
be feen in every one of thofe iflands. : 

I do not think it improbable, that many of the natives might have been deftroyed 
by thofe violent eruptions; and that the remainder, being terrified, abandoned their 
country, and went in queft of new habitations : but where’ they went, is a queftion 
not eafily folved; though fome writers affert, that they pafled over to America: but 
this is mere conjecture. 

From two pailages in the Nubian Geographer, it would feem that there were inha- 
bitants in the Canary Iflands, Madeira, or Po to Santo, fome time after the conqueft 
of Spain by the Moors, and before the Spaniards expelled the Moors from Lifbon, in 
1147. Of this the reader may judge for himfelf, as I fhall here tranfcribe thofe 

aflages. 
: Part L Of the Third Climate. “ In this fea is alfo the ifland of two brothers, 
* magicians; the one of which is called Sciarraham, and the other Sciaram. 

« This port is oppofite to Afafi*, and is at fo {mall a diftance from it, that, whem 
“ the air on the fea is clear and free from clouds, you can difcern fmoke on the Con- 
«© tinent. ‘There is alfo in this fea an ifland of fheep, which is large and covered with 
« a dark cloud {; in which ifland are innumerable fheep, but fmall, and their flefh 
« extremely bitter to the tafte, and unfit for food: and this likewife appears from the 
“ relation of the Almaghrurin (Wanderers).” a 

Part I. Of the Fourth Climate. “ Oppofite to Lifbon (which is fituated on the 
* coaft of the Dark Sea), on the South bank of the river 1s the caftle of Almaaden 
“ (of treafure), fo called from gold which is thrown out after a ftorm at fea. From 
« Lifbon went. out Almaghrurin (the Wanderers), whg attempted the Dark Sea, to 
«© make difcoveries : and from them a path in the town, not far from the lake, takes 
“ its name, which it will retain to lateft ages. 2 

“ And this is their hiftory. Eight men, who were coufins, having built a merchant- 
« fhip, and provided it with water and neceflary provilions for feveral months, began 
« their voyage as foon as the eaft wind began to blow: and when they had failed 
« almoft eleven days, with a fair wind, they came at laft to a certain fea, whofe 
« thick waters had a difagreeable {mell, where there were many rocks and a dufky 
«* light: wherefore, being afraid of certain fhipwreck, they altered their courfe, and. 


* That this is Azaffi in Barbary is beyond all doubt, as may be feen by what he fays’ thereof in the 
defcription of the kingdom of Morocco: although Porto Santo isnot fo near the Continent as he repre- 
fents it, yet it is exa@ly, as he fays, fronting Afafi, or oppofite to it. 

+ Thisranfwers exaéily to the gloom or cloud that furrounded Madeira, when difcovered by the Por- 
tugueze, and which made them afraid to venture near it. The iflands Tenerife, Palma, and Madeira 
appear at a diftance (when the trade-wind blows) like thick dark clouds. Madeira was full of woods when 
difcovered, which no doubt attracted the vapours, and made it appear more gloomy, : 

“ filing. 


824. GLAS’s HISTORY OF THE CANARY ISLANDS. ce 
> 


“ failing twelve days to the fouth, they -landed upon an iffand of fheep, or cattle, 
‘* where innumerable flocks ftrayed without a fhepherd or guide. Here they found. 
“a fountain of running water, which .was over-fhadowed by a wild fig-tree. And 
“* having caught fome fheep, or cattle, they killed them ; but perceiving their’ fleth fo 
“ bitter that it could not be eaten, they only took their fkins, After this, failing alfo 
“twelve days at the fouth, they defcried at a diftance a certain ifland, and eeing 
“ habitations and cultivated lands, they failed near to it, to make farther difcoveries. 
** But not long after, they were furrounded with boats, taken prifoners, and conduted, 
“ together with their fhip, to a certain town fituated on the fea coaft ; where when 
* they arrived they faw reddifh men, with thin and long hair, and tall in ftature; the 
* women were alfo furprifingly beautiful. They were kept there for three days, in a 
“ certain houfe; but on the fourth day a man came to them, and afked them, in 
“¢ Arabic, concerning their condition, for what they came, and to whom they belonged? 
«« ‘When they had told him all their ftory, he promifed happy things to them, and at 
“ the fame time told them he was thé King’s interpreter. Wherefore, the next day, 
* being brought to the King, and interrogated by him about the fame things which 
«* the interpreter had afked, they told the King the fame ftory which they had told the 
“ interpreter the day before; that they had ventured to fea to difcover whatever was 
« remarkable or wonderful in it, and to penetrate to its ufmoft bounds. The King 
“ hearing thefe things, laughed, and faid to the interpreter, Tell thefe men, that m 
«* father commanded fome of his fubjeéts to fail this fea ; and they failed by its bread! 
“* a whole month, fo that the light failed them altogether, and fo their voyage was 
« vain and ufelefs. Moreover, the King commanded the interpreter to promife good 
“ things in his name to thefe people, and to bid them put their, confidence in him. 
“ They were then conduéted back to the place of their confinement, and detained . 
«* there till the weft wind began to blow. Then being put into a boat, with their eyes 
** bound, they were fent to fea; where, according to their relation, they remained 
¢ three days and nights: at length they arrived at the Continent, where they were 
“© put on fhore, with their hands tied behind their backs, and thus left to fhift for 
themfelves. In this condition they lay till day-break, during which time they fuf- 
fered the greateft uneafinefs from being bound fo tight. But at length hearing a 
noife of human voices, they altogether called aloud for help; when fome people 
approaching, and feeing them in this miferable condition, enquired of them the 
caufe : thefe people (who were barbarians) afked them if they knew how far they 
were from their own country? To which they replied, they could not tell. Upon 
“ this they were told that it was two months travel. The commander of thefe un- 
‘« fortunate men hearing this, burft out into this exclamation, Va Asfi! i. e. Alas! 
“ what we fuffer! and the place has ever fince been called Asfi. It is a harbour in 
* the weftermoft part of the coaft, of which we have already made mention.” 

As the Nubian Geographer had not the above-mentioned account from the adven- 
turers themfelves, we may reafonably conclude that we have not the relation of the 
voyage exactly as it was performed : but if there is any truth in it at all, the ifland 
where the voyagers were blind-folded, and from thence fent to Azaffi, can be no other 
than one of the Canary Iflands, Madeira, or Porto Santo, all which lie within three 
days fail of Azaffi. : 

Of all thofe iffands, Fuertaventura bids faireft for the ifland of the two brothers, 
magicians, becaufe in clear weather it may be perceived from the continent of that part 
of Africa fituated to the fouth-weft of Azaffi. . 
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Now as Azaffi was at that time the remoteft fea-port ‘town to the fouth-weft, it is 
probable that the natives of the continent oppofite to Fuertaventura, ébming to Azafii 
to trade, might inform the inhabitants of that town, that from their coaft they always, 
in clear weather, obferved an ifland, This will account for our author’s faying, 
“This port looks towards Azaffi, and is at fo fmall a diftance from it, that, when 
“ the air on the feais clear and free from clouds, you can difcern fmoke on the 
« Continent.” : ; 

I fhall now proceed to give fome account of the original of thofe people defcribed 
in-the foregoing Hiftory of the Difcovery and Conquelt of the Canary lands. The 
author of that Hiftory has written no lefs than three folio pages to confute an opinion, 
held by fome, that the natives of the Canaries were the defcendants of the ten tribes of 
Ifrael that were carried into captivity by the Affyrians. 

His own opinion is, that they came from Mauritania; and this he founds on the 

refemblance of names of places in Africa and in the iflands; for, fays he, “ Telde, 
«¢ which is the name of the oldeft habitation in Canaria, Orotava, and Tegefte, are 
* all names which we find given to places in Mauritania and in Mount Atlas. 
It is to be fuppofed that Canaria, Fuertaventura, and Lancerota, were peopled by | 
the Alarbes, who are’ the nation moft efteemed in Barbary ; for the natives of thofe 
iflands named milk Aho, and barley Temafen, which are the names that are given 
thofe things in the language of the Alarbes of Barbary.” He adds, that— 
«© Among the books of a library that was in the cathedral of St. Anna, in Canaria,’ 
there was one, fo much disfigured and torn that it wanted both the beginning and 
the end; it treated of the Romans, and gave an account, that when Africa was a 
¢ Roman province, the natives of Mauritania rebelled, and killed their Prefidents and 
* Governors ; upon which the fenate, refolving to punifh and make a fevere example 
of the rebels, fent a powerful army into Mauritania, which vanquifhed and reduced 
them again to obedience : foon after, the ringleaders of the. rebellion were put to 
-death ; and the tongues of the common fort, and of their wives and children, were 
cut out, and then they were all put on board veffels, with fome grain and cattle, 
and tranfported to the Canary Iflands *.” 

‘Whether the Canarians were exiles from Africa or not, I fhall not pretend to de- 
termine; but am perfuaded they came originally from thence. This may eafily be 
proved from the fimilitude of cuftoms and language in South Barbary, to thole of 
the natives of all the Canary Iflands, excepting Tenerife +. 

For inftance, the Libyans, before they gave their daughters-in marriage, kept 
them apart fome time, and fed them with milk till they became very fat. When any 
of them were wounded, they poured hot butter into the wound. And their principal 
difh, called Coufcouffou, was much the fame with the Goffio of the Canarians. 

But the greateft proof lies in the fimilitude between the Canarian and Libyan 
- languages. My author is miftaken when he fays, the languages of the iflands refem- 
bled the language fpoken by the Alarbes or Arabs of Barbary ; for the two words. 
he mentions are not Arabic, but Shillha, the language now fpoken in the mountains: - 
in the kingdoms of Morocco, Suz, and other parts of South Barbary. 
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* One Thomas Nicols, who lived feven years in the Canary Iflands, and wrote a hiftory of them, fays, that 
the beft account he could get of the origin of the natives, was, that they were exiles from Africa, banithed' 
thence by the Romans, who cut out their tongues for blafpheming their gods. - 

+ The language in Tenerife, at the time of the conqueft, had no affinity to thefe fpoken in the 
reft of the iflands: it feems to have fome refemblance of the Peruvian or fome other of the American 
tongues. ; 

It 
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It is evident that the Libyans did not come to the Canary Iflands till after Pliny 
had wrote his,Natural Hiftory ; for he tells us that thofe iflands were then uninhabited; 
and it is as clear it muft have been before the conqueft of Barbary by the Arabs, 
otherwife we fhould have found fome of the ceremonies of the Mahomedan religion * 
among the Canarians. 

It is even not improbable that the Libyans who firft fettled in the iflands, fled thither 
to avoid falling into the hands of the victorious Arabs. 

The natives of the Canary Iflands, at the time of the conqueft, knew not the ufe 
of boats, confequently the inhabitants of one ifland could not have any intercourfe with 
thofe of another; yet, fays my author, the languages of all of them, except that of 
Tenerife, though very. different, had fome affinity to each other. 


* All the Libyans profefs Mahomedanifm, 
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JOURNIES in the INTERIOR of AFRICA. 


By Mr. Browns *: 





ITINERARIES. 


From Cobbé to Sennaar. 


Bearing. Days. 
From Cobbé to Shawer : GA res ries" 
From Shawer to Ril - - - - §S.E.° 2 


At Ril is a large pool of water, never completely dry, and a fittle 
to the E. of it a fpacious houfe built by Sultan Teraub, eldeft brother 
of the prefent monarch. : 


From Ril to Fadow - - - - E 3 
From Fadow to Cawb - - - - ; { 3 
Near Cawb commences a ridge of hills, running N. and S. or 
nearly fo. : 
From Cawb to Dar Hummar 2 
Fron Dar Hummar to Emdi > Mean bearing - - E. 3 
From Emdi to Kreiga ot 
In each of thefe towns are Fukkara, who adrhinifter juftice. 
From Kreiga to Ibeit t E 1 


- Between Kreiga and Ibeit is Habu-Harrds, a place diftant from the 
former three hours. Its neighbourhood is laid out in gardens belong- 
ing to the people of Dongola eftablifhed there, in which they cultivate 
onions, &c. ‘The fituation of Abu Harras is in length N. and S, and 
the wells which fupply it with water are to the S. of the town. 


From Ibeit to Miteina - - - - o2 

From Miteina to Autofh - - - - 2 

From Autofh to Yafsin - - - ot 
Yafsin is a town of Fukkara. 

From Yafsin to Breiffa, deep fand - - - ot 

From Breiffa to Cone - - I 


Cone is at the foot of a’ mountain of the fame name, which lies S. 
- of the road. Near Cone, a little S. of the road, is a pool of water, 
and this is a place where travellers commonly repofe themfelves. 
From Cone to Kinnana - - - - i 
From Kinnana to Deggiin - - - 
~ From Deggin to Hellet Allais {, on the Bahr-el-abiad, the Place 
which the ferry-boats frequent _ - - 


* See vol. xv. pag. 108. 
$ Abeit is one of the principal towns of Kordofan : it is alfo the name of a {mall diftrict. 
+ The bearing of the road from Ril to Hellet Allais is reported to be generally E. with very {mall 
variation. 7 
VOL, XVI. 50° ; Hellet 
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Hellet Allais is fituated on the W. of the river. The river 
(Bahr-el-abia¢) is here of fuch breadth, that the features of a perfon 
flanding on the other fide cannet be diftinguifhed, but the human 
voice is heard.—A number of trees is feen here to the W. of the 
river, not tothe E. Hellet Allais is altogether built of clay.—A large 
palm-tree grows in the middle of the town. 

On the eaftern fide of the river is Shi//d#k—not far removed from it, 
being reported to be within fight of Allais. 

Shillik is a town of idolaters, built with clay. The inhabitants 
have no other clothing than bands of long grafs, which they pafs 
round the waift and between the thighs. ‘They are all black ; both 
fexes are accuftomed to fhave their heads. The people of Shilldk 
have the dominion of the river, and take toll of all paffengers, in 
fuch articles of traffic as pais among them. ‘The name Shi//ék is not 
Arabic, and its meaning is unkknown.— When afked concerning their 
name or country, the people reply Shi/dék. When employed in tranf- 
porting Mohammedans acrofs the ferry, they occafionally exhibit the 
importance which their fituation gives them. After the Maflim has 
placed himfelf in the boat, they will afk him, ‘ Who is the mafter of 
that river ?”? The other replies, as is ufual, “‘ Ullah or Rubbani”— 
God is the mafter of it.‘ No,” anfwers the Shillik, “ you muft fay 
that fuch a one (naming his chief) is the matter of it, or you fhall not 
pafs.” They are reprefented as fhewing hofpitality to fachascomeamong 
them in a peaceable manner, and as never betraying thofe to whom 
they have once accorded protection. The particulars of their worthip, 
as in moft other initances where I have had my information from 
Mohammedans, have not been defcribed. * 


From Shillik to Dar Ruga - - - 5 
From Dar Ruga to Waalia - - - 
From Waalia to Shadli - - - - 
From Shadli to Sennaar - - - - 


Sennar, Medinet el Fun or Fungi, is fituated on the river which 
flows from Habbeth, which river is much fmaller than the Babr-el- 
abiad, and before the annual increafe is fordable between Sennaar 
and Bafboch. : , 

The flaves who have ufurped the government refide in Terfeia, 
on the oppofite fide of the river. Between them and the people of the 
city have been perpetual fkirmifhes for the laft fix years. (1794.) 

The Bahr-el-abiad fuffers the fame periodical increafe and diminu- 
tion as the Nile in Egypt. : 


From Sennaar to Gondér. 


From Terfeia to Rhad = - 2 
From Rhad to Dender - 7 Z 
From Dender to Béla - - - 
From Béla to Teawa - 


Rhad is on the banks of a river of the fame name. After pafling 
Béla, the traveller leaves the river, and proceeds by a mountainous 
eL 
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road to Teawa. The foil in the neighbourhood of Teawa is clay, and 
the town is built of that material. The people of the place ule for 
bread the Mahriek, (white maize), which grows there luxuriantly. 
From Teawa to Ras el fil - - - 
From Ras el fil to Gondar - - - 
‘The officer who governs Ras el fil is appointed by the king of 
Habbefh.—Inhabitants of Ras el fil called Giberti. 


Road from Sennaar to Swakem. 


From Sennaar to Teawa - - - 
From Teawa to Atbara, a town on that river - - 
From Atbara to Hallanga - - - 
The people of Hallanga are Mohammedans, but ufe not the 
Arabic language generally. They are of an olive complexion. 
The Mabriek in their neighbourhood is faid to grow fo large, that 
the ftem at bottom is feen of the fize of a man’s wrift. : 
From Hallanga to Swakem - - - 
During great part of the way the road is mountainous and rocky. 
The fpace between the two laft places is uncultivated, and inhabited 
only by wandering Arabs. Thefe are of two races, Bijjé and Okoot. 
Both of them breed camels in great number, fheep, &c. Swakem is 
fituated on an ifland, in which the governor and principal perfons re- 
fide : but the greater number live on the main land. 


Road from Sennaar to Mabas. 
From Sennaar to Herbajé . - 
From Herbajé to Halfeia - 7 
At Halfeia is the confluence of the Bahr-el-abiad and Bahr el afrek. _ 


From Halfeia to Chendi - * , 
From Chendi to Birbir - - . -} 
From Birbir to Shaikié - = . < 
From Shaikié to Dongola - - - 
From Dongola to Mahas -, - . 


From Sennaar to Fazoglo. 


From Sennaar to Dachala - - : 
From Dachala to Emfirié - - - 
From Emfirié to Louni - ie - - 
From Louni to Gerbin - 


The people of Dachala are Mohammedans refiding on the weftern 
bank of the Bahr el afrek.—Gerbin is a mountainous place, which 
ferves for confining malefaétors under the government of Sennaar. 

Mountainous—From Gerbin to Fazoglo - - 

The mines of Fazoglo afford much gold: they belong to Sennaar. 
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From Gerbin to. Gondar. : 
: . Bearin 
From Fazoglo there is no dire&troad. Having returned to Gerbin, ea 
From Gerbin to Hafsib = . “ : 
From Hafsib to Beida - - - Ets: 


Beida is the firft town under the Abyffinian governnent, and is de- 
{cribed as chiefly inhabited by fugitive flaves, who belong to perfons 
within that empire. : 

From Beida to Kourmi Fs . - 
From Kourmi to Haffeb-ullah : - 

This road is mountainous, circuitous, and abounds with fprings of 
water. The civet cat is fo common in this diftri@, that in every 
houfe, it is-faid, there are fifteen or twenty tame ones. 

From Haffeb-ullah to Gondar - - - E. 
Mountainous and difficult road. 


Sundry Routes of the Merchants of Sennaar. 


From Sennaar to Gebel-el-Moié > - 
From Gebel-el-Moié to Bahr-el-abad “ 

From Sennaar to Bahhadin - - 
From Bahhadin to Mendajel - eG “: 
From Menéjel to the Bahr-el-abiad.. - o~ - 
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Road to Gondar. 


From Sennaar to Terfeia ae - 

From Terfeia to Subi-deleib oe - 

From Subi-deleib to Wullad Midani - 

From Midani to the Bahr-el-afrek : 

From the river to Mendala - - 

From Mendala to Kaila - - 
Kaila is mountainous. 

From Kaila to Embutteik - - - “ 
Mountainous and deep fand. 

From Embutteik to Goze, or the fands - - - 

From Goze to the Atbara : 

“This country is ‘ Tahabiee by the Bifharin ‘Arabs, who ai are Moham- 
medans. 


From ‘Abas to Gebel Cuffa - 7 2 
From Gebel Cuffa to Gebel en Narr - - 
Frcem Gebel en Narr to Gondar - os 


A Route which feems to be uncertain, and of which the Bearings are not 
accurately given. , 


From the Goze or fands of the Atbara, above mentioned, to 
EI-Edd belonging i the Bijé se - - 
li 
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Bearing. Days. 


From EI-Edd to Swakem - . : = N.E. 12 
This road is filled with Arabs. 

From Swakem to Gebel-el-Hellé - - e w. 3 

From Gebel-el-Hellé to Gebel-el-Sillah - - 2 

From Gebel-el-Sillah to Gabel-el-Beit . : Ss. W. 2 

From Gebel-el-Beit to Birbir - 6 


All this road from Swakem to Birbir is reprefented as rocky.— 
Birbir is fituated in a clayey foil. 
From Birbir to Wuilad-el-Magedfib -: - = 
From Wullad-el-Mageddb to Bifharié t6 rm & Ss. { 
From Bifharié to Shik térié - - 5 FS 
Bifharié are a foreign race, but Shiktrié fpeak Arabic as their 
native language. 
~  Arabs—From Shikirié to Hellalié - - 
From Hellalié to Bahr-el-afrek - - 
From Babhr-el-afrek to Em-ufhar - - 
From Em-ufhar to Wullad-el-fordk - - 
From Wullad-el-firdk to Hummér .- - - 
Clayey foil. . ; 
* Mohammedans—From Himmir to Senit abd - - a 
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From Ibeit to Emdurman and Halfeia, and return to Ibeit by another 
road. 
From Ibeit to Bahra - - 7 
From Bahra to Emganatir tiny | iz 
From Emganatir to Shegeik - - 
From Shegeik to Gimmoyé -- - - 
From Gimmoyé to Emdurman - - 
All this country is inhabited by Mohammedans, who fpeak Arabic 
alone.—Gimmoyé and Emdurm4n are both on the W. bank of the 
Bahr-cl-abiad, and the latter is at the place of union between that river 
and the Abawi.—Returning W. 
From Emdurm4an to Harraza, a mountain of difficult paflage 5S. W. 3 
Road defert and deftitute of water. 
The inhabitants of Harraza are idolaters, of mixed complexion, 
but moft of them of a reddifh hue.-—They breed fome horfes, which 
they mount. 
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From Harraza to Abu-hadid - ” : Y 
From Abuhadid to Zerawy - - - a S.W. OF 
From Zerawy to Efherfhar - - - “ I 
Efherfhar is famous for its falt, which is gathered by the Arabs, 

tranfported to other places and fold. The people of this laft place 7 

are Arabs, but thofe of Zetawy, Harraza, and Abu-hadid, neither 

Arabs nor Mohammedans. 3 : 
From Efherfhar to Bifherié - - - - Ss. I 

Road defert. 

Bifherié is full of palm-trees. ; 
From Bifherié to Bahra - os - 3 S.S.W. § rf 
From Bahra to Ibeit - - . - ee as, Cte 


Route 
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Route from Ibeit to Sheibén, where are gold mines, and other places, 
returning to Ibeit. - 


. 
\ 


From Ibeit to Bahra - - - 
From Bahra to Khakjé - - - 
From Khikjé to Abu-jenich - - 
From Abu-jentch to Seijé -. - 
From Seijé to Tummara a _ 

Between the two laft places is a rocky road, with intervals of 
deep fand and clay. 

From Tummara to Demitk - - : 

The people from Abu-jendch hither are idolaters, and deftitute of 
clothing. The foil at and near Demik is clay. 

From Gemik to Khéga - 7 * ° 

From Khéga to Dibri ee - - - 
Mountainous and rocky. 

From Dibri to Sheib6n - - - - 
Clayey foil. 

- Near this place, in a deep glen or valley, much gold is found, 
both duft and in fmall pieces. The natives collect the duft in quills 
of the oftrich and vulture, and in that condition fell it to the mer- 
chants. They have a ceremony on difcovering a large piece of gold, 
of killing a fheep on it before they remove it: The people are all 
black, as are thofe above mentioned from Abu-jentich hither. They 
have fome form of marriage, i.e. of an agreement between man and 
woman to cohabit. Women of full age wear a piece of platted grafs 
on their parts. The younger and unmarried are quite naked. The 
flaves, which are brought in great numbers from this quarter, are 
fome prifoners of war among themfelves, (for their wars are frequent,) 
and fome feduced by treachery’ and fold. But it is faid to be a 
common prattice for the father in time of fcarcity to fell his 
children. 5 

At Sheibén are fome Mohammedans, who live among the idolaters 
and wear clothing : it is not faid whether Arabs or not. 

The people above defcribed are independent tribes of negroes, who 
have no other ruler than their refpettive chiefs, the authority of whom 
is very {mall, except in time of war. The Mecque of Sennaar ufed 
to claim fome tribute from the people of Sheibén, but received 
nothing regularly. 


: From Sheibéf to Shurrd - * . “Cw.s. Ww. - 


From Shurrd to Luca - -— - 

Luca is another place where refides an independent chief: it is alfo 
famous for its gold, which, as at Sheibén, is the only medium of 
exchange among the inhabitants. 

From Luca to Koheila - - - - 

_ In Koheila are Arabs, not fubjeét to any monarch of the country. 
Some idolaters alfo live among them. 
From Koheila to Tlinga, a town 
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Bearing. Days. 
From Tlinga to Gebel Sahd - - - W.iw. oe 
Gebel Sahd is within the dominion of Sennaar. ’ 
From. Gebel Sahd to Baha-ed-din - - . N. 1 
Still Dar Kinnana. " . 
From Baha-ed-din to Gebel-el-abid - - - NINE «= 
From Gebel-el-abid to Tumbal - - = N. 1 


Tumbil is under the government of the king of the 
* Tuclawi. 
From Tumbil to Seifaban - - -7} C 
Seifaban is inhabited by Arabs alone. - - -| 
From Seifaban to Abdome -| o} 
From Abdome to Tuggala, capital of the king of Taclawi -$ ON. | oF 
This diftri& is called Sagurnié, country of the mountaineers, | 
ius 
J 


From Tuggala to Deir - - - - 1 
From Deir to Gebel-el-deir - - I 
From Gebel-el-deir to Gebelele-Bucclé - - - NNW. 1 
From Gebel-el-Bucclé to Ibeit - - - N. OF 
From Ril to Wara, capital of Bergoo. 
From Ril to Gebel Marra, deep fand - - - Ww. a 
Gebel Marra to Bifhara Taib - - - Ww. 2 
Bifhara Taib to the confines of Far - WwW.) og 
All this road is mountainous and rocky, and the inhabitants 
from Ril W. to the confines of Far are Mohammedans. The 
water on Gebel Marra, which is a Jofty mountain, rifes with fome 
remarkable circumftances, and it is faid to be fulphureous. The 
people there feed partly on wheat, which grows near the place, partly 
on Mahreik. 
The people who inhabit the confines of Far W. are called 
Tdmarkée. 
From the confines to Dar Ruma - - - W.iN. 8 
Defert, fand and clay, fome water. 7 
From Dar Ruma to Kibbéid - - “7 [2 
Kibbéid is fituated on a bill or rock. 
Fromi Kibbéid to Kajachfa - - - | i 
From Kajachfa to Bendala - 17 
Bendala is inhabited by the flaves of the Sultan of Bergoo. —The 
- people of Ruma, and thence to Bendala are idolaters. N.E. 
From Bendala to Wullad-el-Bucca - 
Bucca is a mountainous diftrid. i 
From Bucca to Dar-Miffelad - I 
From Dar Miffelad to Wara, the refidence of ‘the Sultan of j . 
Bergoo 2 - - -J Laz 


From 
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From Wara to Babr-el-Gazalle. 


From Wara to Nimr, where the merchants refide, as at Cobbé 
in Dar-Far - o < :. 
From Nimr to Battah - - 4S 
Battah is fituated on a fmall river, which flows from the S. and 
then deviating to the W. falls into the Bahr el Fittré. Battah be- 
longs to the Miffelad. ; 
From Battah to Dirota - = S 7 
From Dirota to Dar Humméar - - - 
Road, clayey foil. 
From Dar Hummiar to Cofeidt 7 5 s 
Dar~Hummar rocky. 
From Cofeiat to Shungeiat - - 7 
Two towns of idolaters. 
From Shungeiat to Dar Dajeou--Caffres - 
Cooka, Mohammedans—From Dar Dajeou to Dar Cooka - 
From Cooka to Muddago - - a 
In Muddago are Mohammedans, who are governed by a petty 
prince under the king of Bergoo. ‘ ; 
From Buddago to Bahr-el-Fittré - -— - 
The people on the banks of Bahr-el-Fittré are called Abu-femmin, 
and are Mohammedans. They ule little boats for the purpofe of 
pafling from one place to another on the river. 
From Bahr-el-Fittré to Bahr-el-Gazalle - -} 
Road deep fand, no trees. 
The neighbourhood of the Bahr-el-Gazalle is inhabited by Arabs, 
who feed camels and fheep, and fome oxen. 


Route from Khukjé to the Babr-elada, and thence towards the Babr- 
el-abiad. : 

From Khukjé to Baraka - 

Baraka is inbubited by independent Arabs. 
The greater part of this road is deep fand: the remainder, from 
Baraka by the Bahr-el-ada, is clay. The part of that river, which 
is here meant, is occupied by tribes of Arabs feeding cows.and fheep 5 
they are called Miffirié. This part of the river is allo frequented by 
wild and ferocious animals. The Miffirié Arabs comb their hair 
back, twit it, and faften it in the form of a {corpion’s tail behind. 
They colleét honey of the wild kind in great quantity, and hunt the 
elephant. 

From Baraka to Tarrit - - - 
From idrrat to Jungeién - - . 
The people of Jungeién are tall and black; they have cows, 
fheep, and goats, and feed on the Mahriek or white maize. They 
collect the dung of the animals mentioned, dry it, roaft it on the 
fire, anu afterwards ufe it for a bed. Thefe people are very numerous. 
The country in their neighbourhood is all a plain, and the foil clay. 
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They have a pradtice, apparently fuperftitious, of milking their cows 
into a veffel with a narrow mouth, that the milk may not be feen, and 
never pour it into a difh or bowl; and any ftranger who vifits them 
is obliged to drink of the dugs of the cow, as do the calves. 
From Jungeién to Shad - - - S.E, 
From Shad to Inigulgulé - - - 


Z 
° 
i 


Route from Khukjé to the Babr-el-ada, thence toward the Babr-el-abiad, 
and returning to Ril. 


The inhabitants of Inigulgulé are idolaters. They clothe them- 
felves with a kind of cotton cloth. 
From Inigulgulé to the refidence of the king of Ibbé —- 
From faid refidence to the confines of Dar-Far - 
From the confines to Tubeldié - - 
From Tubeldié to Ril : - 
All this road is fandy, but filled with many and large trees. 


ae 
ay 
ones 


Road from Babr-el-Gazalle to Bornou. 


From Bahr-el-gazalle to the capital of Dar Bagherme - NE -3 
From the faid refidence to Kottocom - - NW. 
The inhabitants of this diftrid are Mohammedans. In the road 
two rivers are crofled by the traveller, one of which is called Kitchena. 18 
It runs from S.E. to N. W. - - - 
From Kottocom to Bornou, the imperial city - - N.ZW. 
. The road lies in part through fand, in part through deep clay. 
There are many trees. The neighbourhood of the Bahr-el-gazalle 
feems by the defcription to be a foreft. 
‘The city Bornou is furrounded by a wall, in which there are four 
gates, opening E., W., N., and S.A fmall river runs near it, which 
falls into the Bahr-el-gazalle. 
Bergoo is faid to be fifteen days in extent from E. to W., and 
from ‘N. to S, twenty days.—Baghermé, in the former direction, 
twelve; in the latter, fifteen days.—Baghermé has many troops, but 
Bergoo is eftimated the ftrongeft. The people of Bergoo are re- 
markable for their zealous attachment to the faith, and read the Koran 
daily. 


Some defeription of Bergoo. 


‘Within about a day’s journey of Wara are faid to be eight large 3 
mountains, the inhabitants of each of which ufe a diftin& language, 
They are Mohammedans, and faid to be brave, furnifhing the armies 
of the Sultan of Bergoo with recruits as often as required. One of 
the mountains, called Kergna, is fituated S.E.; another W. which 
is inhabited by a people called Wullad Mazé; Gebel Mimi N., 
Gebel Abfentim E., Gebel Abdurrig E. , 
VOL. XVI, 5P : Other 
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Other mountains of Bergoo are, Gebel Tama, N., Gebel Kafhimirié, . 
W., each of them two days from Wara. Gebel Abu-hadid, E. the 
fame diitance. 
Three days W. of Wara is the river called Bahr Miffelad. 
Route from Wara to Cubcabéa in Dar-Fur, and another route from the 
laft place back to Wara, 
From Wara to Abu-thareb - - - S.E. 5 
From Abu-fhareb to the confines of Far - - EFS 
From the confines to Emdokne 7 - E. I 
From Fmdokne to Dar Miffeladin = “UY pis I 
From Miffuladin to Cubcabéa - - - ee AES 
From Cubc:béa to Jellé - - - N.W.EW. 2 
From Jellé to Jimmer - - - NEN. 4 
Tne Sultan of Jimmer is fubje& to Far.—The people are Moham- 
medans. In the road is found water, and the foil is fand and 
rock. ; 
From Jimmer to Zeghawa - - - ESN 2 
Mountainous. 
The Sultan of Zeyhawa is alfo dependent on Fir. 
From Zeghawa to Tama - - -2 2 
From Tama to the confines . - -§ N.N.W { r 
From the confines to Abu-fenin - - - 2 
From Abu-fenin to Wara  ~ - - - w. 8. 
A Route fometimes taken by the Merchants of Bergoo. 
From Wara to Emjifir - - - 2 
Ve 


From Emjifir to Timé Degeou « - 3 


Another Route. 


From Wara to Jumbo - - ~) 
From Jumbc.to Doreng - - | 
From Doreng to Dageou - - | 
Sandy road— Mobammedans. 
From Dageou to Kergna - = - 
From Kergna to Ghannim - - -> 
From Ghannim to Dreida - - é 
This road is mountainous, foil fandy, many trees. | 
The people Mohammedans, under the government of Bergoo. 
From Dreida to Beneia - - =| 
From Beneia to Dongata - - -J 
From Dongata to Bendala - - - 
Mountain. 
From Bendala to Berjid - - - 
From Berjid to Kibbeid - - - = 
Mountainous. 


SN. with little variation E. 
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¥rom Kibbeid to Kajachfa - - _ 2 
From Kajachfa to Banian - - a] “s 22 
From Banifn to Ain - - » f : 3t 
From Ain to Kuddano - - ~ 12 
From Kuddano to Gizan - - - S.E. 2 
From Gizin to Wara - - . Ss. 4 
Another Route from Wara, and returning thither. 
From Wara to Middeisis is ‘ ie at 
From Middeisis to Beit-el- Habbtba - - - 2 
From Beit-el-Habbdba to Truanié - ~ - NE at 
From Truanié to Gidid - - - - ae it 
From Gidid to Kuddano - - - - “fa 
From Kuddano to Wara - - - - 3 
Another Route. 
From Wara to Birket-el-Rumli “ - - W.S.W. 4 
From Birket-el-Rumli to Goze, or the fonds - - N. 2 
From Goze to Dirota - - - - E. a+ 
From Dirota to Butta - - - - E. 2 
From Butta to Wara - - - - E. ai 


Near Butta is a {mall river, of which my informer remembered not 
the name.—This road is full of a fpecies of tree, whofe leaves are 
defcribed as white, and which bears a fruit, which, however, is 
not eaten, except by the camels, which are fond of i ats it is called 
jus Kulkul, forfan Caffia tora Fors? 


Route from Cobbé to the Copper Mines of Fertit. 


From Cobbé to Cuffé - - : I 
From Cuffé to Currio - - - - 3 
From Currio to Treiga - - - Wi 
Sandy road. 
From Treiga to Beit Melek Eide - - “1 I 
From Beit Melek Eide to Dar Miffelad “ - 3 
Rocky: S..W. 
From Dar Miffelad to Dar Marra - . - 
Caffres—From Dar Marra to Dar Fungaro = | : 
One day and a half mountain, the remainder foreft baad clayey U 
oil. 
wee Dar Fungaro to Dar-el-abid-ef-Sultan-Far - - - 
From the latter to Dar-el-Nahas - - 82 


Rocky road, earth where vifible is red. 
The people wear a flight covering over the parts of generation, 
in other refpeéts are quite naked. 
From Dar-el-Nahas to Bahr Taifha - - - E 3 
From Bahr Taifha to Bahr-gl-abiad - - - . 
; ~  §P2 ; “The 
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The former falls into the latter at. a place called Texderni, which > , . 
is peopled by‘idolaters, called Cu/ni. This fpot is full of palm trees, 
and another kind of tree, which by defcription would feem to be the 
cocoa. 
Here it is feen that the diftance between Cobbé and the copper 
mine is 237. days, direction nearly S. and that a certain ftation on the 
Bahr-el-abiad is 73 days diftant from that place, dire@ion gene- 
rally E. 


Route from Dar Bergoo to the Sources of the Babr-el-abiad. 


From Abu Telfan South, ten days journey, is faid to be the fource 
of the Bahr-el-abiad: but the particulars of the route my informer 
was unable to give me, he not having travelled it. The place is called 
Donga, and is the refidence of a chief or king of an idolatrous nation. 
The country there is very mountainous, and in the fpot where the 
river rifes are faid to be forty diftin@ hills: thefe are called Kumri. 
From them a great number of {prings iffue, which uniting into one 
great channel form the Bahr-el-abiad. The people of Bergoo go 
thither fometimes to'feize captives, but there is no trade between 
them and the natives. The people are quite naked, black, and 
idolaters. The place is faid to be twenty days removed from the 
confines of Bornou. All the road thither is mountainous. From 
Donga to Shillik 30 days. 
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CHAP.L—The Author proceeds to Waffiboo—is joined by fome fugitive Kaartans, whe 
accompany him in bis Route through Bambarra.—Difcovers the Niger Some Account 
of Sego, the Capital of Bambarra.—Manfing, the King, refufes tofee the Author, but 
fends him a profent.—Great Hofpitality of a Negro Woman. : 


WAWRA js a {mall town furrounded with high walls, and inhabited by a mixture 
of Mandingoes and Foulahs. ‘The inhabitants employ themfelves chiefly in cul- 

tivating corn, which they exchange with the Moors for falt. Here, being in fecurit 
from the Moors, and very much fatigued, I refolved to reft myfelf ; and meeting with 
a hearty welcome from the Dooty, whofe name was Flancharee, I laid myfelf down 
upon a bullock’s hide, and flept foundly for about two hours. The curiofity of the 
people would not allow me to fleep any longer. ‘hey had feen my faddle and bridle, 
and were affembled in great number to learn who I was, and whence Icame. Some 
were of opinion that I was an Arab ; others infifted that I was fome Moorith Sultan 5 
and they continued to debate the matter with fuch warmth, that the noife awoke me. 
The Dooty (who had formerly been at Gambia) at laft interpofed in my behalf. and 
affured them that I was certainly a white man ; but he was convinced, from my appear- 
ance, that I was a very poor one. 

In the courfe of the day, feveral women, hearing that I was going to Sego, came 
and begged me to inquire of Manfong, the king, what was become of their children. 
One woman, in particular, told me that her fon’s name was Mamadee ; that he was 
no Heathen, but prayed to God morning and evening, and had been taken from her 
about three years ayo, by Manfong’s army ; fince which fhe had never heard of him. 
She faid, fhe often dreamed about him ; and begged me, if I fhould fee him, either in 
Bambarra, or in my own country, to tell him, that his mother and fitter were ftill alive. 
In the afternoon, the Doty examined the contents of the leather Lag, in which 1 had 
packed up my clothes; but finding nothing that was worth taking, he returned it, and 
told me to depart in the morning. 

_ July 6th. It rained very much in the night, and at daylight I departed, in company 
with a Negio, who was going to a town called Dingyee for corn : but we had not pro- 
ceeded above a mile, before the afs upon which he rode kicked him off, and he re- 
turned, leaving me to profecute the journey by myfelf. 7 

I reached Dingyee about noon j but the Dooty and moft of the inhabitants had gone 
into the fields to cultivate com. An old Foulah, obferving me wandering about the 
town, defired me to come to his hut, where I was well entertained ; and the Dooty, 
when he returned, fent me fome victuals for myfelf, and corn for my horle. 
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July 7th. In the morning, when I was about -to depart, my landlord, with a great 
deal of diffidence, begged me to give tim a lock of my hair. He had been told,” he 
faid, that white men’s hair made a faphie, that would give to the poffeffor all the know- 
ledge of white men. I had never before heard of fo fimple a mode of education, but 
inftantly complied with the requeft; and my landlord’s thirft for learning was 
fuch, that, with cutting and pulling, he cropped one fide of my head pretty clofely ; 
and would have done the fame with the other, had I not fignified my difapprobation 
by putting on my hat, and affuring him, that I wifhed to referve fome of this precious 
merchandize for a future occafion. 

I reached a {mall town called Wafliboo, about twelve o’clock, where I was obliged 
to ftop until an opportunity fhould offer of procuring a guide to Satilé, which is diftant 
a very long day’s journey, through woods without any beaten path. I accordingly 
took up my refidence at the Dooty’s houfe, where I ftaid four days; during which time 
I amufed myfelf by going to the fields with the family to plant corn. Cultivation, is 
carried on here on a very extenfive fcale; and, as the natives themfelves exprefs it, 
“ hunger is never known.” In cultivating the foil, the men and women work together. 
They ufe a large fharp hoe, much fuperior to that ufed in Gambia: but they are 
obliged, for fear of the Moors, to carry their arms with them to the field. The matter, 
with the handle of his fpear, marks the field into regular plats, one of which is afligned 
to every three flaves. i 

On the evening of the 11th, eight of the fugitive Kaartans arrived at Wafliboo.— 
They had found it impoffible to live under the tyrannical government of the Moors, 
and were now going to transfer their allegiance to the King of Bambarra, They 
offered to take me along with them as far as Satilé ; and I accepted the offer. 

July rath, At daybreak we fet out, and travelled with uncommon expedition until 
funfet : we {topped only twice in the courfe of the day ; once at a watering-place in the 
woods, and another time at the ruins of a town, formerly belonging to Daify, called 
Iila-Compe (the corn town). When we arrived in the neighbourhood of Satilé, the 
people who were employed in the corn fields, feeing fo many horfemen took us for a 
party of Moors, and ran fcreaming away from us. The whole town was inftantly 
alarmed, and the flaves were feen, in every direétion, driving the cattle and horfes to- 
wards the town. It was in vain that one of our company galloped up to undeceive them : 
it only frightened them the more ; and when we arrived at the town, we found the gates 
fhut, and the people all under arms. After a long parley we were permitted to enter ; 
and as there was every appearance of a heavy tornado, the Dooty allowed us to fleep in his 
baloon, and gave us_each a bullock’s hide for a bed. : 

July 13th. Early in the morning we again fet forward. The roads were wet and 
flippery, but the country was very beautiful, abounding with rivulets, which were 
increafed by the rain into rapid ftreams. About ten o’clock we came to the mins of 
a village, which had been deftroyed by war about fix months before: and in order to 
prevent any town from being built there in future, the large Bentang tree,sunder which 
the natives {pent the day, had been burnt down ; the wells filled up; and every thing 
that could make the fpot defirable, completely deftroyed. 

About noon, my horfe was fo much fatigued that I could not keep up with my 
companions ; I therefore difmounted, and defired them to ride on, telling them, that 
I would follow as foon as my horfe had refted a little. But I found them unwilling 
to leave me; the lions, they faid, were very numerous in thofe parts, and though they 
might not fo readily attack a body of people, they would foon find out an individual ; 
it was therefore agreed, that one of the compariy fhould ftay with me, to yee in 
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driving my horfe, while the others pafled on to Galloo, to procure lodgings, and‘col- 
leét grafs for the horfes before night. Accompanied by. this worthy Negro, I drove 
my horfe before me until about four o’clock, when we came in fight of Galloo, a con- 
fiderable town, ftanding in a fertile and beautiful valley, furrounded with high rocks. 

As my companions. had thoughts of fettling in this neighbourhood, they had a fine 
fheep given them by the Dooty ; and I was fortunate enough to procure plenty of corn 
for my horfe. Here they blow upon elephants teeth when they announce evening 
prayers, in the fame manner as at Kemmoo. 

Early next morning (July 14th), having firft returned many thanks to our landlord 
for his hofpitality, while my fellow-travellers offered up their prayers that he might 
never want, we fet forward; and about three o’clock arrived at Moorja ; a large town, 
famous for its trade in falt, which the Moors bring here in great quantities, to ex- 
change for corn and cotton cloth. As moft of the people here are Mahomedans, it is 
not allowed to the Kafirs to drink beer, which they call Nee-dollo (corn fpirit,) except 
in certain houfes. In one of thefe I faw about twenty people fitting round large’ vef- 
fels of this beer, with the greateft conviviality ; many of them in a ftate of intoxication. 
As corn is plentiful, the inhabitants are very liberal to ftrangers ; I believe we had as 
much corn and milk fent us by different people, as would have been fufficient for 
three times our number; and though we remained here two days, we experienced no 
diminution of their hofpitality. 

On the morning of the 16th, we again fet forward, accompanied by a cofile of 
fourteen affes loaded with falt, bound for Sanfanding. he road was particularly ro- 
mantic, between two rocky hills ; but the Moors fometimes lie in wait here to plunder 
ftrangers. As foon as we had reached the open country, the mafter of the falt coffle 
thanked us for having ftaid with him fo long, and now defired us to ride on. The 
fun was almoft fet before we reached Datliboo. In the evening we had a moft tre- 
mendous tornado. The houfe in which we lodged, being flat-roofed, admitted the rain 

‘ in- ftreams ; the floor was foon ankle-deep, the fire extinguifhed, and we were left to 
pafs the night upon fome bundles of fire-wood, that happened to lie in a corner. 

July 17th. We departed from Datliboo ; and about ten o’clock paffed a large coffle 
returning from Sego, with corn hoes, mats, and other houfehold utenfils. At five 
o’clock we came to a large village, where we intended to pafs the night, but the 
Dooty would not receive us. When we departed from this place, my horfe was fo 
much fatigued that I was under the neceffity of driving him, and it was dark before 
we reached Fanimboo, a {mall village; the Dooty of which no fooner heard that I 
was a white man, than he brought out three old mufkets, and war much difappointed 
when he was told that I could not repair them. 

July 18th. We continued our journey; but, owing to a light fupper the preceding 
night, we felt ourfelves rather hungry this morning, and endeavoured to procure fome 

- corn ata village; but without fuccefs. The towns were now more numerous, and 
the land that is not employed in cultivation affords excellent palturage for large 
herds of cattle; but owing to the great concourfe of people daily going tc and re- 
turning from Sego, the inhabitants are lefs hofpitable to ftrangers. 

My horfe becoming weaker and weaker every day, was now of very little fervice to 
me: I was obliged to drive him before me for the greater part of the day; and did 
not reach Geoforro until eight o’clock in the evening. I found my companions wrang- 
ling with the Dooty, who had abfolutely refufed to give or fell them any previfions ; 
and as none of us had tafted victuals for the laft twenty-four hours, we were by no 
means difpofed to faft another day, if we could help it. But finding our entreaties 
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without effeét, and being very much fatigued, I fell afleep, from which I was awakened, 
about midnight, with the joyful information ‘‘ Kinnenata”’ (the viduals is-come). This 
made the remainder of the night pafs away pleafantly ; and at day-break, July 19th, we 
refumed our journey, propofing to ftop at a village called Doolinkeaboo, ‘for the night 
following. My fellow-travellers, having better horfes than myfelf, foon left me, and I 
was walking barefoot, driving my horfe, when I was met by a coflle of flaves, about 
feventy in number, coming from Sego. “They were tied together by their necks with 
thongs of a bullock’s hide, twiited like a rope, feven flaves upon a thong. and a man 
with a mufket between every feven. Many of the flaves were ill-conditioned, and a 
great number of them women. In the rear came Sidi Mahoined’s fervant, whom I re- 
membered to have feen at the camp of Benowm: he prefently knew me, and told 
me that thefe flaves were going to Morocco, by the way of Ludamar, and the Great 
Defert.  . 

In the afternoon, as I approached Doolinkeaboo, I met about twenty Moors on horfe- 
back, the owners of the flaves I had feen in ‘the morning ; they were well armed with 
mutkets, and were very inquifitive concerning me, but not fo rude as their countrymen 
generally are. From them I learned that Sidi Mahomed was not at Sego, but had 
gone to Kancaba for gold dutt. 

When I arrived at Doolinkeaboo, I was informed that my fellow-travellers had gone 
on; but my horfe was fo much fatigued that I could not poffibly proceed after them. 
The Dooty of the town, at my requelt, gave me a draught of water, which is generally 
looked upon as an earneft of greater hofpitality ; and 1 had no doubt of making up 
for the toils of the day, by a good fupper and a found fleep: unfortunately, I had 
neither one nor the other. The night was rainy and tempeftuous, and the Dooty 
limited his hofpitality to the draught of water. 

July zoth. In the morning, I endeavoured, both by entreaties and threats, to pro- 
cure fome victuals from the Dooty, but in vain. I even begged fome corn from one 
of his female flaves, as fhe was wafhing it at the well, and had the mortification to 
be refufed. However, when the Dooty was gone to the fields, his wife fent me a 
handful of meal, which I mixed with water, and drank for breakfaft. About eight 
o'clock, I departed from Doolinkeaboo, and at noon ftopped a few minutes at a large 
Korree; where I had fome milk given me by the Foulahs. And hearing that two 
Negroes were going from thence to Sego, I was happy to have their company, and we 
fet out immediately. About four o’clock we ftopped at a {mall village, where one of 
the Negroes met-with an acquaintance, who invited us to a fort of public entertainment, 
which was conduéted with more than common propriety. A difh’ made of four milk and 
meal, called Sinkatoo, and beer made from their corn, was diftributed with great 
liberality ; and the women were admitted into the fociety: a circumftance I had never 
before obferved in Africa. There was no compulfion ; every one was at liberty to 
drink as he pleafed: they nodded to each other when about to drink, and on /etting 
down the calabath, commonly faid berka, (thank you). Both men and women appeared 
to be fernewhat intoxicated, but they were far from being quarrelfome. 

Departing from thence we paffed feveral large villages, where I was conftantly taken 
for a Moor, and became the fubje&t of much merriment to the Bambarrans ; who, 
feeing me drive my horfe before me, laughed heartily at my appearance.—He has been 
at Mecca, fays one; you may fee that by his clothes: another afked me if my horfe 
was fick ; a third withed to purchafe it, &c.; fo that I believe the very flaves were 
athamed to be feen in my company. Juft before it was dark, we took up our lodging 
for the night at a fmall village, whereI procured fome viuals for myfelf and fome 
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corn for my horfe, at the moderate price of a button ; and was told that I fhould fee 
the Niger (which the Negroes call Joliba or the great water), early the next day. The 
lions are here very numerous; the gates are fhut a little after funfet, and nobody 
allowed to go out. The thoughts of feeing the Niger in the morning, and the trouble- 
fome buzzing of mufketoes, prevented me from fhutting my eyes during the night; 
and I had faddled my horfe and was in readinefs before daylight; but, on account of 
the wild beafts, we were obliged to wait until the people were ftirring, and the gates 
opened. This happened to be a market-day at Sego, and the roads were every where 
filled with people carrying different articles to fell. We paffed four large villages, and 
at eight o’clock faw the fmoke over Sego. 

As we approached the town, I was fortunate enough to overtake the fugitive Kaar- 
tans, to whofe kindnefs I had been fo much indebted in my journey through Bambarra. 
They readily agreed to introduce me to the king ; and we rode together through fome 
marfhy ground, where, as I was anxioufly looking around for the river, one of them 
called out, geo affilli (fee the water) ; ‘and looking forwards, I faw with infinite plea- 
fure the great obje& of my miffion; the long-fought-for majeftic Niger, glittering to 
the morning fun, as broad as the Thames at Weltmintter, and flowing flowly to the 
eaftward, Uhaftened to the brink, and having drank of the water, lifted up my fer- 
vent thanks in prayer, to the Great Ruler of all things, for having thus far crowned 
my endeavours with fuccefs. ; 

The circumftance of the Niger’s flowing towards the eaft, and its collateral points, 
did not, however, excite nd furprife ; for although I had left Europe in great hefita- 
tion on this fubject, and rather believed that it ran in the contrary diredtion, I had made 
fuch frequent inquiries during my progrefs, concerning this river, and received from 
Negroes of different nations fuch clear and decifive affurances that its general courfe 
was towards the rifing fun, as fcarce left any doubt on my mind; and more efpecially 
as I knew that Major Houghton had ¢olleéted fimilar information, in the fame 
mariner. 

Sego, the capital of Bambarra, at which I had now arrived, confifts, properly: fpeak- 
ing, of four diftinc towns ; two on the northern bank of the Niger, called Sego Korro, 
and Sego Boo; and two on the fouthern bank called Sego Soo Korro, and Sego See 
Korro. They are all furrounded with high mud walls; the houfes are built of As of 
a f{quare form, with flat roofs; fome of them have two ftories, and many of them are 
white-wafhed. Befides thefe buildings, Moorifh mofques are feen in every quarter 3 
and the ftreets, though narrow, are broad enough for every ufeful purpofe, in a coun 
try where wheel carriages are entirely unknown. From the beft inquiries I could make, 
I have reafon to believe that Sego contains altogether about thirty thoufand inhabitants, 
The King of Bambarra conftantly refides at Sego See Korro ; he employs a great many 
flaves in conveying people over the river, and the money they receive (though the fare 
is only ten kowrie fhells for each individual} furnifhes a confiderable revenue to the 
king, in the courfe of a year. The canoes are of a fingular conftruttion, each of them 
being formed of the trunks of two large trees, rendered concave, and joined together, 
not fide by fide, but end ways; the junction being exaétly acrofs the middle of the 
canoe: they are therefore very long and difproportionably narrow, and have neither 
decks nor mafts; they are, however very roomy; for I obferved in one of them four 
horfes, and feveral people croffing over the river. When we arrived at this ferry, with 
a view to pafs over to that part of the town in which the king refided, we founda great 
number waiting for a paflage ; they looked at me with filent wonder, and I diftinguifhed 
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with concern, many Moors among them. ‘here were three different places of embark. 
ation, and thé ferrymen were very diligent and expeditious ; but, from the crowd of 
people, I could not immediately obtain a paffage ; and fat down upon the bank of the 
river, to wait for a more favourable opportunity. The view of this extenfive city ; the 
numerous canoes upon the river ; the crowded population and the cultivated ftate of the. 
furrounding country, formed altogether a profpect of civilization and magnificence 
which I little expe¢ted to find in the bofom of Africa. : 

1 waited more than two hours without having an opportunity of croffing the 
river; during which time the people who had croffed, carried information to 
Manfong the king, that a white man was waiting for a paflage and was coming 
to fee him. He immediately fent over one of his chief men, who informed me 
that the king could not poflibly fee me until he knew what had brought me into 
his country ; and that I muft not prefume to crofs the river without the king’s 
permiffion. He therefore advifed me to lodge at a diftant village, to which he 

ointed, for the night ; and faid that in the morning he would give me further 
inftru€tions how to conduct myfelf. This was very difcouraging. However, as there 
was no remedy, I fet off for the village ; where I found, to my great mortification, 
that no perfon would admit me into his houfe. I was regarded with aftonifhment and 
fear, and was obliged to fit all day without victuals, in the fhade of a tree; and the 
night threatened to be very uncomfortable, for the wind rofe, and there was great ap- 
pearance of a heavy rain ; and the wild beafts are fo very numerous in the neighbour-. 
hood that I fhould have been under the neceffity of climbing up the tree, and refting 
among the branches. About funfet, however, as I was preparing to pafs the night 
in this manner, and had turned my horfe loofe, that he might graze at liberty, a 
woman returning from the labours of the field, flopped to obferve me, and perceiving 
that I was weary and dejected, inquired into my fituation, which I briefly explained to 
her: whereupon, with looks of great compaffion, fhe took up my faddle and bridle, 
and told me to follow her. Having conduéted me into her hut, fhe lighted up a 
lamp, fpread a mat on the floor, and told me I might remain there for the night. 
Finding that I was very hungry, the faid fhe would procure me fomething to eat. 
She accordingly went out, and returned in a fhort time with a very fine fih; which 
having cauféd to be half broiled upon fome embers, fhe gave me forfupper. The rites 
of hofpitality being thus performed towards a ftranger in diftrefs, my worthy benefac- 
trefs (pointing t> the mat, and telling me I might fleep there without apprehenfion) 
called to the Teale part of her family, who had ftood gazing on me all the while in 
fixed aftonifhment, to refume their tafk of {pinning cotton; in which they continued 
to employ themfelves great part of the night. They lightened their labour by fongs, 
one of which was compofed extempore ; for I was myfelf the fubject of it. It was fung 
by one of the young women, the reft joining in a fort of chorus. The air was fweet 
and plaintive, and the words, literally tranffated were thefe.—“ The winds roared, and 
“ the rains fell.—The poor white man, faint and weary, came and fat under our tree, 
—he has no mother to bring him milk ; no wife to grind his corn.—C#orus. Let us 
‘* pity the white man; ne mother has he, &c. &c.”—Trifling as this recital may 
appear to the reader, to a perfon in my fituation, the circumftance was affefting in the 
higheft degree. I was oppreffed by fuch unexpected kindnefs ; and fleep fled from 
my eyes. In the morning I prefented my compaffionate landlady with two of the four 
brafs buttons which remained on my waiftcoat: the only recompenfe I could make 


her, : 
July 
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July 21ft. I continued in the village all this day, in converfation with the natives, 
who'came in erowds to fee me; but was rather uneafy towards evening, to find that 
no meffage had arrived from the king, the more fo, as the people began to whifper that. 
Manfong had received fome very unfavourable accounts of me, from the Moors and 
Slatees refiding at Sego; who it feems were exceedingly fufpicious concerning the 
motives of my journey. I learnt that many confultations had been held with the king, 
concerning my reception and difpofal : and fome of the villagers frankly told me, that 
Thad many enemies, and mutt expe no favour. 

July 22d. About eleven o’clock, a meffenger arrived from the king ; but he gave 
me very little fatisfa@ion. He inquired particularly if I had brought any prefent ; 
and feemed much difappointed when he was told that [had been robbed of every thing 
by the Moors. - When I Propofed to go along with him, he told me to ftop until the 
afternoon, when the king would fend for me. ~ 
"July 23. ‘In the afternoon another meflenger arrived from Manfong, with a bag 

in his hands. He told me it ‘was the king’s pleafure that I fhould. depart forthwith 
from the vicinage of Sego : but that Manfong, wifhing to relieve a white man in diftrefs, 
had fent me five thoufand kowries,* to enable me to purchafe provifions in the courfe 
of my journey ; the meflenger added, that if my intentions were really to proceed to 
Jenné, he had orders to accompany me as a guide to Sanfanding. 1 was, at firit, 
puzzled to account for this behaviour of the king; but from the converfation I had 
with the guide, I had afterwards reafon to believe that Manfong would willingly have 
admitted me into his prefence at Sego ; but was apprehenfive he might not be able to 
protect me againft the blind and inveterate malice of the Moorifh inhabitants, His 
condu@, therefore, was at once prudent and liberal. The circumftances under which 
I made my appearance at Sego, were undoubtedly fuch as might create in the mind of 
the king,.a well-warranted fufpicion that I withed to conceal the true object of m 
journey. He argued, probably, as my guide argued: who, when he was told, that I 
had come from a great diftance, and through many dangers, to behold the Joliba river, 
naturally inquired, if there were no rivers in my own country, and whether one river 
was not like another. Notwithftanding this, and in fpite of the jealous machinations 
of the Moors, this benevolent prince thought it fufficient, that a white man was found 
in his dominions, in a condition of extreme wretchednefs, and that no other plea was 
neceflary to entitle the fufferer to his bounty, 


CHAP, W=— Departure from Sego, and Arrival at Kabba—Defeription of the Shea 
or vegetable Butter Tree-—The Author and bis Guide arrive ct Sanfanding — 
Behaviour of the Moors at that Place.—The Author purfues his Journey to the 
Eafward.—Incidents on the Road.— Arrives at Modiboo, and proceeds Sor Kea; 
Sut obliged to leave his Hlorfe by the Way.—Embarks at Kea in é Fifberman’s Canoe 
for Moorzan ; is conveyed from thence acrofs the Niger to Sillao—Determines to 
Proceed no further Eaftward—Some Account of the further Courfe of the Niger, and 
the Towns in its Vicinage, towards the Ea/t. 3 


BEING, in the manner that has been related, compelled to leave Sego, I was 
conducted the fame evening to a village about feven miles to the eaftward, with fome 


* Mention has already been made of thefe little fhells, which pafs current as money in many 
parts of the Eaft Indies as well as Africa. In Bambarra, and the adjacent countries, where the nece{- 
faries of life are very cheap, one hundred of them would commonly purchafe a day’s Provifions for myfelf, 
and corn for my horfe. I reckoned about two hundred and filty kowries equal to one fhilling, 
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of the inhabitants of which my guide was acquainted, and by whom we were well 
received.* He was very friendly and communicative, and {poke highly of the hof- 
pitality of his countrymen; but withal told me, that if Jenné was the place of my 
deftination, which he feemed to have hitherto doubted, I had undertaken an enter- 
"prize of greater danger than probably I was apprized of: for, although the town of 
Jenné was, nominally, a part of the King of Bambarra’s dominions, it was in fa@, he 
faid, a city of the Moors; the leading part of the inhabitants being Bufhreens, and 
even the governor himfelf, though appointed by Manfong, of the fame fe&. Thus 
was I in danger of falling a fecond time into the hands of men who would confider it 
not only juftifiable, but meritorious, to deftroy me: and this reflection was aggravated 
by the circumitance that the danger increafed, as I advanced in my journey; for 1, 
learned that the places beyond Jenné were under the Moorifh influence, in a {till 
greater degree than Jenné itfelf; and Tombuétoo, the great object of my fearch, 
altogether in poffeffion of that favage and mercilefs people, who allow no Chriftian to 
live there. But I had now advanced too far to think of returning to the weftward, on 
fuch vague and uncertain information, and determined to proceed ; and being accom- 
panied by the guide, I departed from the village on the morning of the 24th. About 
eight o’clock, we paffed a large town called Kabba, fituated in the midft of a beautiful 
and highly cultivated country ; bearing a greater refemblance to the centre of England, 
than to what I fhould have fuppofed had been the middle of Africa. The people were 
every where employed in colleéting the fruit of the Shea trees, from which they pre- 
pare vegetable butter.—Thefe trees grow in great abundance all over this part of 
Bambarra. They are not planted by the natives, but are found growing naturally 
in the woods; and in clearing wood Jand for cultivation, every tree is cut down but 
the Shea. The tree itfelf very much refembles the American oak; and the fruit, 
from the kernel of which, being firft dried in the fun, the butter is prepared, by 
boiling the kernel in water, has fomewhat’ the appearance of a Spanifh olive. The 
tena is enveloped in a fweet pulp, under a thin green rind; and the butter 
produced from it, befides the advantage of its keeping the whole year without falt, 
is whiter, firmer, and, to my palate, of a richer flavour than the beft butter I ever 
tafted made from cow’s milk. The growth and preparation of this commodity, feem 
to be among the firft objects of African induftry in this and the neighbouring ftates ; 
and it conftitutes a main article of their inland commerce. 

We paffed, in the courfe of the day, a great many villages, inhabited chiefly by 
fifhermen ; and in the evening about five o’clock arrived at Sanfanding; a very large 
town, containing, as I was told, from eight to ten thoufand inhabitants. This place 
is much reforted to by the Moors, who bring falt from Beeroo, and beads and coral 
from the Mediterranean, to exchange here for gold duft, and cotton cloth. This cloth 
they fell to great advantage in Beeroo, and other Moorifh countries, where, on account 
of the want of rain, no cotton is cultivated, 

I defired my guide to condu& me to the houfe in which we were to lodge, by 
the noft private way poffible. We accordingly rode along between the town and the 
river, pafling by a creek or harbour, in which I obferved twenty large canoes, moft of 
them fully loaded, and covered with mats, to prevent the rain from injuring the goods. 
As we proceeded, three other canoes arrived, two with paflengers, and one with goods, 


» I fhould have before obferved, that I found the language of Bambarra, a fort of corrupted Mandingo, 
After a little practice, I underftood, and fpoke it without difficulty. 
2 : Iwas. 


° 
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I was happy to find that all the Negro inhabitants took nie for a Moor; under which 
charaéter I-fhould probably have paffed unmolefted, had not a Moor, who was fitting by 
the river fide, difcovered the miftake, and fetting up a loud exclamation, brought 
together a number of his countrymen. ; 
‘When I arrived at the houfe of Counti Mamadi, the Dooty of the town, I was fur- 
rounded with hundreds of people, fpeaking a variety of different dialeéts, all equally 
unintelligible to me. At length, by. the affiftance of my guide, who acted as in- 
terpreter, I underftood that one of the f{pectators pretended to have feen me at one 
place, and another at fome other place; and a Moorifh woman abfolutely fwore that 
fhe had kept my houle three years at Gallam on the river Senegal. It was plain that 
they miftook me for fome other perfon; and I defired two of the moft confident; to 
point towards the place where they had feen me. They pointed due fouth; hence 1 
think it probable that they came from Cape Coaft, where they might have feen many 
white men. ‘Their language was different from any I had yet heard. The Moors now 
affembled in great numbers ; with their ufual arrogance, compelling the Negroes to 
ftand at a diftance. They immediately began to queftion me concerning. my religion ; 
but finding that I was not mafter of the Arabic, they fent for two men, whom they 
call Hbuidi (Jews), in hopes that they might be able to converfe with me. Thefe 
Jews, in drefs and appearance, very much refemble the Arabs; but though they fo 
far conform to the religion of Mahomet, as to recite, in public, prayers from the Koran, 
they are but little refpected by the Negroes ; and even the Moors themfelves allowed, 
that though I was a Chriftian, 1 was a better man than a Jew. They, however, in- 
fifted, that, like the Jews, I muft conform fo far as to repeat the Mahomedan prayers ; 
and when I attempted to wave the fubjeét, by telling them that I could not {peak 
Arabic, one of them, a Shereef from Tuat, in the Great Defert, ftarted up and fwore 
by the Prophet, that if 1 refufed to go to the mofque, he would be one that would 
aifift in carrying me thither. And there is no doubt but this threat would have been 
‘immediately executed, had not my landlord interpofed in my behalf. He told them, 
that I was the king's ftranger, and he could not fee me ill treated, whilft I was under 
his protection. He therefore advifed them to let me alone for the night; affuring 
them, that, in the morning I fhould be fent about my bufinefs. This fomewhat appeafed 
their clamour ; but they compelled me to afcend a high feat, by the door of the mofque, 
in order that every body might fee me; for the people had affembled in fuch numbers 
as to be quite ungovernable; climbing upon the houfes, and {queezing each other, 
like the fpeétators at an execution. Upon this feat 1 remained until funfet, when I 
was conducted into a neat little hut, with 4 fmall court before it; the door of which 
Counti Mamadi fhut, to prevent any perfon from difturbing me. But this precaution 
could not exclude the Moors. They climbed over the top of the mud wall, and came 
in crowds into the court, in order, they faid, to fee me perform my evening devotions, 
and eat eggs. The former of thefe ceremonies, I did not think proper to comply wih; 
but I told them I had no objeétion to eat eggs, provided they would bring me eggs 
to eat. My landlord immediately brought me feven hen’s eggs, and was much fur- 
prifed to find that I could not eat them raw ; for it feems to be a prevalent opinion 
among the inhabitants of the interior, that Europeans fubfift almoft entirely on this 
diet. When’I had fucceeded, in perfuading my landlord that this opinion was without 
foundation, and that 1 would gladly partake of any victuals which he might think 
proper to fend me; he ordered a fheep to be killed, and part of it to be dreffed for 
my fupper. About midnight, when the Moors had left me, he paid me a vifit, and 
ee Anafe dofined mete writehim a faphie. ** If a Moor’s faphie is good, 
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(faid this hofpitable old man), a white man’s muft needs be better.” I readily fur- 
nifhed him with one, poffeffed of all the virtues 1 could concentrate; for it contained 
the Lord’s prayer. The pen with which it was written was made of a reed; a little 
charcoal and gum-water made very tolerable ink, and a thin board anfwered the pur- 
pofe of paper. 

July 25th. Early in the morning, before the Moors were affembled, I departed 
from Sanfanding, and flept the enfuing night at a {mall town, call Sibili; from whence, 
on the day following, I reached Nyara, a large town at fome diftance from the river, 
where I halted the 27th, to have my clothes wafhed, and recruit my horfe. The Dooty 
there has a very commodious houfe, flat roofed, and two ftories high. He ‘thewed 
me fome gunpowder of his own manufaGuring ; and pointed out as a great curiofity 
a little brown monkey, that was tied to a ftake by the door, telling me that it came 
from a far-diftant country, called Kong. 

July 28th. - I departed from Nyara, and reached Nyamee about noon. This town 
is inhabited chiefly by Foulahs, from the kingdom of Mafina. The Dooty (1 know 
not why) would not receive me, but civilly fent his fon on horfeback, to conduét me 
to Modiboo; which, he affured me,. was at no great diftance. 

‘We rode nearly in a direét line through the woods; but in general went forwards 
with great circumfpeétion, I obferved that my guide frequently ftopped, and looked 
under the bufhes. On inquiring the reafon of this caution, he told me that lions 
were very numerous in that part of the country, and frequently attacked people tra- 
velling through the woods. While he was fpeaking, my horfe ftarted, and looking 
round, I obferved a large animal of the camelopard kind, ftanding at a little diftance, 
The neck and fore legs were very long; the head was furnifhed with two fhort black 
horns, turning backwards ; the tail, which reached down to the ham joint, had a 
tuft of hair atthe end. The animal was of a moufe colour ; and it trotted away from 
us in a very fluggifh manner; moving its head from fide to fide, to fee if We were 
purfuing it. Shortly after this, as we were crofling a large open plain, where there 
were a few fcattered bufhes, my guide, who was a little way before me, wheeled his 
horfe round in a moment, calling out fomething in the Foulah language, which I did 
‘not underftand. I inquired in Mandingo what he meant; Wara billi billi, a very large 
lion, faid he; and made figns for me to ride away. But my horfe was too much 
fatigued : fo we rode flowly paft the bufh, from which the animal had given us the 
alarm. Not feeing any thing myfelf, however, I thought my guide had been miftaken, 
when the Foulah fuddenly put his hand to his mouth, exclaiming, Soubab an allubi 
(God preferve us !) and to my great furprife I then perceived a large red lion, at a 
fhort diftance from thé buth, with his head couched between his fore paws. I expeéted 
he would inftantly fpring upon me, and inftinétively pulled my feet from my ftirrups 
to throw myfeif on the ground, that my horfe might become the vidim, rather than 
myfelf. But it is probable the lion was not hungry; for he quietly fuffered us to 
pafs, though we were fairly within his reach. My eyes were fo rivetted upon this 
fovereign of the beafts, that I found it impoffible to remove them, until we were at 
a confideraple diftance. We now took a circuitous route, through fome fwampy 
ground, to avoid any more of thefe difagreeable rencounters. At ifunfet we arrived 
“at Modiboo, a delightful village on the banks of the Niger, commanding a view of 
the river for many miles, botli to the eaft and weft. ‘The fmall green iflands (the 
peaceful retreat of fome induftrious Foulahs, whofe cattle are here fecure from the 
‘depredations of wild beafts,) and the majeftic breadth of the river, which is here much 


darger than at Sego, render the fituation one of the moft enchanting in the world, 
: i‘. Dera 
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Here are caught great plenty of fifth, by means of long cotton nets, which the natives 
make themfelves, and ufe nearly in the fame manner as nets are ufed in Europe. 1 
obferved the head of a crocodile lying upon one of the houfes, which they told me 
had been killed by the thepherds, in a fwamp near the town. Thefe animals are not 
uncommon in the Niger; but I believe they are not oftentimes found dangerous. 
They are of little account to the traveller, when compared with the amazing {warms 
of mufquetoes, which rife from the fwamps and creeks, in fuch numbers as to harafs 
even the moft torpid of the natives; and as my clothes were now almoft worn to 
rags, I was but ill prepared to refift their attacks. I ufually paffed the night without 
fhutting my eyes, walking backwards and forwatds, fanning myfelf with my hat ; their 
ftings raifed- numerous blifters on my legs and arms; which, together with the want 
of reft, made me very feverifh and uneafy. 

July 2gth. Early in the morning, my landlord obferving that I was fickly, hurried 
me away 3 fending a fervant with me as a guide to Kea. But though I was little 
able to walk, my horle was ftill lefs able to carry me; and about fix miles to the eaft 
of Modiboo, in crofling fome rough clayey ground he fell; and the united ftrength. 
of the guide and myfelf, could not place him again upon his legs. I fat down for’ 
fome time befide this worn-out affociate of my adventures; but finding him ftill unable 
to rife, Itook off the faddle and bridle, and placed a quantity of grafs before him. I 
furveyed the poor animal, as he lay panting on the ground, with fympathetic emotion ; 
for I could not fupprefs the fad apprehenfion that I fhould myfelf, in a fhort time, lie 
down and perifh in the fame manner, of fatigue and hunger. With this foreboding 
I left my poor horfe; and with great relu€tance followed my guide on foot, along 
the bank of the river, until about noon ; when we reached Kea, which I found to 
be nothing more than a fmall fithing village. The Dooty, a furly old man, who was 
fitting by the gate, received me very coolly ; and when I informed him of my fituation, 
and begged his protection, told me, with great indifference, that he paid very little 
attention to fine fpeeches, and that I fhould not enter his houfe. My guide remons 
ftrated in my favour, but to no purpofe; for the Dooty remained inflexible in his 
determination. I knew not where to reft my wearied limbs, but was happily relieved 
by a fithing canoe, belonging to Silla, which was at that moment coming down. the 
river. The Dooty waved to the fitherman to come near, and defired him to take 
charge of meas far as Moorzan. The fitherman, after fome hefitation, confented to, 
carry me; and I embarked in the canoe, in company with the fifherman, his wife, and 
a boy. The Negro who had condu€ted me from Modiboo, now lei me; I requefted 
him to look to my horfe on his return, and take care of him ‘f he was ftill alive, 
which he promifed to do. 

Departing from Kea, we proceeded about a mile down the river, when the fifher- 
man paddled the canoe to the bank, and defired me to jump out. Having tied the 
canoe to a ftake, he ftripped off his clothes, and dived for fuch a length of time, that 
I thought he had aétually drowned himfelf, and was furprifed to fee his wife behave 
with fo much indifference upon the occafion; but my fears were over wher: he raifed 
up his head aftern of the canoe, and called for a rope. ‘With this rope he dived a. 
fecond time, and then got into the canoe, and ordered the boy to affift him in pulling. 
At length, they brought up a large bafket, about ten feet in diameter, containing two 
fine fith, which the fifherman (after returning the bafket into the water) immediatel 
carried athore, and hid in the grafs. We then went a little further down, and ok 
‘up another bafket, in which was one fifh. The fifherman now left. us, to carry. his 

3 prizes 


‘ 


8r0.. PARK’S TRAVELS IN AERICA, - 
prizes to fome neighbouring market; andthe woman and boy proceeded with me in 
the canoe, down the river. \ : i 

About four d’clock we arrived at Moorzan, a fifhing-town on the northern bank ; 
from. whence I was conveyed acrofs the river to Silla, a large town; where J remained 
until it was quite dark, under a tree, furrounded by hundreds of people. But their 
language was very ditferent from the other parts of Bambarra; and I was informed 
that in my progrefs eaftward, the Bambarra tongue was but little underftood, and that 
when I reached Jenné, I fhould find that the majority of the inhabitants fpoke a dif- 
ferent language, called Jenné Kummo, by the Negroes; and Kalam Soudan, by the 
Moors, ‘ 

With a great deal of intreaty, the Dooty allowed me to come into his baloon, to 
avoid the rain; but the place was very damp, and I had a fmart paroxyfm of fever 
during the night. "Worn down by ficknefs, exhaufted with hunger and fatigue ; half 
naked, and without any article of value, by which I might procure provifions, clothes, 
or lodging ; I began to refle& ferioufly on my fituation. I was now convinced by 
painful experience, that the obftacles to my further progrefs were infurmountable. 
‘The tropical rains were already fet in with all their violence; the rice grounds and 
fwamps'were every where overflowed; and in a few days more, travelling of every 
Kind, unlefs by water, would be completely obftru@ed. The kowries which ree 
mained of the King of Bambarra’s prefent, were not fufficient to enable me to hire 3 
canoe for any great diftance ; and I had but little hopes of fubfifting by charity, ina 
country where the Moors have fuch influence. But above all, 1 perceived that I was 
advancing more and more within the power of thofe mercilefs fanatics; and from 
my reception both at Sego and Sanfanding, I was apprehenfive that, in attempting to 
reach even Jenné (unlefs under the protection of fome man of confequence amongft 
them, which I had no means of obtaining), I fhould facrifice my life to no purpofe ; 
for my. difcoveries would perith with me. The profpeét either way was gloomy. In 
returning to the Gambia, a journey on foot of many hundred miles prefented itfelf 
to my contemplation, through regions and countries unknown. Neverthelefs, this 
feemed to be the only alternative ; for I faw inevitable deftruGion in attempting to 
proceed to the eaftward. With this conviction on my mind, I hope my readers will 
acknowledge, that I did right in going no farther. I had made ‘every effort to exe- 
cute my miffion in its fulleft extent, which prudence could juftify. Had there been 
the moit diftant profpeé of a fuccefsful termination, neither the unavoidable hardthips 
of the journey, nor the dangers of a fecond captivity, thould have forced me to defift. 
This, however, neczility compelled me to do; and whatever may be the opinion of 
my general readers on this point, it affords me inexpreffible fatisfaGtion, that my 
honourable employers have been pleafed, fince my return, to exprefs their full appro- 
bation of my condua. 

Having thus brought my mind, after much doubt and perplexity, to a deter- 
mination to return weftward ; I thought it incumbent on me, before I left Silla, to 
colle& from the Moorith and Negro traders, all the information I could, concerning 
the further courfe of the Niger eaftward, and the fituation and extent of the king- 
doms in its vicinage; and the following few notices I received from fuch various 
quarters, as induce me to think they are authentic, 

Two fthort days journey to the eaftward of Silla, is the town of Jenné, which is 
fituated on a {mall ifland in the river ; and is faid to contain a greater number of inha- 
bitants than Sego itfelf, or any other town in Bambarra. At the diftance of two days 
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more, the river {preads into a confiderable lake, called Dibbie (or the dark lake), 
concerning tle extent of which, all the information [ could obtain was, that in crofling 
it, from weft to eaft, the canoes lofe fight of land one whole day. From this lake 
the water iffues in many different ftreams, which terminate in two large branches, one 
whereof flows towards the north-eaft, and the other to the eaft; but thefe branches 
join at Kabra, which is one day’s journey to the fouthward of Tombuétoo, and is the 
port or thipping-place of that city. The traét of land which the two ftreams encircle, 
is called Jinbala, and is inhabited by Negroes ; and the whole diftance, by land, from 
Jenné to Tombuétoo, is twelve days’ journey. . 

From Kabra, at the diftance of eleven days’ journey, down the ftream, the river 
paffes to the fouthward of Houffa, which is two days’ journey diftant from the river. 
Of the further progrefs of this great river, and its final exit, all the natives with 
whom I converfed, feemed to be entirely ignorant. Their commercial purfuits feldom 
induce them to travel further than the cities of Tombuétoo and Houfla; and as the 
fole object of thofe journies is the acquirement of wealth, they pay but little attention 
to the courfe of rivers, or the geography of countries. It is, however, highly probable 
that the Niger affords a fafe and eafy communication between very remote nations. 
All my informants agreed, that many of the Negro merchants who arrive at Tom- 
buétoo and Houfla, from the eaftward, fpeak a different language from that of Bam. 
barra, or any other kingdom with which they are acquainted. But even thefe mer~' 
chants, it would feem, are ignorant of the termination of the river, for fuch of them 
as can fpeak Arabic, defcribe the amazing length of its courfe in very general terms ; 
faying only that they believe it runs to the world’s end. 

The names of many kingdoms to the eaftward of Houffa, are familiar to the 
inhabitants of Bambarra. 1 was fhewn quivers and arrows of very curious workman- 
fhip, which I was informed came from the kingdom of Kaffina. 

On the northern bank of the Niger, at a fhort diftance from Silla, is the kingdom 
of Mafina, which is inhabited by Foulahs. They employ themfelves there, as in other 
places, chiefly in pafturage, and pay an annual tribute to the King of Bambarra, for 
the lands which they occupy. ; 

To the north-eaft of Mafina, is fituated the kingdom of Tombuétoo, the great object 
of European refearch: the capital of this kingdom being one of the principal marts 
for that extenfive commerce which the Moors carry on with the Negroes. The 
hopes of acquiring wealth in this purfuit, and zeal for propagating their religion, 
have filled this extenfive city with Moors and Mahomedan converts; tne King himfelf, 
and all the chief officers of {tate are Moors; and they are faid to be more fevere and 
intolerant in their principles than any other of the Moorifh tribes in this part of Africa. 
I was informed by a venerable old Negro, that when he firft vifited T'ombuétoo, he 
took up his lodging at a fort of public inn, the landlord. of which, when he conducted 
him into his hut, fpread’a mat on the floor, and laid a rope upon it; faying, ‘* If 
“ you are a Muffulman you are my friend, fit down; but if you are a Kafir, you are 
« my flave, and with this rope I will lead you to market.” The prefent King of 
Tombuétoo is named Abu Abrahima ; he is reported to poffefs immenfe riches. His 
wives and concubines are {aid to be clothed in filk, and the chief officers of ftate live 
in confiderable fplendour. The whole expence of his government is defrayed, as I was 
told, by a tax upon merchandize, which is colleéted at the gates of the city. 

The city of Houffa (the capital of a large kingdom of the fame name, fituated to 
the eaftward of Tombuétoo,) is another great mart for Moorifh commerce. I converfed, 
with many merchants who had vifited that city; and they all agreed that it is larger, 
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and more populous, than Tombnétpo._ "The trade, police, and government, are negrly 
the fame in both; but in Houffa, the negroes are in greater proportion fo the Moors, 
and have fome fhare in the government. ‘ 

Concerning the {mall kingdom of Jinbala, I was not able to colleé& much informa- 
tion, The foil is faid to be remarkably fertile, and the whole country fo full of 
creeks and fwamps, that the Moors have hitherto been baffled in every attempt to 
fubdue it. ‘I'he inhabitants are Negroes, and fome of them are faid to live in con- 
fiderable affluence, particularly thofe near the capital; which is a_refting-place 
for fuch merchants as tranfport goods from Tombuétoo to the weftern parts of 
Africa. 

To the fouthward of Jinbala, is fituated the Negro kingdom of Gotto, which is 
faid to be of great extent. It was formerly divided into a number of petty ftates, 
which were governed by their own chiefs ; but their private quarrels invited invafion: 
from the neighbouring kingdoms. At length a politic chief, of the name of Moofee, 
had addrefs enough to make them unite in hoftilities againft Bambarra ; and on this 
occafion.he was unanimoufly ‘chofen general ; the different chiefs confenting for a 
tiie to a& under his command. Moofee immediately difpatched a fleet of canoes, 
loadéd with provifions, from the banks of the lake Dibbie up the Niger, towards Jenné, 
and with the whole of his army pufhed forwards into Bambarra. He arrived on the 
banks of the Niger oppofite to Jenné, before the townfpeople had the fmnalteft intima- 
tion of his approach ; his fleet of canoes joined him the fame day, and having landed the: 
provifions, he embarked part of his army, and in the night took Jenné by ftorm. ‘Fhis’ 
event {o terrified the King of Bambarra, that he fent meffengers to fue for peace, ahd 
in order to obtain it, confented to deliver to Moofee a certain number of flaves every 
year; and return every thing that had been taken from the inhabitants of Gotto. 
Moofee, thus triumphant, returned.to Gotto, where he was declared king, and the capital 
of the country is called by his name. : 

* On the weft of Gotto is the kingdom of Baedoo, which was conquered by the pre- 
fent King of Bambarra about feven years’ ago, and has continued tributary to hint 
ever fince. : 

-“Wrelt of Baedoo is Maniana ; the inhabitants of which, according to the beft informa- 
tion I was able to colleét, are cruel and ferocious: carrying their refentment towards 
their enemies fo far as never to give quarter; and even to indulge themfelves with’ 
unnatural and difgufting banquets of human flefh. 

“Tam well aware that the accounts which the negroes give of their enemies, ought to” 
be received with great caution; but I heard the fame account in fo many different king-" 
doms, ‘and from fuch variety of people, whofe veracity I had no occafion to fufped, that 

“I am difpofed to allow it fome degree of credit. The inhabitants of Bambarra, in the 
courfe of a long and bloody war, muft have had frequent opportunities of fatisfying 
themfelves as to the fact; and if the report had been entirely without foundation, f 
cannot conceive why the term Madumimulo (man eaters), fhould be applied exclufively* 
to the ihabitants of Maniana, : ici 
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CHAP. Ill. ~The Author returns Weftward — arrives at “Modiboo, and recoveti 
bis Horfe — finds great Difficulty in travelling, in confequence of ‘the Pains, and the 
overflowing of the River ; —is informed that the King of Bambarra had fent Perfons 
to apprehend him ; — avoids Sego, and profecutes his Journey along the Banks of the 
Niger. — Incidents on the Road. — Cruelties attendant on African Wars. — The Author 
croffes the River Frina, and arrives at Tafiara. 


HAVING, for the reafons affigned in the laft chapter, determined to proceed no 
farther eaftward than Silla, I acquainted the dooty with my intention of returning to Sego. 
propofing to travel along the fouthern fide of the river ; but he informed me, that froth 
the number of creeks and fwamps on that fide, it was impoflible to travel by any 
other route than along the northern bank ; and even that route, he faid, would foon 
be impaffable on account of the overflowing of the river. However, as he commended 
my determination to return weftward, he agreed to fpeak to fome, one of the fither- 
men to carry me over to Moorzan. I accordingly denped into a canoe about eight 
o’clock in the morning of July 30th, and in about an hour was landed at Moorzan, 
At this place I hired a canoe for fixty kowries, and in the afternoon arrived at 
Kea; where, for forty kowries more, the dooty permitted me to fleep in the fame 
hut with one of his flaves. This poor Negro, perceiving that 1 was fickly, and 
ed my clothes were very ragged, humanely lent me a large cloth to cover me for 
the night. ; 

July 31f. The dooty’s brother being going to Modiboo, I embraced the oppor- 
tunity of accompanying im thither, there being no beaten road. He promifed to carry 
my faddle; which I had left at Kea when my horfe fell down in the woods, as I now 
propofed to prefent it to the Hing of Bambarra. : ; 

‘We departed from Kea at eight o’clock, and about a thile to the weltward obferved, 
on the bank of the river, a great number of earthen jars piled up together. They 
were very neatly formed, but not glazed ; and were evidently of that fort of pot- 
tery which is manufactured at Downie (a town to the weft of Tombuétoo), and 
fold to great advantage in different parts of Bambarra. As we approached towards 
the jars, my companion plucked up a large handful of herbage, and threw it upon 
them; making figns for me to do the fame, which I did. He then, with great 
ferioufnefs, told me that thefe jars belonged to fome fupernatural power ; that they 
were found in their prefent fituation about two years ago: and as no perfon had 
claimed them, every traveller as he paffed them, from refpeét to the invifible pro- 
prietor, threw fome grafs, or the branch of a tree, upon the heap, to defend the jars 
from the-rain. , 

Thus converfing, we travelled in the moft friendly manner until, unfortunately, 
we perceived the footfteps of a lion, quite frefh in the mud, near the river fide. My 
companion now proceeded with great circumfpeGtion ; and at laft, coming to fome 
thick underwood, he infifted that I fhould walk before him. I endeavoured to” 
excufe myfelf, by alledging that I did not know the road; but he obftinately pér-’ 
fifted ; and after a few high words and menacing looks, threw down the faddle and 
went away. This very much difeoncerted me: but as I had given up all hopes of 
obtaining a horfe, I could not think of encumbering myfelf with a faddle; and taking 
off the ftirrups and girths, I threw the faddle into the river. The Negro no fooner 
faw me throw the faddle into the water, than he ¢ame running from among the bufhes 
where he had. concealed himfelf, jumped into the river, and by help of his fpear, 
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brought out the faddle, and ran away‘with it. I continued my courfe along the bank ; 
but as.the wood was remarkably-thick, and 1] had reafon to believe that a lion was at 
no great diftance, I became much. alarmed, and took a long circuit through the bufhes 
to avoid him. 

About four in the afternoon I reached Modiboo, where I found my faddle. The 
guide, who had got there before me, being afraid that I fhould inform the King of his 
conduét, had brought the faddle with him in a canoe. . 

While I was converfing with the dooty, and remonftrating againft the guide for 
having left me in fuch a fituation, I heard a horfe neigh in one of the huts; and the 
dooty inquired, with a {mile, if knew who was fpeaking to me? He explained himfelf, 
by telling me that my horfe was {till alive, and fomewhat recovered from his fatigue ; 
but he infifted that I fhould take him along with me; adding, that he had once kept a 
Moor’s horfe for four months, and when the horfe had recovered and got into good 
condition,” the Moor returned and claimed it, and refufed to give him any reward for 
his trouble. . 

Aug. it, .I.departed from Modiboo, driving my horfe before me: and in. the 
afternoon reached Nyamee, where I remained three days; during which time it 
yained without intermiffion, and with fuch violence, that no perfon could venture out 
of doors. ; 

+ Ang. sth. I departed' from Nyamee; but the country was fo deluged, that.I was 
frequently in danger of lofing the road, and had to wade acrofs the favannahs for 
miles together, knee deep in water. Even the corn ground, which is the drieft-land 
in the country, was fo completely flooded, that my horfe twice ftuck faft in the mud, 
and was not got out without the greateft difficulty. ; 

In the evening of the fame day I arrived at Nyara, where I was well received 
by the dooty; and as the 6th was rainy, I did not depart until the morning of 
the 7th; but the water had fwelled to {uch a height, that in many places the road 
was fcarcely paffable ; and though I waded breaft deep acrofs the {wamps, 1 cculd 
only reach a fmall village called Nemaboo, where, however, . for. an hundred 
ear I procured from fome foulahs plenty of corn for my horfe, and milk for 
mylelf. 

is 8th. The difficulties I had experienced the day before, made me anxious 
to engage.a . fellow-traveller ; particularly as 1 was affured, that, in the courle of a 
few days, the country. would be fo completely overflowed, as to render the road 
utterly impaffable; but though I offered two hundred kowries for a guide, nobody 
would accompany me. However, on the morning following, (Auguft gth,) a Moor 
and_his wife, riding upon two :bullocks, and bound for Sego with falt, paffed the 
village ; and agreed to take me along with them: but I found them of little fer- 
vice, for they were wholly unacquainted with the road, and being accuftomed to a 
fandy foil, were very bad travellers. Inftead of wading before the bullocks, to fee! 
if the ground was folid, the woman boldly entered the firft fwamp, riding upon the. 
top of the load ; but when fhe had proceeded about two hundred yards, the bullock 
funk into a hole, and threw both the load and herfelf among the reeds. ‘The frightened: 
hufband ftood for fome time feemingly petrified with horror, and fuffered his wife to be 
almoft drowned before he went to her affiftance. “f 

About funfet we reached Sibity: but the dooty received me very coolly ; and- 
when I folicited for a guide to Sanfanding, he told me his people were otherwife.em- 
ployed. Iwas fhewn into a damp old hut, where I paffed a very uncomfortable night ; 
for when the walls of the hut are foftened by the rain, they frequently become too 
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weak to fupport the weight of the roof. -I heard three huts fall during the night, 
‘and was apprehenfive that the hut I lodged in would be the fourth. In the morning, as 
I went to pull fome grafs for my horfe, I counted fourteen ‘huts which had fallen in 
this manner fince the commencement of the rainy feafon. 

It continued to rain with great violence all the roth; and as the dooty refufed to 
give me any provifions, I purchafed fome corn, which 1 divided with my horfe: 

Aug. 11th, The dooty compelled me to depart from the town, and I fet out for 
Sanfanding without any great hopes of faring better there than I had done at 
Sibity ; for I learned from people who came to vifit me, that a report ‘prevailed, 
and was univerfally believed, that I had come to Bambarra as a {py ; and as Manfong 
had not admitted me into his prefence, the dooties of the different towns were at 
liberty to treat me in what manner they pleafed. From repeatedly hearing the fame 
ftory, I had no doubt of the truth of it; but as there was no: alternative, I deter- 
mined to proceed, and a little before funfet I arrived at Sanfanding. - “My recegition 
was what I expeéted. Counti Mamadi, who had been fo kind to me forméerly, 
fearcely gave me welcome, Every one wifhed to fhun me, and my landlord -fent’a 
perfon to inform me, that a very unfavourable report was received from Sego concern- 
ing me, and that he wifhed me to depart early in the morning. “About ten o’clock at 
night Counti Mamadi himfelf came privately to me, and informed me, py barg se! 
had difpatched a canoe to Jenné ‘to bring me back’; ‘and he-was afraid I fhould lind 
great difficulty in going to the weft country. He advifed me, therefore, to. depart’from 
Sanfanding before daybreak ; and cautioned me againft ftopping at Diggani, or any 
town near Sego. : 

Aug. 12th, + departed from Sanfanding, and reached Kabba in the aftegnéon. .. 
As I approached the town, I was furprifed to fee feveral people 'affembled at the gites 
one of whom, as I advanced, came running towards me, and taking my horfe by-the 
bridle, led me round the walls of the town; and then pointing-to the weft, told me to 
go along, or it would fare worfe with me. It was in vain that I reprefented the dan- 
ger of being benighted in the woods, expofed to the inclemency of the weather}:and 
to the fury of wild beafts. “Go along,” was all the anfwer; and -amumber of 
people coming up, and urging me in the fame manner with great earneftnefs,’I 
fufpected that fome of the King’s meffengers; who were fent in fearch of me, weére 
inthe town; and that thefe Negroes, from mere. kindnefs, ‘conducted’'me: paft. it 
with’a view to facilitate my efcape. I ac¢ordingly took the road for Sego, withthe 
uncomfortable profpect of paffing the night on the branches of a ‘ree. - After*travel- 
ling about three miles, { came to a finall village near the rord. The dooty was 
fplitting fticks by the gate; but I found I could have no admittance; and when 
1 attempted to enter, he jumped up, and with the ftick he held in his hand 
threatened to ftrike me off the horfe, if I prefumed to advance another ftep.:~ - 

‘At alittle diftance from this village (and farther from the road), is another fimall 
one. I conjectured, that being rather out of the common route the inhabitants might 
‘have fewer objections to give‘me houfe-room for the night; and having croffed fome 
corn fields, I fat down under a tree by the well. Two or three women came to draw 
water ; and one: of them perceiving I was a ftranger, inquired whither I was going. 
I told her I was going for Sego, but being benighted on the road, I wifhed to ftay at 
the village until miorning ; and begged fhe would acquaint the dooty with my fitu- 
ation. In a little titie the dooty fent-for me, and -permitted me tq’ fleep in a 
large baloon, in one corner of which was conftruéted a kiln for drying the fruit of 
the fhea trees: it contained about half a cart load of fruit, under which was kept 
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up a clear, wood fixe. 1 was informed. that in three days the fruit would be ready for 
pounding and boiling; and that the butter thus manufaétured, is preferable to that 
whichis prepared from fruit dried in the fun, efpeciaily in the rainy feafon, when the 
procefs by infolation is always tedious, and oftentimes ineffetual. 

Aug. 13th. About ten o’clock I reached a fmall village within half a mile of 
Sego, where I endeavoured, but in vain, to procure fome provifions. Jvery one 
feemed anxious to avoid me ; and I could plainly perceive, by the looks and behaviour 
of the inhabitants, that fome very unfavourable accounts had been circulated con- 
cerning me. 1 was again informed that Manfong had fent people to apprehend me; 
and the dooty’s fon told me had no time to lofe, if 1 wifhed to get fafe out of 
Bambarra. J now fully faw the danger of my fituation, and determined to avoid Sego 
altogether. I accordingly mounted my horfe, and taking the road for Diggani, tra- 
velled as faft as I could, until was out of fight of the villagers, when I ftruck to the 
weftward, through high grafs and {wampy ground. About noon, I ftopped under a 
tree, to confider what courfe to take ; for I had now no doubt but that the Moors and 
Slatees had mifinformed the King refpeéting the objet of my miffion, and that the 
people were abfolutely in fearch of me to convey mea prifoner toSego. Sometimes! - 
had thoughts of {wimming my horfe acrofs the Niger, and. going to the fouthward for 
j Sere Coait; but refle@ing that I had ten days to travel before I fhould reach Kong, 

afterward an extenfive country to traverfe, inhabited by various nations, with 
whofe language and manners I was totally unacquainted, I relinquifhed this fcheme, 
and judged, that I fhould better anfwer the purpofe of my miffion, by proceeding 
to the weftward along the Niger, endeavouring to afcertain how far the river was 
navigable in that direction. Having refolved upon this courfe, I proceeded accord- 
ingly ; and a little before funfet, arrived at a Foulah village called Sooboo, where, 
for two hundred kowries, I procured lodging for the night. 

Aug. 14th. I continued my courfe along the bank of the river, through a popu- 
lous and well cultivated country. I paffed a walled town called Kamalia*, without 
ftopping ; and at noon rode through a large town called Samee, where there happened 
to be a market, and anumber of people affembled in an open place in the middle 
of the town, felling cattle, cloth, corn, &c. 1 rode through the midft of them without 
being much obferved ; every one taking me for a Moor. In the afternoon J arrived 
at afmall village called Binni, where I agreed with the dooty’s fon, for one hundred 
kowries, to allow me to ftay for the night ; but when the dooty returned, he infifted 
that J fhould inftaridy leave the place ; and if his wife and fon had not interceded for 
me, I muft have complied. : 

Aug. rsth. About nine o’clock I paffed a large town called Sai, which very 
much excited my curiofity. It is completely furrounded by two very deep trenches, at 
about two hundred yards diftant from the walls. On the top of the trenches area 
number of fquare towers ; and the whole has the appearance of a regular fortification. 
Inquiring into the origin of this extraordinary intrenchment, I learned from two of 
the townffeople the following particulars; which, if true, furnifh a mournful picture 
of the enormities of African wars. About fifteen years ago, when the prefent King 
of Bambarra’s father defolated Maniana, the dooty of Sai had two fons {lain in battle, 
fighting in the King’s caufe. Hehad athird fon living ; and when the King demanded 
a farther reinforcement of men, and this youth among the reft, the dooty refufed to 
fend him. This conduét fo enraged the King, that when he returned from Maniana, 
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about the beginning of the rainy feafon, and found the dooty protefted by the inhabi- 
tants, he fat down before Sai with his army, and furrounded the town with the 
trenches I had now feen. After a fiege of two months, the townfpeople became in- 
volved in all the horrors of famine ; and whilft the King’s army were feafting in 
their trenches, they faw with pleafure the miferable inhabitants of Sai devour the 
leaves and bark of the bentang tree that ftood in the middle of the town. Finding, 
however, that the befieged would fooner perifh than furrender, the King had recourfe 
to treachery. He promifed, that if they would open the gates, no perfon fhould be 
put to death, nor fuffer any injury but the dooty alone. The poor old man deter- 
mined to facrifice himfelf, for the fake of his fellow-citizens, and immediately walked 
over to the King’s army, where he was put to death. His fon, in attempting to efcape, 
was caught and maffacred in the trenches; and the reft of the townfpeople were 
carried away captives, and fold as flaves to the different Negro traders. _ 

About noon I came to the village of Kaimoo, fituated upon the bank of the river ; 
and as the corn I had purchafed at Sibili, was exhaufted, I endeavoured to purchafe 
a frefh fupply ; but was informed that corn was become very fcarce all over the 
country ; and though I offered fifty kowries for a fmall quantity, no perfon would 
fell me any. As I was about to depart, however, one of the villagers (who probably 
miftook me for a Moorifh fhereef) brought me fome as a prefent ; only defiring te 
in return, to beftow my blefling upon him; which I did in plain-Englith, and ‘he 
received it with a thoufand acknowledgments. Of this prefent I made my dinners 
and it was the third fucceflive day that I had fubfifted entirely upon raw corm. +: 

In the evening I arrived at a fmall village called Song, the furly inhabitants of 
which would not receive me, nor fo much as permit me to enter the gate; but as 
lions were very numerous in this neighbourhood, and Thad frequently, in the courfe 
of the day, feen the impreffion of their feet on the road, I refolved to ftay im the 
vicinity of the village. Having collected fome grafs for my horfe, I accordingly lay 
down under a tree by the gate. About ten o’clock I heard the hollow roar of -4 
lion at no great diftance, and attempted to open the gate; but the people from within 
told me, that no perfon mutt attempt to enter the gate withoutythe dooty’s' permift 
fion. I begged them to inform the dooty that a lion was approaching the villabe, 
and I hoped he would allow me to come within the gate. J waited for an anfwer to 
this meflage with great anxiety ; for the lion kept prowling round the village, and 
once advanced fo very near me, that I heard him ruftling among the grafs, and climbed 
the tree for fafety. About midnight the dooty with fome of his people opened the 
gate, and defired me to come in. ‘They were convinced, they faid, that I was not a 
Moor; for no Moor ever waited any time at the gate of a village, without curfing the 
inhabitants. 

Aug. 16th. About ten o’clock I paffed a confiderable town, with a mofque, 

“called Jabbe. Here the country begins to rife into hills, and I could fee the fum- 
mits of high mountains to the weftward. Ihad very difagreeable travelling all this 
day, on account of the fwampinels of the roads ; for the river was now rifen to fuck 
a height, as to overflow great part of the flat land on both fides: and from the mud- 
dinefs of the water, it was difficult to difcern its’ depth. In eroffing one of thefe 
fwamps, a little to the weftward of a town called Gangu, my horfe being up to the 
be lly in water, flipt fuddenly into a deep pit, and was almoft drowned before he 
could difengage his feet from the ftiff clay at the bottom. Indeed both the horfe 
and his rider were fo completely covered with mud, that in paffing the village of Cal- 
limana, the people compared us to two dirty elephants. About noon I {topped at a 
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{mall village near Yamina, where 1 .purchafed fome corn, and dried my. papers and 
clothes. t 2 

‘The town of Yamina, at a diftance, has avery fine appearance. It covers nearly 
the fame extent of ground as Sanfanding; but having been plundered by Daily, 
King of Kaarta, about four years ago, it has not yet refumed its former profperity ; 
nearly one half of the town being nothing but a heap of ruins: however, it is ftill a 
confiderable place, and is fo much frequented by the Moors, that I did not think it 
fafe to lodge init: but, in order to fatisfy myfelf refpedting its population and extent, 
I refolved to ride through it; in doing which, I obferved a great many Moors fitting 
upon the Bentangs, and other places of public refort. Every body looked at me 
with aftonifhment; but as I rode brifkly along, they had no time to afk quettions. 

Larrived in the evening at Farra, a walled village ; where, without much difficulty, 
I procured a lodging for the night. 

Aug. 17th. Early in the morning I purfued my journey, and at eight o’clock 
pafled a confiderable town called Balaba: after which the road quits the plain, and 
ftretches along the fide of the hill. I paffed in the courfe of this day the ruins of 
three towns; the inhabitants of which were all carried away by Daily, King of 
Kaarta, on the fame day that he took and plundered Yamina. Near one of thefe 
ruins I climbed a tamarind tree, but found the fruit quite green and four; and the 
profpect of the country was by no means inviting ; for the high grafs and bufhes 
feemed completely to obftru& the road, and the low lands were all fo flooded by 
the river, that the Niger had the appearance of an extenfive lake. In the evening I 
arrived at Kanika, where the dooty, who was fitting upon an elephant’s hide at the 
gate, received me kindly ; and gave me for fupper fome milk and meal; which I 
confidered (as to a perfon in my fituation it really was) a very great luxury. 

Aug. 18th. By miftake I took the wrong road, and did not difcover my error, 
until Thad travelled near four miles; when coming to an eminence, I obferved the 
Niger confiderably to the left. Directing my courfe towards it, I travelled through 
long grafs and buthes, with great difficulty, until two o’clock in the afternoon ; when 
Icame to a comparatively {mall, but very rapid river ; which I took at firft for a 
creek, or one of the ftreams of the Niger. However, after I had examined it with 
more attention, I was convinced that it was a diftinét river ; and as the road evidently 
croffed it (for 1 could fee the pathway on the oppofite fide), I fat down upon the 
bank, in hopes that fome traveller might arrive, who would give me the neceffary 
information concerning the fording place; for the banks were fo covered with 
reeds and bufhes, that it would have been almoft impoflible to land on the other 
fide, except at the pathway; which, on account of the rapidity of the ftream, it 
feemed very difficult to reach. No traveller, however, arriving, and there being a 
great appearance of rain, I examined the grafs and buthes, for fome way up the bank, 
and determined upon entering the river confiderably above the pathway, in order to 
reach the other fide before the ftream had fwept me too far down. With this view I 
faftened .ny clothes upon the faddle, and was ftanding up to the neck in water, pul- 
ling my horfe by the bridle to make him follow me, when a man. came accidentally 
to the place, and feeing me in the water, called to me with great vehemence to come 
out. The alligators, he faid, would devour both me and ‘my horfe, if we at- 
tempted to fwim over. When 1 had got out, the flranger, who had never before 
feen a European, feemed wonderfully furprifed. He twice put his hand to his 
mouth, exclaiming in a low tone of veaice, “ God preferve me! who is this?” but 
when he heard me fpeak the Bambarra tongue, and found that IT was going the 
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fame way as himfelf, he promifed to affift me in crofling the river; the name of. 
which he told me was Frina. He then went a little way along the bank, and 
called to fome perfon, who anfwered from the other fide. Ina fhort time a canoe, 
with two boys, came paddling from among the reeds: thefe boys agreed for fifty 
kowries, to tranfport me and my horfe over the river, which was effetted without 
much difficulty ; and I arrived in the evening at Taffara, a walled town; and foon 
difcovered that the language of the natives was improved, from the corrupted dialect 
of Bambarra, to the pure Mandingo. 


CHAP. IV.—Inho/pitable Reception at Taffara.-— A Negro Funeral at Sooha. — The 
Author continues his Route through feveral Villages along the Banks of the Niger, 
until he comes to Koolikorro. Supports himfelf by writing Saphies—rzaches Ma- 
raboo—lofes the Road; and after many Difficulties arrives at Bammakoo.—Takes the 
Road for Sibidooloo—meets with great Kindnefs at a Village called Kooma ;—is after 
wards robbed, ftripped, and plundered by Banditti.— The Author's Refource and 
Confolation under exquifite Diftre/s. — He arrives in Safety at Sibidooloo. . 


ON my arrival at Taffara, I inquired for the dooty, but was informed that he had 
died a few days before my arrival, and that there was, at that moment, a meeting of the 
chief men for eleéting another; there being fome difpute about the fucceffion. It was 

robably owing to this unfettled ftate of the town that I experienced fuch a want of 
hofitality in it; for though I informed the inhabitants that I fhould only remain 
with them for one night, and affured them that Manfong had given me fome kowries 
to pay for my lodging, yet no perfon invited me to come in; and I was forced to fit 
alone under the bentang tree, expofed to the rain arid wind of a tornado, which 
lafted with great violence until midnight. At this time the ftranger, who had affifted 
me in crofling the river, paid mea vifit, and obferving that I had not found a lodging, 
invited me to take part of his fupper, which he had brought to the door of his hut : 
for being a gueft himfelf, he could not, without his landlord’s confent, invite me to 
come in. After this, I flept upon fome wet grafs in the corner of a court. My horfe 
fared {till worfe than myfelf; the corn I had purchafed being all expended, and I could 
not procure a fupply. 

Aug. #oth. I paffed the town of Jaba, and ftopped a few, minutes at a village called 
Somino, where I begged and obtained fome coarfe food, which the natives prepare from 
the hufks of corn, and call Boo. About two d’clock I came to che village of Sooha, 
and endeavoured to purchafe fome corn from the dooty, who was fitting by the gate; 
but without fuccefs. I then requefted a little food by way of charity, but was told he 

_had none to fpare. ‘Whilft I was examining the countenance of this inhofpitable old 
man, and endeavouring to find out the caufe of the fullen difcontent, which was vifible 
in his eye, he called to a flave who was working in the corn-field at a little diftance, 
and ordered him to bring his hoe along with him. The dooty then told hin to dig 
a hole in the ground; pointing to a {pot at no great diftance. The flave, with his 
hoe, began to dig a pit inthe earth; and the dooty, who appeared to be a man of a 
very fretful difpofition, kept muttering and talking to himfelf until the pit was almolt 
finifhed, when he repeatedly pronounced the words dankatoo (good for nothing) ; 
jankra lemon (a real plague); which expreflions I thought could be applied to nobody 
but myfelf; and as the pit had very much the appearance of a grave, I thought it pru- 
dent to mount my horfe, and was about to decamp, when the flave, who had before 
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gone into the village, to my furprife, returned with the corpfe of a boy about nine 
or ten years of age, quite naked. The negro carried the body by a leg and an 
arm, and threw it into the pit with a favage indifference, which I had never before 
feen. As he covered the body with earth, the dooty often expreffed himfelf 
naphula attiniata (money loft); whence I concluded that the boy had been one of his 
flaves. 

Departing from this fhocking f{cene, I travelled by the fide of the river until funfet, 
when I came to Koolikorro ; a confiderable town, and a great market for falt. Here 
Y took up my lodging at the houfe of a Bambarran, who had formerly been the flave 
of a Moor, and in that charaéter had travelled to Aoran, Towdinni, and many other 
places in the Great Defert ; but turning Muffulman, and his mafter dying at Jenné, he 
obtained his freedom, and fettled at this place, where he carries on a confiderable trade 
in falt, cotton-cloth, &c. His knowledge cf the world has not leffened that fuperftitious 
confidence in faphies and charms, which he had imbibed in his earlier years; for whten 
he heard that I was a Chriftian, he immediately thought of procuring a faphie; and for 
this purpofe brought out his wa/ba, or writing board; affuring me, that he would drefs 
me a fupper of rice, if I would write him a faphie to protect him from wicked men. 
‘The propofal was of too great confequence to me to be refufed; I therefore wrote 
the board full from top to bottom, on both fides; and my landlord, to be certain of 
having the whole force of the charm, wafhed the writing from the board into a cala- 
bafh with a little water, and having faid a few prayers over it, drank this powerful 
draught ; after which, left a fingle word fhould efcape, he licked the board until it was 
quite dry. A faphie writer was a man of too great confequence to be long concealed : 
the important information was carried to the dooty, who fent his fon with half a theet 
of writing-paper, defiring me to write him a naphula faphie (a charm to procure wealth). 
He.brought me, as a prefent, fome meal and milk ; and when I had finifhed the faphie, 
and read it to him with an audible voice, he feemed highly fatisfied with his bargain, 
and promifed to bring me in the morning fome milk for my breakfaft. When I had 
finifhed my fupper of rice and falt, I laid myfelf down upon a bullock’s hide, and flept 
very quietly until morning; this being the firft good meal and refrefhing fleep that I had 
enjoyed for a long time. 

Aug. 21ft, At daybreak I departed from Koolikorro, and about noon paffed the 
villages of Kayoo and Toolumbo. In the afternoon I arrived at Maraboo ; a large town, 
and, like Koolikorro, famous for its trade in falt. I was conduéted to the heufe of a 
Kaartan, of the tribe of Jower, by whom I was well received. ‘This man had acquired 
a confiderable property in the flave trade: and, from his hofpitality to ftrangers, was 
called by way of pre-eminence, Jattee (the landlord) ; and his houfe was a fort of public 
inn for all travellers. Thofe who had money were well lodged, for they-always made 
him fome return for his kindnefs; but thofe who had nothing to give, were content to 
accept whatever he thought proper ; and as I could not rank myfelf among the monied 
men, I was happy to take up my lodging in the fame hut with feven poor fellows who 
had come from Kancaba ina canoe. But our landlord fent us fome victuals. 

Aug. 22d. One of the landlord’s fervants went with me a little way from the 
town to fhew me what road to take; but whether from ignorance or defign I know 
not, he dire€ted me wrong ; and J did not difcover my miftake until the day was far ad- 
vanced : when, coming to a deep creek, I had fome thoughts of turning back ; but as by 
that means I forefaw that I could not poflibly reach Bammakoo before night, Lrefolved 
to crofs it; and leading my horfe clofe to the brink, I went behind him, and pufhed him 
headlong isto the water, and then taking the bridle in my teeth, fwam over to the 
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otherfide. "This was the third creek I had croffed in this rhanner fince I had left 
Sego; but having fecured my notes and memorandums in the crown of my hat, I 
received little or no inconvenience from fuch adventures. The rain and heavy dew 
kept my clothes conftantly wet; and the roads being very deep and full of mud, fuch 
a wafhing was fometimes pleafant, and oftentimes neceflary. I” continued travelling, 
through high grafs, without any beaten road, and about noon came to the river ; the 
banks of which are here very rocky, and the force and roar of the water were very 
great. The King of Bambarra’s canoes, however, frequently pafs thefe rapids, by 
Keeping clofe to the bank; perfons being ftationed on the fhore with ropes faftened 
to the canoe, while others pufh it forward with long poles. At this time, however, 
it would, I think, have been a matter of great difficulty for any European boat to have 
croffed the ftream. About four o’clock in the afternoon, having altered my courfe 
from the river towards the mountains, I came to a {mall pathway, which led to a vil- 
lage called Frookaboo, where I flept. 

‘Aug. 23d. Early in the morning I fet out for Bammakoo, at which place I arrived 
about five o’clock in the afternoon. I had heard Bammakoo much talked of as a great 
market for falt, and I felt rather difappointed to findit only a middling town, not quite 
fo large as Marraboo ; however, the fmallnefs of its fize is more than compenfated by 
the riches of its inhabitants ; for when the Moors bring their falt through Kaarta or 
Bambarra, they conftantly reft a few days at this place; and the Negro merchants here, 
who are well acquainted with the value of falt in different kingdoms, frequently pur- 
chafe by wholefale, and retail it to great advantage. Here I lodged at the houfe of a 
Sera-Wogli negro, and was vifited by a number of Moors. ‘hey {poke very good 
Mandingo, and were more civil to me than their countrymen had been. One of them 
had travelled to Rio Grande, and fpoke very highly of the Chriftians. He fent me in 
the evening fome boiled rice and milk. I now endeavoured to procure information 
concerning my route to the weftward, from a flave-merchant who had refided fome 
years on the Gambia. He gave me fome imperfect account of the diftance, and enu- 
merated the names of a great many places that lay in the way; but withal told me that 
the road was impaffable at this feafon of the year: he was even afraid, he faid, that I 
fhould find great difficulty in proceeding any farther ; as the road croffed the Joliba 
at a town about half a day’s journey to the weftward of Bammakoo; and there being 
no canoes at that place large enough to receive my horfe, I could not poffibly get him 
over for fome months to come. ‘This was an obftruction of a very ferious nature; but 
as I had no money to maintain myfelf even for a few days, I refolved..o pufh on, and 
if I could not convey my horfe acrofs the river, to abandon him, ani fwim over my- 
felf. In thoughts of this nature I paffed the night, and in the morning confulted with 
my landlord how I fhould furmount the prefent difficulty. He informed me that one 
road ftill remained, which was indeed very rocky, and fcarcely paffable for horfes ; but 
that if I had a proper guide over the hills to a town called Sibidooloo, he had no 
doubt, but with patience and caution, I might travel forwards through Manding. I 
immediately applied to the dcoty, and was informed that a Ji/li Kea (finging mar } was 
about to depart for Sibidooloo, and would fhew me the road over the hills. With this 
man, who undertook to be my conduétor, I travelled up a rocky glen about two miles, 
when we came to a fmall village; and here my mutfical fellow-traveller found out that 
he had brought me the wrong road. He told me that the horfe-road lay on the other 
fide of the hili, and throwing his drum upon his back, mounted up the rocks, where 
indeed no horfe could follow him, leaving me to admire his agility, and trace out a 
road for myfelf. As I found it impoffible to proceed, I rode back to the level ground, 


- 862 FARK’S TRAVELS IN APRICA. 


and dire@ing my courfe to the eaftward; ,came “about. noon to another glen, and dif. 
covered a path on which I obferved the marks of horfes’ feet : following this path, I 
came in a fhort time to fome fhepherds’ huts, where I was informed that I was in the 
right road, but that I could not poflibly reach Sibidooloo before night. . Soon after 
this I gained the fummit of a hill, from whence I had an extenfive view of the country. 
Towards the fouth-eaff, appeared fome very diftant mountains, which I had formerly 
feen from an eminence near Marraboo, where the people informed me, ‘that thefe 
mountains were fituated in a large and powerful kingdom called Kong ; the fovereign 
of which could raife a much greater army than the King of Bambarra. Upon this 
height the foil is fhallow ; the rocks are iron-ftone and {chiftus, with detached pieces 
of white quartz. 

A little before funfet, I defcended on the north-weft fide of this ridge of hills, and 
as I was looking about for a convenient tree under which to pafs the night (for I had 
no hopes of reaching any town), I defcended into a delightful valley, and.foon 
afterwards arrived at-a romantic village called Kooma. This village is furrounded 
by a high wall, and is the fole property of a Mandingo merchant, who fled hither with 
his family during a.former war. The adjacent fields yield him plenty of corn, his 
cattle roam at large in the valley, and the rocky hills fecure him from the depreda- 
tions of war. In this obfcure retreat he is feldom vifited by ftrangers, but whenever 
this happens, he makes the weary traveller welcome. I foon found myfelf furrounded 
by a circle of the harmlefs villagers. ‘They afked me a thoufand queftions about my 
country; and, in return for my information, brought corn and milk for myfelf, and 
grafs for my horfe: kindled a fire in the hut where I was to fleep, and appeared very 
anxious to ferve me. 

Aug. 25th. I departed from Kooma, accompanied by two fhepherds, who were 
going towards Sibidooloo. The road was very fteep and rocky, and as my horfe had 
hurt his feet much in coming from Bammakoo, he travelled flowly and with great 
difficulty ; for in many places the afcent was fo fharp, and the declivities fo great, 
that if he had made one falfe ftep, he muft inevitably have been dafhed to pieces. The- 
thepherds being anxious to proceed, gave themfelves little trouble about me or my 
horfe, and kept walking on at a confiderable diftance. It was about eleven o’clock, 
as I ftopped to drink a little water at a rivulet (my companions being near a quarter 
of a mile before me), that I heard fome people calling to each other, and prefently 
a loud fcreaming, as from a perfon in great diftrefs. 1 immediately conjectured that a 
lion had taken.one of the fhepherds, and mounted my horfe to have a: better view of 
what had happened. The noife, however, ceafed; and I rode flowly towards the 
place from whence I thought it had proceeded, calling out, but without receiving any 
anfwer. Ina little time, however, I perceived one of the fhepherds lying among 
the long grais near the road; and though I could fee no blood upon him, I concluded 
he was dead. But when I came clofe to him, he whifpered me to ftop; telling me that 
a party of armed men had feized upon his companion, and fhot two arrows at himfelf 
as he was making his efcape. I ftopped to confider what courfe to take, and looking 
round, faw at a little diftance a man fitting upon the ftump of a tree; I diftinguifhed 
alfo the heads of fix or feven more, fitting among the grafs with mufkets in their 
hands. I had now no hopes of efcaping, and therefore determined to ride forward 
towards them. As I approached them, { was in hopes they were elephant hunters: 
and by way of opening the converfation, inquired if they had fhot any thing; but 
without returning an anfwer, one of them ordered me to difmount; and then, as if 
recollecting himfelf, waved with his hand for me to proceed, I accordingly rode 
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paft, and had with fome difficulty croffed a deep. rivulet, when I heard fomebody 
holloa; and looking behind, faw thofe I had taken for elephant hunters, running 
after me, and calling out to me to turn back. I {topped until they were all come 
up; when they informed me that the King of the Foulahs had fent them on purpofe 
to bring me, my horfe, and every thing that belonged to me, to Fooladoo}; and 
that therefore I muft turn back, and go along with them. Without hefitating a 
moment, I turned round and followed them, and we travelled together near a 
quarter of a mile, without exchanging a word ; when coming to a dark place of the 
wood, one of them faid, in the Mandingo language, “this place will do;” and 
immediately {natched my hat from my head. Though I was by no means free of 
apprehenfion, yet I refolved to fhew as few figns of fear as poflible, and therefore 
told them, that unlefs my hat was returned to me, I fhould proceed no further. But 
before I had time to receive an anfwer, another drew his knife, and feizing upon a 
metal button which remained upon my waiftcoat, cut it off, and put it into his 
pocket. Their intentions were now obvious; and I thought that the eafier they were 
permitted to rob me of every thing, the lefs I had to fear. I therefore allowed them 
to fearch my pockets without refiftlance, and examine every part of my apparel, 
which they did with the moft fcrupulous exaétnefs. But obferving that I had one 
waiftcoat under another, they infifted that I fhould caft them both off; and at lait, to 
make fure work, {tripped me quite naked. Even my half boots (though the, fole of, 
one of them was tied on to my foot with a broken bridle rein) were minutely 
infpected. _ Whilft they were examining the plunder, I begged them, with great 
earneftnefs, to return my pocket compafs ; but when I pointed it out to them, as it 
was lying on the ground, one of the banditti, thinking I was about to take it up, 
cocked his mufket, and {wore that he would lay me dead on the fpot, if I prefumed to 
put my hand upon it. After this, fome of them went away with my horfe, and the 
remainder ftood confidering whether they fhould leave me quite naked, or allow me 
_fomething to fhelter me from the fun. Humanity at laft prevailed: they returned 
me the worft of the two fhirts, and a pair of trowfers ; and, as they went away, one of 
them threw back my hat, in the crown of which I kept my memorandums ; and this 
was probably the reafon they did not with to keep it. After they were gone, I fat for 
fome time looking around me with amazement and terror. Whichever way I turned, 
nothing appeared but danger and difficulty. I faw myfelf in the midft of a vaft 
wildernefs in the depth of the rainy feafon, naked and alone; furrounded by favage 
- jimals, and men ftill more favage. Iwas five hundred miles from the neareft 
European fettlement. All thefe circumftances crowded at once on my recollection ; 
and I confefs that my fpirits began to fail me. I confidered iny fate as certain, and 
that I had no alternative, but to lie down and perifh. The influence of religion, 
however, aided and fupported me. | refle€ted that no human prudence or forefight 
could poffibly have averted my prefent fufferings. I was indeed a ftranger in a ftrange 
land, yet I was ftill under the proteéting eye of that Providence who has conde- 
fcended to call himfelf the ftranger’s friend. At this moment, painful as my reflec- 
tions were, the extraordinary beauty of a fmall mofs, in fruétification; irrefiftibly 
caught my eye. I mention this to thew from what trifling circumftances the mind 
will fometimes derive confolation ; for though the whole plant was not largér than 
the top of one of my fingers, I could not contemplate the delicate conformation of its 
roots, leaves, and capfula, without admiration. Can that Being (thought I), who 
planted, watered, and brought to perfetion, in this obfcure part of the world, a thing 
which appears of fo {mall importance, look with unconcern upon the fituation and 
tnflerinos 
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fufferings of creatures formed after his owa image ?—furely not! Refledions like 
thefe, wowli-not allow me to defpair. -Iftarted: up, and difregarding ‘both hunger- 
and fatigue, travelled forwards, affured that relief was at hand; and I was not dif- 
appointed. In a fhort time I came‘to a {mall village, at the entrance of which I'over- 
took the two fhepherds who had come with me from Kooma. ‘They were much fur- 
prifed to fee me; for they faid, they never doubted that the Foulahs, when they had 
robbed, had murdered me.. Departing from this village, we travelled over feveral 
rocky ridges, and at funfet, arrived at Sibidooloo ; the frontier town of the kingdom 
of Manding. 





CHAP. V. = Government of Manding. — The Author's Reception by the Manfa, or 
chief Man of Sibidooloo, who takes Meafures for the Recovery of bis Horfe and 
Effects. — The Author removes to Wonda ;—great Scarcity and its afflicting Confe~ 
quences. -—- Fhe Author recovers his Horfe and Clothes ;—prefents his Horfe to thes 
Manfa ; and profecutes his Journey to Kamalia— Some Account of that Town. — 
The Author’s kind Reception by Karfa Taura, a Slatee, who propofes to go to the Gambia 
in. the next dry Seafon, with a Caravan of Slaves.— The Author's Sicknefi, and 
Determination to remain and accompany Karfa. 


THE town of Sibidooloo is fituated in a fertile valley, furrounded with high rocky 
hills. It is fcarcely acceffible for horfes, and during the frequent wars between the 
Bambarrans, Foulahs, and Mandingoes, has never once been plundered by an 
enemy. When I entered the town, the people gathered round me, and followed me 
into the baloon; where I was prefented to the dooty or chief man, who is here 
called manfa, which ufually fignifies king. Neverthelefs, it appeared to me that the 

overnment of Manding was a fort of republic, or rather an oligarchy ; every town 
feving a particular Mania, and the chief power of the ftate, in the lait refort, being 
lodged in the affembly of the whole body. I related to the manfa the circumftances 
of my having been robbed of my horfe and apparel: and my ftory was confirmed 
by the two fhepherds. He continued fmoking his pipe all the time I was {peaking ; 
but I had no fooner finifhed, than taking his pipe from his mouth, and toffing up 
the fleeve of his coat with an indignant air, ‘ fit down (faid he), you fhall have every 
** thing reftored to you; Ihave {worn it:’?—-and then turning to an attendant, 
** give the white man (faid he) a draught of water; and with the firft light of the 
‘* morning go over the hills, and inform the dooty of Bammakwo, that a poor white 
‘* man, the King of-Bambarra’s flranger, has been robbed by the King of Fooladoo’s 
‘© people.” ~ 

T title expected, in my forlorn condition, to meet with a man who could thus feel 
for my fufferings. I heartily thanked the manfa for his kindnefs, and accepted his 
invitation to remain with him until the return of the meffenger. I was conduéted 
into a hut, and had fome victuals fent me, but the crowd of people which affembled 
to fee me, all of whom commiferated my misfortunes, and vented imprecations againit 
the Foulahc, prevented me from fleeping until paft midnight. Two days I remained 
without hearing any intelligence of my horfe or clothes; and as there was at this 
time a great {earcity of provifions, approaching even to famine, all over this part 
of the country, I was unwilling to trepafs any farther on the man{a’s generofity, and 
begged permiffion to depart to the next village. Finding me very anxious to proceed, 
he told me that I might go as far asa town called Wonda, where he hoped I would 
remain a few days, until I heard fome account of my horfe, &c. ; 


I departed 
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-..I.departed accordingly on the-next morning of the 28th, and {topped at fome {malt 
villages for refrefhment. I-was prefented at one of them with a dith which I had 
never before feen. It was compofed of the bloffoms or anthere of the maize, 
ftewed in milk and water. It is eaten only. in time of great fcarcity.. On the 3oth, 
abdut noon, I arrived at Wonda; a {mall town with a mofque, and furrounded - by a - 
high wall. The manfa, who was a Mahomedan, aéted in two capacities: as chief 
magiftrate of the town, and {choolmafter to the children. He kept his fchool in an 
open fhed, where I was defired to take up my lodging, until fome account fhould 
arrive from Sibidooloo, concerning my horfe and clothes ;, for though the horfe was 
of little ufe to me, yet the few clothes were effential. ‘The little raiment upon me 
could neither protect me from the fun by day, nor the dews and mufquetoes by night: 
indeed, my fhirt was not only worn thin, like a piece of muflin, but withal was fo 
very dirty, that I was happy to embrace an gpportunity of wathing it; which having 
done, and fpread it upon a bufh, I fat down naked, in the fhade, until it was dry. 

Ever fince the commencement of the rainy feafon, my health had been greatly 
on the decline. I had often been affected with flight paroxyfms of fever; and from 
the time of leaving Bammakoo, the fymptoms had confiderably increafed, As I 
was fitting in the manner defcribed, the fever returned with fuch violence, that it 
very much alarmed me ; the more fo, as I had no medicine to ftop its progrefs, 
nor any hope of obtaining that care and attention which my fituation required. 

I remained at Wonda nine days; during which time I experienced the regular 
return of the fever every day. And though 1 endeavoured as much as poffible to 
conceal my diftrefs from my landlord, and frequently lay down the whole day, out 
of his fight, in a corn field; confcious how burthenfome I was to him and his 
family, ina time of fuch great fcarcity ; yet I found that he was apprized of my 
fituation : and one morning as I feigned to be afleep by the fire, he obferved to his 
wife, that they were likely to find me a very troublefome and chargeable gueft; for 
that, in my prefent fickly ftate, they fhould be obliged, for the fake of their geod name, 
to maintain me until I recovered or died. 

The fcarcity of provifions was certainly felt at this time moft feverely by the poor 
people, as the following circumftance moft painfully convinced me. Every evening, 
-during my ftay, I obferved five or fix women come to the manfa’s houfe, and receive 
each of them a certain quantity of corn. As I knew how valuable this article was at this 
jundure, I inquired of the manfa, whether he maintained thefe poor women from pure 
bounty, or expected a return when the harveft fhould be gathered in.  Obferve that 
* boy, faid he (pointing toa fine child about five years of age); ‘ his mother has 
‘* fold him to me, for forty days’ provifion for herfelf and the reft of her family. I 
** have bought another boy in the fame manner.” Good God, thought I, what 
muft a mother fuffer, before fhe fells her own child! I could not get this melancholy 

* fubjeét out of my mind, and the next night, when the women returned for their 
allowance, I defired the boy to point out to me his mother, which he did. She was 
much emaciated, but had nothing cruel or favage in her countenance; and when the 
had received her corn, fhe came and talked to her fon, with as much cheerfulnefs as 
if he had ftill been under her care. : 

Sept. 6th. Two people arrived from Sibidooloo, bringing with them my horfe and 
clothes ; but I found that my pocket compafs was broken to pieces. This was a great 
lofs, which I could not repair. a 

Sept. 7th. As my herfe was grazing near. the brink of a well, the ground gave 


way, and he fell in. The well was about ten feet diameter, and fo very deep, 
* 7 thar 
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that when I-faw my horfe fnorting in the water, I thought it was impoflible to fave 
him. The inhabitants of the village, however, immediately affembled, and having 
tied together a number of withes* they lowered a man down into the well, who 
faftened thofe withes round the body of the horfe; and the people, having firft 
drawn up the man, took hold of the withes, and to my furprife pulled the horfe out 
with the greateft facility. The poor animal was now reduced to a mere fkeleton, 
anid the roads were {carcely paffable, being either very rocky, or elfe full of mud 
and water; I therefore found it impraéticable to travel with him any farther, and 
was happy to leave him in the hands of one who I thought would take care of 
him. I accordingly prefented him to my landlord; and defired him to fend my 
faddle and bridle, as a prefent, to the manfa of Sibidooloo ; being the only return 
Icould make him, for having taken fo much trouble in procuring my horfe and 
clothes. . 

I now thought it neceffary, fick as I was, to take leave of my hofpitable landlord. On 
the morning of Sept. 8th, when I was about to depart, he prefented me with his {pear, 
as-a-token of remembrance, and a leather bag to contain my clothes. Having con- 
verted my half boots into fandals, I travelled with more eafe, and flept that night at 
a village called Ballanti. On the oth, I reached Nemacoo; but the manfa of the 
village thought fit to make me fup upon the camelion’s difh. By way of apology, 
however, he affured me the next morning, that the fearcity of corn was fuch, that he 
could not poflibly allow me any. I could not accufe him of unkindnels, as all the 
people aétually appeared to be ftarving. 

Sept. roth. It rained hard all day, and the people kept themfelves in their huts. 
In the afternoon I was vifited by a Negro, named Modi Lemina Taura, a great trader, 
who fufpeéting my diltrefs, brought me fome victuals ; and promifed to conduct me 
to his houfe at Kinyeto the day following. 

Sept. 11th. I departed from Nemacoo, and arrived at Kinyeto in the evening 5 
but havirlg hurt my ancle in the way, it {welled and inflamed fo much that I could 
neither walk nor fet my foot to the ground the next day, without giving pain. 
My landlord obferving this, kindly invited me to ftop with him a few days; and 
¥ accordingly remained at his houfe until the 14th; by which time I felt much 
yelieved, and could walk with the help of a ftaff. I now fet out, thanking my land- 
lord for his great care and attention ; and being accompanied by a young man, who 
was travelling the fame way, I proceeded for Jerijang, a beautiful and well cul- 
tivated diftriét, the manfa of which is reckoned the moft powerful chief of any in 
Manding. E 

On the rsth, I reached Dofita, a large town, where I ftaid one day on account of 
the rain; but continued very fickly, and was flightly delirious in the night. On the 
rth I fet out for Manfia, a confiderable town, where fmall quantities of gold are 
colleéted. The road led over a high rocky hill, and my ftrength and {pirits were fo 
much exhaufted, that before I could reach the top of the hill I was forced to lie down 
three times, being very faint and fickly. I reached Manfia in the afternoon. The 
manfa of this town had the charater of being very inhofpitable ; he however fent me a 
little corn for my fupper, but demanded fomething in return; and when 1 affured 
him that’ had nothing of value in my poffeffion, he told me (as if in jeft), that my 
white dkin fhould not defend me, if I told him lies. He then fhewed me the hut 
wherein I was to fleep; but took away my fpear, faying that it fhould be returned 
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tome in the morning. ‘This trifling circumftance, when joined to the charatter I~ 
hall heard of the man, made me rather fufpicious of him ; and I privately defited one 
of the inhabitants of the place, who had a bow and quiver, to fleep in the fame hut with 
me. About midnight, I heard fomebody approach the door, and obferving the moon- 
light {trike fuddenly into the hut, I ftarted up, and faw a man ftepping cautioufly over 
the threfhold. I immediately fnatched up the Negro’s bow and quiver, the rattling 
of which made the man withdraw ; and my companion looking out, aflured me that 
it was the manfa himfelf, and advifed me to keep awake until the morning. I clofed 
the door, and placed a large piece of wood behind it;’and was wondering at this 
unexpected vifit, when fomebody preffed fo hard againft the door, that the Negro 
could fcarcely keep it fhut. But when I called to him to open the door, the intruder 
ran off, as before. ‘ 

Sept. 16th. As foon as it was light, the Negro, at my requelt, went to the manfa’s 
houfe and brought away my {pear. He told me that the manfa was afleep, and left 
this inhofpitable chief fhould devife means to detain me, he advifed me to fet out before 
he was awake, which I immediately did ; and about two o’clock reached Kamalia, a- 
{mall town, fituated at the bottom of fome rocky hills, where the inhabitants colleé& 
gold in confiderable quantities. The bufhreens here live apart from the kafirs, and have 
built their huts in a fcattered manner, at a fhort diftance from the town. They have a 
place fet apart for performing their devotions in, to which they give the name of miffura, 
or mofque ; but it is in fa@ nothing more than a fquare piece of ground made level, and 
furrounded with the trunks of trees, having a {mall projection towards the eaft, where 
the marraboo, or prieft, ftands when he calls the people to prayers. _Mofques of this 
conftruétion are very common among the converted Negroes ; but having neither walls 
nor roof, they can only be ufed in fine weather, Whenit rains, the bufhreens perform 
their devotions in their huts. ; 

On my arrival at Kamalia, I was conduéted to the houfe of a bufhreen named 
Karfa Taura, the brother of him to whofe hofpitality 1 was indebted at Kinyeto. He 
was collecting a coffle of flaves, with a view to fell them to the Europeans on the 
Gambia as foon as the rains fhould be over. 1 found him fitting in his baloon furrounded 
by feveral flatees, who propofed to join the coffle. He was reading to them from ar 
Arabic book ; and inquired, with a fmile, if I underftood it? Being anfwered in the 
negative, he defired one of the flatees to fetch the little curious book, which had, been 
brought from the weft country. On opening this {mall volume, I was furprifed and 
delighted, to find it our Book of Common Prayer ; and Karfa expreffed great joy to 
hear that I could read it; for fome of the flatees who had feen the Europeans upon 
the coaft, obferving the colour of my fkin (which was now become very yellow from 
ficknefs), my long beard, ‘ragged clothes, and extreme poverty; were unwilling to 
admit that I was a white man, and told Karfa, that they fufpected I was fome Arab 
in difguife. Karfa, however, perceiving that I could read this book, had no doubt 
concerning me ; and kindly promifed me every afliftance’in his power. At the fame 
time he informed me that it was impoffible to crofs the Jallonka wildernefs for many 
months yet to come, as no lefs than eight rapid rivers, he faid, lay in the way. He 
added, that he intended to fet out himielf for Gambia as foon as the rivers were ford- 
able, and the grafs burnt ; and advifed me to ftay and accompany him. He remarked, 
that when a caravan of the natives could not travel through the country, it was idle 
for a fingle white man to attempt it. I readily admitted that fuch an attempt was 
an aét of rafhnefs, but Laffured him that I had now no alternative; for having no 
money to fupport myfelf, I muft either beg my fubfiftence, by travelling from place to 
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place, or-perifh for want. Karfa now looked at me with great earneftnels, ang inquired 
if I could eat the common victuals of the country ; affuring me he had-never before 
feen a white man. He added, that if I would remain with him until the rains were 
over, he would give me plenty of vi@uals in the meantime, and a hut to fleep in; 
and that after he had conducted me in fafety to the Gambia, I might then make him 
what return I thought proper. I afked him if the value of one prime flave would 
fatisfy him. He'anfwered in the affirmative; and immediately ordered one of the 
huts to be {wept for my accommodation, Thus was I delivered, by the friendly care 
of this benevolent Negro,ifrom a fituation truly deplorable. Diftrefs and famine 
preffed hard upon me; I had, before me, the gloomy wilds of Jallonkadoo, where the 
traveller fees no habitation for five fucceflive days. I had obferved at a diftance, the 
rapid courfe of the river Kokoro. I had almoft marked out the place where I was 
doomed, I thought, to perifh, when this friendly Negro ftretched out his hofpitable 
hand for my relief. 7 

In the hut which was appropriated for me, I was provided with a mat to fleep on, 
an earthen jar for holding water, and a {mall calabafh to drink out of; and Karfa 
fent me from his own dwelling, two meals a day ; and ordered his flaves to fupply me 
with fire-wood and water. But I found that neither the kindnefs of Karfa, nor any 
fort of accommodation could put a {top to the fever which weakened me, and which 
became every day more alarming. I endeavoured as much as poffible to conceal my 
diftrefs ; but on the third day after my arrival, as I was going with Karfa to vifit 
fome of his friends, I found myfelf fo faint that.I could fearcely walk, and before we 
reached the place, I ftaggered, and fell into a pit from which the clay had been 
taken to build one of the huts. Karfa endeavoured to confole me with the hopes 
of a fpeedy recovery ; affuring me, that if I would not walk out in the wet, I fhould 
foon be well. I determined to follow his advice, and confine myfelf to my hut; 
but was {till tormented with the fever, and my health continued to be in a very pre- 
carious {tate for five enfuing weeks. Sometimes I could crawl out of the hut, aad 
fit a few hours in the open air ; at other times I was unable to rife, and paffed the 
lingering hours in a very gloomy and folitary manner. I was feldom vifited by 
any perfon except my benevolent landlord, who came daily to inquire after my 
health. When the rains became lefs frequent, and the country began to grow dry, 
the fever left me; but in fo debilitated a condition, that I could fearcely ftand 
upright, and it was with great difficulty that I could carry my mat to the fthade of 
a tamarind tree, at a fhort diftance, to enjoy the refrefhing fmell of the corn-fields, 
and delight my eyes with a profpect of the country. I had the pleafure, at length, 
to find myfelf in=a ftate of convalefcence: towards which the benevolent and 
fimple manners of the Negroes, and the perufal of Karfa’s little volume, greatly 
contributed. 

In the mean time, many of the flatees who refided at Kamalia, having fpent all 
their money, and become in a great meafure dependent upon Karfa’s hofpitality, 
beheld me with an_eye of envy, and invented many ridiculous and trifling ftories 
to leffen me in Karfa’s efteem. And in the beginning of December, a Sera-Woolli 
flatee, with five flaves, arrived from Sego : this man too, fpread a number of malicious 
reports concerning me ; but Karfa paid no attention to them, and continued to fhew 
me the fame kindnefs as formerly. As I was one day converfing with the flaves 
which tnis flatee had brought, one of them begged me to give him fome vi@uals. I 
told him I was a ftranger, and had none to give. He replied, “ I gave you victuals 


when you was hungry. Have you forgot the man who brought you milk at Kar- 
ot Pa ae, | eee. 
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rankalla But (added he, with a figh) the irons were not then upon my legs ?? 1 
immediately recollected him, and begged fome ground nuts from Karfa to give him, as 
a return for his former kindnefs. He told me that he had been taken by the Bambarraris, 
the day after the battle at Joka, and fent to Sego, where he had been purchafed by his 
prefent mafter, who was carrying him down to Kajaaga. Three more of thefe flaves 
were from Kaarta, and one from Waffela, all of them prifoners of war. - They ftopped 
four days at Kamalia, and were then taken to Bala, where they remained until the river 
Kokoro was fordable, and the grafs burnt. 

In the beginning of December Karfa propofed to complete his purchafe of flaves ; 
and for this purpofe colleéted all the debts which were owing to him in his own 
country. And on the 19th, being accompanied by three flatees, he departed for 

- Kancaba, a large town on the banks of the Niger; and a great flave-market. Mott of 
the flaves, who are fold at Kancaba, come from Bambarra ; for Manfong, to avoid the 
expence and danger of keeping all his prifoners at Sego, commonly ferlds them in 
{mall parties to be fold at the different trading towns; and as Kancaba is much 
reforted to by merchants, it is always well fupplied with flaves which are fent thither 
up the Niger in canoes. When Karfa departed from Kamalia, he propofed to return 
in the courfe of a month; and during his abfence I was left to the care of a good old 
bufhreen who aéted as {choolmafter to the young people of Kamalia. 

Being now left alone, and at leifure to indulge my own reflections, it was an 
opportunity not to be neglected of augmenting and extending the obfervations I had 
already made on the climate and produétions of the country; and of acquiring a 
more perfect knowledge of the natives, than it was poflible for me to obtain in the 
courfe of a tranfient and perilous journey through the country. I endeavoured like. 
wife to colleét all the information I could concerding thofe important branches of 

' African commerce, the trade for gold, ivory, and flaves. Such was my employment, 
during the remainder of my ftay at Kamalia ; and I fhall now proceed to lay before my 
readers the refult of my refearches and inquiries; avoiding, as far as I can, a repetition 
of thofe circumftances and obfervations, which were related, as occafion arofe, in the 
narrative of my journey. 


* CHAP. VI. —Of the Climate and Seafons.—-Winds.——- Vegetable Produdétions. — 
Population. — General Obfervations on the Charatter and Difpofttion of the Mandin- 
goes; and a fummary Account of their Manners and Habits of Life, their Mar- 
riages, °c. : 

THE whole of my route, both in going and returning, having been confined to 

a tract of country bounded nearly by the 12th and 15th parallels of latitude, the reader 

-muft imagine that I found the climate in moft places extremely hot ; but no where 
- did I feel the heat fo intenfe and oppreflive as in the camp at Benowm, of which 
mention has been made in a former place*. In fome parts, where the country afcends 

into hills, the air is at all times comparatively cool; yet none of the diftris which 

I traverfed, could properly be called mountainous. About the middle of June, the 

hot and fultry atmofphere is agitated by violent gufts of wind (called tornadoes), ace 

companied with thunder and rain. Thefe ufher in what is denominated the rainy 

feafon ; which continues until the month of November. During this time the diurnal 
rains are very heavy: and the prevailing winds are from the fouth-weft. The termination 

of the rainy feafon, is likewife attended with violent tornadoes ; after which the wind 


* Not inferted in thisextra@.— Edit. ae 
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“thifts to the north-eaft, and continues to blow from that quarter, during the reft,of 
the year. ‘ 

When the wind fets in from the north-eaft it produces a wonderful change in the 
face of the country. The grafs foon becomes dry and withered ; the rivers fubfide 
very rapidly, and many of the trees fhed their leaves. About this period is commonly 
felt the Aarmattan, adry and parching wind, blowing from the north-eaft, and ac- 
companied by a thick fmoky haze; through which the fun appears of a dull red colour. 
This wind, in paffing over the great defert of Sahara, acquires a very {trong attraction 
_ for humidity, and parches up every thing expofed to its current. It is, however, 
reckoned very falutary, particularly to Europeans, who generally recover their health 
during its continuance. I experienced immediate relief from ficknefs, both at Dr. 
Laidley’s and at Kamalia, during the harmattan. Indeed, the air, during the rainy 
feafon, is fo loaded with moifture, that clothes, thoes, trunks, and every thing that is 
‘not clofe tothe fire, become damp and mouldy; and the inhabitants may be faid to 
live in a fort of vapour bath; but this dry wind braces up the folids, which were 
before relaxed, gives a cheerful flow of fpirits, and is even pleafant to refpiration. Its 
ill effects are, that it produces chaps in the lips, and affli€ts many of the natives with 
fore eyes. ; 

Wiciioves the grafs is fufficiently dry, the Negroes fet it on fire; but in Luda- 
mar, and other Moorifh countries, this practice is not allowed; for it is upon the 
withered ftubble that the Moors feed their cattle, until the return of the rains. The 
burning the grafs in Manding exhibits a fcene of terrific grandeur. In the middle of 
the night, I could fee the plains and mountains, as far as my eye could reach, 
varigated with lines of fire; and the light reflected on the fky, made the heavens 
appear in ablaze. In the day time, pillars of fmoke were feen in every direction; 
while the birds of prey were obferved hovering round the conflagration, and pouncing 
down upon the fnakes, lizards, and other reptiles, which attempted to efcape from 
the flames. This annual burning is foon followed by a frefh and fweet verdure, arid 
the country is thereby rendered more healthful and pleafant. 

Of the moft remarkable and important of the vegetable productions, mention has 
already been made; and they are nearly the fame in all the diftri€ts through which 
I paffed. It is obfervable, however, that although many fpecies of the edible roots 
which grow in the Weft India iflands, are found in Africa, yet I never faw, in any 

art of'my journey, either the fugar-cane, the coffee or the cocoa tree; nor could I 
earn, on inquiry, that they were known to the natives. The pine apple, and the 
thoufand other delicious fruits, which the induftry of civilized man (improving the 
bounties of nature’, has brought to fuch great perfection in the tropical climates of 
America, are here equally unknown. I obferved, indeed, a few orange and banana 
trees near the mouth of the Gambia ; but whether they were indigenous, or were 
formerly planted there by fome of the white traders, I could not pofitively learn. I ° 
fufpe& that they were originally introduced by the Portuguefe. 

Concerning property in the foil; it appeared to me that the lands in native woods 
were confidered as belonging to the King, or (where the government was not monar- 
chial) to the ftate. When any individual of free condition, had the means of ‘culti- 
vating more land than he a¢tually poffelfed, he applied to the chief man of the diftri@, 
who allowed him an extenfion ‘of territory, on condition of forfeiture if the lands 
were not brought into cultivation by a given period. The condition being fulfilled, 
the foil became vefted in the poffeffor; and for aught that appeared to me, defcended 
to his heirs. aS 
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‘The population, however, confidering the extent and fertility of the foil, and -the 
eafe with which lands are obtained, is not very great, in the countries which I vifited. 
. I found many extenfive and beautiful diftrias, entirely deftitute of inhabitants: and in 
general, the borders of the different kingdoms were either very thinly peopled or en- 
tirely deferted. Many places are likewife unfavourable to population, from being un- 
healthful. The fwampy banks of the Gambia, the Senegal, and_ other rivers towards 
the coaft, are of this defcription. Perhaps it is on this account chiefly that the interior 
countries abound more with inhabitants than the maritime diftri€ts ; for all the Negro 
nations that fell under my obfervation, though divided into a number of petty in-. 
dependent ftates, fubfift chiefly by the fame means, live nearly in the fame tempera- 
ture, and poffefs a wonderful fimilarity of difpofition, The Mandingoes, in particular, 
are a very gentle race; cheerful in their difpofitions, inquifitive, credulous, fimple, 
and fond of flattery. Perhaps the moft prominent defeé&t in their charaéter, was that 
infurmountable propenfity, which the reader muft have obferved to -prevail in all 
claffes of them, to fteal from me the few effects I was poffeffed of. For this part 
of their conduét no complete juftification can be offered, becaufe theft is a crime in 
their own eftimation; and it muft be obferved, that they are not habitually and gene- 
rally guilty of it towards each other. ‘This, however, is an important circumftance in 
mitigation ; and before we pronounce them a more depraved people than any other, 
it were well to confider whether the lower order of people in any part of Europe, 
would have aéted, under fimilar circumftances, with greater honefty towards a 
flranger, than the Negroes aéted towards me. It muft not be forgotten, that the 
laws of the country afforded me no proteétion ; that every one was at liberty to rob 
me with impunity; and finally, that fome part of my effects were of as great value, 
in the eftimation of the negroes, as pearls and diamonds would Mave been in the eyes 
of a European. Let us fuppofe a black merchant of Hindoftan to have found his way 
into the centre of England, with a box of jewels at his back ; and that the laws of the 
kingdom afforded him no fecurity ; in fucha cafe, the wonder would be, not that the 
ftranger was robbed of any part of his riches, but that any part was left for a fecond 
depredator. Such, on fober reflection, is the judgment I have formed concerning the 
pilfering difpofition of the Mandingo Negroes towards myfelf. Notwithftanding 1 was 
fo great a fufferer by it, I do not confider that their natural fenfe of juftice was per- 
verted or extinguifhed : it was overpowered only, for the moment, by the ftrength of 
a temptation which it required no common virtue to refift. 

On the other hand, as fome counterbalance to this depravity in their nature, allow- 
ing it to be fuch, it is impoflible for me to forget the difinterefted charity, and tender 
folicitude, with which many of thefe poor heathens (from the fovereign of Sego, to 
the poor women who received me at different times into their cottages when I was 
perifbing of hunger) fympathifed with me in my fufferings; relieved my diftreffes ; 
and contributed to my fafety. This acknowledgment, however, is perhaps more par- 
ticularly due to the female part of the nation. Among the men, as the reader 
muft have feen, my reception, though generally kind, was fometimes otherwife, It 
varied according to the various tempers of thofe to whom I made application. The 
hardnefs of avarice in fome, and the blindnefs of bigotry in others, had clofed up the 
avenues to compaffion; but I do not recolle& a fingle inftance of hardheartednefs 
‘towards me in the women, In all my wanderings and wretchednels, I found them 
uniformly kind and compaffionate ; and I can truly fay as my predeceffor Mr. Led- 
yard, has eloquently faid before me ; “ To a woman, I never addrefled myfelf in the 
« Janguage of decency and friendfhip, without receiving a decent and friendly aatwer 

ee 
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#IfL was hungry or .thirfty, wet or fick; they did not hefitate, like the men, to per- 
*¢:formidigenerous adion. In fo free and fo kind a manner did they contribute to 
¢¢ myrelief; that if I was dry, I drank the fweeteft draught, and if hungry, I eat the . 
* coarfeft morfel with a double relifh.” 

-It is furely reafonable to fuppofe, that the foft and amiable fympathy of nature, 
which was thus fpontaneoufly manifefted towards me in my diftrefs, is difplayed by 
thefe poor people as occafion requires, much more ftrongly towards perfons of their 
own nation and neighbourhood, and efpecially when the objects of their compaffion are 
endeared to them by the ties of confanguinity. Accordingly, the maternal affe@tion 
(neither fuppreffed by the reftraints, nor diverted by the folicitudes of civilized life) is 
every where confpicuous among them ; and creates a correfpondent return of tender- 
nefs in'the child. An illuftration of this has been given ; * Strike me,’ faid my at- 
tendant, ‘but do not curfe my mother.” The fame fentiment I found univerfally to 
prevail, and obferved in all parts of Africa, that the greateft affront which could be 
offered to a Negro, was to reflect on her who gave him birth. 

It is not ftrange, that this fenfe of filial duty and affeétion among the Negroes, 
fhould be lefs ardent towards the father than the mother. ‘he fyftem of poligamy, 
while it weakens the father’s attachment, by dividing it among the children of different 
wives, concentrates all the mother’s jealous _tendernefs to one point, the protection of 
her own offspring. I perceived with great fatisfa€tion too, that the maternal folicitude 
extended not only to the growth and fecurity of the perfon, but alfo, in a certain 
degree, to the improvement of the mind of the infant; for one of the firft leffons in 
which the Mandingo women inftrud their children, is the practice of truth. In 
the cafe of an unhappy mother, whofe fon was murdered by Moorifh banditti, at 
Funingkedy, her only confolation in her uttermoft diftrefs was the reflection that the 
poor boy, in the courfe of his blamelefs life, bad never told a lie. Such teftimony 
from a fond mother, on fuch an occafion, muft have operated powerfully on the 
youthful part of the furrounding fpeftators. It was at once a tribute of praife to the 
deceafed, and a leffon to the living. 

The Negro women fuckle their children until they are able to walk of themfelves, 
Three years nurfing is not uncommon; and during this period the hufband devotes 
his whole attention to his other wives. To this pratice it is owing, I prefume, that 
the family of each wife is feldom very numerous. Few women have more than five 
or fix children. As foon as an infant is able to walk, it is permitted to run about 
with great freedom. The mother is not over folicitous to preferve it from flight falls, 
and other trifling accidents. A little pra€tice foon enables the child to take care of 
itfelf, and experiencé atts the part of a nurfe. As they advance in life, the girls are 
taught to fpin cotton, and to beat corn, and are inftruéted in other domeftic duties ; 
and the boys are employed in the labours of the field. Both fexes, whether buth- 
reens or kafirs, on attaining the age of puberty are circumcifed. This painful opera- 
tion is not confidered by the kafirs fo much in the light of a religious ceremony as a 
matter of convenience and utility. They have, indeed, a fuperftitious notion that it 
contributes to render the marriage ftate prolific. The operation is performed upon 
feveral young people at the fame time; all of whom are exempted from every fort of 
labour for two months afterwards. During this period, they form a fociety called 
Solimana. “They vifit the towns and villages in the neighbourhood, where they 
dance and fing, and are well treated by the inhabitants. I had frequently, in the 
courfe of my journey, obferved parties of this defcription, but they were all males, 
I had, however, an opportunity of feeing a female Solimana at Kamalia. ; 
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In the courfe of the celebration, it frequently happens that fome of ‘theryoumy 
women get married. Ifa man takes*a fancy to any one of them, it is netrieemfi- 
dered as abfolutely neceflary, that he fhould make an overture to the girl herfelf. 
The firft object is to agree with the parents, concerning the recompence to be given 
them, for the lofs of the company and fervices of their daughter. The value of 
two flaves is a common price, unlefs the girl is thought very handfome; in which 
cafe, the parents will raife their demand very confiderably. If the lover is rich 
enough, and willing to give the fum demanded, he then communicates his wifhes to 
the damfel ; but her confent is by no means neceffary to the match ; for if the parents 
agree to it, and eat a few olla-nuts, which are prefented by the fuitor as an earneft of 
the bargain, the young lady muft either have the man of their choice, or continue 
unmarried, for fhe cannot afterwards be given to another. If the parents fhould 
attempt it, the lover is then authorized, by the laws of the country, to feize upon 
the girl as his flave. When the day for celebrating the nuptials is fixed on, a felec&t 
number of people are invited to be prefent at the wedding; a bullock or goat is 
killed, and great plenty of victuals dreffed for the occafion. As foon as it is dark, 
the bride is conduéted into a hut, where a company of matrons affift in arranging 
the wedding drefs, which is always white cotton, and is put on in fuch a manner as 
to conceal the bride from head to foot. Thus arrayed, fhe is feated upon a mat, in 
the middle of the floor, and the old women place themfelves in a circle round. her. 
They then give her a feries of inftru€tions, and point -out, with great propriety, 
what ought to be her future conduét in life. ‘This fcene of inftruétion, however, is 
frequently interrupted by girls, who amufe the company with fongs and dances, which 
are rather more remarkable for their gaiety than delicacy. While the bride remains 
within the hut with the women, the bridegroom devotes his attention to the guefts of 
both fexes, who affemble without doors, and by diftributing among them {mall pre« 
fents of kolla-nuts, and feeing that every one. partakes of the good cheer which is 
provided, he contributes much to the general hilarity of the evening. When fupper 
is ended, the company {pend the remainder of the night in finging and dancing, 
and feldom feparate until day-break. About midnight the bride is privately con- 
ducted by the women into the hut which is to be her future refidence; and the 
bridegroom, upon a fignal given, retires from his company. ‘The new married: 
couple, however, are always dilturbed towards morning by the women, who affemble 
to infpect the nuptial theet (according to the manners of the ancient Hebrews, as re- 
corded in fcripture), and dance round it. This ceremony is thought indifpenfably 
neceffary, nor is the marriage confidered as valid without it. : 

The Negroes, as hath been frequently obferved, whether Mahomedan or Pagan, 
allow a plurality of wives. ‘The Mahomedans alone, are by their religion confined to 
four ; and as the hufband commonly pays a great price for each, he requires trom all 
of them the utmoft deference and fubmiffion, and treats them more like hired fer. 
vants than companions. They have, however, the management of domettic affairs, and 
each in rotation is miftrefs of the houfehold, and has the care of drefling the victuals, 
overlooking the female flaves, &c. Butthough the African hufbands are poffefled of 
great authority over their wives, I did not obferve, that in general they treat them 
with cruelty; neither did I perceive that mean jealoufy in their difpofitions, which is 
fo prevalent among the Moors. They permit their wives to partake of all public 
diverfions, and this indulgence is feldom abufed ; for though the Negro women are 
very cheerful and frank in their behaviour, they-are by no means given to intrigue : 
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rel among themfelves, a circumftance which. from the nature of their fituation, muft 
frequently happen, the hufband decides betwen them; and fometimes finds it nas 
ceflary to adminifter a little corporal chaftifement, before tranquillity can be eftored. 
But if any one of the ladies complains to the chief of the town, that her hufband has 
unjuftly punifhed her, and fhewn an undue partiality to fome other of his wives, the 
affair is brought toa public trial. In thefe palavers, however, which are conducted 
chiefly by married men, I was informed that the complaint of the wife, is not al. 
ways confidered in a very ferious light; and the complainant herfelf is fometimes 
convicted of ftrife and contention, and left without remedy. If fhe murmurs a 
the decifion of the court, the magic rod of Mumbo Jumbo foon puts an end to the 
bufinefs. 

The children of the .Mandingoes are not always named after their relations ; but 
frequently in: confequence of fome remarkable occurrence. Thus, my landlord at 
. Kamalia, was called Karfa, a word fignifying to replace ; becaufe he was born fhortly 
after the death of one his brothers. Other names are defcriptive of good or bad 
qualities ; as Modi, “a good man ;”” Fadibba, “ father of the town,”’ &c.: indeed the 
“very names of their towns have fomething defcriptive in them ; as Sibidoo/oo, ‘* the town 
of ciboa trees;”? Kenneyeto, ** vituals here;’’ Dofita, “ lift. your {poon.” Others feem 
to be given by -way of reproach, as Bammakoo, “ wah a crocodile ;” Karankalla, “no 
cup to drink trom,” &c. A child is named, when it is feven or eight days old. The 
~ ceremony commences by fhaving the infant’s head; anda dith called Dega,. made of - 
pounded corn and four milk, is prepared for the guefts. If the parents are rich, a thee 
or a goat is commonly added. he feat is called Ding koon lee, ‘ the child’s head 
fhaving.” During my ftay at Kamalia, I was prefent at four different feafts of this 
kind, and the ceremony was the fame in each, whether the child-belonged to a buth- 
reen or a kafir. The fchoolmafter, who officiated as prieft on thefe occafions, and 
who is neceflarily a buthreen, firft faid a long prayer over the dega ; during which 
every perfon prefent took hold of the brim of the calabafh with his right hand. After 
this, the fchoolmafter took the child in his arms, and faid a fecond prayer; in which 
he repeatedly folicited the bleffing of God upon the child, and upon all the company. 
When this prayer was ended, he whifpered a few fentences in the child’s ear, and fpit 
three times in its face; after which he pronounced his name aloud, and returned the 
infant to the mother. ‘This part of the ceremony being ended the father of the child 
divided the dega into a number of balls, one of which he diftributed to every perfon 
prefent. And inquiry was then made, if any perfon in the town was dangeroufly fick, 
it being ufual, in fuch cafes, to fend the party a large portion of the dega ; which is 
thought to poffefs gréat medical virtues. * 

Among the Negroes, every individual, befides his own proper name, has likewife 
a kontong, or furname, to denote the family or clan to which he belongs. Some of thefe 
families are very numerous and powerful. It is impoflible to enumerate the various 
kontongs which are found in different parts of the country; though the knowledge of 
many of them is cf great fervice to the traveller: for as every Negro plumes himfelf 
upon the rmportance or the antiquity of his clan, he is much flattered when he is ad- 
drefled by his hontong. 

Salutations among the Negroes to ech other, when they meet, are always obferved; 
but thofe in moft general ule among the kafirs, are Abbe haeretto — E ning feni, — 


* Soon after baptifm, the children are marked in different parts of the fkin, in a manner refembling what 
is called tattowing in the South-fea Ifands. % 


Axnawari. 
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Anawari, &.all of which have nearly the fame meaning, and fignify, are you well, or to 
that effect. © There are likewife falutations which are ufed at different times of the day, 
as E ning fomo, good morning, &c. The general anfwer to all falutaticns, is to repeat. 
the kontong of the perfon who falutes, or elle to repeat the falutation itfelf, firft pro- 
nouncing the word marhaba, my friend. 
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CHAP. VIL. — The Account of the Mandingoes continued. — Their Notions in refpect 
of the Planetary Bodies, and the Figure of the Earth. —~ Their religious Opinions, 
and Belicf in a Future State. — Their Difeafes and Methods of Treatment. — Their 
Funeral Ceremonies, Amufements, Occupations, Diet, Arts, Manufactures, (Se. 


THE Mandingoes, and, I believe, the Negroes in general, have no artificial method 
of dividing time. They calculate the years by the number of rainy feafons.. They por- 
tion thé year into moons, and reckon the days by fo many /uns. The day they divide 
into morning, mid-day, and evening ; and further fubdivide it, when neceflary, by 
pointing to the fun’s place in the heavens. 1 frequently inquired of fome of them 
what became of the fun during the night, and whether we fhould fee the fame fun, 
or a different one, in the morning: but I found that they confidered the queltion 
as very childifh. The fubje&t appeared to them as placed beyond the reach of human 
inveftigation ; they had never indulged a conjecture, nor formed any hypothefis about 
the matter. ‘The moon, by varying her torm, has more attra€ted their attention. 
On the firft appearance of the new moon, which they look upon to be newly created, 
the Pagan natives, as well as Mahomedans, fay a fhort prayer ; and this feems to be the 
only vilible adoration which the Kafirs offer up to the Supreme Being. This prayer is 
pronounced in a whifper ; the party holding up his hands before his face: its purport 
(as I have been ailured by many different people) is to return thanks to God for his 
kindnefs through the exiftence of the patt moon, and to folicit a continuation of his 
favour during that of the new one. At the conclufion, they fpit upon their hands, 
and rub them over their faces. ‘This feems to be nearly the fame ceremony which 
prevailed among the heathens in the days of Job. * 

Great attention, however, is paid to the changes of this luminary, in its monthly 
courfe: and it is thought very unlucky to begin a journey or any other work of con- 
fequence in the laft quarter. An eclipfe, whether of the fun or moon, is fuppofed to 
be effected by witchcrhft. The ftars are very little regarded; and the whole ftudy of 
aftronomy appears to them as a ufelefs purfuit, and attended to by fuch perfons only 
as deal in magic. 

Their notions of geography are equally puerile. They imagine that the world is 
an extended plain, the termination of which no eye has difcovered ; it being, they fay, 

_ overhung with clouds and darknefs. They defcribe the fea asa large river of falt water, 
on the farther fhore of which is fituated a country called Tobaubo doo, * the land of 
the white people”? At a diftance from Tobaubo doo, they defcribe another country, 
which they aliedge is inhabited by cannibals of a gigantic fize, called Koomi. This 
country they call Jong fang doo, ** the land where the flaves are fold.’ But of all 
countries in the world their own appears to them as the bet, and their own people as 
the happieft ; and they pity the fate of other nations who have been placed by Provi- 
dence in lefs fertile and lefs fortunate diftri¢ts. 


* Chap. xxxi. ver. 26, 27, 28. . 
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Some of the religious opinions of the -Negtoes, though blended with the weakeft cre. 
dulity and fuperftition, are not unworthy of attention, I have converfed with all ranks 
sand conditions upon the fubjeét of their faith, and can pronounce, without the {mall- 
eft thadow of doubt, that the belief of one God, and of a future ftate of reward and 
punifhment is entire and-univerfal among them. It is remarkable, however, that ex- 
> cept on the appearance of a new moon, as before related, the Pagan natives do not 
think it neceflary to offer yp prayers and fupplications to the Almighty. They repre- 
fent the Deity, indeed, as the creator and preferver of all things; bur in general they 
confider him as a Being fo remote, and of fo exalted a nature, that it is idle to imagine 
the feeble fupplications of wretched mortals can reverfe the decrees and change the 
purpofes of unerring Wifdom. If they are afked for what reafon then do they offer 
up a prayer on the appearance of the new moon; the anfwer is, that cuftom has made 
it neceflary ; they do it, becaufe their fathers did it beforethem. Such is the blindnefs 
of unaffifted nature! The concerns of this world, they believe, are committed by the 
Almighty to the fuperintendance and direction of fubordinate fpirits, over whom they 
fuppofe that certain magical ceremonies have great influence. A white fowl ful- 
pended to the branch of a particular tree ; a {nake’s head, or a few handfuls of fruit, 
are offerings which ignorance and fuperftition frequently prefent, to deprecate the 
wrath, or to conciliate the favour of thefe tutelary agents.’ But it is not often that 
the Negroes make their religious opinions the fubject of converfation: when interro- 
gated, in particular concerning their ideas of a future ftate, they exprefs themfelves 
with great reverence, but endeavour to fhorten the difcuflion by obferving — mo 0 
mo inta allo, * no man knows any thing about it.” They are content, they fay, to 
follow the precepts and examples of their forefathers, through the various viciflitudes 
of life ; and when this world prefents no objeéts of enjoyment or comfort, they feem 
to look with anxiety towards another, which they believe will be better fuited to their 
natures; but concerning which they are far from indulging vain and delufive con- ~ 
jeCtures. 
: The Mandingoes feldom attain extreme old age. At forty, moft of them become 
grey haired, and covered with wrinkles; and but few of them furvive the age of fifty« 
five or fixty. They calculate the years of their lives, as I have already obferved, by 
the number of rainy feafons (there being but one fuch in the year); and diftingutth 
each year by a particular name, founded on fome remarkable occurrence which hap- 
pened in that year. Thus they fay the year of the Farbanna war ; the year of the 
Kaarta war ; the year on which Gadou was plundered, toc, &c. ; and I have no doubt 
that the year 1796, .will in many places be diftinguifhed by the name of Tobaubo tambi 
fang, © the year the white man pafled ;” as fuch an occurrence would naturally form an 
epoch in their traditional hiftory. 

But notwithftanding that longevity is uncommon among them, it appeared to me, 
that their difeafes are but few in number. Their fimple diet, and active way of life, - 
preferve them from many of thofe diforders which imbitter the days of luxury and idle- 
nefs. Fevers and fluxes are the moft common, and the moft fatal. Forthefe, they 
generally apply faphies to different parts of the body, and perform a great many other 
fuperftitious ceremonies ; fome of which are, indeed, well calculated to infpire the pa- 
tient with the hope of recovery, and divert his mind from brooding over his own: dan- 
ger. But I have fometimes obferved among them a more fyftematic mode of treatment. 

_ On the firft attack of a fever, when the patient complains of cold, he is frequently 
placed in a fort of vapour : this is done by fpreading branches of the nauclea orientalis 
spi! upon 


upon hot wood embers, and laying the patient upon them, wrapped up in a large 
-ecotton cloth.. Water is then {prinkled upon the branchés, which defcending to the 
hot embers, foon covers the patient with a cloud of vapour, in which he'is allowed to 


remain until the embers are almoft extinguifhed. ‘This praCtice commonly produces a ° 


profufe perfpiration, and wonderfully relieves the fufferer. 

For the dyfentery, they ufe the bark of different trees ‘reduced to powder, and mixed 
with the patient’s food: but this practice is in general very unfuccefsful. 

The other difeafes which prevail among the Negroes, are the yaws : the elephantiafis 5 
and a /eprofy of the very worft kind. This laft mentioned complaint appears, at the 
beginning, in {curfy {pots upon different parts of the body, which finally fettle upon the 
hands or feet, whege the fkin becomes withered, and cracks in many places. At length, 
the ends of the fingers {well and ulcerate; the difcharge is acrid and fetid ; the nails 
drop off, and the bones of the fingers become carious, and feparate at the joints. In 
this manner the difeafe continues to fpread, frequently until the patient lofes all his 
fingers and toes. Even the hands and feet are fometimes. deftroyed by this inveterate 
malady, to which the Negroes give the name of balla jou, incurable.” 

The Guinea worm is likewife very common in certain places, efpecially at the com- 
mencement of the rainy feafon. ‘The Negroes attribute this difeafe, which has been 
defcribed by many writers, to bad water; and ailege that the people who drink from 
wells are more fubjeét to it than thofe who drink from ftreams, To the fame 
caufe, they attribute the fwelling of the glands of the neck (goitres), which are very 
common in fome parts of Bambarra, I obferved alfo, in the interior countries, a 
few inftances of fimple gonorrhea ; but never the confirmed lues. On the whole it 
appeared to me that the Negroes are better furgeons than phyficians. I found them 
very fuccefsful in their management of fractures and diflocations, and their fplints and 
bandages are fimple and eafily removed. ‘The patient is laid upon a foft mat, and 
the fra€tured limb is frequently bathed with cold water, All abceffes they open with 
the a@tual cautery ; and the dreflings are compofed of either foft leaves, Shea butter, or 
cows?’ dung, asrthe cafe feems, in their judgment, to require. Towards the coatt, 
where a fupply of European lancets can be procured, they fometimes perform phlebo- 
tomy ; and in cafes of local inflammation, a curious fort of cupping is practifed. ‘This 
operation is performed by making incifions in the part, and applying to it a bullock’s 
horn, with a finall hole in the end. The operator then takes a piece of bees-wax in 
his mouth, and putting his lips to the hole, extracts the air from the horn ; and bya 
dexterous ufe of his tongue, ftops up the hole with the wax. This method is found 
to anfwer the purpofe, and in general produces a plentiful difcharge. - 

‘When a perfon of confequence dies, the relations and neighbours meet together, and 
manifeft their forrow by loud and difinal howlings. A bullock or goat is killed for 
fuch perfons as come to aflift at the funeral ; which generally takes place in the even- 
ing of the fame day on which the party died. ‘The Negroes have no appropriate burial 
places, and frequently dig the grave in the floor of the deceafed’s hut, or in the fhade 
of a favourite tree. The body is dreffed in white cotton, and wrapped up in a mat. 
It is carried to the grave in the dufk of the evening by the relations. If the grave is 
without the walls of the town, a number of prickly bufhes are laid upon it, to prevent 
the wolves from digging up the body; but I never obferved that any ftone was placed 
over the grave, as a monument or memorial. 

Hitherto [ have confidered the Negroes chiefly ina moral light; and confined myfelf 
to the moft prominent features in their mental character ; their domeftic amufements, 
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occupations, and diet ; their arts and manufactures, with forte other fubordinate objects, 
are now to be noticed. . - » 

Of their mufic and dances, fome account has incidentally been given in different 
parts of my journal. On the firft of thefe heads, I have now to add a lift of their mu- 
fical inflruments, the principal of which are, —the hoonting, a fort of guitar, with three 
flrings;—é kerro, a large harp, with eighteen ftrings;—the jimbing, a {mall harp 
with feven ftrings;——the da/afou, an inftrument compofed of twenty pieces of hard 
wood of different lengths, with the fhells of gourds hung underneath, to increafe the 
found ;—the sangtang, a drum, open at the lower end; and laftly, the taba/a, a large 
drum, commonly ufed to fpread an alarm through the country. Befides thefe, they 
make ufe of fmall flutes, bow/trings, elephants’ teeth, and bells; and at all their 
dances and concerts clapping of hands appears to conftitute a neceffary part of the 
chorus. 

With the love of mufic is naturally conneéted a talte for poetry ; and, fortunately 
for the poets of Africa, they are in a great meafure exempted from that negle& and 
indigence, which in more polifhed countries commonly attend the votaries of the 
Mufes. They confift of two clafles; the ‘moft numerous are the /inging-men, called 
Jilli kea, mentioned in a former part of my narrative. One or more of thefe may be 
found in every town. They fing extempore fongs in honour of their chief men, or 
any other perfons who are willing to give ‘ folid pudding for empty praife.” Buta 
nobler part of their office is to recite the hiftorical events of their country: hence, in 
war, they accompany the foldiers to the field in order, by reciting the great actions of 


_ their anceftors, to awaken in them a fpirit of glorious emulation. The other clafs 


are devotees of the Mahometan faith, who travel about the country, finging devout 
hymns, and performing religious ceremonies, to conciliate the favour of the Almighty ; 
either in averting calamity, or enfuring fuccefs to any enterprife. Both defcriptions of 
thefe itinerant bards are much employed and refpected by the people, and very liberal 
contributions are made for them. 

The ufual diet of the Negroes is fomewhat different in different diftri&s ; in general, 
the people of free condition breakfaft about daybreak, upon gruel made of meal and 
water, with a little of the fruit of the tamarind, to give it an acid tafte. About two 
o’clock in the afternoon, a fort of hafty pudding, with a little Shea butter, is the com- 
mon meal; but the fupper conftitutes the principal repaft, and is feldom ready be- 
fore midnight. This confifts almoft univerfally of koufkous, with a fmall portion of 
animal food, or Shea butter, mixed with it. In eating, the Kafirs as well as Maho- 
medans, ufe the right hand only. 

The beverage of the Pagan Negroes are beer and mead ; of each of which they fre- 
quently drink to excefs.) The Mahomedan converts drink nothing but water. ‘The- 
Natives of all defcriptions take fnuff, and finoke tobacco; their pipes are made of 
wood, with an earthen bowl of curious workmanfhip. But in the interior countries, 
the greateft of all luxuries is falt. It would appear ftrange to an European, to fee a 
child fuck a piece of rock-falt, asif it were fugar. This, however, I have frequently 
feen; arthough, in the inland parts, the poorer clafs of inhabitants are fo very rarely 
indulged with this precious article, that to fay @ man eats falt with his victuals, is the 
fame as faying, he is a rich man. 1 have myfelf fuffered great inconvenience from the 
fcarcity of this article. The long ufe of vegetable food creates fo painful a longing for 
falt, that no words can fufficiently deferibe it. ; 

The Negroes in general, and the Mandingoes in particular, are confidered by the 
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nature of the climate is, Indeed, unfavourable to great exertion; but furely a people 
cannot jufly be denominated habitually indolent, whofe wants are fupplied, not by the 
fpontaneous produétions of nature, but by their own exertions. ew people work 
harder, when occafion requires, than the Mandingoes; but not having many oppor- 
tunities of turning to advantage the fuperfluous produce of their labour, they are con- 
tent with cultivating as much ground only as is neceffary for their own fupport. The 
labours of the field give them pretty full employment during the rains; and in the dry 
feafon, the people who live in the vicinity of large rivers employ themfelves chiefly in 
fihing. ‘he fifh are taken in wicker bafkets, or with {mall cotton nets; and are pre-. 
ferved by being firft dried in the fun, and afterwards rubbed with Shea butter, to pre- 
vent them from contraéting frefh moifture. Others of the natives employ themfelves 
in hunting. Their weapons are bows and arrows; but the arrows in common ufe 
are not poifoned *. They are very dexterous markfmen, and will hit a lizard on. a 
tree, or any other {mall objeét, at an amazing diftance. They likewife kill Guinea- 
fowls, partridges, and pigeons, but never on the wing. While the men are occupied in 
thefe purfuits, the tvomen are very diligent in manufacturing cotton cloth. They pre+ 
pare the cotton for fpinning, by laying it in fmall quantities at a time, upon a fmooth 
ftone, or piece of wood, and rolling the feeds out with a thick iron {pindle; and they 
fpin it with the diftaff. ‘The thread is not fine, but well twifted, and makes a very 
durable cloth. A woman, with common diligence, will fpin from fix to nine garments 
of this cloth in one year; which, according to its finenefs, will fell for a minkalli and a 
half, or two minkallies eacht. The weaving is performed by the men. The loom is 
made exactly upon the fame principle as that of Europe; but fo {mall and narrow, that 
the web is feldom more than four inches broad. The fhuttle is of the common con- 
ftru€tion; but as the thread is coarfe, the chamber is fomewhat larger than the: 
European. 

The women dye this cloth of a rich and lafting blue colour, by the following fimple: 
procefs: the leaves of the indigo when freth gathered, are pounded in a wooden mortar, 
and mixed ina large earthen jar, with a {trong ley of wood afhes; chamber-ley is 
fometimes added. ‘The cloth is fteeped in this mixture, and allowed to remain until 
it has acquired the proper fhade. In Kaarta and Ludamar, where the indigo is not 
plentiful, they collect the leaves, and dry them in the fun; and when they with to ufe 
them, they reduce a fufficient quantity to powder, and mix it with the ley as before 
mentioned. Either way, the cclour is very beautiful, with a fine purple glofs ; and 
equal, in my opinion, to the beft Indian’ or European blue. This cloth is cut into 
various pieces, and fewed into garments, with needles of the natives’ own making. . 

‘As the arts of weaving, dying, fewing, &c. may eafily be~acquired, thofe who 
exercife them are not confidered in Africa as following any particular profeffion ;. for 
almoft every flave can weave, and every boy can few. The only artilts which are 
diftinétly acknowledged as fuch by the Negroes, and who value themfelves on exercifing 
appropriate and peculiar trades, are the manufacturers of leather and of iron. The 
firlt of thefe, are called Karrankea (or as the word is fometimes pronounced, Gaun- 


* Poifoned arrows are ufed chiefly in war. The poifen, which is faid to be very deadly, is prepared 
from a fhrub called doona (a fpecies of echites), which is very common in the woods, The leaves of. this 
fhrub, when boiled with a fmall quantity of water, yield a thick black juice, into which the Negroes dip 
acotton thread; this thread they faften round the iron of the arrow, in fuch'a manner that it is almoft 
impoflible to extract the arrow, when it has funk beyond the barbs, without leaving the iron point, and . 
the poifoned thread, in the wound. 

+ A minkalli is a quantity of gold, nearly equal in value.to ten fhillings fterling. 
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gay). ‘They are to be found in almoft every town, and they frequently. travel through 
the country in the exercife of their calling. They tan and drefs leather. with very 
great expedition, by fteeping the hide firft in a mixture of wood-afhes and water, until 
it parts with the ‘hair; and afterwards by ufing the pounded leaves of a tree called 
goo, as an aftringent. They are at great pains to render the hide as foft and pliant 
as poffible, by rubbing it frequently between their hands, and beating it upon a {tone. 
The hides of bullocks are converted chiefly into fandals, and therefore require lefs 
care in dreffing than the fkins of theep and goats, which are ufed for covering quivers 
and faphies, and in making fheaths for {words and knives, belts, pockets, and a 
variety of ornaments. ‘Thefe {kins are commonly dyed of a red or yellow colour; 
the red, by means of millet ftalks reduced to powder; and the yellow, by the root of 
a plant the name of which I have forgotten. 

The manufactures in iron are not fo numerous as the Karrankeas;; but they ap- 
pear to have ftudied their bufinefs with equal diligence. ‘Ihe Negroes on the coatf 
being cheaply fupplied with iron from the European traders, never attempt the manu- 
faturing of this article themfelves; but in the inland parts, the natives {melt this ufe- 
ful metal in fuch quantities, as not only to fupply themfelves from it with all neceffary 
weapons and inftruments, but even to make it an article of commerce with fome of 
the neighbouring ftates. During my ftay at Kamalia, there was a {melting furnace at 
a fhort diftance from the hut where I lodged, and the owner and his workmen made 
no fecret about the manner of conduéing the operation; and readily allowed me to 
examine the furnace, and affift them in breaking the iron ftone. ‘The furnace was a 
circular tower of clay, about ten feet high, and three in diameter ; furrounded in two 
places with withes, to prevent the clay from cracking and falling to pieces by the vio- 
jence of the heat. Round the lower part, on alevel with the ground (but not fo low as 
the bottom of the furnace, which was fomewhat concave), were made feven openings, 
into every one of which were placed three tubes of clay, and the openings again 
plaftered up in fuch a manner that no air could enter the furnace, but through the 
tubes; by the opening and fhutting of which they regulated the fire. Thefe tubes 
were formed by plaftering a mixture of clay and grafs round a fmooth roller of 
wood, which as foon as the clay began to harden was withdrawn, and the tube left to 
dry in the fun. The iron-ftone which I faw was very heavy, and of a dull red colour, 
with greyifh fpecks; it was broken into pieces about the fize of a hen’s egg. A bun- 
dle of dry wood was firft put into the furnace, and covered with a confiderable quan- 
tity of charcoal, which was brought ready burnt from the woods. Over this was laid 
a ftratum of iron-ftone, and then another of charcoal, and fo on, until the furnace 
was quite full. The rire was applied through one of the tubes, and blown for fome - 
time with a bellows made of goats’ fkins. ‘The operation went on very flowly at firlt, 

.and it was fome hours before the flame appeared above the furnace; but after this, tt 
burnt with great violence all the firft night; and the people who attended put in at 
times more charcoal. On the day following the fire was not fo fierce, and on the 
fecond night fome of the tubes were withdrawn, and the air allowed to have freer 
accefs to tle furnace ; but the heat was ftill very great, and a bluifh flame rofe fome 
feet above the top of the furnace. On the third day from the commencement of the 
operation, all the tubes were taken out, the ends of many of them being vitrified 
with the heat; but the metal was not removed until fome days afterwards, when the 

. whole was~perfeétly cool. Part of the furnace was then taken down, and the iron 
zppeared in the form of a large irregular mafs, with pieces of charcoal adhering to 
it, It was fonorous; and when any poriion was broken off, the fracture exhibited 
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a granulated appearance, like broken fteel. The owner informed me that many parts 
of this cake were ufelefs, but ftill there was good iron enough to repay him for his 
trouble. This iron, or rather fteel, is formed into various inftruments, by being 
repeatedly heated in a forge, the heat of which is urged by a pair of double bellows, 
of a very fimple conftrution, being made of two goats’ {kins ; the tubes from which 
unite, before they enter the forge, and fupply a conftant and very regular blaft. 
The hammer, forceps, and anvil are all very fimple, and the workmanfhip (particu. 
larly in the formation of knives and fpears) is not deflitute of merit. The iron, 
indeed, is hard and brittle; and requires much labour before it, can be made to 
anfwer the purpofe. : 

Moft of the African blackfmiths are acquainted alfo with the method of fmelting 
gold, in which procefs they ufe an alkaline falt, obtained from a bey of burnt 
corn-{talks evaporated to drynefs, They likewife draw the gold into wire, and 
form it into a variety of ornaments, fome of which are executed with-a great deal 
of tafte and ingenuity. i : 

Such is the chief information I obtained concerning the prefent flate of arts 
and manufaétures in thofe regions of Africa which I explored in my journey. I might 
add, though it is fcarce worthy obfervation, that in Bambarra and Kaarta, the natives 
make very beautiful bafkets, hats, and other articles, both for ufe and ornament, from 
rujbes, which they ftain of different colours ; and they contrive alfo to cover their cala- 
bafhes with interwoven cane, dyed in the fame manner. . ; 

In all the laborious occupations above defcribed, the mafter and his flaves work. 
together, without any diftinétion of fuperiority. Hired fervants, by which. I mean. 
perfons of free condition, voluntarily working for, pay, are unknown in Africa; and’ 
this obfervation naturally leads me to confider the condition of the flaves,. and the 
various means by which they are reduced to fo miferable a ftate of fervitude. This, 
unfortunate clafs are found, I believe, in all parts of this extenfive country, and contti-. 
tute a confiderable branch of commerce, with the ftafes on the Mediterranean, as: 
well as with the nations of Europe. ~ 


CHAP. VIII.— Obfervations concerning the State and Sources. of Slavery in Africae 


A STATE of fubordination, and certain inequalities. of rank and condition, are 
inevitable in every ftage of civil fociety; but when this fubordination is carried to fo: 
great a length, that the perfons and fervices of one part of the community are entirely: 
at the difpofal of another part, ic may then be denominated a ftate of flavery.; and: 
in this condition of life, a great body of the Negro inhabitants of Africa have con- 
tinued from the moft early period of their hiltory ; with this aggravation, that their: 
children are born.to no other inheritance. 

The flaves in Africa, I fuppofe, are nearly in the proportion of three to one to the 
freemen. They claim no reward for their fervices, except food and clothing, and are: 
treated with kindnefs or feverity, according to. the good or bad difpofition of their 
matters. Cuftom, however, has eftablifhed. certain rules with regard to-the treatment: 
of flaves, which it is thought difhonourable to violate. Thus, the domeftic flaves, or 
fuch-as are born.in a man’s own houfe, are treated with more lenity than thefe which: 
are purchafed with money. The authority of the mafter over the domeftic flave, as I 
have elfewhere obferved, extends only to reafonable correction: for the mafter cannot: 


fell his domeftic, without having firft brougnt him to a public trial, before the chief 
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men of the place*. But thefe reftri@ions on the power of the matter extend not 
to the cafe of prifoners taken in war, nor to that of flaves purchafed with money. 
All thefe unfortumate beings are confidered as ftrangers and foreigners, who have no 
right to the protection of the law, and may be treated with feverity, or fold toa 
ftranger, according to the pleafure of their owners. There are, indeed, regular mar- 
kets where flaves of this defcription are bought and fold; and the value of a flave 
in the eye cf an African purchafer, increafes in proportion to his diftance from his 
native kingdom; for when flaves are only a few days’ journey from the place of their 
nativity, they frequently effect their efcape; but when one or more kingdoms inter- 
vene, efcape being more difficult, they are more readily reconciled to their fituation. 
On this account the unhappy flave is frequently transferred from one dealer to another, 
until he has loft all hopes of returning to his native kingdom. ‘The flaves which are 
purchafed by the Europeans on the coalt, are chiefly of this defcription; a few of 
them are collected in the-petty wars, hereafter to be defcribed, which take place near 
the coaft; but by far the greater number are brought down in large caravans from the 
inland countries, of which many are unknown, even by name, to the Europeans, 
.'The flaves which are thus brought from the interior, may be divided into two dif- 
tin@ clafles; fr/t, fuch as were flaves from their birth, having been born of enflaved 
mothers ; /econdly, fuch as were born free, but who afterwards, by whatever means, 
became flaves. Thofe of the firft defcription are by far the moft numerous; for 
prifoners taken in war (at leaft fuch as are taken in open and declared war, when one 
kingdom avows holtilities againft another) are generally of this defcription. The com. 
paratively fmall proportion of free people to the enflaved, throughout Africa, has 
already been noticed; and it muft be. obferved, that men of free condition have 
many advantages over the flaves, even in war time. They are in general better armed, 
and well mounted ; and can either fight or efcape with fome hopes of fuccefs; but 
the flaves, who have only their fpears and bows, and of whom great numbers are 
loaded with baggage, become an eafy prey. Thus, when Manfong, King of Bambarra, 
made war upon Kaarta (as I have related in a former Chapter), he took in one day 
nine hundred prifoners, of which number not more than feventy were free men. This 
account I received from Daman Jumma, who had thirty flaves at Kemmoo, all of 
whom were made prifoners by Manfong. Again, when a freeman is taken prifoner, his 
friends will fometimes ranfom him by giving two flaves in exchange; but when a flave 
is taken, he has no hopes of fuch redemption. To thefe difadvantages it is to be 
added, that the Slazees, who purchafe flaves in the interior countries, and carry them 
down to the coaft for fale, conftantly prefer fuch as have been in that condition of life 
from their infancy, well knowing that thefe have been accuftomed to hunger and 
fatigue, and are better able to fuftain the hardfhips of a long and painful journey than 
free men; and on their reaching the coaft, if no opportunity offers of felling them to 
advantage, they can eafily be made to maintain themfelves by their labour; neither 
are they fo apt to attempt making their efcape, as thofe who have once tafted the 
bleffings cf freedom. 

Slaves of the fecond defcription, generally become fuch by one or other of the 
following caufes, 1. Captivity. 2. Famine, 3. Infolvency. 4. Crimes. A freeman 


* In time of famine, the majter is pemitted to fell one or more of his domeftics, to purchafe pro- 
vifions for his family ; and in cafe of the mafter’s infolvency, the domeltic flaves are fometimes feized upon 
“by the creditors; and if the mafter cannot. redeem them, they are liable to be fold for payment of his 
debts. Thefe are the only cafes that I recollect,-in which the domeftic flaves are liable to be fold, with- 
eut any mifconduét or demerit of their own. 7 


may, 
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may, by the eftablifhed’ cuftoms of Africa, become a flayd by being taken in war. 
War is, of all-others, the moft produétive fource, and was probably the origin of 
flavery ; for when one nation had taken from another a greater number of captives 
than could be exchanged on equal terms, it is natural to fuppofe that the conquerors, 
finding it inconvenient to maintain their prifoners, would compel them to labour 5 
at firft, perhaps, only for their own fupport, but afterwards to fupport their matters. 
Be this as it may, it is a known fact, that prifoners of war in Africa are the flaves of 
the conquerors; and when the weak or unfuccefsful warrior begs for mercy beneath 
the uplifted fpear of his opponent, he gives up at the fame time his claim to liberty, 
and purchafes his life at the expence of his freedom. 

In a country, divided into a thoufand petty ftates, moftly independent and jealous 
of each other ; where every freeman is accuftomed to arms, and fond of military 
achievements ; where the youth who has pra¢tifed the bow and fpear from_his infancy, 
longs for nothing fo much as.an opportunity to difplay his valour, it is natural to 
imagine that wars frequently originate from very frivolous provocation. When one 
nation is more powerful than another, a pretext is feldom wanting for commencing 
hoftilities. ‘Thus the war between Kajaaga and Kaffon was occafioned by the detention 
of a fugitive flave : that between Bambarra and Kaarta by the lofs of a few cattle. 
Other cafes of the fame nature perpetually occur, in which the folly or mad ambition 
of their princes, and the zeal a their religious enthufiafts give full employment to the 
{cythe of defolation. 

The wars of Africa are of two kinds, which are diftinguifhed by different appel- 
lations : that {pecies which bears the greateft refemblance to our European contefts, 
is denominated 4il/i, a word fignifying ‘to call out,’ becaufe fuch wars: are 
openly avowed and previoufly declared. Wars of this defcription in Africa com- 
monly terminate, however, in the courfe of a fingle campaign. A battle is fought; - 
the vanquifhed feldom think of rallying again ; the whole inhabitants become panic 
ftruck ; and the conquerors have only to bind the flaves, and carry off their plunder 
and their victims. Such of the prifoners as, through age or infirmity, are unable 
to endure fatigue, or are found unfit for fale, are confidered as ufelefs; and 1 
have no doubt are frequently put to death. ‘The fame fate commonly awaits a chief, 
or any other perfon who has taken a very diftinguifhed part in the war. And here 
it may be obferved, that, notwithftanding this exterminating fyftem, it is furprif- 
ing to behold how foon an African town is ‘rebuilt and repeopled. The circum- 
ftance arifes probably from this; that their pitched battles are few; the weakeft 
know their own fituation, and feek fafety in flight. When their- country has been 
defolated, and their ruined towns and villages deferted by the enemy, fuch of the 
inhabitants as have efcaped the /word, and the chain, generally return, though with 
cautious fteps, to the place of their nativity ; for it feems to be the univerfal with of 

“mankind to fpend the evening of their days where they paffed their infancy. The poor 
Negro feels this defire in its full force. ‘To him no water is fweet but what is drawn 
from his own well; and no tree has fo cool and pleafanta fhade as the tabba -ree * of 
his native village. When war compels him to abandon the delightful {pot in which he 
firft drew his breath, and feek for fafety in fome other kingdom, his time is fpent in 
talking about the country of his anceftors; and no fooner is peace reftored than he 
turns his back upon the land of ftrangers, rebuilds with hafte his fallen wa'ls, and 
exults to fee the fmoke afcend from his native village, 


* This is a large {preading tree (a fpecies of ferculia) under which the bentang is commonly placed. 
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The othef fpecies of African warfaré is diftingnifhed by the appellation of tegri¢, 
*¢ plundering or ftealing.” _ It arifes from a fort of hereditary feud which the inhabi- 
tants of one nation or diftri& bear towards another. No immediate caufe of hoftility 
is affigned, or notice of attack given; but the inhabitants of each watch every oppor- 
tunity to plunder and diftrefs the objets of their animofity by predatory excurfions. 
Thefe are very common, particularly about the beginning of the dry feafon, when the 
labour of the harveft is over and provifions are plentiful. Schemes of vengeance are 
then meditated. The chief man furveys the number and adtivity of his vaffals, as they 
brandith their {pears at feftivals ; and elated with his own importance, turns his whole 
thoughts towards revenging fome depredation or infult, which either he or his anceftors 
may have received from a neighbouring ftate. 

Wars of this defcription are generally conducted with great fecrecy. A few re- 
folute individuals, headed by fome perfon of enterprife and courage, march quietly 
through the woods, furprife in the night fome unproteed village, and carry off the 
inhabitants and their effects, before their neighbours can come to their affiftance. 
One morning, during my ftay at Kamalia, we were all much alarmed by a party of 
this kind. The King of Fooladoo’s fon, with five hundred horfemen, paffed fecretly 
through the woods, a little to the fouthward of Kamalia, and on the morning following 
plundered three towns belonging to Madigai, a powerful chief in Jatlonkadoo. 

The fuccefs of this expedition encouraged the governor of Bangaffi,a town in Foo- 

ladoo, to make a fecond inroad upon another part of the fame country. Having af- 
fembled abqut two hundred of his people, he paffed the river Kokoro in the night, 
and carried off a great number of prifoners. Several of the inhabitants who had 
efcaped thefe attacks, were afterwards feized by the Mandingoes, as they wandered 
about in the woods, or concealed themfelves in the glens and ftrong places of the 
mountains. 
_ Thefe plundering excurfions always produce fpeedy retaliation: and when large 
parties cannot be collected for this purpofe, a few friends will combine together, and 
advance into the enemy’s country, with a view to plunder, or carry off the inhabitants. 
A fingle individual has been known to take his bow and quiver, and proceed in 
like manner. Such an attempt is doubtlefs in him an aét of rafhnefs ; but when it is 
confidered that in one of thefe predatory wars he has probably been deprived of his 
child, or his neareft relation, his fituation will rather call for pity than cenfure. The 
poor fufferer, urged on by the feelings of domeftic or paternal attachment, and the 
ardour of revenge, conceals himfelf among the bufhes, until fome young or unarmed 
perfon paffes by. te then, tyger-like, fprings upon his prey, drags his victim into the 
thicket, and in the night carries him off asa flave. - 

When a Negro has, by means like thefe, once fallen into the hands of his enemies, 
he is either retained as the flave of his conqueror, or bartered into a diftant kingdom ; 
for an African, when he has once fubdued his enemy, will feldom give him an oppor- 
tunity of lifting up his hand againft him at a future period. A conqueror commonly 
difpofes_ of his captives according to the rank which they held in their native kingdom. 
Such of the domeftic flaves as appear to be of a mild difpofition, and particularly 
the young women, are retained ashis own flaves. Others that difplay marks of dif- 
content, are difpofed of in a diftant country ; andfuch of the freemen, or flaves, as 
have taken an active part in the war, are either fold to the flatees or put to death. 
‘War, therefore, is certainly the moft general and moft produtive fource of flavery ; 
and the defolations of war often (but not always) produce the fecond caufe of fla- 
very, famine ; in which cafe a freeman"becomes a flave to avoid a greater calamity. 
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Perhaps, by a philofophic and refleGting mind, death itfelf would fcarcely be confi- 
dered.as a greater calamity than flavery; but the poor Negro, when fainting with . 
hunger, thinks like Esau’ of old; ‘ Behold I am at the point to die, cnd what profit 
“ foall this birthright do to me?” There are many inftances of freemen voluntarily 
furrendering up their liberty to fave their lives. During a great fearcity which lalted 
for three years, in the countries of the Garhbia, great numbers of people became 
flaves in this manner. Dr. Laidley affured me that, at that time, many freemen came 
and begged, with great earneftnefs, to be put upon bis flave-chain, to fave them from 
perithing of hunger. Large families are very often expofed to abfolute want: and 
as the parents have. almoft unlimited authority over their children, it frequently hap- 
pens, in all parts of Africa, that fome of the latter are fold to purchafe provifions for 
the reft of the family. When I was at Jarra, Daman Jumma pointed out to me three 
young flaves which he had purchafed in this manner. I have already related another 
infance which I faw at Wonda: and I was informed that in Fooladoo, at that time, it 
was a very common practice. : " i 

The third caufe of flavery, is infolvency. Of all the offences (if infolvency may be fo 
called) to which the laws of Africa have affixed the punifhment of flavery, this is 
the meft common. A Negro trader commonly contraéts debts on fome mercantile 
fpeculation, either from his neighbours, to purchafe fuch articles as will {ell to advan- 
tage in a diftant market, or from the European traders on the coaft; payment to be 
made in a given time. In both cafes, the fituation of the adventurer is exaly the 
fame. If he fucceeds, he may fecure an independency. If he is unfuccefsful, his 
perfon and fervices are at the difpofal of another ; for in Africa, not only the effets 
of the infolvent, but even the infolvent himfelf, is fold to fatisfy the lawful demands of 
his creditors *. 

The fourth caufe above enumerated, is the commiffion of crimes, on which the laws 
of the country affix flavery as a punifbment. In Africa, the only offences of this clafs are 
murder, adultery, and witchcraft ; and I am happy to fay, that they did not appear to mé 
to be common, In cafes of murder, I was informed, that the neareft relation of the 
deceafed had it in his power, after convition, either to kill the offender with his 
own hand, or fell him into flavery. When adultery occurs, it is generally left to the 
option of the perfon injured, either to fell the culprit, or accept fuch a ranfom for him 
as he may think equivalent to the injury he has fuftained. By witchcraft, is meant 

retended magic, by which the lives or healths of perfons are affeCted : in other words, 
it is the adminiftering of poifon. No trial for this offence, however, came under my 
obfervation while I was in Africa; andI therefore fuppofe that the crime and its punifh- 
ment occur but very feldom. 

When a freeman has become a flave by any one of the caufes before mentioned, he 
generally continues fo for life, and his children (if they are born of an enflaved 

-mother) are brought up in the fame flate of fervitude. There are, however, a few 
inftances of flaves obtaining their freedom, and fometimes even with the confent of 


* When a Negro takes up goods on credit from anyof the Europeans on the coaft, and does not take pay- 
ment at the time appointed, the European is authorized, by the laws of the country, to feize upon the debtor 
himfelf, if he can find him ; or if he cannot be found, on any perfon of his family ; or in the laft refort, on 
any native of the fame kingdom. The perfon thus f{eized on is detained while his friends are fent in queft of 
the debtor, When he is found, a meeting is called of the chief people of the place, and thé debtor is 
compelled to ranfom his friend by fulfilling his engagements. If he is unable to do this, his perfon is 
immediately fecured and fent down to the coaft, and the other releafed. If the debtor cannot he 
found, the perfon feized on is obliged to pay double the amount of the debt, or is himfelf fold into flavery. 
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their-mafterss as by performing fome-fingular piece of fervice, or: by going to battle, 
and bringing home two flaves as. a ranfom; but the cémmon way of regaining free- 
dom is-by efcape ; and when flaves have once fet their minds on running away, they 
often fucceed. Some of them will wait for years before an opportunity prefents itfelf, 
and during that period fhew no figns of difcontent. In general, it may be remarked 
that flaves who come from a hilly country, and have been much accuftomed to hunting 
and travel, are more apt'to attempt their efcape, than fuch as are born in a flat country, 
and have been employed in cultivating the land. ; : 
Such are the general outlines of that fyftem of flavery which prevails in Africa ; 
and it is evident from its nature and extent, that it is a fyftem of no modern date. It 
probably had its origin in the remote ages of antiquity, before the Mahomedans 
explored a path acrofs the defert. How far it is maintained and fupported by the flave 
traffic, which, for two hundred years, the nations of Europe have carried on with the 
natives of the coaft, it is neither within my province, nor in my power, to explain. 
If my fentimen:s fhould be required concerning the effect which a difcontinuance of 
that commerce would produce on the manners of the natives, I fhould have no hefitation 
‘in-obferving, that, in the prefent unenlightened ftate of their minds, my opinion is, the 
-\ @ffe& would neither be fo extenfive or beneficial, as. many wife and worthy perfons 
fondly expe&. —- ; 


CHAP. IX. — Of Gold-duft, and the Manner in which it is collected. — Procefs of 
Wafbing it.— Its Value in Africa. — Of Ivory.— Surprife of the Negroes at the 
Eagernefs of the Europeans for this Commodity. — Scattered Teeth frequently picked up 
in the Woods. —- Mode of hunting the Elephant. — Some Reflections on the unimproved 
State of the Country, 8c. 


THOSE valuable commodities, gold and ivory (the next obje&s of our inquiry) 
have probably been found in Africa from the firft ages of the world. They are. 
reckoned among its moft important produétions in the earlieft records of its hiftory. 

Ir has been obferved, that gold is feldom or never difcovered except in mountainous 
and barren countries; nature, it is faid, thus making amends in one way for her 
penurioufnefs in the other. ‘This, however, is not wholly true. Gold is found in con- 
fiderable quantities throughout every part of Manding; a country which is indeed 
hilly, but cannot properly be called mountainous, much lefs barren. It is alfo found 
in great plenty in Jallonkadoo (particularly about Boori), another hilly, but by no means 
an infertile country. It is remarkable, that in the place laft mentioned (Boori), which 
is fituated about four days’ journey to the fouth-weft of Kamalia, the falt-market is 
often fupplied, at the fame time, with rock-falt from the Great Defert, and fea-falt from 
the Rio Grande ; the price of each, at this diftance from its fource, being nearly the 
fame; and the dealers in each, whether Moors from the north, or Negroes from 
the weft, are invited thither by the fame motives, that of bartering their falt for 

old. 
. The gold of Manding, fo far as I could learn, is never found in any matrix or vein, 
but always in fmall grains, nearly in a pure ftate, from the fize of a pin’s head to that 
of a pea; fcattered through a large body of fand or clay ; and in this ftate it is called 
by the Mandingoes /anoo munko, “ gold powder.” It is, however, extremely probable, 
by what I could Jearn of the fituation of the ground, that moft of it has ee 
ae wathe 
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wafhed down by repeated torrents from the neighbouriag:hills: -The manner-in which 
itis. collected is nearly as follows : #2 hy ae Nd : 

About the beginning of December; when the: harvett is over,and the ftreams and tors 
rents have greatly fubfided, the manfa, or chief man of the town, appoints a day to 
begin faneo koo, “ gold wathing ;” and the women are fure to have themfelves in reas 
dinefs by the time appointed. A hoe or fpade for digging up the fand, two or three 
calabathes for wafhing it in, and a few quills for containing the gold duft, are all the 
implements neceffary for the purpofe. On the morning of their departure, a bullock is 
killed for the firft day’s entertainment, and a number of prayers and charms are ufed 
to enfure fuccefs; for'a failure on that day is thought a bad omen. The manfa 
of Kamalia, with fourteen of his people, were, I remember, fo much difappointed 
in their firft day’s wafhing, that very few of them had-refolution to perfevere ; and 
the few that did, had but very indifferent fuccefs; which indeed is not much to be 
wondered at ; for inftead of opening fome untried place, they continue to dig and wath 
in the fame fpot where they had dug and wathed for years ; and where, of courfe,. but 
few large grains could be left. “ 

The wathing the fands of the ftreams is by far the eafieft_ way of obtaining the gold» 
duft ; but in moft places the fands have been fo narrowly fearched before, that unlefs 
the ftream takes fome new courfe, the gold is found but ia {mall quantities.. While 
fome of the party are bufied in wafhing the fands, others employ themfelves farther up 
the torrent, where the rapidity of the ftream has carried away all the clay, fand, &ce 
and left nothing but fmall pebbles. The fearch among thefe is a very troublefome tafk. 
I have feen women who have had the tkin worn off the tops of their fingers in this 
employment. Sometimes, however, they are rewarded by finding pieces of gold, 

. which they call fanoo birro, “ gold ftones,” that amply repay them for their trouble, 
A woman and her daughter, inhabitants of Kamalia, found in one day two pieces of 
this kind; one of five drachms, and the other of three drachms, weight. But the 
“moft certain and profitable mode of wafhing is pratifed in the height of the dry 
feafon by digging a deep pit, like a draw-well, near fome hill which has. previouily 
been difcovered to contain gold. The pit is dug with {mall fpades or corn hoes, and 
the earth is drawn up in large calabafhes. As the Negroes dig through the different 
ftrata of clay or fand, a calabafh or two of each is wafhed, by way of experiment 5 
and in this manner the labourers proceed, until they come to a ftratum containing 
gold ; or until they are obftruéted by rocks, or inundated by water. In general, when 
they come to a ftratuni of fine reddith fand, with fmall black fpecks therein, they find 
gold in fome proportion or other, and fend up large calabafhes full of the fand, for the 
women to wath; for though the pit is dug by the men, the gold is always wafhed by 
the women, who are accultomed from their infancy to a fimilar operation, in feparating 
the hufks of corn from the meal. 

‘As I never defcended into any of thefe pits, 1 cannot fay in what manner they are 
worked under ground. Indeed, the fituation in which I was placed, made it neceffary 
for me to be cautious not to incur the fufpicion of the natives, by examining too far 
into.the riches of their country; but the manner of feparating the gold from the fand 
is very fimple, and is frequently performed by the women in the middle of the town; 
for when the fearchers return from the valleys in the evening, they commonly bring 
with them each a calabath or two of fand, to be wafhed by {uch of the females as re- 
main at home. ‘The operation is fimply as follows: : 

A portion of fand or clay (for gold is fometimes found in a brown coloured clay), 
is pat into a large calabath, and mixed with 1 fufficient quantity of water. The re 

whole 
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whofe offite tt%s; then fhakes the calabafli it fuch a manner as to tiix the fand ant 
water together, and give the whole a rotatory motion; at firft gently, but” afterwards 
mote quick, until a {mall portion of fand and water, at every revolution, flies over 
the brim of the calabafh. . The fand thus feparated, is only the coarfeft particles 
mixed with a little muddy-water. After the operation has been continued for fome 
time, the fand is allowed to fubfide, and the water poured off; a portion of coarfe 
fand, which is now uppermoft in the calabafh,, is removed by the hand, and freth 
water being added, the operation is repeated until the water comes off almoft pure. 
‘The woman now takes a fecond calabafh, and fhakes the fand and water gently from 
the one to the other, referving that portion of fand which is. next.the bottom of the 
calabath, and which is moft likely to contain the gold. This {mall quantity is mixed 
with fome pure water, and being moved about in the calabafh, is carefully examined. 
Hf a few particles of gold are picked out, the contents of the other. calabafh are ex-: 
amined in the fame manner; but, in general, the party is well contented, if fhe cam 
obtain three or four grains from the contents of both calabafhes, Some women, 
however, by long practice, become fo well acquainted with the nature of the fand, and 
the mode of wafhing it, that they will collect- gold, where others cannot find a fingle 
particle: The gold-duft is kept in quills, ftopt up with cotton ; -and the wathers are 
fond of difplaying a number of thefe quills in their hair. Generally fpeaking, if a 
perfon ufes common diligence, in a proper foil, it is fuppofed that.as much gold may 
be collected by him in the courfe of the dry feafon as ts equal to the value of two 
Slaves, 

Thus fimple is the procefs by which the Negroes obtain gold in Manding ; and it is 
evident, from this account, that the country contains a confiderable portion of this 
precious metal ; for many of the fmaller particles muft neceffarily efcape the obfer- 
vation of the naked eye ; and as the natives generally fearch the fands of ftreams at a 
eonfiderable diftance from the hills, and confequently far removed from the mines 
where the gold was originally produced, the labourers are fometimes but ill paid for 
their trouble. Minute particles only of this heavy metal can be carried by the current 
to any confiderable diftance; the larger muft remain depofited near the original fource: 
from whence they came. Were the gold-bearing ftreams to be traced to their foun- 
tains, and the hills from whence they {pring properly examined, the fand in which the 
gold is there depofited would, no doubt, be found to contain particles of a much larger 
fize*; and even the fmall grains might be collected to confiderable advantage by the 
ufe of quickfilver, and other improvements, with which the natives are at prefent 
unacquainted, ~ 7 

Part of this gold is converted into ornaments for the women ; but, in general, thefe 
ornaments are more to be admired for their weight than their workmanfhip. They 
are mafly and inconvenient, particularly the ear-rings, which are commonly fo heavy 
as to pull down and lacerate the lobe of the ear; to avoid which they are fupported by 
a thong of red leather, which paffes over the crown of the head from one ear to the 
other. The necklace difplays greater fancy; and the proper arrangement of the dif- 
ferent beads and plates of gold, is the great criterion of tafte and elegance. When a 


- © Tam informed that the gold mine, as it is called, in Wicklow, in Ireland, which was difcovered in the 
year 1795, is near the top, and upon the fteep flope of a mountain. Here picces of gold of feveral ouncea 
weight were frequently found, What would have been gold-duft two miles below was here golden gravel; 
that is, each grain was like a {mall pebble in fize, and one piece was found which weighed near twenty- 
two ounces troy. bs aS ak 


: lady 


PARK’S TRAVELS: IM (APRIGAs, &8or 


lady of confequence is in full. drefs, her gold ornaments.mnay..be worth altagether: 
from fifty to eighty pounds fterling. _ ; ' 

‘A fmall quantity of gold is likewife employed by the Slatees, in defraying the ex- 

pences of their journies to and from the coaft; but by far the- greater proportion is; 
annually carried away by the Moors in exchange for falt and other. merchandize.. 
During my ftay at Kamalia, the gold collected by. the different traders at that place» 
for {alt alone, was nearly equal to one hundred and siinety-eight pounds fterling ; and; 
as Kamalia is but a fmall town, and not much reforted to by the trading- Moors, this 
quantity muft have borne a very fmall proportion to the gold colleéted at Kancaba, 
Kankaree, and fome other large towns. ‘The value of falt in this part of Africa is.very: 
great. One flab, about two feet anda half in length, fourteen inches in breadth, and 
two inches in thicknefs, will fometimes fell for about two pounds ten fhillings fterling, 
and from one pound fifteen fhillings to two pounds, may be. confidered as the common 
psice. Four of thefe flabs are confidered asa load for an afs, and fix for a bullock, 
The value of European merchandize in Manding varies very much, paren | ta the 
fupply from the coaft, or the dread of war in the country; but the return for fych 
articles is commonly made in flaves. The price of a prime flave, when I was .a& 
Kamalia, was from nine to twelve minkallies, and European commodities had then 
nearly the following value ; oe 
18 gun flints, tee 
48 leaves of tobacco, “ 
20 charges of gunpowder, 
A cutlafs, 
A mufket from three to four minkallies. . ae 

The produce of the country, and the different neceffaries of life when exchanged 
for gold, fold as follows : ; aan 

Common provifions for one day, the weight of one teclee-hifft, (a black bean, 
fix of which make the weight of one minkalli);—-a chicken, one teelee-kiffi,—a 
fheep, three teelee-kiffi, —a bullock, one. minkalli, —a horfe from ten.to Seventeen 
minkallies. ; : 

The Negroes weigh the gold in fmall balances, which they always carry: about 
them. They make no difference in point of value, between gold duft and wrought 
gold. In bartering one article for another the perfon who receives the gold always 
weighs it with his own teelee-kiffi. Thefe beans are fometimes fraudulently foaked in 
Shea butter, to make them heavy; and I once faw a pebble ground exaélly into the 
form of one of them: but fuch practices are not very common, =~ : 

Having now related the fubftance of what occurs to my recollection concerning the 
African mode of obtaining gold from the earth, and its value in barter, I proceed to 
the next article, of which 1 propofed to treat, namely, ivory. 

Nothing creates a greater furprife among the Negroes on the fea coaft, than the 
eagernefs difplayed by the Ewropean traders to procure elephants’ teeth; it being ex- 
ceedingly difficult to make. them comprehend to what ufe it is applied. Although 
they are fhewn knives with ivory hafts, combs, and toys of the fame materia:, and are 
convinced that the ivory thus manufactured, was originally parts of a tooth, they are 
not fatisfied. They fufpe€t that this commodity is more frequently converted in Bu- 
rope, to purpofes of far greater importance; the true’ nature of which is ftudioufly 
concealed from them, left the price of ivory fhould be enhanced. They caanot, they 
fay, eafily perfuade themfelves that fhips would be built, and voyages undertaken, te. 
; ; procure 


one minkalli. 
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procure an article, which had no other value than that of furnifhing handles to knives, 
&c. when pieces of wood would anfwer the purpofe equally well. . 7 

Elephants are.very numerous. in the interior of Africa, but they appear to be a 

diftinct {pecies from thofe found in Afia. Blumenbach, in his figures of objects of 

natural hiftory, has given good drawings of a grinder of each; and the variation is 
evident. M. Cuvier alfo has given in the Magazin Encyclopedique, a clear account of 
the difference between them. As I never examined the Afiatic elephant, I have 
chofen rather to refer to thofe writers, than advance this as an opinion of my own. 

It has been faid that the African elephant is of a lefs docile nature than the Afiatic, 
and incapable of being tamed. The Negroes certainly do not at prefent tame them; but 
when we confider that the Carthaginians had always tame elephants in their armies, 
and actually tranfported fome of them to Italy in the courfe of the Punic wars ; it feems 
more likely that they fhould have poffeffed the art of taming their own elephants, 
than have fubmitted to the expence of bringing fuch vaft animals from Afia. Perhaps, 
the barbarous practice of hunting the African elephants for the fake of their teeth, has 
rendered them more untractable and favage, than they were found to be in former 
times. 

The greater part of the ivory which is fold on the Gambia, and Senegal rivers, is 
brought from the interior country. The lands towards the coaft are too fwampy, 
and too much interfe€ted with creeks and rivers, for fo bulky an animal as the ele- 
phant to travel through, without being difcovered ; and when once the natives difcern 
the marks of his feet in the earth, the whole village is up in arms. The thoughts of 
feafting on his flefh, making fandals of his hide, and felling the teeth to the Europeans, 
infpire every one with courage; and the animal feldom efcapes from his purfuers ; but 
in the plains of Bambarra and Kaarta, and the extenfive wilds of Jallonkadoo, the eles 
phants are very numerous ; and, from the great {carcity of gunpowder in thofe diftris, 
they are lefs annoyed by the natives. 

Scattered teeth are frequently picked up in the woods, and travellers are very dili. 
gent in looking for them, It is a common pratice with the elephant to thruft his 
teeth under the roots of fuch fhrubs and bufhes as grow in the more dry and elevated 
parts of the country where the {oil is fhallow. Thefe buthes he eafily overturns, and 
feeds on the roots, which are in general more tender and juicy than the hard woody 
branches or the foliage ; but when the teeth are partly decayed by age, and the roots 
more firmly fixed, the great exertions of the animal, in this practice, frequently 
caufes them to break fhort. At Kamalia I faw two teeth, one a very large one, which 
were found in thé woods, and which were evidently broken off in this manner. In- 
deed it is difficult otferwife to account for fuch a large proportion of broken ivory, as 
is daily offered for fale, at the different factories; for when the elephant is killed 
in hunting, unlefs he dathes himfelf over a precipice, the teeth are always extracted 
entire. 

‘There are certain feafons of the year when the elephants colleét into large herds, 
and traverfe the country in queft of food or water; and asall that part of the country 
to the north of the Niger is deftitute of rivers, whenever the pools in the woods 
are dried up, the elephants approach towards the banks of that river. Here they 
continue until the commencement of the rainy feafon, in the months of June or July; 
and during this time they are much hunted by fuch of the Bambarrans as have gun- 
powder to {pare. The elephant hunters feldom go out fingly; a party of four or five 

“join together ; and having each furnifhed himfelf with powder and ball, and a quan- 
tity of corn-meal in a leather bag, fufficient for five or fix days’ provifion, they re! 

14 the 
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the moft unfrequented parts of the wood, and examine with great care every thing that 
can lead to the difcovery of the elephants. In this purfuit, notwithftanding the bulk 
of the animal, very ies nicety of obfervation is required. The brcken branches, 
the f{cattered dung of the animal, and the marks of his feet, are carefully infpetted ; 
and many of the hunters have, by long experience and attentive obfervation, become 
fo expert in their fearch, that as foon as they obferve the foot-marks of an elephant, 
they will tell almoft to a certainty at what time it pafled, and at what diftance it will 
be found. 

When they difcover a herd of elephants, they follow them at a diftance, until they 
perceive fome one ftray from the reft, and come into fuch a fituation as to be fired 
at with advantage. The hunters then approach with great caution, creeping amongft 
the long grafs, until they have got near enough to be fure of their aim. ‘They then 
difcharge all their pieces at once, and throw themfelves on their faces among the 
graf. The wounded elephant immediately applies his trunk to the different wounds, 
but being unable to extraé the balls, and feeing nobody near him; becomes quite 
furious, and runs about amongft the bufhes, until by fatigue and lofs of blood he has 
exhaufted himfelf, and affords the hunters an opportunity of firing a fecond time at 
him, by which he is generally brought to the ground. 

The fkin is now taken off, and extended on the ground with pegs, to dry; and 
fuch parts of the flefh as are moft efteemed, are cut up into thin flices, and dried in the 
fun, to ferve for provifions on fome future occafion. The teeth are ftruck out with a 
light hatchet, which the hunters always carry along with them; not only for that 
purpofe, but alfo'to enable them to cut down {uch trees as contain honey ; for though 
they carry with them only five or fix days’ provifions, they will remain in the woods 
for months, if they are fuccefsful; and fupport themfelves upon the fleth of fuch 
elephants as they kill, and wild honey. 

The ivory thus colleéted, is feldom brought down to the coaft by the hunters 
themfelves. ‘They difpofe of it to the itinerant merchants, who come annually from 
the coaft with arms and ammunition, to purchafe this valuable commodity. Some 
of thefe merchants will colle& ivory in the courfe of one feafon, fufficient to load 
four or five affes. A great quantity of ivory is likewife brought from the interior, 
by the flave coffles ; there are, however, fome Slatees, of the Mahomedan perfuafion, 
who, from motives of religion, will not deal in ivory, nor eat of the ftefh of the 
elephant, unlefs it has been killed with a fpear. 

The quantity of ivory colleéted in this part of Africa, is not fo great, nor are the 
teeth in general, fo large as in the countries nearer the Line: few of them weigh 
more than eighty, or one hundred pounds; and upon an average, a bar of European 
merchandize may be reckoned as the price of a pound of ivory. 

T have now, I truft, in this and the preceding chapters, explained with fufficient 
-minutenefs, the nature and extent of the commercial connection which at prefent 
prevails, and has long fubfifted, between the Negro natives of thofe parts of 
Africa which I vifited, and the nations of Europe; and it appears that flaves, gold, 
and ivory, together with a few other articles, viz. bees-wax #id honey, hides, gums, 
and dye-woods, conftitute the whole catalogue of exportable commodities, Other 
productions, however, have been incidentally noticed as the growth of Africa; 
fuch as grain of different kinds, tobacco, indigo, cotton-wool, and perhaps a few 
others; but all of thefe (which can only be obtained by cultivation and labour) the 
natives raife fufficient only for their own immediate expenditure; nor, urider the 
prefent fyftem of their laws, manners, trade, and government, can any thing 
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farther be expected from them. -It cannot, however, admit of a doubt, - that all che 
rich and valuable productions, beth. of the Eaft and Weft Indies, might eafily be natu- 
ralized, and brought to the utmoft perfeétion, in the tropical parts of this immenfe 
continent. Nothipg is wanting to this end but example, to enlighten the minds of the 
natives, and inftruétion to enable them to dire& their induftry to proper objects. It 
was not poflible for rhe to behold the wonderful fertility of the foil, the vaft herds of 
cattle, proper both for labour and food, and a variety of other circumftances favour- 
able to colonization and agriculture, and reflect, withal, on the means which prefented 
themfelves of a vaft inland navigation, without lamenting that a country, fo abundantly 
gifted and favoured by nature, fhould remain in its prefent favage and neglected 
ftate. Much more did I lament, that a people of manners and difpofition fo ‘gentle 
and benevolent, fhould either be left as they now are, immerfed in the grofs and un- 
comfortable blindnefs of pagan fuperftition, or permitted to become converts to a-fyf- 
tem of bigotry and fanaticifm; which, without enlightening the mind, often debafes 
the heart. On;this fubje&.many obfervations might be made; but the reader 
will probably think that I have already digreffed too largely ; and Inow, therefore, re- 
turn to my fituation at. Kamalia. ; 


GHAP. X.— Tranfactions at Kamalia refumed.— Arabic MSS. in Ufe among: the 
Mabhomedan Negroes. — Reflections concerning the Converfion and Education .-of 
the Negro Children. — Return of the Author’s Benefactor, Karra.— Further Ae+ 

. count of the Purchafe and Treatment of Slaves. — Faft of Rhamadan, how obferved 
by the Negroes. — Author’s Anxiety for the Day of Departure. — The Caravan feis 
out. — Account of it on its Departure, and Proceedings on the Road until its Arrival 

« at Kinytakooro, 


THE {choolmafter, to. whofe care I was entrufted during the abfence of Karfa, was 
a man of a mild -difpofition, and gentle manners; his name was Fankooma; and 
although he himfelf adhered ftri€tly to the religion of Mahomet, he was by no means" 
intolerant in his principles towards others who differed from him. He fpent much of 
his time in reading ; and teaching appeared to be his pleafure, as well as employ- 
ment. His {chool confifted of feventeen boys, moft of whom were fons of Kafirs ; 
and two girls, one of whom was Karfa’s own daughter. The girls received 
their inftru€tions in the day-time, but the boys always had their leffons by the 
light of a large fire before daybreak, and again late in the evening; for being 
confidered, during their fcholarfhip, as the domeftic flaves of the majfter, they were 
employed in planting corn, bringing fire-wood, and in other fervile offices through 
the day. - : 

Exclafive of the Koran, and a book or two of commentaries thereon, the fchool- ” 
matter poffeffed a variety of manufcripts,-which had partly been purchafed from the 
trading Moors, and paxgly borrowed from bufhreens in the neighbourhood, and copied , 
with great care. OtheMmanu{cripts had been produced to me at different places in the 
courfe of my journey; and on recounting thole I had before feen, and thofe which 
were now fhewn. to me, and interrogating the {choolmafter on the fubjeét;-I dif- 
covered that the negroes are in pofleffion (among others) of an Arabic verfion of 
the Pentateuch. of Mofes, which they caH Taureta la Moofa. This is fo highly 
efteemed that it is often fold for the value of one.prime flave. ‘They have likewife a 
verfion of the Pfalms of David (Zabore Dawidi); and, laftly, the book of Hfaiah, 
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which they call Lingeeli la Ifa, and it is in very high-efteem. I fufpett, indeed, that 
in all thefe copies, there are interpolations of fome of the peculiar tenets of Mahdmet, 
for I could diftinguifh in many paflages the name of the prophet. ' It is poffible, how- 
ever, that this circumftance might otherwife have been accounted for, ifmy knowledge 
of the Arabic had been more extenfive. By means of thofe books, many of the con- 
verted Negroes have acquired an acquaintance with fome of the remarkable events 
recorded in the Old Teftament. The account of our firft parents; the death of Abel ; 
the deluge ; the lives of Abraham, Ifaac, and Jacob ; the ftory of Jofeph and his bre- 
thren ; the hiftory of Mofes, David, Solomon, &c. All thefe have been related to 
me in the Mandingo language, with tolerable exaétnefs, by different people ; and my 
furprife was not greater on hearing thefe accounts from the lips of the Negroes, than 
theirs, on finding that I was already acquainted with them ; for although the Negroes 
in general have a very great idea of the wealth and. power of the Europeans, I am afraid 
that the Mahomedan converts among them think but very lightly of our fuperior attain- 
ments in religious knowledge. The white traders in the maritime diftri€ts take no pains 
to countera&t this unhappy prejudice; always performing their own devotions in 
fecret, and feldom condefcending to converfe with the Negroes in a friendly and 
inftruétive manner. To me, therefore, it was not fo much the fubjeét of wonder 
as matter of regret, to obferve, that while the fuperftition of Mahomet has, in this 
manner, {cattered a few faint beams of learning among thefe poor people, the pre- — 
cious light of Chriftianity is altogether excluded. I could not but lament, that 
aithougl the coaft of Africa has now been known and frequented by the Europeans 
for more than two hundred years, yet the Negroes ftill remain entire ftrangers to the 
doétrines of our holy religion. We are anxious to draw from obfcurity the opinions 
and records of antiquity, the beauties of Arabian and Afiatic literature, &c. 5 but 
while our libraries are thus ftored with the learning of various countries, we diftribute 
with a parfimonious hand the bleffings of religious truth to the benighted nations of 
the earth. The natives of Afia derive but little advantage in this refpect from an in- 
tercourfe with us; and even the poor Africans, whom we affe&t to confider as barba- 
rians, look. upon us, I fear, as little better than a race of formidable but ignorant 
heathens. When I produced Richardfon’s Arabic grammar to fome flatees on: the 
Gambia, they were aftonifhed to think that any European fhould underftand and write 
the facred language of their religion. At firft they fufpeéted that it might have 
been written by fome of the flaves carried from the coaft; but on a clofer examina- 
tion, they were fatisfied that no bufhreen could write fuch beautiful Arabic; and one 
of them offered to give me an afs, and fixteen bars of goods, if I vould part with the 
book. Perhaps, a fhort and eafy introduétion to Chriftianity, fuch as is found 
in fome of the catechifms for children, elegantly printed in Arabic, and diftributed 
on different parts of the coaft, might have a wonderful effet. The expence would 


“be but trifling ; curiofity would induce many to read it; and the evident fuperiority 


which it would poffefs over their prefent manufcripts, both in point of elegance and 
cheapnefs, might at laft obtain it a place among the {chool-bogks of Africa. _ 

The refleCtions which I have thus-ventured to fubmit to myfeaders on this important 
fubjeét, naturally fuggefted themfelves to my mind on perceiving the encouragement 
which was thus given to learning (fuch as it is) in many parts of Africa. I have 
obferved, that the pupils at Kamalia were moft of them the children of Pagans; 
their parents, therefore, could have had no predileftion. for the dodtrines- of Ma- 
homet. Their aim was their children’s improvement; and if a more enlightened 
fyftem’ had prefented itfelf, it would probably have been preferred. The children, 
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too, wanted not a fpirit of emulation’; which it is the aim of the tutor to encqu- 
rage.‘ When any one of them has read through the Koran, and performed a cer- 
tain number of public prayers, a feaft is prepared by the fchoolmafter, and the 
fcholar undergoes an examimation, or (in European terms) takes out his degree. 1 
attended at three different inaugurations of this fort, and heard with pleafure, the 
diftin@ and intelligent anfwers which the {cholars frequently gave to the buthreens, 
who affembled on. thofe occafions, and a€ted as examiners. When the bufhreens 
had fatisfied themfelves refpeéting the learning and abilities of the fcholar, the laft 
page of the Koran was put into his hand, and he was defired to read it aloud : after 
the boy had finifhed this leffon, he preffed the paper againft his forehead, and pro- 
nounced the word Amen ; upon which all the bufhreens rofe, and fhaking him cor- 
dially by the hand, beftowed upon him the title of bufhreen. 

‘When a fcholar has undergone this examination, his parents are informed that he 
has completed his education, and that it is incumbent on them to redeem their fon, 
by giving to the fchoolmafter a flave, or the price of a flave in exchange; which is 
always done, if the parents can afford te doit; if not, the boy remains the domeftic 
flave of the fchoolmafter until he can, by his own induftry, colleét goods fufficient to 
ranfom himfelf. 

About a week after the departure of Karfa, three Moors arrived at Kamalia with 
a confiderable quantity of falt, and other merchandize, which they had obtained 
on credit, from a merchant of Fezzan, who had lately arrived at Kancaba. Their 
engagement was to pay him his price when the goods were fold, which they expected 
would be in the courfe of a month. Being rigid bufhreens, they were accommo- 
dated with two of Karfa’s huts, and fold their goods to very great advantage. 

On the 24th of January, Karfa returned to Kamalia with a number of people, and 
thirteen prime flaves, which he had purchafed. He likewife brought with hima 
young girl whom he had married at Kancaba, as his fourth wife, and had given her 

arents three prime flaves for her. She was kindly received at the door of the baloon 

y Karfa’s other wives, who conducted their new acquaintance and co-partner into 
one of the beft huts, which they had caufed to be {wept and white-wafhed, on pur-» 
pofe to receive her.* 

My clothes were by this time become fo very ragged, that I was almoft afhamed to 
appear out of doors; but Karfa, on the day after his arrival, generoufly prefented 
me with fuch a garment and trowfers, as are commonly worn in the country. 

The flaves which Karfa had brought with him were all of them prifoners of war ; 
they had been taken by the Bambarran army in the kingdoms of Waffela and Kaarta, 
and carried to Sego, where fome of them had remained three years in irons. From 
Sego they were fent, in company with a number of other captives, up the Niger in 
two large canoes, and offered for fale at Yamina, Bammakoo, and Kancaba; at 
which places the greater number of the captives were bartered for gold-duft, and- 
the remainder fent forward to Kankaree. 

Eleven of them confgffed to me that they had been flaves from their infancy; but 
the other two refufed f give any account of their former condition. They were all 
very inquifitive; but they viewed me at firft with looks of horror, and repeatedly 
afked if my countrymen. were cannibals, They were very defirous to know what 


_® The Negroes white-wath their huts with a siisture of bone-afhes and water, to which is commonly 
added a little gum. 5 
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Became of the flaves after they had croffed the falt-water. - I told them, that they were 
employed in cultivating the land ; but they would not believe me ; and one of: them, 
putting his hand upon the ground, faid with great fimplicity, “* Have you really got 
« fuch ground as this to fet your feet upon?” A deeply-rooted idea that the whites 
purchafe Negroes for the purpofe of devouring them, or of felling them to others, 
that they may be devoured hereafter, naturally makes the flaves contemplate a journey 
towards the coat with great terror; inforuch that the flatees are forced to keep them 
conitantly in irons, and watch them very clofely to prevent their efcape. They are 
commonly fecured, by putting the right leg of one, and the left of another, into the 
fame pair of fetters. By fupporting the fetters with a ftring, they can walk, though 
very flowly. Every four flaves are likewife faftened together by the necks, with a 
{trong rope of twifted thongs; and in the night an additional pair of fetters is put on 
their hands, and fometimes a light iron chain paffed round their necks. 

Such of them as evince marks of difcontent are fecured in a different manner. A 
thick billet of wood is cut about three feet long, and a {mooth notch~being made upon 
one fide of it, the ankle of the flave is bolted to the fmooth part by means of a ftrong 
iron ftaple, one prong of which paffes on each fide of the ankle, All thefe fetters 
and bolts ate made from native iron; in the prefent cafe they were put on by the 
blackfmith as foon as the flaves arrived from Kancaba, and were not taken off until 
the morning on which the coffle departed for ‘Gambia. 

In other refpeéts, the treatment of the flaves during ‘their ftay at Kamalia, was 
far from being harth or cruel. They were led out in their fetters every morning, to 
the fhade of the tamarind tree, where they were encouraged to play at games of hazard, 
and fing diverting fongs, to keep up their fpirits ; for though fome of them fuftained 
the hardthips of their fituation with amazing fortitude, the greater part were very 
much dejected, and would fit all day ina fort of fullen melancholy, with their eyes 
fixed upon the ground. In the evening, their irons were examined, and their hand- 
fetters put on; after which they were conducted into two large huts, where they 
were guarded during the night by Karfa’s domettic flaves. But notwithftanding alk 
this, about a week after their arrival, one of the flaves had the addrefs to procure 3 
fmall knife, with which he opened the rings of his fetters, cut the rope, and made 
his efcape: more of them would probably have got off, had they affifted each other 5 
but the flave no fooner found himfelf at liberty, than he refufed to ftop and affift in 
breaking the chain which was faftened round the necks of his companions. : 

As all the flatees and flaves belonging to the coffle were now aflembled, either at 
Kamala, or fome of the neighbouring villages, it might havé been expeGted that we 
fhould have fet out immediately for Gambia; but though the day of our departure 
was frequently fixed, it was always found expedient to change it Some of the people 
had not prepared their dry provifions; others had gone to vifit their relations, or collect 
fome trifling debts; and, laft of all, it was neceffary to confult whether the day 
would be a lucky one. On account of one of thefe, or other fuch caufes, our 
departure. was put off, day after day, until the month of February was far advanced; 
after which all the flatees agreed to remain in their prefent quarters, until the fa/- 
- moon was over. And here I may remark, that lofs of time is an object of no great 
importance in the eyes of a Negro. If he has any thing of confequence to perform, 
it is a matter of indifference to him whether he does it to-day or to-morrow, or a 
month or two hence: {o long as he can {pend the prefent moment with any degree of 
comfort, he gives himfelf very little concern about the future. 
& 7% ae rd The 
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The faft;of Rhamadan was obferved with great ftriénefs, by all the bufhreens; but, 
inftead ‘of compelling me to follow: their example, as the Moors did oh a fimilar 
occafion, Karfa frankly told me-that I was at liberty to purfue my own inclination. 
In order, however, to manifeft a refpeGt for their religious opinions, [ voluntarily 
fafted three days, which was thought fufficient to fereen me from the reproachful 
epithet of kafir. During the faft, all the flatees belonging to the coffle affembled 
every morning in Karfa’s houfe, where the fchoolmafter read to them fome religious 
leffons, from a large folio volume, the author of which was an Arab, of the name of 
Sheiffa. Inthe evening, fuch of the women as had embraced Mahomedanifm affembled, 
and faid their prayers publicly at the Mifura. They were all dreffed in white, and 
went through the different proftrations, prefcribed by their religion, with becoming 
folemanity. Indeed, during the whole fat of Rhamadan, the Negroes behaved 
themfelves with the greateft meeknefs and humility ; forming a (triking contraft to 
the favage intolerance and brutal bigotry, which at this period charatterife the Moorse 

When the firf: month was almoft at an end, the Bufhreens affembled at the 
Mifura, to watch for. the appearance of the new moon ; but the evening being rather 
cloudy, they were for fome time difappointed, and a number of them had gone 
home with a refolution to faft another day, when on a fudden this delightful obje& 
fhowed her fharp horns from behind a cloud, and was welcomed with the clapping 
of hands, beating of drums, firing mufkets, and other marks of rejoicing, As this 
moon is reckoned extremely lucky, Karfa gave orders that all the people belonging | 
to the coffle fhould immediately pack up their dry provifions, and hold themfelyes in" 
readinefs; and on the 16th of April, the Slatees held a confultation, and fixed on the 
19th of the fame month, as the day on which the coffe thould depart from Kamalia, 
‘This refolution freed me from much uneafinefs; for our departure had already been 
fo long deferred, that I was apprehenfive it might ftill bé-put off until the commence- 
ment of the rainy feafon; and although Karfa behaved towards me with the greateft 
kindnefs, I found my fituation very unpleafant. The flatees were. unfriendly to 
me; and the trading Moors, who were at this time at Kamalia, continued to plot 
mifchief again{t mae, from the firft day of their arrival. Under thefe circumftances, 
T reflected, that my life in a great meafure depended on the good opinion of an 
individual, who was daily hearing malicious ftories concerning the Europeans; and 
I could hardly expect that he would always judge with impartiality between me and 
his countrymen. Time had, indeed, reconciled me, in fome degree, to their mode 
of life; and a fmoky hut, or a fcanty fupper, gave me no great uneafinefs; but I 
became at laft wearied- out with a conftant ftate of alarm and anxiety, and felt a 
painful longing for the manifold bleffings of civilized fociety. 

On the morning of the 17th, a circumftance occurred, which wrought a confider- 
able change in my favour. The three trading Moors who had lodged under Karfa’s 
protection, ever fince their arrival at Kamalia, and had gained the efteem of 
all the buthreens, by an appearance of great fan@ity, fuddenly packed up their 
effects, and, without once thanking Karfa for his kindnefs tawards them, marched 
over thevhills to Bala. Every one was aftonifhed at this unexpected removal ; but 
.the affair was cleared up in the evening, by the arrival of the Fezzan merchant from . 
Kancaba (mentioned in p. 894.3; who aflured Karfa, that thefe Moors had bor- 
rowed all their falt and goods from him, and had fent for him: to come to Kamalia, 
-and rective payment. When he was told that they had fled to the weftward, he 

~ wiped a tear from each eye with the, fleeve of his cloak, and exclaimed, “ Thefe /hir- 
-*yukas (robbers) are Mahomedans, but-they are not men ; they have robbed me of 
two 
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“two hundred minKallies.” ‘Frofn this merchant, I received information of the capture 
of our Mediterranean convoy by the French, in Oftober 1795. 8 : aes 
' April roth. The long wifhed-for day of our departure was ‘at length ‘arrived’: 
and the flatees, having taken the irons from their flaves, aflembled with them at the 
door of Karfa’s houfe, where ‘the bundles were all tied up, and every one had his 
load affigned him. The coffle, on its departure from Kamalia, confifted of twenty- 
deven flaves for fale, the property of Karfa and four other flatees; but we were afte: 
wards joined by five at Maraboo, and three at Bala; making in all thirty-five’ flaves. 
The free men were fourteen’ in number, but moft of them had one or two wives 
and fome domeftic flaves, and the {choolmafter, who was now upon his return for 
Woradoo, the place of his nativity, took with him eight,of his fcholars, fo that the 
number of free people and domeftic flaves amounted to thirty-eight, and the whole 
Amount of the coffle was feventy-three. Among the freemen were fix Jilli keas 
(finging men), whofe mutfical talents were frequently exerted, either to divert our fa- 
tigue, or obtain us a welcome from ftrangers. When we departed from Kamalia, Wwe 
were followed for about half a mile by moft of the inhabitants of the town, fome of 
them crying, and others fhaking hands with their relations, who were now about to leave 
them ; and when we had gained a piece of rifing ground, from which we. hada view 
of Kamalia, all the people belonging to the coffle were ordered to fit down in one place, 
with their faces towards the weft, and the towns-people were defired to fit down in ancther 
place, with their faces towards Kamalia. Ih this fituation, the fchoolmatter, with two iof. 
the principal flatees, having taken their places between the two parties, pronounced a long’ 
and folemmn prayer ; after which, they walked three times round the coffle, making-an im= 
preffion in the ground with the ends of their {pears, and muttering fomething by way 
of charm. ‘When this ceremony was ended, all the people belonging to the coffle 
fprang up, and without taking a formal farewell of their friends, fet forwards. “As . 
many of the flaves had remained for years in irons, the fudden exertion of walk- 
ing quick, with heavy loads upon their heads, occafioned fpafmodic contractions 
of their legs, and we had not proceeded above a mile, before it was found neceffary 
to take two of them from the rope, and allow them to walk more flowly until we 
reached Maraboo, a walled village, where fome people were waiting to join the coffle. 
Here we ftopt about two hours, to allow the ftrangers time to pack up their pro- 
vifions, and then continued our rout to Bala, which town we redched- about four in 
the afternoon. The inhabitants of Bala, at this feafon of the year, fubfift chiefly on 
fith, which they take in great plenty from the ftreams in the neighbourhood... We re- 
mained here until the afternoon of the next day, the 20th, when we proceeded to Wo- 
rumbang, the frontier village of Manding, towards Jallonkadoo. As we propofed 
fhortly to enter the JaHonka Wildernefs, the people of this village furnifhed us with 

_ great plenty of provifions ; and on the morning of the 21ft we entered the woods 
to the weftward of Worumbang. After having travelled fome little way, a confulta- 
tion was held, whether we fhould continue our route through the Wildernefs, or 
fave one day’s provifions by going to Kinytakooro, a town in Jallonkadoo After de- 

_bating the mafter for fome time, it was agreed that we fhould take the road for 
Kinytakooro; but as that town was a long day’s journey diftant, it was neceflary to 
take fome refrefhment. Accordingly every perfon opened his provifion-bag, and 
brought a handful or two of meal, to the place where Karfa and the flatees were fit- 
ting. When every one had brought his quota, and the whole was properly arranged 
in {mall gourd fhells, the {choolmatter offered uf a fhort prayer ; the fubftance of which 


was, that God and the holy Prophet might preferve us from robbers and all bad people, 
, : that 
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that our provifions might never fail us, nor our limbs become fatigued. This ceremony 
being ended, every one partook of the meal, and drank a little water ; after which we 
fet forward (rather running than walking), until we came to the river Kokoro, a 
branch of the Senegal, where we halted about ten minutes. The banks of this river 
are very high, and from the grafs and brufhwood which had been left by the ftream, - 
it was evident that at this place the water had rifen more than twenty feet perpendicu- 
lar, during the rainy feafon. At this time it was only a {mall ftream fuch as would 
turn a mill, fwarming with fifth; and on account of the number of crocodiles, and the 
danger of being carried paft the ford by the force of the ftrcam in the rainy fea- 
fon, it is called Kokoro (dangerous). From this place we continued to travel with the 
greateft expedition, and in the afternoon croffed two fmall branches of the Kokoro. 
About funfet we came in fight of Kinytakooro, a confiderable town, nearly {quare, 
fituated in the middle of a large and well cultivated plain: before we entered the 
town, we halted, until the people who had fallen behind, came up. During this day’s 
travel, two flaves, a woman and a girl belonging to a flatee of Bala, were fo much 
fatigued that they could not keep up with the coffle; they were feverely whipped, and 
dragged along until about three o’clock in the afternoon, when they were both affected 
with vomiting, by which it was difcovered that they had eaten clay, This practice is 
by no means uncommon amongit the Negroes; but whether it arifes from a vitiated 
appetite, or from a fettled intention to deftroy themfelves, f cannot affirm. They were 
rmitted to lie down in the woods, and three people remained with them until they | 
ad refted themfelves ; but they did not arrive at the town until paft midnight; and 
were then {6 much exhaufted, that the flatee gave up all thoughts of taking them acrofs 
the woods in their prefent condition, and determined to return with them to Bala, and 
_ wait for another opportunity. 

As this was the firft town beyond the limits of Manding, greater etiquette than 
ufual was obferved. Every perfon was ordered to keep in his proper ftation, and 
we marched towards the town, ina fort of proceffion, nearly as follows :—In front, five 
or fix finging men, all of them belonging to the coffle; thefe were followed by the 
other free people; then came the flaves faftened in the ufual way by a rope round 
their necks, four of them to a rope, and a man with a fpear between each four; after 
them came the domeftic flaves, and in the rear the women of free condition, wives of 
the flatees, &c. In this manner we proceeded until we came within a hundred 
yards of the gate, when the finging men began a loud fong, well calculated to flatter 
the vanity of the-inhabitants, by extolling their known hofpitality to ftrangers, and 
their particular frieadfhip for the Mandingoes. When we entered the town, we pro- 
ceeded to the bentang, where the people gathered round us to hear our dentegi (hif- 
tory ); this was related publicly by two of the finging men ; they enunjierated every 
little circumftance which had happened to the coffle; beginning with the events of 
the prefent day, and relating every thing, in a backward feries, until they reached Ka- 
malia. When this hiftory was ended, the mafter of the town gave them a {mall pre- 
fent ; ard all the people of the coffle, both free and enflaved, were invited by fome per- 
fon or other, and accommodated with lodging and provifions for the night. 
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CHAP. XI.—= The Coffle croffes the Jallonka lll aww lead Fate of one of 
the female Slaves ; —arrives at Soofeeta; proceeds to Manna.— Some Account 
of the Jallonkas. — Croffes the main Stream of the Senegal. — Bridge of a fingular 
Conftruction. — Arrives at Malacotta. — Remarkable Conduct of the King of the 


Jalofs. 


WE continued at Kinytakooro until noon of the 22d of April, when we removed to a 
village about feven miles to the weftward ; the inhabitants of which being apprehen- 
five of hoftilitics from the foulahs of Fooladoo, were at this time employed in con- 
ftruéting fmall temporary huts among the rocks, on the fide of a high hill clofe to the 
village. The fituation was almoft impregnable, being every where furrounded with 
high precipices, except on the eaftern fide, where the natives had left a pathway 
fufficient to allow one perfon at a time to afcend. Upon the brow of-the hill, imme- 
diately over this path, I obferved feveral heaps of large loofe ftones, which the people 
told me were intended to be thrown down upon the foulahs, if they fhould attempt 
the hill. 

. At day-break, on the 23d, we departed from this village, and entered the Jallonka 

wildernefs. We pafied, in the courfe of the morning, the ruins of two fmall towns, 
which had lately been burnt by the foulahs. The fire muft have been very intenfe ; 
for I obferved that the walls of many of the huts were flightly vitrified, and appeared 
at a diftance as if covered with a red varnifh. About ten o’clock we came to the 
river Wonda, which is fomewhat larger than the river Kokoro; but the ftream was 
at ‘this time rather muddy, which Karfa affured me was occafioned by amazing 
fhoals of fifh. They were indeed feen in all direCtions, and in fuch abundance, that 
I fancied the water itfelf tafted and {melt fifhy. As foon as we had croffed the river, 
Karfa gave orders that all the people of the coffle fhould in future keep clofe together, 
and travel in their proper ftation; the guides and young men were accordingly 
placed in the van, the women and flaves in the centre, and the freemen in the rear. 
In this order, we travelled with uncommon expedition through a woody, but beautiful 
country, interfperfed with a pleafing variety of hill and dale, and abounding with par- 
tridges, guinea-fowls, and deer, until funfet ; when we arrived at a moft romantic 
ftream called Co-meiffang. My armsand neck having been expofed to the fun during 
the whole day, and irritated by the rubbing of my drefs in walking, were now very 
much inflamed and covered with blifters; and I was happy to- embrace the oppor- 
tunity, while the coffle refted on the bank of this river, to bathe myfelf in the ftream. 
This practice, together with the cool of the evening, much diminithed the inflamma- 
tion. About three miles to the weftward of the Co-meiffang we halted in a thick 
wood, and kindled our fires for the night. We were all by this time very much 
fatigued ; having, as I judged, travelled this day thirty miles; but ‘no perfon was heard 
to complain. Whilft fupper was preparing, Karfa made one of the flaves break fome 
branches from the trees ior my bed. When we had finifhed our fupper of koufkous, 
moiftened with fome boiling water, and put the flaves in irons, we all lay down to 
fleep ; but we were frequently difturbed in the night by the howling of wild beafts ; 
and we found the {mall brown ants very troublefome. 

April 24th. Before day-break the bufhreens faid their morning prayers, anu moft 
of the free people drank a little moening (a fort of gruel), part of which was likewife 
given to fuch of the flaves as appeared leaft able to fuftain the fatigues of the day. 
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One of Karfa’s female flaves was very fulky, and when fome gruel was offered to her, 
fhe refufed to drink it. As foon as day dawned we fet out, and travelled the whdle 
morning over a wild and rocky country, by which my feet were very much bruifed ; 
and I was fedly apprchenfive that I fhould not be able to keep up with the coffle during 
the day ; but I was in a great meafure relieved from this anxiety, when I obferved 
that others were more exhaufted than myfelf. In particular the woman flave, who 
had refufed victuals in the morning, began now to lag behind, and complain dreadfully 
of pains in her legs. Her load was taken from her, and given to another flave, and 
fhe was ordered to keep in the front of the coffle. About eleven o’clock, as we were 
refting by a {mall rivulet, fome of the people difcovered a hive of bees in a hollow tree, 
and they were proceeding to obtain the honey, when the largeft fwarm I ever beheld, 
flew out, and attacking the people of the coffle, made us fly in all directions. I 
took the alarm firft, and I believe was the only perfon who efcaped with impunity. 
When our enemies thought fit to defift from purfuing us, and every perfon was 
employed in picking out the ftings he had received, it was difcovered that the poor 
woman abovementioned, whofe name was Nealee, was not come up ; and as many of 
the flaves in their retreat had left their bundles behind them, it became neceflary 
for fome perfons to return, and bring them. In order to do this with fafety, fire was 
fet to the grafs, a confiderable way to the eaftward of the hive, and the wind driving 
the fire furioufly along, the party pufhed through the fmoke, and recovered the 
bundles. ‘They likewife brought with them poor Nealee, whom they found lying by 
the rivulet. She was very much exhaufted, and had crept to the ftream in hopes to 
defend herfelf from the bees by throwing water over her body, but this proved 
ineffe€tual ; for the was {tung in the moft dreadful manner. 

When the flatees had picked out the ftings as far as they could, fhe was wafhed 

with water, and then rubbed with bruifed leaves; but the wretched woman obfti- 
nately refufed to proceed any farther ; declaring that fhe would rather die than walk 
another ftep. . As entreaties and threats were ufed in vain, the whip was at length 
applied: and after bearing patiently a few ftrokes, the ftarted up, and walked with 
tolerable expedition for four or five hours longer, when fhe made an attempt to run 
away from the coffle, but was fo very weak, that fhe fell down in the grafs.. Though 
fhe was unable to rife, the whip was a fecond time applied, but without effect ; upon 
which Karfa defired two of the flatees to place her upon the afs which carried our 
dry provifions ; but fhe could not fit erect; and the afs being very refraCtory, it was 
found impoffible to carry her forward in that manner. The flatees however were 
unwilling to abandon her, the day’s journey being nearly ended ; they therefore made 
a fort of litter of bamboo canes, upon which fhe was placed, and tied on it with flips of 
bark : this litter was carried upon the heads of two flaves, one walking before the other, 
and they were followed by two others, who relieved them occafionally. In this manner 
the woman was carried forward until it was dark, when we reached a ftream of water, 
at the foot of a high hill called Gankaran-Kooro ; and here we ftopt for the night, 
and fet about preparing our fupper. As we had eat only one handful of meal fince 
the preceding night, and travelled all day in a hot fun, many of the flaves, who had 
loads upon their heads, were very much fatigued: and fome of them fnapt their 
fingers, which among the Negroes is a fure fign of defperation. The flatees imme- 
diately put them all in irons ; and fuch of them as had evinced figns of great defpon- 
dency; were kept apart from the reft, and had their hands tied. In the morning they 
were found greatly recovered. 
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-April 25th. At day-break poor Nealee was awakened ; but her limbs were now 
become fo ffiff and painful, that fhe could neither walk nor ftand ; fhe was therefore 
lifted, like a corpfe, upon the back of the als; and the flatees endeavoured to fecure 
her in that fituation, by faftening her hands together under the afs’s neck and her feet 
under the belly, with long flips of bark ; but the afs was fo very unruly that no fort of 
treatment could induce him to proceed with his load ; and as Nealee made no exertion 
to prevent herfelf from falling, fhe was quickly thrown off, and had one of her legs 
much bruifed. Every attempt to carry her forward being thus found ineffe€tual, the 
general cry of the coffle was, Aang-tegi, kang-tegi, “ cut her throat, cut her throat ;” 
an operation I did not wifh to fee performed, and therefore marched onwards with 
the foremotft of the coffe. I had not walked abovea mile when one of Karfa’s domeftie 
flaves camé up to me, with poor Nealee’s garment upon the end of his bow, and ex~ 
claimed Neale affeelecta (Nealee is loft). I afked him whether the flatees had given 
him the garment as a reward for cutting her throat; he replied, that Karfa and 
the fchoolmafter ‘would not confent to that meafure, but had left her on the 
road, where undoubtedly fhe foon perifhed, and was probably devoured by wild 
beafts. 

The fad fate of this wretched woman, notwith{tanding the outcry before men- 
tioned, made a ftrong impreffion on the minds of the whole coffle, and ‘the {chool- 
mafter fafted the whole of the enfuing day, in confequence of it. We proceeded in 
deep filence, and foon afterward croffed the river Furkoomah, which was about as 
large as the river Wonda. We now travelled with great expedition, every one being 
apprehenfive he might otherwife meet with the fate of poor Nealee. It .was how- 
ever with great difficulty that I could keep up, although I threw away my fpear, and 
every thing that could in the leaft obftru& me. About noon we faw a large herd of 
elephants, but they fuffered us to pafs unmolefted, and in the evening we halted near a 
thicket of bamboo, but found no water; fo that we were forced to proceed four miles 
farther, to a {mall ftream, where we ftopt for the night. We had marched this day, as 
I judged, about twenty-fix miles. 

April 26th. This morning two of the fchoolmafter’s pupils complained much of 
pains in their legs, and one of the flaves walked lame, the foles of his feet being very 
much bliftered and inflamed ; we proceeded, notwith{tanding, and about eleven o’clock 
began to afcend a rocky hill called Boki-Kooro, and it was paft two in the afternoon 
before we reached the level ground on the other fide. This was the moft rocky road 
we had yet encountered, and it hurt our feet much. In a fhort time we arrived at a 
pretty large river called Boki, which we forded: it ran fmooth and clear, over a bed 
of whinftone. About a mile to the weftward of the river, we came to a road which 
leads to the north-eaft towards Gadou, and feeing the marks of many horfes’ feet upon 
the foft fand, the flatees conje€tured that a party of plunderers had lately rode that 

-way, to fall upon fome town of Gadou ; and left they fhould difcover, upon their 
return, that we had paffed, and attempt to purfue us by the marks of our feet, the coffle 
was ordered to difperfe, and travel ina loofe manner through the high grafs and buthes. 
A little before it was dark, having croffed the ridge of hills to the weftward of the 
river Boki, we came to a well called cullong qui (white fand well), and here we refted 
for the night. 

April 27th. We departed from the well early in the morning, and walked on, with 
the greateft alacrity, in hopes of reaching a town before night. The road, during the 
forenoon, led through extenfive thickets of dry bamboos. About two o’clock we came 
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to a ftream called Nunkolo, where we were each of us regaled with a handful of meal, 
which, according to a fuperftitious cuftom, was not to be eaten until it was firft moiftened 
with water from this ftream. About four o’clock we reached Soofeeta, a fmall 
Jallonka village, fituated in the diftri@ of Kullo, which comprehends all that traé of 
country lying along the banks of the Black river, or main branch of the Senegal. 
Thefe were the firft human habitations we had feen fince we left the village to the weft- 
ward of Kinytakooro; having travelled in the courfe of the laft five days upwards of 
one hundred miles. Here, after a great deal of entreaty, we were provided with 
huts to fleep in; but the mafter of the village plainly told us that he could not give 
us any provifions, as there had lately been a great fearcity in this’ part of the country. 
He aflured us, that before they had gathered in their prefent crops, the whole inhabitants 
of Kullo had been for twenty-nine days without tafting corn; during’ which time, they 
fupported themfelves entirely upon the yellow powder which is found in the pods of 
the nitta, fo called by the natives, a {pecies of mimofa; and upon the feeds of the 
bamboo cane, which when properly pounded and dreffed, tafte very much like rice. 
As our dry provifions were not yet exhaufted, a confiderable quantity of koufkous was 
dreffed for fupper, and many of the sie ie were invited to take part of the repait ; 
but they made a very bad return for this kindnefs ; for in the night they feized upon 
one of the fchoolmafter’s boys, who had fallen afleep under the Bentang tree, and 
carried him away. ‘The boy fortunately awoke before he was far from the village, and 
fetting up a loud fcream, the man who carried him, put his hand upon his mouth, and 
ran with him into the woods: but afterward underftanding that he belonged to the 
{choolmafter, whofe place of refidence is only three days journey diftant, he thought, 
I fuppofe, that he could not retain him asa flave without the fchoolmafter’s knowledge ; 
and therefore {tripped off the boy’s clothes and permitted him to return, 

April 28th. Early in the morning we departed from Soofeeta, and about ten o’clock 
came to an unwalled town called Manna; the inhabitants of which were employed in 
colleéting the fruit of the nitta trees, which are very numerous in this neighbourhood. 
The pods are long and narrow, and contain a few black feeds enveloped in the fine 
mealy powder before mentioned ; the meal itfelf is of a bright yellow colour refem- 
bling the flour of fulphur, and has a fweet mucilaginous tafte: when eaten by itfelf it 
is clammy, but when mixed with milk or water, it conftitutes a very pleafant and nou- 
rifhing article of diet. 

The language of the people of Manna is the fame that is fpoken of all over that ex- 
tenfive and hilly country called Jallonkadoo. Some of the words have a great affinity 
to the Mandingo, but the natives themfelves confider it as a diftin® language: their 
numerals are thefe, 


One —_ Kidding. , 
Two _— Fidding. 

Three —— Sarra. 

Four —_— Nani. 

Five _— Soolo. 

Six _— Seni. 

Seven —_— Scolo ma _fidding. 
Eight —— Soolo ma farra. 
Nine —_— Soolo ma nani. 
Ten ——  Nuf- 
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The Jallonkas, like the Mandingoes, are governed. by,a number of petty chiefs, who 


are, in a great meafure, independent of each other; they have no common fovereign 5 
and the chiefs are feldom upon fuch terms of friendhhip as to affift each other, even in 
wartime. The chief of Manna, with a number of his people, accompanied us to 
the banks of the Bafing, or Black River (a principal branch of the Senegal), which we 
croffed upon a bridge of bamboos, of a very fingular conftruétion. The river at this 
place is fmooth and deep, and has very little current. ‘Two tall trees, when tied ta- 
gether by the tops, are fufficiently long to reach from one fide to the other; the roots 
refting upon the rocks, and the tops floating in the water. When a few trees have 
been placed in this direction, they are covered with dry bamboos, fo as to form a float- 
ing bridge, with a floping gangway at each end, where the trees reft upon the rocks. 
This bridge is carried away every year by the {welling of the river in the rainy feafon, 
and is conftantly rebuilt by the inhabitants of Manna, who, on that account, expect a 
{mall tribute from every paflenger. ~ 

In the afternoon we pafled feveral villages, at none of which cquld we procure a 
lodging; and in the twilight we received informatioa that two hundred Jallonkas had 
aflembied near a town called Melo, with a view to plunder the coffle. This induced us 
to alter our courfe, and we travelled with great fecrecy until midnight, when we ap- 
proached a town called Koba. Before we entered the town, the names of all the 
-people belonging to the coffle were called over, and a freeman and three flaves were 
found to be mifling. Every perfon immediately concluded that the flaves had mur- 
dered the freeman, and made their efcape. It was therefore agreed that fix people 
fhould go back as far as the laft village, and endeavour to find his body, or collec& 
fome information concerning the flaves. In the mean time the coffle was ordered to 
lie concealed in a cotton field near a large nitta tree, and nobody to fpeak except 
in a whifper. 1t was towards morning before the fix men returned, having heard 
nothing of the man or the flaves. As none of us had tafted viduals for the laf twenty- 

-four hours, it was agreed that we fhould go into Koba, and endeavour to procure fome 
provifions. We accordingly entered the town before it was quite day, and Karfa pur- 
chafed- from the chief man, for three ftrings of beads, a confiderable quantity of ground 
nuts, which we roafted and eat for breakfaft; we were afterwards provided with huts, 
and reited here for the day. 

‘About eleven o'clock, to our great joy and furprife, the freeman and flaves,, who 
had parted from the coflle the preceding night, entered the town. One of the flaves, 
it feems, had hurt his foot, and the night being very dark, they foon loft fight of the 
coffle. The freeman, as foon as he found himfelf alone with the ilaves, was aware of 
his own danger, and infifted on putting them in irons. The flaves were at firit rather 
unwilling to fubmit, but when he threatened to {tab them one by one with his fpear, 
they made no further refiftance; and he remained with them among the bufhes until 
morning, when he let them out of irons, and came to the town in hopes of hearing 
which route the coffle had taken. ‘The information that we received concerning the 
Jallonkas, who intended to rob the coffle, was this day confirmed, and we were forced to 
vemain here until the afternoon of the 30th: when Karfa hired a number of-people to 
protect us, and we proceeded to a village called Tinkingtang. Departing from this 
village on the day following, we croffed a high ridge of mountains to the weft of the 
Black River, and travelled over a rough ftony country until funfet, when we arrived 
at Lingicotta, a fmall village in the diftri&t of Woradoo. Here we fhook cut the laft 
handful of meal from our dry provifion bags ; this being the fecond day (fince we 
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croffed the Black River) that we had travelled from morning until night without tafting 
one morfel of food. Paes ve ? 
" May 2d. We departed from Linigicotta; but the flaves being very much fatigued, 
we halted for the night at a village about nine miles to the weftward, and procured 
fome provifions through the intereft of the fchoolmafter, who now fent forward a 
meffenger to Malacotta, his mative town, to inform his friends of his arrival in the 
country, and to defire them to provide the neceffary quantity of vi@tuals to entertain 
the coffle for two or three days. a as 

“May 3d. We fet out for Malacotta, and about noon arrived at a village, near a con- 
fiderable ftream of water which flows to the weftward; here we determined to ftop 
for the return of the meffenger which had been fet to Malacotta the day before; and 
as the natives affured me that there were no crocodiles in this ftream, I went and bathed 
myfelf. Very few people here can fwim; for they came in numbers to diffuade me 
from venturing into a pool, where they faid the water would come over my head, 
About two o’cloci: the meffenger returned from Malacotta; and the {choolmatter’s 
elder brother being impatient to fee him, came along with the meflenger to meet him 
at this village. The interview between the two brothers, who had not feen each other 
for nine years, was very natural and affeéting. They fell upon each other’s neck, 
and it was fome time before either of them could fpeak. At length, when the 
fchoolmafter had a little recovered himfelf, he took his brother by the hand, and 
turning round, “ This is the man,” (faid he, pointing to Karfa) « who has been my 
“ father in Manding; I would have pointed him out fooner to you, but my heart was 
* too full.” 

We reached Malacotta in the evening, where we were well received. This is an 
unwalled town ; the huts for the moft part are made of fplit cane, twifted into a fort 
of wicker-work, and plaftered over with mud. Here we remained three days, and 
were each day prefented with a bullock from the fchoolmatter ; we were likewife well 
entertained by the townfpeople, who appear to be very ative and induftrious, They 
make very good foap, by boiling ground nuts in water and then adding a ley of 
wood afhes. They likewife manufacture excellent iron, which they carry to Bondou 
to barter for falt, A party of the townfpeople had lately returned from a trading 
expedition of this kind, and brought information concerning a war between Almami 
Abdulkader King of Foota Torra, and Damel King of the Jaloffs. The events of 
this war foon became a favourite fubjet with the finging men, and the common 
topic of converfation in all the kingdoms bordering upon the Senegal and Gambia ; 
and as the account is fomewhat fingular, I fhall here abridge it for the reader’s informa- 
tion. The King of Foota Torra, inflamed with a zeal for propagating his religion, had 
fent an embafly toDamel. The ambaffador,on the occafion, was accompanied by two of 
the principal bufhreens, who carried each a large knife, fixed on the top of.a long pole. 
As foon as he had procured admiffion into the prefence of Damel, and announced the 
pleafure of his fovereign, he ordered the bufhreens to prefent the emblems of his miffion. 
The two knives were accordingly laid before Damel, and the ambaflador explained him- 
felf as foltows: “ With this knife, (faid he) Abdulkader will condefcend to fhave the 
« head of Damel, if Damel will embrace the Mahomedan faith 3 and with this other 
“* knife, Abdulkader will cut the throat of Damel, if Damel refufes to embrace it: —~ 
** take your choice.”” Damel coolly told the ambaffador that he had no choice to make: 
he neither chofe to have his head fhaved, nor his throat cut; and with this anfwer the 
‘ambaffador was civilly difmiffed. Abdulkader took his meafures accordingly, and 
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with a powerful army ifivaded Damel’s country. . The inhabitants-of the towns.and 
villages filled up their wells, deftroyed their provifions, carried off their effects, and 
abandoned their dwellings, as he approached. By this means he, was led on from 
place to place, until he had advanced three days journey into the country of the 
Jaloffs. He had, indeed, met with no oppofition; but his army had. fuffered fo 
much from the fcarcity of water, that feveral of his men had died by the way. This 
induced him to dire&t his march towards a watering place in the woods, where his 
men, having quenched their thirlt, and being overcome with fatigue, lay down care- 
lefsly to fleep among the bufhes. In this fituation they were attacked by Damel before 
daybreak, and completely routed. Many of them were trampled to death as they. lay 
afleep, by the Jaloff horfes; others were killed in attempting to make their efcape 5 
and a {till greater number were taken prifoners. Among the latter, was Abdulkader 
himfelf. This ambitious or rather frantic prince, who, but a month before had fent 
the threatening meffage to Damel, was now himfelf led into his prefence, a mifcrable 
captive. The behaviour of Damel on this occafion is never mentioned by the finging 
men but in terms of the higheft approbation; and it was indeed fo extraordinary in 
an African prince, that the reader may find it difficult to give credit to the recital. 
When his royal prifoner was brought before him in irons, and thrown upon the 

round, the magnanimous Damel, inftead of fetting his foot upon his neck, and 
flabbing him with his fpear, according to cuftom in fuch cafes, addreffed him as fol- 
lows: ‘* Abdulkader, anfwer me this queftion. If the chance of war had placed me 
“ in your fituation, and you in mine, how would you have treated me?” “I would 
“* have thruft my {pear into your heart,” returned Abdulkader with great firmnefs 
“ and I know that a fimilar fate awaits me.”? ‘ Not fo,” faid Damel; “ my {pear is 
“* indeed red with the blood of your fubjeéts killed in battle, and I could now give it 
“ it a deeper ftain, by dipping it in your own; but this would not build up my towns, 
nor bring to life the thoufands who fell in the woods. I will not therefore kill you 
in cold blood, but I will retain you as my flave, until I perceive that your prefence 
in your own kingdom will be no longer dangerous to your neighbours; and then 
“ T will confider of the proper way of difpofing of you.” Abdulkader was accord- 
ingly retained, and worked as a flave for three months; at the end of which period 
Damel liftened to the folicitations of the inhabitants of Foota Torra, and reftored to 
them their king. Strange as this ftory may appear, I have no doubt of the truth of 
it: it was told me at Malacotta by the Negroes; it was afterwards related to me by 
the Europeans on the Gambia; by fome of the French at Goree; and confirmed 
by nine flaves who were taken prifoners along with Abdulkader, by the watering 
place in the woods, and carried in the fame fhip with me to the Weft Indies. 
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CHAP. XUl.— The Caravan proceeds to Konkadoo, and croffes the Falemé River ;— 
its Arrival at Baniferile, Kirwani, and Tambacunda.— Incidents on the Road. — A 
Matrimonial Cafe.— The Caravan proceeds through many Towns and Villages, and 
arrives at length on the Banks of the Gambia ; paffes through Medina, the Capital 
of Woelli ; and finally flops at Jindey.— The Author, accompanied by Karfa, pro» 
ceeds to Pifana.—Various Occurrences previous to his Departure Srom Africa. 


ON the 7th of May we departed from Malacotta, and having croffed -he Ba lee, 
** Honey river,’? a branch of the Senegal, we arrived in the evening at a walled towr, 
7 called 
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called Bintingala; where we refted two-days.- From thenc®, in one. day more, we 
proceeded to Dindikoo, a {mall town. fituated at’ the bottom of a high ridge of hills 
from which this diftrit is named Konkadoo, “ the country of mountains.” Thefe hills 
are very productive of gold. I was fhewn a {mall quantity of, this metal, which had 
been lately collected: the grains were about the ufual fize, but much flatter than thofe 
of Manding, and were found in white quartz, which had becn broken to pieces by ham- 
mers. At this town I met with a Negro, whofe hair and kin were of a dull white 
colour. He was of that fort which are called in the Spanifh Weft Indies A/binos, or 
White Negroes. The fkin is cadaverous and unfightly, and the natives confidered this 
complexion (I believe truly) as the effect of difeafe. 

May ith. At daybreak we departed from Dindikoo, and after a toilfome day’s 
travel, arrived in the evening at Satadoo, the capital of a diftri& of the fame name. 
This town was formerly of cofifiderable extent; but many families had left it in 
confequence of the predatory incurfions of the foulahs of Foota Jalla, who made 
it a practice to come fecretly through the woods, and carry off people from the corn 
fields, and even from the wells near the town. In the afternoon of the rath, we 
crofled the Falemé river, the fame which I had formerly crofled at Bondou in my 
journey eaftward. This river, at this feafon of the year, is eafily forded at this 
place, the ftream being only about two feet deep. The water is very pure, and flows 
rapidly over a bed of fand and gravel. We lodged for the night at a fmall village 
called Medina, the fole property of a Mandingo merchant, who, by a long inter- 
courfe with Europeans, has been induced to adopt fome of their cuftoms. His victuals 
were ferved up in pewter difhes, and even his houfes were built after the fafhion of the 
Englith houfes on the Gambia. 

May 13th. In the morning, as we were preparing to depart, a cofile of flaves be« 
longing to fome Serawoolli waders, croffed the river, and agreed to proceed with us 
to Banilerile, the capital of Dentila; a very long day’s journey from this place. We 
accordingly fet out together, and travelled with great expedition through the woods 
until noon; when one of the Serawoolli flaves dropt the load from his head, for 
which he was {martly whipped. The load’ was replaced; but he had not proceeded 
above a mile before he let it fall a fecond time, for which he received the fame punifh- 
ment. After this he travelled in great pain until about two o’clock, when we {topt to 
breathe a little, by a pool of water, the day being remarkably hot. The poor flave was 
now fo completely exhaufted that his maiter was obliged to releafe him from the rope, 
for he lay motionlef$ on the ground. A Serawoolli therefore undertook to remain 
with him, and endeavour to bring him to the town during the cool of the night ; in the 
meanwhile we contiriued our route, and aftera ¥ery hard day’s travel, arrived at 
Baniferile late in the evening. 

One of our flatees was a native of this place, from which he had been abfent three 
years. This man invited me to go with him to his houfe; at the gate of which his 
friends met him, with many expreffions of joy: fhaking hands with him, embracing 
hin:, and finging and dancing betore him. As foon as he had feated himfelf upon a 
mat, by tue threfhold of his door, a young woman (his intended bride) brought a little 
water in a calabafh, and kneeling down before him, defired him to wafh his hands; 
when he had done this, the girl, with a tear of joy fparkling in her eyes, drank the 
water; this being confidered the greateft proof fhe could give him of her fidelity and 
attachmet. About eight o’clock the fame evening, the Serawoolli, who had been left 
in thé woods to take care of the fatigued flave, returned and told us that he was dead 3 


the general opinion, however, was that ke himfelf had killed him, or left him to perifh 
~ 16 on 
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on the road; for the Serawoollies are faid to be infinitely more cruel in their treat, 
ment of flaves than the Mandingoes. ‘We remained at Baniferile two days, in order to 
purchafe native iron, Shea-butter, and fome other articles for fale on the Gambia; and 
here the flatee, who ‘had invited me to his houfe, and who poffefled three flaves, . part 
of the coffle, having obtained information that the price on the coaft was very low, 
determined to feparate from us, and remain with his flaves, where he was, until an 
opportunity fhould offer of difpofing of them to advantage; giving us to underftand 
that he fhould complete his nuptials with the young woman before mentioned, in the 
mean time. 

May 16th. . We departed from Baniferile, and travelled through thick woods 
until noon, when we faw at a diftance, the town of Julifunda, but did not approach 
it; as we propofed to reft for the night at a large town called Kirwani, which we 
reached about four o’clock in the afternoon. This town ftands in a valley, and. 
the country, for more than a mile round it, is cleared of wood and well cultivated. 
The inhabitants appear to be very active and induftrious, and feem to have carried the 
fyftem of agriculture to fome degree of perfection; for they collec the dung of their 
cattle into large heaps during the dry feafon, for the purpofe of manuring their 
land with it at the proper time. I faw nothing ‘like this in any other part of 
Africa. Near the town are feveral fmelting furnaces, from which the natives obtain 
very good iron. They afterwards hammer the metal into fmall bars, about a foot in 
length, and two inches in breadth, one of which bars is fufficient to make two Man- 
dingo corn hoes. On the morning after our arrival, we were vifited by a flatee of this 
place, who informed Karfa, that among fome flaves he had lately-purchafed, was a 
native of Foota Jalla; and as that country was at no great diftance, he could not 
fafely employ him in the labours of the field, left he fhould effect his efcape. The 
flatee was therefore defirous of exchanging this flave for one of Karfa’s, and offered’ 
fome cloth and Shea-butter, to induce Karfa to comply with the propofal, which 
was accepted. ‘The flatee thereupon fent a boy to order the flave in queftion to bring 
him a few ground nuts. The poor creature foon afterwards entered the court in which 
we were fitting, having no fufpicion of what was negociating, until the mafter caufed 
the gate to be fhut, and told him to fit down. The flave now faw his danger, and 
perceiving the gate to be fhut upon him, threw down the nuts, and jumped over the 
fence. He was immediately purfued and overtaken by the flatees, who brought him 
back, and fecured him in irons, after which one of Karfa’s flaves was releafed and 
delivered in exchange. The unfortunate captive was at firft very much dejected, 
but in the courfe of a few days his melancholy gradually fubfided ; and he became at 
length as cheerful as any of his companions. : 

Departing from Kirwani on the morning of the 2oth, we entered the Tenda wilder. 
nefs of two days journey. ‘The woods were very thick, and the country fhelved towards 

_ the fouth-weft. “About ten o’clock we met a coffle of twenty-fix people, and feven 
loaded affes, returning from the Gambia. Mott of the men were armed with mufkets, 
and had broad belts of fearlet cloth over their fhoulders, and European hats upon 
their heads. They informed us that there was very little demand for flaves_on the 
coaft, as no veffel had arrived for fome months paft. On hearing this, the Sera- 
woollies, who had travelled with us from the Falamé river, feparated themfelves and 
their flaves from the cofle. They had not, they faid, the means of maintaining their 
flaves in Gambia, until a veffel fhould arrive; and were unwilling to fell them to 
difadvantage ; they therefore departed to the northward for Kajaaga. We continued 
our route through the Wildernefs, and travelled all day through a rugged country, 
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covered with extenfive thickets of bamboo. . At funfet, to oir great joy, we arrived at 
a pool of water near a large tabba tree, whence the place is called Tabba-gee, atid 
here we refted a few hours. The water at this feafon of the year is by no means plen- 
tiful in thefe woods; and as the days were infufferably hot, -Karfa propofed to travel. 
in the night. Accordingly, about eleven o'clock, the flaves were taken out of their 
irons, and the people of the coffle received orders to keep clofe together ; as well to 
prevent the flaves from attempting to efcape, as on account of the wild beaits. We 
travelled with great alacrity until day-break, when it was difcovered that a free woman 
had parted from the coffle in the night: her name was called until the woods 
refounded ; but no anfwer being given, we conje€tured that fhe had either miftaken 
the road, or that a lion had feized her unperceived. Atlength it was agreed that 
four people fhould go back a few miles to a {mall rivulet, where fome of the cofile had 
ftopt to drink, as we paffed it in the. night; and that the coffe fhould wait for 
their return. The fun was about an hour high before the people came back with the: 
woman, whem they found lying faft afleep by the ftream. We now refumed our 
journey, and about eleven o’clock reached a walled town called Tambacunda, where 
‘we were well received. Here we remained four days, on account of a palaver which 
was héld on the following occafion : Modi Lemina, one of the flatees belonging to the 
coffle, had formerly married a woman of this town, who had borne him two children 5 
he afterwards went to Manding, and remained there cight years, without. fending 
any account of himfelf, during all that time, to his deferted wife; whe, feeing no. 
profpect of his return, at the end of three years, had married another man, to whom 
fhe had likewife borne two children. Lemina now claimed his wife ; but the fecond 
hufband refufed to deliver her up; infifting that by the laws of Africa, when a man 
has been three years abfent from his wife, without giving her notice of his being alive, 
the woman is at liberty to marry again. After all the circumftances had been fully 
inveftigated in an affembly of the chief men, it was determined that the wife fhould 
make her choice, and be at liberty either to return to the firft hufband, or continue: 
with the fecond, as fhe alone fhould think proper. Favourable as this determination 
was to the lady, fhe found it a difficult matter to make up her mind, and requefted 
time for confideration: but I think I could perceive that fff Jove would carry the: 
day. Lemina was indeed fomewhat older than his rival, but he was alfo much richer. : 
‘What weight this circumftance had in the {cale of his wife’s affections, I pretend not 
to fay. . 

On the morning of the 26th, as we departed from Tambacunda, Karfa obferved 
to me that there were ro Shea trees farther to the weftward than this town. I had col- 
leéted and brought with me from Manding the leaves and flowers of this tree ; but they 
were fo greatly bruifed on the road that [ thought ‘t beft to gather another fpecimen. 
at this place. “The appearance of the fruit evidently places the Shea tree in. the natufal 
order cf fapote, and it has fome refemblance to the mudbuca tree, defcribed by 
Lieutenant Charles Hamilton in the Afiatic Refearches, Vol. I. page 300. About one 
o’clock we reached Sibikillin,.a walled village, but the inhabitants having the cha- 
raéter cf inhofpizality towards ftrangers, and of being much addiéted to theft, we 
did not think proper to enter the gate. ‘We refted a fhort time under a tree, and then . 
continued our route until it was dark, when we halted for the night bya fmall ftream 
running towards the Gambia. Next day the road led over a wild and rocky country, 
every were rifing into hills, and abounding with monkies and wild beafts. In the 

-rivulets among the hills, we found plenty of fifh, ‘This wasa very hard day’s journey, 
and it was not until furfet that we reached the village of Koomboo, near to which are 


int 


PARK’S TRAVELS TM AFRECA. 909. 


. ‘ . 
the ruins of a Jarge town formerly deftroyed by war. The inhabitants of Koombdo, like 
thofe of Sibtkillin, have fo bad a reputation, that ftrangers feldom lodge in the village; 
we accordingly refted for the night in the fields, where we ere€ted temporary huts for 
our protection, there beirlg great appearance of rain. ie 

May 28th. We departed from Koomboo, and flept at a’ Foulah town about feven 
miles to the weftward ; from which on the day following having croffed a confider- 
able branch of the Gambia, called Neola Koba, we reached a well inhabited part of 
the country. Here are feveral towns within fight of each other, collettively called 
Tenda, but each is diflinguithed alfo by its particular name. We lodged at one of 
them called Koba Tenda, where we remained the day following, in order to procure 
provifions for our fupport in croffing the Simbani woods. On the 30th we reached 
Jalacotta; a confiderable town, but much infefted by Foulah banditti, who come 
through the woods from Bondou, and fteal every thing they can lay theirhandson. A 
few days before our arrival, they had ftolen twenty head of cattle, and on the day fol- 
lowing made a fecond attempt; but were beaten off, and one of thene taken prifoner, 
Here, one of the flaves belonging to the coffle, who had travelled with great diffi- 
culty for the laft three days, was found unable to proceed any farther: his mafter 
(a finging man) propofed therefore to exchange him for a young girl, belonging to 
one of the townfpeople. The poor girl was ignorant of her fate, until the bundles 
were all tied up in the morning, and the-coffle ready to depart ; when, coming with fome 
other young women to fee the coffle fet out, her mafter took her by the hand, and 
delivered her to the finging man. Never was a face of ferenity more fuddenly changed 
into one of the deepeft diftrefs : the terror the manifefted on having the load put upon 
her head, and the rope faftened round her neck, and the forrow with which the bade 
adieu to her companions, were truly affecting. About nine o’clock, we croffed a large 
plain covered with ciboa trees (a fpecies of palm), and came to the river Nerico, a 
branch of the Gambia. This was but a {mall river at this time, but in the rainy 
feafon it is often dangerous to travellers. As foon as we had croffed this river, the 
finging men began to vociferate a particular fong, expreffive of their joy at having 
got fafe into the weft country, or, as they expreffed it, the land of the fetting fun. The 
country was found to be very level, and the foil a mixture of clay and fand. In the 
afternoon it rained hard, and we had recourfe to the common Negro umbrella, 3 
large ciboa leaf, which being placed upon the head, completely defends the whole 
body from the rain, We lodged for the night under the fhade of a large tabba tree, 
near the ruins of a village. On the morning following, we crofled a ftream called 
Noulico, and about two o’clock, to my infinite joy, I faw myzelf once more on the 
banks of the Gambia, which at this place being deep and {mooth is navigable; but 
the people told me that a little lower down the ftream is fo thallow that the coffe fre- 
quently crofs it on foot. On the fouth fide of the river oppofite to this place, is a 

- large plain of clayey ground, called Toombi Toorila. It isa fort of morals, in which 
people are frequently loft, it being more than a day’s journey acrofsit. In. the after. 
noon we met a man and two women, with bundles of cotton clgh upon their heads, 
They were going, they faid, for Dentila, to purchafe iron, there being a great Tearcity 
of that.article on the Gambia. A little before it was dark, we arrived at a village 
in the kingdom of Woolli, called Seefukunda. Near this village there are great 
plenty of nitta trees, and the flaves in pafling along had colle€ted large bunches of 
the fruit ; but fuch was the furperftition of the inhabitants, that they would not~permit 
any of the fruit to be brought into the village. ‘They had been told, they faid, that 
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{ome cataftrophe would happen to the place when people lived upon nittas, and neglected 
to cultivate corn. : eee 

“June 2d. ‘We departed from Stefukunda, and paffed a number of villages, at none 
of whith was the coffle permitted to ftop, although we were all very much fa. 
tigued: it was four o’clock in the afternoon before we reached Baraconda, where we 
relted one day. Departing from Baraconda on the morning of the 4th, we reached 
in a few hours Medina, the capital of the King of Woolli’s dominions, from whom 
L had received an hofpitable reception in the beginning of December 1795, in 
my journey eaftward. I immediately inquired concerning the health of my good 
old benefaétor, and learnt with great concern that he was dangeroufly ill. As 
Karfa would not allow the coffle to ftop, I could not prefent my refpe&s to the 
King in perfon ; but I fent him word, by the officer to whom we paid cuftoms, that 
his prayers for my fafety had not been unavailing. We continued our route until 
funfet, when we lodged at a fmall village a little to the weftward of Kootakunda, 
and on the day-following arrived at Jindey ; where, eighteen months before, I had 
parted from my friend Dr. Laidley; an interval, during which I had not’ be- 
held the face of a Chriltian, hor once heard the delightful found of my native- 
language. 

Being now arrived within a fhort diftance of Pifania, from whence my journey origi- 
nally commenced, and learning that my friend Karfa was not likely to meet with 
an immediate opportunity of felling his flaves on the Gambia; it occurred to me 

_ to faggeft to him that he would find it for his intereft to leave them at Jindey, until ' 
a market fhould offer. Karfa agreed with me in this opinion; and hired, from the 
chief man of the town, huts for their accommodation, and a piece of land on which 
to employ them, in raifing corn, and other provifions for their maintenance. With 
regard to himfelf, he declared that he would not quit me until my departure from 
‘Africa, We fet out accordingly, Karfa, myfelf, and one of the Foulahs belonging to 
the coffle, early on the morning of the gth; but although I was now approaching the 
end of my tedious and toilfome journey, and expected in another day to meet with 
countrymen. and friends, I could not part, for the laft time, with my unfortunate fellow- 
travellers, doomed, as I knew moft of them to be, toa life of captivity and flavery, in 
a foreign land, without great emotion. During a wearifome peregrination of more 
than five hundred Britith miles, expofed. to the burning rays of a tropical fun, thefe 
poor flaves, amidft their own infinitely greater fufferings would commiferate mine 5 
and frequently, of their own accord, bring water to quench my thirft, and at night 
colle€t branches ind leaves to prepare me a bed in the wildernefs. We parted with 
reciprocal expreffions of regret and benediction. My -good withes and prayers 
were all I could beftow upon them; and it afforded me fome confolation to be ‘told, 
that they were fenfible I had no more to give. : 

My anxiety to.get forward admitting of no delay on the road, we reached Tenda- . 
cunda in the evening, and where hofpitably received at the houfe of an aged black fe- 
male called Seniora gamilla, a perfon who had refided many years at the Englith fac- 
tory, and {poke our language. I was known to her before I had left the Gambia, at 
the outfet of my journey ; but my drefsand figure were now fo different from the ufual 
appearance of an European, that fhe was very excufable in miftaking me for a Moor. 
When I told her my name and country, fhe furveyed me with great aftonifhment, 
and feexed unwilling to give credit to the teltimony of her fenfes. She affured me 


“that none of the traders on the Gambia ever expected to fez me again; having 
3 Pe heen 
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__ been informed long ago, that the Moors of Ludamar had murdered me, as they 
had murtlered Major Houghton. TL inquited for my two attendants, Johnfon and 
Demba, and learnt, with great forrow, that neither of them was returned. Karfa, 
who had never before heard people converfe in Englith, liftened to us with great 
attention. Every thing he faw feemed wonderful. The furniture of the houfe, 
the chairs, &c. and particularly beds with curtains, were objects of his great 
admiration; and he afked me a thoufand queftions. concerning the utility and ne- 
ceflity of different articles ; to fome of which I found it difficult to give fatisfactory 
anfwers. 

On the morning of the roth, Mr. Robert Ainfley, having learnt that Twas at Ten- 
dacunda, came to meet me, and politely offered me the ufe of his horfe. He informed 
me that Dr. Laidley had removed all his property to a place called Kaye, a little farther 
down the river, and that he was then gone to Domafanfa with his veffel, to pur- 

_chafe rice; but would return in a day or two. He therefore invited me to ftay with 
him at Pifania, until the doétor’s return. accepted the invitation,“and being accom- 
panied by-my friend Karfa, reached Pifania about ten o’clock. Mr. Ainfley’s fchooner 
was lying at anchor before the place. This was the moft furprifing object which Karfa 
had yet feen. He could not eafily comprehend the ufe of the matts, fails, and rigging ; 
nor did he conceive that it was poffible, by any fort of contrivance, to make fo large 
a body move forwards by the cognmon force of the wind. The manner of faften- 
ing together the different planks which compofed the veffel, and filling up the 
feams fo as to exclude the water, was perfeétly new to him; and I found that the 
{chooner with her cable and anchor, kept Karfa in deep meditation the greater part 
of the day. 

About die: on the sath, Dr. Laidley returned from Doomafanfa, and received 
me with great joy and fatisfattion, as one rifen from the dead. Finding that the 
wearing apparel which I had left under his care was not fold nor fent to England, I loft 
no time in refuming the Englith drefs; and difrobing my chin of its venerable incum- 
brance. Karfa furveyed me in my Britifh apparel with great delight; but regretted 
exceedingly that I had, taken off my beard; the lofs of which, he faid, had converted 
me ffom aman into a boy.’ Dr. Laidley readily undertook to difcharge all the pecuniary 
engagements I had entered into fince my departure from the Gambia, and took my draft 
upon the Affociation for the amount. My agreement with Karfa (as I have already 
related) was to pay him the value of one prime flave, for which I had given him my 
bill upon Dr. Laidley, before we departed from Kamalia; for,in cafe of my, death on 
the road, I was unwilling that my benefaftor fhould be alofer. Lut this good creature 
had continued to manifeft towards me fo much kindnefs, that 1 thought I made him 
but an inadequate recompenfe, when I told him that he was now to receive double the 
fum I had originally promifed ; and Dr. Laidley aflured him that he was ready to 
deliver the goods to that amount, whenever he thought proper to fend for them. Karfa 
was overpowered by this unexpeted token of my gratitude, and {till more fo, when 
he heard that I intended to fend a handfome prefent to the good old fchoolmafter, 
Fankooma, at Malacotta. He promifed to carry up the goods along with his own ; 
and Dr. Laidley affured him that he would exert himfelf in affifting him to difpofe of 
his flaves to the beft advantage, the moment a flave veffel thould arrive. Thefe and , 
other inftances of attention and kindnefs fhewn him by Dr. Laidley, were not loft upon 
Karfa. He would often fay to me, “* my journey has indeed been profperous!” 


But, obferving the improved ftate of our manufa@tures, and our manifeft Tuperiority 
, in. 
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in the arts of civilized life, he would fometimes appear penfive, and exclaim with, 
an involuntary figh, fate fing inter fengs “ black men are nothing.” *At other’ 


times,.,he would afk me with great ferioufnefs, what could poffibly have induced me, 


who was no tradef, to think of exploring fo miferable a country as Africa? 


He 


meant by this to fignify that, after what I muft have witnefled in my own country, 


nothing in Africa could in his opinion deferve a moment’s attention. 


ferved thefe little traits of charaGer in 
to the man, but alfo becaufe they appear 
mind above bis condition: and to fuch of 


I have pre- 
this worthy Negro, not only from regard 
to me to demonftrate that he ‘poffeffed a 
my readers as love to contemplate human 


nature in all‘its varieties, and to trace its progrefs from rudenefs to refinement, I hope 
the account I have given of this poor African will not be unacceptable. 


A Vocabulary of the Mandingo language. 


Above, /anto. 

Abfent, inteegee : (literally, “ not here.”’) 

Abufe, v. anenni. 

Add, akeejee. 

Afraid, filantee. 

Afternoon, cera. 

Air, fonio. 

Alike, beakillin. 

Alive, a begee (is here). 

All, bea. 

Always, toomotoma. 

And, ning. : . 

Angry, jufu bota: (literally, ** the heart 
comes out.”) 

Angel, melika. 

Arm, boulla: (the fame for hand.) 

Arrived, footata. 

Arrow, bdinni. 

Afcend, filli. 

Afleep, /inouta. 

Affilt, maquoi. 

Axe, terang. 


Back, ko. 
Bad, sou. 
Bag, “dota. 
Barter, v. fallan. 
Baftard, jantra dirg : (literally, “nobody’s 
child.’’) 
Beads, connoo. 
Beard, dera. 
Beat, v. ago. 
Bees, lekiffi. 
Bed, éarong. 


Beer, dolo: (the fame for ftrong liquor of 
any kind.) 
Before, neata: 

Behind, éo/. 

Belly, gonno. 

Big, awarata. 

Bind ox tie, a/ceti. 

Bird, cono. 

Bite, v. keeng. 

Black, fing. 

Blood, jollie. 

Blue, jingma: (blackifh.) 

Boil, v. fagee. 

Bone, cooloo. 

Book, kittdba. 

Borrow, /a. 

Bottom, joo. 

Bow, kalla. 

Boy, kea ding ; (literally, male child.””) 

Brave, fatte. 

Bread, munko. 

Break, v. afara: (the fame word figni- 
fies ** to kill,” or “ to deftroy.”’) 

Breafts, /onjoo. : 

Bring, infambo. 

Brother, ba-ding-kea: (literally, “ mother’s 
male child.’’) 

Burn, v. ageni. 


Buy (or fell), /aun. 


Call, v. akilli. 
Carry, a/ambo. 
Cat, neancon. 

+ Catch, v. amuta. 


(“ within fight.””) 


Ghat 
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Cheft or coffer, koonio. ~ ° i 
“Ghild, ding : (if very young, dingding.) 
Cloth, fauno. 
Cold, ninno, ; 
Come, na. 
Coming, abenali. 
Completely, detjki. 
Cook, v. tabbee. 
Corn, neo. 
Country, doo. 
Cow, neffée meofa. 
Crowd, 2. fetima. 
Cry, v. akumbo. 
Cunning, 7. a. hiffee. ‘ 
Cu, v. teyi. 


Danger, torre, 

Dark, dibbie. 

Daughter, ding mosfa : 
child.””) 

Day, teelee. 

Dead, afata. 

Deep, advonta, 

Defift, attoo 

Dew, combi. 

Die, v. fa. 

Dirt, es 

- Difeafe, yankra. 

Difpute, degama. 

Dog, woola, 

Door, -da: (this is a word of very exten- 
five ufe, being applied to whatever opens 
and fhuts.) 

Down, ad. dooma. 

Dream, v. fbota, 

Dream, 2. /- fibo. 

Drink, v. ameen. 

Dry (arid), ajata. 


(literally, * female 


Ear, too/a. 

Earth (foil), danke. 

Earth (globe), banka hang. 

Eatt, teelee bo: (* fun rife.’’) 

Eat, edumme. 

Elephant, /amma. 

Empty, jing tigee’s (* nothing here.’) 
Enough, keyento. 

Entertain (a gueft), fanda. 


Expert, cumering : (“ ative, clever, &c,?) - 


Eye, zea, 


ory 

Face, (thé fame as for the eye.) 

Fall, v. bai. . 

Far off, jang fata. 

Fatt, v. foong. 

Fat, keng. 

Father, 7a. 

Fear, v. feelan. 

Feather, tee: (it fignifies alfo, Jair, and 
wool.) 

Female, moofa 

Fever, candea. 

Few, do. 

Fight, v. ahilli. 


Fill, afundi. 


Finger, boulla konding. . 

Fire, deemba. 

Fith, yeo. 

Fleth, foobso. 

Food, kinnee. 

Fool, fooring. 

Foot, fing : (fignifies alfo “ the leg.”) 
Forget, neanta, 

Free, horea. 
Freth, kinde : 
Friend, barrio. 
Fruit, eree ding: (* child of the tree.””) 
Full, affata. 


(fignifies alfo, healthy.) 


Give, infong. 
Glad, lata. 

Go, wv. ta. 

God, Alla. 

Gold, fanoo. 
Good, bettie. 
Grafs, bing, 
Great, baa. c 
Gray, aqueta. 
Guard, . tenkoong. 


Half, tela. 

Handfome, aniniata. 

Hang up, deng. 

Hate, v. akoong. 

He, etti. 

Head, hoon. 

Hear, moi. 

Heart, jufu. : 

Heaven, /anto: (the Mabomedan Ne grc2 
- commonly fay, i/ sinna.) 5 . 

Heavy, 


om 


Heavy, accoliata. 
Hell, sobaniba. 
Hen, foofce moofa. 
Herb, ‘yambo. 
Here, yang. 
Hide, ». goolt 
Hill, konko. 
Hog, lea. 

Hole, dinka. 
Honey, /ee. 
Horn, bint. 
Horfe, foo. 

Hot, candiata. 
Roufe, doong. 
Hungry, konkola, _ 


I, inta. 

Idle, nare. 

Increafe, absonia. 

Induftrious, fayata. 

- Interpret, konno for: (literally, to pierce the 

belly.) 

Tron, nega. 

Ifland, jouio. 

Jump, v. faun. 


Kill, afara. 
es manfa, 
Knife, mooro. 
Know, alla. 


Lamp, jitina. 

Laugh, ». sili. 

Lend, infoo. 

Lie (down), wv. /a fang. 

Lie (falfity), fonio. .~ 

Lift, achika. 7 

Lightning, /anfata.. 

Lion, jatta: (in the interior countries, 
wara.) 

Littl, mieffa. 

Long, sang. 

Look, vr affille. 

Lofe, afeele. 

Loft, affeelecta. 

Love, d konie. 


Moke, v. dada. 


Male, kea. < 
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‘Man (homo) mo.” 


Man (vir) fato. 

Many, /itimata. 

Market, /oe. 

Matter, marree. 

Mat, baffo. 

Meet, v. beng. 

Middle, taima. 

Milk, nunne. 

Milk, v. beetee. 

Mine, pr. talem. 

Money, zaphula: (it fignifies alfo merchan- 
dize, or any effects of value.) : 

Month, forro: (the fame word fignifies, 
the moon.) 

Morning, /omo. 

Mother se. 

Mouth, da. 


Narrative, dentigi. 

Name, atto. 

Near (nigh), mun sang: (not far.) 

Neck, kang. 

Never, abada. 

Night, footon. ‘ 

No, inta: (literally, is not.) 

Noon, seelee kooniata: (literally, the fun 
over head.) 

North, /aheel. 

Nofe, noong. 

Now, /eng. 


Oil, toulou. 

Obtain, /utto. 
Old, accottata. 
Only, dinfing. 
Open, wv. yelli. 
Out of, banta. 


Pain, deeming. 

Paper, coitoo. 

Pafs, v. tambi. 

Pats, atambita: (gone by.) 

Pay, vu. fa» 

Pen, kaila. 

People, molo. 

Pierce, for. 

Pity, v. dimi. 

Pleafure, di. : 
Pleafant, 
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Pleafant, adiaia. ove 

Prenty, afat7. 

Poor,,. doiata.. 

Prefent (gift}, ‘boonia. 

Promife, v. moindee. 

Proud, teelingabalia: 
died.) 

Pull, a/abba. 

Path, aneury. 

Put down, alondi. 


(literally, ferait bo- 


Quarrel, quiata. 
Quick, cataba. 
Quiet; dea. 
Quiver, 7. 5. toong. 


Rain, fangee: (literally, water from above.) 
Rat, ninee. 

Read, akarra. 

Red, woolima. 

Releafe, offering : (untie.) 

Reft, /o. 

Reftore, /errat. 

Return, v.27. afcita. 

Ripe, mota. : 

Rife, v. wooli. 

River, ba: (the fame as for mother.) 
Road, /eelo. 

Rob, boitaca. 

Rock, Koore. 

Rope, julie. 

Rotten, accorata. 

Row, wv. ajah. 

Run, boorie. 


Sad, doi. 

Safe, torro inteegee: ( literally, 

Salt, ko. 

Sand, kini, kini. 

Sandals, /amata. 

Say, affo. 

Sea, babagee. 

Seat, ferong. 

See, eagee. 

Send, kee. 

Separate, attulla. 

Shake, siggi, figgi. 

Shame, mala. 
VoL. XVI. 


no danger.) 


6B 


Shew, gita. 


Ship, caloon. 


Short, fuita. 
Shut, tou. 
Sick, mun kinde. 
Side, carra. 
Silent, dering. 


- Silver, cody. 


Sing, jilli: (the fame to dance.) 

Sifter, ba ding moofa: 
child.) 

Sit, fee. 

Sky, fang. 

Slave, jong. 

Sleep, v. finoo. : 

Smell, v. foomboola. ° ~ 

Smoke, /eifee- 

Snake, /au. 

Something, fenke. 

Son, ding kea : (male child.) 

Soon, fang fang: (now now.) 

Sour, acoomiata. 

South, boulla ba: (literally the rig 

Speak, akummo. 

Spear, tamba. 

Spin, v. worondi. 

Spoon, dofa. 

Star, /olo. 

Steal, /oonia. 

Stink, v. . kaffa. 

Stone, birro. 

Stop, munia. 

Stranger, leuntong. 

Strike, abooti. 

Sun, teelee. 

Swear, kolli. 

Sweet, teemiata. ~ 

Swell, foonco. 

Swim, 700. 

Sword, fong. 


Tail, finnio. 

Thiet, foon. 

Thin, feata: (flender.) 
Think, meira. 

Thirft, mindo. 

Thread, ori. 

Throw, /y. 


ONS : 


(mother’s female 


bt hand.) 


"Thunder, 


gid * 
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ee ta Satig fata. In contradiftinGtion: ‘Weary, umbatara. 
to lightning, it is Kallam Alla. (ab) Weep, akuffi. 


* the voice of God.””) 
Tie; v. afeetee. . 
To-day, dee. 

To-morrow, /inny. 

Tongue, ning. 

Touch, v. mia. 

‘Town, funda. 

Trade, v. feeree. 

Tree, erce. 

True, tonia. ‘ 
Yruft, v. /a. 

‘Turn, aelima. 


Underftand, “moi~ 
Until, Lining. 


Walk, tama. 
_ War, kill.” 
“Wath, v. coo. 

‘Water, gee. 


Weigh, /imang. 

Well, 2. a. awa. 

Well, n. f. cullong. 

Welt, teelee gee. 

Wet, fi nunta. 

“What, mun. 

Where, minto. 

White, qin 

Who, jema. 

Why, munkang. 

Wind, 2. funnio. 

Wolf, /esloo. 

‘Woman, mo0fa. 

Wildernefs, woolla. 

Yes, awa. 

Yefterday, koona. 

You, eeta, when fimply _ Pronounced: 
when joined to any other word, it is ce. 

Young, juna. 





The following questions and answers may be ufeful in the Weft Indies. 


Do you underftand Mandingo? 





T underftand it, - 7 . 

1 do not underftand you, - ‘ 

Come hither, - - . 

Is your father oy mother living 3 >. 
alive, - - - i 
dead, - - - 





Have you any bror'ers or fifters? - 
Where are they?” _ - - : 
Are they in Africa? - - - 
Are they on board the ope - 
Point them out. - - 
What is the matter with you? - 
Are youin health? - - - 
Tam fick. - - - 
Shew me your tongue. - 
Give me your hand. - 
Are yeu hungry? - 

Tam hungry. - “? 


Are you /uirly ? eas 2 


ea re 
1 


ee Mandingo kummo moi? 

ya moi. 

ma moi. 

na na ree. 

ce fa, ou ce ba abeagee? 

abeegee. 

fata. 

ee ba ding abeegee ? 

biminto 2? 

abee fato fing doo? 

abbe Tobauto Calcon ou konno ? 

aitanna. 

mun bela? 

ho ee kinde 2 

mun kinde. 

ee ning aitanna, 

ee boulla adima. 

konkclabinna 2 

konkolabinna. 

mindolabinna 2 . 
: : lam 
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Tam thirfty . - -** 
~t am. not hungry. - 

I am not thirlty. - 

Does your head ache? 

It does ache. - - 

It does not ache. - oe 

Does your ftomach pain you? 

Do you fleep well? - 

Are you feverifh? 

Do not be afraid. 

There is no danger. 

Drink this medicine. 

It will do -you good. - 


Pe ee ee ee 


a7 
the fame word gepeated. 
konko inteegee. - 

mindo inteegee. 

ee koon bideeminn ? 
bideemina. 

intademing. 


-ee konno bideemina, 


hoo ce finoo betika ? 
acandeata ? 

kanna feelan. 
torro inteegee. 

ning borri amecm 
ace kiffi. 


END OF VOL, XVI. 


